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Welcome Home!
President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Greetings Comrades,
     I hope everyone had a nice Christmas considering the circumstances.
     Obviously, the rules have tightened up about COVID 19, so we weren’t able to meet in December. As of 
now, it doesn’t appear we will be able to meet in January. Sorry to bring this news to you all, but unfortunately, 
we don’t have a choice. Luckily though, we don’t have a lot of pressing issues to talk about.
     At the beginning of December, Bob Dew, Jim Hodgson, Ron King and myself went to Kohl’s and 
purchased some pajamas, underwear and some gloves. We were able to bless the Fisher House of Ann Arbor 
with the goods.
     Not much else is happening for the remainder of the year. I hope everyone has a Happy New Year and 
hope 2021 brings us all better news and luck! Stay safe and hope to see you all soon!

Pat Doherty, Rich Whipple and 
Larry Eichtadt 

Photo courtesy of Bob Dew
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Remembrance of Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941 
Stu Israel, John Heraghty, Ron King, Boband 

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
The lounge has temporarily closed again due to the 
pandemic but is scheduled, as of this writing, to 
reopen on January 15. You must wear a mask to enter 
and get your temperature taken; you may then remove 
your mask but maintain a six foot distance from those 
outside your party. All this is subject to change when 
additional or altered rules are announced. Naturally 
Euchre and Pinochle are still on hold for awhile. Be 
wise, stay safe.

PEARL HARBOR DAY 
December 7, a day which has lived in infamy, was 
commemorated in downtown Plymouth Memorial 
Park. I was unable to attend because of surgery but I 
understand that attendance was good. Never forget. 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 
The Chapter again rang bells for the Salvation Army 
for the 20-25th year in a row…I lost count. It is a 
wonderful holiday tradition. I was unable to attend 
but the event was a success. John Fleming will report 
the bottom line when the SA gives it to him. As I have 
mentioned in the past, there are so many locations to 
be covered, some have to be covered by “paid” bell 
ringers so our Chapter negates that expense. 

Right now the next meeting is scheduled for January 
11 so stay tuned. If it happens, I’ll see you there. It’s a 
great time to be an American, Veteran and member of 
Chapter 528.

Chapter 528 Christmas Party 2013

Remembrance of Pearl Harbor Dec. 7 1941 
Stu  Israel,  John  Heraghty,  Ron  King,  Bob 
Lamoreaux, Bob Dew and Dennis Waling.
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Salvation Army
Bob Dew & Ron King

Photo courtesy of  Pat Doherty

 Mangrove plantings at Bàu Cá Cái in Quảng Ngãi 
province, Vietnam. Could these humble rows of trees 
prevent a natural disaster? The Vietnamese 
government hopes so. Mangrove forests like Bàu Cá 
Cái in coastal Vietnam’s Quảng Ngãi Province are 
important shields against destructive typhoons that 
rock the coast each year. Unfortunately, mangrove 
trees have been depleted over the years by population 
growth, climate change, and increased use of waters 
for fish farming. Plantings at Bàu Cá Cái - outlined by 
bamboo frames to create the neat patterns seen here 0 
- have been part of a major initiative to regenerate 
nearly 10,000 acres of mangrove forest around the 
country. The mangrove forest in our photo is made up 
of Spondias pinnata trees, sometimes called wild 
mango trees for the stone fruit they produce.

Membership 
     There were no applications for membership this 
month. Our current membership stands at 310 VVA 
and 77 AVVA members. Of these we have 60 life 
AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of December 25, 2020 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
     AVVA:  Jeff Rousseau
     Dropped from Roster: none
     January AVVA Renewals: Patty Brothers, Tony           
Lipare
      If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 AVVA Membership 
     With only 17 associate members remaining on a 1 
or 3-year membership I would like to encourage 
them to consider converting to a life membership. 
The rates are: $175 for those 59 and under and $100 
for those 60 and over. If you wish to remain an 
annual paid member it is still $20 for 1 year and $50 
for 3 years.

VFW 6695 
     The latest state order keeps us closed until January 
15th but with coronavirus cases dropping in 
Michigan the governor hinted this may be relaxed 
before then. Hopefully we will be open so we can 
have our monthly meetings and get together in the 
lounge for some much needed comaraderie.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!

