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“Never Again Will One Generation of  
Veterans Abandon Another”

    June 2023

Welcome Home!
President’s Corner


John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

May 17, 2023 Cruz’n Car Show
Photo courtesy of John Spencer

Greetings Comrades,
     Hope everyone is doing fine as we are finally getting some nice weather. Sorry I missed last month’s meeting, but I 
was on vacation enjoying Aruba with my wife and family.
     The Veterans Voice of America now has accreditation to represent current and future benefit claimants. This allows 
VVA-Vets Volunteers Of America (VOA) to proceed with the long and complex Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) process, assuring VVA claims clients are represented, regardless of VVA status. Congratulations goes out to this 
newest advocacy group’s association with VVA.
     Interesting, this month in our magazine The Veteran, there is an article indicating where and what to do nationally 
with money they receive from donations. The answer is that most of the donated money is deposited into our general 
fund. From there, the funds are dispersed to the national office’s departments to finance their efforts in helping 
veterans. For example, funds go to the Veterans Benefits Department to support claims filed by VVA Veteran Service 
Officers and attorneys. Funds also go to VVA national committees to support their work on issues such as Agent 
Orange memberships, communications, and POW/MIA.
     In closing, I hope to see everyone at the June meeting which is June 12th. Stay safe and don’t forget we have our first 
steak dinner fundraiser on Friday June 9th from 5-7pm. The cost of $20 will get you a steak, baked potato, vegetable, 
and roll with butter!
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan

D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Post Fish Fry

Don & Denise McLane helping 
out at Poppy Days

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS

Car Shows continue on Wednesdays from 5-7PM. 
Euchre is now on Thursdays at 7:00PM. Pinochle will 
continue on Fridays at 2:00PM. 
Call in and come on down to the Post for a bite to eat 
and a beer. Specials vary weekly. Be wise, stay safe.

RECENTLY AND UPCOMING 

A Night at the Races was a huge success thanks to 
Ruth Barnhill and her band of volunteers.

Poppy Days was also a spectacular endeavor thanks to 
Chairman Ron Thomey, Jim and Karen Tillman and all 
the members who responded to the call to sell Buddy 
Poppies.  This solidified the membership relief fund.

The 2023 Kids Annual Fishing Derby in Hines Park is 
scheduled for Saturday June 10 .

Memorial Day will honor all our fallen comrades with a 
ceremony at Plymouth Veterans Memorial Park 
beginning at 9AM. 

We are scheduled for two Steak BBQ’s in June on the 
9th and 23rd.

The next general membership meeting will be on 
Monday June 12 at 7:00PM. It’s a great time to be an 
American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528. Until 
Valhalla to all who have gone before us.
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Membership

      There were 4 applications for membership this 
past month. Chester Doak, Air Force, Joe Miller, 
Army, and James Muir, Marines, have joined the 
chapter and Mary Jo Petrere, Don’s wife, has joined 
our associates. Welcome Chet, Joe, Jim and Mary Jo 
to Chapter 528. Dennis Bielskis has also joined the 
AVVA as a dual member. Our current membership 
stands at 311 VVA and 84 AVVA members. Of these 
we have 73 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of May 25, 2023, the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership: none
     Dropped from Roster: none
    June AVVA Renewals: Betty Durham
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 

Buddy Poppies

     Thanks to all the volunteers who helped make this 
year’s event a great success. The post collected just 
over $12,000. The monies collected by auxiliary 
members will go to the auxiliary with the balance 
going into the relief fund which is used to help needy 
veterans and veterans causes. It can also be used for 
programs that “foster true patriotism” such as 
purchasing flags for the flag exchange program.
     

Flag Retirement Ceremony

     We will hold our annual flag retirement ceremony 
on Saturday, June 10 at noon. We will be burning 
some of the cloth flags we have accumulated as they 
burn much cleaner than the nylon and polyester flags 
which melt rather than burn and produce an oily 
black and smelly residue. Everyone is invited to 
attend.

