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Welcome Home!

President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

A big Thanks to Bob Nicosia for sponsoring himself, 
Mark Gall, John Heraghty and Al Dorey in the OIS 
golf outing at the Links of Novi on Friday the 20th 
of May. Great time had by all.  After golf,  a steak 
dinner was provided and prizes.

 Greetings comrades:
Hope everyone is doing well and looking forward to the summer. I’m looking forward to having the 

meetings outside, weather permitting, for the next few months.
I had the privilege of playing in a golf outing with a few other vets on Friday, May 20th, at the Links of 

Novi with the organization “Operation Injured Soldiers” and had a great time. A special thanks goes out to Bob 
Nicosia for sponsoring many holes. This was a fundraiser outing for the OIS organization, which holds a lot of free 
events at a bed and breakfast called Braveheart Estates in Pellston, Michigan. It’s a free weekend for vets and 
spouses which also includes breakfast and dinner.

A little history about the VVA – in January 1978 a group of Vietnam veteran activists went to Washington 
D.C., searching for allies to support the creation of an advocacy organization devoted exclusively to the needs of 
Vietnam veterans. VVA was initially known as the Council of Vietnam Veterans, began its works. VVAs essential 
purpose is to promote the educational, economic, health, culture and emotional readjustment of the Vietnam 
veterans to civilian life. This is done by promoting legislation and public-awareness programs to eliminate 
discrimination suffered by Vietnam veterans. We are over 89,000 strong!

Hope to see you all at the next meeting, in June. Stay healthy and safe.
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Digger’s Desk
Don Dignan 

D/2/16 “Rangers”
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Mark Gallo 1968 
B Co. 1st Bn, 12th Inf,

4th Inf. Div.

Links of Novi Golf Outing 
“Operation Injured Soldiers” 

Photo courtesy of Al Dorey

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
With the Car Shows on Wednesdays at 5:00PM, 
Euchre has switched to Thursdays at 7:00PM. 
Pinochle follows on Fridays at 2:00PM. Come on 
down to the Post for a weekly special and a beer. Be 
wise, stay safe.

RECENTLY AND UPCOMING  
Poppy sales were a tremendous success on May 5 
through May 7 and again on May 18-19. Thanks to Jim 
and Karen Tillman for chairing this event and to all 
poppy wielding volunteers. Our Veteran Relief fund 
has been replenished. Memorial Day will be 
celebrated on May 30 at 9:00AM with a brief 
ceremony ay Veterans Memorial Park in downtown 
Plymouth. There will be no parade again this year and 
that is sad.

ELECTIONS 
The Chapter rallied and held our elections with the 
required 20% of members present and accounted for. 
All positions were filled for the following year.

FISHING DERBY 
The Wayne County Annual Kids Fishing Derby will 
be held on Saturday June 11 at 6 Mile and Northville 
Road. If you would like to help, be there no later than 
7:30AM . Also let Chairman Jerry Thomason know of 
your intention. This event is more fun than work so 
come on down.

The next general membership meeting will be on 
Monday June 13 at 7:00PM. It’s a great time to be an 
American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528. Until 
Valhalla to all members who have gone before us.
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Patti Brothers VVA Volunteer of the Year and Jim 
Tillman VFW Volunteer of the Year

Odds and Ends 
We reached a quorum by a large margin at the last 
meeting, so our elections were held. Congratulations 
to those who were elected for another term..
President John Heraghty
1st Vice President Bob Dew
2nd Vice President Pete Glasgow
Secretary Ron King
Treasurer John Fleming

Board Members (4) Darrell Bazman
(2-year term) Don Dignan

Tom McMullen
Gene Spurgess

State Council Delegate Dennis Bielskis
(2-year term)

Alternate S.C.D. John Spencer
(2-year term) Joe Tebor

Election Committee (3) Bob Bryan
Al Dorey
Bob Lamoureux

     
Membership 

     We had 2 applications for membership this past 
month. Henry Sikes, Army, has joined the chapter 
and Ruth Lamoureux has joined our associates’ 
Welcome Henry and Ruth to chapter 528.
          Our current membership stands at 311 
individual and 77 associate members. Of these we 
have 68 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of May 25, 2022, the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           AVVA:  none
     Dropped from Roster: Kurt Smith
    June AVVA Renewals: none

If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.

