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Quirk Hotel encourages curiosity for the unique,
inspiring and beautiful. A momentous tribute to the
art, culture and history that makes each stay
everything but usual. Quirk Hotel is the first boutique
art hotel to be established in Charlottesville’s
historic downtown.
499 WEST MAIN STREET, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA, 22903
434-729-1234 | DESTINATIONHOTELS.COM/QUIRK-CHARLOTTESVILLE | QUIRKHOTELCVA
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OF BUNDORAN’S
MOST MAGNIFICENT
ONE OF ONE
BUNDORAN’S
MOST MAGNIFICENT
PARCELSPARCELS

H14 HIGHTOP
H14 HIGHTOP
DRIVEDRIVE
• $1,045,000
• $1,045,000
With incredible
With views
incredible
& anviews
expansive
& anarea
expansive
of levelarea
ground
of level
overlooking
ground overlooking
those views,those
Lot views,
H14 isLot H14 is
without question
without
one
question
of Bundoran’s
one of Bundoran’s
finest. The 22
finest.
acresThe
encompasses
22 acres encompasses
elevated, level
elevated,
groundlevel
for ground
the
for the
house site &house
mature
sitewoods
& mature
that woods
border that
the building
border the
sitebuilding
on 2 sides
sitefor
onprivacy.
2 sides for
Most
privacy.
of theMost
parcelofisthe parcel is
open & dotted
open
w/&large
dotted
oaksw/&large
otheroaks
hardwoods.
& other hardwoods.
Electric & fiber
Electric
optic&internet
fiber optic
to the
internet
lot. Enjoy
to theaccess
lot. Enjoy access
to 14 milesto
of14
hiking
milestrails
of hiking
acrosstrails
2,300across
acres2,300
of Bundoran
acres of Farm.
Bundoran
15 minutes
Farm. 15
from
minutes
Charlottesville
from Charlottesville
& UVA. Additional
& UVA. Additional
adjacent acreage
adjacent
& acreage
another &development
another development
right available.
right MLS#
available.
616172
MLS# 616172

A COVETED
A COVETED
CONDO CONDO
STEPS TOSTEPS
BOAR’S
TO BOAR’S
HEAD RESORT
HEAD RESORT
& SPORTS
& CLUB
SPORTS CLUB

625 WORTHINGTON
625 WORTHINGTON
DRIVEDRIVE
#103 • #103
$750,000
• $750,000
In 1 of the In
2 the
1 ofcoveted
the 2 the
Worthington
coveted Worthington
Drive condominium
Drive condominium
buildings, this
buildings,
2 bedroom,
this 22.5
bedroom,
bath 2.5 bath
offers 2 terraces
offersincluding
2 terracesone
including
overlooking
one overlooking
FarmingtonFarmington
with the Blue
with
Ridge
the Blue
as back
Ridge
dropasand
backdirect
drop and direct
access to theaccess
lovely,toshaded
the lovely,
gathering
shadedarea
gathering
between
area
thebetween
2 buildings.
the 2This
buildings.
unit includes
This unit
formal
includes
dining
formal dining
& living, den/sitting
& living, den/sitting
room, eat-inroom,
kitchen,
eat-in
laundry
kitchen,
room
laundry
& office.
room
The
& office
office.could
The office
be incorporated
could be incorporated
into the kitchen
into the
areakitchen
to create
area
a larger
to create
kitchen
a larger
& more
kitchen
open,
& more
casualopen,
livingcasual
space.living
New space.
HVAC,
New
secure
HVAC, secure
parking in the
parking
garageinbelow
the garage
the building
below the
where
building
therewhere
are also
there
storage
are also
units.
storage
Enjoyunits.
the amenities
Enjoy theofamenities
the
of the
Boar’s HeadBoar’s
ResortHead
as well
Resort
as theasSports
well asClub...
the Sports
or walk
Club...
across
or walk
the street
across
tothe
Farmington.
street to Farmington.
MLS# 616385
MLS# 616385
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PRISTINE PRISTINE
45 ACRE 45
FARM
ACRE
COMPLETE
FARM COMPLETE
WITH GUEST
WITH
HOUSE,
GUESTBARN
HOUSE,
& ARENA
BARN & ARENA
MODERN FARM
MODERN
ON 5+
FARM
ACRES
ONIN
5+FREE
ACRES
UNION
IN FREE UNION

3612 ROLLING
3612 ROLLING
ROAD ROAD
$1,750,000$1,750,000
This immaculate
This immaculate
4 bedroom
4 bedroom
with open with
floor open
plan floor
overlooks
plan overlooks
rolling, manicured
rolling, manicured
fields traversed
fields traversed
by beautiful
by Quarry
beautifulCreek
Quarry
and Creek and
dotted with
dotted
lovely
withsycamores
lovely sycamores
and oaks. and
Systems
oaks. areSystems
of theare of the
highest quality
highest and
quality
efficiency.
and efficiency.
The main The
housemain
is enhanced
house is by
enhanced
by FREE6540
6540
UNION
FREE
ROAD
UNION
• $1,305,000
ROAD • $1,305,000
1,800 sq ft1,800
studiosq with
ft studio
kitchen
with Brilliantly
kitchen updated
Brilliantly
Cape Cod
updated
offers
Cape
1-level
Codliving,
offerswood
1-level
floors
living, wood floors
throughout, &throughout,
oversized detached
& oversized
2-cardetached
garage w/2-car
apartment.
garage w/ apartment.
and full bath.
and full
Well-constructed
bath. Well-constructed
improvements
Add’l improvements
incl’ custom 3incl’
stallcustom
barn constructed
3 stall barn constructed
multi-use multi-use
barn. Thebarn.house
The Add’l
house
w/ materials milled
w/ materials
from property,
milled from
pristine
property,
cedar pristine
tack room
cedar tack room
overlooks an
overlooks
incredible
an incredible
equestrian equestrian
arena and arena
the acreage
and theis acreage
fenced, iscross-fenced
fenced, cross-fenced
with
& 2with
paddocks.& Enjoy
2 paddocks.
Blue Ridge
Enjoyviews
Bluefrom
Ridgetheviews
covered
from the covered
the finest the
materials.
finest materials.
6 division 6 rights
division
and rights
an ideal
and vineyard
an ideal site!
vineyard
Loringsite!Woodriff
Loring Woodriff
porch or wrap porch
aroundordeck.
wrapRaised
aroundbed
deck.
vegetable
Raised gardens
bed vegetable
w/ gardens w/
apple, peach &
apple,
pear peach
trees. In
& the
pearMeriwether-Lewis
trees. In the Meriwether-Lewis
school
school
(434) 466-2992
(434) 466-2992
or Bunnyor Camp
Bunny Gibbons
Camp (434)
Gibbons466-9940.
(434) 466-9940.
MLS# 614606
MLS# 614606
district. Reidardistrict.
Stiernstrand
Reidar(434)
Stiernstrand
284-3005.
(434)
MLS#
284-3005.
614724MLS# 614724

ULTRA-PREMIUM
ULTRA-PREMIUM
CONDOS CONDOS
BY THE MALL
BY THE1ST
MALL
FLOOR1ST
MASTER
FLOORON
MASTER
46 ACRES
ON 46
IN ACRES
IVY
RARE
IN IVY
OPPORTUNITY
RARE OPPORTUNITY
- FARMINGTON
- FARMINGTON
RENTAL RENTAL

1505 BROOK
1505
HILL
BROOK
LANE
HILL
• $8,000/
LANEmonth
• $8,000/month
550 WATER550
STREET
WATER• STREET
FROM $595,000
• FROM $595,000
630 RETRIEVER
630 RETRIEVER
RUN • $1,495,000
RUN • $1,495,000
The 550 is a The
cutting-edge,
550 is a cutting-edge,
boutique-scaleboutique-scale
condo building
condo
Built
building
in 2018 on
Built
thein46-acre
2018 on
Retriever
the 46-acre
Run preservation
Retriever Run
parcel,
preservation
This 4parcel,
bedroomThis
on 4a tranquil,
bedroom private
on a tranquil,
parcel w/
private
plentyparcel
of level
w/ plenty of level
designed by Formwork
designed &
by constructed
Formwork &byconstructed
Martin Horn,
by Martin
and this
Horn,
property
and offers
this property
main level
offers
living
main
w/ level
both living
1st floor
w/ &
both
2nd1st floor
lawn offers
& 2ndjustlawn
completed,
offers just
comprehensive
completed, comprehensive
renovation thatrenovation
incl’
that incl’
located 1 blocklocated
off the1Downtown
block off the
Mall.
Downtown
Only 3 residential
Mall. Only 3floor
residential
master + 2floor
add’lmaster
beds upstairs.
+ 2 add’l1100
beds sfupstairs.
guest apt
1100
above
sf guest
the apt
every
above
inch
theof the
everyoriginal
inch ofhouse.
the original
Large, stylish
house. kitchen
Large, stylish
now kitchen now
units remain, units
all in remain,
the process
all inofthe
being
process
completed
of being
to completed
the 4 garage
to the
bays. 4Fin.
garage
terrace
bays.
level
Fin.
family
terrace
room
levelw/family
kitchenette
room w/
& kitchenette
opens to vaulted,
& opens
casual
to vaulted,
living space
casualw/living
fireplace.
spaceExpansive
w/ fireplace. Expansive
highest finish &
highest
design
finish
standards
& design
w/ secure
standards
garage
w/ parking,
secure garage
French
parking,
doors opening
Frenchout
doors
to flat
opening
rear yard.
out to
Fin.
flatgame
rear yard.
room+vault,
Fin. game 1st
room+vault,
floor master.
1st 3floor
more
master.
beds, 32 more
baths beds,
& office
2 baths
upstairs.
& office upstairs.
storage units, &
storage
terraces
units,
w/ views
& terraces
of Charlottesville’s
w/ views of Charlottesville’s
vibrant full bath
vibrant
& more
fullunfin.
bath sf
&to
more
addunfin.
a 6th BR.
sf toAdd’l
add a86th
acres
BR.
inAdd’l
open 8 acres
Otherin features
open Other
incl’ reclaimed
features incl’
hardwood
reclaimed
floors,
hardwood
2-car garage,
floors, 2-car garage,
downtown scene
downtown
& mountains
scene &beyond.
mountains
Loring
beyond.
Woodriff
Loring
field
Woodriff
w/ meandering
field w/
creek
meandering
& 1500 sfcreek
conditioned
& 1500 metal
sf conditioned
barn w/ metal
mudroom
barn w/
& 2nd
mudroom
office. 12-20
& 2ndmonth
office. lease
12-20term.
month
No lease
pets, term.
no No pets, no
(434) 466-2992
(434)or466-2992
Lindsay Milby
or Lindsay
(434) Milby
962-9148
(434) driveway
962-9148
access.driveway
Rebeccaaccess.
White Rebecca
(434) 531-5097.
White (434)
MLS#
531-5097.
616471 MLS#
smoking.
616471
$8,000/month.
smoking. $8,000/month.
Loring Woodriff
Loring
(434)Woodriff
466-2992
(434) 466-2992

120 ACRE120
ESTATE
ACRE
ON
ESTATE
THE RESERVOIR
ON THE RESERVOIR
DISTINCTIVE
MEDITERRANEAN
STYLE CUSTOM
- NORTHWEST
ALBEMARLE
DISTINCTIVE
MEDITERRANEAN
STYLE HOME
CUSTOM
HOME - NORTHWEST
ALBEMARLE

395 CLAYMONT
395 CLAYMONT
DRIVE DRIVE
$1,095,000$1,095,000
Set on over 2Setbeautifully
on over 2landscaped
beautifully landscaped
acres, this custom
acres, this
builtcustom
home built
has home has
been developed
been developed
&maintained
&maintained
to perfection.
to perfection.
Open the Open
main the main
mahogany doors
mahogany
to this
doors
on-point
to this on-point
formal & informal
formal &
floor
informal
plan that
floor
is plan that is
perfect for entertaining.
perfect for entertaining.
Blue Ridge Blue Ridge
Views fromViews
both from
the living
both room
the living room
ROUND HILL
ROUND
FARM
HILL
• $5,450,000
FARM • $5,450,000
blue stone patio
blue stone
& kitchen
patio patio
& kitchen
+
patio +
With staggering,
With panoramic
staggering, Blue
panoramic
Ridge Blue
views Ridge
on views on
display as soon
display
as one
as soon
passesas through
one passes
the through
entrance the entrance
the main entrance
the main
opens
entrance
to covered
opens to covered
gates & beyond,
gates Round
& beyond,
Hill Round
Farm isHill
trulyFarm
a rare
is truly a rare
patio & private
patio
court
& private
yard. Oversized
court yard. Oversized
opportunity: opportunity:
A manicured Acountry
manicured
estatecountry
frontingestate
the fronting the
garage dual
opensgarage
to great
opens
mudroom
to great&mudroom
laundry room
& laundry
that leads
roomtothat
stunning
leads tokitchen.
stunning
2ndkitchen.
floor 2nd floor
Rivanna Reservoir
Rivanna
& Reservoir
moments &
to moments
town. Theto c.town.
1940 Thedual
c. 1940
offers grand
offers
ownergrand
suite,owner
add’l ensuite
suite, add’l
bedroom,
ensuite&bedroom,
access to horse
& access
shoetoshaped
horse shoe
balcony
shaped
thatbalcony
leads tothat leads to
brick home offers
brick home
an ideal
offers
balance
an ideal
of entertaining
balance of &
entertaining
&
casual spaces casual
open to
spaces
the open
large, tomodern
the large,
kitchen.
modern
The kitchen.
The entertainment
separate
separate entertainment
room. Full, room.
unfin. Full,
walk-out
unfin.
basement.
walk-outReidar
basement.
Stiernstrand
Reidar Stiernstrand
(434) 284-3005
(434) 284-3005
pool’s setting pool’s
is framed
settingbyis the
framed
views.byMLS#
the views.
572196
MLS# 572196

401 Park Street
401 Park Street
Charlottesville,
Charlottesville,
VA 22902 VA 22902

(434) 977-4005
(434) 977-4005
info@loringwoodriff.com
info@loringwoodriff.com
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As the COVID count
swelled, so did the
disciplinary docket
for the University
Judiciary Committee.
BY SARAH LINDENFELD HALL

ON THE COVER

The late 1950s neighborhood where they left the
light on for you. Illustration by Steve Hedberg.
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The Cost of
a Telegram
To cool student unrest in 1970,
the Alumni Association did a
very uncool thing. People stayed
hot about it for years.
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uvamag.com

BY RICHARD GARD

Why UVA Is All
They Ever Talk About

Longtime professor Ken
Elzinga reflects on the
particular bond between
UVA grads and their
University at
uvamag.com/elzinga.
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beyond the classroom at
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503 Faulconer
503 Faulconer
Drive
Drive
Charlottesville
Charlottesville
· VA · 22903
· VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131
p: 434.295.1131
f: 434.293.7377
f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com

MCL
MEAN
CLEAN
FEstate
AULCONER
FandAULCONER
INC.INC.
Farm, Estate
Farm,and
Residential
Residential
Brokers Brokers

NAME NAME

Lorem ipsum
Lorem
dolor
ipsum
sit amet,
dolorhas
sit amet, has
an omnis interesset.
an omnis interesset.
Vide clita Vide clita
complectitur
complectitur
et ius, vimeteuripidis
ius, vim euripidis
adversarium
adversarium
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
id,
id,
te per harum
te per
placerat
harumvolutpat.
placerat volutpat.
Iriure facilis
Iriure
ne! facilis
complectitur
ne! complectitur
et
et
EDGEMONT
EDGEMONT
LEWIS
MOUNTAIN
LEWIS MOUNTAIN
ius, vim euripidis
ius, vimadversarium
euripidis
adversarium
the foothills
in theoffoothills
the Blue
of Ridge
the Blue
Mountains,
Ridge Mountains,
15 miles south
15 miles south
Circa 1900
Circa
National
1900
Historic
National
Historic
home
Register
is situated
home ison
situated
the most
on theNestled
most inNestled
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
id,
te per
harum
id, te Register
per
harum
NAME
Charlottesville,
of Charlottesville,
is this historic
is thisPalladian
historic NAME
inspired
Palladianmasterpiece
inspired masterpiece
called
called
visible and
visible
spectacular
and
spectacular
42-acre
42-acre
in Central
knoll inVirginia
Central and
Virginia
offersand of
offers
placerat
volutpat.
placerat
Iriure
volutpat.
facilis
Iriureknoll
facilis
Lorem
ipsum
Lorem
dolor
ipsum
sitistoamet,
dolor
has
sitonly
an
amet,
omnis
hasonly
interan omnis
interEdgemont
Edgemont
—a home —a
whose
home
design
whose
is reputed
design
reputed
be the
to
be
remaining
the
remaining
a 360
degree
a 360
view
degree
overlooking
viewblah
overlooking
the
the University
of Virginia,
of City
Virginia,
of City
of
ne!
blah
blah
ne!
blah
blah
blah
blahUniversity
esset.
esset.
clitatoVide
complectitur
clita Sited
complectitur
et on
ius,572
vimet
euripiius,572
vimrolling
euripiprivate
private attributed
residence
attributed
toVide
Thomas
Jefferson.
Thomas
Jefferson.
Sited
rolling
on
Charlottesville,
Charlottesville,
and the
and Ridge
the Blue
Mountains
Ridge Mountains
as far as the
as far
eyeascan
the eye
can residence
vblah
blahvblah
blah MLS#533291
blah
blahBlue
MLS#533291
discourt,
adversarium
dis adversarium
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
id,
tehouse.
per harum
id,
te per harum
acres with acres
tenniswith
court,
tennis
pool,
pool pool,
house,
pool
and
house,
guest house.
and
guest
MLS#576150
MLS#576150
see. Stone$1,145,000
see.
manor
Stone
home
manor
withMcLean
home
pool,with
carriage
pool,house,
carriage
andhouse,
guest and
cottage.
guest cottage.
$1,145,000
Steve
McLean
Steve
placeratwww.HistoricEdgemont.com
volutpat.
placeratIriure
volutpat.
facilis
Iriure
ne! MLS#533291
facilis ne! MLS#533291
www.HistoricEdgemont.com
www.LewisMountainVa.com
www.LewisMountainVa.com
434.981.1863
434.981.1863
$1,145,000
$1,145,000
Steve McLean
Steve434.981.1863
McLean 434.981.1863

FARMINGTON
FARMINGTON
NAME◆ $4,950,000
NAME◆ $4,950,000

WOODLANDS
WOODLANDS
NAME◆ $1,495,000
NAME◆ $1,495,000

MERIDIEN
MERIDIEN
◆ $3,685,000
◆ $3,685,000
NAME
NAME

NAME◆ NAME
CASTELBROOK
CASTELBROOK
$1,595,000
◆ $1,595,000

NAME
NAME
NORTH
NORTH
WALES
WALES

NAME
NAME
GREY OAKS
GREY
◆ $4,165,000
OAKS
◆ $4,165,000

1954 Milton
1954dolor
Grigg
Milton
Grigg
residence
residence
oninterover
on
Beautifully
overipsum
Beautifully
restored
1780s
restored
Colonial
1780s
on
Colonial
293interacres
on 293
Private,
acresipsum
peaceful,
Private,
and
peaceful,
and
country
estate
estate
Lorem
ipsum
Lorem
ipsum
sit8-BR
amet,
dolor
has
sit8-BR
an
amet,
omnis
has
an
omnis
Lorem
interLorem
dolor
ipsum
sit
amet,
dolor
has
sit
an
amet,
omnis
has
an
omnis
Lorem
interLorem
dolor
ipsum
sitsophisticated
amet,
dolor
has
sitsophisticated
an
amet,
omnis
has interancountry
omnis inter2.5 manicured
2.5
manicured
acres.
Fronting
Fronting
fairway,
the
fairway,
in
Northampton
inclita
Northampton
County.
County.
BR,
3 full
4vim
BR,
&
2ius,
3half
full
offering
2 half
stunning
offering
Blue
stunning
Ridge
Blue
views
from
views
just
over
from
over
esset.
Videesset.
clita
Vide
complectitur
clitaacres.
complectitur
etthe
ius,17th
vimet
euripiius,17th
vimesset.
euripiVideesset.
Vide
complectitur
clita 4complectitur
et ius,
eteuripivim&
esset.
euripiVide
esset.
clita Vide
complectitur
clita
complectitur
et Ridge
ius,
vim
eteuripiius,
vimjust
euripigorgeous
gorgeous
setting,
and
setting,
prime
and
location
only
BA.
Property
BA.has
Property
access has
to the
access
Machipongo
River
40harum
River
rolling
40
acres,
rolling
9 miles
acres,NW
9 miles
ofid,
Charlottesville.
NW
Charlottesville.
dis
adversarium
dis
adversarium
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
id,location
teprime
per harum
id,only
te perdis
harum
adversarium
dis
adversarium
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
id,totethe
perMachipongo
harum
id,
te perdis
adversarium
dis
adversarium
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
te perofharum
id,
te per harum
minutes volutpat.
toplacerat
minutes
UVA and
to Downtown.
UVA
and
Downtown.
MLS#606911
which flows
which
intoflows
the facilis
Atlantic.
intoIriure
the
MLS#614051
Atlantic.
MLS#614051
Under conservation
Under conservation
easement.
easement.
MLS#613521
MLS#613521
placerat
Iriure
volutpat.
facilis
Iriure
ne!
MLS#533291
facilis ne! MLS#606911
MLS#533291
placerat
volutpat.
placerat
Iriure
volutpat.
ne! MLS#533291
facilis
ne! MLS#533291
placerat
volutpat.
placerat
Iriure
volutpat.
facilis
Iriure
ne!
MLS#533291
facilis ne!
MLS#533291
www.320FarmingtonDrive.com
www.WoodlandsFarmVa.com
www.WoodlandsFarmVa.com
www.MeridienFarmVa.com
www.MeridienFarmVa.com
$1,145,000
$1,145,000
Steve www.320FarmingtonDrive.com
McLean
Steve434.981.1863
McLean 434.981.1863
$1,145,000
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ENGAGING CHARLOTTESVILLE THROUGH
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND COLLABORATION
“Hard-hat” tours for entrepreneurs and business professionals looking for workspace ranging from one desk to 10,000
square feet have begun at the CODE building on the Downtown Mall in Charlottesville. Join us for a walk-through and see
an innovative commercial office development featuring flexible space alternatives. Our amenity-rich building includes:
TENANT SPACE

COFFEE/JUICE BAR

OPERABLE WINDOWS

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING

RETAIL SPACE

PUBLIC COURTYARD

BIKE STORAGE

CATERING SPACE

COWORKING

GRAB + GO FOOD

PARKING ON + OFF SITE

MAIL FACILITIES

EVENT SPACE/THEATER

GREEN ROOF TERRACES

PRIVATE WORKOUT GYM

LOBBY CONCIERGE

SIGN UP TO LEARN MORE: www.codebuilding.com/learn-more
240 W Main St, Charlottesville, VA 22902 · 434.443.CODE
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FROM THE EDITOR

THE TELEGRAM, COMING AND GOING

E

very so often a graduate from the early
1970s writes the Alumni Association
about the telegram, usually not fondly.
At the height of antiwar protests in
May 1970, the Association sent a telegram to the
parents of every undergraduate urging them to call
their children and reason with them. As we report
on Page 36, the telegram had spectacularly bad timing, and
the student blowback didn’t fail to impress either.
I learned about the controversy several years ago, when
Tom Faulders (Col ’71), then our CEO, got a letter about
the telegram and asked me to hunt down a copy. It has
taken me this long to find one, discovered for our story in
the Albert and Shirley Small Special Collections Library
at UVA.
I sent Tom a copy. It seemed only fitting, considering
he had to deal with the telegram controversy coming and
going—not just when he used to open his Alumni Hall mail
but going all the way back to the beginning.
“Thomas, what’s going on down there?” is how he
remembers the telegram call he got from his father, a captain in the U.S. Navy.

Why ’81 Still Matters

UVA Had a J-School?