Car Show

     The Wednesday car shows are off to a good start 
(no rain). There has been good participation and 

things have run smoothly. Last month I reposted 
the shows ran till 8:00 but they actually end at 
7:00. Still plenty of time to come out and check 
the beautiful cars and get a bite to eat with a cold 
beverage.

Horse Racing Event at the Post
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Chaplain’s Corner


Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

 (A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

God’s Unfailing 
Memory


From Our Daily Bread
by Winn Collier

VFW Horse Racing Event

     A man owned more than $400 million in bitcoin, 
but he couldn’t access a cent of it.  He lost the 
password for the device storing his funds, and disaster 
loomed: after ten password attempts, the device 
would self-destruct. A fortune lost forever.  For a 
decade, the man had agonized, desperately trying to 
recall the password to his life-altering investment.  
He tried eight passwords and failed eight times.  In 
2021, he lamented that he had just two more chances 
before it all went up in smoke.
     We’re a forgetful people.  Sometimes we forget 
small things (where we placed our keys), and 
sometimes we forget massive things (a password that 
unlocks millions).  Thankfully, God isn’t like us.  He 
never forgets the things or people that are dear to 
Him.  In times of distress, Israel feared that God had 
forgotten them.  “The Lord has forgotten me” (Isaiah 
49:14).  Isaiah assured them, however, that their God 
always remembers.  “Can a mother forget the baby at 
her breast?” the prophet asks.  Of course, a mother 
will not forget her suckling child.  Still, even if a 
mother were to commit such an absurdity, we know 
God will never forget us. (V. 15).
     “See,” God says, “I have engraved you on the 
palms of my hands” (V.16).  God has etched our 
names into His own being.  Let’s remember that He 
can’t forget us – the ones He loves.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chaplain’s Corner:  Joy Road Clean Up will be on 
Friday, June 23.  I will send out requests for guys to 
help out on June 23.

 

 steak cookout dinners 

VEGETABLE- 

Medley 

Carrots  

Cauliflower 

Broccoli 

Roll and butter 

FRIDAY’S: June 9, 23, Aug 25, 2023 

Cost:  $20.00 

Location: VFW 6695 

Time: 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
Leon Suchorski BBQ Area and VFW Pavillion 

Lounge available for eating inside  

VVA Chapter 528  
  Plymouth-Canton, MI 

1426 S. Mill St. Plymouth 
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     I want to thank everyone who participated in the 
11th Annual Outing, which took place on Saturday, 
May 20th. We were able to raise $3,600. $2,025 will be 
sent to the American Cancer Society and $1,575 to the 
American Diabetes Association.  These funds will be 
used to fight these terrible diseases

     A special thank you goes out to the following who 
helped make this year’s outing a wonderful success: 
the volunteers, the staff at The Links at Gateway, Dell 
and Larry Witucki, who provided the breakfast rolls
and Menka’s Kitchen, who provided those wonderful 
pulled pork sandwiches. For those of you that have 
asked, Menka’s Kitchen is located at 28567 Warren 
Ave, Garden City and have pulled pork sandwiches 
on their menu every Thursday. I hope everyone 
enjoyed the day.  We had 40 Golfers and 19 Hole 
Sponsors this year. The eleven Outings have now 
raised over $43,000. 

     Congratulations go out to the winning group of 
Rick, Dave, John and Mike, who shot a 60!!  And 
congratulations go out to all of the contest and prize 
winners on the course and at the luncheon.

     The 2024 Gary Bates Memorial Golf Outing is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 18, 2024 at the Links at 
Gateway in Romulus.

     Please, let me know of any questions or suggested 
improvements to the Outing.

The Gary Bates Golf Outing

John Fleming 
92nd Finance Section
Cam Ranh Bay

Photos courtesy of Ron Thomey
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“In Memoriam” 
May We Never Forget!

