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Welcome Home!

President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Greetings Comrades’,
Another crazy month has gone by with COVID and still no vaccine. It sure is a different way to be 

living our lives. I sure hope everyone is being cautious and actively doing things to take care of ourselves.
We finally got a check from Suchorski trust and another coming in a few weeks. It’s nice to have 

this behind us and as an organization we are extremely grateful for Leon’s generosity. I want to send out a 
big thank-you to our treasurer John Fleming on his hard work and persistence. Thanks John! I would also 
like to send out another big thank-you to Don Dignan for all his hard work on trying to get us a liquor 
license. The national parties gave him nothing but a run around and a of lot of BS! Thanks Don!

In closing, it looks like our monthly meetings will be moving inside due to weather changes and it is 
becoming dark earlier. We CAN do this with social distancing! Stay safe and hope to see you all at the 
October Meeting.

Kokomo September 2020
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Digger’s Desk
Don Dignan 

D/2/16 “Rangers”
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Our Golf League at Rolling Meadows. The golfers are 
holding small, gray booklets - annual discount golf book 
for Michigan golf courses.

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
The lounge has reopened but due to the corona virus, 
you must wear a mask to enter and get your 
temperature taken; you may then remove your mask 
but maintain a six foot distance from those outside 
your party. The Wednesday Car Shows are still going 
from   5-7PM with full refreshments. Meetings may 
happen inside or outside depending on size and 
weather. Euchre and Pinochle are on hold for awhile. 
Come on down for a burger and beverage and 
support your home. Be wise, stay safe.

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
By the time you read this, the annual golf outing will 
have taken place on September 26, We had a total of 
19 teams and I’m sure it was a complete success with 
virtually all participants taking home some prize.

KOKOMO 
The Annual Howard County Vietnam Veterans 
Organization campout just east of Kokomo, Indiana 
the week of 9/15-19 is in the books. From a normal 
crowd of 30-40 members, we had a total of just four. 
The overall attendance was around 2/3 full. 

POPPY DAYS 
September 24-26 are the dates and should be 
completed by the time you read this. We have several 
locations to cover and hopefully volunteers covered 
most if not all of them.

JOY ROAD PICK UP 
The last road clean up of 2020 will take place on 
Friday, October 2. Contact Rich Whipple for details 
and to volunteer.

I’ll see you at the NEXT meeting. It’s a great time to 
be an American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528.

Lemons to Lemonade - article from The Guardian 
Sacred Heart Parish Dearborn, MI

    Sacred Heart Christian Service Outreach was 
recently contacted about a food dilemma. 
     A generous food collection effort by the Auxiliary of 
Plymouth VFW was meant for distribution on 
September 17th. 
     When the distribution effort in Plymouth wasn’t 
met with the success expected, Drive leader Nancy 
Dignan asked for advice. No problem we said! A van, a 
quick drive out to the Plymouth VFW was all it took. 
An astounding fifty bags of can and dry goods was 
delivered and gratefully accepted at the St. Sebastian 
pantry. 
     Thanks to Nancy who contacted us about her 
temporary “dilemma” we were happy to help!
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Golf Outing

Membership 
     It is with great sadness we report the unexpected 
passing of long-time member, Bill Browning. He was 
a very active member in both the VVA and the VFW 
and he loved both organizations. He will truly be 
missed. Our thoughts and prayers go to Bill’s 
daughter Heather and the rest of his family. Our 
current membership stands at 313 VVA and 77 AVVA 
members. Of these we have 59 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of September 25, 2020 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           AVVA: Michael Wisienski
     Dropped from Roster: none
     October AVVA Renewals: Jeff Rousseau
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 

Kokomo 
     Attendance at the reunion was down significantly 
this year but was larger than I anticipated. There 
were only 4 (Don Dignan, Joe Tebor, Jessica Linna 
and myself) on our campsites this year which 
normally has about 30. There were 3 other chapter 
members who attended who were camped elsewhere. 
While there we attended the brick-laying for 
deceased members Gary Kubik, Gary Boucher and 
Dave Codd. That brings the total to 17 the number of 
members who have attended the reunion and have 
passed. Next September we will install one for Bill 
Browning.
  Bill Browning 
     A memorial service was held for Bill at American 
Legion Post 32 on Sunday, September 27. There was a 
overflowing crowd there which gave an indication of 
how much everyone thought of “Sleeveless”. Post 32 
honor guard performed a flag folding, honor volley 
and Taps. A luncheon followed and then later a toast 
to Bill. Bill was a proud Marine who had the 
misfortune to be born on June 14th, the Army’s 

birthday, a fact I never let him forget. Rest in peace 
brother.

Buddy Poppies 
     Because of the corona virus the distribution of 
poppies was delayed from early May until the 
weekend of September 24 – 26. Early estimates are 
close to $11,000 collected over the 3-day period. 
This money will be used to support needy veterans 
and veteran causes. Thanks to Jim Tillman, assisted 
by his wife Karen, for chairing this event.