Chainsaw Zen

SPRING 2021

Too Clever by Halftime
’

DIED LAUGHING

I can’t tell you how much the cover of the
Spring Virginia Magazine, with the orange
Pep Band vest, caught my eye having
been a band member starting in 1974.
The Virginia Tech and Maryland games
mentioned (in 1974 and 1977) were
indeed memorable and controversial with
Tech still calling themselves the Fighting
Gobblers. Thus, to Pep Band script
writers, references to turkeys seemed
too attractive to pass up. The notable
1974 halftime show is actually available
on YouTube (begin at 2:30), and with the
show’s start began the multiple referTHE UVA MAGAZINE | uvamagazine.o
rg
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Faulders was a third-year in Navy ROTC. Still,
he had the clenched-fist student “STRIKE!” logo
screen-painted on one of his Navy-issued chambray shirts, and he joined the notorious march on
Carr’s Hill. “I was ambivalent I guess is the best way
to put it,” he says about the war, “but I didn’t get
into high hover like many of my classmates did.”
And hover things did, for decades. From time to time
during Faulders’ 2006 to 2017 tenure, the most innocuous
Association solicitation to join, give or attend a Reunion
drew a ballistic “no” from someone citing the telegram
as the reason. Such was the depth of resentment over the
Association’s trespass on student self-governance.
Faulders compares telegram hate mail to the continuing complaints he used to get about the demise of the Pep
Band. That tale took the cover of our last issue and, as you
will discover nearby, it drew an outpouring of comment, all
of it positive, and we can’t thank you enough.
Richard Gard (Col ’81)
Vice President, Communications,
UVA Alumni Association

Letters
ences to turkeys. It wasn’t long until two
Tech band members, having had enough,
rushed onto the field in an attempt to grab
the drum major’s drumstick baton, and
what then followed was nothing short of
a rumble.
As if that wasn’t enough, the controversial away game at Maryland in
1977 was surprisingly well-documented
by a Washington Post article (which
despite its age is available through a
Google search). The inclusion of former
Maryland Gov. Marvin Mandel (attired in a
striped convict suit) was not the only part
of the show that angered Marylanders
both on campus and in Annapolis.
Joe Guarini (Engr ’78)
Arlington, Virginia

I was delighted to read the article by Ed
Miller, “Died Laughing.” I was a member
of the Pep Band in the early ’70s, when
attendance was strong at the basketball games (thanks to Barry Parkhill),
and seats were tough to obtain. Joining
the band ensured seats for my wife and
me. While we played the same tunes ad
nauseam, there was great comradeship
and wonderful fun. I remember playing
in the stands for football games, but my
memory fades regarding ever being on the
field at halftime. However, it was a great
article and brought back many wonderful
memories. I still have my UVA Pep Band
tie (wide as it is).
Michael A. Hughes (Col ’74)
Warrenton, Virginia
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Thank you so much for the recent issue of
Virginia Magazine. It was so refreshing not
to see political hot topics involved but real
focus on the University and its history.
I particularly enjoyed the Pep Band
and journalism school articles. It was a
refreshing break.
Sarah Walls (Engr ’04)
North Charleston, South Carolina
The brouhaha over the Pep Band’s Marvin
Mandel routine at Maryland’s Byrd
Stadium was the highlight of the Cavaliers’
1-9-1 season in 1977. The outrage of
Maryland politicians was predictable. Four
years before, Mandel’s predecessor had
pleaded no contest to tax evasion and
been forced from the vice presidency. The
Pep Band’s parody of him was deserved,
and the embarrassment any University
officials xpressed marked the difference
between the integrity they promoted and
actions they were willing to call out.
After UVA, I became a reporter covering Virginia Tech’s basketball team; among
my duties was penning an offb at column.
My first target was Tech. I followed the
Pep Band formula, listing some contrasting traditions of the schools, like the
Hokies’ (alleged) affin y for “cow-tipping”
at midnight. A few weeks later I covered a
Tech boosters dinner. An hour into a convivial meal with Tech alumni four decades
my senior, one of my tablemates suddenly
put me together with my column. After
upbraiding me, he demanded a printed
retraction. I had been taught to follow the
truth, just like the Pep Band. Jefferson
said something like that, I’m sure.
Bennett Minton (Col ’81)
Portland, Oregon
I loved the Pep Band. And in the vein of
John Ackerly’s suggested response to
President Casteen: the highest rank the
Virginia football team ever achieved with

the Pep Band: 1 (1990); the highest since
its dissolution: 6 (2004).
Jen Winters (Col ’92)
Norfolk, Virginia

Looking to buy a home
in Charlottesville?

Work with a Wahoo.

A big shout-out to Ed Miller for the article
on the Pep Band. It was one of the major
reasons to go to the football games (we
lost a lot of games back then, so they
made the games a lot more fun).
I do not get back to the Grounds very
often and was surprised when I attended
a football game a few years ago and saw a
“typical” marching band. I have been wondering ever since what changed and why.
The Pep Band was funny and irreverent. I remember the Maryland incident
when they had someone posing as the
former governor walk onto the field in
prison garb and a ball/chain on his leg. We
loved it of course—and loved the controversy it caused!
Thanks for writing this story—it was
fun reliving some of the laughs. I’m glad
to know how we got from the Pep Band to
today’s marching band!
Anne Zacharias (Col ’77)
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
I used to look forward to halftime. I
howled with laughter at the 1985 West
Virginia game as Pep Band members in
overalls and straw hats danced a jig to
strains of bluegrass music and incest
jokes over the PA system.
In 1991 I sat with five Tennessee
friends at the UVA vs. UT Sugar Bowl, and
again laughed raucously as a “Volunteer”
band member in a coonskin cap dragged
dead Elvis off the field. ut nobody else
was laughing. The majority-Tennessee
crowd sat silent with their jaws agape. I
took one heck of a tongue-lashing that
day from my friends, and was reminded it
may be fun to dish it out, but not to take
it. Ultimately, I couldn’t defend the notion

Tommy Brannock
COMM ’79
Charlottesville Native
(434) 981-1486
tbrannock@me.com

LORING WOODRIFF
R E A L E S TAT E A S S O C I AT E S

SO C I A L M E D I A

@UVAMagazine

@UVA_Alumni

S TAY CON N E C T E D

@UVA_Alumni

UVAMagazine.org

Alumni.Virginia.edu

Follow Tommy on Instagram

@tommybrannock
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that a university claiming a bedrock
principle of honor could dish it out so
dishonorably.
Even with its warts, I miss the Pep
Band. 1991 was the last time I ever saw
the Pep Band perform, and the last time I
looked forward to halftime.
Bryce Diamant (Engr ’88)
Madison, Alabama
Thank you for the excellent article about
the Pep Band!
My undergrad degree is from Georgia
Tech as I grew up in Atlanta. The only
thing I remember about my first GT vs.
UVA game, when I was a high school
freshman, is how awesome the UVA Pep
Band was. At halftime they made fun of
the University of Georgia, GT’s rival, by
forming an “1100” and announcing this as
GT’s average freshman SAT and that UGA
bragged that theirs is only 1 away from
that. “Go ahead band, show them which
one.” The band removed the one to reveal
“100.” From that moment on I never
missed a UVA game when they came to
town, always looking forward to the Pep
Band’s halftime show.
Thank you for sharing the history of
the band, one of UVA’s great traditions.
Keep up the great work!
Anthony Priest (Educ ’12)
Alexandria, Virginia
Thank you, Ed Miller. I was there at the
beginning when football games were a
social event and the Pep Band was a real
highlight and crowd favorite. Likewise,
your most recent story is a favorite and
highlight of my decades reading the
alumni magazine.
Michael Shewchuk (Col ’78)
Charlotte, North Carolina
The band played on during the ’50s—
some 45 to 50 of us! We wore light blue
jackets and ties, dark blue pants. We
played at halftime for both home and
away games. UVA’s mascot, Seal, always
accompanied us dressed in his UVA
blanket. After both bands played at the
UVA vs. Pennsylvania game in 1951, Seal
sauntered across the field, lifted his leg
and wet a Pennsylvania cheerleader’s

megaphone.
The band and glee club recorded the
first UVA songs record, which was a
sellout. Yes, the band played on!
Jack G. Hardy (Col ’52)
Miami, Florida
I attended the game in College Park with
the Marvin Mandel halftime show. It
was probably the best one the Pep Band
ever did. I don’t know what made the
Maryland administration more upset, the
Mandel part or the fact that the Maryland
students gave the Pep Band a standing
ovation when it left the field and booed
when the Maryland band came onto the
field. The following time in College Park,
the Pep Band wasn’t allowed onto the
field and had a sign “UVA Pep Banned” in
front of their seats.
At the end, the Pep Band was a
pathetic sight. They didn’t do formations
like in the past and you were guaranteed
to hear the Budweiser song during the
show. The situation reminded me of the
ending of One Flew over the Cuckoo’s
Nest. The present band represents the
triumph of the “State U-ism” we dreaded
so much in the late ’60s-early ’70s. I’d
hate to think we are now more comfortable watching a band like VPI’s than one
like the Ivies have, Stanford’s “Leland
Stanford Junior University Marching
Band,” or Rice’s “Marching Owl Band”
(aka The MOB).
Howard Tripp III (Col ’73)
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware
That was a great “scramble” down
memory lane regarding the late, great
AWUVAFCI/OP?MPB&CSRUnltd!
During first-year orientation in 1975
I joined the Pep Band after witnessing a
gaggle of ragtag merrymakers marching
through the dorms on a recruiting run.
For the next nine years, even on through
medical school, this rural Southside
Virginia boy obtained a wonderful supplement to my educational experience, which
included the infamous Marvin Mandel
skit amongst many others. Honored as a
co-drum major in 1979, we learned the
“bait and switch” technique when presenting our halftime shows to AD Gene

Corrigan for preapproval. We threw in
zingers and formations we knew he would
veto, so that we could sneak in others—
and it worked! We were the toast of Scott
Stadium during those lean football years
and especially popular with the students
whose liquor we could hide in our instruments and cases to be retrieved later!
It is a shame that a unique school like
UVA must feel compelled to have a “State
U.” type of band and that as a society we
have become so milquetoast and “PC”
that satirical humor is too controversial to
be enjoyed.
Lawrence Leake (Col ’79, Med ’84)
Ocean Springs, Mississippi

PEACE OUT

I read with interest the article “Peace Out:
The rise and fall of a J-school at UVA.”
I did not know the school of journalism
had existed. I found the article balanced
and well-written—an interesting re-examination of events and attitudes from
UVA’s history that should inform how
we respond to diverse voices in today’s
conversations. I was, however, dismayed
there was no mention of the department
of rhetoric and communications studies
in the recap of journalism’s role at UVA.
Studying journalism and mass communications was integral to the major.
I believe rhetoric and communications
studies is, by far, the best liberal arts
major one can pursue. Understanding how
to communicate effectively and think critically about what is being communicated
to you are foundational to success and
in life in general. I was greatly dismayed
when the department was disbanded.
Given the rise of disinformation and
partisan communications and their pernicious effects, perhaps it is time to consider reforming a department that trains
students to think critically about the role
of communications in American life.
Alecia Cooper Moroz (Col ’84)
Leesburg, Virginia
What a fascinating history lesson! It also
enlightened the conscious to reflect on
how war, or even allegiance to country,
can overshadow and discourage one’s
right to free speech, even if unpopular.
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Unfortunately, the author skipped the
generation of the 1990s, when rhetoric
and communications studies (RCS) was
offered.
Thanks to RCS, students like me found
our footing to hone our written, spoken,
and even acting talents and abilities. It’s
where I learned to write persuasively,
speak confidently, and appreciate the
Classical rhetorical theorists.
RCS should not be forgotten. Despite
its relatively short stint, it produced journalists, TV anchors, sports newscasters,
writers, PR specialists, lawyers, and yes,
even actors!
Felicia Tucker Couts (Col ’94)
Washington, D.C.

I vividly remember the famous wheel (so
much smaller than it appeared on TV),
the oft-referenced “used letter board”
(a string with cardboard letters hanging
from it), and the frustration of an ill-timed
“bankrupt” wedge. The puzzle I won
bought me a Magnavox VCR—a luxury
for a college student at the time. I also
received a $100 gift certificate to Gucci;
that barely covered the asking price for a
key ring!
P.S. I also appreciated the reference
to Time magazine senior editor Champ
Clark (“Peace Out”). I use the lessons I
learned in his class to this day.
Mike Barry (Col ’89)
Houston, Texas

GAME SHOW ’HOOS

RACIAL EQUITY

My uncle, Eduardo Sevilla (Engr ’85) was
also a contestant on Jeopardy!, in their
teachers tournament in 2017. He ended
up winning second place!
Amanda Bradley (Col ’14, Educ ’14)
Washington, D.C.
I suspect I am one of a tiny group of
people who were offered an appearance
on Jeopardy! and turned it down. Blame
the Virginia Honor Code. The producers
invited me for a week that unfortunately
coincided with dress rehearsal week for a
production of The Lion In Winter in which
I was cast. After all the hard work of
rehearsal, I felt honor-bound to stand with
my castmates.
Not deterred, I made it the following
season and won twice. My second win
was due to my Virginia education. When
we reached Final Jeopardy, I was behind;
when Alex announced the category was
“Shakespeare,” relief poured over me. I
had taken two semesters of Shakespeare,
and sure enough, I knew the question (and
my opponent did not). To this day, I bless
the memory of Professor Irby Cauthen Jr.
Don Richardson (Col ’79)
Haymarket, Virginia
In 1987, Wheel of Fortune recruited in
Newcomb Hall for College Week contestants. I was not selected, but the producers offered me an opportunity to come to
Los Angeles for a regular weekday show.

I have recently received alumni magazines
from two of my alma maters, including
UVA, which have included dispiriting
letters from multiple male graduates from
the 1960s, upset by both institutions’
attempts to address their racial wrongs
of the past and to better educate their
students about these issues. I loudly
applaud UVA’s efforts to better understand and document its racial history, and
to increase awareness among its students
about these issues. While I understand
that it may be difficult for graduates of
a different era to see their institutions
change so radically and come to new
understandings of events from the past,
I do not want their antiquated and, to my
mind, destructive viewpoints to get in the
way of making these schools the welcoming, inquisitive, and evolving institutions
they are striving to be. My daughters have
followed behind me at these schools, and
I’m glad their experiences have included
updated understandings of each school’s
complicated and often painful pasts. But I
worry that powerful and wealthy alumni’s
opinions can squelch institutions’ efforts
to do the right thing. Keep at it, UVA, Jim
Ryan, the BOV, and the Equity Center! I
am betting the majority of the alumni are
behind you.
Suzanne Michels (Educ ’88, ’92)
Charlottesville

I was saddened—but not surprised—to
read three letters in the Spring issue
questioning the University’s Racial Equity
Plan. While I object to all three, one quote
in particular deserves opprobrium.
In the third of these letters, the writer
wonders whether renaming buildings and
moving statues is worth the effort: “Does
anyone give a damn about this particular
bit of history? Does canceling this bit
of obscure history move the University
forward?”
Yes, and yes. I am Caucasian, and I
assume by the writer’s 1961 graduation
year that he is too. Because most white
Americans have never experienced it, it
is difficult for many of us to imagine what
it is like to live in a place that honors individuals who perpetrated heinous crimes
against our ancestors. To white alumni,
this history may be obscure; to others
these artifacts are daily reminders that
the people who built UVA considered their
ancestors to be less than human. These
changes demonstrate to our non-white
students, alumni, staff and aculty that
today the University rightly sees them as
human beings.
I wholeheartedly support the Equity
Plan, and I hope that funding will soon be
provided to enact it.
Michael Winters (Com ’11)
San Leandro, California

WELCOME, CLASS OF 2024
[WINTER 2020]

It was encouraging to read the
University’s plan to embrace racial equity
in the latest magazine. I appreciate and
look forward to the continued work of the
Task Force.
And yet, I turn to the Student Life
page for data on the incoming class and
see students who are not U.S. citizens
classified as “nonresident alien.” Alien is
an antiquated and, frankly, demeaning
term for human beings. I understand this
is an IRS classification but encourage
the magazine’s editors to reevaluate this
language when publishing the data, and
use something more appropriate for our
beloved students.
Jasmine Hall Ratliff Col ’99)
St. Louis, Missouri
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UDigest
WINNING
POOL
Women’s swimming
and diving joins ranks of
NCAA title winners; men’s
basketball ends reign
BY ED MILLER

NCAA PHOTOS

O

n the bus ride back to
Grounds, the members of
UVA’s women’s swimming
and diving team broke into
“The Good Old Song.”
“No one could sleep, because we were
so excited,” Paige Madden (Educ ’21)
told Virginiasports.com.
Led by Madden, who won three individual titles and was named the meet’s
Most Valuable Swimmer, the team won
the program’s first NCAA championship—and the 28th in school history—
with a dominant performance in March
in Greensboro, N.C.
The Cavaliers totaled 491 points to 354

for second-place N.C. State, and became
the fir t ACC team to win an NCAA swimming title. Kate Douglass (Col ’23) and
Alex Walsh (Col ’24) also won individual titles, and Virginia finished fir t in the
800-yard freestyle relay as well.
Seeded second heading into the 2020
championship, the Cavaliers were heartbroken when the meet was canceled
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
They returned stronger in 2021.
“They have been on a mission all year,”
coach Todd DeSorbo said.
On the same night the newest UVA
national champion was crowned, the
reign of another ended. The men’s basketball team fell to Ohio University in the
fir t round of the NCAA tournament, ending what was technically a two-year run
as champions. The tournament was not
played in 2020.
The Cavaliers, who won the ACC regular-season title, were fortunate to play

in the tournament at all. After a quarterfinal win over Syracuse in the ACC
tournament, a positive COVID test eliminated them from that competition and
required them to quarantine for a week
before heading to Indianapolis for the
NCAA tournament. Had the positive
test turned up a day later, contact-tracing protocols would have prevented the
Cavaliers from playing.
Virginia was unable to practice the
week before the tournament and was the
last of the 68 teams to arrive, just a day
before the game. Coach Tony Bennett
declined to blame the challenging circumstances for the loss and emphasized
that he was grateful UVA had a chance
to defend its title in a tournament in
which he has experienced the gamut
of emotions.
“I’ve faced such joy in this tournament
on so many occasions,” he said. “I’ve faced
the heartache, too.”
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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Jesuit priest, leads the naming committee with an expansive charge to evaluate what’s referred to collectively as the
University’s historic landscape. Joining
him are:

TWO COMMISSIONS TAKE ON
A COMPLICATED LANDSCAPE
UVA appoints a new group to reassess names and
memorials on Grounds and another to reaffirm
free expression principles

I

n a reform of how the University
of Virginia g oes about naming and renaming buildings and
memorials, the Ryan administration has restructured and replaced
the committee in charge of making
recommendations.
The group, which President James
E. Ryan (Law ’92) and Provost M.
Elizabeth Magill (Law ’95) announced
in February, will take up some of UVA’s
most charged issues. Among them: adding fuller historical context to the most
prominent Thomas Jefferson statue on
Grounds and confronting the legacies
of past eras, whose honored namesakes
included proponents of the Confederacy
and eugenics, the pseudoscience of
selective human breeding.
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UDigest_vm_221.indd 18

|

There are passionate views on those
topics across the spectrum of alumni
opinion. So it was that the reconstituted
naming committee was announced
together with the unveiling of a new
committee to draft a set of free-speech
principles, intended to safeguard ideological diversity at the University.
The naming committee changes
expand what had been largely an internal operation overseen by the Office of
Advancement, the University’s fundraising arm, and composed almost exclusively of UVA’s executive leadership. This
revamped committee has a broader base,
including alumni representatives, and a
more scholarly orientation.
English professor Michael F. Suarez,
director of UVA’s Rare Book School and a

• Board of Visitors member and
former rector Frank M. “Rusty”
Conner III (Col ’78, Law ’81), a
Washington, D.C., lawyer
• Former Alumni Association Board
of Managers Chair Meredith B.
Jenkins (Col ’93), the chief investment officer for Trinity Churc
Wall Street
• Ryan confidant and former U A
law dean John C. Jeffries r. (Law
’73), the senior vice president for
Advancement
• History department chair and
African American studies scholar
Claudrena N. Harold
• Civil rights and social justice history
professor Kevin K. Gaines
• Mazzen Shalaby (Col ’20), the
student representative on the Board
of Visitors, a Jefferson Scholar and
president of the Muslim Student
Association
• Jessica M. Harris (Col ’19, Educ
’20), a fellow in the president’s
office, an Echols Scholar and rec ient of a prestigious Alumni Association award
The fir t order of business has been
to recommend ways to add historic context to the statues on Grounds, notably
the Thomas Jeffersons. In April, the
Board of Visitors approved the Suarez
group’s prescription to develop a digital
archive of that kind of content, which
passersby would be able to access via
their smartphones.
Suarez considers the assignment
“an extraordinary educational opportunity.” He envisions an effort that will
“contribute to an understanding of the
University’s place in the ongoing history
of our democracy; it would not merely
relate the triumphs of the University,
but should aspire to advance a more
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ROBUST DEBATE

Such contemplated actions, as well as
the others the Board greenlighted in
September, drew a backlash from some
alumni. Reactions intensified when,
around the same time but in an unrelated demonstration, at least eight Lawn
residents put social justice protest signs
on their doors headlined with “F***
UVA.” After the University determined
it was legally constrained from removing
the signs, a group of critics called on the
University to reaffir the importance of
diversity of thought on Grounds across
the ideological spectrum. They wanted
UVA to join the nearly 80 colleges and
universities that have signed on to the
University of Chicago’s Statement on
Principles of Free Expression.
Ryan saw the merits of the recommendation but decided UVA should
draf t its own statement. “I’ve never
been a fan of the idea of UVA adopting
someone else’s principles, especially
given UVA’s connection to the First
Amendment through Madison and
Jefferson ” he told Virginia Magazine.
He and Provost Magill appointed
L a w S c h o o l v i c e d e a n a n d F i r st

Amendment expert Leslie Kendrick
(Law ’06) to head a new Committee on
Free Expression and Free Inquiry. They
also appointed:
• Joel B. Gardner (Col ’70, Law
’74), a lawyer turned investment
professional and one of the most
outspoken advocates for adopting
the Chicago principles
• Dean of Students Allen W. Groves
(Law ’90), a former litigator and
First Amendment expert
• Kevin G. McDonald, a lawyer and
UVA’s vice president for diversity
and community initiatives
• English professor and former U.S.
poet laureate Rita F. Dove
• English professor and poetry
scholar Jahan Ramazani (Col ’82)
• Former George H.W. Bush speechwriter Mary Kate Cary (Col ’85), a
senior fellow at UVA’s Miller Center
• First Amendment law professor
Frederick Schauer
• Faculty Senate Chair-Elect Susan
E. Kirk (Med ’95), a physician and
associate dean at the Medical School
• Board of Visitors member John A.
Griffin (Com ’8 , founder of New
York-based Blue Ridge Capital and a
major UVA benefactor
• Saonee Sarker, senior associate
dean of the Commerce School and
an information systems expert
• Shalaby, the Board of Visitors student
representative, doing double duty
here and on the naming committee
Kendrick says the committee will
use Chicago principles as a reference
point but not a template. “The Chicago
statement is the most well-known of
many. A UVA statement will ref lect
the University’s history, its status as a
public entity and its commitments as
an academic institution,” she said via
email. While the work of the Naming
Committee will be ongoing, the Free
Expression group’s assignment, as
Kendrick describes it, is finite: Craft a
succinct statement. –Richard Gard

DAN ADDISON

balanced, critical, and reflecti e view,”
he said via email.
After contextualization comes deciding the fate of the Whispering Wall, a
marble memorial to Frank Hume, a
Confederate soldier whose life had no
direct ties to UVA. The committee will
recommend whether the University
should remove or rededicate the curved
structure on the plaza between Monroe
and Newcomb halls.
Then comes the more deliberative undertaking of developing a set
of principles and criteria for naming
and renaming decisions. The first test
case for those will likely be Alderman
Library, closed for renovation through
spring 2023. Part of namesake Edwin A.
Alderman’s drive to bring the University
into the modern era during his 1904 to
1931 presidency included positioning
UVA as a leader in the field of eu enics.