Deceased VVA Chapter 528 Members Service Dates of Service

Richard Diveto 1944 - 1994 Air Force  
Jeffery Stewart 1949 - 1995  
Gary Smith 1943 - 1996
Delbert Haddock 1948 – 1996 Army January 1968 – August 1970
Marvin Schultz 1947 – 1999 Army April 1969 – December 1971
Bryan Tubbs 1945 – 1999 Army June 1966 – May 1968
Charles Sperry III 1951 – 2000 Navy February 1972 – September 1976
Thomas Labowitch 1947 – 2000 Army November 1966 – August 1968
John Hinman 1947 – 2001 Navy June 1970 – September 1971
Edward Cafruny 1940 – 2002 Army January 1968 – October 1970
Jerry Gibbons 1941 – 2002 Marines November 1959 – November 1968
Robert Cicotte 1947 – 2003 Marines February 1964 – February 1968
T. Joseph Dorey 1943 – 2004 Navy October 1961 – September 1965
John Macik 1943 – 2005 Army September 1961 – September 1964
Basilio Rivera 1953 – 2005 Air Force June 1973 – June 1977
Chris Busse 1947 – 2005 Army August 1966 – August 1969
Thomas Butterfield 1947 – 2006 Army February 1967 – January 1970
Dennis Lowry 1948 – 2006 Army June 1967 – April 1970
Michael Ramsey 1945 – 2007 Navy June 1965 – February 1969
George Troell 1943 – 2007 Army November 1966 – September 1968
Larry Jarvis 1948 – 2007 Marines April 1965 – March 1969 
Joseph Kato Jr. 1945 - 2007 Navy March 1965 - March 1968 
Tom Snell 1946 - 2008 Air Force March 1964 - March 1968
Kris (KC) Brimer 1948 - 2008 Army October 1967 - July 1969 
Cornelius  McGowan 1947 - 2009 Navy July 1966 - May 1968 
Harry Bryant 1948 - 2009 Army January 1967 - 1970 
Richard Torossian 1941 - 2010 Army February 1967 - February 1969 
Franz Brenner 1941 - 2010 Army June 1964 - November 1966 
Tim Klopschinsky 1945 - 2011 Navy September 1965 - September 1969 
Michael Weaver 1949 - 2011 Army June 1968 - January 1971 
Wade Rotthoff 1946 - 2011 Army Army June 1966 - July 1967 
Carl Shefferd 1947 - 2011 Army Army August 1965 - October 1969 
Rolland Anderson 1948 - 2012 Army December 1968 - December 1970
Bernard Burkacki 1947 - 2012 Air Force July 1966 - February 1970 
Eric Schwaller 1950 - 2013 Marines February 1968 - January 1971 
Robert Valeri 1950 - 2013 Marines October 1967 - July 1971 
Eldon Frank 1946 - 2014 Marines January 1968 - August 1969 
Larry Luceus 1942 - 2014 Army December 60 - February 65 
Melvin “Moe” Swope 1949 - 2014 Army January 1969 - January 1971 
Arnold “Gene” Roberts 1949 - 2015 Army August 1967 - August 1970 
Vaughn Hull 1950 - 2015 Air Force November 1970 - November 1971 
William Tackett 1950 - 2015 Army October 1967 - October 1971 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William Boudreau 1948 - 2015 Marines January 1968 - November 1970 
Tim Devlin 1947 - 2015 Army April 1966 - April 1968 
Ken Winkler 1949 - 2015 Marines 1967 - 1970 
Ray Plesiewicz 1947 - 2015 Army 1966 - 1968 
David Wilder 1948 - 2016 Navy September 1967 - June 1971 
Donald King 1945 - 2016 Air Force June 1967 - September 1968 
Dennis Shrewsbury       1941 - 2017 Coastguard June 1961 - July 1965
