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     July 2019

Welcome Home!

President’s Corner 

Jerry Thomason
NMCB 133
RVN 1969-70

The Miracle League of Plymouth

Greetings Membership,
     This year our convention is tasked with the unenvious job of determining whether our organization will 
continue perhaps under another name, or dissolve when we’re gone. Whatever the decision, we can be proud 
of what our generation and the VVA have accomplished in helping to heal the wounds of war not only for the 
veterans themselves but for our country as well.

      I believe the people of our nation are truly sorry for the shameful way we were treated but that it is also 
time to move on. I have to believe what happened was not the fault of any one party or company within the 
government but a series of events that spiraled out of control and became unmanageable. 

      We can only hope that those who are responsible for the suffering and hurt clearly evident today will be 
made to pay for what was done and never be allowed to subject others to what the Vietnam Veteran and our 
families are still paying for today.

Distribution Staff
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Digger’s Desk

Don Dignan 
D/2/16 “Rangers”

1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968

LOUNGE & AREA EVENTS 
Don’t forget Karaoke on the 1st and 3rd Fridays at 
8:00PM and Euchre at 7:00PM every Thursday. 
Pinochle on Friday is put on hold and will resume in 
the Fall.

CAR SHOW 
The Cruz’n 528 Car Shows have started slowly but 
will warm up with the weather.  Come on down for 
classic cars, hot rods, burgers, hot dogs, pop, beer, 
pop corn, desserts and oldies spun by DJ Koz from 
5-8PM.

FISHING DERBY 
Our most community focused program of the year 
on Saturday June 8 was once again a huge success. 
Thanks to all who made it possible.

JULY 4TH 
We would like to see all members marching in the 
parade which steps off at 9:00AM in front of Bode’s 
restaurant on Main Street.

JUNE 29TH 
On this date, I’ll remember a young (actually older 
than most at 22) man getting on a plane that just off 
loaded a bunch of newbies at Bien Hoa Airport at 
11:15PM…51 years ago. We flew to Japan, then Alaska, 
finally Oakland. This was unequivocally the happiest 
day of my life…case closed.
I’ll see you at the July meeting. It’s a great time to be 
a Veteran and member of Chapter 528.

Summer Safety Reminder
This has been a very wet Spring, which means that 
there is a lot of standing water, which is a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes. Mosquitoes can carry West 
Nile Virus. There have been several cases reported 
of West Nile Virus in Michigan. If you think you or 
a family member might have West Nile virus 
disease, talk with your family health care provider.  
Mosquitoes are most prevalent at sunrise and 
sunset. 
Michigan ranks very high in the country for the 
black legged tick also known as a  deer tick, which 
can carry Lyme Disease. The early signs and 
symptoms of Lyme is a small round red bump at the 
site of the bite that appears to be the bullseye on a 
dart board. It is important to see a doctor if you 
think you have been infected. If a deer tick is found 
on the skin, it is important not to use a tweezers to 
pull the tick out because the head will remain 
buried in the skin. Instead gently rub the area with 
liquid soap on a cotton ball and the tick should back 
out.
The prevention for both these insects is to use an 
insect repellant that has DEET, or other repellants 
on the skin and around your socks. After leaving a 
wooded area, it is important to check your body for 
ticks.    Jim Tillman

Bob Dew and Doug Fox in charge of the 
casting contest. Photo courtesy of Tom Brown



�3

Odds & Ends

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. 

Membership 
     It is with extreme sadness we report the passing of 
long-time member and friend Mike Dicker. Mike left 
us June 10th and he will truly be missed. He was an 
active member in both the VVA and VFW. Our 
thoughts and prayers go to Sarah and the whole 
Dicker family. There were no applications for 
membership this past month. Our current 
membership stands at 308 individual and 84 associate 
members. Of these we have 301 life VVA and 57 life 
AVVA members.
     Lapsed Members: As of June 25, 2019 the following 
individuals have not renewed their membership:
           VVA:  John Zielke
           AVVA: John Stewart, Austin Bentley
     Dropped from Roster: Paul Jaskula
     July VVA Renewals: Charlie Kotcher, Art Surdu
    July AVVA Renewals: Michael Wisienski
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have 
not, please do so before the end of the month to 
keep your membership current.
 

