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Welcome Home!
President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Greetings comrades,
     Another crazy month gone by and there seems like there is no end in sight or in the near future. So, please 
stay safe.
     With the new rules in place for COVID-19 we had to cancel our Board of Directors meeting for this 
month. Luckily, we had no pressing issues to address. We are hopeful to have our membership meeting for 
December.
     Even though we have these crazy rules we were still able to have a nice Veterans Day ceremony at the 
Plymouth Memorial. We even got on the Chanel 7 news. The weather was beautiful that day and there was a 
great turnout, in spite of COVID. It truly made my heart happy to see the crowd.

Continued on page 2
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968LOUNGE & AREA  EVENTS 

The lounge has temporarily closed again due to the 
pandemic but is scheduled, as of this writing, to 
reopen on December 9. You must wear a mask to 
enter and get your temperature taken; you may then 
remove your mask but maintain a six foot distance 
from those outside your party. Meetings in excess of 
10 people have halted in line with the December 9 
deadline. Naturally Euchre and Pinochle are still on 
hold for awhile. Be wise, stay safe.

VETERANS DAY 
We held our Veterans Day ceremony in downtown 
Plymouth Memorial Park at the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month. Krista McKinley officiated 
with some dignitaries present and speechifying. We 
had SOS served afterward at the Post. Many 
restaurants offered Veteran freebies either eat-in or 
takeout.

THANKSGIVING 
Here is hoping you had a wonderful Thanksgiving all 
things considered. In the greatest country in the 
world we still have a lot to be thankful for.

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING 
The Chapter will again be ringing bells for the 
Salvation Army for the 20-25th year in a row…I lost 
count. It is a wonderful holiday tradition. As I have 
mentioned the past, there are so many locations to be 
covered, some have to be covered by “paid” bell 
ringers so our Chapter negates that expense. 
However, there are a lot of needy people out there 
who depend on this brief employment so don’t worry 
yourself who is whom.

Right now the next meeting (December 14) is still 
on. I’ll see you there. It’s a great time to be an 
American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528.

President’s Corner - Continued from page 1

     On Tuesday, November 24, 2020, Ron King, Bob 
Dew, Jim Hodgson, and myself participated in our 
annual shopping at Kohl’s to distribute to the 
Emmanuel House, which is inside the old St. Mary’s 
church on Grand River in Detroit, who then pass out 
the clothing to homeless veterans. With the money 
approved by the membership we were able to get 150 
jackets, some gloves, and towels. With the “Kohl’s 
cash” from this purchase we are going to go back to 
purchase some socks, hats, more gloves, and men’s 
and women’s underwear to take to the Fisher House 
in Ann Arbor. What a great deal by our chapter! 
Thank you to everyone!
     Before I close, I want to mention to you all that 
Carl’s Golfland in Bloomfield township, Michigan 
donated $26,000 to the VVA. Thanks Carl’s and all 
the golfers out there should go visit Carl’s for your 
golf needs.
     Until we meet again I would like to wish everyone 
and their families a very Happy Thanksgiving and 
also Happy Holidays!

John Heraghty
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

This photo was taken right after the group landed 
from 10,500 feet. It was a Legacy Skydive at the 
WWI Museum in Kansas City, MO on Veterans 
Day  2020.  From left  to  right  is:  Leroy  Petry 
(Afghanistan)  Medal  of  Honor  Recipient,  Pete 
Hegseth (Iraq), John Walters (FDNY), Jon Hyman 
(Desert Storm), Gary Tanner (Cold War), Dennis 
Bielskis  (Vietnam),  Thomas De Carlo  (WWII), 
Jim Nicholson (Korea),  Doyle  Vernon (Korea), 
Peter  Bielskis  (WWII)  and Ryan Parrott  (Iraq) 
who put this event together and he is wearing a 
WWI uniform.   Photo courtesy Patty Bielskis

