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“Never Again Will One Generation of  
Veterans Abandon Another”

   August 2023

Welcome Home!

President’s Corner


John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Art In The Park 
John McClure, Al Sneath, Rick Adis and 
Bob Lamoureux. Photo courtesy of Bob Dew

Greetings Comrades,

     I hope everyone is enjoying their summer, as it seems to be flying by! I once again would like to thank all 
the volunteers who helped with our parking lot fundraiser. We would have never been able to collect the 
$4,000 without your help!
     A bill was introduced by Senator Maggie Hassan (D-NH) to help strengthen the VA Spina Bifida Program 
for children of Vietnam veterans who were affected because of Agent Orange. This bill passed in the Senate, 
and now Hassan is urging her House counterparts to pass it as well. This bill will help the children who were 
born with Spina Bifida receive the care that they need.
     By the time our next meeting comes up, we will have been to the National Convention and hope to have 
some insight into what is going on with our great organization. I know I’m looking forward to it.
     Stay safe and keep enjoying your summer. I hope to see everyone at the next meeting on August 14th at 7 
p.m.
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan

D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Post Fish Fry

July 4th chicken BBQ partial boiling team. Don 
Tulley, Ron King, Don Dignan and Bryan Bentley.

Plymouth Art In The Park 

Chairman Pete Glasgow and Wayne County Parks and 
Recreation Fishing Derby Champion 2023

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS

Car Shows continue on Wednesday from 5-7PM. Euchre 
continues on Thursday at 7:00PM. Pinochle continues 
on Friday at 2:00PM. 

Call in and come on down to the Post for a bite to eat 
and a beer. Specials vary weekly. Be wise, stay safe.

RECENTLY AND UPCOMING 

The July 4th Chicken BBQ met with about 80 dinners 
taken out or dined in. Thanks to all who contributed to 
the event: Ron Bator, Bryan Bentley, Ron King, Don 
Petrere, Mary Jo Petrere, Ruth McCarthy, Walt Munie, 
Don Tulley, Nancy Dignan and myself. I apologize if I 
missed anyone since I’m doing this from memory. The 
Chapter Committee regarding the dissolution of VVA 
National is ongoing, in an attempt to avoid surprises in 
the future.

We are partnering again with E.G. Nick’s in a couple of 
events. Bob Dew and John Heraghty are chairing these 
events which will require a substantial number of 
volunteers. Be ready to help out if possible.

The delegates to the VVA National Convention will be 
taking part in the process and reporting back to the 
Chapter next month. It should be very interesting, 
especially concerning the imminent dissolution of VVA 
National in 2028. We are planning on the future of 
Chapter 528. Stay tuned.

The next general membership meeting will be on 
Monday August 14 at 7:00PM. It’s a great time to be an 
American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528. Until 

Photo courtesy of Lisa Heraghty
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

 

 steak cookout dinners 

VEGETABLE- 

Medley 

Carrots  

Cauliflower 

Broccoli 

Roll and butter 

FRIDAY’S: June 9, 23, Aug 25, 2023 

Cost:  $20.00 

Location: VFW 6695 

Time: 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
Leon Suchorski BBQ Area and VFW Pavillion 

Lounge available for eating inside  

VVA Chapter 528  
  Plymouth-Canton, MI 

1426 S. Mill St. Plymouth 

:  August 25

Membership

     There was one application for membership this 
past month. Charles Migyanka has joined the chapter. 
Welcome, Charles, to Chapter 528. Our current 
membership stands at 312 VVA and 84 AVVA 
members. Of these, we have 73 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of July 25, 2023, the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
     AVVA: none
     Dropped from Roster: none
  August AVVA Renewals: Irfan Hameedi
If you have already renewed, thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to keep 
your membership current.
 

Fall Festival

     We still have a presence at the festival, as we will 
be collecting entrance fees to the parking lot behind 
E.G. Nicks all 3 days of the festival, manning the 
entrance to the beer tent on Friday and Saturday 
night, selling rib dinners at the beer tent on Saturday, 
and AVVA member Dave Henwood is in charge of 
the classic car show on Saturday and Sunday. Lots of 
help will be needed, so plan on volunteering a few 
hours to help with these worthwhile activities. They 
bring in a great deal of revenue for both the VVA and 
the VFW.
 

VFW Golf Outing

     This year’s golf outing is scheduled for Saturday, 
September 23 at Hickory Creek. A flyer and sign-up 
sheet will be out at the beginning of August. I am 
looking for donations of new golf balls and other 
items to be given out in the golfer’s goody bags. This 
will help defray the cost of putting on the outing. 

Please bring them to the meeting, Monday golf or 
drop them off at the post.
     New this year are hole sponsorships at the 
outing. They are $100 apiece. If you work at or 
own a business, having friends who own a 
business or anyone you can solicit sponsorship 
from will make the outing more successful. A 
sign-up sheet for this will also be available in the 
post lounge.