VFW Golf Outing 
     The outing was held on Saturday, September 26 
under perfect weather conditions. The winning 
score was 11 under par with Larry Eichstadt’s team 
in a 3 way tie for second at -9. Leo Kziasek won the 
prize for the men’s closest to the pin. During dinner 
at the post afterward we had a silent auction on golf 
packages and a raffle of donated items which netted 
$1,600. In total the post made a profit of $3,200 in 
much needed revenue. I would like to personally 
thank everyone who helped before, during and after 
this event, those who donated items for the raffles, 
and especially those who played in the outing. 
You’re a great bunch of friends and supporters.
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Rich Whipple

Chaplain (Certified)
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

What’s Wrong With  
The World? 

from Our Daily Bread, 
by John Blasé

    There is an oft-heard story that The London Times 
posed a question to readers at the turn of the 
twentieth century.  What’s wrong with the world?

     That’s quite the question, isn’t it?  Someone might 
quickly respond, “Well, how much time do you have 
for me to tell you?”  And that would be fair, as there 
seems to be so much that’s wrong with our world.  As 
the story goes, The Times received a number of 
responses, but one in particular has endured in its 
brief brilliance.  The English writer, poet, and 
philosopher G. K. Chesterton penned this four –
word response, a refreshing surprise to the usual 
passing-of-the-buck: “Dear Sirs, I am.”

     Whether the story is factual or not is up for 
debate.  But that response?  It’s nothing but true.  
Long before Chesterton came along, there was an 
apostle named Paul.  Far from a lifelong model 
citizen, Paul confessed his past shortcomings:  “I was 
once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent 
man” (verse 13).  After naming who Jesus came to save 
(“sinners”), he goes on to make a very Chesterton-like 
qualification:  “of whom  I am the worst” (verse 15).  
Paul knew exactly what was and is wrong with the 
world.  And he further knew the only hope of making 
things right – “the grace of our Lord” (verse 14).  
What an amazing reality!  This enduring truth lifts 
our eyes to the light of Christ’s saving love.
 
Chaplains notes: We are all so shocked that Bill 
“Sleeveless” Browning, a VVA member and a member 
of our VFW has passed a few weeks ago.  We will 
miss his laugh, wit, Monday dinners before our 
meetings, car show attendant, his work for our July 
4th VFW picnics, jumping in to help out our VFW 
bar, and his friendship to so many of us!  Bob Bryan is 
back home from the VA and is slowly gaining 
strength.  AVVA member Dennis Waling’s father 
passed away in September at the awesome age of 

100+.  Thanks for all who were able to attend the 
funeral home and the funeral.

In Memoriam

U.S. Marine Corps Jan, 1971 - Dec, 1971

Bill Browning  July 14, 1953 - September 1, 2020
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Our annual reunion in Kokomo has come and gone 
and we are already anticipating next year’s reunion.  
As expected, things were different this year. First off, 
they combined the Vietnam Vets reunion with the 
Afghan/Iraqi Vets Sandbox reunion, which is usually 
held in June, so the entry “wristband” fee was 
increased from $10 to $15 per person.   

As those Chapter members who have been to 
Kokomo know, our 12 Lots are always full with 
between 40 - 50 attendees from our Chapter. This 
year we had a grand total of only 4 attendees, 3 
Vietnam Vets (Don Dignan, Bob Lamoureux and Joe 
Tebor) and Iraqi Vet, Jessica Linna. Jessica was a 
Combat Medic during Iraqi Freedom and is the Sr 
Vice Commander for VFW Post 6695. She was one of 
the FNG’s last year. As you can see from the photo of 
our campsite, we had lots of space for one pop-up 
camper, one small tent, a small food and drink tent 
and 4 chairs around the fire pit. Even though our 
group was small, overall, there were a lot more people 
there than I was expecting.

We also were able to visit with our longtime friend, 
Mike Willey, who came all the way from Tennessee, 
where he now lives.

The usual “Chopper” rides were available; but, 
without the long waiting lines. It seemed to me that 
they flew closer to the grind than usual. Most of the 
usual food vendors were there; but, less than half of 
the usual merchandise vendors were set up in the big 
tent. A local Church group serve free breakfast, lunch 
and dinner every day. They really did a great job 
serving our veterans and the Chapter should consider 
making a donation to them next year.

We continued the Chapter’s practice of laying pavers 
in honor of Chapter members, who have been to 
Kokomo, who have passed since last year’s reunion.
After the POW/MIA Ceremony on Friday, Don 
Dignan, Bob Lamoureux and I laid pavers in honor of 
David Codd, Gary “Bear” Kubik, and Gary “Ouch” 
Boucher. I especially missed “Bear” not being there 
this year; because, he is the one who talked me into 
going to Kokomo in 2014 and I’ve gone every year 
since.