Membership 
     Sadly, we have lost another brother and long-time 
member this past month. Mike Kennedy passed away 
on November 17. We met Mike and his wife Sharon 
many years ago in Kokomo. We had a great time 
together and he joined our chapter even though he 
was from Ohio and never let us forget it. He will be 
missed. Our thoughts and prayers go to his family. 
There were no applications for membership this 
month. Our current membership stands at 310 VVA 
and 78 AVVA members. Of these we have 60 life 
AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of November 25, 2020 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           AVVA: none
     Dropped from Roster: Mike Wisienski
     December AVVA Renewals: Troy Fisher
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 VVA Membership 
     Try as we might we just can’t get to the 25th spot 
in chapter membership. That spot belongs to chapter 
82 in New York at 314 and we are at 310. Last year at 
this time we were at 315. The largest chapter is 172 in 
Maryland at 995 while 154 in Michigan is number 4 at 
808. Chapter 267 in Dearborn is at 23 with 321.

Veterans Day 
     Even without a PA system or seating a large crowd 
still gathered for the annual ceremony in Veteran’s 
Park in Plymouth. The weather was much more 
pleasant than last year when we had about a foot of 
snow come down that day. After the ceremony we 
had SOS at the VFW prepared by Don Rachoza and 
Rick Adis. At 1:00 a much smaller group, led by John 
Spencer, assembled in Canton for their ceremony.

VFW 6695 
     As with all other bars and restaurants in 
Michigan the post is closed until at least December 
8. Hopefully we won’t go beyond that date but I 
think we will as covid cases in Michigan keep 
skyrocketing. This is another setback to our 
recovery but we will persevere and prevail.

Pearl Harbor Day 
     There will be a brief ceremony at 1:00 on 
Monday, December 7 at the Veteran’s Park in 
Plymouth to honor those who perished on the “day 
that will live in infamy”, There will be no meal 
served at the VFW afterward since the post will 
still be closed.

Happy Holidays to all and stay safe.
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Rich Whipple

Chaplain (Certified)
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

Christmas Presence 
from Our Daily Bread, 

by James Banks     

Thank You!

Gerald (Jerry) Grzesik, a member of Vietnam 
Veterans of America Chapter 528, as well as the 
Commander of the Polish League of American 
Veterans (PLAV) #6l graciously donated $1,000 to 
our chapter on behalf of the PLAV on Monday, 
November 9, 2020 during our  monthly 
membership meeting. 

This generous donation will be used along with the 
chapter’s $2,000 donation to purchase winter coats 
and other items for the “Love A Michigan Vet 
Project”, which provides housing and clothing for 
homeless veterans in the Downtown area. 

It is because of members like Jerry that we are able 
to provide for homeless vets, and other veterans 
who need our help and support.
THANK YOU, Gerald Grzesik and your 
organization for your kindness and caring!

Ron King
VVA 528 Secretary  

     “No ear may hear His coming, but in this world 
of sin, where meek souls will receive Him still, the 
dear Christ enters in.”  Those words from Phillips 
Brooks’ much loved hymn “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem” point to the very heart of Christmas.  
Jesus came into our broken world to rescue us from 
our sin and give all who would put their faith in 
Him a new and vital relationship with God.
     In a letter to a friend decades after he wrote the 
hymn, Brooks poignantly described the outcome of 
this relationship in his own life: “I cannot tell you 
how personal this grows to me.  He is here.  He 
knows me and I know Him.  It is no figure of 
speech.  It is the realest thing in the world, and 
every day makes it realer.  And one wonders with 
delight what it will grow to as the years go on.”
     Brooks calm assurance of God’s presence in his 
life reflects one of the names of Jesus prophesied by 
Isaiah:  “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and will call him Immanuel”(Isaiah 7:14).  The 
gospel of Matthew gives us the meaning of the 
Hebrew name Immanuel: “God with us (1:23).
     God drew near to us through Jesus so we could 
know Him personally and be with Him forever. His 
loving presence with us is the greatest gift of all.
     Loving God, thank You for giving Yourself to me 
through Your life on earth, death on the cross, and 
resurrection.  Please help me to live for You today 
and forever!
Chaplains Notes: I checked in on several 
members however two never returned my phone 
call, and several others told me that it wasn’t 
necessary at this time to share, but thanked me for 
reaching out to them. But I did however get ahold 
of Walt Munie and I’m asking prayers for Walt for 
being in the hospital suffering from a stroke. He is 
now back home recuperating. 
     I wish all you members of VVA 528 and Associate 
members an awesome Christmas season. The birth 
of Christ allows you and me to grow close to Him, 
especially in this month of December!

