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Welcome Home!
“Never Again Will One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another”

President’s Corner
Greetings Comrades,
We are still in the midst of this CRAZY COVID, so it looks like September’s meeting will be outside also
(weather permitting)!
I appreciate everyone attending the meetings that we have had outdoors so far as it shows support of our
great organization.
We have some information on our inheritance situation, it seems like they are putting together some
paperwork for signatures so we will be getting some money soon, but they are also holding some back for
taxes. How much we are getting now, I’m not sure just yet. But we are getting closer and closer.
Hope everyone stays safe and see you at the next meeting!

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.
7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969
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POPPY DAYS

Digger’s Desk

This could happen anytime as VFW National has
ruled but we have decided on September 24-26.
There is currently a sign-up sheet on the Post bulletin
board. We have several locations to cover so please
step forward and help shore up our Post relief fund.

30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS
The lounge has reopened but due to the corona virus,
you must wear a mask to enter and get your
temperature taken; you may then remove your mask
but maintain a six foot distance from those outside
your party. The Wednesday Car Shows have resumed
from 5-7PM with full refreshments. Meetings may
happen inside or outside depending on size and
weather. Euchre and Pinochle are on hold for awhile.
Come on down for a burger and beverage and support
your home. Be wise, stay safe.

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING
The annual golf outing is still a go and will take place
on September 26, 8:00AM at Hickory Creek Golf
Course. The cost is $75 per person. $300 per team.
This will be limited to 18 teams or 72 persons so we
may maintain social distancing at dinner afterward in
the hall. There will be donuts/coffee in the morning,
lunch at the turn to include a beverage and dinner
back at the Post. There will be a few contests, e.g.,
closest to the pin/squiggly line, optional skins and a
silent auction featuring rounds of golf for 4 at several
courses in and around the area. If you have not yet
signed up, do so now if there are any spots left. Be
sure to pay around the beginning of the month.

The celebration has been postponed until sometime
in the future, likely next year. You should see your
ticket seller for a refund of your entry. Thanks to
Gary Estermyer for ramrodding this event. Even
though cancelled, Gary had already put a lot of work
into it.
I’ll see you at the NEXT meeting. It’s a great time to
be an American, Veteran and member of Chapter 528.

Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers”
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

KOKOMO
We are still planning on attending the Annual Howard
County Vietnam Veterans Organization campout just
east of Kokomo, Indiana the week of 9/15-19. If you
are interested, contact me for details. Since things are
different from years past, many details have to be
worked out. From our campsites it should be much
easier maintaining a safe distance from the stage
where it tends to get crowded.

Kokomo September 2010
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Odds & Ends

from being back to normal but neither are we in
danger of closing our doors. We still need help so if
you’re in the neighborhood stop in for a burger and a
beer.

VFW Golf Outing

Membership
There was 1 application for membership this past
month. Bill Kazaleh, Army, has joined our chapter.
Our current membership stands at 314 VVA and 78
AVVA members. Of these we have 59 life AVVA
members.
Lapsed Members: As of August 25, 2020 the
following individuals have not renewed their
membership:
AVVA: Michael Wisienski
Dropped from Roster: none
September AVVA Renewals: Frank Gilbo
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to
keep your membership current.

AVVA Life Membership
At this time, we only have 19 associates who have
not converted to a life membership. Life member
rates for AVVA are pretty reasonable so I ask you to
consider upgrading to a life membership when your
renewal comes due. The rates are $175 for ages 59
and under and $100 for those 60 and over.

The outing is still scheduled for Saturday.
September 26 at Hickory Creek golf course. Check-in
starts at 8:00 with a 9:00 shotgun start. A sign-up
sheet is available in the lounge at the post. There is
currently room for 2 more foursomes. There are also
2 single golfers looking for a team or another
twosome to make a team. The cost is $75 per person
which includes coffee and doughnuts before golf,
hotdog, chips and drink at the turn and dinner at the
post. Dinner will be in the hall this year so we can
remain socially distant. For this reason, there will be a
limit of 18 foursomes. All golf fees must be paid by
September 12th. If anyone can solicit donations that
can be used for door prizes, please let me know
(734-397-8389).