Jim Hodgson
The Deans, 120th 

AHC, 1st Avn 
Brigade
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Chaplain’s Corner 

Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

Perseverance for Success 
                                                  

TGIF Today God Is First 
Volume 2 by Os Hillman    

"And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 
Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, 
because we know that suffering produces 
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, 
hope" (Rom. 5:2-4).

     Perseverance is the key to every great 
accomplishment because nothing of lasting value 
has ever been achieved without it. Industrialist 
Henry Ford is one of the great success stories of 
American history, but he failed in business five times 
before he succeeded. A Ford Motor Company 
employee once asked his boss the secret of success, 
and Henry Ford replied, "When you start a thing, 
don't quit until you finish it."   
    The path ahead of you is strewn with obstacles.  
People will oppose you  There will be financial 
setbacks, time pressures, illnesses and misfortunes.  
Some of the biggest obstacles will be inside of you: 
self doubt, insecurity, procrastination, and worry.  
You must give yourself permission to succeed.
     When we persevere through adversity, we win the 
approval of our Lord Jesus Christ, who told the 
suffering church at Ephesus, "I know your deeds, 
your hard work and your perseverance. . .  You have 
persevered and have endured hardships for my 
name, and have not grown weary" (Rev. 2:2-3). That, 
I'm sure, is the same commendation Joseph received 
from God when he passed the perseverance test.
     Perseverance is a refusal to quit. It's falling down 
100 times and getting back up 101 times. We need 
to remember that perseverance is not a matter of 
forcing doors to open; it's standing in front of the 
doors as long as it takes before God chooses to open 
them.
     Life is a marathon, not a sprint. The race doesn't 
go to the swiftest, but to those who don't give up. 
We need endurance in order to deal with the stress 
of adversity. We must maintain a balanced diet, 
exercise regularly, and get plenty of rest. People give 

up or give out when they feel depleted when they 
physically, emotionally and spiritually run out of gas.
     When going through adversity, watch out for 
pessimists, blamers and toxic personalities. Beware 
of people who try to talk you out of your dreams 
and goals. Spend time with optimists and 
encouragers. Seek out people of faith.  Persevere to 
the end!
Chaplain’s Corner: I loved this article above, 
talking about “perseverance”…a refusal to quit!
As many of us know, getting older isn’t fun. Death 
can be right around the corner. This is an excellent 
time to get in touch with our Savior, Jesus Christ.  
Let Him know you are in need of Him.  Seek a 
relationship with Him, for that is the only ticket 
that will give you Everlasting Life. I went to a 
parochial school to the 8th grade, and got away from 
Him.  Fortunately, He accepted me back and I now 
have a relationship with Him for my lifetime on this 
Earth and beyond when I pass.  
I would encourage you to join our “Vets for Christ” 
every Monday evening.  We have two pastors and 
two chaplains, and several guys who lead the Bible 
Study.  So come and join us.  You don’t have to be a 
Bible Scholar, because we’re all at different levels!  
Phone me for more information!
     Past Commander of the VFW and a long 
standing member of VVA 528, Clyde Rains has 
passed away about three weeks ago. There was no 
funeral announced. Prayers for Phil Cabreros’ family 
as his brother-in-law, Douglas Ward, passed away in 
Hawaii on December 25.  Prayers for Gary 
Estermyer and his wife Maureen, who is battling 
“Goodpasture syndrome”, a disease which 
antibodies attack the basement membrane in lungs 
and kidneys.
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VVA 528  members  Jim Hodgson,  Bob  Dew,  Lisa 
(Canton Kohl’s  Manager),  John Heraghty  and Ron 
King,  doing  our  annual  Christmas  shopping  at 
KOHL's.We purchased $13,000 worth of coats, towels, 
underware, gloves, hats, pajama bottoms, etc. for the 
Homeless Veterans in Detroit and the Ann Arbor VA 
Hospital patients; we spent only $2,500.00. Lisa also 
gave us a collection of soaps, shower gel, shampoo and 
other bathroom supplies she and the store employees 
collected  for  the  homeless.  This  picture  is  of  the 
second buying spree for the VA Hospital using KOHL's 
cash we received from the first buy for the homeless on 
Dec 7th. 

