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Welcome Home!

President’s Corner 

John Heraghty E-5
2nd Infantry Division 4th Sq.

7th Cav.
Army Nov. 1967 - June 1969

Distribution Staff

Greetings Comrades,
I want to thank everyone who came out to the last meeting, especially, with these continuing 

circumstances. It is good that we are still up and functioning in spite of the circumstances the country is facing 
right now. I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy.

At the August meeting we will have a sign-up sheet for you all to sign to voice your opinion to change 
the name of our organization or not. For more information on the name change you can go online to the 
Veteran Magazine at VVA.org and find insights there!

We will be having pizza and cake as well at the August meeting whether we meet inside or out. Hope 
to see you all there.
Stay safe and Stay healthy.

Canada’s Vietnam Veterans Memorial
See pages 2 & 3
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
The lounge has reopened but due to the corona virus, 
you must wear a mask to enter and get your 
temperature taken; you may then remove your mask 
but maintain a six foot distance from those outside 
your party. The Wednesday Car Shows have resumed 
from   5-7PM with full refreshments. Meetings may 
happen inside or outside depending on size and 
weather. Euchre and Pinochle are on hold for awhile. 
Come on down for a burger and beverage and support 
your home. Be wise, stay safe.

JULY 4TH BBQ 
The chicken BBQ was a huge success. We were 
prepared to serve from noon-4PM but we wrote and 
served 110 dinners in 90 minutes. And the dinner was 
excellent. Thanks to all who helped to include: Ron 
King, Bill Browning, Bryan Bentley, Gordie 
Bardeleben, Nancy Dignan, Ruth McCarthy, Judy 
Thomason, Patti Brothers, Bob Brothers and myself; 
if I missed anyone, I apologize for going from 
memory.

POPPY DAYS 
This could happen anytime as VFW National has 
ruled. We are leaning toward the last weekend in 
September but when the dates have been chosen, we 
will publish them and you’ll get a chance to volunteer 
and hopefully step forward to help shore up our Post 
relief fund.

30TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

On September 14, our regular meeting night, we will 
have a celebration of Chapter 528’s entry into Vietnam 
Veterans of America. The celebration will include 
dinner and liquid refreshments….all for $10 per 

person. A few of the committee members, including 
me, have tickets available. Members and guests will 
be capped at 200 so get your tickets soon. Thanks 
to Gary Estermyer for chairing this event.
 
I’ll see you at the NEXT meeting. It’s a great time 
to be an American, Veteran and member of Chapter 

Canadian Vietnam Veterans Memorial
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Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”

Canadian Vietnam Veterans Memorial

Thanks, Pete Glasgow, for reminding us of this annual 
event in Ontario, Canada. VVA Chapter 528 use to 
attend this memorial every year. We called it “Run to 
the North Wall”.

Membership 
          It is with great sadness we report the passing 
of Clark Crain in January. Clark transferred to our 
chapter in 2013 from chapter 387. Our 
condolences go to Clark’s family. There were 3 
applications for membership this past month. 
Thomas Tabin, Navy, and Dan Stewart, Army and 
Mike Kelly, Army have joined our chapter. Our 
current membership stands at 313 VVA and 78 
AVVA members. Of these we have 59 life AVVA 
members.
     Lapsed Members: As of July 25, 2020 the 
following individuals have not renewed their 
membership:
           AVVA: none
     Dropped from Roster: Earl Madison
     August AVVA Renewals: none
If you have already renewed thank you. If you 
have not, please do so before the end of the 
month to keep your membership current.
 

Fall Festival 
     The Plymouth Fall Festival has been cancelled 
for this year. This also means there will be no beer 
tent or car show. The festival committee tried to 
plan some type of alternative event for non-
profits to raise some money but there wasn’t 
much enthusiasm from the members so it was 
dropped. This would have been our 29th 
consecutive year at the festival.
  

VFW Golf Outing 
     The outing is scheduled for Saturday. 
September 26 at Hickory Creek golf course. A 
sign-up sheet is available in the lounge at the post. 
The cost is $75 per person which includes coffee 
and doughnuts before golf, hotdog, chips and 

drink at the turn and dinner at the post. Dinner will 
be in the hall this year so we can remain socially 
distant. For this reason there will be a limit of 18 
foursomes. All golf fees must be paid by September 
12th. We are taking donations of sleeves of new golf 
balls which will be used in the golfer’s goody bags. 
Donations are greatly appreciated and will help defray 
some of the cost of putting on the outing. If you have 
some available, you can drop them at the post or 
contact me (734-397-8389). If anyone can solicit 
donations that can be used for door prizes, please let 
me know.
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Chaplain’s Corner 

Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

The Place of Nothingness 
From Our Daily Bread
Author: Os Hillman 

Be Still and know that I am God 
(Psalm 46:10) 

Post  July  4th,  2020 BBQ. The Grill  masters:  Don 
Dignan,  Bil l  Browning,  Ron  King,  Gordon 
Bardelevan, Walt Munie and Bryan Bentley.

