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Welcome Home!President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Cruz’n 528 VFW Post 6695 
Photo courtesy of Ted Enright

Greetings Comrades,

It is hard to believe that the summer is almost over. I hope everyone has had a chance to enjoy it up to 
this point. Safe to say it was a little better than last year.

Not too much has happened since my last article, so this won’t be very long. Just wanted to mention a 
couple things. First, I would like to mention that Fall Festival in Downtown Plymouth is happening the 
weekend of September 10, 11, and 12. We will be doing our beer tent fundraiser on Friday, September 10 and 
Saturday, September 11. So please come on out and enjoy! Also, for those who may have never been to 
Kokomo for the Vietnam gathering of veterans, I highly recommend going. Kokomo is a good time, it’s a great 
opportunity to mingle with other veterans from around the country and they have fun activities as well.

So please stay safe, and enjoy the rest of the summer!
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Dennis Waling’s License Plate

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
The Post/Lounge, as of July 1, is back fully open…at 
least according to state rules. If you have not been 
vaccinated, we are asking that you wear a mask to 
enter and get your temperature taken…no big deal; 
you may then remove your mask when seated with 
those within your party. Euchre has resumed on 
Thursdays at 7:00PM and will switch to Wednesdays 
beginning September 8. Pinochle will resume on 
Fridays at 2:00PM beginning September 10. Come on 
down to the Post for a weekly special and a beer. Be 
wise, stay safe.

CAR SHOWS 
The last car show will be on Wednesday September 1. 
Come on down for a final look at great vehicles and 
have a burger, pop or beer. 

UPCOMING 
As things continue to smooth out and return to 
normal, I see Fall Festival, Kokomo, VFW Golf 
Outing, Main Street Car Wash, Meat Raffle, 
Casserole Night, Trunk or Treat, etc. We are turning 
the corner financially and socially while many 
Chapters and Posts are folding. Let’s just keep doing 
what we’re doing. Come on down; you don’t need a 
special reason to drop in.

REST IN PEACE 
In August we lost two of our very long time members 
with the passing of Al Kerbyson and John Ligner. 
Inevitably as we’re aging, this is happening more 
often. Keep this airman and soldier in your prayers as 
well as all other members of our Veteran family.

MEMORIES 
The next meeting is scheduled for September 13 at 
7:00PM so stay tuned, i.e., a reminder will be sent 
out. Depending on the weather, the meeting will be 
outside. I’ll see you there. It’s a great time to be an 
American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528.
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Membership 
     It is with great sadness we report the passing 
of three long-time members, dear friends and 
brothers; Al Kerbyson, John Ligner and Philip 
Lang. Al struggled the last few years but he never 
complained nor ever asked for anything from 
anyone. He loved Chapter 528 and helped out 
whenever he could. John was a charter member 
of the chapter and the color guard and was 
involved in many activities over the years. Phil 
had been a member for about 8 years but moved 
to Florida about 6 months ago to be closer to his 
family. They will all be truly missed. Rest easy 
brothers. 

     There were four applications for membership 
this month. Robert Maddox, Terry Wasalaski, 
and Ken Nelson, all Army, and Danny Olson, Air 
Force, have joined the chapter. Welcome Robert, 
Terry, Ken and Danny to Chapter 528. Our 
current membership stands at 309 VVA and 77 
AVVA members. Of these we have 66 life AVVA 
members.
     Lapsed Members: As of August 25, 2021 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership: none
     Dropped from Roster: Dave Randall
    September AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed thank you. If you 
have not, please do so before the end of the 
month to keep your membership current.
 

Fall Festival 
     I and many others will be attending Al 
Kerbyson’s funeral service on Thursday the day 
we set up for the festival so I’m scheduling our 

meet time at the post at 6:00 to load everything 
up and go to the park to set up at 7:00. Help will 
be needed all 4 days so please plan on donating a 
few hours if you can. Bob Dew is organizing the 
work crews for the beer tent and Don Rachoza 
is the contact for the car show. Festival hours 
are:

Friday         2:00 till 10:00
Saturday     noon till 10:00
Sunday        noon till 5:00

     Parking will be at a premium this year as the 
city has Harvey closed and tore up between 
Ann Arbor Trail and Penniman. This is where 
the entrance to the parking lot and deck is 
located. Not sure what the city is planning to 
do about it. 

VFW Golf Outing 
     There are still a few spots available for teams 
and single players in the outing. The sign-up 
sheet is in the post lounge so get your foursome 
together and register for the outing on 
Saturday, September 25. There is a limit of 22 
teams so don’t delay. Payment must be made by 
September 11. Make all checks out to: VFW 
6695.

