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Clyde Raines, Joe Agius and President
John Spencer at Mason gun and knife
show. Our Chapter needs everyone to
step up and help sell Sportsman’s
Raffle Tickets. We also need volunteers
to sell tickets at our scheduled events.
Check out pages 5 and 6.
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John Spencer- President & Columnist
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Nancy Dignan - Calendar
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Distribution Staff
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Ron King
Dale Luebke

Welcome Home!
“Never Again Will One Generation
of Veterans Abandon Another”

President’s Corner
Well, we have a new Commander in Chief. Let's support him like we have previous holders of that
position whether we agree with them. After all, we are American Veterans who continue to serve our
country and each other.
Regarding elections, we will have nominations for Chapter oﬃcers starting at our February meeting.
The election will be at our April meeting. I will not be running for President again. It is time for a
new leader. Please consider taking a leadership position in our Chapter.
Please read the articles in this newsletter. There is a lot of great information.

John Spencer, President
U S Army 1965-67
123rd Transportation
Company (Longshoremen)
Cam Ranh Bay, RVN
1966 (01/05/66-01/05/67)
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Digger’s Desk

EUCHRE & SLIDERS
Wednesday Euchre & Sliders will continue every
Wednesday until the Car Shows start next spring. As
always, sliders will be cooked and served from
5:00PM-7:00PM with Euchre following. As always,
Euchre will be first come, first served to get an even
number of players so you should aim for a 6:30PM
show up time. The cost is $10 per person.
SHOOTOUT
February 16 will be the 1st of 2017’s two Annual Poker
Shootouts. If interested, let me know.
UPCOMING
Karaoke on the 1st and 3rd Friday. 2nd and 4th Friday,
there is a new band performing. We’ll be making our
annual visit to the Michigan Veterans Foundation at
their new Detroit location on January 31. We have a
Chili Cookoff coming up on February 11, followed by
the Lenten Fish Fries beginning March 3. For the
latest lineup of all events, see the enclosed February
calendar.
ELECTIONS
Beginning with the February membership meeting,
nominations for all officer positions, as well as four
BOD positions, will be taking place each month up to
and including the April meeting when our annual
election will take place. Why not throw your hat into
the ring and offer up your talents for the good of the
Chapter.
I’ll see you at the February meeting. It’s a great time
to be a Veteran.

Don Dignan
D/2/16 “Rangers
1st Inf. Div.
1967-1968
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Odds & Ends

Membership
There were 3 applications for membership this
past month. Robert Kuhlman and John Heraghty,
both Army, have joined our chapter. Drew Koet has
joined our associates. Welcome Bob, John and Drew
to Chapter 528. Our current membership stands at
278 individual and 82 associate members. Of these
we have 229 life VVA and 46 life AVVA members.
Lapsed Members: As of January 22, 2017 the
following individuals have not renewed their
membership:
VVA: none
AVVA: Kim Moscardelli, Tom Moscardelli,
David Perez, Dave Randall
Dropped from Roster: Ron Jones, Charlie
Kotcher
February VVA Renewals: Dan Dreger, Ed
Hopkins, Pete Horning, Dick O’Hare, Doug
Patterson, Vincent Petransky
February AVVA Renewals: Jan Spittler, Paul
Tripp
If you have already renewed thank you. If you have
not, please do so before the end of the month to
keep your membership current.

Just a continuing reminder of the new AVVA
membership fees. They are: age 60 and over $100, and 59 and under - $175. Anyone over 60 who
purchases a life membership must provide proof of
age (copy of driver’s license or birth certificate).
The life membership fee for VVA members is $100
regardless of age.

VFW Parking Lot
Anyone who has stopped by the post has I’m
sure noticed the deteriorating condition of the
parking lot. The VFW has recently established a
parking lot fund to gather the necessary money
needed to get the lot repaved. The cost is
estimated between $60,000 and $80,000. Some
donations have been received and the proceeds
from certain post functions will be put in as well.
Obviously this will not happen overnight. If you
would like to contribute, your donation would be
greatly appreciated and would also be charitable
donation for tax purposes.

Chapter Raffle
There will be drawings at the February and
March membership meetings. Just a reminder
when you come to the meeting, make sure you put
your name on the sign-in sheet. Entries for the
drawing are taken from that sheet each month as
well as providing a record of how many attend the
meetings.