     Do you find yourself in a place of nothingness? 
There is a time and place in our walk with God in 
which He sets us in a place of isolation and waiting. 
It is a place in which all past experiences are of no 
value. It is a time of such stillness that it can disturb 
the most faithful if we do not understand that He is 
the one who has brought us to this place for only a 
season. It is as if God has placed a wall around us. 
No new opportunities - simply inactivity.

     During these times, God is calling us aside to 
fashion something new in us. It is a place of 
nothingness designed to call us to deeper roots of 
prayer and faith. It is not a comfortable place, 
especially for a task-driven workplace believer. Our 
nature cries out, "You must do something" while 
God is saying, "Be still and know that I am God." 
You know the signs that you have been brought into 
this place when He has removed many things from 
your life and you can't seem to change anything.

      Perhaps you are unemployed. Perhaps you are 
laid up with an illness.

Many people live a very planned and orchestrated 
life where they know almost everything that will 
happen. But for people in whom God is performing 
a deeper work, He brings them into a time of 
quietness that seems almost eerie. They cannot see 
what God is doing. They just know that He is doing 
a work that cannot be explained to themselves or to 
others.

      Has God brought you to a place of nothingness? 
Be still and know that He really is God. When this 
happens, your nothingness will be turned into 
something you will value for the rest of your life.
--------------------------------------------------------------------
Chaplain’s notes: I appreciated this article, 
because back in 2003, I suddenly found that I was 
in this “place of nothingness” with my career.  I 

knew that God had his hand in it, because He is in 
control….always!  I found myself reading from the 
Book of Psalms in the Bible, because (King) David 
found himself in this same “desert” and continually 
called out to the Lord to give him direction, and to 
protect him from the evil men that were after him.  
But as far as my situation, after much prayer, 
suddenly this “place of nothingness was taken away, 
and things immediately went my way. God’s desire 
was to make me trust Him, and it was indeed an 
attention getter. I am very thankful for this period 
in my life. I know more than ever how much He 
loves me, and how He has blessed me in so many 
ways! 

Prayers needed for Gary Estermyer’s wife Maureen. 
The official diagnosis for Maureen is Goodpasture 
Disease. With the Henry Ford Hospital doctors and 
the Good Lord’s will, she’ll be all right. We lost two 
members recently, Clark Richard Crain and Dennis 
Mozdzen. Our prayers and condolences to both of 
their families during this difficult time.
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Dennis Mozdzen
June 14, 1948 - July 3, 2020 

Navy Aug. 66 - Aug. 70

Clark Richard Crain 
Sep 14, 1951 - Jan 11, 2020 

Air Force 1973 to 1977

Inmemoriam

Friday, July 24, 2020: Pete Glasgow, Dale Luebke, Larry Eichstadt, Pat Doherty, Joe 
Tebor, and Dan Droz. Thanks, Pat for taking over for Rich Whipple!

Joy Road - Adopt-A-Road Pickup
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Greetings All:

   Our 528 “30th Anniversary Party” is fast approaching!  The copy of the ticket covers all the major points 
of information you need.  If you’ve been at the past two chapter meetings you’ve already heard my reports 
and updates.  

   At this point we’re still a go.  If the governor reinstates more severe gathering restrictions then we’ll have 
no choice but to consider cancelling.  Even as things are now, I’m pulling for good weather on Sep. 14th so 
we can make this an outside event.  We have the pavilion area with picnic tables and we could set up 
additional tables and chairs if needed to allow for proper social distancing.  If mother nature doesn’t 
cooperate then inside we shall be.  

   All the committee members have the $10.00 tickets available to sell.  Those members are: Leroy Paige, 
Don Dignan, Gary Bush, Ron King, Joe Tebor, Mike Steffes and myself.  We will also have tickets at the 
next meeting of August 10th.  Our caterer will be Halina’s Catering, I’ve heard their menu items are very  
good (with a Polish slant!).   We will announce the choice of 3 entrees, potato and vegetable at the August 
meeting. 
 
