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    August 2021

Welcome Home!
President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Greetings Comrades,
Just before our July meeting we had a dedication ceremony for Leon Suchowski at the shelter we built 

on his behalf. The ceremony was attended be Leon’s Family members and his attorney. We attached a plaque 
on the building with Leon’s picture and his service information. Leon’s family was really moved by the event. I 
would personally like to thank 1st Vice President Bob Dew by heading up this project and appreciate all his 
hard work.

VA Secretary Denis McDonough made a decision to immediately implement provisions of the 
William M. Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act for fiscal year 2021 by adding bladder cancer, 
hypothyroidism, and parkinsonism to the list of conditions presumptively service connected to Agent 
Orange. What this means is that it accelerated the long overdue benefits for veterans who had claims in for 
these health issues. Also, the VA will have cases automatically reviewed that were denied for these health 
issues without having to file a new claim.

Hope to see more comrades at the August meeting which will be held outdoors, weather permitting. 
Stay safe and see you all at the next meeting!

Main Street Car Wash 2015 
Hopefully  528  will  be  back  to  our 
normal activities this summer and fall.
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
The Post/Lounge, as of July 1, is back fully open…
at least according to state rules. If you have not 
been vaccinated, we are asking that you wear a 
mask to enter and get your temperature taken…
no big deal; you may then remove your mask 
when seated with those within your party. Euchre 
has resumed on Thursdays at 7:00PM. Pinochle 
will resume in September. Come on down to the 
Post for a weekly special and a beer. Be wise, stay 
safe.

POPPIES 
We had two additional Poppy days at Kroger in 
Canton. This is to support Veterans in need and 
goes into the relief fund. We are Veterans serving 
Veterans. Thanks to all who volunteered but 
especially Jim and Karen Tillman for their 
chairmanship. Come to the meeting to hear the 
results.

JULY 4 BBQ 
Our annual Independence Day Chicken BBQ was 
an eventual sell out by mid-afternoon on Sunday, 
July 4. Thanks to those folks who helped us 
succeed including Bob Bryan, Ron King, Patti 
Brothers, Ruth McCarthy, Ruth Bryan, Gordie 
Bardeleben, Bryan Bentley, Walt Muney, Bob 
Brothers, Nancy Dignan, Mikey Smith and me. If 
I missed anyone, I apologize.

CAR SHOWS 
If it doesn’t rain, the car shows kick off with great 
vehicles, burgers, pop and beer every Wednesday 
from 5-8PM. Come out and see our new cooking 
area. 

UPCOMING 
If things continue to smooth out, on the horizon 
I see Fall Festival, Kokomo, VFW Golf Outing, 
Main Street Car Wash (?), Meat Raffle, Casserole 
Night, Trunk or Treat, etc. We are turning the 

corner financially and socially while many Chapters 
and Posts are folding. Let’s just keep doing what 
we’re doing.

MEMORIES 
The next meeting is scheduled for August 9 at 
7:00PM so stay tuned, i.e., a reminder will be sent 
out. Depending on the weather, the meeting will be 
outside. I’ll see you there. It’s a great time to be an 
American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528.

Main Street Car Wash 2013

Plymouth Fall Festival 2012
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

VFW Golf Outing 

Saturday, Septem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fundraiser 

ber 25, 2021 

 

 

Where: Hickory Creek Golf Course 

When: 8:00 Check-in,  

             9:00 shotgun start 

Cost: $75 per person/ $300 team** 

Included: golf/w cart, coffee & 
donuts before golf, hot dog, chips & 
drink at the turn, dinner at the post 
after golf 

Prizes will be awarded for low 
scores, closest to the pin and closest 
to the squiggly line 

Silent auction will be held during 
dinner 

Sign-up sheet available in the 
lounge. All money must be paid by 
September 11th. 

Limit of 22 teams. 

Membership 
     We have lost 2 more members. Robert Kuhlman 
passed away last month and a letter I received from 
Cynthia Adams reports that her husband, William 
Adams, passed away in January. He had only been a 
member for about a year and a half. Rest easy 
brothers. There were no applications for membership 
this month. Our current membership stands at 307 
VVA and 77 AVVA members. Of these we have 66 
life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of July 25, 2021 the following 
individuals have not renewed their membership:
           AVVA:  Dave Randall
     Dropped from Roster: none
    August AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 

Fall Festival 
     It is now official. The Plymouth Fall Festival will 
go on as planned the weekend of September 10-12. 
We will set up on Thursday afternoon, Sept. 9, time 
TBD.  We will need a lot of help so please plan on 
donating a few hours if you can. This will be our last 
year manning a booth so come on out for one last 
hoorah.