VVA Membership 
     Who will be the last man standing. There are now 
only 7 members left who have yet to be converted to 
life members. They are: Bob Anderson, Dennis Blake, 
Tony Everett, Charlie Kotcher, Mike Panich, Art 
Surdu and Dale Wofford. I encourage you to consider 
paying the $50 life member fee early so the chapter 
can be one of the first to be 100% in life 
membership. 

AVVA Membership 
     Although VVA rates have changed AVVA rates 
have not. The rates remain the same. 1-year - $20, 3-
year - $50, life membership ages 59 and under - $175, 
60 and above - $100. When purchasing a life 
membership proof of age must also be submitted. 
The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s 
license. Current VVA members can support the 

AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for 
only $50.

July 4th Activities 
     We will again be walking in the Plymouth parade 
on July 4th. The parade starts at 9:00. We will meet 
in the parking lot of Bode’s Restaurant on Main 
Street near the railroad tracks. Everyone is invited to 
participate. We will be carrying the chapter banner 
so everyone will know who we are. Starting at noon 
the VFW will have BBQ chicken dinners for sale 
and at 7:00 there is a free concert in Kellogg Park 
where the military will be recognized for their 
service.

Wayne County Fishing Derby

Miracle League of Plymouth
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Chaplain’s Corner 
Lincoln’s Pockets
From Our Daily Bread, 
Author: Mike Wittmer

Rich Whipple
Chaplain (Certified)

(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)
Cell: 734-751-2992

rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
HHC/2/503rd Infantry
173rd Airborne Brigade 

1968 - 1969

     The night US president Abraham Lincoln was shot 
at Ford’s Theater in 1865, his pockets contained the 
following:  two spectacles, a lens polisher, a 
pocketknife, a watch fob, a handkerchief, a leather 
wallet containing a five-dollar Confederate bill, and 
eight newspaper clipping, including several that 
praised him and his policies.
     I wonder what the Confederate money was doing 
in the new president’s pocket, but I have little doubt 
about the glowing news stories.  Everyone needs 
encouragement, even a great leader like Lincoln!  Can 
you see him, in the moments before the fateful play, 
perhaps reading them to his wife?
     Who do you know who needs encouragement?  
Everyone!  Look around you.  There isn’t one person 
in your line of vision who is as confident as they seem.  
We’re all one failure, snide comment, or bad hair day 
away from self-doubt.
     What if we all obeyed God’s command to “please 
our neighbors for their good, to build them up”? 
(Romans 15:2).  What if we determined only to speak 
“gracious words” that are “sweet to the soul and 
healing to the bones:? (Proverbs 16:24).  What if we 
wrote these words down, so friends could reread and 
savor them?  Then we’d all have notes in our pockets 
or on our phones!)  And we’d be more like Jesus, who 
“did not please himself” but lived for others (Romans 
15:3).

Chaplains notes: Prayers for Sara Dicker and Mike’s 
son and family in the loss of Mike Dicker; (Pastor) 
Bill Kren still courageously fighting cancer; 
Submariner Gary Kubik is in the Ann Arbor VA CLC; 
Bill (Sleeveless) Browning is now done with his five 
weeks of chemo and radiation; Bob Anderson “Santa 
Claus”) has stage 4 lung cancer;  Bob Bryan fighting a 
type of cancer that crowds out the healthy red blood 
cells.  Please lift these members up in prayer.
I apologize if I have left someone out!

Wayne County Fishing Derby

Photos courtesy of Tom Brown
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The Miracle League of Plymouth 

Our Plymouth-Canton VVA donated a flag, and were 
honored to volunteer as Buddy Coaches at a Miracle League 
baseball game. By Bryan Bentley, Patch Mayor Jun 13, 
2019 
Our Plymouth-Canton Vietnam Veterans, teamed up with 
The Miracle League of Plymouth for a baseball game on 
June 1st, and it was a wonderful pairing of two great 
community organizations working together to give our 
children a fun day of baseball.

The plans for this event began when VFW/VVA member, 
Bob Williams offered to donate one of his beautiful, hand 
made American Flags to the Miracle League. After a couple 
of conversations with Miracle League Executive Director, 
Kelly Hermann, it seemed like a great opportunity to not 
only donate the flag, which will be displayed at Bilkie Field, 
but for a group of our veterans to come on out, and 
participate in a game as Buddy Coaches.