UVA invites
Class of 2025

At the end of an application
season with unprecedented
challenges, UVA extended
9,898 admission offers, hoping
that 3,788 would accept. More
than half of accepted applicants
are students from racial minorities or are foreign nationals.
“This is probably the most
resilient group of teenagers
you’re ever going to see,” said
Greg Roberts (Darden ’17),
UVA’s dean of admission, of
the incoming class. Because
of COVID-19, students didn’t
have to submit standardized
test scores, and applications
soared to 48,011, up 17 percent
from the previous year. UVA will
remain test-optional for two
more years. The offer rate was
21 percent, down from 23 percent in 2020. But children of
alumni had a higher rate; some
37 percent of legacy students
were admitted.
–Sarah Lindenfeld Hall
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obyn S. Hadley, who was
tapped in March to be UVA’s
new vice president and chief
student affairs officer, had
an impressive resume of academic and
business accomplishments when she
returned to her rural North Carolina
hometown to care for her mom in 2004.
A s a h i g h s c h o o l st u d e n t a n d
first-generation college student, she’d
turned down eff rts from Roots author
Alex Haley to attend Harvard University
and f rom a new coach named Mike
Krzyzewski to go to Duke University—
and instead chose the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where
she played basketball for two years. She
studied political science as a Rhodes
scholar at Oxf ord University. In the
workforce, she moved up the ranks of a
Virginia-based import/export business
and served as its president and chief
operating offic .
But back at home, friends and relatives relayed to her the challenges their
kids faced in the mostly low-income
school district. Those conversations
prompted a career change for Hadley
once she realized her passion for mentoring young people. She launched
local initiatives that provided students

with educational experiences, raised
awareness about career and college
options and helped make other changes
to ensure the same opportunities are
extended to all kids. Her efforts earned
her an award from President Barack
Obama in 2012.
In 2014, she moved on to Washington
University in St. Louis where she continued to support students, particularly
underrepresented and low-income ones,
and served as associate vice chancellor
and dean for scholar programs. Her role
at UVA began June 1.
“The work we do in education,
whether it’s K-12 or higher education,
is we help younger people get to where
they always wanted to go or help them
get to a place they didn’t even know
about,” Hadley said. “That’s how I think
of my own life.”
At UVA, Hadley ’s wide-ranging
position includes oversight of the
dean of students, student health and
African American affairs offices and
the career center. She succeeds UVA
fixture Patricia M. Lampkin (Educ
’86) and reports to both UVA President
James E. Ryan (Law ’92) and Provost
M. Elizabeth “Liz” Magill (Law ’95).
“Her personal story was incredibly

COURTESY PHOTO

UVA RECRUITS STUDENT AFFAIRS
VEEP OF MANY TALENTS

compelling, resonating with many of
us who were first-generation college
students ourselves,” said Ryan. “It was
clear that she’s a big thinker who has also
proven that she can plan and execute on
behalf of students, and after meeting her,
we knew she’d be a great fit for U A.”
Magill said, “I hope our students can
see themselves in her development.”
UVA offers a few familiar faces for
Hadley. A text f rom UNC classmate
Melody Barnes, a Miller Center professor, first alerted her to the job. And
through her involvement at Carolina,
she knows UVA’s new vice provost for
enrollment, Stephen Farmer (Grad
’86), formerly of UNC.
And even though she’s donned
Carolina blue—and the unif orm at
Oxf ord where her basketball teammates included former national security
adviser Susan Rice—she has no problem
adding Virginia gear to her wardrobe.
“I’m stocking up on my orange and blue,”
she said. –Sarah Lindenfeld Hall

Oh yes, John Paul Jones (Law ’48) was a basketball fan.
The namesake of UVA’s basketball arena, who died Nov. 20, 2020, at 100, loved his
Wahoos and his hometown NBA team, the Memphis Grizzlies. His passion for both only grew
in his later years, his son, Paul Tudor Jones (Col ’76), said in a 2016 interview.
“It literally is what keeps him going,” he said then.
A former attorney and newspaper publisher, Jones, who went by “Jack,” lived long enough
to see Virginia win the 2019 national championship. The “JPJ,” funded by a lead gift of $35
million from Paul Tudor Jones given in his father’s name, has become one of college basketball’s most celebrated venues, an appropriate legacy for a lifelong hoops fan. —Ed Miller
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BOV freezes base
undergrad tuition, with
some other increases

Classes of 2021, 2020
set to walk the Lawn

A

fter a yearlong wait, UVA’s Class of 2020 were to walk the Lawn and
proceed to Scott Stadium for an in-person graduation ceremony
on May 16.
The following weekend, the Class of 2021 were also to participate in modified Final Exercises, with groupings by school, spread over three
days, starting May 21.
Graduates from both classes will be allowed two guests each for the Scott
Stadium ceremony. The ceremonies will be livestreamed, as will the processions from the Rotunda, down the Lawn to the stadium, according to an
announcement from UVA President James E. Ryan (Law ’92).
The protocols are in keeping with the latest guidance on graduations
from Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam, which permits up to 5,000 participants
for outdoor sites or 30 percent of a facility’s capacity, whichever is lower, to
prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Guests will be required to wear masks on Grounds and during the ceremonies and should stay home if they are feeling sick or are exhibiting symptoms. No food or beverage, except water, will be permitted.
Depending on interest from the Class of 2020, a second ceremony
might be held, to adhere to capacity guidelines. The ceremony will be held
rain or shine and might be delayed until later in the day in the event of
severe weather.
Final Exercises for the Class of 2021 will also be held rain or shine and
might be delayed until the afternoon of May 23 or morning of May 24 in the
event of severe weather. —Ed Miller

Citing the financial stress caused by the COVID19 pandemic, as well as an altered learning environment and an “abnormal” student experience,
the University of Virginia will hold base undergraduate tuition at its current rate for the 202122 school year.
The freeze was proposed by the administration after meeting with student groups, getting
input from parents and students, and consulting
with the Board of Visitors, and was approved by
the Board at a special meeting April 13. For fulltime first-year in-state students in the College,
the rate stays at $14,188.
“This is the right thing to do at this moment,
and we are thankful for all of the thoughtful input
we have received, which helped us arrive at this
point,” said President James E. Ryan (Law ’92).
Room rates will rise 2.3 percent and board
will increase by 2.7 percent. Tuition rates
for graduate and professional programs will
increase based on market demand, cost of
instruction, and each school’s strategic priorities. The base undergraduate tuition freeze does
not apply to previously approved upper-division
tuition differentials.
The Board approved a $114 increase in the
mandatory non-education and general fee for
students. Of the increase, $75 will address
increases in Student Health volume, and $39
will address operational needs in athletics, recreational facilities and Newcomb Hall.
The pandemic has led to $100 million in extra
expenses and lost revenues for UVA, according
to University sources. While federal and state aid
has offset some of the loss, the University has
also implemented hiring and salary freezes, and
reduced budgets and discretionary spending.
“The University continues to offer one of the
best values in higher education, and this tuition
proposal reflects our commitment to access and
affordability,” UVA Rector James B. Murray Jr.
(Col ’68) said. “Tuition has been, and continues to be, the last lever used to meet spending
needs, and we are especially sensitive this year
to the hardships that COVID has created.”

—Ed Miller
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FROM THE PUBLISHER

Celebrating the Hoo-Rah-Ray Moments
of Past, Present and Future

O

ur work at the Alumni Association is filled with what we affectionately call “hoo-rah-ray moments.”
Whether it’s helping a young graduate land a fi st job, reconnecting friends who haven’t been in
touch for years, or hosting a discussion with hundreds of alumni, celebrating our community is at
the heart of all we do.
As I’m writing this, we are getting ready to welcome the Class of 2020 back to Grounds to fi ally walk the
Lawn. Alumni have stepped up to offer critical support through the Hoos Coming Back Fund, which is providing
resources for the Class of 2020 to travel to Grounds. We are also thrilled to offi ally welcome the Class of 2021
to the alumni family. Both classes have demonstrated remarkable perseverance over this last year. We know that
perseverance, as well as the commitment they showed to one another and the University, will carry them far in life.
This June, we’ll be experiencing plenty of hoo-rah-ray moments with the classes ending in -0, -1, -5 and -6
during Reunions Remixed, happening June 9-12. Preparations to welcome back 40 percent of our alumni classes
virtually are in full swing, and we have had fun taking a walk down memory lane and looking back at some of the
celebratory moments of UVA past. For example, the many, many artists that have graced Charlottesville with their
presence, including Bruce Springsteen and the E Street Band’s performance at Mem Gym in 1974. Or the time
when UVA football beat No. 2 Florida State on national television in 1995 in a major upset. Or the time in February
2011 when Katie Couric (Col ’79) helped to dedicate the new Emily Couric Clinical Cancer Center, a wonderful
resource for UVA Health and its patients.
We are looking forward to the hoo-rah-ray moments of the future, including the day when we can all gather
together again.
Let us know what your hoo-rah-ray moments are by sharing them with us on social media using #UVAalumni.
Wahoowa!

Lily West (Darden ’12)
President & CEO

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF MANAGERS
CHAIR
Patricia K. Epps ’74, ’79, ’83
Richmond, Virginia
VICE CHAIR
Thomas B. Mangas ’90
Denver, Colorado
MEMBERS
James G. Aldigé, IV ’03
Charlottesville, Virginia
Cory L. Alexander ’95
Crozier, Virginia
E. Ross Baird ’07
Arlington, Virginia

Gregory W. Brown ’89
Charlottesville, Virginia
Teresa R. DiMarco ’77, ’81
Richmond, Virginia
Jennifer S. Draper ’91
Kansas City, Kansas
Brett J. Gallagher ’83, ’87
Anna Maria, Florida
Stephen P. Gibson ’87
McLean, Virginia
Tatia D. Granger ’89, ’93
Williamsburg, Virginia
Maria T. Gutierrez ’90
Weston, Florida
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Thomas B.W. Hall ’02, ’06
Richmond, Virginia
Kurt B. Harrison ’87
Charlottesville, Virginia
R. Philip Herget, III ’85
Alexandria, Virginia
Zena K. Howard ’88
Cary, North Carolina
William L. Kitchel, III ’81
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania
A. Anne Lloyd ’05
Richmond, Virginia
Ashley Thompson Manning ’98
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Courtney C. Byrd Metz ’04
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Katherine A. Moore ’99
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Blake D. Morant ’75, ’78
Arlington, Virginia
Marc B. Moyers ’77
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Stephen A. Murray ’93
London, United Kingdom
M. Paul Nolde ’01
Richmond, Virginia
Vishal M. Patel ’00, ’04
Washington, D.C.

Martha S. Pellington ’84
Lutherville, Maryland
R. Kennon Poteat, III ’01
Washington, D.C.
Frank J. Quayle, III ’69
Charlottesville, Virginia
Louis A. Sarkes, Jr. ’80, ’85
Gibson Island, Maryland
Paul R. Shin, M.D. ’93, ’97, ’02
Washington, D.C.
Karen R. Stokes ’82, ’85
Charlottesville, Virginia
Bang H. Trinh ’94
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Fatimah E. Williams ’02
New Brunswick, New Jersey
Leslie H. Williams, Jr. ’00
Arlington, Virginia

EX-OFFICIO
M. Elizabeth Magill ’95
University Provost
Crystal L. Brown ’95
Laurel, Maryland
Whittington W. Clement ’70, ’74
Richmond, Virginia
Stephen S. Crawford ’86
Bronxville, New York

YOUNG ALUMNI
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Tamira Roberson ’09
President
Patrick Foss ’15
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Congratsof Class
CLASS
2021
of 21 ad
You’ve worn the honors of Honor!
TK
We are so proud to welcome you to the our alumni family.
No matter where you land next, you’ll always have a home with us.
Because once you’re a Hoo, you are always a Hoo.

WAHOOWA!

Your UVA Alumni Association
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Discovery

GETTING
TO GREEN

H

ow do we f eed the energy
d e ma n d s o f th e f u tu re ?
UVA chemistry department
researchers Sen Zhang and
T. Brent Gunnoe and their teams
have taken us closer to reaping the
potential of our best renewable
energy resource: the sun. As Gunnoe
explains, one significant challenge to
implementing solar power on a large
scale is finding a way to store the captured energy. Using sunlight to make
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hydrogen fuel by splitting water into
its component parts—hydrogen and
oxygen—is one of the most promising
possibilities. But the current technology for making hydrogen fuel “is just
terribly inadequate,” Gunnoe says.
Among other problems, the common
catalyst for the process involves rare
precious metals.
Zhang’s lab, however, collaborating
with Gunnoe’s group, has innovated
a new approach, using cobalt and

titanium, which are relatively abundant. The precision involved makes
the advance particularly significant;
the researchers are able to control
and understand the catalytic reaction
at an atomic level. And, Gunnoe says,
while no single discovery will enable
scaled use of solar energy, this work is
an important step forward in understanding how to design materials to
convert sunlight into hydrogen or
other benign, renewable “green” fuels.

YU KE LI

Research helps clarify the
path to renewable energy
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Extreme weather requires
new model for grid planning

S

to determine whether considering
evere weather events, such
extreme weather risks would change
as hurricanes and ice storms,
the planning model’s decisions on
can cause signif icant damthe most cost-efficient strategy. For
age to power grids, which typically
Puerto Rico, the model found, movinvolve a centralized power-generating away from a traditional grid to one
ing station linked to large numbers of
using more renewable wind and solar
neighborhoods. Although these sysenergy sources distributed across the
tems offer efficiencie of scale, some
landscape proved more economical.
scientists are questioning whether
While the researchers focused on
long-term grid planning should take
Puerto Rico, Bennett says, their work
into account the likelihood of more
demonstrates the value of considerextreme weather.
ing extreme weather events for grid
An interdisciplinary team includplanning. Because of climate change,
ing UVA engineering systems and
“The past is no longer
environment Ph.D. cana good analog f or the
didate Je f f B e n n ett Scientists studying
extreme storms’ damfuture, and it is very dif(Engr ’20) studied damage to the power grid in age to the power grid in ficult to know what will
Puerto Rico, which has Puerto Rico found that happen,” says Bennett.
“So looking at these
experienced 13 named the constant repair of
different scenarios will
h u r r i c a n e s o v e r 2 5 traditional grids is not
give you better insight.”
years. The team wanted cost-effici t.

Seagrass making
a comeback
A 20-year-plus effort to restore seagrasses to seaside bays on Virginia’s
Eastern Shore is achieving success. The
collaborative project between UVA environmental scientists and other research
and conservation partners reintroduced
eelgrasses where disease and hurri-

ANGE L VA LE NTIN/GETTY IMAGES

Professor Karen McGlathery shows
a sea scallop at a research site on
Virginia’s Eastern Shore. The bivalves
are returning with the seagrasses.
cane damage had killed them off, resulting in the restoration of 9,000 acres of
previously barren bay bottoms. A team
led by environmental sciences professor Karen McGlathery, lead investigator
of the Virginia Coast Reserve Long-Term
Ecological Research Project, has seen better water quality and an increase of marine
life, including fish and shellfish that
depend on these undersea meadows.
—Stories by Caroline Kettlewell
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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Discovery

The nal frontier gets a little closer

R

XINLUN CHENG

Astrophysical Journal. What caused the warp in the first
ecent research is giving us a better sense of our galaxy
place is uncertain; one theory is that it might have been
and the rest of the universe. Here at UVA, scientists
caused by the gravitational pull from a smaller galaxy
are getting a more accurate picture of a warp in the
passing nearby billions of years ago. Interestingly, howouter part of the Milky Way. You might visualize it, says
ever, Cheng notes that their findings also indicate that the
astronomy graduate student Xinlun Cheng (Grad ’26),
warp is rotating at a different speed from the galaxy itself.
like a stadium wave, moving around the edge of the galaxy
Previous researchers have suggested the possibility, but,
just like you’d see move through the crowd of fans at a footsays Cheng, “for the fir t time we managed to reveal this
ball game. But in this case, the crowd is stars, and the stars
with very high accuracy.”
are rotating around the center of the galaxy.
Taking a much bigger-picture look, UVA
Researchers have known about the wave UVA grad student
Xinlun Cheng has
visiting prof essor of astronomy Anatoly
for a while, but thanks to new data from some
Klypin was part of an international research
advanced observation instruments, “We were mapped the warped
effort to calculate the total amount of matter
able to map out where the stars are and how outer edges of the
Milky Way, shown
in the universe.
they are moving with incredible precision,”
But Klypin explains that while their work
says Cheng, who served as lead author on the here, with great
precision.
concluded that matter makes up 31.5 percent
report published on the team’s findings in The
of all the matter and energy in the universe,
the importance of these calculations is less about the numbers themselves than about what they might help tell us
about the nature of the universe.
Most of the mass of the universe—the other 68.5 percent
that isn’t matter—is a still-undefined component scientists
refer to as “dark energy,” which neither emits nor absorbs
light, explains Klypin, and even much of the matter itself
isn’t the stars and gases and familiar stuff we are made of
but rather an unknown component called “dark matter.”
But the more accurately we can measure what we do
know, the more we can constrain what we don’t—the
nature of dark matter, dark energy, and the universe itself.
“We get our experience, our common sense, from normal
life,” says Klypin, “and normal life is definitely differen
from what the whole universe is doing.”

ISTO CK

Air pollution: Progress positive but uneven
Fine particulate matter, a form of air pollution that has been linked to significant
human health problems, has decreased in the U.S. over the past 40 years, UVA
economists Jonathan Colmer and Jay Shimshack found in a recent study of air
pollution data. Yet despite overall progress, areas that were the most and least
polluted in 1981 remain so today, and improvements have unevenly benefited
whiter, wealthier communities, while disadvantaged communities remain
exposed to greater amounts of pollution.
—Stories by Caroline Kettlewell
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Student Life
MOVING
FORWARD

UVA’s Class of 2022 leaders aim to make
big changes and take advantage of
lessons learned.

Andrew Chambers (Col ’22)

When the University shut down in Spring
2020 because of COVID -19, so did the
Honor Committee. Hearings were delayed
until the fall as committee leaders, including Chambers, developed a model f or
virtual hearings that ensured confidentiality and, amid Zoom fatigue, engagement
among participants. “We were at our wits’
end to make things happen on baseline,”
says Chambers, noting that bigger picture initiatives got put on the back burner.
This year, Chambers, a history major from
Columbus, Georgia, is hopeful he can focus
on outreach events and initiatives that
ensure the Honor System is addressing the
needs of the current student population.
“I’m eager to see change that makes the system better,” he says.
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The pandemic brought big challenges to the
Judiciary Committee. Its operations went
virtual when cases were rising as students
faced COVID-related charges (See related
story, Page 50). As a vice chair who ensured
students completed their sanctions, Kim, a
global studies and medieval studies major
from Sudbury, Massachusetts, was on the
front lines. During her term as chair, Kim
hopes to build the committee’s visibility
and relevancy, update internal processes,
and provide mental health resources for
committee members. “I’m really excited
to enter this position, fix as many things as
I can and inspire people to love the UJC the
same way I do before I go,” she says.

STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Abel Liu (Col ’22)

Voters made a historic choice when they
overwhelmingly picked Liu, an economics and sociology major from San Anselmo,
California. Liu is the fir t openly transgender student government president in the

COURTESY PHOTOS

HONOR COMMITTEE CHAIR
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JUDICIARY COMMITTEE CHAIR

Lauren Kim (Col ’22)

BY SARAH LINDENFELD HALL
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United States who was out when elected.
The outcome, he says, “is a clear indication that students rejected a transphobic narrative and instead chose an open
and inclusive way forward.” Liu sees the
role of Student Council as a negotiating agency for the student body, and he
plans to work with administrators on
initiatives that make a direct impact on
students’ lives, particularly providing
more mental health resources. “Our real
power lies in bargaining outside Student
Council,” he says.

CO-CHAIR OF RESIDENT STAFF PROGRAM

CO-CHAIR OF RESIDENT STAFF PROGRAM

Mj Smith (Col ’22)

Like everything else, UVA’s resident
staff shifted to virtual meetings and
prerecorded content during COVID.
And while Smith, a drama major from
Clarksville, Virginia, is eager to return to
in-person meetings, he also hopes to take
advantage of new opportunities through
Zoom and other platforms to continue
some of those virtual sessions. They provide an effective way to offer a broader
range of programs for staff, he says. But,
after a year of digital meetups, the biggest challenge, he says, will be helping
staff and residents feel connected again
and ensuring that “everyone feels that
their story is heard and validated.”

Jayla Hart (Col ’22)

As COVID-19 highlighted inequities and
left many in isolation, UVA’s resident
advisers looked for even small ways to
safely engage with students. “We really
had to stop and reflect on how we can
make housing a home, and being a home
requires us to understand where our
residents are coming from and meet residents where they are,” says Hart, a political psychology major from Las Vegas.
In the coming year, with revamped
staff training and plans to recruit more
diverse RAs, Hart hopes the focus can
shift to addressing those racism, multiculturalism and inclusion issues more
directly “in a way that’s not only genuine
but actually effecti e,” she says.

BOARD OF VISITORS STUDENT MEMBER

Sarita Mehta (Col ’22)

Mehta, who is in UVA’s politics honors
program, is eager to elevate the voices
of students and others before UVA’s
governing board. “Now, more than ever,

with the pandemic, students can feel
isolated or they can feel like they’re not
being listened to,” says Mehta of Austin.
“Being a student member, you have the
ability to give everybody that platform
and represent our student body.” At
the same time, even as some normalcy
returns, she says she hopes to look for
ways to capitalize on lessons learned
during the pandemic, “using this as a
way to grow and be better than we were.”

CAVALIER DAILY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Jenn Brice (Col ’22)

COVID-19 accelerated decisions among
the Cavalier Daily’s leaders to cut back
its print editions, moving from weekly
issues to an every-other-week print
schedule in the f all. “We’re shif ting
more toward a news magazine,” says
Brice, an English major from Indiana,
Pennsylvania, and prioritizing daily
online coverage and shareable content
on social media. “That’s where students
really are,” she says. Going forward, the
challenge will be to continue to findways
to engage with readers, amplify voices
that have historically been marginalized, highlight UVA’s change-makers,
create a newsroom culture that supports
a diverse staff and, she says, “just build
community through our reporting.”
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG

StudentLife_vm_221.indd 29

29

5/11/21 4:07 PM

UVA alumni tackle the complicated
issue of Nazi-looted art
BY SARAH LINDENFELD HALL
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ILLUSTRATIO N BY KEV IN MCFA DIN

FINDING
THE RIGHTFUL
OWNERS

n 1928, Magda Mandel, a Hungarian Jew, donned a
colorful striped sweater, rested her hand on her head
and smiled for a personal family portrait. It’s a happy
moment captured by a local painter that preceded tragedy. In 1944, Mandel’s family and other Jewish people who
lived in Ungvar, Hungary—now Uzhhorod, Ukraine—were
sent to Auschwitz. Mandel survived, but her parents died and
her family’s possessions, including the painting, were lost.
Today that painting is part of the collection of a Ukrainian
museum in her hometown, but Mandel’s name isn’t attached
to it. It’s simply called A Portrait of a Young Artist, and attorney Irina Tarsis (Com ’01) is working to get it back to
her family.
Tarsis is among the UVA alumni who dive deep into the
history of Nazi-looted art and the horrific circumstances that
often separated the pieces from their original owners. She
cultivated a passion for provenance, tracing objects from
one owner to the next, while working with UVA Professor
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Alumni
Terry Belanger in the rare book collection at
Tarsis
Alderman Library.
Others fell into the work. But they are all
compelled by personal stories like Mandel’s
and their interest in this complex avenue of the
law. And at a time when anti-Semitism is on the
rise, the cases keep its devastating consequences
in the spotlight and provide some restitution
for families.
“I think the phrase ‘never forget’ may be more
important than ever,” says William L. Charron (Law ’98),
who co-chairs the art law practice at Pryor Cashman in New
York and teaches art law at UVA’s law school. “And these
cases certainly help you remember.”