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

VFW
Many of you are wondering how the post is doing
financially these days. Things have brightened
considerately since we were closed down in midMarch for 2 ½ months. The bar is back open and is
doing pretty well even at a reduced capacity. I
applied for and received a PPP loan for $9,000
which if used to pay salaries will be forgiven. Thanks
to the hard work of Brian Bentley a GoFundMe
account was set up for the post. It currently has just
under $14,000 in it. The Wednesday car shows have
returned as have our 2 kitchen renters. The only
downside is that hall rentals are few and far between
right now and we have not been able to resume
euchre and pinochle yet. All in all, we are a ways
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Chaplain’s Corner
Never Enough
from Our Daily Bread, by
Mike Wittmer

Frank Borman commanded the first space
mission that circled the moon. He wasn’t
impressed.
The trip took two days both ways. Frank got
motion sickness and threw up. He said being
weightless was cool – for thirty seconds. Then he
got used to it. Up close he found the moon drab
and pockmarked with craters. His crew took
pictures of the gray wasteland, then became bored.

and got bruised up. His son and the two daughters are
over the virus, but his son’s wife now has it. Patrick
Gibbons still fighting the skin cancer, but he is
rebounding and positive they have it in control at this
time. Pete Glasgow suffered a minor heart attack and
spent a few nights in the hospital but is now resting
comfortably back home. Great to see Bob Bryan
golfing the last two weeks. A year ago, he wasn’t sure
he’d ever join us again on the links!
Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade
1968 - 1969

Frank went where no one had gone before. It
wasn’t enough. If he quickly tired of an experience
that was out of this world, perhaps we should lower
our expectations for what lies in this one. The
teacher of Ecclesiastes, observed that no earthly
experience delivers ultimate joy. “The eye never has
enough of seeing, nor the ear its fill of hearing” (1:8).
We may feel moments of ecstasy, but our elation
soon wears off and we seek the next thrill.
Frank had one exhilarating moment, when he
saw the earth rise from the darkness behind the
moon. Like a blue and white swirled marble, our
world sparkled in the sun’s light. Similarly, our
truest joy comes from the Son shining on us. Jesus
is our life, the only ultimate source of meaning, love,
and beauty. Our deepest satisfaction comes from
out of this world. Our problem? We can go all the
way to the moon, yet still not go far enough.
“Jesus, shine the light of Your love on me.”
Chaplain’s note: I was able to check in with
several of our members that we have not seen for
awhile.
Please lift these guys and their families in prayer:
Steve Frazer is still at UM Hospital with the heart
issue but is expected to leave on Thursday. Steve
was in the Special Forces in Nam. Clyde Rains is
still at home, and can still drive, and has two
daughters that check in with him. Gene Spurgess
lost his footing and fell in his driveway last week
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2020 Poppy Sales

Thank you!
On behalf of Bryan Bentley and myself, I want to
sincerely thank each and every person who so
generously donated to our recent VFW Post 6695
GoFundMe event. As a result of your generosity, and
the Plymouth Community’s generosity, we raised $13,
845, which will enable us to continue post operations.
The Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 528 has
been there for us in our times of need and support,
and this event was no exception.

Due to the Quarantine in May, the Poppy sales
were cancelled. The sales are now scheduled for
September 24-26, 2020 at six locations. The sign-up
sheets were e-mailed to all members indicating the
stores and what time slots are available. Please,
review and sign-up for a slot by calling me at the
telephone listed in the email.
Most of the fund-raising drives have been cancelled
and the Post is struggling financially, so it is
important that you volunteer for a 3 hour period to
sell Poppies.
Thank you for your support,
Jim Tillman, Jr. Vice Commander

VFW Post 6695 is honored to be partnered with our
VVA brothers and sisters.
THANK YOU!
Ron King
Commander, VFW Post 6695
38thAir Rescue &
Recovery Squadron
Tan Son Nhut AB,
RVN

Joy Road Clean Up
on Friday, October 2 at 8:30 AM
This will be the last "Clean Up" for the year, as we
will finish our 23rd year of keeping Joy Road clean
for the Wayne County Adopt-A-Road Program.
The last Clean Up only six brave souls showed up.
We need a lot more than that to get it done within
90 minutes! So see you there!
I will bring the donuts, and after the pick up we'll
meet at Zack's for some grub.
Rich Whipple
Coordinator

Cruz’n 528 2009
Our Wednesday Car Shows are back this month from
5-7 PM.

