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Welcome Home!

President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Greetings Comrades,

I know I say this every month; I hope everyone is staying safe and being cautious. We are still dealing 
with this COVID-19 and now the cold weather is coming, and the experts say that means there probably will 
be a spike in cases. So please, use your heads!

Just a reminder that “Blue Water Navy Veterans” disability claims began on January 1st, 2020. If you 
served in the offshore waters of Vietnam between January 9th, 1962 and May 7th, 1975 you then are 
considered a “Blue Water Navy Veteran” and may now be eligible for disability compensation and other 
benefits!

I want to thank everyone who came out for the October meeting, as under the circumstances be, it 
was a great turn out. Stay safe and hope to see you at the November meeting!
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

Frank Barkovich  selling  Poppies  at  Holden’s  Party 
Store, We raised a little $1,200.00 in three days. 
Photo courtesy of Gene Spurgess

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
The lounge has reopened but due to the corona virus, 
you must wear a mask to enter and get your 
temperature taken; you may then remove your mask 
but maintain a six foot distance from those outside 
your party. The Wednesday Car Shows concluded in 
September and were a reasonable success. Meetings 
have all shifted inside with allotted for social 
distancing. Euchre and Pinochle are still on hold for 
awhile. Come on down for a burger and beverage and 
support your home. Be wise, stay safe.

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
Everyone had a great time with golf, lunch, dinner, 
prizes and a net gain for the Post of about three 
thousand dollars. Next year’s outing is already in the 
planning stages.

KOKOMO 
The Annual Howard County Vietnam Veterans 
Organization campout just east of Kokomo, Indiana 
appears headed for a combo event with Sandbox 
Veterans and Vietnam Veterans combined in a shared 
weeklong event.

POPPY DAYS 
Poppy Days, headed up by Jim Tillman and able 
assistant Karen, was a total success. If you 
participated in this member relief endeavor, pat 
yourself on the back. The total raised was around 11 
thousand dollars.

VETERANS DAY 
There will be a shortened ceremony in downtown 
Plymouth Memorial Park at the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month. See you there. There will be a 
chili snack served up afterwards at the Post. Many 
restaurants will still be offering Veteran freebies either 

eat-in or takeout. Call before you go. Don’t bother 
contacting me about these locations as there will be 
a bunch. Happy Veterans Day and WELCOME 
HOME !

I’ll see you at the NEXT meeting. It’s a great time 
to be an American, Veteran and member of 
Chapter 528.
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Membership 
     We have lost two long-time members this past 
month. Roger Kehrier passed away on October 12  
and John Riling has transferred to Chapter 259. 
Roger was not an active member but he was seen 
around the post once in a while. Our thoughts and 
prayers go to Roger’s family. We received 2 
applications for membership. Henry Eichner, Army, 
has joined the chapter and Rose Mary Rabine has 
joined our associates. In addition, Daniel Stewart has 
transferred from Chapter 267 to 528. Welcome 
Henry, Rose Mary and Dan to Chapter 528. Our 
current membership stands at 312 VVA and 78 AVVA 
members. Of these we have 60 life AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of October 25, 2020 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           AVVA: Michael Wisienski
     Dropped from Roster: none
     November AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 

Veterans Day 
     There will be a ceremony at the Plymouth 
Veterans Park on Wednesday, November 11 at 11:00. 
Due to the virus there will be no seating, microphone 
or wreath laying and the ceremony will be very brief. 
Afterward chili will be served at the post. At 1:00 
there will also be a short ceremony at the Canton 
memorial.

VFW 6695 
     I would like to thank the chapter members who 
were involved in the Leon Suchorski trust 
settlement. Thanks to their persistence the post 
became a recipient of part of the estate to the tune of 
$46,000. This will greatly help them keep their 
finances in the black for quite a while. Business 

remains slow and the post continues to lose 
money but at a slower rate. Going forward our 
Christmas tree sales have been cancelled this year 
but not because of the coronavirus. The price of 
trees almost doubled before the virus started and 
there was no guarantee we would get the quality 
of trees we previously received so there was no 
way we could make this a profitable event.