Memorial Day 
     There is no parade this year due to the 
outrageous fee charged by the City of Plymouth for 
“city services”. Shows how much they care for 
veterans, especially those who we commemorate on 
this day. There will still be a brief ceremony at the 
Plymouth Veterans Memorial at 9:00. There will 
also be a ceremony at the Canton Memorial at 
10:00.

Flag Day 
     We will have a flag retirement ceremony at the 
post on Saturday, June 11 at noon. Everyone is 
invited to attend this moving program. The scouts 
have also been invited to assist Hot dogs will be 
served after the event.
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Rich Whipple

Chaplain (Certified)
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

Pray First 
Author - James Banks
from Our Daily Bread

Last  Friday  and  Saturday  (May  20  &  21),  I 
participated in the “Tight  Lines  For Troops”  in 
Manistee. Friday I played free golf and Saturday 
morning at  5  AM roughly  300 veterans  got  on 
dozens  of  boats  and headed out  to  the  chilly 
waters of Lake Michigan. I was fortunate to catch 
a 10 lb King Salmon, the only one caught in our 
boat of four veterans. However, several boats had 
as many as 7 fish caught. When we got back to the 
docks, we headed for lunch. The men and women 
living in the Manistee area began to clean all of the 
fish so that every one could take home about 6 lbs 
of  fish!  Thank  you  everyone  that  made  this 
happen, as roughly 60 boats took us out to the lake 
and the boat captains used their own fuel. Thanks 
to all of you who made this happen for us veterans!

        Jack was a rough spoken plumber who worked on 
our church building project.  After he learned I was 
praying for him, he sometimes asked me to pray for his 
friends.  I prayed daily for seven years for God to draw 
Jack near and save him.
     One Saturday during my morning devotional time, I 
was at our church, and I prayed a simple prayer: “Please 
Lord, just give us one!”  That afternoon my cell phone 
rang.  It was Jack.  “I’ve just been diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer, and I’m not ready.”  We agreed to 
meet and he consented to have others pray for him.  At 
our church’s prayer meeting that Sunday evening we 
prayed for Jack’s healing and salvation.  The following 
week, Jack received Jesus as his Savior and was baptized 
the following Sunday.
     Prayer emphasizes God’s ability to make things 
happen.  When we humbly admit we can’t force others 
to come to Him, we open the door for God to 
accomplish what we could never do.  When we pray for 
His Spirit to draw others near, we invite His power.
Because of God’s kindness to us through Jesus, we can 
“approach God’s throne of grace with confidence” 
(Hebrews 4:16), as we cry out with compassion for 
those lost in darkness and facing eternity apart from 
Him.  And as we love others with our prayers, we can be 
assured that our Savior “is also interceding for us” 
(Romans 8:34).

Chaplain’s notes:  Robin King “Ron’s wife” passed on 
May 27 after a long a painful fight with cancer. Funeral 
arrangements will be sent out by way of email. Prayers 
for Gary Pritchard as he is in hospice.  All you that 
know Gary, we will be missing a long time brother very 
shortly.  Gary always had a relationship with his Savior, 
and was a “guys guy”. Semper Fi, Gary!  May our Lord 
and Savior lift you up Gary, when you enter the gates of 
Heaven. Also Bob Bryan, in the hospital for about two 
weeks, appears according to his wife, that he is getting 
better.  Bob has been a VFW member shortly after 
leaving Nam, and was very instrumental in asking our 
VVA members to come back to the Plymouth VFW for 
our monthly meetings…..which we did!
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The Poppy program got its start in France shortly 
after World War I. Madame E. Guerin founded the 
American and French Children’s League. She became 
concerned that the World was “forgetting too soon 
those sleeping in Flanders Field.”