Christmas Activity Wrap-up 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing 

Thank you to all of the members that came out on 
Saturday, December 5 to Kroger’s in Plymouth.  The 
results of our efforts on that Saturday were $752.51, 
which was a few dollars more than last year.

Winter Clothing Drive 
This year our shopping trip was much different as we 
only had a small group consisting of John Heraghty, Jim 
Hodgson, Ron King and Bob Dew. We had additional 
help from Kohl’s employees Sherri, Don, Barb and Lisa 
Grasso Store Manager. Our budget this year was 
$3,250.00 thanks to additional donation of $1000.00 
from PLAV 61, $150.00 from Dan and Kathy McLean, 
and $100.00 from Don Kohler, a Kohl’s employee and 
Vietnam Veteran. We did go over by $103.11 but were 
able to deliver retail value in winter clothing to Love a 
Michigan Vet Project of $10,987.60, on Tuesday, 
November 24, 2020.  

On Monday, December 7, 2020 the four of us went 
back to Kohl’s and finalized our shopping with the help 
of Lisa, spending our Kohl’s Cash, Rewards and 
another $20.00 donation by a Kohl’s customer totaling 
$1,175.00 for Men’s and Ladies underwear and flannel 
pants. Store discounts of $2,026.65 provided us retail 
value in clothing of $3,201.65. All clothing went to the 
VA Ann Arbor Hospital. Our Winter Clothing Event 
this year providing a grand total of $13,189.25 in retail 
value of clothing for homeless and hospitalized 
veterans.

I want to personally thank Bob Dew for his taking over 
the Drive this year since I was not able to attend.  And 
of course, a special thank you to Lisa and her wonderful 
staff at Kohl’s!!!!

Hopefully we have helped a large number of 
veterans in this very difficult year.
I hope the members of the Chapter had a very 

John Fleming 
92nd Finance Section
Cam Ranh Bay

Jim Hodgson
The Deans, 120th 
AHC, 1st Avn 
Brigade
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

January  Birthdays 

January 2021

Richard Adis, Ronald Bator, John Berry, Charles Bilyk, Patricia Brothers, Mike 
Bush, Lee Camilleri, Robert Cheatham, Steven Cunningham, James Day, Patrick 
Doherty, Jim Dorey, Louie Dorka, Gregory Epacs, Arthur Esper, Shawn Flaharty, 
Dennis Fuelling, William Gravett, William Harrigan, Peter Holden, Johnnie 
Johnson, Larry Kijorski, Ronald King, Patricia Klopschinsky, Andrew “Andy” 
Lawrence, Aggie Little, Gary MacDonald, Donald Marshall George Mason, Phil 
Pursell, John O’Hara, Richard “Dick” O’Hare, Robert Parker, Rick Popa, Mike 
Potochick, Donald Rauch, John Sliwa, Eugene Spurgess, Mike Steffes, Joseph 
Tebor, Donald Tulley, Susie Wagner, Dennis Waling, John Wallace, Walter 
Weber, Michael Wisienski, Dale Worcester, Jimmy Yarbrough, and George 
Zathey.
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Chapter 528 Homefront January 2021
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 
44th Artillery Pershing  

Ft. Sill, OK 1st yr. 
HHD III Corps   

Ft. Sill, OK 2nd yr. 

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

Chapter Officers                       
President        John Heraghty              734-845-7444 
1st Vice President   Bob Dew              734-968-3267
2nd Vice President    Pete Glasgow              734-454-9663 
Secretary                     Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                     John Fleming              734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrel Bazman  734-207-3197     Don Dignan  734-525-0157 
Tom McMullin 734-658-6070    Larry Eichstadt  734-353-0343  
Gene Spurgess  248-887-6212     Bruce Beny0  734-326-0867  
Don Petrere 734-595-1422    Al Sneath  734-377-5337 

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle Bob Dew           734968-3267 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)  
Dennis Bielskis - 810-623-8002 
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo 
to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tombrown1949@gmail.com. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the 
property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 
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    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