     I am still looking for donations of new golf 
balls or other small items I can put in the 
goody bags. I am also putting together a basket 
of cheer for the silent raffle. If anyone has any 
wine or alcohol they would like to donate it 
would be greatly appreciated. Please get it to 
me ASAP. Since we did not have the fish fry 
this year the golf outing is our main fund raiser.    
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Rich Whipple

Chaplain (Certified)
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

Heeding the Warnings                                                      
From Our Daily Bread,  

by Dave Branon 
 

     When a pickpocket tried to pilfer my property 
while I was on vacation in another country, , it wasn’t 
a surprise.  I’d read warnings about the danger of 
subway thieves, so I knew what to do to protect my 
wallet.  But I never expected it to happen.
     Fortunately, the young man who grabbed my 
wallet had slippery fingers, so it fell to the floor where 
I could retrieve it.  But the incident reminded me 
that I should have heeded the warnings.
     We don’t like to dwell on warnings because we 
think they’ll get in the way of enjoying life, but it’s 
imperative to pay attention to them.  For instance, 
Jesus gave us a clear warning while sending out His 
disciples to proclaim God’s coming kingdom 
(MATTHEW 10:7.  He said, “Whoever 
acknowledges me before others, I will also 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven.  But 
whoever disowns me before others, I will disown 
before my Father in heaven” (vv 32-33).
     We have a choice in love. God provided a Savior 
and a plan for us to be in His presence for eternity. 
But if we turn away from God and choose to reject 
His message of salvation and the real life He offers 
for both now and forever, we lose out on the 
opportunity to be with Him.
     May we trust in Jesus, the One who chose to save 
us from being eternally separated from the One who 
loves and made us.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chaplains Notes:  It  is quite devastating when we 
have two of our brothers passing within days of each 
other.  Al Kerbyson was finally free of his body. I can 
envision him in Heaven having an awesome time 
with his new body!  Al was upbeat most of the time, 
and he is in an awesome place now!  John Ligner was 
a good golfer and had many friends. That nasty stroke 
was one thing, but when he found out that he had 
pancreatic cancer (a death sentence), he knew he 
didn’t have long to see his Savior.  Rest in peace you 
two for a job well done back in Nam!  Bob Caldwell is 
still having pain from his surgery. 
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Dying Well, Orchestrating the End of Your Life
 We plan for every event in our lives, yet most of us do 
not plan or prepare for our own death. We all hope for a 
peaceful death, but experiencing that is much harder to 
achieve today than you might think. With advanced 
medicine and technologically complex care and 
treatments, death is now often viewed as a medical 
event and not as a natural part of life. So, while 80% of 
us say that we wish to die at home, less than 17% of us 
will be able to experience that. 
 Many of us have taken an important step to preparing 
for the end of our life by drawing up legal documents 
such as an Advance Healthcare Directive and a Durable 
Power of Attorney for Healthcare. While these 
documents are important, they may not be enough to 
ensure that you are able to live the end of your life on 
your own terms. 
 Dying Well, Orchestrating the End of Your Life goes 
beyond legal documents by giving you the facts, 
resources and tools to create and fulfill your personal 
vision for how you envision the end of your life. 
 Please join us for one of these sessions offered at the 
V.F.W. Hall:
Tuesday, September 21  1:30pm
Wednesday, September 22  6:30pm   
 Both afternoon and evening sessions are the same.  You 
are welcome to invite your spouse/significant other. 
Attendance is limited to 25 for each session. Sign up now 
by sending an email to parrmargot@gmail.com
 If you have any questions, please email or call me at 
313 999 2009.
 Margot Parr, Member, VVA 528 
Margot is a VVA and DAV life member and served in 
the Army as a medic. She is a retired nurse and worked 
for the past 38 years in executive leadership positions 
with various nonprofit healthcare organizations. Margot 
retired 2 years ago as the President and CEO of Angela 
Hospice.

US Army, 44th Medical 
Brigade, 82nd Airborne 
Division 1971-1974. 

Al Kerbyson 1946 - 2021 

Allen Richard Kerbyson (75) passed away August 
18, 2021 at the Michigan Veterans Home, 
Chesterfield, Michigan after a lengthy illness. 
During Allen’s life he patriotically and honorably 
served in the U.S. Air Force from 1966 - 1978 in 
the Security Police K-9 dog unit and base supply 
serving three tours of duty in Thailand during the 
Vietnam conflict. After leaving the military he 
worked at the Detroit Vernors Bottling Plant 
(shipping and receiving section) and afterward for 
Atmosphere Furnace Company in Wixom, 
Michigan until being medically retired. Allen was 
very active with the VFW and Vietnam Veterans 
Organizations until his health declined. Allen is 
survived by his sister Jeanette Seward, Port 
Orange, Florida, sister Dotty Lang, Okemos, 
Michigan, and brother Ken Kerbyson, Mountain 
Home, Idaho along with five nieces, three grand 
nieces, and one grand nephew. Allen had a heart of 
gold, many friends and loved all who knew him. 
He will be greatly missed. A committal service 
with military honors will be held 2:00 pm, 
Thursday, September 9, 2021 at Great Lakes 
National Cemetery, 4200 Belford Rd., Holly MI 
48442.
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Photo courtesy of Ted Enright

John Ligner, III  1949 2021 

John Ligner, III passed away August 22, 2021 at the 
age of 71. He was the loving husband of the late 
Karen; cherished father of Tracy (Ryan) Kroman and 
Kristie Ligner; and devoted grandfather of Lauryn, 
Ashlyn, and Emersyn Kroman. He also leaves many 
in-laws, nieces, and nephews.