38thAir Rescue & 
Recovery Squadron
Tan Son Nhut AB, 
RVN
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Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
The Bell Ringing is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 5, at the Krogers Store at Haggerty at 
Five Mile Road.  There are a few time slots left at 2 
until 3pm and 3 until 4pm, so if you can spare an 
hour please let me know.   

Winter Clothing Drive 
Our 15th Annual Winter Clothing Drive is in the 
process of being completed at this writing.  Bob 
Dew and Ron King have been in contact with 
Nadine from the Love a Michigan Vet Project for 
their clothing needs.  

As always, our friend Lisa at Kohl’s on Ford Road in 
Canton is providing the items needed at 
tremendously low prices.  The PLAV donated 
$1,000 to the Chapter to be added to the $2,000 
that the Chapter donates, so we have $3,000 to 
spend.

The current plan is for the crew to pick up the 
needed items on Tuesday, November 24 and deliver 
them that day.

John Fleming 
92nd Finance Section
Cam Ranh Bay

Christmas 
Activity Update

The picture below was from our final Joy Road Clean 
Up for this year. This was taken on October 2.

From left to right: Danny Droz, Larry Eichstadt, "Too 
tall" Jim Tillman, always faithful Bob Lamoureux, Al 
Sneath, Tom Fedewa, the masked man, Roger Shanks, 
Denny Fuelling, Joe Tebor, and Suzie Wagner.  Since 
I screwed up on my camera so I had to take the 
picture instead of me running to get into position 
before the camera shot us.

Keep in mind, we had three "A" golf players in this 
group, and Bob Lamoureux is right behind these guys.

Thanks go out to all of you who participated this 
year.  Next year will be our 24th year of taking care 
of Joy Road for the Wayne County Road Crew!  
Great job, Chapter 528!!

Whip

Joy Road Clean Up October 2, 2020
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National Award Recipient 
Livonia resident and VVA Chapter 528 member John 
Stern was honored recently by the National Hospice 
and Palliative Care Organization (NHPCO) for his 
dedication to meeting the needs of veterans at Angela 
Hospice and in his community. 

NHPCO’s Volunteers are the Foundation of Hospice 
Awards celebrate volunteers who make significant 
contributions to hospice programs, reflecting 
volunteerism in its truest sense. One of five honorees 
selected from across the U.S., Stern received 
NHPCO’s inaugural award for the We Honor 
Veterans service category. 

Along with his wife Lucy, a former hospice nurse, 
Stern helped bring the We Honor Veterans initiative 
to Angela Hospice in 2013, and has been spearheading 
the effort ever since. Stern assembled a team of eight 
volunteers to help coordinate and conduct ceremonies 
to honor veterans under Angela Hospice’s care. To 
date, they have formally recognized over 500 veterans, 
providing each one with a certificate and letter of 
thanks, pins to commemorate their branch of service, 
and other meaningful mementos acknowledging their 
service our to country.

“It’s just a simplistic service, but it has got such 
tremendous meaning,” Stern said. “It’s important 
because a lot of veterans were never thanked for their 
military service.” Stern shared that the ceremonies 
mean a lot to patients’ family members as well. 
In addition to recognizing the service of veterans, 
Stern has also helped to provide education to the 
public and healthcare community about veterans’ 
specialized needs at end of life.