Chapter Elections
Nominations for elected oﬃce begin at the
February meeting and will continue in March and
before the elections in April. If you are looking for a
way to serve the chapter, please consider running for
oﬃce. As a past president and vice-president I can
tell you it is a rewarding experience and well within
your expertise. We will also be electing delegates to
the National convention this year. If you would like
to run have a member nominate you or you can
nominate yourself.

Bob Lamoureux
Co. C, 3/47, 9th Inf. Div.
“Mobile Riverines”
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Chaplain’s Corner
The Peace of God

their wives that both died of cancer. It’s an
experience I would never wish to go through.

Rich Whipple
Chapter Chaplain
(A sinner saved by God’s Grace)

Cell: 734-751-2992
rekjwhipple@yahoo.com
I’ve labeled this month’s article, “The Peace of
God”. I want to share with you an experience that I
had in which I did feel God’s peace on me.

HHC/2/503d Infantry
173d. Airborne Brigade
1968-1969

As many of you enjoy a nap during the day, I was
exhausted and proceeded to lie down. Instead of
falling asleep, my mind was dwelling on my career in
fluid power sales, and suddenly one of my lowest
points in my life occupied my mind. Feelings of
“having the rug pulled out from under me” was
haunting me and how unfair this foreign company was
to me after putting them on the map with two of the Big
Three car companies.
I knew this would keep me from falling asleep, so I
called out to my Savior, Jesus Christ, to take this
negativity from me, dwelling on scripture that I have
memorized for some time and I want to share that
verse with you. In the book of Matthew, Chapter 28,
Jesus tells us this: “Come to Me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you, and learn from Me. For I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you shall find rest for your souls.
For My yoke is easy, and My load is light.” It was
obvious to me that calling out to Jesus to remove this
negativity was quick and powerful.
When I went through this horrible time with this
company, I read several chapters of the book of
Psalms. King David went through some very low
points in his life, when it appeared that he had several
enemies that were after him and wanted him killed. So
these Psalms are actually David crying out to God for
safety and relief. If you are ever in this predicament, I
would highly encourage you to pick up the Bible, and
read from the Book of Psalms. You are not alone in
this world, and God loves you more than any human
being on this earth loves you! I would be glad to walk
you through this if you’d like.
Chaplain’s note: Wow, a very scary three weeks for
Gary “Bear” Kubik and his family. But not as bad as we
first heard. So I say “Praise the Lord” for Gary’s quick
recovery and for the doctors that were able to do the
right things to get him back on his feet. With my wife
Karen’s hip replacement back on December 21, and
me becoming a “care giver”, I now have a lot of respect
for those that are care givers. I had two of my high
school classmates that were the primary care givers for

Every now and then, in the middle of the constant
barrage of crap that’s just pissing us all oﬀ these days,
we come across a story, a feat, an event that just
makes us stop in our tracks. This was one for me.
Cody Green was a 12-year boy in Indiana who was
diagnosed with leukemia at 22 months of age.
Cody loved the Marines, and his parents said he
drew strength and courage from the Marine Corps. as
he bravely fought the battle into remission three
times. Although he was cancer-free at the time, the
chemotherapy had lowered his immune system and he
developed a fungus infection that attacked his brain.
Two weeks ago, as he struggled to fend oﬀ that
infection in the hospital, the Marines wanted to show
how much they respected his will to live, his strength,
honor and courage. They presented Cody with Marine
navigator wings and named him an honorary member
of the United States Marine Corps.
For one Marine, that wasn’t enough ... so that night,
before Cody Green passed away, he took it upon
himself to stand guard at Cody’s hospital door all
night long, 8 hours straight. Nowhere on the face of
this planet is there a country as blessed as we to have
men and women such as this.
Submitted by Rich Whipple
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VVA 528 2017 Sportsman’s Raffle Selling Events
This is a list of the locations that we will be selling our raffle tickets. Please,

contact Dennis Bielskis and SIGN-UP to help the chapter sell tickets at
one or more of the events. Our online website sportsman-raffle.weebly.com

SHOW

ADDRESS

Birch Run
11600 S. Beyer Rd.
Gander Mountain
43825 W. Oaks Dr.
Lansing/Mason
700 E. Ash St.
Flint
3501 Lapeer Rd.
ABC Warehouse
41690 Ford Rd.
GTC - Mt. Clemens 237 North River Rd.
Novi
46100 Grand River
Monroe
3775 S. Custer Rd.