Vietnam Veteran, Bob Dew summed up the day this way: 
"This was my first time at the Miracle League Field to 
participate in a baseball game event. I was very impressed 
how the players were enjoying themselves before, during, 
and after the game. It appears to be a highlight in their 
challenging day. We were not sure what we were going to be 
doing during the game, but a short explanation by the 
coaches was all that was needed. The field itself is all lined 
out, and has a rubber base composite floor, detailed to 
appear as a regular baseball diamond. The dugouts on the 
same level are large enough for the players and support 
volunteers to move around, getting in and out for actual 
play.

Our job was to support each player in helping them get 
safely around the bases, and while in the field to ensure they 
were not hit by a ball in play. There were two teams, and all 
participants played two innings. Each player batted and 
played their position with support personnel assisting if 
needed to ensure their safety. Some of the players were in 
wheelchairs, while others were on foot depending on their 
limitations. By having support volunteers to assist the 
player's, their parents were able to sit in the bleachers and 
cheer on their kids as they played the game. It was a 
rewarding experience seeing the enjoyment on each of 
players faces, and the parents cheering on their kids as they 
enjoyed their game time.”

Dennis Waling, who is a longtime AVVA member, sang the 
National Anthem for the game, and by all accounts, he did a 
great job with that, as well as volunteering to be a Buddy 
Coach.

VVA 528 President, Jerry Thomason, threw out the first 
pitch, and said, "I found the whole experience humbling, 

and am very happy that our guys were able to help out at a 
game, and experience this great baseball league.”
The Miracle League of Plymouth is a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to providing children with physical 
and mental disabilities an opportunity to play organized 
baseball. This league is non-competitive, with all players 
getting to bat and circle the bases each inning. Bilkie Field 
is a baseball field located in Downtown Plymouth with a 
specialized surface to allow individuals with varying 
disabilities to play baseball.

If you would like to donate to Miracle League, volunteer 
for games, or for more information on having your child 
join a Miracle League team, you can get all of the 
information you need at:
              www.miracleleagueofplymouth.com 

Our Plymouth-Canton Veterans just completed a busy 3 
week stretch, in which they participated in Memorial Day 
Ceremonies, volunteered for Miracle League, and this past 
Saturday, hosted their 24th Annual Fishing Derby at Hines 
Park. Our Plymouth-Canton veterans are a huge presence 
in our community, and not enough people know about all 
of the good things that they do.
If you would like to donate to, or become involved with our 
Plymouth-Canton VVA 528 as a veteran, or as a non-
veteran (AVVA) you can get more information at 
their website. You can also find out about their many 
community events right here: www.vva528.org. 

Bryan Bentley
AVVA Representative

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.vva528.org
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From left to right: John Krueger, Al Sneath, 
Chuck a Korean War Veteran who is 91 and Paul 
on “Blue Fairways”. Photos courtesy of Gene Spurgess.

Don McLane, Bob Montieth and Rich 
Mazurkiewicz on Gene Spurgess son’s boat - “Pull 
Hard”.

Fish on For Freedom 
,Fish on For Freedom was held on Friday, June 21st. 
Attending the event were Gene Spurgess, Al Sneath, 
Don McLane, Rich Mazurkiewicz, Bob Monteith, and 
John Krueger.
We attended the Captains meeting at 6pm the 
evening before. There we signed in and met our 
Captain and the boat we were assigned. We also 
received a goodie bag with a shirt and hat along with 
all the pizza you can eat.
At 6am the next morning we left the pier heads and 
were off to the fishing grounds. It was a perfect day to 
be on Lake Michigan. Around 11:30 we headed in and 
formed a parade by the pier heads. As we went back to 
the marina there were people and American flags all 
along the shore cheering us on.
We met at the American Legion at 1pm for a picnic 
and weighing of fish. Awards were given to the boat 
with the most weight for 3 fish and then the top three 
biggest fish. Afterwards we were all given a bag of 
cleaned fish that were caught this day and headed on 
our merry, little way.  