‘HARDER TO PROVE’

In addition to the horrific state-led murder and mistreatment of millions of Jews, the Third Reich conducted the
organized plundering of their belongings, including artwork.
The cases became more pronounced in the legal field in the
1990s, after the fall of the Berlin Wall triggered the opening
of troves of Nazi documents, Charron says. But despite the
Nazis’ often meticulous record-keeping, the cases can be
hard-fought and hardly clear-cut.
“Every year that passes is another year away from the
facts, and it just gets harder to prove,” says L. Eden Burgess
(Col ’96), a partner with Cultural
Heritage Partners, which works on
legal challenges related to cultural
heritage. The firm s founding partners include Greg Werkheiser
(Law ’00).
The passage of time, however,
Burgess
hasn’t stopped UVA alumni from
making inroads in this particularly
challenging part of the law.
Burgess was involved in a precedent-setting case that
determined that a forced sale by a Jewish owner during
WWII is the same as a theft. The 2008 holding from the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the 1st Circuit is considered a landmark
because often current owners have obtained the art through
seemingly lawful means.
Burgess helped represent the estate of Max Stern, an art
dealer who was forced by the Nazis to sell his collection in
the 1930s. In 2005, one of those pieces turned up among
the belongings of a German baroness whose stepfather had

purchased it in 1937. She had consigned the
painting to a Rhode Island auction house.
“The import of the … holding is that if you
can establish that it was forced, title doesn’t
transfer,” Burgess says. “And that’s a very
important concept.”
But not every sale then by Jewish owners
was under duress. Charron has successfully
represented good faith owners. In one case,
he tracked the movement of a drawing from a
Holocaust victim to his sister-in-law, who sold it after the war.
“The fact patterns that you get into, they could be movies,
they could be novels, they are gripping and tragic,” Charron
says. “But there are also these cases where you can disprove
theft, which, in a way, it’s not only rewarding for my client,
but it’s rewarding to be able to vindicate a work in that way.”

The fact patterns that you get
into, they could be movies,
they could be novels, they
are gripping and tragic.”
– William L. Charron (Law ’98)

RIGHTING WRONGS

These court cases, however, can be lengthy, costly and uncertain for both sides. “There are lots of moving pieces,” Tarsis
says. “There are so many facts that are unclear and muddied.”
But UVA alumni have been working to make a difference
here too. In 2018, Charron founded the Hague-based Court
of Arbitration for Art. It relies on experienced art law practitioners around the globe to consider art law disputes related
to authentication, copyright, ownership and other issues
through mediation and arbitration.
And in the early 2000s, Owen C. Pell (Law ’83), who
devoted part of his practice to Holocaust-looted art, devised a
title-clearing and dispute resolution body to hear claims about
Nazi-stolen art. The European Parliament voted overwhelmingly to study his proposal, which hasn’t moved forward.
It remains an important issue to tackle, he says. In addition to righting wrongs from the Holocaust, it could prevent
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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COURTESY IR IN A TARS IS

owners were sent to death camps.
And at some point, the piece
was back in the artist’s hands. In
1948, he lent it and other works
to the local Ukrainian museum
and later sold it to the institution.
Mandel, who eventually moved
to the United States, died in 1975.
One of her relatives saw the paintA Portrait of a Young Artist shows Magda
ing hanging in the museum several
Mandel in 1928.
years ago.
Tarsis, who is from Ukraine,
would
love
to
see
an
exhibition
featuring this family heirMANDEL’S STORY
loom,
a
diary
that
Mandel
wrote
of her experiences, and
But away from the landmark cases or international tribunals,
other information about Hungarian Jews during WWII—to
the work for UVA alumni in the field often boils down to the
highlight her story and the stories of others who lost so much
quiet task of delving into the individual stories of people like
at the hands of the Nazis and often remain anonymous.
Magda Mandel and the art.
“It’s a painting described as Ukrainian national property,”
The painting ’s movements af ter the Mandels were
she says. “But the person who is depicted is not part of the
deported aren’t entirely clear, but Tarsis, who also is founder
narrative, not Ukrainian, erased from the story. That’s one of
of the Center for Art Law, has clues. The painting has abrathe reasons I’m involved in art law. … It’s important to rememsion marks, which isn’t surprising, says Tarsis, as the homes
ber that objects have history beyond their auction results.”
of Jewish families were unceremoniously emptied after the
the kind of massive wealth transfer
that occurred during World War II
in future genocides.
“We would love it if people
inclined to commit genocide in the
future understood that nothing
they looted would be marketable,”
says Pell, who is now president of
the nonprofi Auschwitz Institute
for the Prevention of Genocide and
Mass Atrocities.

Gamma Knife: Pain-Free, Scalpel-Free
and Lower Risk Than Open Surgery
Let our world-renowned radiosurgery team use innovative
technology to offer a treatment plan customized for you.
Call 434.243.3675 or visit uvagammaknife.com
facebook.com/uvagammaknife

21-343700, 09/20
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FOR RIDLEY RESTAURATEUR,
A PERSONAL PROMISE
BY ED MILLER

W

arren Thompson (Darden ’83)
heard the story often growing up.
His father, Fred D. Thompson,
wanted to attend UVA. But af ter
returning home from serving in the Korean War, he
was denied admission because he was Black. To save
money to attend Saint Paul’s College, a private, historically Black college that was more expensive than UVA,
the elder Thompson took a job as a waiter at The Blue
Ridge Terrace Inn, a nearby restaurant that was popular among UVA students.
“He had to wait on them,” Thompson says. “He told
me that story so many times as a kid. I finally said: ‘Let’s
cut a deal: If you stop telling me the same story, I’ll do
something about it.’”
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Thompson, CEO and f ounder of Thompson
Hospitality, has f ulf illed that promise. As a f ormer member of the board of trustees of The Darden
Foundation and the UVA Board of Visitors, he has
advocated for diversity and inclusion and worked to
increase recognition of the role Black people have
played at the University.
His latest project is a continuation of that work.
Thompson and his business partner, Ron Jordan, this
spring opened The Ridley, a Charlottesville restaurant
that pays homage to Walter N. Ridley (Grad ’53), the
fir t Black graduate of UVA and for whom the Walter N.
Ridley Scholarship Fund is named. The fund, an initiative of the Alumni Association, has
awarded more than 300 scholarships to Black students of the highest academic caliber since 1987.
For Thompson, Ridley’s story
and inf luence are deeply personal. His parents, both educators,
studied under Ridley at Virginia
State University.
“The Ridley is a way for me to
publicly recognize his contributions
and his commitment to action and
equality,” Thompson says.
Five percent of the profits from
the restaurant will go to the Ridley
Scholarship Fund. Thompson and
Jordan hope their contribution will Warren
be $40,000 to $50,000 the fir t year. Thompson
The upscale-casual restaurant (Darden ’83)
featuring fresh seafood is located and Ron Jordan
in The Draftsman, a hotel at 1106 W.
Main St. It’s a fi e-minute walk from the Memorial to
Enslaved Laborers on Grounds. Thompson envisions
patrons visiting the memorial and then going to dinner
at The Ridley. The owners plan to include tributes to
UVA’s other early Black students as well.
“The Draftsman is named for Thomas Jefferson ”
Thompson says. “Now to bring together Thomas
Jefferson and Walter Ridley—for both to be honored
in the same building—I think is going to be a topic of
conversation and something special.”

CH ERIE THACKER , COURTESY JORDAN HOSPI TALITY GROUP

The dining room
at The Ridley
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Your Place. Our Purpose.

Lovingston Winery

Black Angus Farm

Nestled into 65 acres of rolling hills in central Nelson Co.,
this successful vineyard has a proven track record of producing
award-winning and highly rated wines. With 11 acres of vines,
a 4000 square foot production facility, and 3 renovated homes,
the property has limitless possibilities.

Total peace and privacy on 66 acres in southern Albemarle
County overlooking the James River. Located at the end of a quiet
country lane you will find elevated pasture and mature forest, as
well as perfect building sites with mountain and river views. An
existing 4 bedroom farmhouse has been updated and expanded.

$2,490,000 | Nelson County

$795,000 | Scottsville

Carter Montague | 434.962.3419 | cartermontague.com

Carter Montague | 434.962.3419 | cartermontague.com

Twin Springs Farm

105 Finders Way

230 acres of rolling pasture and mature forest. Currently a
working cattle farm with fenced and watered fields. The c.1839
home is in excellent condition with copper roof, cypress siding,
custom cabinetry, and original floors, mantels, and woodwork.
Additionally, there is a 2nd dwelling, greenhouse, pool, and
farm buildings. Within 30 minutes to Charlottesville.

Occupying an idyllic wooded hillside setting just outside
Charlottesville, this 4 BR home has benefited from a thorough
renovation within the last 12 months with a new roof, kitchen,
and generator, and extensive landscaping. Excellent west of
town location just outside the gates of Farmington Country
Club, and minutes from UVA and downtown Charlottesville.

Fluvanna County

Carter Montague | 434.962.3419 | Amy Harper | 540.314.3100

$1,145,000 | Charlottesville

Carter Montague | 434.962.3419 | cartermontague.com

MONTAGUEMILLER.COM | 800.793.5393 | CHARLOTTESVILLE | AMHERST | MADISON | CULPEPER | ORANGE
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T he C os t of a

TELEGRAM
Determined to cool student unrest in 1970,
the Alumni Association did a very uncool thing
d
By Ric h a r d G a r
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for booking. But that wasn’t Sinesky’s fight either.
The cops, and the University authorities who had
called them in, weren’t his target. He had been out
of town during those events, competing in a varsity
track meet.
In taking up a petition Sinesky was training his
eye and his ire on a different establishment villain:
the University of Virginia Alumni Association.
Sinesky’s beef was with the telegram.
Determined to cool rising student rebellion
against authority, the Alumni Association did a
very uncool thing. It sent a Western Union wire
to every undergraduate’s parents, urging them to
tell their children to behave responsibly. The message began to hit the roughly 5,800 homes on the
Saturday after Kent State, as fir t light dappled the
downtown courthouse where, courtesy of the State
Patrol and Mayfl wer van lines hours before, scores
of randomly arrested students had spent the night.
“The telegram just was someone dousing fuel
on the fire ” says Louis Levitt (Col ’70), active in
the antiwar effort on Grounds though not one →

ARTHU R J. MORRIS L AW LIBRARY, U VA

ight around the time all hell broke
loose at the University of Virginia
in May 1970, Al Sinesky (Col ’70)
set up a card table in front of the
Rotunda. He was collecting signatures for a petition.
A f ourth-year student who
had served on Student Council as
an antiwar progressive, Sinesky
had plenty to protest. Seven days earlier, Ohio
National Guard troops had fired on demonstrators
at Kent State University and killed four students.
The tragedy set off pandemonium on college campuses and the University Grounds. But Sinesky just
then wasn’t decrying the Guard, the Vietnam War
or even Richard Nixon, whose foray into Cambodia
triggered the Ohio protests.
Three days earlier, to quell local protests, helmeted Virginia State Patrol troopers had stormed
onto the Lawn and into the fraternity neighborhoods, throwing practically anyone they could collar into a Mayflower moving van headed downtown
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Board Chair D. French Slaughter Jr.,
a decorated veteran and conservative politician, signed the telegram
and likely composed it.

of those arrested. “The University was really at this boiling
point, and then comes this letter.”
Within days, a Cavalier Daily editorial denounced the
Alumni Association for alarming parents, insulting students and running up such expense, which the dues of student members would have helped fund. Student Council
censured the Association the same day, in “a meeting
marked by unusually rapid agreement,” the CD reported.

Sinesky drew rapid agreement from students putting
their mark on his petition. “I … got people to sign, saying
that we will not join the Alumni Association unless there
is an apology sent forth from the Alumni Association for
this telegram,” he says, though he doesn’t recall the number of signatures.
Calm returned to UVA relatively quickly, certainly by
fall of 1970, but resentment over the Alumni Association
telegram persisted for years. In at least one case, it still persists. Steven C. Lowe (Col ’72), a second-year at the time
of the events and fairly removed from them, still won’t have
anything to do with the Association. It was an insult “for
them to tattle, so to speak, or to call our parents, as if we
were naughty children,” he tells Virginia Magazine, which
is published by the UVA Alumni Association. “It was just
completely dismissive of us as young adults.”
He continues to boycott Mayfl wer Transit too.
One of the more curious aspects of the controversy: The
telegram didn’t really say much, not of substance anyway.
The white-hot reaction came from fairly tepid language. It
took six sentences to articulate what was, in essence, the
call to inaction: “WE URGE YOU TO CALL YOUR SON
OR DAUGHTER EXPRESSING CONFIDENCE IN THEM
TO ACT THOUGHTFULLY AND RESPONSIBLY IN THIS
CRITICAL TIME.”
But the verbosity compounded the agony. In the world
of telegrams, six sentences amounted to a novella, and making it to the end would have seemed like an eternity.
Especially if your heart was already pounding. Most
38 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E
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parents of the era would have come from the World War II
generation, conditioned to associate the arrival of a telegram with dread, like somebody dear just died a horrible
death. Western Union didn’t come calling to tell you your
son made dean’s list.
(Daughters were few, only 7 percent of undergraduates.
Full undergraduate coeducation would begin a few years
later.)
UVA’s Special Collections library includes one of the
original telegrams, discovered for this story inside a manila
folder of 1970s Student Council miscellany. The tissue-thin,
buff-colored Western Union form is a relic of an earlier
time, but not 1970. Telegrams were well on the wane by
then. More like 1940. So it was that the medium, the message and the motivation behind both captured all too well

ALBERT AND SHIRLEY SMALL SPECIAL COLLECTIONS LIBRARY, UVA; ARTHUR J. MORRIS LAW LIBRARY, UVA

orial
it
d
e
ly
i
a
D
r
e
li
a
av
Within days, a CAlumni Association,
denounced theil censured it and Sinesky
Student Counc o his petition.
drew a crowd t

SU M M E R 2 0 2 1

5/11/21 10:57 AM

the animating conflict of the era: generational divide. Amid
times awash in psychedelic color, alumni leaders borrowed
a trope from a black-and-white B-movie. Operator, get me
Western Union!

‘HARDCORE UVA GUYS’

The 15 members of the Alumni Association’s Board of
Managers in the spring of 1970 all held the University of
Virginia pedigree one would expect. Based on not necessarily complete records, almost all belonged to old-line fraternities, including four from St. Anthony Hall and two from
Delta Kappa Epsilon. Most were members of UVA’s storied
ring societies—six IMPs, two of whom died Sevens, and a
pair from the Z Society. Nine had been inducted into Eli
Banana or T.I.L.K.A., the socially elite student ribbon societies. Eight had played college sports.
With an average age of 47, they were in the prime of their
careers. They were lawyers, investment wizards, insurance
executives, industrialists and politicians, including a sitting
U.S. senator, William B. Spong Jr. (Law ’47), a one-term
centrist Democrat from Virginia. (See box.)
“These guys were hardcore UVA guys,” says Peter W.
Schmidt (Col ’70, Darden ’74), who came to work for the
Alumni Association fresh from serving as the president of
the Class of 1970.
Taking lead on the telegram was their elected president
(the equivalent of Board chair today) D. French Slaughter
Jr. (Col ’49, Law ’53), a Democrat in the Virginia House
of Delegates, associated with the rural-conservative Harry
F. Byrd political machine. He would go on to become rector
of UVA’s Board of Visitors, a Republican and a four-term
U.S. Congressman.
Eli W. Tullis (Col ’51), a renowned New Orleans cotton trader and, at 92, the last surviving member from
the spring 1970 Board, remembers Slaughter as a close
friend—“Frenchman,” he called him—and a remarkably
unglamorous, uncharismatic figure for a successful politician. “Frenchman was a very quiet, dry kind of person. But
if he told you something, you could bank on it,” Tullis says.
You could also bank on his steadfast defense of the
U.S. military. Slaughter began college at Virginia Military
Institute, entered World War II as an infantryman, fought
in the Battle of the Bulge, and returned to civilian life with a
Purple Heart, according to his obituaries. In between state
and national political office he served as an aide to the secretary of the Army.
Says Schmidt, “Mr. Slaughter, whom I respected enormously, and then got to know later on as he became the
rector, was a delightful man, and he was not someone who
would be compromised in any way.”

STARTING SMALL

In more candid moments, maybe over bourbons at the
Alumni Hall wet bar, the Board members might have considered telegraphing everyone’s parents an overstep of
UVA’s hallowed tradition of student self-governance. But
they saw the situation as grave, and it had taken more than
a year for them to get to that point. In the lead-up, from
Board minutes, you can see the group becoming increasingly anxious and, in turn, more activist. They spotted trouble early, as students abandoned coats and ties and, almost
as heretical, shaves and haircuts.
One of the more entertaining oral histories from the
period came from Jeffrey Kirsch (Col ’71). In 1978, a
fourth-year student working on an honors thesis sent
out copious questionnaires to the members of the Class
of 1970 and others about what came to be known as the
Strike, those days of protest in May 1970 when sizable numbers of students boycotted classes and the administration
eventually allowed the faculty to slacken the final exam
requirements.
Kirsch, a central player in the events, wasn’t the type
to stay within the lines of
a form. Instead of returning a survey, he mailed the
SPRING 1970
student, Rory K. Little
UVA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
(Col ’78), an audiocasBOARD OF MANAGERS
sette, f illed with color,
insight and probity. “I had
D. French Slaughter Jr. (Col ’49, Law ’53), president
a joint to get myself ready
William P. Dickson Jr. (Law ’38), vice president
for this,” Kirsch began,
William R. Barksdale III (Com ’50)
and then proceeded to
G. Lester Blankin Jr. (Com ’45)
de s c rib e the q ua intCharles G. Dougherty (Col, Law ’31)
ness of what he encounFrederick N. Harrison Jr. (Col ’43)
tered his fir t year, newly
John O. Henderson (Col ’30)
William G. Hupfeldt (Com ’51)
arrived to the South in the
W. Bolling Izard (Col ’49)
fall of 1967 from Teaneck,
Thomas E. Martin Jr. (Col ’49)
New Jersey.
Daniel W. Oehmig (Col ’47, Law ’48)
“Dress, music, everyWilliam Massie Smith (Col ’42, Law ’48)
thing was way behind
William B. Spong Jr. (Law ’47)
other campuses around
Eli W. Tullis (Col ’51)
the country,” he said.
E. Massie Valentine (Col ’56)
“Drugs were way behind.
Behavior in general was
way behind.” He marveled at the continued popularity of
dance-band soul music: “Other campuses were into Jimi
Hendrix and Janis Joplin, The Doors, but not Virginia. It
was like it had been for 10 years before.”
That had begun to change and quickly. In his 2018 memoir, From Rebel Yell to Revolution, Joel B. Gardner (Col
’70, Law ’74) observed that everyone wore coats and ties
his first year. By his fourth year, 1969-1970, most didn’t.
Students grew out their hair and their beards.
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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The Board smelled trouble, and it wasn’t just all the pot
smoke in the air. The managers formally registered their
disapproval. In April 1969 they unanimously resolved to
inform President Edgar F. Shannon Jr. of their concern
“about any future deterioration in gentlemanly behavior
and appearance among the members of the student body.”
They also wanted him to know “the Alumni Association
stands ready to assist.”
Shannon’s prompt reply offered a preview of the deft
balancing act he would perform at the height of the student unrest. He shared their concern but “the matter of
dress,” he wrote, “has been entirely a matter of student
opinion and attitude.” It was a polite reminder about student self-governance.
Board frustration only grew. “I can remember talking to
students … who I thought I knew very well,” Tullis says. “It
just was not getting anywhere at all.”
Slaughter got aggravated when UVA students heckled a
prominent guest speaker, Richard G. Kleindienst, Nixon’s
deputy attorney general. As Alumni president, he felt compelled to write to him. Board minutes record Kleindienst’s
prickly reply. “I must be candid in saying that I was rather
surprised that no one present that evening from the
University faculty or administration manifested disapproval of rather unbecoming conduct,” he wrote.
When a rising liberal tide swamped what had been
the fraternity system’s decadeslong dominance of student elections, the Alumni Association helped the opposition. To counter the rise of what came to be known as the
Virginia Progressive Party, Gardner and fellow traditionalists formed the Jefferson Party. The effort drew the interest
of the Alumni Association’s executive director, Gilbert J.
“Gilly” Sullivan (Com ’48), the gregarious former UVA
quarterback, known for helping student organizations
in need.
T. Quinn Spitzer Jr. (Col ’71), the Jefferson Party
president during spring 1970, remembers Sullivan taking a
group of them to dinner at the Boar’s Head Inn. “We didn’t
reach out to him. I think he reached out to us,” he says.
“We sort of represented more traditional views about the
University, which obviously lined up to what the Alumni
Association was thinking. … I think they wanted to vet us
more than anything else.”
They passed the test. Local alumni began funding the
cause, and the Board had enough skin in the game to enter
into the minutes Spitzer’s report on recent election successes. It came in the form of a thank-you note to prominent alumnus Robert P. Englander (Engr ’42), who
would join the Board a few years later. “I hope you and the
other gentlemen in the Charlottesville area realize how significant the part you played was,” Spitzer wrote. “The funds
… bolstered the confidence of all of us as we weren’t forced
40 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E
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to worry about where the next dollar was going.”
Here, at least and at last, the Alumni Association could
see itself making a modicum of difference. With a growing bias toward action came a new element: urgency.
The Association would let fly 5,800 telegrams at the end
of a week where each day, a situation that seemed like it
couldn’t get worse, did.

THE WEEK THAT WAS

After word spread that troops had gunned down unarmed
students in Ohio on Monday, May 4, 1970, UVA students
massed at the Rotunda that evening. In a dress rehearsal
of things to come, they marched on the president’s house at
Carr’s Hill and then occupied Maury Hall, the Navy ROTC
building behind the Amphitheater. By dawn Tuesday,
University authorities had obtained an injunction to clear
the Maury Hall demonstrators.
To members of the Board, the events of Wednesday,
May 6, would have looked like world’s end. Dissidents
had declared it Freedom Day and students began cutting
classes in large numbers. The president of Student Council
handed President Shannon a list of demands in front of
Alderman Library, which he graciously declined. Three
thousand rallied at the Rotunda, twice the number from
Monday and a figure that represented more than half the
undergraduate enrollment.
Then came nightfall and Chicago Seven Trial celebrities William Kunstler and Jerry Rubin to stir things up.
The timing, though coincidental, couldn’t have been more
incendiary. Kunstler, the fiery civil rights lawyer, and
Rubin, one of his seven clients at the trial and leader of the
Yippie movement, drew an estimated 9,000 students to
University Hall, the old basketball arena and a last-minute
venue upgrade. Kunstler exhorted the crowd to march on
Carr’s Hill. On cue, hundreds did, a growing chorus of them
shouting to burn down the president’s house.
Kirsch, an organizer of the U-Hall event, recalled grabbing a microphone at Carr’s Hill and convincing the mob
to divert to Maury Hall. “I was really happy because I got
them offthe president’s lawn. On the other hand, here I was
on the president’s lawn telling people to liberate the Navy
ROTC building, and I was just a little bit worried about
that,” Kirsch said, according to a transcript of his tape.
Before the authorities emptied Maury Hall of demonstrators for a second time that week, smoke billowed up
from a burning mattress in the basement. The week was
only half over, and alumni leaders had to have been appalled.
Says Tullis, “Being on the board, I got a damn detail of
it every day.”
Earlier in the week student organizers had begun calling
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Jerry Rubin (top) and William Kunstler (bottom) at University Hall,
where they fired up the crowd to march on Carr’s Hill. Below: page one
of the telegram third-year Kevin Mannix remembers discussing with
his parents after his overnight detainment at the courthouse

with allegorical irony, the ragtag youth rebellion filed past
stately Alumni Hall.
Friday, May 8, students would attempt an encore of the
previous night’s honk-in, except a battalion of state troopers and a Mayfl wer moving van would be waiting for them.