CITY

ZIP

Birch Run
Novi
Mason
Flint
Canton
Mt. Clemens
Novi
Monroe

48415
48377
48854
48503
48184
48043
48374
48161
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“Keeper Of The
Case”
As the volunteer of the keeper of our case with
members pictures and other memorabilia on display
I've run into a small but a very correctable problem. I
need more room to hang pictures of our brothers that
deserve the honor to be their with us all. So in order to
place more pictures in I'll have to remove or condense
what's in the case. Anything being removed (with all
courtesy and respect) will be boxed and labeled for
either future use or pick-up and placed in the hands of
our officers. Maybe even the non-commissioned
officers. Thank You All.
Volunteers Needed. Worth Repeating. This seems to
be the theme when we embark on a project or an
event. When pictures are placed in our great paper we
see the same people at all the events or projects and
that's a good thing. They have the knowledge of how it
should take place and do a great job. But why no new
peoples pictures. Do we not get new people to help?
Maybe when someone new arrives to help they are
taken around to the others and introduced, welcomed,
made to feel this is just what I wanted to get into. Don't
assume they know everyone that's working or just what
needs to be done. Everyone was new at one time and
maybe felt alone in the crowd. Let's not make that the
case and maybe new volunteers will spring from the
membership. We welcome all in, let's now welcome all
their help (and a maybe picture.)
Valentines Day. Let's spring for a Valentines Day Cake
for the February Meeting. We shall remember the Love
of our Brothers, Present, Past and Future in just a little
different way. Just a cake with Heart/Love.

Sgt. Don Petrere
1st Armored Division
1/81st 1966-1967

The Bear’s Den

From the Lounge, many new things have
happened.We have an addition to the staﬀ, Ann
Marie has been welcomed to the bar staﬀ.
We have 2 new machines for your enjoyment.
The carpet has been professionally cleaned by
Dennis Bielskis and his crew. The "Men's
Auxiliary" made a great contribution to the bar
with all the quartz and lighting under the bar. It
really looks great. I just don't want my wife to
see it since she wants new counter tops at
home. Dennis has added much better lighting in
the back of the bar and you can see it all at
once.
We still have all of the programs and specials in
the lounge. We’re trying out mushrooms even
and if they catch on they will be on our menu. As
always, Superbowl Sunday will be GREAT.
We want to have more events in the lounge, so
stop by and see us with ideas.
I want to thank Mike Schlott for filling in for me.
I am glad to be coming back, not growing
flowers yet... Thanks again......... Gary (BEAR)
Kubik

Gary “Bear” Kubik
TM2 (SS)
USS Gudgeon SS567
USS Diodon SS 349
Sub Sq. 5

FEBRUARY 2017

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Calendar by
Nancy Dignan
The Auxiliary

Austin Bentley, Tom Brown, Bob Bryan, Todd Busick, Phillip Cabreros,
Thomas Dogonski, Larry Eichstadt, Tony Everett, Charles Fannin, Troy
Fisher, Steve Frazer, Mark Grzesiek, Larry Kilgore, Gary “Bear” Kubik, Dale
Luebke, Robert Rood, John Stern, Jerry Thomason, Paul Tripp and Richard
Waldecker.
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President )
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary)
Treasurer)

$

Chapter 528 Website: www.vva528.org

John Spencer)
Mike Steﬀes)
Clyde Raines)
Dennis Bielskis
Bob Dew)

Chapter 528 Travel Site www.travelvva528.com
Advertixing Rates: 1 year $60; 6 mos. $45; 1 issue $15
)

Service Photos Needed

Board of Directors
Ron King)
Mike Dicker
Don Dignan )
Gary Pritchard )

)
)
)
)

Gene Spurgess
Pete Glasgow
Joe Tebor )
Rich Whipple

Committees
A.O./Health Care) )
Agent Orange Events)
AVVA Representative)
By-Laws) )
)
Chaplain))
)
Chapter Historian))
Fundraising)
Homeless Veterans)
Membership )
)
)
Homefront Newsletter)
Editor & Publisher)
Assistant Editor)
Distribution Chief)
Assistant Chief )
Assistant Chief) )
)
Product Sales)
POW/MIA)
)
Public Aﬀairs)
)
Sergeant-at-Arms) )
Service Representative)
Sportsmen’s Raﬄe))
State Delegate)
)
State A.Delegate) )
State VVA Product Sales
VAVS Deputy)
Vietnam War 50th Com.)
Website) )
)