Wayne County Fishing Derby was held on Saturday, 
June 8th. It was a perfect day of sunshine, kids 
participation, the amount of fish caught and having 16 
volunteers from VVA Chapter 528. It was our 24th 
year participating in this successful community event. 
Children were divided up into 3 age groups: 6 and 
under, 7-10 and 11-12. Prizes were awarded to the 
shortest and longest fish of each age group and the 
lightest and heaviest fish of each group. Karson B. age 
7 won the grand prize with the heaviest fish of the day 
weighing in at 2.24 pounds. I would like to thank all 
the volunteers who helped make this event a 
memorable and an enjoyable experience. This event 
could not happen without you!   Tom Brown

Photo courtesy of Jason Bielskis  

Wayne County Fishing Derby

Gene Spurgess 
Jul 69 to Sep 70 
AHC 271st Avn 

Innkeeper 
First Aviation Brigade

Delta
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VVA 528 2019 Sportsman’s Raffle Selling Events 
This is a list of the locations that we will be selling our raffle Tickets. Please come out and visit with us.

Show Address City              Zip
Birch Run Expo 11600 S. Beyer Rd. Birch Run 48425
Ingam County Fairgrounds 700 E. Ash St. Lansing/Mason 48854 
Flint Gun Show 3501 Lapeer Rd. Flint 48503 
Suburban Collection Showplace   46100 Grand River Novi 48374 
Monroe County Fairgrounds 3775 S. Custer Rd. Monroe 48161 
Brownstown Sport Center 21902 Telegraph Rd. Brownstown 48283 
Bass Pro Shops Auburn Hills 4500 Baldwin Rd. Auburn Hills 48326
Cantoro Italian Market    15550 N. Haggerty Rd. Plymouth 48170
Holdens Deli 2055 S. Milford Rd. Milford 48391

Date Day Time Location
7/5/2019 Friday 1400-1900 Ingham County Fairgrounds 
7/6/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Ingham County Fairgrounds  
7/7/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Ingham County Fairgrounds
7/6/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Holdens Deli 
7/7/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Holdens Deli 
7/13/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Cantoro Italian Market 
7/14/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Cantoro Italian Market  
7/20/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Novi Suburban Collection Showcase
7/21/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Novi Suburban Collection Showcase 
7/20/2019 Saturday 1000-2100 Bass Pro Shops Auburn Hills 
7/21/2019 Sunday 1000-1900 Bass Pro Shops Auburn Hills
8/10/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Birch Run Expo
8/11/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Birch Run Expo 
8/10/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Cantoro Italian Market 
8/11/2019 Sunday 1000-1500 Cantoro Italian Market
8/17/2019 Saturday 0900-1700 Monroe County Fairgrounds 

6

Wayne County Fishing Derby Saturday, June 8, 2019. From left to right: Doug Fox, Don McLane, Greg Rowe, 
Tom Brown Co-Chair, Pat Doherty, George Klepack, John Hubert, Dale Luebke-Co-Chair, Bryan Bentley, 
Gene Spurgess Co-Chair, Dean Bell Co-Chair, Al Sneath and Mike Panich.  Missing from photo: Bob Dew, Gary 
“Ouch” Boucher and Frank Gilbo. I’m sorry if I forgot any other volunteers. Photo courtesy of Gary Taylor
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Calendar by 
Nancy Dignan 

 July Birthdays 
Dennis Aten, Terry Atkins, Dennis Blake, Bill Brisbois, David Cole, Randall 
Cooper, Richard Corrow, Gordon Dorey, James Harvey, Ed Hopkins, Mike 
Hucal, John Iaquinta, James Kimball, Timothy LaGrow, Bob Lamoureux, 
Philip Lang, Jerry Lesniak, Victor Mamayek, Collin McCammon, Philip 
Menendez, Donald Nippa, Stephen Olson, James Pawlukiewicz, William 
Ray, Richard Schmidt, John Stephens, Robert Taylor, Judy Thomason and 
Tom Trestler.

JULY 2019



15
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Chapter 528 Homefront July 2019
Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org
Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertising Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15

Tom Brown, Editor/Publisher 
2nd Missile Battalion 

44th Artillery Pershing 1st yr  
 HHD III Corps  2nd yr  

Ft. Sill, OK 

Chapter Officers                       
President        Jerry Thomason              734-895-5257 
1st Vice President      John Heraghty              734-464-3133
2nd Vice President    Gary Bush                           734-718-2301              
Secretary                     Ron King                            734-679-6424 
Treasurer                     John Fleming              734-421-0149   
 
Board of Directors 
Darrel Bazman 734-207-3197 (1)     Don Dignan - 734-525-0157 (1)
Rich Whipple - 734-751-2992 (1) 
Gene Spurgess 248-887-6212 (1)      Bruce Beny0 - 734-326-0867 (2) 
Don Petrere 734-595-1422 (2)         Al Sneath - 734-377-5337 (2)

