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Welcome Home!

President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Greeting Comrades,

Well, another month has gone by and once again no meeting. Hopefully, we can have a meeting in 
February. However, we did have a board meeting this month on January 26, at 7:00 pm which addressed some 
of our business. The February meeting will be the first go around for nominations of officers and board of 
directors, so start thinking about if you would like to step up into a position or nominate someone!

Gary Estermyer our Service Officer sent me some information on Blue Water Navy Claims. As of 
December 2020, there were 66,247 claims still on the books and 35,280 claims completed. So, it is advised to 
stay patient if you have a claim filed, they are processing them!

Stay safe and call the VA for an appointment to get your COVID vaccinations, if you would like to get 
it. I will be getting my first dose on February 2 and the second on February 23. We hope to see many of you at 
our first meeting back together in February.

August 10-14
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
The Post/Lounge is scheduled to reopen on February 
1. You must wear a mask to enter and get your 
temperature taken; you may then remove your mask 
but maintain a six foot distance from those outside 
your party. All this is subject to change when 
additional or altered rules are announced. Naturally 
Euchre and Pinochle are still on hold for awhile. Be 
wise, stay safe.

SUPERBOWL PARTY 
Right now a superbowl party is being considered. As 
we get nearer, details will be announced. Keep your 
fingers crossed.

DAYS OF YORE 
We have lost the Annual Soup ‘n Salad, Chili Cookoff, 
and Lenten Fish Fries which could possibly be revived 
at a non-traditional date. 

The next meeting is scheduled for February 8 so stay 
tuned, i.e., a reminder will be sent out. If it happens, 
I’ll see you there. Nominations for VVA officers and 
BOD members will likely begin also. It’s a great time 
to be an American, Veteran and member of Chapter 
528.

Lenten Fish Fries of the Past
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Membership 
     If you missed chaplain Rich Whipple’s article last 
month we recently lost good friend and long-time 
member Clyde Rains around the end of November. 
Clyde was also a past commander of the VFW post. 
In addition, Frank Stecker passed away last June. He 
had only been a member about 15 months at the time 
of his passing. Lucy Stern, AVVA member and wife of 
member John Stern, passed away this past month. 
Our thoughts and prayers go to all of their families. 
There were no applications for membership this 
month. Our current membership stands at 308 VVA 
and 76 AVVA members. Of these we have 59 life 
AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of January 25, 2021 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           AVVA:  Jeff Rousseau, Troy Fisher
     Dropped from Roster: none
     February AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 

Chapter Elections 
     Nominations for office will begin at the February 
meeting and continue in March and April. Executive 
officers and the election committee serve 1 year 
terms and board of directors serve 2 year terms. In 
addition, this year we will be electing delegates for 
the national convention. The VVA National 
Convention is scheduled for August 10 – 14 in 
Greensboro, NC. Any member in good standing can 
run for office. If you wish to do so you can get a 
fellow member to nominate you or you can nominate 
yourself.

Kokomo 
     Although the last Kokomo reunion was barely 4 
months ago we already have 3 brick pavers to add 
to their memorial garden. We will have bricks 
placed for Bill Browning, Mike Kennedy and Clyde 
Rains. This brings to 20 the number of chapter 
members who have attended the reunion and have 
passed on. Hopefully we will be able to have a 
return to normalcy at this year’s event.

VFW 6695 
     Under the governor’s guidelines the post was 
able to reopen February 1 but only at 25% capacity. 
Because of these restrictions, the Superbowl party 
is cancelled but the raffle will go on. The Lenten 
fish fry’s are being postponed until a later date. The 
plan is to possibly have them in the summer when 
patrons can eat outside as well as inside. Further 
details will be forthcoming.

Lenten fish fries of the past
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Chaplain’s Corner 

Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

The Success Test 
                                                  

TGIF Today God Is First 
Volume 2 by Os Hillman   

"But remember the LORD your God, for it is He 
who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so 
confirms His covenant, which He swore to your 
forefathers, as it is today” (Deut. 8:18).

      Muhammad Ali is considered the greatest 
heavyweight boxer of all time. He won 56 of his 61 
professional fights and knocked out 37 opponents. 
His most famous catchphrase was, "I am the 
greatest!”

     One day, Ali was seated in an airplane when the 
flight attendant came up the aisle to make sure that 
all the passengers had their seatbelts fastened. 
Reaching Ali's seat, she asked him to buckle up.
"Hmph!" the champ sneered. "Superman don't need 
no seatbelt!" The flight attendant smiled sweetly and 
replied, "Superman don't need no airplane, either." 
Ali fastened his seatbelt.

     The greater our success, the greater the risk of us 
thinking too highly of ourselves. Scottish historian 
Thomas Carlyle observed, "Adversity is sometimes 
hard upon a man; but for one man who can stand 
prosperity there are a hundred that will stand 
adversity." And Oswald Chambers wrote, "Sudden 
elevation frequently leads to pride and a fall. The 
most exacting test of all to survive is prosperity.”

     Each of us must view success as a gift from God. 
We must learn to see all of our successes as a gift 
from God, not our own achievement. The Lord is the 
source of all success, all elevation, all blessing. If you 
have a good mind and a healthy body, if you live in a 
land of opportunity, if you have a good education, if 
you've had a few breaks go your way, then you have 
much to be grateful for - and no cause for arrogance. 
You didn't achieve success; you received it as a gift. 

     Each of us must voluntarily humble ourselves 
before God - or God will have to humble us Himself. 

I have learned it is better to learn humility 
voluntarily, than involuntarily! Paul tells us: "For by 
the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do 
not think of yourself more highly than you ought, 
but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, 
in accordance with the measure of faith God has 
given you" (Rom. 12:3).

Chaplain’s notes: I am not aware of any in our 
chapter that is having difficulties at this time.  We 
did lose AVVA member Lucy Stern, the wife of 
VVA member John Stern who passed away last 
month.  Hopefully we will be allowed to have 
meetings again soon.

June 5, 2017 Golf League
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

February  Birthdays 

February 

Bruce Benyo, Tom Brown, Bob Bryan, Phillip Cabreros, Thomas Dogonski, 
Larry Eichstadt, Tony Everett, Charles Fannin, Troy Fisher, Steve Frazer, 
Leroy Griffin, Mark Grzesiek, Paul Jagenow, Gary Koscielniak, John Krueger, 
Dale Luebke, Harold (Bud) Pierce, Robert Rood, John Stern, Jerry 
Thomason, Ken Tregear, Thomas Trevarthen, Richard Waldecker, and 
Lawrence Willenborg.

VALENTINES 
DAY



6

 

Chapter 528 Homefront February 2021
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 
44th Artillery Pershing  

Ft. Sill, OK 1st yr. 
HHD III Corps   

Ft. Sill, OK 2nd yr. 

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

Chapter Officers                       
President        John Heraghty              734-845-7444 
1st Vice President   Bob Dew              734-968-3267
2nd Vice President    Pete Glasgow              734-454-9663 
Secretary                     Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                     John Fleming              734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrel Bazman  734-207-3197     Don Dignan  734-525-0157 
Tom McMullin 734-658-6070    Larry Eichstadt  734-353-0343  
Gene Spurgess  248-887-6212     Bruce Beny0  734-326-0867  
Don Petrere 734-595-1422    Al Sneath  734-377-5337 

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle Bob Dew           734968-3267 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)  
Dennis Bielskis - 810-623-8002 
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo 
to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrown1949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the 
property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 
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    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