VFW Golf Outing 
     The sign-up sheet is now in the post lounge so get 
your foursome together and register for the outing on 
Saturday, September 25. Single golfers can also sign-up 
and will be put together to form a team. There is a 
limit of 22 teams so don’t delay. Payment need not be 
made until September 11. (See flyer in the newsletter 
or lounge for details.)

Kokomo 
     With the easing of Covid restrictions and with 
most of us vaccinated there will be a big crowd this 

year at the annual reunion. If you have never been 
there you should consider going for a once in a 
lifetime experience. We are also placing 3 more 
bricks in the Memorial Garden for Bill Browning, 
Mike Kennedy and Clyde Rains. That will bring 
the total to twenty the number of chapter 
members who have attended the reunion and 
have passed on. There is also a new memorial in 
town dedicated to “Women in Service” that some 
of us plan to go see. The reunion takes place 
September 17-19 although many of us go earlier.
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Rich Whipple

Chaplain (Certified)
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

THE QUIET PLACE 
OF PRAYER 

From Our Daily Bread
Author: David Roper

Our last “Joy Road Clean Up” on Friday, July 23 . It 
was lightly raining before we started our clean up, 
but  then it  thankfully  stopped.  Once again,  my 
camera failed and I had to take the picture with my 
cell phone. We collected 7 bags of trash and one 
condom!  From left  to  right:  “Golf  Pro”  Tom 
Fedewa,  Pastor  Mike  Panich,  “Too  Tall”  Jim 
Til lman,  Dale  “Kokomo”  Luebke,  Denny 
“Bonneville” Fueling, Roger “Dodger” Riddell, Bob 
“50-50”  Lamoureux,  Danny  “Freedom Center” 
Droz,  and  Larry  “I  like  Ike”  Eichstadt.  Many 
thanks to the guys above as were able to knock the 
2.25 miles in a little over one hour. The next Joy 
Road Clean Up will be on Friday, October 1. I will 
be  out  of  the  country  so  I’d  appreciate  it  if 
someone would take command.

Chaplain Whip

     Prayer if worship. Our praying should be full of 
adoration, affection, and fondness for God – that He 
is who He says He is; that he created us in order to 
have someone on whom He could shower His love; 
that He stretched out His arms on the cross, that He 
intends, in the fullest sense, to make whole men and 
women out of us.  In worship, as the old word 
“worth-ship” implies, we declare what we value the 
most.  It’s one of the best ways in the world to love 
God.
     Prayer is the highest expression of our dependence 
on God.  It’s asking for what we want.  We can ask for 
anything- even the most difficult things.  “Do not be 
anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God.” (Philippians 4:6).  Anything large 
enough to occupy our minds is large enough to hang a 
prayer on.
     Prayer, however, by its nature is requesting.  It’s 
not insisting or clamoring.  We can make no demands 
of God or deals with Him.  Friends, don’t make 
demands.  They ask and then wait.  We wait with 
patience and submission until God gives us what we 
request –or something more.
     Prayer is asking for understanding.  It’s the means 
by which we comprehend what God is saying to us in 
the Scriptures.  Prayer focuses and unites our 
fragmented hearts.
     In the quiet place of prayer, God comforts, 
instructs, and listens to us.  There we learn to love 
and worship Him.
----------------------------------------------------------------------
Chaplain’s notes: Al Kerbyson is enjoying his new 
room in Macomb County at the Michigan Veterans 
Home  near Selfridge.  His cell number is 
734-612-9757.  Dick Waldecker is back and will be 
needing some of us to give him some help.  Art 
Ohanian is driving again and will be at the Post on 
Thursday for Euchre. John Ligner is still at Bickford 

of Canton assisted living. John Berry (friend of Bill 
Petrere)is having medical issues.