THE TELEGRAM

for a University-wide strike, never fully defined but encompassing a boycott of classes if not a fuller shutdown of the
University. By Thursday, a referendum on nine demands,
including a strike to protest the war and Kent State, was
scheduled for the following Monday.
And just in case anyone on the Alumni Association
Board was still on the fence, on Thursday evening students staged a honk-in on University Avenue in front of
the Rotunda. They held up signs asking motorists to sound
their horns if they opposed the war. It tied up traffic into
the night before local police broke up the demonstration.
They moved the students down Emmet Street where,

The text of the telegram was formal and deliberate, true to
Slaughter’s reputation. He practiced law in Culpeper, and
you can see the lawyerly caution in the argumentation. It
began by laying out the factual predicate, starting with the
most general.
STUDENTS EVERYWHERE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER THE
WAR IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.

It progressed to the more specific, introducing the element of conflict and e tablishing the basis for a remedy:
THERE ARE STUDENTS AND OUTSIDERS HERE USING
THESE SENTIMENTS TO DEMAND THE UNIVERSITY OF
VIRGINIA BE CLOSED DOWN. WE FEEL THIS IS NO SOLUTION
TO THE PROBLEM.
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Right: Fueling resentment,
the telegram hit homes hours
after the infamous Mayflower
roundup. Below: a Rotunda rally
from earlier that week
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equivalent of $89,070 today.
The next sentence brought University leadership into
the picture, tracking language that Slaughter had used in
correspondence to Shannon articulating Association priorities, but there’s no evidence suggesting the president’s
office had a part in the escapad
THE ADMINISTRATION IS DETERMINED TO DO ALL IT CAN
TO AVOID VIOLENCE, TO KEEP THE UNIVERSITY OPERATING

The telegram’s next building block sought to put the
onus on the students:
WHETHER THESE OBJECTIVES CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED RESTS
PRIMARILY WITH THE STUDENT BODY.

After the long windup, the telegram made its pitch for
parents to “call your son or daughter.” As punchlines go,
the line seemed punchless. “I reread twice or three times
the telegram you sent me,” says Gardner, who discounts the
episode’s significance and didn’t mention it in his memoir.
“I think it was extraordinarily measured.”
Tullis, nearly blind now, listened to the text read to him.
“Obviously if I was on the board, I agreed with the telegram,” he says. “I still think it was up to the parents and
the student body to calm down and to steer a better path
than they were steering.”
Another telltale of a lawyer’s involvement: the word
count. So much for telegraphese or even common shorthand—University of Virginia was spelled out in full, twice.
The full message weighed in at 105 words, including the full
name and title of the signatory at the end:
D. FRENCH SLAUGHTER JR. PRESIDENT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

It couldn’t have been cheap. The Cavalier Daily put the
price tag at $10,000, real money then and now, and likely a
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lowball figure. According to U.S. Department of Commerce
statistics, a standard 15-word telegram, traveling the 95
miles between New York and Philadelphia, cost $2.25 in
1970. This one had seven times the word count and, with
43 percent out-of-state undergraduate enrollment, traveled all over the country.
Maybe the Alumni Association benefited from offhours, Saturday delivery. Maybe it managed to lock in an
all-you-can-speak flat rate at the standard $2.25. Using
those generous assumptions, wiring the families of UVA’s
5,769 undergraduates would have come to $12,980.
As an extravagance, the cost was the equivalent of
Association leaders’ running out and buying two new 1970
model Cadillac Coupe DeVilles, equipped with the air conditioning option. More responsibly, the sum would have
covered tuition and fees for 12 out-of-state scholarship
recipients or 26 in-state for fall 1970. In today’s dollars,
using the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics calculator, the cost
equates to $89,070.
The Alumni Association Board took one finalstep before
sending the telegram. It tipped off the Richmond TimesDispatch. The Saturday morning edition carried a story
on it, reporting in the present tense that the Association
“is sending” telegrams to the parents of all undergraduates. Board minutes reflect that the Association also paid
for newspaper notices, but a check of the Times-Dispatch,
Charlottesville Daily Progress and Cavalier Daily around
the time of the telegram didn’t find them

ANDREW STICKNEY; A RTH UR J. MORRIS L AW LIBRARY, U VA

WHILE MAINTAINING ORDERLY AND FREE DISCUSSION.
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NOT ABOUT THE PARENTS

The mass communication got more of a rise out of students
than their parents. The news would have started to arrive
Saturday morning, not from bow-tied couriers on front
porches—those days were past—but via calls from Western
Union telephone operators. “A written copy would then
be mailed out to the recipient as a record,” Amy Fischer,
Western Union’s former corporate archivist, now with the
Denver library system, offered via email
Students’ outrage seemed to correlate to where they
stood on the strike, which garnered 68 percent support
when it came to a vote. Schmidt, the class president who
now works with UVA’s Jefferson Scholars program, was an
upstanding varsity football player and part of a squad that
helped the dean of students keep the peace. He says, “My
parents knew what I was about, so we were all good.”
Kevin L. Mannix (Col ’71, Law ’74), then Student
Council vice president, remembers the subject coming up
with his parents, but it didn’t lead the conversation. They had
more preoccupying matters to discuss. Mannix had gotten
tossed into the Mayfl wer van the night before, no matter
that he was a student marshal helping to disperse the crowd.
He had spent the night on the floor of the local courtroom.
“I was kind of tired, and maybe my reaction was a little low,”
he says, “but I had enough other things to be upset about.”
Sinesky’s petition was never about what his parents
might have thought. Both worked hard, his father in the
Pennsylvania coal mines. “I doubt if they even knew a telegram came,” he says.
He was truly independent—married by his fourth year,
on a full football scholarship, and otherwise supporting
himself. He had attended the Kunstler-Rubin rally, but
when the crowd started toward Carr’s Hill, he headed the
other way, to Copeley Hill and married-student housing.
“You know, nobody was overlooking my situation but
me and my wife,” he says. “So the idea that somebody
would send a telegram home to my parents questioning my
actions, I was incensed by that.”
Kirsch has mellowed from the choice words and anatomical reference he used to decry the Alumni Association and
its telegram in his oral history. “I remember how mad that I
was, and we were,” he says, interviewed for this story. “It just
seemed to be another sign that the school was against us.”
Student reaction came swif tly. The f ollowing day,
Sunday, May 10, student strike organizers distributed leaflets alerting students to what the Alumni Association had
done and telling them to call home preemptively: “This will
prevent vague speculations from becoming substantiated
‘truths.’”
Sinesky recalls collecting signatures that Monday. On
Tuesday the Cavalier Daily and Student Council issued
their condemnations.

POST-TELEGRAPHIC DISTRESS

At Alumni Hall a few weeks later, the Board unanimously
passed a pat on the back for its officers—Slaughter, the president, Sullivan, whose officia title was then secretary-treasurer, and the vice president, William P. Dickson Jr. (Law
’38), who would succeed Slaughter in a few weeks. It lauded
their “tremendous efforts … during the recent disturbances
at the University of Virginia” and “the wise judgment
demonstrated.” The resolution “commended and thanked”
them, and then retroactively approved all the actions they
took and an unspecified “disbursement of funds … to pay
for the … telegrams.”
By July, the Association struck a less celebratory tone.
Slaughter sent a four-page explanation of the venture
to members, U.S. mail this time, and acknowledged the
blowback. He wrote, “This telegram has received considerable criticism from many students and the Alumni
Association was censured by the Student Council for sending this telegram.”
For the summer issue of Alumni News, this magazine’s predecessor, the Association’s officers commissioned an outside writer to report on the spring upheaval,
then scrapped the idea in favor of reprinting a story from
The Virginian-Pilot newspaper in Norfolk. Like the rest
of that issue of the magazine, it made no mention of the
telegram incident.
After UVA, Sinesky served in Vietnam as an Air Force
cargo pilot, going on to a career as a commercial airline
pilot. He says it took 10 years before he was ready to join
the Alumni Association.
For Lowe, the Mayfl wer boycotter, it has been 51 years
and counting.
Kirsch, the nonconformist who filled an audiocassette
instead of Little’s questionnaire, immediately became a Life
Member of the Alumni Association. When a crisis of conscience compelled him to resign his college ROTC scholarship, UVA helped him find financial aid and jobs at the
hospital and the dining hall. He credits his time as a student organizer with preparing him for a rewarding career
in nonprofits and advocacy for underprivileged families.
“I joined because I felt an obligation to the University,”
he says.
The telegram didn’t figure into Little’s fourth-year thesis on the student strike, but he did hear about it, eight
years after the fact, from the 1970 alumni he had surveyed.
“I just remember that people were pissed off about it,” says
Little, now a constitutional law professor in California.
“Everybody was angry at that time, right? I mean, students
were angry. Faculty were angry. Administrators were angry.
The alumni were angry. It was an angry time.”
Richard Gard is the editor of Virginia Magazine.
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Teresa Price at
home with her
son Franklin

Excluded elsewhere,
UVA’s first Black students
found community
of their own
BY ED MILLER

H

eading away f rom
the Grounds, many
of UVA’s first Black
students walked a
familiar route, past restaurants where they
were not welcome to eat, stores where they
were not welcome to shop and a church
where they were not welcome to worship,
until they arrived at a tidy brick duplex off
West Main Street.
There, they could get a meal and a few
words of encouragement, or simply relax,
exhale, and escape the “eerie feeling of
being in a foreign country,” as one frequent
visitor, John Merchant (Law ’58), the fir t
Black graduate of UVA Law School, wrote
years later.
Teresa Price, 95, lives there still and
recalls the days when her house was a
home away from home for many of UVA’s
Black pioneers.
“They would pass your name on, just like
the Underground Railroad,” she says. →
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At Mae Jackson’s home
on Commerce and 4th
Street, the door was
always open.

A couple of blocks away, on the edge of Charlottesville’s
Vinegar Hill, a historically Black neighborhood just west
of downtown that was still vibrant in the late 1950s, Mae
Jackson’s door was also always open. On Rose Hill Drive, the
home of Charles and Virginia Yancey also offered refu e.
“We had a tight bond,” says Charles “Buddy” Yancey
(Engr ’64), the son of Charles and Virginia. “We all recognized
we were in it together.”
Town and gown, in this case, had much in common: devalued, minority status under the thumb of Jim Crow. Students
faced intense pressure to succeed, compounded by the forces
aligned against them. On the
Grounds, they faced a range
of of f enses, f rom casual
everyday snubs to overt
racism. In town or on The
Corner, their status as UVA
students earned them no special privileges.
“My recollection is that
we were pretty much kind of
ignored,” says Robert Bland
(Engr ’59), the first Black
student to earn an undergraduate degree at UVA.
“Folks didn’t go out of their
way to make life miserable
for us. Nor did they go out of
their way to befriend us.
“To be f air, there were
some f olks who were certainly welcoming to us
among the student body. Not
a lot but there were some.”
For support, students
headed of f the Grounds
and tapped into a network
that evolved organically through churches and fraternal
organizations in Charlottesville’s Black community. The
important role played by the community in sustaining early
students was highlighted in the 2017 book The Key to the
Door: Experiences of Early African American Students at the
University of Virginia, co-edited by Maurice Apprey, UVA’s
dean of African American affair .
In the book, Merchant wrote of the isolation he felt as
the only Black law student during his three years at UVA.

“

They would
pass your
name on,
just like the
Underground
Railroad.”

Merchant was raised in Connecticut and
completed his undergraduate degree
at Virginia Union, a historically Black
college in Richmond. Overwhelmingly
white UVA was indeed foreign soil.
“I was not acquainted with a single
human being in Charlottesville, on or off
campus. Advice was not available. A support system didn’t exist, and creating
one seemed out of the question. I was alone with my Blackness,
and the dark cloud surrounding me allowed no beacon of light
to poke through and point a way.
“It was the real beginning of a period of loneliness and fear,”
he wrote.
“Fortunately, in time, Charlottesville’s Black community
provided the respite needed to maintain a sense of mission,
direction and courage. It gave me time to be and feel normal
around my friends—wonderful people who went out of their

–Teresa Price
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way to ease the burdens. I could not have endured without
their help and friendship.”
William Womack (Med ’61) and Aubrey Jones
(Engr ’63) also wrote of the support they received—not
just from community members but from Black staffers at
UVA who would occasionally give them an extra helping
in the dining hall or unlock a classroom door so they could
study at night.
Small gestures made a big difference. Price, a retired
teacher and librarian, had a piano in her front room.
Merchant would accompany her on guitar. She had two
young sons for students to toss a ball with or read a book
to. Harold Marsh (Engr ’60, Law ’66) taught Price’s
younger son, Frank, to tie his shoes.
“I wasn’t famous for any meals,” she says, laughing.
“They teased me because I only served hot dogs. But they
got good meals at Miss Yancey’s.”
At the Jackson home, too. Mae Jackson, 97, lived with

her husband, Ellard, a dentist, in a home built by his father,
J.A., who was also a dentist. Like the Price home, it was
within easy walking distance of Grounds.
On Saturday nights, students came to watch Perry
Mason and eat a home-cooked meal.
“It was just a break for them to get off the campus and
enjoy TV and camaraderie,” says Jackson, who now lives in
Greenville, N.C. “I’d look forward to those Saturday nights
to entertain them, to see them lighten up. It was hard for
them. Very hard.”
Yancey knew fir thand how hard it could be, growing
up in segregated Charlottesville. Eager to get away, he
attended Lincoln University in Pennsylvania before transferring home to save money.
UVA “was not my fir t choice, but it was the most practical choice,” he says.
He had no illusions about what coming back home
meant.
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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“The operative word then was probably ‘no.’ No, you can’t
eat here, you can’t participate in sports, you can’t worship at
University Baptist Church.”
And no, you couldn’t get a haircut on The Corner, as Bland
learned when he walked into a barbershop there.
“I walked in and the guy politely told me they were there
to just serve students at the University,” he says. “When I told
him I was a student at the University, he had to find another
excuse.”
Bland grew up in Petersburg, Virginia, and had applied to
UVA “on a lark, really,” he says. He was not expecting to get
accepted. He planned to study engineering, an option unavailable at the state’s historically Black colleges at the time. The
Commonwealth paid for Black students to go out of state for
programs not offered at in-state HBCUs. Bland considered that
path but decided to attend UVA, where he was one of three
Black undergraduates to enroll in 1955.
“I was not a stranger to Charlottesville,” he says. “I had
spent quite a bit of time growing up visiting with my aunt, who
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lived there. I knew the town and some of the people there and
some of the people certainly knew me.
“We started going to some of the Black churches in
Charlottesville. We got to meet a number of people there whom
we had not known before. When they found out we were going
to University they opened their homes to us and often would
offer us a Sunday meal or a place to go and relax on Sunday
after church.”
A hot meal could be tough to come by on Sunday, when
many restaurants were closed. Social outlets were few and far
between as well. Bren Wanna, a jazz club on Route 29 South
owned by Price’s brother, Edward Jackson, was one of the few
available to Black students.
“I’m sure I was there on more than one occasion,” Bland
says.
Apprey, a professor of psychiatric medicine who has been at
UVA since 1980 and has served as dean of the Offic of African
American Affairs since 2006, got to know many of the school’s
first Black students when they would return for lectures or
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A plaque at the former Jefferson School shows the history
of Vinegar Hill, a historically Black neighborhood just west of
downtown Charlottesville that was still vibrant in the late 1950s.

reunions. He would take them out to
dinner—often at restaurants where
they would have been prohibited from
eating while students.
“They would tell me stories about
their experiences,” he says. “It’s in that
context I heard about Teresa Price.”
Apprey met Price when he gave an
early graduate a ride to her home one
evening. He listened to their stories of
the early years and realized how intertwined their lives had become.
“That’s when the story became
f uller. When the time came to pay
homage to those early graduates it was
very easy to start with Teresa Price
and to ask how she thought they would
feel about talking about their early
experiences.
“Her immediate and human
response was as follows: ‘It would be
very hard for them. It would be too
painful for them.’
“Whenever I hear something like
that, I also know there is another side
to talking about pain. Which is that
they may welcome it also. That actually encouraged me to continue with the project.”
Those who volunteered to write their stories found it an
opportunity for “reconfiguration ” Apprey says.

Early Black students at UVA
found that some spots on The
Corner were unwelcoming.

The operative word then was
probably ‘no.’ No, you can’t eat
here, you can’t participate in
sports, you can’t worship at
University Baptist Church.”
			

ED ROSEBERRY

“

“They began to tell their own stories. They began to own
their own stories.”
For many, Price and others in the community were part of
their story.
Over the years, as the numbers of Black students grew, and
other support systems developed, fewer made their way to her
home.
Not more than two or three years ago, however, Price says
she got a call from the brother of a former student, who told
her his grandson was coming to UVA.
“He said, ‘I told him about you and to come down to your
house or get in touch. He’s got your number.’”
She laughs.
“I never heard from that boy.”
“It’s a whole different ballgame now,” she says. “But the
fir t years were pretty tense for them. And they were eternally
grateful, because they kept in touch for a long time.”
Ed Miller is associate editor of Virginia Magazine.

–Charles “Buddy” Yancey
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with administering UVA’s Standards of
Conduct, which was expanded to include
COVID protocols to protect public health.
The student-run committee was
already overburdened from the previous semester. It had adjudicated 23 cases
in the fall, more than double the number heard during all of the previous academic year, thanks to COVID. And with
the extended winter break, cases from
the previous semester had been held over
to spring, just as the new surge took off.
Gabriella Cox (Batten ’21), who was
UJC chair through April, says, “It’s been
particularly taxing for everyone.”
The spring COVID outbreak prompted
plenty of fin er-pointing, particularly at
fraternities and sororities. On Feb. 14,
rush culminated in bid day, the celebratory event when prospects accept membership offer . Not all the activities were
virtual. By early April, Greek organizations accounted for seven of the eight
adjudicated UJC cases that involved student groups. But University official have
stressed that the cause of February’s surge
can’t be blamed on one segment of the
University community. It’s more complicated than that. →

TIMOTH Y CO OK

all semester ended
early, spring semester started late, and
when University of
V i r g i n i a st u d e n t s
reunited af ter the
unusually long winter break, the COVID numbers made up
for lost time.
It took a f ew weeks. As students
returned to Grounds in January, the number of new cases per day, a key benchmark,
tracked where it had left off the previous
semester, averaging in the teens or less.
When classes began Feb. 1, UVA had a
baseline of eight new cases per day. Then,
after the fir t week, eight became 60. Eight
days later, the average multiplied to 230.
UVA’s weekly testing once classes
began might have contributed to the
higher count, but even then, and more
worrisome, the daily rate of positive
COVID tests was spiking too—surpassing
6 percent in mid-February. It was typically less than 1 percent in the fall.
Driving the numbers was human
behavior, and that brought the worsening situation under the jurisdiction of the
University Judiciary Committee, charged
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WHERE THE BUCK STOPS

UVA wasn’t the only university to see a mid-February surge.
Some required students to stay home or moved all classes
online. University of Michigan official said social gatherings
caused their spiking numbers.
At UVA, the numbers on Feb. 16 prompted administrators
to shut down activity on Grounds. In-person gatherings, which
were already limited, were banned. Libraries and gyms were
closed. No more than two people could eat together in the dining halls.
“We had to move, and we had to move quickly,” UVA
President James E. Ryan (Law ‘92) said during a virtual town
hall three days later. “It was Mardi Gras, and the next day was a
day off from classes, and we thought students would be getting
together that night. This was not a decision to be made lightly.”
Many, maybe most, students had been
doing all they could to be safe, but there was
evidence of prohibited social gatherings.
The Corner was busy on weekends. And
the Cavalier Daily ran photos from fraternity and sorority houses showing students
gathering without masks or much distance
between them.
Greek organizations became a target.
James E. Ryan
On Feb. 23, Student Council denounced
what it saw as UVA’s tolerance of the InterSANJAY SUCHAK
Fraternity Council’s and Inter-Sorority
Council’s weak enforcement of COVID protocols during the
Greek system’s recruitment season.
“I am disappointed that administrators allowed IFC and
ISC rush to happen in person in the fir t place,” says Abel Liu
(Col ’22), the current Student Council president. “When students choose to disregard the guidelines that UVA puts forward, they are not only endangering the UVA community, but
the Charlottesville community and, at the end of the day, we
are guests in their city. That’s what disappoints me most.”

BID DAY BADS

For their part, IFC and ISC leaders say they had laid out strict
recruitment guidelines. IFC President Andrew Huffman (Col
’22) insists IFC leadership had made it clear that no event
could have more than six people, masks were required except
when eating, and social distancing should be followed, he says
via email.
Fraternities had complied with restrictions in the fall,
prompting leaders to allow in-person events during spring
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rush. But a Feb. 26 IFC statement
announced the suspension of all
organized in-person gatherings
Allen Groves
because of “irresponsible” behavior at houses. “There have been
multiple incidents of blatant noncompliance and disrespect
for the less restrictive rules,” the statement said. The IFC
didn’t disclose specific .
The sorority recruitment was completely virtual, ISC
President Clare Scully (Com ’22), says via email. She notes
chapters were told they had to comply with University, state
and local guidelines on bid day.
“On bid day, parts of our community failed to comply
completely with University guidelines, exhibiting instances
of groups larger than six or pods not fully masked,” she says.
“Such missteps we must take accountability for.”
But she cautions against directly correlating those infractions to UVA’s COVID resurgence. Sorority bid day took place
just one day before UVA’s major spike on Feb. 15 and 16. “I
think it is unlikely that the ISC was a driving factor in the surge
as our recruitment for the prior two weeks was 100 percent
virtual,” she says, “but I cannot say for certain.”
During the town hall, Ryan acknowledged that administrators could have tried harder to discourage in-person rush
events. “It may seem obvious at this point that there would be
violations,” he said. “And we might seem somewhere between
clueless and naïve to have thought otherwise. I get that. But
this was another situation where we were trying, sincerely, to
find the right balance between freedom and trust on the one
hand and complete control on the other.”
And, he said, Greek life wasn’t only to blame.
DAN ADDISON

“Throughout COVID, we’ve been trained to think about
superspreader events,” says Allen Groves (Law ’90), associate vice president and dean of students. “But small gatherings
also can cause spread as people go back to friend groups.”

OTHER CLUSTERS IN THE SURGE

A map of COVID cases, presented during the town hall, showed
clusters around Rugby Road, the fraternity neighborhood,
but also amid the first-year dorms and off 14th Street near
The Corner. About 75 percent of UVA’s COVID cases were off
Grounds. “In our investigations, we have seen an increase in
student cases related to small and large social gatherings,” says
Jason Elliott (Col ’13), a communications specialist for the
Blue Ridge Health District, part of the Virginia Department of
Health, which conducted contact tracing, who spoke via email.
Students cooperated with contact tracers, he says. Between
February and early April, department workers were able to
speak with 91 percent of the students they attempted to interview. Contact tracing also showed students spread COVID
mostly to each other, not the community.
Dr. Mitch Rosner (Res ’00, Fellow ’02), chairman of
UVA’s Department of Medicine, says the surge had numerous causes. As students returned in January, COVID cases
were higher across the country. With the cold winter weather,
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A photo submitted to the Cavalier Daily shows
several individuals flouting distance and
gathering rules at Pi Kappa Phi on Feb. 12.