   On the evening of Sept.14th we’ll start with a social hour at 6:00 PM with appetizers and drinks 
available.  The normal scheduled membership meeting will start at 7:00 PM (the bar will close) and will be 
kept very short.  Dinner will start at 7:15 PM and the program will start shortly afterwards.  I’ve 
encouraged the guys to bring their wives and any old photos they may have when they joined 528.   
 
   The dress code will be a step up from jeans & T-shirt.  Feel free to throw on the coat & tie, there will be 
pictures taken.  I know many of our members and their spouses are suffering from health issues and are 
unable to attend an event like this.  I wish things were different.  We will miss you as we celebrate our 
three decades as a VVA chapter.  For those able to attend, I’ll see you there!     
   
Gary Estermyer
Committee Chairman

Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

30th Anniversary Party   1990 - 2020
All 528 VVA & AVVA members invited

Buffet style catered w/beverages & music 
Monday, September 14, 2020  6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
VFW Post 6695 Hall - 1426 S. Mill St., Plymouth 

$10.00 per person
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The Wall 
Barbara Bender, October 2018 - Pete Glasgow forwarded me this email. “This is a letter I received from a 
woman named Barbara Bender, she is the sister Gerald Bender, a Marine I served with in Vietnam. It's a story 
of her first visit to "The Wall" with a man she would eventually marry. This occurred three weeks before the 
Memorial was open to the public.”

Until that night I didn’t know Jim very well. We were in the heady days of new love, traveling to Washington 
DC for two days of business and three days of touring. Jim had several meetings in Crystal City while I went 
to the Army’s Night Vision Laboratory in Fort Belvoir.
Our flight arrived at National Airport several hours into an October rainfall.  Dismal weather did not disrupt 
the scheduled 11:00 p.m. arrival.  By midnight we had collected luggage, rented a car, parked in one of several 
spaces flanking The Mall and donned raincoats. 

 The park police were tucked in for the evening. Only dim lights on far-flung monuments and distant street 
lamps rescued the mall from total darkness. Except for my tangible fear, The Mall appeared abandoned after 
midnight. I had been warned many times about after-dark dangers of DC’s parks. “Are you sure we should do 
this,” I asked, already knowing the answer. Jim’s sense of purpose overrode fear, as it usually did. His 
perception of threat was biased by thirteen trips to wartime Vietnam as an engineer and pilot in support of 
newly-deployed AC-130 Gunships. He knew he would die, just not in this lifetime. I took inventory of our 
defensive weapons as we moved away from the car: fists, soggy raincoats, my over-stuffed tote and the pointed 
toes of Ferragamo pumps.

Resting in the raw terrain of a construction zone, the wall itself was fully formed. As we plodded through turf 
and mud to reach the memorial, it was evident our rain gear was more fashion than function. Having already 
destroyed our shoes, we purged thoughts of returning to the car, even though I felt we should add a tire iron 
to the arsenal. We were drawn by the Memorial’s silent, relentless power as we struggled to remain dry-eyed, 
naively attempting to resist the riptide of emotion. The emotion of all who died and those who loved them. 
On this moonless, starless night, the black granite was darkness within darkness. We were about to face the 
Wall just as two cars revved their engines and blinded us with high beams. Once obscured by darkness, they 
were now visible no more than 100 feet away.

“This can’t be good,” I thought, feeling trapped between the bright lights and the Wall they now illuminated. 
One figure, then another emerged from the cars. Ebony silhouettes. Having a pronounced startle response, I 
prepared to cut and run. Jim calmly tightened his grip on my hand and declared, “No problem.”  
“Ah, OK,” was all I could muster, while thinking “what in God’s name are we doing here?” and “How can I get 
the best leverage out of this tote” and “Why didn’t we bring the tire iron?” I hoped we were about to be 
arrested by Park Police.

As the figures approached, they became partially illuminated by reflections of headlights off the wall. We 
began to make out familiar trappings of forgotten soldiers. Frayed field jackets with faded names. Utility 
boots. Thread bare jeans. Baseball caps with American flag patches. “Welcome to the wall. Didn’t mean to 
scare you. We figured you wouldn’t come out this late unless you knew about us. Who are you here to see?” 
the first man asked with a kind, booming voice. I could see an expansive, uneven smile through his long 
greying mustache and full beard.  I started breathing, mildly satisfied that complete strangers knew nighttime 
visits to the Mall were dicey.