Inspired by the poem “Flanders Fields” which spoke 
of poppies growing in an Allied graveyard. Guerin 
decided the poppy was an appropriate memorial 
flower. This occurred in 1919 in Europe.

The VFW conducted its Buddy Poppy distribution 
before Memorial Day in 1922. At the VFW National 
Encampment in  August 1922 the Poppy was adopted 
as the Official Flower of the VFW. In February 1924, 
the VFW registered the name “Buddy Poppy” with 
the U.S. Patent Office.

VFW National by-laws require that profits from the 
distribution of Poppies shall be used only for the aid, 
assistance, relief and comfort of needy and disabled 
Vets and related activities. To date, over three 
quarters of a billion “Buddy Poppies” have been sold.

During the Poppy Drive it came to our attention that 
several names were not on the rosters or had 
incorrect information. There were land line 
telephone numbers that were dropped, now using cell 
phones or no telephone numbers at all. Therefore, if a 
comrade has changed an address, telephone number 
or e-mail address please update the information with 
the Post

This brings us to the “Buddy Poppy” sales this year by 
the Post. I want to thank all those who made this 
another successful year, especially those individuals 
taking multiple shifts. This was again a combined 
effort of members of the VFW, VVA and Auxiliary. 
There were eight separate locations, covering fifty-
eight shifts over two weekends. The preliminary 
amount collected is $14,856.20 with the expectation 
of a some more proceeds, when additional canisters 
are counted. This money will be of beneficial use 
through the relief funds.

Again thank you!

Jim Tillman
Jr. Vice Commander

Dale

Jan

Drew

Shirley
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Edward Vitez
Norton Air Force Base, CA

1970

“Operation Homecoming” 
I enjoyed the “Rare Photos From The Vietnam War 
Brought To Life With Color” that Don Dignan 
forwarded to our membership. The photos of the 
POWs returning home via the “Hanoi Taxi” 
especially brought up many bitter sweet memories 
of that time. And here’s why: During “Operation 
Homecoming” I was station at Hickam AFB, 
Hawaii as one of the Motion Picture (MoPic) 
Documentation Cameraman assigned to the 1353rd 
Photo Flight when the C-141 Starlifter, named the 
“Hanoi Taxi” by its passengers, arrived from Clark 
AFB, Philippines, with its precious cargo of EX-
POWs.
 I found documenting this part of the repatriation 
of those who’d been kept prisoner by the enemy 
for so long without being in touch with their loved 
ones to be a “bitter sweet” assignment. “Bitter” was 
in viewing from a “wet” camera eye piece, some 
of those who had suffered so long physically and 
mentally under the hands of the enemy and then, 
not being able to comprehend the joy of being in the 
midst of their loved ones again. And the sadness in 
the faces of their loved ones with love in their hearts 
unable to understand why “daddy” does not know 
who I am and a “sweetheart” who is now just a 
stranger.
 “Sweet” was viewing from that same “wet” eye piece 
(but for a different reason), those who long dreamed 
for this moment and rushed to the arms of their 
loved ones almost as fast as they ran to them. And 
the joy in all their faces that hopefully at this 
moment they can pick up where they left off in 
having a life together again.
 “Operation Homecoming” brought 591 American 
prisoners of war (POW) back from Vietnam 
between February 12, 1973, and April 4, 1973, which 
I had the honor of being part of one of the AF 
documentation teams that filmed it.