CAVAL IER DAILY

became overwhelmed with cases. They agreed
on what cases the dean’s offic would handle
with warnings and what would be sent to the
UJC, Groves says.
But not only did the number of cases rise;
so did the complexity. The student committee was hearing a high number of multiparty
cases where students at the same gathering
faced the same sanctions. Because students
had the right to defend themselves individually, the cases took time. One involved more
than
20
students
and took multiple days, says former UJC
students were staying inside where COVID can more easily
Chair Cox.
spread. They also were suffering from COVID fatigue. “When
And they raised tough questions. “In the past, socializing
anybody lets up their guard with COVID-19, it will spread and
has never been a crime,” says Lauren Kim (Col ’22), Cox’s
grow very quickly,” he says.
successor. COVID now has the UJC delving into students’ personal lives. “It’s so strange for us to look at it,” she says. “How
‘DEFINITELY LONELY’
do we fairly adjudicate this and figure out a structure for you
Meanwhile, the influx of COVID-positive students and others
to still have a social life but do so safely?”
under observation added to the work of UVA’s COVID manThrough mid-March, the UJC had adjudicated 44 total
agement machine. Students who had tested positive were
cases for the academic year with 24 others in the pipeline. The
sent to isolation in empty dorms. Those in quarantine, who
details remain confidential, but sanctions mostly involved stuhad been in contact with a COVID-positive student, went to
dents’ writing essays, taking part in an educational program or
Charlottesville hotels that had contracted with UVA to serve
completing community service. A handful were suspended or
students.
expelled “in abeyance”—the sanction triggered if the student
Starting in the spring, students who lived off Grounds could
commits another offense.
take advantage of the isolation and quarantine quarters, but
The runup in disciplinary cases
most stayed put.
isn’t unprecedented. In the 2017-2018
At the height of the surge,
academic year, UJC heard 68 cases.
care teams worked overtime to
Cox says, “Some years, you see more
ensure that students were setreports than others.”
tled in to isolation or quarantine
“It’s been a rough year,” current
housing or were taken care of in
UJC Chair Kim adds. “But I think this
off- Grounds housing, accordis an example of how student self-goving to Nicole Eramo (Col ’97,
ernance can absorb conflict ”
Educ ’03, ’10), assistant vice
—UJC chair Lauren Kim
Students across UVA also stepped
president in the Student Affair
up. After the mid-February surge and the new restrictions,
Office. Dining services prepared thousands of meals, 24,690
the daily numbers fell back to earth. By Feb. 28, UVA had just
from January to March, 10 percent more than during the entire
one new daily case. Through most of March and early April,
fall semester, for delivery to students in isolation and quaraneven as some restrictions lifted, daily cases were typically in
tine, according to Sarah Gordon with outside vendor Aramark.
the single digits.
First-year Jessica Moore (Col ’24) landed in quarantine
Now, as vaccines continue to roll out, there’s hope for a beton Feb. 10 after eating in the dining hall with another student
ter summer and fall. “I’m proud of the students, faculty and
who tested positive. Her only daily escape from her hotel room
staff. I think everyone has really acted like a community,” the
was a 2-mile run around the hotel’s parking lot. As soon as she
Department of Medicine’s Rosner says. “I think the proof is
was released, 10 days later and with a negative COVID test, she
in the fact that, very thankfully, we haven’t had a very serious
went home to hug her family and choose her own food. “It defiillness, no hospitalization of students with serious illness, no
nitely was lonely,” she says.
spread to the community. And in that respect, I think we’ve
done very well.”
SOCIAL SANCTIONS
Before the spring surge, Groves, the dean of students office and
Sarah Lindenfeld Hall is a writer based in Raleigh, North
UJC leaders met to hash out what might happen if the group
Carolina.
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President’s Letter

UNSUNG HEROES IN AN
UNPRECEDENTED YEAR

T

he past year has been a year like
no other. We have been forced
to adapt our lives to an unpredictable virus that has claimed
millions of lives and disrupted many more.
Although it is too soon to declare victory, as
I write this in April, we are now filled with
hope as more of us begin the vaccination
process and begin planning for more normal operations this fall.
As I look back over this year, I am also
filled with gratitude for the many members
of our community who have demonstrated
extraordinary grace and determination,
even as they faced daunting personal circumstances. To be sure, I am incredibly
grateful to those who developed and implemented an innovative prevalence testing
system, moved classes online, and organized vaccination centers that have served
Charlottesville and the UVA community,
just to name a few headline accomplishments. But in this letter, I would like to
highlight some unsung heroes whose acts
of generosity and dedication have been
beacons of hope and inspiration during
the past year.
When I asked my senior team for a few
examples of people who went above and
beyond to help others, I received literally
dozens of stories.
Take, for example, Christine Haines and
Betty Butler, employees of the University
Police Department, who used their own
time, money, and materials to make masks
for their fir t-responder colleagues during
the early days of the pandemic. Lela
Marshall (Engr ’91) and Preston Godfrey
of the Information Technology Services
team were responsible for reconfiguring 170 classrooms, taking care to ensure
54 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E

PresLetter_vm_221.indd 54

|

faculty members had updated technology
and that students were protected with plastic shields. Meanwhile, the UVA Dine team,
including chefs, drivers, and support staff
worked long hours to convert the catering
department into a feeding operation for
those in quarantine and isolation, delivering meals and snacks late into the evening.
Will Schnorr of Facilities Management’s
Health System Physical Plant group found
a novel engineering solution to make
COVID-19 patient rooms safer, devising
a plan to enable crucial negative pressure
treatment rooms, which benefited hundreds of patients and created a safe environment for the clinical staff in the Special
Pathogens Unit.
Medical students Jeffr y White (Med
’22) and Julia Preziosi (Med ’22) created
a trivia game show, raising funds for local
shelters, food pantries, and mask distribution effort . Hundreds more students volunteered through the VMED COVID-19
Initiative, which organized mask sewing,
card-writing to senior citizens in isolation,
and thank-you deliveries for medical staff
Third-year student Isabelle Anderson
(Col ’22), noting a lack of health care personnel available to serve patients, searched
for nursing assistant classes and obtained
her nursing assistant certification. She
immediately began working as a floater
in the UVA hospital, moving to whichever
unit most needed her. Meanwhile, many
third-year nursing students have been
trained to administer vaccines as part of
the “Community and Population Health”
course led by professors Bethany Coyne
(Nurs ’94, ’99), Sarah Craig (Nurs ’10,
Grad ’14), Tomeka Dowling and Emma
Mitchell (Nurs ’08, Grad ’11).

Other faculty members have embraced
creativity in teaching. Michelle Kisliuk
of the Department of Music created an
outdoor scavenger hunt for her students.
Manuel Lerdau took students outside for
his Agroecology course just as the spring
foliage bloomed. And Economics professor Lee Coppock figured out a way to safely
teach 800 students in Old Cabell Hall.
In meetings with UVA alumni, the most
common question I received was, “How
can I help?” Generous alumni and friends
contributed $2 million for the UVA Bridge
Scholarships, aimed at helping families
with temporary, need-based scholarship
aid for the 2021 academic year. And more
than 14,800 donors contributed $1.2 million to support students and employees.
Still others saw new opportunities to
help. Last spring, Merrill (Col ’98, Educ
’98) and Jaffray Woodriff ’s (Com ’91)
Quantitative Foundation made a $1 million
grant to support the expansion of COVID19 testing in the Charlottesville community and across Virginia. Paul Manning and
his family gave nearly $2 million to support
UVA’s COVID-19 research effort , and the
Charlottesville-based Ivy Foundation committed $2 million to accelerate biomedical
research focused on COVID-19 at UVA.
These are just a f ew examples that
reflect UVA’s character and values as a
place of caring, integrity, and leadership,
and they are contributions that will not
soon be forgotten. I am incredibly grateful
for the efforts of so many across our community, which inspire and encourage us to
continue looking out for one another, even
after the pandemic is long behind us. This
is the mark of a University at its very best.

JAMES E. RYAN (LAW ’92)
President of the University of Virginia
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Simply put, your vision is our vision.
With Peak Builders, Design/Build means Design/Build.
From start to finish, every detail—every inch of your home—is as you dream it.
Whether you have Pinterest boards for every room or an old folder full of
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New Contributing Members

The following alumni recently demonstrated their commitment to the
University of Virginia Alumni Association and its important programs
and activities by becoming contributing members of the Association.

Mehmet T. Tumay (Engr ’61)
William K. Klingaman (Grad ’74,
Grad ’78)
David G. Lauretti (Law ’76)
Sophonia Christian Robinson
(Col ’79)
Douglas B. Chambers (Col ’83,
Grad ’91, ’96)
Thomas C. Frame (Law ’83,
Darden ’83)
Patrick O. Gottschalk (Law ’83)
Carol P. Keese (Col ’88)
Jennifer Lewis Gess (Col ’89,
Grad ’91)
Marie N. Amerasinghe (Col ’90)
Catherine Gelke McSwain
(Com ’91)
Douglas K. Weigel (Col ’91)
John Braley (Arch ’92)
Cara A. Curtis (Col ’92)
Patricia M. Favreau (Law ’92)
David Paul Cadaret (Col ’93,
Educ ’04)
George J. Fenn (Darden ’93)
Timothy Smith (Engr ’93)
Peter Anthony Van Winkle
(Grad ’93)
Ryan N. Wilson (Col ’93)
Jennifer Thrift Frier (Com ’94)
Amy Moomaw Goodnight (Col ’94,
Educ ’98)
Andrew Joseph Battista (Grad ’95)

Angela L. Chezem (Engr ’96,
Med ’01)
Jennifer J. McCune (Grad ’96,
Grad ’00)
Jennifer Bond Walker (Col ’96)
Deeni Bassam (Med ’97)
Joel D. Canady (Col ’97)
Kris Walker (Com ’97)
James David Stewart III (Law ’00)
Daniel C. Geary (Col ’01)
LaTasha M. Gunter (Col ’03)
Virginia Pate Henderson (Col ’03)
Gina R. Hijjawi (Grad ’03, ’05)
Milissa K. Weathers (Col ’05,
Educ ’11)
Benjamin William Reeves (Law ’07)
Rutuja Pathare (Darden ’11)
Irene Rhodes (Col ’11)
Victoria P. McLaughlin (Col ’12)
Ross A. Savage (Col ‘12)
Jennifer N. Weatherly (Col ‘12)
Jinyan Liu (Col ’14)
Manav Kapoor (Col ’15)
Mitchell William Krasney (Com ’15)
Alexandra M. Lopez (Col ’15,
Com ’16)
Ahmet M. Yildirim (Col ’16, Educ ’18)
Anthony Thomas Calloway (Col ’17)
Christopher Thomas Reed (Col ’17)
Rachael L. Sproule (Col ’17)
Morgan Hadlock (Col ’18)
Jennifer G. Stanitski (Col ’18)

Jack M. Tomei (Col ’18, Engr ’25)
Margaret M. Butler (Col ’19)
Niklaus M. Dollhopf (Col ’19)
Kelly Keng (Col ’19)
Ankita Satpathy (Col ’19)
David Zhao (Engr ’19)
Sophia Groder (Col ’20, Com ’21)
Orlando Jimenez (Engr ’20)
John H. Kinney (Col ’20)
Lori E. Abbed (Engr ’21)
Caroline M. Case (Educ ’21)
Jonathan M. Cottrell (Col ’21)
Joseph C. DiPetto (Col ’21)
Emmanuel E. Edu Jr. (Engr ’21)
Joshua H. Eiland (Engr ’21)
Brinsley E. Eriksen (Col ’21)
Sarah M. Franklin (Nurs ’21)
Margaret R. Gillen (Nurs ’21)
Jefferson C. Grigsby (Col ’21)
Natalie M. Groder (Col ’21)
Andre P. Hirschler (Col ’21)
Daniel M. Keith (Engr ’21)
Julia F. Mitchell (Com ’21)
Sydney A. Ransom (Nurs ’21)
Uttam Rao (Engr ’21)
Khamal-Karim Saunders (Engr ’21)
Arden Stephens (Col ’21)
Emma Brahmey (Col ’22)
Niklas Henry Becker (Col ’24)
Ralph Leask

To join the Alumni Association, call 434-243-9000, visit alumni.virginia.edu,
or write to Alumni Hall, P.O. Box 400314, Charlottesville, VA 22904.
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Building

COMMUNITY

YOUR
MEMBERSHIP
MATTERS

The UVA Alumni Association is all about community, and Membership
is a celebration of that community. Contributing Members are some
of our most passionate alumni who have made a one-time financial
commitment to support the Alumni Association. We’d love to count you
among those members. Be part of a community of people who share a
passion for the place you once called home.

Become a
Contributing
Member!
alumni.virginia.edu/membership
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Time
Capsule

What were the must-have
fashion items when
you were at UVA?

BY JUDY LE

Hundreds of alumni
wrote in to tell us about
their most stylish
memories on Grounds.
Here are some favorites:

A black umbrella
was a ’50s-’60s staple.

JEANS

DAVID SKIN N ER

Repp Ties,
Jackets &
Gant
ButtonDowns

“1967: Tweed sport coat

with suede elbow patches, repp
tie, blue twill button-down shirt,
white chinos, Bass Weejuns or
penny loafers, and a silver flask
filled with Rebel Yell.

DAVID SKINNER

The majority from the ’50s, ’60s and
’70s recalled some combination of
these traditional items.
"For those of us non-preppies: painter’s
pants! White cotton twill with a few
extra loops—for paint brushes, I guess.
I’m second from left with the striped
rugby shirt and Laurie Ferris (Col ’78) is
stylin’ in them, too, on the front right.”
—Nancy Borges Barnes (Col ’78)

The mid-’60s showed an
uptick in jeans, which have
remained universally popular.

1971: U.S. Army surplus

JO E WOL F

khaki jacket, Grateful Dead
T-shirt, do-rag, tattered jeans,
black zippered boots, and a Bic
lighter and Zig-Zag rolling papers.”
—Andrew Sussman (Col ’71)

Shoes
through
the years
Of all the responses submitted, footwear
was by far the most prevalent. Here’s a
look at footwear through the years:
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WEEJUN LOAFERS

Rugby
Shirts

These saw two eras:
the ’70s and the ’90s.

WHITE BUCKS

ESPADRILLES
1960

1970

1980
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RICH NIEWIROSKI JR .

Outerwear
that was in

RAY-BAN
AVIATORS

Champion reverseweave sweatshirts gained
ubiquity in the late ’80s,
while North Face and
Patagonia jackets and
fleeces ruled the 2000s.

Late ’70s through mid-’90s

“Pearls of course and
permed hair pulled back
in combs... Turtlenecks,
Norwegian sweaters
and Bean boots in winter with pearls or gold
add-a-bead necklaces.”

BIRKENSTOCKS

AARONISNOTCOOL

—Julie Myers (Benton) (Col ’89)

SPERRYS

BEAN BOOTS
1990

2000

For our next issue:

What was your favorite movie while you
were at UVA? How did you first see it? Tell
us about it at uvamag.com/timecapsules,
and we’ll select some to run in the Fall.

SPERA

“Nalgene water
bottle, North Face
Denali jacket, North
Face backpack were
my style trifecta.”
—Brandon Walden
(Col ’04)

RYOKU KASINN

“In my first year (1979-80), khakis with a pink or green polo
shirt and boat shoes were the order of the day. I, however,
wore jeans and a T-shirt. In 1981 and 1982, that preppy look
was still in. I, in contrast, was bombing around Grounds on
my motorcycle in jeans, a T-shirt, and a leather jacket.
In 1984, I returned to Grounds after two years off. Suddenly,
punk was in. The photo is from spring of 1985, shortly before
graduation, and I'm still in jeans, a T-shirt, and my leather
jacket. (For those gearheads among us, the bike is a 1982
Suzuki GS1000S Katana.)” —Donald Thomson (Col ’85)

“If you were
Greek, a bow tie,
sportscoat and
khakis of course.”
—Chaz Hundley
(Col ’90)

UGG BOOTS
2010

2020
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Reunions is sponsored by

SAVE THE DATE

The UVA Alumni Association is excited to celebrate with you at Reunions 2022!

June 2-5, 2022

Classes of 1962, 1967, 1972, 1977, 1982, 1987
and members of the Thomas Jefferson Society

June 10-12, 2022

Classes of 1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, 2012, 2017

Learn more at VirginiaReunions.com

60 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E

Reunions_SummerAd21.indd
ClassNotes_vm_221.indd
60 1

|

SU M M E R 2 0 2 1

5/13/21
5/13/21 10:55
11:13 AM
AM

Class Notes
’60s
Thad Long (Law ’63 CM) published a
book, The Impossible Mock Orange Trial,
based on a case he tried as an attorney. Long is an elected member of the
American Law Institute and has been
an adjunct professor at two law schools.
He has tried many memorable cases,
and the one that inspired The Impossible
Mock Orange Trial was rated by the
National Law Journal as one of several
most outstanding defense verdicts of the
year. The book is “a gripping anatomy of
a huge high-stakes trial, with an unexpected turn at the end that spotlights the
question: ‘What is Justice?’” Long was
recently awarded a Marquis Who’s Who in
America’s Lifetime Achievement Award.
J. William Lewis (Law ’68) will publish
his debut novel, The Essence of Nathan
Biddle, in June 2021. The book is a
timeless coming-of-age tale that, as
novelist David Armstrong observed, “is
like discovering The Catcher in the Rye all
over again.”
Jack Sutor Jr. (Col ’69) published a novel
and a collection of short stories. Lovers in
a Small Cafe is the second part of a novel
about the hardships of living decently in
a broken world surrounded by troubled
people. Like Part I, The Ice Meadows,
Lovers is published under the pen name
Edmund Burwell. The short story collection, Thanksgiving, is published under
his own name. He can be reached at
mattsdad284@gmail.com.

’70s
Frederick Wilbur (Col ’70) recently
published his second poetry collection,
Conjugation of Perhaps. The previous

collection is As Pus Floats the Splinter
Out. For 35 years, Wilbur was a self-employed architectural woodcarver participating in the restoration of such historic
properties as Montpelier, Blandfield and
the Maryland Statehouse in Annapolis.
He carved several details for the Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts. His ecclesiastical
carvings appear in churches nationwide.
Wilbur has written many articles and three
books on decorative woodcarving: Carving
Architectural Detail in Wood: The Classical
Tradition; Carving Classical Styles in
Wood; and Decorative Woodcarving:
Accessories for the Home. Wilbur received
a master’s from the University of Vermont.
He lives in central Virginia with his wife of
50 years, Elizabeth Dudley Wilbur (Educ
’86), with two daughters and three grandchildren nearby.
Lloyd Stamy Jr. (Col ’73 CM) published
his newest book, Strangers No More, a
tale of intrigue and espionage. He lives in
Fox Chapel, Pennsylvania.

Indicates a corresponding photograph or video
online at uvamagazine.org/classnotes.
CM Indicates Contributing Member of the Alumni Association

operated in the 1950s, for family research
he has undertaken. He can be contacted
at mayo5304@cox.net. Mayo serves as
director of Hunt Test Preparation, the
oldest independently operated preparation program in Virginia.
Richard F. McGonegal (Grad ’75 CM)
published a mystery novel, Sense of
Grace. While attending UVA, he studied
creative writing with Peter Taylor, who
later won a Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.
He earned his bachelor’s degree from
Rutgers University in 1973. McGonegal
and his wife, Kristie, live in Jefferson
City, Missouri, where their two adult
daughters, Heather and Jane, also
live. He retired in 2017 after a 41-year
journalism career at the Jefferson City
News Tribune, a daily newspaper in
Missouri’s capital city. Twenty-four of
his short stories have been published in
magazines, including Alfred Hitchcock’s
Mystery Magazine.

Robert A. Hilliard (Col ’74 CM) has published two novels, What Are the Odds?
The Calculus of Coincidence and All In?...
Beware the Cross Currents, as part of
the Cutter/Wellington trilogy. The story
centers on two rival families steeped in
the rich tradition of thoroughbred racing—
the Cutters of Leesburg, Virginia, and
the Wellingtons of Lexington, Kentucky.
Fellow UVA alums will gravitate toward
TJ Cutter III, a 1974 graduate of Mr.
Jefferson’s Academical Village. The third
book in the series, Life’s Elusive Horizon,
is slated for release in the first quarter of
2022. Hilliard’s first book was a memoir
about bringing professional baseball back
to New Jersey in the 1990s.

Robert F. Graboyes (Col ’76 CM) is a
senior research fellow at the Mercatus
Center at George Mason University.
He recently launched a podcast series,
Fortress and Frontier: Conversations
on Health Care and Innovation. For his
first episode, “Different, but Not Less:
Temple Grandin and the Economics of
Neurodiversity,” he interviewed animal
scientist and autism advocate Temple
Grandin. During the pandemic, he also
launched a YouTube channel featuring
his musical performances and compositions—often in collaboration with the
visual art of his wife, Alanna. Graboyes
was previously a clinical professor in
UVA’s School of Nursing, teaching health
economics from 2005 to 2014.

Claude R. “Bud” Mayo (Educ ’75 CM)
is seeking the exact location and any
relevant information about Breezy Hill
Farm Tourist Cabins on Route 29, which

Jim Irving (Col ’76 CM) published his first
novel, Friends Like These, the first in a
series of three books. The sequel, Friend of
a Friend, is set to be published next year.
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Yolanda Burrell Taylor (Col ’76) has
published her seventh book of poetry;
she writes as Y.B. Taylor. As an African
American woman, her poetry provides
insights, truths, history and more of
growing up and experiencing life in segregated and integrated America—the highs,
the lows, the disparity, the bias. She provides footnotes/endnotes to assist those
who are unfamiliar with African American
experiences, African American history
and commonly used idioms in African
American communities. Every poem is
preceded by an epigraph, which provides
insight into the focus of the poem.
Anand Yang (Grad ’76) published a
new book, Empire of Convicts. The book
focuses on male and female Indians
incarcerated in Southeast Asia for criminal and political offenses committed in
colonial South Asia. A major contribution
to histories of crime and punishment,
prisons, law, labor, transportation, migration, colonialism and the Indian Ocean
World, the book narrates the experiences
of Indian convicts and shows how they
exercised agency in difficult situations,
fashioning their own worlds and even
becoming “their own warders.” Yang
brings long journeys across the ocean to
life in a deeply researched and engrossing
account that moves fluidly between local
and global contexts.
Diane Smith Wilkin (Col ’77) was named
the 2021 Pennsylvania Art Educator from
the National Art Education Association.
The award honors an outstanding
member from each state or province association whose service and contribution
to art education merits recognition and
acclaim. Wilkin worked as a high school
art educator for 24 years and also served
her state organization in numerous positions, including president. She recently
completed three years representing 13
states as eastern region vice president for
the NAEA.
Hayden Saunier (Col ’79 CM) published her fifth collection of poetry, A
Cartography of Home. Her other poetry
books include How to Wear This Body,
Say Luck, Tips for Domestic Travel, and a
62 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E
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chapbook, “Field Trip to the Underworld.”
Her work has been awarded the Pablo
Neruda Prize, Rattle Poetry Prize and Gell
Poetry Award; published in numerous
journals (including Beloit Poetry Journal,
Tar River Poetry and VQR); featured on
Poetry Daily; and read by Garrison Keillor
on The Writer’s Almanac.

’80s
Blair Nelsen (Col ’80 CM) was elected
president of the International Conference
of Funeral Service Examining Boards. The
conference represents funeral service regulatory boards in the United States and
Canada. Nelsen is now serving his fourth
term on the Virginia Board of Funeral
Directors and Embalmers.
Sherrie Sandy Westin (Col ’80 CM) was
named president of Sesame Workshop,
the nonprofit educational organization behind Sesame Street. She serves
as Sesame Workshop’s chief mission
ambassador, raising awareness, developing strategic partnerships, and cultivating
philanthropic support to further the workshop’s mission to help children everywhere grow smarter, stronger and kinder.
Westin spearheaded a partnership to
create one of the largest early childhood
interventions in the history of humanitarian response, bringing early education to
refugee children in the Syrian response
region. Working with the International
Rescue Committee, she led Sesame
Workshop’s efforts to win a historic
$100 million grant from the MacArthur
Foundation to fund this work. With an
extra $100 million grant from the LEGO
Foundation, this initiative has expanded
to Bangladesh.
Joan Herlong (Col ’81), a real estate
agent based in Greenville, South
Carolina, is launching a Clemson office
of Joan Herlong Associates Sotheby’s
International Realty to serve clients in
South Carolina’s Upstate.
David Massey (Col ’81, Law ’84 CM)
released his fifth album, Island Creek. As

of the first week of March, the six-song
EP was at No. 18 on the Roots Music
Report’s nationwide Top 50 Americana
Country Albums chart, and three of the
songs on the album were on the RMR’s
nationwide Top 50 Americana Country
Songs chart. The record was also at No. 1
on the RMR’s Top 50 Albums chart based
on nationwide airplay for Maryland artists
in any genre. Island Creek is available on
most streaming sites and at his website:
www.davemasseymusic.com. Massey
retired from his law practice as a mergers
and acquisitions partner at Eversheds
Sutherland in Washington, D.C., at the end
of 2017.
Paul DeBarry (Engr ’82) received the
Outstanding Practitioner in Water
Resources Engineering Award from the
American Academy of Water Resources
Engineers for his work and contributions
as an engineering practitioner, author and
educator in water resources engineering.
DeBarry, who will partially retire from
engineering consulting in 2021, has been
a director of geospatial technologies and
watershed management and a project
manager responsible for hydrologic and
hydraulic studies, geographic information
systems, and stormwater management
plans. DeBarry was also an adjunct lecturer for Pennsylvania State University’s
engineering and surveying department at
the Wilkes-Barre campus. He and his wife
of 39 years have two children and two
grandchildren.
Gerry Kruger (Educ ’83 CM) released
her third book, On Kruger Pond: Charlie’s
Legacy, about an unforgettable goose who
formed a special bond with Kruger while
overcoming setbacks and challenges.
This book offers readers updates about
three generations of his descendants.
Her second book, Two of Us: A FatherDaughter Memoir, traces the ways in
which her father’s compassion for others
and dedication to service shaped her own
life and beliefs.
George Morrow (Engr ’83 CM) retired
from the NASA Goddard Space Flight
Center as acting center director in
December 2019. He received NASA’s
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highest award, the Distinguished Service
Medal, the same year. He joined ASRC
Federal in January 2020 and is now vice
president for robotic exploration and
weather in the space operating group.
Maureen Kraemer Ohlhausen (Col
’84 CM) is chair of the global antitrust
and competition law practice at Baker
Botts. She joined the firm after serving
as the acting chair of the Federal Trade
Commission from 2017 to 2018 and as an
FTC commissioner from 2012 to 2018.
Mark Brugger (Col ’85 CM) was appointed
by New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy through
the State Board of Education to serve for
two years on the New Jersey State Special
Education Advisory Council. He also serves
on two boards to advocate for people
with disabilities, Learning Disabilities
Association of New Jersey and National
Special Education Advocacy Institute.