Jim grasped the man’s right shoulder in a gesture of friendship. They shook hands as Jim replied, “April 22, 
1970”, a reference that was not yet familiar to me. 
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“Corps?” asked our guide. 
“Air Force.” Jim replied. 
“Sorry to hear that,” a jovial retort. “First Marines, Da Nang. Did you fly?”
“AC-130 Gunship.”
“Specter?”
“Yes,” Jim answered. The bond was complete.

The second veteran, a quiet man, was already inside his car, opening the pages of a large binder. “Come on in. 
Get out of the rain while we find your buddies.” The need to take refuge from relentless rain herded four 
strangers into the gift of intimate conversation.  I was stunned to actually see and touch the book with 57,939 
names. The names seized my heart as did the stories of these two men. Humbly, they disclosed their mission, 
self-assigned more than a decade after leaving Vietnam. Although warm and safe, my gut tightened. My throat 
tightened. I could no longer staunch the flow of tears. Jim’s face was frozen with the sadness of deeply 
embedded memories. 

The bearded vet explained the memorial wouldn’t officially open for three weeks. Until then, no lights, no sod, 
no park service. They both talked of vets who were already making the pilgrimage, all hours of the day and in 
all kinds of weather. One-by-one, in the 60s and 70s, they had returned to a country united only by its 
frustration with the war, a country too weary and polarized to express gratitude or offer support. 
No one, in this damp autumn of 1982, would be turned away from their hard-earned memorial. Everyone 
would be lovingly and skillfully guided to the names they sought. A handful of Vietnam veteran volunteers 
rotated through this sacred duty roster. They kept us high, dry and safe while we paged through books linking 
names and dates to the numbered black granite panels. 

As Jim and I stepped out of the car, we were prepared to slog through saw several feet of deep mud in front of 
the wall. Protected by large umbrellas from our guides, we eased our way to the chosen panel. While we 
walked, the two gentlemen moved their cars, aiming headlights at name-filled stones. Each name meticulously 
etched in white. Each with it’s story.  Each inviting us to discover, touch, grieve and remember with gratitude. 
Still laboring on our behalf, our new friends carried a section of plywood to the base of a single polished panel, 
11W, and set it atop the mud. I was never so grateful for a dry place to stand. The gentlemen kept a respectful 
distance while Jim touched every letter of every name: ten men, joined together on the wall as they were on 
their final flight. Ten of a few dozen men with whom he flew, trained, ate and slept. Jim was on crew rest when 
the call came in from an Army unit surrounded by heavily armed enemies. He was awakened with news of the 
fatal crash.

During those moments in October 1982, I was blessed with vast knowledge about the man I would marry and 
ultimately lay to rest in Fort Snelling National Cemetery. 
We often mentioned the experience, but only in passing. For us, words were neither sufficient nor necessary. 
What of our second visit to The Wall?  I remember cherry blossoms, tour guides, school buses, crowds, dry 
stone walkways, groomed sod and fair weather. I touched the names of men who were killed on the same day a 
landmine tore into my brother’s legs. I touched the names of hometown men who were killed at ages 18, 19 
and 21. I saw dozens who stroked names as they would the face of a child. Jim, with folded hands and closed 
eyes, stood once again in reverence for his fallen colleagues at panel 11 W.
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

August  Birthdays 
Joe Agius, Frank Barkovich, Dennis Bielskis, Patty Bielskis, William Brown, 
Bob Carris, Rick Ciaramitaro, John Ciuffetelli, Kevin Demsky, Nancy Dignan, 
Wayne Duering, Michael Dupuis, Richard Gebstadt, Darrel (Tom) Gibson, 
Bob Hallmark, Peter Horning, John Kish, Michael Kokoszka, Robert 
Kuhlman, Marcel Loosbrock, Brenda Menendez, Linda Mentink, Cindy 
Northrop, LeRoy Paige, Ramond Pasquantonio, Donald Rachoza, Clinton 
(Russ) Sanford, Mikey Smith, Casper (Cass) Samba and John Vincenti.

August 2020
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Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 159 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.

734-748-5168 
frabar2136@gmail.co

mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
mailto:frabar2136@gmail.com
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Vietnam Veterans of America 

VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 
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    Chapter Elections 
     With a little creativity we were 
able to have a meeting and hold 
our elections last month. The 
meeting was held outside in the 
pavilion area behind the post. All 