Throughout the weekend we thoroughly enjoyed the 
jumbo olives stuffed with blue cheese and anchovies 
brought by Don Dignan; the homemade salsa and 

chips made by Ruth Lamoureux and the 
homemade beef jerky that Bryan Bentley sent with 
Bob Lamoureux. Bryan couldn’t go this year due to 
his recent shoulder surgery; but, I for one, thought  
very highly of him every time I took a bite of his 
delicious beef jerky. Bryan also loaned us his, never 
before used, portable shower. Bob Lamoureux had 
watched an online video twice to see how to 
assemble it properly; but, due to high winds all 
weekend we never got to try it. We also had two 
delicious cast iron skillet meals prepared by Jessica.

Thanks for trying to help out, Bryan. I also missed 
having our morning coffee with a heavy dose of 
Bailey’s Irish ☘  Cream. Most of all, I must admit, 
I missed the Ribs so expertly prepared by Bob 
Bryan and Al Sneath.

To those of you who have never been to Kokomo, 
please do yourself a favor and go at least once.  
YOU WON’T REGRET IT.

1st Lt Joseph L Tebor
Intel Liaison Officer
244th PSYOP DET
7th PSYOP GROUP
Attached to MACV HQ, DO3
3 OCT 72 - 24 MAR 73

This year our group photo of attendees was actually 
a selfie. From left to right, pictured are Joe Tebor 
(7th yr),  Bob Lamoureux (25th yr),  Jessica  Linna 
(2nd yr), and Don Dignan (27th yr).
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Kokomo Reunion September 2020

Photos courtesy of Joseph Tebor
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I am planning on having two Christmas Activities 
this year:
Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
Saturday, December 5
Location will be Kroger’s at 5 Mile and Haggerty 
Roads Sign up schedule will be placed on our 
website.
Winter Clothing Drive 
Beneficiary will be “Love a Michigan Vet”
We will not be collecting used clothing this year.
We will only be giving away the new clothing we will 
be buying at Kohl’s. The schedule will be announced 
at a later time
Update on Bobby Somerville 
Bobby had his third back surgery this week and got 
out of the hospital a couple of days ago.  The 
surgery was eight hours long.  He is home and would 
like visitors if you so desire.  Please call Bobby first.

Thanks,
John Fleming

On the left  is  VVA Chapter  528 member,  Rich 
Adis, who was VFW Post 6695 Commander last 
year and on the right is Gary Gamble. Gary was 
the State VFW Membership Director last year and 
was presenting a banner to Post 6695 for attaining 
100%  Membership  last  year.  The  100% 
Membership Banner was presented to Rich at a 
Post General Membership meeting a few months 
ago.

John Fleming 
92nd Finance Section
Cam Ranh Bay

VVA Christmas 
Activities 

2020 

Golf Outing 
Photo courtesy of Bob Lamoureux

Honor Guard for Bill Browning
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Golf Outing 
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

October  Birthdays 
Douglas Appleyard, Richard Balish, Darrell Bazman, Andrew Benyo, Richard 
Blandina, John Bresnahan, Michael Cloar, Bob Cohen, Patrick Colbeck, 
Danny Cook, William Cottrell, Doyle “Skip” Davison, Betty Durham, Paul 
Enderle, James “Jack” Fortney, Robert Gonna, Donald Green, Michael Hoben, 
Robert Humphrey, Michael Kelly, Drew Koet, Ruth Koscielniak, John 
Krawcke, Lawrence Letke, Emory Meier, Ron Michalak, Thomas Moricz, 
Walter Munie, Dennis Northrop, Margot Parr, Douglass Patterson, Jerry 
Pazdan, Vincent Petransky, Roy Pistor, Stephan Retherford, Loren Roberts, 
Debra Schnettler, Glen Sedam, John Shenkaruk, Gerald Stesiak, Ronald 
Strochine, Patrick Sullivan, Arthur Surdu, William Taylor, and Raymond 
Thomas. 

October 2020
   Tuesday

maybe?

maybe?
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Chapter 528 Homefront October 2020
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 

44th Artillery Pershing 1st yr  
Ft. Sill, OK 

 HHD III Corps  2nd yr  
Ft. Sill, OK 

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

Chapter Officers                       
President        John Heraghty              734-845-7444 
1st Vice President   Bob Dew              734-968-3267
2nd Vice President    Pete Glasgow              734-454-9663 
Secretary                     Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                     John Fleming              734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrel Bazman  734-207-3197     Don Dignan  734-525-0157 
Rich Whipple  734-751-2992       Larry Eichstadt  734-353-0343  
Gene Spurgess  248-887-6212     Bruce Beny0  734-326-0867  
Don Petrere 734-595-1422    Al Sneath  734-377-5337 

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle Bob Dew           734968-3267 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)  
Dennis Bielskis - 810-623-8002 
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo 
to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA 
Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 
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    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