The Mystic Order of Eli Banana
welcomes its new members for 2020-21
William Bradley Alvord, Scituate, MA
Alexander Barney, Quincey, MA
Joseph Francis Benjamin, Bronxville, NY
Charles Andrew Hite, Briarcliff, New York, NY
Alexander Brown, Washington, DC
Thomas Caravati, Richmond, VA
Grant Carey, New Orleans, LA
Will Carrington, Lynchburg, VA
Connor Chase Cinquegrana, Key Biscayne, FL
Riley Clifford, Virginia Beach, VA
William Kalt Cooper, St. Louis, MO
Luke Cromwell, Virginia Beach, VA
Carter Cundiff, Lynchburg, VA
Kevin Edward Danforth, Greenwich, CT
Robert Dewey, New Caanan, CT
Patrick Duane, Atherton, CA
Jake Edwards, Forsyth, GA
Luke Michael Egge, Arlington, VA
Jack Fife, Charlottesville, VA
Aman Michael Gabriel, Somerville, MA
Wheeler Gibson, Houston, TX
Hayden Francis Hoover, Rye, NY
Christopher Cosmo Hunt, New York, NY

William Lineberry, Mountain Brook, AL
Sean Patrick Lynch, Fairfield, CT
Connor May, Bentonville, AK
Griffith McTavish, Virginia Beach, VA
Jacob Melman-Rogers, Washington D.C
George Saunders Van Rensselaer Moore, New York, NY
Thurston Moore, Richmond, VA
Brett Oney, Richmond, VA
David Payne, Virginia Beach, VA
Morgan Peus, Santa Barbara, CA
Harold Pressley, Richmond, VA
Garrett Reich, Cincinnati, OH
Max Russ, Atlanta, GA
William Edward Schwartz, Cohasset, MA
Jackson Sompayrac, Woodbridge, VA
Will Thomas, Richmond, VA
Charles Thompson, Fairfield, CT
Paul Michael Thompson III, Richmond, VA
Carter Tobin, Chatham, NJ
Everett Ward, Roanoke, VA
James Webster, Houston, TX
Robert Wright, Atlanta, GA

Grand Banana - Mark Joseph Hodulik, Tewksbury, NJ

Chris Frey (Engr ’85 CM), the Glenn E.
Futrell Distinguished University Professor
of Environmental Engineering at N.C. State
University, has taken a leave of absence
to serve as an appointee of the BidenHarris administration. He is serving as the
deputy assistant administrator for science
policy of the Office of Research and
Development at the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.
Andrew G. Lee (Col ’85, Med ’89 CM)
was selected as a 2021 recipient of the
Excellence in Teaching Awards established by the University of Texas Medical
Branch McGovern Academy of Oslerian
Medicine. The awards recognize faculty
who excel in teaching students and residents in clinical settings, modeling the
ideals of compassionate, scientifically
sound, patient-centered care exemplified
by Sir William Osler.
Victor Deupi (Arch ’86 CM) has published
two new books. Cuban Modernism: MidCentury Architecture 1940-1970, written
with Jean-Francois Lejeune, focuses on
the modernist generation of Cuban architects active from 1940 to 1970 and extols
the national and international importance
of their architecture and urban works. The
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second book, Stables: High Design for
Horse and Home, produced with the publisher Oscar Riera Ojeda and distributed
by Rizzoli, showcases beautifully designed
stables by contemporary architects and
designers around the world.
Louisa Marinaccio (Col ’86 CM) left
NASA in August 2020 after more than 12
years. She is now the director of protocol
and community relations for U.S. Central
Command at MacDill Air Force Base in
Florida. Meanwhile, she is studying part
time for a master’s in applied neuroscience at King’s College London.
Katie Lacey (Col ’87 CM) was named
to the board of directors of Designer
Protein, a sports, nutrition and active
lifestyle brand.
Chris Payne (Engr ’87, ’96 CM) was
appointed president and chief executive
officer of MBP, a nationally recognized
construction management and consulting firm. As president and CEO, Payne
focuses on long-term strategic goals,
widening the firm’s market share and
meeting the needs of clients in a continually evolving industry.
Carolyn Ann Reynolds (Col ’88 CM)
co-founded the Pandemic Action
Network, a partnership of international
organizations, nongovernmental organizations, businesses and philanthropies
whose mission is to drive collective action
to end COVID-19 and ensure the world is
better prepared for the next pandemic.

’90s
Robert G. Saunders (Com ’90) was
recently appointed by the Virginia
Legislature to serve as a judge on the
General District Court for the city of
Newport News, Virginia, after practicing
law for 24 years.
Steve Odabashian (Col ’91) and his
wife, Maggie, welcomed their fourth son,
Kevork Simon, on Nov. 13, 2020. Steve
and his wife live in Berwyn, Pennsylvania,
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with older sons Arthur, 7, Shant, 5, and
Raffi, . Steve is a test prep tutor who
runs Main Line Test Prep and Tutoring.
Chris Winter (Col ’91, Res ’03 CM)
published his second book, The Rested
Child: Why Your Tired, Wired, or Irritable
Child May Have a Sleep Disorder—And
How to Help. Winter is a sleep specialist
in Charlottesville and is proud to be the
sleep specialist for the 2020 World Series
Champion Los Angeles Dodgers.
John H. Zacharia (Col ’92, Law ’95 CM)
founded Zacharia Law in Washington,
D.C., in June 2019. His practice centers on
representing clients in matters involving
intellectual property violations, cyber
threats, domestic and international
commercial litigation, and administrative
law. Before starting his firm, Zacharia
spent more than 17 years at the U.S.
Department of Justice, including 12 years
as a federal prosecutor at the Justice
Department’s Computer Crime and
Intellectual Property Section. Zacharia
now teaches intellectual property criminal
law at the George Washington University
School of Law.
Karen Grabowski Dowd (Educ ’93 CM)
has published the seventh edition of her
co-authored textbook, Interpersonal Skills
in Organizations, with McGraw Hill. Several
editions have been translated and released
in Chinese, Korean and Japanese.
Natasha Espada (Arch ’93), an architect
and activist, is the first Latina president
of the Boston Society of Architects, the
oldest and second-largest chapter of the
American Institute of Architects. Espada
is the founder of Studio Enée, a Bostonbased minority and women-owned
architecture firm. The diverse makeup of
the firm contributes to their innovative
solutions to civic, institutional and commercial projects.
Lisa Garrison Toti (Col ’93 CM) was
named president of Accura HealthCare.
Accura is based in Iowa and operates
several health care centers providing
skilled nursing and rehabilitation, assisted
living, and independent living services

in Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota and
Nebraska.
Andy Poarch (Col ’93, Law ’03 CM), chief
operating officer of Alliance Group, was
honored by Virginia Business Magazine on
its list of “100 People to Meet in 2021,” a
prestigious annual list of impact-makers
in Virginia’s business community who
are leaders in their respective industries
helping to drive innovation and growth
across the commonwealth.
David S. Lessen (Col ’94 CM) has
joined the University of Miami Sylvester
Comprehensive Cancer Center after being
appointed medical director of Sylvester
Deerfield Beach and Fort Lauderdale. He
is also a voluntary assistant professor of
medicine in the hematology division at
the University of Miami Miller School of
Medicine.
Carolyn DeMain Pipitone (Engr ’94,
’96 CM) self-published her first book.
Based on her personal experience, Make
Your Boomer Parents Do This Now!:
A Generation X Guide to their Boomer
Parent’s Estate Plans provides a short and
manageable list of the critical documents
and accounts every Gen Xer needs their
boomer parents to make immediately.
Convenient “Gotcha Tips” provide hints
for how to avoid pitfalls you would never
know about until you live through them.
John B. Gordon III (Col ’95, Educ
’00 CM) published his first book, The
Teacher’s Lounge: The Real Role of
Educators in Your Schools. The semiautobiographical book describes the
impact of educational decisions from
our past, and how local and national pop
culture and political events changed the
culture in education.
Wes Jackson (Col ’95) was elected to the
board of trustees of the Brooklyn Public
Library, which recently merged with the
Brooklyn Historical Society. Jackson
previously served on the board of the
historical society and was featured on
ABC’s Soul of a Nation. He discussed the
depiction of African Americans in film
and media over the years as well as the
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importance and rise of sneaker culture in
the Black community.

international media from Latin America to
Spain, Austria and Australia.

and globalism and their intersection with
conspiracy theories.

Aysha Schomburg (Col ’95) was
appointed as an associate commissioner in the Biden administration. In
this role, she will oversee the roughly
$10 billion U.S. Children’s Bureau, which
regulates federal funding for the nation’s
vast network of state- and county-run
agencies responsible for foster care, child
maltreatment investigations and prevention services. Before her appointment,
Schomburg worked for New York City’s
Administration for Children’s Services,
where she helped expand protections for
parents at risk of child abuse and neglect
investigations. She’s also worked on
legislation expanding support in schools
for LGBTQ students, among other local
laws focused on children. During an earlier
stint at ACS, she helped establish savings
accounts for foster youth and a hotline for
recruiting foster parents.

Nayna Agrawal (Col ’98) has worked on
six animation shows this year with Netflix,
Mattel, DreamWorks and Apple. Her
plays were workshopped and/or received
readings with several Los Angeles and
New York theater collectives. Her radio
play, Plucker, was featured in a Los
Angeles Times article and was selected
for production by L.A.’s Antaeus Theatre
Company. She has been selected from
850 applicants to participate in the inaugural XYZ Salon for South Asian artists in
Hollywood and will be paired with veteran
comedy writer Vera Santamaria for the
year. She is now a 2021 Cimientos playwright with NYC-based theater IATI. She
just signed with Disney to write on a new
animation feature film.

Latané Conant (Com ’99) published a
book, No Forms. No Spam. No Cold Calls:
The Next Generation of Account-Based
Sales and Marketing.

Ian Jenkins (Col ’97, Med ’01) published his first book, Three Dads and a
Baby: Adventures in Modern Parenting, a
memoir about becoming the first polyamorous family recognized as the legal
parents of a child anywhere in the world.
Learn about the legal, personal and health
struggles the family overcame on their
journey to being proud parents of two
amazing children. The story has been
covered in the Huffi ton Post, CNN, Daily
Mail, numerous blogs and podcasts, and

Kristin Zielinski Duggan (Col ’98) was
promoted to partner at Hogan Lovells.
Based in the Washington, D.C., office, she
is a member of the firm’s global regulatory
group.
Timothy Shelley (Grad ’98) has
written two books, Stories When Little:
Growing Up Under MK-ULTRA and
Playboy’s Progress: Coming of Age Under
MK-ULTRA, which are available for free at
his website, Fighting Monarch. The books
are an epic detective story exploring the
themes of memory, forgetting, sexual programming, personal and national identity,
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’00s
Kim Curtis (Col ’00 CM) was appointed
to the Virginia State Historical Records
Advisory Board, a gubernatorially
appointed board that serves as the central
advisory body for historical records planning and related projects developed and
carried out by the state.
Jessica Dunne (Engr ’00, ’03) was
reelected this past fall to a second term as
a council member for Dunellen Borough in
New Jersey. She serves as council president for 2021.
Hollylynne S. Lee (Educ ’00), professor
of mathematics and statistics education
in the N.C. State College of Education
and senior faculty fellow at the Friday
Institute for Educational Innovation, has
been selected as one of three finalists
for Baylor University’s prestigious 2022
Robert Foster Cherry Award for Great
Teaching. This biennial award honors
outstanding professors who have distinguished themselves as exceptional
teachers and who have a proven record of
having a positive, inspiring and long-lasting impact on their students.
Laurel Wittman (Com ’00 CM) joined the
board of the Well Spouse Association and
serves as president-elect. She expects to
begin a term as president in October 2021.
The Well Spouse Association is the only
501(c)(3) membership organization for
the spouses and partners of people living
with chronic illnesses and disabilities.
Wittman is a managing director at Oxford
Finance, a venture lender focused on the
health care space, where she has worked
since 2004. She has been married to
Eduardo Lopes (Arch ’95 CM) since 2005,
and they live in Falls Church, Virginia.
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Kathryn Kieffer (Col ’01) has joined the
interior design and architecture firm Pillar
& Peacock. She serves as the operations
manager and oversees multiple studios
while working from the Richmond,
Virginia, location. Kieffer has more than
19 years of quality management and
operations enhancement experience. She
was previously the business development manager at Skyline Tent Company,
where she led teams for large-scale social
and institutional temporary structure
construction.
Matt Oblas (Educ ’01 CM) was
awarded the Virginia Interscholastic
Athletic Administrators Association
Virginia State Athletic Director of the
Year Award. Oblas has worked as the
athletic director at Riverside High School
in Leesburg, Virginia, since the school’s
opening in 2015.
Katherine Bowers (Col ’02, Grad ’04)
was promoted to associate professor
of Slavic studies with tenure at the
University of British Columbia in summer
2020. Her first monograph is forthcoming
from University of Toronto Press in 2021.
Robert Edwards Griffin Col ’02 CM)
and his wife, Claire, welcomed a daughter,
Hazel Chislett, on March 16, 2021. Hazel
joins her older brothers, Gordon Charles
and Thomas Murphy, and is granddaughter of Gordon Dix Griffin r. (Arch
’72 CM). The family lives in Huntsville,
Alabama.
Andrew Strelka (Col ’02) has been
appointed senior tax counsel at the White
House. His prior government service
includes the IRS, the Washington, D.C.,
U.S. Attorney’s Office, the Department
of Justice Tax Division and a similar tax
advisory role in the Obama White House.
Before joining the Biden-Harris administration, Strelka practiced tax law at
Latham & Watkins. He credits his success
in navigating the Internal Revenue Code
with a drive he developed after coming in
a disappointing second place in the Gus
Burger eating competition.
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Natalia C. Wilson (Col ’02) was named
equity partner of family law firm Ain
& Bank, where she serves as managing partner. She was also recently
appointed to a four-year term as chair
of the Advisory Merit Selection Panel
by the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia.
Drew Svor (Col ’03) was made partner
at the law firm Sheppard, Mullin, Richter
& Hampton. He is a member of the firm’s
corporate practice group and the communications team and is based in the
Washington, D.C., office. Svor’s practice
is focused on technology, media and
telecommunications, with an emphasis on
satellite, wireless and new technologies.
Alfred Carry (Col ’05) was promoted to
of counsel within the firm of McGlinchey
Stafford.
Christy Williams Coombs (Col ’05 CM)
and her husband, Robert, welcomed their
daughter, Clara Eleanor, on Jan. 3, 2021.
Clara is the niece of Hillery Williams
(Col ’08 CM), granddaughter of Charlie
Williams (Col ’74) and great-granddaughter of Dick Williams (Col ’44). The family
is eager to bring her to Grounds soon to
see her family’s beloved alma mater!
Sharon Rubin Kressel (Col ’05, Med ’12
CM) has launched a new tech-enabled
and patient experience-focused OB-GYN
practice in Washington, D.C., Liv by
Advantia Health. She and her husband,
Jason, live in Maryland with their two
sons, Aaron, 2, and Max, 1.
Ashley Bristow Bartley (Col ’06) published her first two children’s books in a
social emotional learning picture book
series: Diamond Rattle Loves to Tattle and
Opal Octopus is Overwhelmed. Bartley
was featured in The Winner’s Circle
by The Institute for Writers. Her other
publications include articles featured in
The Joyful Life Magazine, Kindred Mom,
Bright Futures Counseling, and Boys
Town Press.

Catherine Donnellan Sanders (Col ’06
CM) and her husband, Kevin Sanders,
welcomed their second child, Genevieve
Rosemary, on Nov. 16, 2020. Genevieve
joins big brother George. The family
resides in Memphis, where Dr. Sanders is
a pediatric pulmonologist.
Lyndsay Anderson (Nurs ’07 CM) has
been accepted into the Nursing Science
and Health-Care Leadership doctorate program at University of California,
Davis. She plans to continue research in
cancer and health disparities. She serves
as part-time faculty at California State
University, Sacramento, in the College of
Health and Human Services. She lives in
Sacramento with her husband, Steven
D. Anderson (Col ’96), and two sons,
Thomas and Henry.
Ben Mackovak (Darden ’07 CM) married
Catherine Banton on the shores of Lake
Erie in September 2019. The couple
celebrated with a wide cast of characters
from six UVA classes who partied under
the stars on a perfect summer night. The
couple lives in Bratenahl, Ohio.
Amelia Gunn Wehunt (Engr ’07 CM) was
announced as a shareholder of Timmons
Group, a multidisciplined engineering and
technology firm. Wehunt is the leader of
the Timmons Group urban planning and
design practice. She specializes in urban
infill and redevelopment projects and
neighborhood improvement projects, as
well as stormwater management design
and compliance.
Charlotte Miller Russell (Col ’08 CM)
opened Charlotte Russell Contemporary, a
contemporary art gallery in Raleigh, North
Carolina, on Jan. 8, 2021, with a focus on
underrepresented, emerging and midcareer artists.
Marcus Ruscetti (Col ’08 CM) began
teaching as an assistant professor in
the Department of Molecular Cell and
Cancer Biology at the University of
Massachusetts Medical School. His laboratory investigates the dynamic interactions between tumors and the body’s
immune system in cancer.
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Paul Habenicht (Darden ’09) is
co-founder of VetEvolve, a veterinary
platform that has grown to 16 practices.
VetEvolve creates opportunities for new
and experienced veterinarians for worklife balance through hospital partnerships,
short-term staffing olutions and mentorship opportunities.

’10s
Catelyn Nelson Bernstein (Engr ’11 CM)
and Aaron Taylor Bernstein (Com ’12)
welcomed a daughter, Aubrey Anne, on
Jan. 2, 2021.
Courtney Jones (Col ’12) married
Christian Hamlett on Sept. 11, 2020,
in Richmond, Virginia. The couple lives
in Richmond, where Courtney is the
manager of championships and events for
the Virginia State Golf Association and
Christian is a consultant with Employee
Benefits of Virginia.

Paul Hodskins (Col ’12 CM) earned a
master’s degree with highest distinction
in 2018 from the U.S. Naval War College in
Newport, Rhode Island. That September,
he married Katherine Jane Waro near
Villanova University. Katie graduated from
the Ithaca College Roy H. Park School
of Communications and is a director of
marketing at a global travel conglomerate. Paul and Katie now live in Leesburg,
Virginia, where they recently purchased
a home and hope to plant family roots. In
2021, Paul will mark 10 years as a federal
civil servant in foreign relations and
national security.
Attison Barnes (Col ’15 CM) co-founded
Captain Experiences, based out of Austin,
Texas. The company aims to improve
and streamline the booking process for
outdoor sports guides, from fishing to
rock climbing and more.

Catherine A. Thompson (Law ’18) joined
family law firm Ain & Bank as an associate. Thompson previously worked at
an international law firm in Washington,
D.C. She focuses her practice on a range
of complex and multijurisdictional family
law matters.

’20s
Chris Conlan (Col ’20) founded Conlan
Scientific, a fast-growing nationally
recognized authority in delivering AI/
ML-based financial data science solutions. The company was recognized by
Clutch Research as the top artificial intelligence development services firm in the
Washington, D.C., region.
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In Memoriam
’40s

Alden Robert “Bob”
Kuhlthau (Grad ’44, ’48
CM) of Charlottesville died
Feb. 29, 2020. After earning a
bachelor’s degree in physics
from Wake Forest University
and a doctorate from UVA, he
served as assistant professor
of physics at the University
of New Hampshire. In 1951,
he returned to the University,
working in both the Physics
Department and in the School
of Engineering and Applied
Science until his retirement
in 1986. Within the engineering school, he served in
many capacities, including
as chair of the Department
of Engineering Science and
Systems, director of the
research laboratories, and
associate dean for graduate
studies. He also served as the
University’s associate provost
for research. He was a member of Phi Beta Kappa, Sigma
Xi, Sigma Pi Sigma, the Raven
Society, and the Thomas
Jefferson Soci ty of Alumni.
Mr. Kuhlthau was elected to
be the fir t president of the
Universities Space Research
Association, which supported
NASA’s space research program, and he later served
on its board of trustees. He
also served on the Naval
Studies Board of the National
Research Council. In his free
time, he was a scoutmaster
for his church’s Boy Scouts
troop. He also loved hiking
in the Blue Ridge and was
an avid gardener and skilled
woodworker. In retirement,
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Mr. Kuhlthau pursued his
long-standing interest in
Charlottesville-Albemarle
County history, serving as
president of the Albemarle
County Historical Society.
His research on the history
of the Farmington Country
Club, including the ownership and development of the
Farmington property since
Colonial times, was used for
the club’s 2003 anniversary
book. His survivors include
sons R. Peyton Kuhlthau
(Col ’67 CM) and Richard
H. Kuhlthau (Grad ’79 CM);
three grandchildren; and
seven great-grandchildren.
Basil J. “Buzz” Austin
(Col ’49 CM) of York,
Pennsylvania, died Jan. 10,
2021. He was a member of the
band at UVA before his studies
were interrupted by World
War II. He served in the U.S.
Army and received a Victory
Medal. He reenlisted even as
he returned to UVA to finis
his education and was honorably discharged from the
U.S. Air Force in 1950. After
college and military service,
Mr. Austin became a certified public accountant an
practiced for many years in
Virginia, where he met his
wife, Pearl. In retirement,
he enjoyed doing all types of
puzzles, watching UVA sports
and his New York Yankees,
and attending UVA football
and basketball games. A few
years after his wife predeceased him, he moved to York,
Pennsylvania, to be near his
daughter, Sara, with whom
he was very close. In York,

he learned how to use GPS,
started going to the gym and
reconnected with his younger
sister, Myrna. Survivors
include his daughter and sister.
Lawrence Bell Laurent
(Col ’49 CM) of Alexandria,
Virginia, died Aug. 1, 2020. He
served in the U.S. Navy as a
radioman in the South Pacific
during World War II. After
the war, he attended UVA,
where he joined Theta Chi
and worked as sports editor
for College Topics and The
Daily Progress. After briefly
working at the Bluefield Daily
Telegraph, he went to work
for The Washington Post.
Hired as a sports reporter,
he was appointed by Post
publisher Phil Graham as
the paper’s fir t TV critic in
1953. After leaving The Post
in 1982, Mr. Laurent was
vice president and director
of communication for the
Association of Independent
Television Stations. A popular writer, speaker and
professor, he received the
Distinguished Teacher Award
from American University
and the President’s Medal
from George Washington
University, where his professional papers are available for research. He was
also elected to the Broadcast
Pioneers Hall of Fame. Among
numerous publications, Mr.
Laurent contributed to The
Eighth Art, edited Newton
N. Minow’s Equal Time: The
Private Broadcaster and the
Public Interest and was editor
and chairman of the editorial board of the Television

Quarterly. For many decades
after its establishment in 1974,
Mr. Laurent was on the panel
of judges for the Humanitas
Prize, a prestigious prize in
television. He was predeceased by his wife, Margaret,
and his son Richard Laurent
(Col ’75, Grad ’77). Survivors
include three children, Arthur,
Margaret and Elizabeth;
four grandchildren; and two
great-granddaughters.