John was born in Detroit, Michigan on December 
29, 1949. He met Karen LaGrow in the late 60’s 
before joining the United States Army. He proudly 
served his country during Vietnam and returned 
home to his future wife to start a family. The happy 
couple was married on June 17, 1972 and were 
blessed with two daughters, Tracy and Kristie.

John was a committed tool and die maker, working 
for Braun and retiring from MASCO after several 
years of dedication. He was a hard worker, putting 
in the extra time to provide for his family. Following 
retirement, John spent time with his grandchildren 
and doing the things that he loved.

John was a Harley Davidson enthusiast, owning 
several different motorcycles throughout his 
lifetime. He was a cross country rider as well as a 
local trip taker. John also loved to bowl and threw at 
least one game of 300. He had a passion for golf and 
was truly good at the things he enjoyed. John was a 
very proud veteran and founding member of the 
VVA Chapter 528 and original Color Guard 
member.

Mr. Ligner’s family will receive friends on Saturday, 
August 28th, beginning at 11 a.m. until his Time of 
Sharing at 2 p.m. at McCabe Funeral Home: Canton 

Chapel, 851 N. Canton Center Rd., Canton. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ligner will be laid to rest together at Great 
Lakes National Cemetery in Holly. In lieu of flowers, 
Memorial Contributions may be made to the 
Humane Society and the VVA Chapter 528 in his 
name.



7VET FEST has become an annual event held. This year 
as in s pass years it was held at the Fowlerville Fair 
Grounds located at 8800 W. Grand River Fowlerville, 
Mi., on Saturday, August 7. The program Is presented by 
“VETLIFE” with the support of the Livingston County 
Veterans Associations. This is a family event for veteran 
and their families to enjoy.   It’s a day of Camaraderie 
while learning about a wide variety of veteran-specific 
resources; current information for Veterans related 
legislation.   
 “VETLIFE” is a nonprofit organization formed in 2018 
by veteran families for veteran families. The organization 
was born out of our own struggles after leaving the 
military. We became painfully aware of so many other 
veterans who were facing the same struggles. The large 
number of veterans unaware of benefits and the rising 
number of veteran suicides really bothered us, so we 
formed a nonprofit organization with the purpose of 
promoting a safer, healthier, and prosperous civilian 
lifestyle. This is how the name "VETLIFE" came to 
fruition.

Dennis Bielskis, President 
Berlin Brigade, 11th 
Armored Cav 
2nd Squadron, F-Troop & 
Cam Ranh Bay A-Cav & 
Long Binh 
1969 - 1971

“FORGET THEM NOT” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The POW Committee of Michigan 
  

Cordially invites you 
To attend 

  
The 42nd annual 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day 
Ceremony 

Honoring Michigan’s 
Unreturned Veterans 

Friday, September 17, 2021 
6:30 p.m. 

 
Keynote Speaker 

MG DARREN  l. WERNER 
Commanding general, 

 u.s. army tank Automotive & armaments command 
 

At the  
“Michigan Remembers” POW/MIA Memorial 

Oakland Hills Memorial Gardens 
Twelve Mile & Novi Roads - Novi, Michigan 

  

RSVP to Debbie McClain, President    Marty Eddy, Secretary/Treasurer 
powmiapineau@outlook.com                    248-214-6398 

Veterans Groups and Colors are Welcome  

The 41st National POW/MIA Recognition Day
“Michigan  Remembers”  POW/MIA Memorial 
Oakland Hills  Memorial  Gardens Twelve Mile  & 
Novi Roads, Novi, Michigan.
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

September  Birthdays 

September 2021

David Baringer, Roger Bebow, Daniel Bowe, Leon Carter, Robert 
Denstedt, Timothy Dunatchik, Thomas Forster, Peter Glasgow, James 
Grant, David Henwood, John Heraghty, Stewart Israel, Rich Lewis, 
Ron Little, Victor Lukasiak, Timothy Moore, Charles Neal, Don 
Petrere, Dave Ramsey, Albert Sneath, Robert “Bobby” Somerville, John 
Spencer and Richard Stidham.
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Chapter 528 Homefront September  2021
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 
44th Artillery Pershing  

Ft. Sill, OK 1st yr. 
HHD III Corps   

Ft. Sill, OK 2nd yr. 

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

Chapter Officers                       
President           John Heraghty                734-845-7444 
1st Vice President      Bob Dew                734-968-3267
2nd Vice President       Pete Glasgow                734-454-9663 
Secretary                       Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                       John Fleming                734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrell Bazman     734-207-3197    Don Petrere        734-595-1422 
Don Dignan          734-525-0157     Al Sneath             734-377-5337 
Larry Eichstadt     734-353-0343    Gene Spurgess    248-887-6212 
Tom McMullen     734-658-6070   Jerry Thomason 734-895-5257

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-320-5775 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle Bob Dew           734968-3267 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officer (VSO)  
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or 
photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrown1949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become 
the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 
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    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