Veterans Day 2010
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Chaplain’s Corner 

Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

The Station 
from Our Daily Bread, 

by Pastor Robert Hastings     

This is the flag we presented to Pete Holden for letting 
us sell our raffle tickets at his store. It’s two sided so 
one can see it when you enter and then again when you 
leaves. Everyone loves it! 
Photo courtesy of Gene Spurgess

     Tucked away in our subconscious minds is an idyllic 
vision. We see ourselves on a long, long trip that almost 
spans the continent. We’re traveling by passenger train, 
and out the windows we drink in the passing scene of 
cars on nearby highways, of children waving at a 
crossing, of cattle grazing on a distant hillside, of smoke 
pouring from a power plant, of row upon row of corn 
and wheat, of flatlands and valleys, of mountains and 
rolling hills, of biting winter and blazing summer and 
cavorting spring and docile fall.
     But uppermost in our minds is the final destination. 
On a certain day at a certain hour we will pull into the 
station. There will be bands playing, and flags waving. 
And once we get there so many wonderful dreams will 
come true. So many wishes will be fulfilled and so many 
pieces of our lives finally will be neatly fitted together 
like a completed jigsaw puzzle. How restlessly we pace 
the aisles, damning the minutes for loitering and 
waiting, waiting, waiting for the station.
     However, sooner or later we must realize there is no 
one station, no one place to arrive at once and for all. 
The true joy of life is the trip. The station is only a 
dream. It constantly outdistances us.
     “When we reach the station that will be it!” we cry. 
Translated, it means, “When I’m 18 that will be it!  
When I buy a new 450 SL Mercedes Benz… that will be 
it!  When I put the last kid through college… that will 
be it!  When I have paid off the mortgage… that will be 
it!  When I win a promotion… that will be it!  When I 
reach the age of retirement… that will be it!  I shall live 
happily ever after!” Unfortunately, once we get it, then it 
disappears. The station somehow hides itself at the end 
of an endless track.
      “Relish the moment” is a good motto, especially 
when coupled with Psalm 118:24: “This is the day which 
the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” It 
isn’t the burdens of today that drive men mad. Rather, it 
is regret over yesterday or fear of tomorrow. Regret and 
fear are twin thieves who would rob us of today.
     So stop pacing the aisles and counting the miles. 
Instead, climb more mountains, eat more ice cream, go 
barefoot oftener, swim more rivers, watch more sunsets, 
laugh more and cry less. Life must be lived as we go 
along. The station will come soon enough.

Chaplain’s Notes: John Fleming is home after his 
very successful knee operation. Bobby Somerville 
came home from the hospital on September 17, and 
is slowly progressing, experiencing pinching in the 
spine and pain from the surgery.  We hope to see him 
at an upcoming meeting!  Bob Bryan is doing very 
well despite his immune system.  Bob did attend the 
VFW meeting this month. Cornell Osier, living in 
Florida, has endured multiple myeloma (blood 
cancer) however is in good spirits. Unfortunately his 
beautiful home, as he was away in Michigan, had a 
huge water leak which forced him to rent a home 
while the insurance for his damaged home has still 
not been repaired.  He misses our 528 group!  Mike 
Schlott will have a nerve block test on the 28th, to 
see if he will be able to have the real nerve block very 
soon to ease his pain. John Bresnahan had his third 
heart attack a week ago but is back at home.  John 
has a lot of energy!!  These guys could use your 
prayers!



5

Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

November  Birthdays 

November 2020

Lewis Agius, Billy Ray Arm, Richard Beach, Debby Bradley, Robert Brothers, 
Jason Bryan, Gary Bush, Timothy Curtis, Norma Demerly, Bob Dew, Richard 
Dunn, Ted Enright, John Fleming, Bruce Glenn, Robert Harris, Michael 
Kennedy, William Kumm, John D. Larabell, Ronald Lowrie, Timothy Makins, 
Mark Mittleman, Harry Art Ohanian, James Peterson, Elaine Roeseler, Anthony 
Rypkowski, Charles Sauber, Bill Simpson, Phillip Skover, Jeffrey Snyder, Judith 
Ann Sterling, John Stewart, Rodney Tanner, Alice Thomas, Bryan Wagner, Terry 
Wells, Rich Whipple and Michael Wiley.
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Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
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Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 

44th Artillery Pershing 1st yr  
Ft. Sill, OK 

 HHD III Corps  2nd yr  
Ft. Sill, OK 

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

Chapter Officers                       
President        John Heraghty              734-845-7444 
1st Vice President   Bob Dew              734-968-3267
2nd Vice President    Pete Glasgow              734-454-9663 
Secretary                     Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                     John Fleming              734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrel Bazman  734-207-3197     Don Dignan  734-525-0157 
Tom McMullin 734-658-6070    Larry Eichstadt  734-353-0343  
Gene Spurgess  248-887-6212     Bruce Beny0  734-326-0867  
Don Petrere 734-595-1422    Al Sneath  734-377-5337 

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle Bob Dew           734968-3267 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)  
Dennis Bielskis - 810-623-8002 
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo 
to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA 
Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 
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    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