Bob Dew)
Bob Dew))
Bryan Bentley)
Jim Hodgson)
Rich Whipple)
Rich Waldecker)
Bob Dew))
John Fleming
Bob Lamoureux

)
)
)

VVA Chapter 528 has 125 members’ service photos
displayed on our website www.vva528.org/
members528.html and in our display case. I’m sure most
members have a photo of themselves laying around
somewhere. When you find your photo you can either mail
it to Tom Brown @ 17730 Snow Ave. Dearborn, MI 48124,
scan it and send it to: tombrown1949@gmail.com, bring it
to our general membership meetings or drop it oﬀ in
) “Bear’s” Oﬃce. Longtime member and creator of our
Service Photos Boards Bill Boudreau passed away on
) September 23, 2015. Don Petrere has graciously
volunteered to take over our service photos in our display
case.

Tom Brown)
Don Dignan)
Jim Hodgson)
Ron King
Dale Luebke
Bill Browning)
Al Kerbyson)
Don Dignan)
John Fleming)
Aggie Little)
John Spencer)
Gary Estermyer)
Dennis Bielskis)
John Riling)
Ron King)
Ron King)
Tom Brown)

Tom Brown, Editor
2nd Missile Battalion
44th Artillery Pershing
HHD III Corps
Ft. Sill, OK
)
)

)

)

VVA Service Officer - State of Michigan
Phillip Smith - Director)
313-961-9568 313-226-4181
Veterans Crisis Centers$$
Veterans Center) )
)
Dearborn Crisis Center)
)
VA Medical Center Detroit) )
VA Ann Arbor Health Care System )

$
$
313-381-1370)
313-584-7800
313-576-1000
734-769-7100

$
)

$
)

$
)

)

)

)

Editor’s Note and Disclaimer
Articles, event dates, and photos must be submitted by the 22nd of the month in order to be considered for publication. Send the article
or photo to Tom Brown 17730 Snow Ave Dearborn, MI 48124 or email Tom at tom@vva528.org. Except as otherwise noted, all published
articles become the property of VVA Chapter 528 and may not be reprinted without the Chapter’s permission. Chapter 528 reserves the
right to edit for space. Views and opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the Chapter, the editor, or the National VVA.
Mayflower Lt. Gamble VFW Post 6695 (734-459-6700)
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No. 213208

TROPHIES & ENGRAVING
Ed Duprey
Owner
32635 Ford Road
Garden City, MI 48135
(Between Venoy & Merriman Roads)

Hours: 9 - 6 Weekdays 19 - Noon Sat.

Phone: (734) 266 - 1815
Fax: (734) 266 -1817
www.greatlakestrophies.com
E-mail: sales@greatlakestrophies.com

Be sure to designate VVA Chapter 528
when turning in your vehicle.
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January 2016

Vietnam Veterans of America
Membership in Vietnam Veterans of America, Inc. is open to
Vietnam Era Veterans as well as Associate Members of the Public at Large.
Name_________________________________________________
Phone___________________________________
Present Address_____________________________________________
City_________________________________ State__________________
Zip____________________
Branch of Service___________________________________
Date of Birth_______________________________
email_______________________________________________
$20.00 Annual Dues Enclosed_________________
_____ I am a Vietnam Era Veteran and would like to be a member
(Copy of your DD-214 Form or other proof of Service Enclosed)
_____ I am not a Vietnam Era Veteran, but would like to be an Associate Member
I want to give more. Enclosed is my check for $20.00_______$50.00_______
Other________________________
New Member______ Renewal______ Membership Card
No.________________________________
Today's Date___________________________________________
Return this form to:
Vietnam Veterans of America
Plymouth/Canton Chapter 528
P.O. Box 6319
Plymouth, MI 48170-0473

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Plymouth MI 48170-0473
P.O. Box 6319
Plymouth-Canton Chapter 528
Vietnam Veterans of America
Homefront