Dominick Grake 1941 - 2017 Army May 1966 - March 1968
Max Bandy 1949 - 2017 Army August 1967 - August 1970
Ben Tallman 1943 - 2017 Air Force June 1961 - June 1965
Edward Florence Jr. 1945 - 2017 Army September 1965 - August 1969
Roger Schlee 1948 - 2017 Navy February 1968 - December 1971
Larry Backucz 1951 - 2017 Army July 1970 - March 1972
Larry Kilgore 1945 - 2018 Navy December 1963 - September 1967 
Bill Hayes 1948 - 2018 Marines February 1966 - February 1970 
Art Sawyer 1949 - 2019 Navy December 1969 - September 1971 
Fred Sattler, Jr. 1942 - 2013 Army November 1960 - 1963 
Wallace G. Dixon 1944 - 2018 Marines August 1966 - June 1969 
James Peterson 1939 - 2018 Navy August 1958 - August 1962 
Thomas Dorey 1949 - 2019 Marines June 1967 - April 1969 
Brian Metzger 1944 - 2019 Army July 1969 - October 1978
Mike Dicker 1948 - 2019 Marines January 1965 - January 1969
Glen Heinrich 1947 - 2019 Army February 1967 - February 1969 
Gary Kubik 1947 - 2019 Navy September 1967 - August 1971
Leon Suchorski 1944 - 2019 Marines ? 
William Kren 1946 - 2019 Army January 1965 - January 1968 
Don Shannon 1943 - 2019 Army May 1966 - February 1968 
Gary Boucher 1941 - 2020 Army October 1965 - October 1967
Robert Anderson 1946 - 2020 Navy May 1966 - February 1970 
Anthony Brinza III 1947 - 2020 Navy February 1970 - April 1975 
Ed Dziadzio 1947 - 2020 Navy September 1966 - September 1969 
David Codd 1949 - 2020 Marines October 1967 - December 1971 
Clark Crain 1951 - 2020 Air Force August 1973 - October 1977  
Bill Browning 1953 - 2020 Marines January 1971 - December 1971  
Dennis Możdżeń 1948 - 2020 Navy August 1966 - August 1970 
Roger Kehrier 1945 - 2020 Army July 1965 - June 1968 
Mike Kennedy 1946 - 2020 Army February 1966 - February 1969 
Frank Stecker 1946 - 2020 Army May 1966 - May 1969  
Michael Peter Cline 1950 - 2020 Marines 1969 - 1970 
Les Brookins 1944 - 2020 Army November 1954 - November 1961 
William Adams 1943 - 2021 Air Force March 1963 - March 1967 
Dale Fisher 1947 - 2021 Army January 1967 - September 1969 
Robert Kuhlman 1948 - 2021 Army September 1968 - April 1970 
Philip E. Lang 1943 - 2021 Army October 1967 - July 1969  
Al Kerbyson 1946 - 2021 Air Force March 1966 - July 1978 
John Ligner, III 1949 - 2021 Army August 1969 - March 1971
John Zielinski 1950 - 2021 Army June 1969 - January 1972
Marvin Booth 1946 - 2021 Army August 1969 - March 1971
Richard Stidham 19??  - 2022 ? ?
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Gary Pritchard 1946 - 2022 USMC June 1966 - January 1968 
Mark A. Mittleman 1949 - 2022 Army October 1969 - May 1971 
James M. Kimball 1945 - 2022 Navy April 1967 - April 1971  
Patrick T. Sullivan 1945 - 2022 Navy Feb 1967 - October 1968 
Earl E. Burgis 1936 - 2021 Air Force April 1962 - September 1967 
John T. Bresnahan 1950 - 2023 Navy January 1970 - June 1971 
Richard Lewis 1944 - 2023 Army December 1965 - October 1967  
Robert Couturier 1952 - 2023 Air Force February 1973 - February 1976