4

Chaplain’s Corner
 Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

 (A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

Greater Love

From Our Daily Bread
by Amy Boucher Eye

Car Show 2023

Just days before Holy Week, when Christians around 
the world remember Jesus’ sacrifice and celebrate His 
resurrection, a terrorist stormed into a supermarket 
in southwest France, opening fire and killing two. 
After negotiation, the terrorist released all but one 
hostage, whom he turned into a human shield. 
Knowing the danger, police officer Arnaud Beltrame 
did the unthinkable: he volunteered to take the 
woman’s place. Beltrame was injured and later died.

A minister who knew the police officer attributed his 
heroism to his faith in Jesus, pointing to His words in 
John 15:13. “Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life, Christ spoke to His disciples after 
their last meal together, for one’s friends.”  Those 
were the words Christ spoke to His disciples after 
their last meal together. He told His friends to “Love 
each other as I have loved you” (V. 13). This is exactly 
what Jesus did the next day when He went to the 
cross to save us from our sins, as only He could.

We may never be called to follow the heroism of 
Arnaud Beltrame. But as we remain in God’s love, we 
can serve others sacrificially, laying down our own 
plans and desires as we seek to share the story of his 
great love.

Chaplain's Corner: Check in with Dave Banks, 
who fell and broke his hip, when you get a chance. 
His cell number is 734-765-2145. Joe Tebor is now 
home from the Detroit VA Hospital. Welcome home, 
Joe! Mike Steffes had some heart pains, went to St. 
Joe, and is now thankfully back home. If any of you 
brothers would like to have prayers for any situation, 
please let me know. We have several guys who would 
love to pray for your needs!

Photos courtesy of John Spencer
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August Birthdays
Joe Agius, Frank Barkovich, Dennis Bielskis, Patty Bielskis, William Brown, 
Bob Carris,  Rick  Ciaramitaro,  John Ciuffetelli,  Kevin  Demsky,  Nancy 
Dignan, Chester Doak, Wayne Duering, Michael Dupuis, Richard Gebstadt, 
Darrel (Tom)  Gibson, Bob Hallmark, Peter Horning, John Kish, Michael 
Kokoszka,  Marcel  Loosbrock,  Bill  McCully,  Brenda  Menendez,  Linda 
Mentink, Cindy Northrop, LeRoy Paige, Raymond Pasquantonio, Donald 
Rachoza, Clinton (Russ) Sanford, Mikey Smith, Casper (Cass) Swamba, and 
John Vincenti.Calendar by


Nancy Dignan

August 2023

VFW MEET

7:00

VFW HOUSE 
COMM MEET 
7:00



6July 4th Parade 2023
Photos courtesy of  Tom Trestler
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July 4th Parade 2023

Photos courtesy of Tom Testler
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Chapter 528 Homefront August 2023

Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion

44th Artillery Pershing  

Ft. Sill, OK 1st year

HHD III Corps   

Ft. Sill, OK 2nd year


Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 168 VVA members’ service 
photos and 3 AVVA members’ service photos 
displayed on our website and in our display case at the 
Post. I’m sure most members have a photo of 
themselves laying around somewhere. When you find 
your photo you can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 
17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and 
send it to: tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, 
bring it to our general membership meetings and give 
it to Tom or Dean Bell or bring it to the VFW.  Be 
sure to include your name, branch of service and the 
year the photo was taken. Don Petrere will place the 
copied service photo in our display case. 

Chapter Officers                 	     

President           John Heraghty                734-845-7444 
1st Vice President      Bob Dew                734-968-3267
2nd Vice President       Pete Glasgow                734-454-9663 
Secretary                       Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                       John Fleming                734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrell Bazman     734-207-3197    Don Petrere        734-595-1422 
Don Dignan          734-525-0157     Al Sneath             734-377-5337 
Gene Spurgess      248-887-621      Tom Fedewa        734-404-6598 
Tom McMullen    734-658-6070    Jerry Thomason  734-895-5257

Committees

A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-515 
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-320-5775 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
      Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Joe Tebor 734-502-8087 
State A. Delegate John Spencer 734-397-8975 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown 313-320-5775

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officer (VSO)  
Richard LeGault 734-800-9399
RLEGAULT.VSO@outlook.com
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo to 
Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrown1949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property 
of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editors, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528 

 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com


10

Vietnam Veterans of America


VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between November 1, 1955 and May 7, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975

Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________

Phone___________________________________

Present Address_____________________________________________

City_________________________________ State__________________	  Zip Code ____________________

Branch of Service___________________________________    

Date of Birth_______________________________________     	 Today’s Date ________________________


$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______

_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service.

_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member


One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50.


Return this form to:

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, MI 48170-0473
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Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