Joy Road Clean Up
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Michael Peter Cline 1950 - 2020

Michael  and his  wife  Diana,  both just  recovered 
from cancer. Soon afterward, Michael had a heart 
attack and died. He is wearing a miniature Purple 
Heart Medal.  He was a member of VVA 528 but 
lived in Kunkletown, PA. We donated $500.00 to 
his wife while he was battling cancer. Michael served 
in  Vietnam  Alpha  Company  1st  Battalion  1st 
Marines 1st Division in 1969 and 1970. Photos and article 
courtesy of Peter Glasgow.

Operation Injured  Soldier  is  based in  South 
Lyon MI and is a very fine organization that is 
dedicated  to  helping  veterans.  Many  of  our 
members especially our golfers have participated 
in what they have to offer.
If anyone would like to help them out and shop 
at Amazon you can at no cost to you. All you 
have to do is log into smile.amazon.com and fill 
out the form and put Operation Injured Soldier 
as your charity and a portion of your purchase 
will be donated to them quarterly. 

Thanks, Gene Spurgess

Operation Injured Soldier

On July 17th we had 40 members of 
the VVA , VFW, and Aux enjoying 
the Yankee Air Museum Huey rides. 
All passengers had a great time. This 
Huey also had served in Vietnam. 
We plan to do this again next year so 
get ready to fly.

Darrell Bazman

Yankee Air Museum Huey rides
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Dying Well - Orchestrating the 

End of Your Life 
 
We plan for every event in our lives, yet most of 
us do not plan or prepare for our own death.   
We all hope for a peaceful death, but experiencing 
that is much harder to achieve today than you 
might think. With advanced medicine and 
technologically complex care and treatments, 
death is now often viewed as a medical event and 
not as a natural part of life. So, while 80% of us 
say that we wish to die at home, less than 17% of 
us will be able to experience that. 
 
How do you orchestrate the quality of your life 
and maintain your dignity until your last precious 
moment? You do that by creating a vision that 
truly defines what makes life worth living for you 
and by understanding the obstacles you may face 
to living your vision. This educational session will 
provide you with the facts and resources to create 
and fulfill your own vision for the end of your 
life. 

This is a 90 minute educational session and can 
run a little longer. Handouts will be provided.
 
Tuesday, September 21 1 pm to 3 pm and
Wednesday, September 29 6 pm to 8 pm.
Attend only one of these two sessions. Sessions 
will be held at our VFW 6695.
 
Thank you, Margot Parr - 313-999-2009

Main Street Car Wash - 2010 - 2015

US Army, 44th Medical 
Brigade, 82nd Airborne 
Division 1971-1974. 

Margot retired last year 
as the President & CEO 
of Angela Hospice.



75

Car Shows End September 1
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

August  Birthdays 
Joe Agius, Frank Barkovich, Dennis Bielskis, Patty Bielskis, William Brown, 
Bob Carris, Rick Ciaramitaro, John Ciuffetelli, Kevin Demsky, Nancy 
Dignan, Wayne Duering, Michael Dupuis, Richard Gebstadt, Darrel (Tom) 
Gibson, Bob Hallmark, Peter Horning, John Kish, Michael Kokoszka, 
Marcel Loosbrock, Brenda Menendez, Linda Mentink, Cindy Northrop, 
LeRoy Paige, Raymond Pasquantonio, Donald Rachoza, Clinton (Russ) 
Sanford, Mikey Smith, Casper “Cass” Swamba, John Vincenti, 

August 2021
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Chapter 528 Homefront August  2021
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 
44th Artillery Pershing  

Ft. Sill, OK 1st yr. 
HHD III Corps   

Ft. Sill, OK 2nd yr. 

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

Chapter Officers                       
President           John Heraghty                734-845-7444 
1st Vice President      Bob Dew                734-968-3267
2nd Vice President       Pete Glasgow                734-454-9663 
Secretary                       Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                       John Fleming                734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrell Bazman     734-207-3197    Don Petrere        734-595-1422 
Don Dignan          734-525-0157     Al Sneath             734-377-5337 
Larry Eichstadt     734-353-0343    Gene Spurgess    248-887-6212 
Tom McMullen     734-658-6070   Jerry Thomason 734-895-5257

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-320-5775 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle Bob Dew           734968-3267 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)  
Dennis Bielskis - 810-623-8002 
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or 
photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrown1949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become 
the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 
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    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