Deceased AVVA Members / Spouses

Henry “Bob” Smith 1923 - 1995 
Robert Nelson 1929 - 1995
Cynthia Estermyer 1951 - 1998
George Salhaney 1931 – 1998   Army  April  1952 - January 1954 
Stanley Jenkins 1924 - 2000 
Judith LaGrow 1949 - 2003
Carol Luebke 1947 - 2003
William Jakobic 1943 – 2003
Dorothy Dorey 1924 - 2004
Floyd Riley 1933 - 2004
Lynn Wallace 1961 - 2005
Denise Cain 1953 - 2005
Patricia Hull 1946 - 2006
James St. Holmes 1969 - 2007  
Anna Smith 1923 - 2008  
Adam Hays 1930 - 2010  
Karen Ligner 1950 - 2010  
Katherine Boucher 1939 - 2011  
Dorothy Wallace         - 2011 
Nancy E. Spencer 1947 - 2012 
Robert W. Irwin 1935 - 2014  
Barbara Bresnahan 1948 - 2014 
Harold Messer 1935 - 2015 
Barbara Jean Roberts 1953 - 2016 
Ann Rains            2016 
Sue Willim            2016 
Cheri Schlott 1947 - 2017 
Bill Blue 1946 - 2018 
Henry “Hank” Giles 1933 - 2018 
Ann Doherty 1944 - 2019 
Cynthia Dziadzio 1953 - 2020 
Sue Dodson 1944 - 2020 
Lucy Stern 1946 - 2021 
Maureen Estermyer 1952 - 2021 
Christine A. Spurgess 1948 - 2022 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June Birthdays
David Banks, John Bertorello, Roger Buelow, Thomas Carey, Gary Estermyer, 
Dennis  Fago,  Robert  Garrett,  Robert  Noel,  Harold  Hachigian,  Irfan 
Hameedi, Kurt Johnston, Bill Kazaleh, Gary Lane, Anthony LiPare, Dina 
Martin, Jack Massarello, Donald McLane, Zoltan Nagy, William Power,  Rose 
Mary  Rabine,  Bruce  Reynolds,  Gregory  Rowe,  Richard  Sander,  Mark 
Shemanski, Jared Thomas, Judy Thomason, Chris Timco, Casmer Zarosley, 
and Daniel Zedan.

Calendar by

Nancy Dignan

June 2023
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May 19, 2023 Cruz’n Car Show 

 Photos courtesy of John Spencer

Channel 4 News at the V.F.W. Post Saturday, May 27, 2023 to do a 
story about the military items restored by Paul Davis Restorations.
Photos courtesy of John Spencer
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Saturday, June 10, 2023

26th Annual
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Chapter 528 Homefront June 2023

Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion

44th Artillery Pershing  

Ft. Sill, OK 1st year

HHD III Corps   

Ft. Sill, OK 2nd year


Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 168 VVA members’ service 
photos and 3 AVVA members’ service photos 
displayed on our website and in our display case at the 
Post. I’m sure most members have a photo of 
themselves laying around somewhere. When you find 
your photo you can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 
17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and 
send it to: tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, 
bring it to our general membership meetings and give 
it to Tom or Dean Bell or bring it to the VFW.  Be 
sure to include your name, branch of service and the 
year the photo was taken. Don Petrere will place the 
copied service photo in our display case. 

Chapter Officers                 	     

President           John Heraghty                734-845-7444 
1st Vice President      Bob Dew                734-968-3267
2nd Vice President       Pete Glasgow                734-454-9663 
Secretary                       Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                       John Fleming                734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrell Bazman     734-207-3197    Don Petrere        734-595-1422 
Don Dignan          734-525-0157     Al Sneath             734-377-5337 
Gene Spurgess      248-887-621      Tom Fedewa        734-404-6598 
Tom McMullen    734-658-6070    Jerry Thomason  734-895-5257

Committees

A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-515 
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-320-5775 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Joe Tebor 734-502-8087 
State A. Delegate John Spencer 734-397-8975 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-320-5775

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officer (VSO)  
Richard LeGault 734-800-9399
RLEGAULT.VSO@outlook.com
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer

Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo to 
Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrown1949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property 
of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editors, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528 

 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America


VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975

Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________

Phone___________________________________

Present Address_____________________________________________

City_________________________________ State__________________	  Zip Code ____________________

Branch of Service___________________________________    

Date of Birth_______________________________________     	 Today’s Date ________________________


$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______

_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service.

_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member


One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50.


Return this form to:

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528 

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth, MI 48170-0473
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Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