5

September 2020

September Birthdays
David Baringer, Roger Bebow, Daniel Bowe, Leon Carter, Robert Denstedt,
Timothy Dunatchik, Thomas Forster, Peter Glasgow, James Grant, David
Henwood, John Heraghty, Stewart Israel, Rich Lewis, Ron Little, Victor
Lukasiak, Timothy Moore, Charles Neal, Don Petrere, Dave Ramsey, Al
Sneath, Robert “Bobby” Somerville, John Spencer and Richard Stidham.

Calendar by
Nancy Dignan
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Chapter 528 Homefront
Chapter Officers
President
John Heraghty
1st Vice President Bob Dew
2nd Vice President Pete Glasgow
Secretary
Ron King
Treasurer
John Fleming

734-845-7444
734-968-3267
734-454-9663
734-679-6424
734-421-0149

Board of Directors
Darrel Bazman 734-207-3197
Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Gene Spurgess 248-887-6212
Don Petrere 734-595-1422

Don Dignan 734-525-0157
Larry Eichstadt 734-353-0343
Bruce Beny0 734-326-0867
Al Sneath 734-377-5337

Committees
A.O./Health Care
Agent Orange Events
AVVA Representative
By-Laws
Chaplain
Chapter Historian
Fundraising
Homeless Veterans
Membership

Bob Dew
Bob Dew
Bryan Bentley
Jim Hodgson
Rich Whipple
Gary Pritchard
Bob Dew
John Fleming
Bob Lamoureux

734-421-1805
734-421-1805
734-604-6066
734-416-5159
734-751-2992
734-522-2033
734-421-1805
734-421-0149
734-397-8389

September 2020
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure
most members have a photo of themselves laying
around somewhere. When you find your photo you
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave.
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to:
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom
or bring it to the VFW. Be sure to include your name,
branch of service and the year the photo was taken.
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our
display case.

Homefront Newsletter
Editor & Publisher
Editor
Distribution Chief
Assistant
Assistant
Product Sales
POW/MIA
Public Affairs
Sergeant-at-Arms
Service Representative
Sportsmen’s Raffle
State Delegate
State A.Delegate
State VVA Product Sales
VAVS Deputy
Vietnam War 50th Com.
Website

Tom Brown
Don Dignan
Jim Hodgson
Ron King
Dale Luebke

313-336-0192
734-525-0157
734-416-5159
734-679-6424
248-403-4244

Rick Demeester
Al Kerbyson
Don Dignan
John Fleming
Aggie Little
Bob Dew
Dennis Bielskis
Gary Estermyer
John Riling
Ron King
Ron King
Bob Dew
Bryan Bentley
John Spencer
Dennis Bielskis
Tom Brown

248-486-9981
734-612-9757
734-525-0157
734-52504560
734-722-9535
734968-3267
248-486-0001
313-283-6943
734-776-2239
734-454-4522
734-4544522
734-968-3267
734-604-6066
734-716-0619
248-767-1654
313-336-0192

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher
2nd Missile Battalion
44th Artillery Pershing 1st yr
Ft. Sill, OK
HHD III Corps 2nd yr
Ft. Sill, OK

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)
Dennis Bielskis - 810-623-8002
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568

Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center
Dearborn Crisis Center
VA Medical Center Detroit
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System

313-381-1370
313-584-7800
313-576-1000
734-769-7100

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or photo
to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property of VVA
Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not
necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).
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No. 213208

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey
Owner
32635 Ford Road
Garden City, MI 48135
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads)

Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat.

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Fax: (734) 266 -1817
www.greatlakestrophies.com
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168
frabar2136@gmail.co
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Vietnam Veterans of America

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975
Name________________________________________ email _______________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Present Address_____________________________________________
City_________________________________ State__________________ Zip Code ____________________
Branch of Service___________________________________
Date of Birth_______________________________________
Today’s Date ________________________
$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service.
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member
One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50.
Return this form to:
Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528
P.O. Box 6319
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473

With a little creativity we were
able to have a meeting and hold
our elections last month. The
meeting was held outside in the
pavilion area behind the post. All

Chapter Elections