“As a Vietnam Era veteran, he saw all too often how 
poorly and disrespectfully fellow service men and 
women were treated upon returning home from 
serving their country,” said Angela Hospice Director 
of Volunteer Services Teri Schmitchen, who 
nominated Stern for the award. “He has heard 
personal accounts from veterans about their wartime 
experience and has grown in his empathy and 
knowledge on how to best support veterans. He has 
become an advocate and an ambassador for our 
agency, for our country, on how to do right by our 
veterans.”

Stern accepted his award via video message at 
NHPCO’s Virtual Interdisciplinary Conference 
held in October. Edo Banach, NHPCO president 
and CEO, called Stern and his fellow awardees 
“volunteers who demonstrate remarkable service, 
compassion, and commitment. Their gift of caring 
has a profound impact on patients, families, and 
the communities they serve, and we cannot say 
thank you enough for the support they provide.” 

Article courtesy of Margot Parr

US Army, 44th Medical 
Brigade, 82nd Airborne 

Division 1971-1974. 

Margot retired last year 
as the President & CEO 

of Angela Hospice.



7

Once a year at 11:11 A.M., the sun shines perfectly on 
this Memorial.
 
At precisely 11:11 A.M., each Veterans Day (Nov. 11), 
the sun's rays pass through the ellipses of the five 
Armed Services pillars to form a perfect solar spotlight 
over a mosaic of The Great Seal of the United States.
The Anthem Veterans Memorial, located in Anthem, 
Arizona, is a monument dedicated to honoring the 
service and sacrifice of the United States armed forces.
 
The pillar provides a place of honor and reflection for 
veterans, their family and friends, and those who want 
to show their respects to those service men and 
women who have and continue to courageously serve 
the United States.
 
The memorial was designed by Anthem resident 
Renee Palmer-Jones. The five marble pillars represent 
the five branches of the United States military.
 
They are staggered in size (from 17 feet to 6 feet) and 
ordered in accordance with the Department of 
Defense prescribed precedence, ranging from the 
United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, 
the United States Navy, the United States Air Force 
and the United States Coast Guard.

Additionally, the brick pavers within the Circle of 
Honor are inscribed with the names of over 750 U.S. 
servicemen and women, symbolizing the 'support' for 
the Armed Forces.
 
The pavers are red, the pillars are white, and the sky is 
blue to represent America's flag.

Thanks Mark Gallo  for  sending this  story  and 
photos to us!

Anthem Veterans Memorial The circle represents an unbreakable border.
Anthem resident and chief engineer, Jim Martin 
was responsible for aligning the memorial 
accurately with the sun.
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

December  Birthdays 

December 2020

Casper “Cass” Swamba, Bryan Bentley, Dennis Berent, Stephen Boucher, Ruth 
Bryan, Mike Crittenden, Gerald Dodson, John Erickson, Thomas Fedewa, Dale 
Fisher, Doug Fox, Mark Gallo, Lonnie Hampton, David Kaliszewski, Steve 
Kozmor, John Ligner, Robert Marisico, Dan Michael, Michael Panich, James 
Perkins, Clyde Rains, Vincent Ray, Pete Reckinger, Dale Roeseler, Roger Shanks, 
Dave Stenrose, James Tillman, Michael Williams, Robert Williams, Richard 
Wurtzel
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Chapter 528 Homefront December 2020
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 

44th Artillery Pershing 1st yr  
Ft. Sill, OK 

 HHD III Corps  2nd yr  
Ft. Sill, OK 

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

Chapter Officers                       
President        John Heraghty              734-845-7444 
1st Vice President   Bob Dew              734-968-3267
2nd Vice President    Pete Glasgow              734-454-9663 
Secretary                     Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                     John Fleming              734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrel Bazman  734-207-3197     Don Dignan  734-525-0157 
Tom McMullin 734-658-6070    Larry Eichstadt  734-353-0343  
Gene Spurgess  248-887-6212     Bruce Beny0  734-326-0867  
Don Petrere 734-595-1422    Al Sneath  734-377-5337 

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle Bob Dew           734968-3267 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)  
Dennis Bielskis - 810-623-8002 
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo 
to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA 
Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com


10

No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 

    December 2020Chapter 528 Homefront

    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