Committees 
A.O./Health Care Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Agent Orange Events Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
AVVA Representative Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
By-Laws Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159  
Chaplain Rich Whipple 734-751-2992
Chapter Historian Gary Pritchard 734-522-2033  
Fundraising Bob Dew 734-421-1805 
Homeless Veterans John Fleming 734-421-0149 
Membership Bob Lamoureux 734-397-8389
 
Homefront Newsletter  
     Editor & Publisher Tom Brown 313-336-0192 
     Editor Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
     Distribution Chief Jim Hodgson 734-416-5159 
     Assistant  Ron King 734-679-6424 
     Assistant Dale Luebke 248-403-4244
 
Product Sales Rick Demeester 248-486-9981
POW/MIA Al Kerbyson 734-612-9757  
Public Affairs Don Dignan 734-525-0157 
Sergeant-at-Arms John Fleming 734-52504560 
Service Representative Aggie Little 734-722-9535 
Sportsmen’s Raffle Bob Dew           734968-3267 
State Delegate Dennis Bielskis 248-486-0001 
State A.Delegate Gary Estermyer 313-283-6943 
State VVA Product Sales         John Riling 734-776-2239 
VAVS Deputy Ron King 734-454-4522 
Vietnam War 50th Com. Ron King 734-4544522  
Website Bob Dew 734-968-3267

Bryan Bentley 734-604-6066 
John Spencer 734-716-0619 
Dennis Bielskis 248-767-1654 
Tom Brown   313-336-0192

Chapter 528 VVA Service Officers (VSO)  
Dennis Bielskis - 734-459-6700 
Gary Estermyer - 313-961-9568
 
Veterans Crisis Centers
Veterans Center   313-381-1370
Dearborn Crisis Center   313-584-7800 
VA Medical Center Detroit   313-576-1000 
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System  734-769-7100
Editor’s Note and Disclaimer 
Articles, flyers, calendar, event dates and photos must be submitted by the 25th of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article, flyer or 
photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published articles become the property 
of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are 
not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA. Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700).

Our Service Photos
VVA Chapter 528 has 146 VVA members’ service 
photos displayed and 3 AVVA members’ service 
photos on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure 
most members have a photo of themselves laying 
around somewhere. When you find your photo you 
can either mail it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. 
Dearborn, MI 48124, scan it and send it to: 
tombrown1949@gmail.com as a jpg or jpeg, bring it to 
our general membership meetings and give it to Tom 
or bring it to the VFW.  Be sure to include your name, 
branch of service and the year the photo was taken. 
Don Petrere will place the copied service photo in our 
display case. 

http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
http://www.vva528.org
http://www.travelvva528.com
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No. 213208 eV) 

 

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING 
Ed Duprey 

Owner 

 

32635 Ford Road 
Garden City, MI 48135 

(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads) 
Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat. 

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815 
Fax: (734) 266 -1817 

www.greatlakestrophies.com  
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com  

 Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528  
 when turning in your vehicle.
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Vietnam Veterans of America 
VVA membership is open to U.S. armed forces veterans who served on active duty (for other than training 
purposes) in the Republic of Vietnam between February 28, 1961 and May 22, 1975, or in any duty location 
between August 5, 1964 and May 7, 1975 
Name________________________________________     email _______________________________________ 
Phone___________________________________ 
Present Address_____________________________________________ 
City_________________________________ State__________________   Zip Code ____________________ 
Branch of Service___________________________________     
Date of Birth_______________________________________      Today’s Date ________________________ 

$50.00 Lifetime Membership Enclosed ______ 
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member. Enclosed is a copy of my DD 214 Form. One 
must have served a minimum of 180 days of active service. 
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member 

One may become an Associate Member (AVVA). _____ 1 year ($20), _____ 3 year ($50), _____ Life membership 
ages 59 and under ($175), _____ 60 and above ($100). When purchasing a life membership proof of age must 
also be submitted. The easiest form of proof is a copy of your driver’s license. There is one new AVVA option 
available. Current VVA members can support the AVVA by purchasing a life membership in AVVA for only $50. 

Return this form to: 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528  
P.O. Box 6319 
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473 

   July 2019Chapter 528 Homefront

Homefront

Vietnam Veterans of America

Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528

P.O. Box 6319

Plymouth MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  