However, an interesting side note is prior to May, 
1972, I was stationed at Norton AFB, California, 
assigned to 1365th Photo Squadron, of the Aerospace 
Audio – Visual Service ( AAVS) with the 63rd Wing 
of the Military Airlift Command (MAC) where the 
C-141 Starlifter soon to be named the “Hanoi Taxi” 
was based. And oddly enough, it was from here, the 
63rd transported soldiers to Vietnam via C-141

Starlifter aircraft on a regular basis during the war.
 I have often wondered if I may have been part of 
the MoPic cameramen who filmed one of these 
departures for an Air Force Now newsreel segment 
with one of the future “Hanoi Taxi” passengers 
aboard.
 “Welcome Home”
 SSgt. Edward D.Vitez
Motion Picture Cameraman
U.S.A.F. 1970 -1974

“Brown Water Navy”
March 30,1973,  Last 55 to leave Vietnam

disembark at Travis AFB, California
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

June Birthdays 
David Banks, John Bertorello, Roger Buelow, Thomas Carey, Michael Cline, 
Gary Estermyer, Dennis Fago, Robert Garrett, Harold Hachigian, Kurt 
Johnston, Nabeel “Bill” Kazaleh, Gary Lane, Anthony LiPare, Dina Martin, 
Jack Massarello, Donald McLane, Zoltan Nagy, William Power, Rose Mary 
Rabine, Bruce Reynolds, Gregory Rowe, Richard Sander, Mark Shemanski, 
Jared Thomas, Judy Thomason, Chris Timco, Casmer Zarosley and Daniel 
Zedan

June 2022
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– The Middle Rouge River will be stocked with 

rainbow trout. Prizes will be given away in a 

variety of categories. 

– All anglers need to bring their own equipment 

and bait.

– There is a three f ish limit. 

– A casting contest will be taking place 

throughout the event. 

Wayne County Parks
proudly presents

Saturday, June 11, 2022

Waterford Bend Park 
(Corner of Six Mile and Northville Road  

in Northville)

8:00 AM – 11:00 AM

For more information call (734) 261-1990 or visit www.waynecounty.com

Follow Wayne County Parks on Facebook and Twitter!

Schedule of Events
 7:30 AM – 8:00 AM Registration on site
 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM  Children 12 years old and younger can  
  fish and participate in the casting contest
 10:00 AM Fishing for all ages 
 10:30 AM  Presentation of prizes to children

Sponsored in cooperation  
 with Cabela’s, Eppinger 
Manufacturing and Vietnam 
Veterans of America Plymouth/
Canton Chapter 528

25TH ANNUAL 

FISHING  Derby

YankeeAirMuseum.org  |

JUNE 25  2 22 
TAKE OFF AT: Yankee Air Museum

Use code HUEYFUN22 to access the $89 price  
F ights are offered from 10am-12pm.

Take to the Skies

HUEY HELICOPTERHUEY HELICOPTER
RIDES

$ 9 a 

seat!

Experience flying in the UH-1H Huey with 
the doors wide open (weather permitting) 
and the wind rushing through the aircraft. 

• 8-10 Min. Experience

click for 

etails!

Wayne County Parks & Recreation Fishing Derby 2019
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Chapter 528 Homefront June 2022
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 
44th Artillery Pershing  

Ft. Sill, OK 1st year 
HHD III Corps   

Ft. Sill, OK 2nd year 

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 160 VVA members’ service 
photos and 3 AVVA members’ service photos 
displayed on our website and in our display case at the 
Post. I’m sure most members have a photo of 
themselves laying around somewhere. When you find 
your photo you can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 
17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and 
send it to: tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, 
bring it to our general membership meetings and give 
it to Tom or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include 
your name, branch of service and the year the photo 
was taken. Don Petrere will place the copied service 
photo in our display case. 

Chapter Officers                       
President           John Heraghty                734-845-7444 
1st Vice President      Bob Dew                734-968-3267
2nd Vice President       Pete Glasgow                734-454-9663 
Secretary                       Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                       John Fleming                734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrell Bazman     734-207-3197    Don Petrere        734-595-1422 
Don Dignan          734-525-0157     Al Sneath             734-377-5337 
Larry Eichstadt     734-353-0343    Gene Spurgess    248-887-6212 
Tom McMullen     734-658-6070   Jerry Thomason 734-895-5257

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-320-5775 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officer (VSO)  
Richard LeGault 734-800-9399
RLEGAULT.VSO@outlook.com
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo to 
Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrown1949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property 
of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editors, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 
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    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