’50s

William Overton Bare Sr.
(Col ’51 CM) of Waynesboro,
Virginia, died July 27, 2020.
He graduated from Orange
High School and attended
UVA before serving in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War.
He moved to Waynesboro in
1955 with General Electric
and later became manager of
Relay Sales. He was an active
member of First Presbyterian
Church, where he was a
Sunday school teacher, deacon, elder and trustee. He was
an avid UVA fan, attending
all home football and basketball games for many years.
He coached Little League
baseball and enjoyed working in the Disciples Kitchen
and playing golf, but family was the center of his life.
Survivors include his wife,
Polly Durham Bare (Nurs
’52 CM); children Phyllis,
Tony Bare (Com ’80 CM),
Tracy Bare (Col ’82 CM),
Kirk Bare (Col ’83 CM) and
Keith Bare (Col ’83 CM);
10 grandchildren, including
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Jamie Lee Bare (Com ’12);
two great-grandchildren; and
a sister.
Joseph Edwin Gibson
(Col ’51, Law ’54 CM) of
Charlottesville died Aug. 17,
2020. Mr. Gibson served in
the U.S. Army during World
War II. After the war, he
earned his bachelor’s and law
degrees from the University.
He was a member of Beta
Gamma Sigma, Delta Sigma
Pi, Omicron Delta Kappa,
Beta Alpha Psi, the Jefferso
Literary and Debating Society,
and the Raven Society. Mr.
Gibson joined the faculty
of the McIntire School of
Commerce in 1956, where he
taught accounting and tax law
during his 48-year tenure.
In addition to several grantfunded publications, he edited
the Michie’s Federal Tax
Handbook for several years.
In 1975, he was recognized for
his leadership and contributions to UVA with the Alumni
Association’s Distinguished
Professor Award. He held
the endowed chair of the
KPMG Peat Marwick Mitchell
Professorship in Professional
Accounting and was recognized with the Virginia
Society of Certified Publi
Accountants Educator Award
and the Alpha Kappa Psi
Faculty Award. After retirement, he continued to serve
UVA as a member of the
board of visitors for the UVA
Tax Foundation Inc. In the
community, he served on
the Albemarle County (Ivy
District) Board of Supervisors
from 1967 to 1971, where he
was instrumental in establishing the Piedmont Community
College system. The embodiment of a Virginia gentleman, Mr. Gibson was a kind
and generous man. Survivors

include his wife; daughters Beverly Cullen Gibson
(Col ’80) and Pamela Anne
Gibson (Col ’82), and two
sons, including Richard
G. Gibson (Com ’84);
four grandsons; and many
extended family members.
James Russell “Jim”
Bickley Jr. (Com ’52 CM) of
Atlanta, Georgia, died Jan. 1,
2021. At UVA, he was a member of Phi Delta Theta and
Alpha Kappa Psi business fraternity. He played bassoon in
the concert band and orchestra, and he served as manager and drum major for the
marching band. Mr. Bickley
pursued his military interest
as a cadet in UVA’s fledglin
Army ROTC detachment,
which was affiliated with t
Transportation Corps. Upon
receiving his commission
in the fir t four-year Army
ROTC class, he was called to
active duty and served in the
Korean War, where he rose to
the rank of captain in the U.S.
Army. After returning from
Korea, Mr. Bickley accepted
an offer in mana ement training from Sears, Roebuck and
Co. His 25-year career with
Sears included assignments
throughout the Southeast,
including stints in Charleston
and Savannah, before settling
in Atlanta, where he raised his
family. Later, sales and entrepreneurial pursuits took him
to Birmingham, Minneapolis
and Boston, where his love of
military and seaport history
flourished. In the comm nity, he was involved with
the Boy Scouts of America,
Rotary Club and his church.
Mr. Bickley was a Southern
gentleman with an active
mind, a voracious reader, a
staunch conservative, and a
proud father, grandfather and

great-grandfather. Survivors
include children Bradford,
Bruce Bickley (Com ’78 CM)
and Beth Bickley Reagan
(Col ’81 CM); four grandchildren; a great-granddaughter;
and a brother.
Paul H. Kirwin (Col
’52, Law ’55 CM) of New
Rochelle, New York, died
June 4, 2020. At UVA, he was
a catcher for the baseball
team and played on the football team while attending law
school. He was a member of
Phi Epsilon Pi, the Jefferson
Literary and Debating Society
and T.I.L.K.A. Mr. Kirwin
was a captain in the U.S.
Marine Corps. He practiced
law in New York, coached
Little League baseball for 16
years, served as school board
president and, later in life,
mentored basketball players from Mount Vernon,
New York. He was a longtime
president of the Long Island
chapter of the UVA Alumni
Association, and he played a
role in the recent resurrection
of the Fairfield/ estchester
counties chapter. Mr. Kirwin
was the proud patriarch of
a three-generation legacy
family at the University. He
was predeceased on 9/11 by
his son Glenn Kirwin (Col
’82). Survivors include his
wife, Barbara; children Jon
Kirwin (Col ’79 CM), Peter
Kirwin (Col ’85 CM), Andrew
Kirwin (Col ’88 CM), Daniel
Kirwin (Col ’93 CM), and
Jennifer; grandchildren
Miles Kirwin (Col ’13 CM),
Troy Kirwin (Com ’16 CM),
Brooke, Grace Kirwin (Col
’25), Benjamin and Emma;
and a brother, Stanley Kirwin
(Col ’49 CM).

Stuart Horsley Harris Jr.
(Col ’53, Med ’57, Res ’65
CM) of Lynchburg, Virginia,
died Feb. 12, 2021. At UVA,
where he was elected Phi Beta
Kappa, he was a member of
Sigma Alpha Epsilon, the IMP
Society, the Raven Society,
the Z Society and Student
Council. He also wrestled and
played football, for which he
received multiple awards,
including MVP of the 1952
football team. After earning
his medical degree, he trained
as a surgeon at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital in Boston
before serving in Munich with
the U.S. Army Medical Corps.
He completed his training as
chief resident for cardiovascular and thoracic surgery
at UVA before moving to
Lynchburg, his hometown, in
1965 to co-found Seven Hills
Surgical Associates. He practiced general, vascular and
thoracic surgery with deep
devotion to his patients for
39 years. During his distinguished career, Dr. Harris was
a leader in several medical
organizations, including serving as president of the Virginia
Surgical Society, and he served
on the boards of the Virginia
Baptist Hospital and Virginia
Episcopal School. He enjoyed
tennis, golf and squash, and
he loved spending time with
family and friends. He rarely
missed gathering with former
teammates at UVA football
games, and family trips to
Disney World were a highlight. He shared his passion
for tropical fish with his fa ily on their scuba vacations.
As part of “The Anniversary
Eight,” four couples married
in the same year, he and his
wife explored destinations
including Europe, Alaska and
the Caribbean. He delighted
in his grandchildren, who
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In Memoriam
brought great joy to his later
years. Survivors include his
wife, Marie; children
Hope Harris Foster (Col ’87
CM) and Stuart H. “Monty”
Harris III (Col ’96 CM); six
grandchildren; and a brother.
Jack Marahrens (Col
’53 CM) of Williamsburg,
Virginia, died Nov. 26, 2020.
After serving in the U.S.
Marine Corps, he worked
for Dow Chemical/BASF. In
retirement, he donated his
time to numerous organizations including Williamsburg
Heritage Humane Society,
Housing Partnership of
Williamsburg, and the
Charleston, South Carolina,
aquarium. A kind and generous man, he loved animals, music and auto racing.
Survivors include his children,
Jack, Bob, Tim, Joan and Lucy,
and many grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.
Eureka Cleo “Reka”
Mumpower Lee (Nurs ’53
CM) of Essex, Maryland,
died March 15, 2021. After
earning her nursing degree,
she returned to her hometown of Appalachia, Virginia,
where she briefly wor ed at
Norton Community Hospital
before joining the U.S. Navy.
A Korean War veteran who
attained the rank of lieutenant, she served as both a
ward nurse and head nurse
in the Navy from May 1954 to
June 1960. Though she left the
Navy to marry her husband,
Lt. Donald Lee, his career took
them to England and many
U.S. states before they settled in Maryland in 1971. Ms.
Lee was a devoted wife and
mother to her four children,
as well as a second mom to
many neighborhood children,
especially as her own grew
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up. Several of her children
and grandchildren continued
the family’s history of serving
their country in the armed
forces. Ms. Lee was known for
her kind heart, gentle spirit
and selfless l ve for other
people. Her strong Christian
faith was evident in the way
she lived her life. She loved
gardening and spent much
time caring for her fl wers
and growing fresh vegetables.
Survivors include her husband; children Carol, Mark,
Diane and Tanya; fi e grandchildren; and four brothers.
Frederick “Winston” Johns
(Col ’54 CM) of Hagerstown,
Maryland, died Dec. 21, 2020.
At UVA, he was president of
the Virginia Players and captain of the intramural men’s
tennis team. He loved theater,
music and dance. He served
as a pilot in the U.S. Navy for
four years. After his military
service, he forged a career in
commercial real estate and
entrepreneurial businesses.
He met his wife, Anne, in Irby
Cauthen’s Shakespeare class,
and the couple fell in love
over repasts at the University
cafeteria and parties at the
Tau Kappa Epsilon house.
Mr. Johns planned gatherings such as “the island party,”
where women were paddled
by TKE brothers across a
basement “pond” to a party
“island.” Mr. Johns and his
TKE brothers loved a good
prank. Once, they piped into
Scott Stadium the audio from
romantic phone calls the
brothers were making to their
girlfriends. His beloved wife
died Jan. 9, 2021. Survivors
include their daughters,
Elizabeth and Sibley Johns
(Col ’86, Educ ’89 CM).

Walter H. Lewis (Grad
’57 CM) of St. Louis died
Nov. 17, 2020. He earned his
doctorate in biology from
UVA after earning his bachelor’s and master’s degrees
in biology and botany from
the University of British
Columbia. He was a Blandy
Farmer while at UVA. He
taught in Texas and completed
postdoctoral studies in the
United Kingdom and Sweden
before joining the faculty of
Washington University in
St. Louis in 1964; he retired
as a professor of biology in
2000. He taught popular
classes in botany for undergraduates and also served
as the university ethnobotanist. As professor emeritus, Mr. Lewis continued his
research, publishing his last
technical paper in 2017 at
age 87. A world expert on the
wild roses of North America,
he was honored in 2013 by
the American Rose Society
as a “Great Rosarian of the
World.” Mr. Lewis and his
wife, Memory Elvin-Lewis,
professor emerita of biology
at Washington University, collaborated on projects around
the world, including on notable ethnobotanical work with
Indigenous peoples of Peru.
Their book, Medical Botany:
Plants Affecting Man’s Health,
is recognized as a definiti e
work on traditional pharmacopeias and their relevance
to modern life. Mr. Lewis is
credited with collecting more
than 23,000 plants worldwide,
and at least a dozen plant species are named in his honor.
He maintained a concurrent
appointment as senior botanist at the Missouri Botanical
Garden. He received several
awards for his work and was
named, along with his wife,
a Distinguished Economic

Botanist by the Society for
Economic Botany. Survivors
include his wife; children
Memoria and Walter; and
three grandchildren.
Zirkle James “Jim” Estes
Jr. (Educ ’58, Grad ’61) of
Charlottesville died Jan. 4,
2021. He was a direct descendant of Abraham Estes, an
English immigrant from Kent
who became a landowner
in Virginia in the 1600s and
whose descendants included
the namesake of Estes Park,
Colorado. After earning his
degrees from UVA, Mr. Estes
taught English literature in
local schools for 31 years, the
last 25 at Albemarle High
School, his alma mater. He
retired early, in 1991, when
he became the caretaker of
his widowed mother until her
death in 1999. In retirement,
Mr. Estes was active in two
Baptist churches where he
served as deacon and happily
sang in the choir. Always a
steady reader, he belonged
to two reading groups and
took many courses. He
also loved antiques shows.
Survivors include a niece
and two nephews.
William B. “Bill” Schreiber
(Col ’59 CM), formerly of
Scarsdale, New York, and
Vero Beach, Florida, died
July 10, 2020. He received
his law degree from Cornell
Law School and worked as
an attorney for more than 50
years, focusing his practice on
alcoholic beverage regulation.
He enjoyed playing tennis
and spending time with his
family. Mr. Schreiber was predeceased by his beloved wife
of 59 years, Louise. Survivors
include children David and
Elizabeth; daughter-in-law
Kathleen Walton Schreiber
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W. NATHANIEL HOWELL | SEPT. 14, 1939—DEC. 17, 2020

U

pon arriving in Germany after spending four months under siege in the
U.S. Embassy in Kuwait, one of the
first orders of business for Ambassador
W. Nathaniel “Nat” Howell (Col ’61, Grad
’65 CM) was to take a long bath.
“I brought a lot of Kuwait with me,”
Howell said in August in an interview
marking the 30th anniversary of Iraq’s
invasion of Kuwait, where he had become
the very symbol of America’s defiance of
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein.
Howell, who died Dec. 17, 2020, at
81, brought a lot of UVA to Kuwait, the
final posting of a 26-year foreign service career. At UVA, he studied under
renowned professor and Iran scholar
Rouhollah “Ruhi” Ramazani (Law ’54)
a nd ea rned a Ph.D. in foreign a ffa irs
in 1965.
“In a circle of brilliant graduate students … Nat stood out,” says President
Emeritus John Casteen (Col ’65, Grad
’66, ’70), a longtime friend. “He worked
with purpose and intelligence, and he
went where he planned to go.”
Appointed ambassador to Kuwait in
1987, Howell was awaiting reassignment
when Saddam invaded the country on
Aug. 2, 1990. Embassy staff and some
Americans living in Kuwait took refuge in
the embassy, a modest 5-acre compound

(Com ’87 CM); three grandsons; two brothers, including
Richard Schreiber (Col ’63,
Darden ’65 CM); and several
nephews and nieces, including
Annie Schreiber (Col ’24).

that Howell said was once described as
“having the aura of a well-maintained
boys’ camp.”
About 40 residents holed up in the
embassy. The Iraqis cut off water and
power to get them to surrender. As an
obituary of Howell in the Arab Times
noted, they underestimated the resourcefulness of the residents, who had a small
generator and dug a freshwater well.
They also had the right leader for the
moment. From the beginning, Howell
traded his suit for shorts and a T-shirt and
did what needed to be done. He assigned
jobs to residents—cooking, clea ning,
gardening and guard duty, among others—and presided over the crisis with his
trademark wit, grace and efficie y.
“Humor was an essential coping skill
and even a form of resistance,” Howell
wrote in Siege: Crisis Leadership: The
Survival of U.S. Embassy Kuwait, a book
on the ordeal.
Residents subsisted largely on canned
tuna. They held happy hours and confounded the watching Iraqis by playing helicopter sounds from the movie
Apocalypse Now over the stereo system.
While working to keep up mora le,
Howell tried to plan for every contingency
while privately worrying that not everyone would get out alive.

Raymond L. Stearns (Col
’59) of Gainesville, Virginia,
died Jan. 21, 2021. He was an
active member of the UVA
community. He was a member
of the IMP Society, T.I.L.K.A.
and Delta Kappa Epsilon. He
earned All-America honors
on the men’s lacrosse team.

ANDREW SHURTLEF F

Alumnus ambassador showed
leadership skills and grace in
Kuwait embassy crisis

“We won’t leave you” was his promise
to the residents, he said.
In December, Saddam allowed foreigners to leave. Howell was on the last
flight home, with 31 other Americans. He
left the embassy flag flying.
Howell began a second career, at UVA,
in 1992. He directed the Institute for
Global Policy Research and the Arabian
Peninsula a nd Gulf Studies progra m.
He and his wife, Margie (Nurs ’60 CM),
helped establish the Rouhollah Ramazani
Professorship of Arabian Peninsula and
Gulf Studies.
“By practicing diplomacy in his first
career, Nat brought a rich array of experiences which enha nced his second
career as a research professor at UVA,”
Margie Howell says. “The academic was
grounded in real life for him.”
Howell is survived by his wife and son
Wilson N. Howell III (Col ’84 CM).

He was commissioned at
graduation as a second lieutenant into the U.S. Army
in 1959. Col. Stearns served
30 years in the military in
both wartime and peacetime,
including in Germany, where
he met his fir t wife, Gudrun.
During his service, he earned

—Ed Miller

an MBA at Babson College in
Massachusetts and completed
Command and General Staff
College and Industrial College
of the Armed Forces. For his
heroism, Col. Stearns received
many commendations and
medals, including the Defense
Superior Service Medal;
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Legion of Merit with second
Oak Leaf Cluster; Bronze Star
with third Oak Leaf Cluster;
and the Meritorious Service
Medal. He retired from his
distinguished military career
in 1989 and began a second career at the National
Industries for the Blind. He
and his second wife enjoyed
cruises around the globe with
family and friends. A proud
UVA alumnus, Col. Stearns
remained an active Wahoo
throughout his life. He avidly
attended football games and
women’s soccer matches
while his son and granddaughter, respectively, competed
for the ’Hoos. He was predeceased by his former wife,
Gudrun. Survivors include
his wife, Dolly; children John
and Christopher Stearns
(Col ’91); daughter-in-law
Laurel Reinhart Stearns (Col
’93); stepchildren Michael,
Frank, Elaine and Cathleen;
nine grandchildren, including Morgan Stearns (Col ’17);
and 14 great-grandchildren.

’60s

Arthur P. Deverill (Engr
’60) of Annandale, Virginia,
died July 27, 2019. He
served in the U.S. Army as
a colonel and was a beloved
father, grandfather and
great-grandfather.
Peyton Rowan Jr. (Engr ’61)
of Kailua, Hawaii, died May
27, 2020. He was in the Naval
ROTC, commissioned as an
ensign on June 3, 1961, and
served four years in the U.S.
Navy during the Vietnam War.
After completing his service,
he returned to the UVA engineering school to study for his
master’s degree from 1966 to
1968. He did not complete his
72 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E
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thesis, however, and returned
to work in Hawaii, where he
lived the rest of his life. He
worked at the Pearl Harbor
Naval Shipyard as an electrical and nuclear engineer for
31 years.
Robert Lloyd Estep (Col
’62, Law ’73 CM) of Rural
Retreat, Virginia, died March
28, 2020. At UVA, he was a
member of Phi Beta Kappa
and a Woodrow Wilson
Fellow. Mr. Estep taught high
school history and government before joining the U.S.
Army in 1966 and reaching
the rank of captain. He was
the honor graduate of his
class in the Army Special
Warfare school and served
in Vietnam from 1968 to
1969 as a member of the
special forces. After earning
his law degree, he practiced
in Chicago and Dallas until
his retirement. Mr. Estep
loved playing bridge, reading,
exploring the mountains and
valleys of Southwest Virginia,
and watching UVA football
and basketball. He especially
enjoyed going to the beach
with his extended family. He
loved his family, his country and his God. Survivors
include his wife, Elizabeth;
daughter Laura; four grandsons; and a sister.
Stephen Batson (Col ’64
CM) of Jacksonville, Florida,
died Feb. 7, 2021. Throughout
his life, he loved history, politics and religion. His faith led
him to earn a divinity degree
at the Episcopal Theological
Seminary in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and then to
ordination as an Episcopal
priest at the Cathedral of St.
John the Divine in New York
City. He served parishes in
New York and South Carolina

before retiring. He especially
loved spending time on Lake
Martin in Alabama.
John K. Whelan (Law ’65
CM) of Bronxville, New York,
died Feb. 4, 2021. After graduating from law school, Mr.
Whelan served in the U.S.
Army for two years. He had
a distinguished legal career,
most recently as a partner
with the Wall Street firm
Carter, Ledyard & Milburn.
Other than his time at UVA,
he was a lifetime New York
resident, living in Harlem,
Albany, Scarsdale and, for
the past 35 years, Bronxville.
Survivors include his children,
Anne-Marie and Christopher
Whelan (Col ’92 CM).
Judith Anne Wise Rosson
(Educ ’66) of Charlottesville
died Feb. 21, 2021. She graduated from Madison College
in 1959 before earning her
master’s in education at
UVA. Early education was her
passion. Many Stony Point
Elementary fir t- and second-grade students have her
to thank for their reading,
spelling and perfect time-telling skills. Ms. Rosson later
spent more than a decade
as the registrar for the UVA
School of Architecture, where
she made many friends and
helped scores of students navigate their college experience.
A devoted mother, she took
her four children on as many
adventures as she could. Ms.
Rosson and her husband, Ebb,
spent their leisure time at
North Carolina beaches and
climbing lighthouse steps. She
was an active member of
the Outer Banks Lighthouse
Society, Jamestowne Society
and the Col. Thomas Hughart
Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution. In

the Charlottesville community, she delivered Meals
on Wheels and was an avid
painter, seamstress, gardener and birder. Survivors
include four children, Dianne,
Douglas Rosson (Com ’93),
Susan and Nancy, and eight
grandchildren, including
Holland Cathey (Grad ’18).
Christine Davidson
Hohenstein (Nurs ’68 CM)
of Springfield, Virginia, died
Feb. 24, 2021. Shortly after
being sworn into the U.S. Navy
Nurse Corps, she joined the
USS Sanctuary, a hospital ship
in the war-zone waters off the
coast of Vietnam, where she
spent 12 months caring for
the wounded and Vietnamese
civilians. In 1979, she married
Capt. Clyde G. Hohenstein in
the chapel at the U.S. Naval
Academy. Ms. Hohenstein’s
military and civilian careers
spanned 40 years, the last 20
of which were spent in INOVA
Fairfax Hospital in Falls
Church, Virginia. She cared
for many heart patients in the
cardiac stepdown unit, where
she served as clinical leader.
Compassionate and generous
with her medical advice, she
was an extraordinary listener
and a source of comfort to
many in their times of need.
Ms. Hohenstein loved traveling and explored Europe,
Southeast Asia and the United
States. A favorite getaway was
to Loon Lake near Wayland,
New York, a place where
extended family would frequently gather. July Fourth
celebrations were especially
memorable. Passionate about
the arts, she was a talented
photographer, enjoyed many
kinds of music, played the
violin and sang with several
musical groups. She was a
devout Christian and found
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THOMAS F. FARRELL II | DEC. 1, 1954—APRIL 2, 2021

“If we can help, we have a responsibility to help,” Tom Farrell (Col
’76, Law ’79 CM) said in a profile
published in the Richmond TimesDispatch in 2017.
Farrell, a former UVA rector and member
of the Board of Visitors who died April 2, 2021,
lived up to that creed. The longtime president
and CEO of Dominion Energy was remembered as much for his community service and
philanthropy as for his colossal influence on
business, policymaking, civic life, higher education and the arts in Virginia.
Fa rrell grew up in Fa irfa x County a nd
earned a bachelor’s degree in rhetoric and
communication studies from UVA in 1976 and
a law degree in 1979. After 15 years as a litigator, he joined Dominion as general counsel in
1995. He was named president and chief operating officer in 2004 and president and chief
executive officer in 2006, and he was elected
chairman in 2007.
He oversaw a period of robust growth for
the company, which serves about 7 million
customers in several states.
Farrell served as UVA rector from 2005 to
2007 and on the Board of Visitors from 2001 to
2009. During his term as rector, the University
launched a $3 billion capital campaign.
“No alumnus demonstrated more loyalty
and devotion to the University than Tom—
remarkable by any standard, but even more
so given his responsibilities as CEO of such a
large corporation as Dominion Resources,” said

Former
UVA rector,
Dominion CEO
left imprint
on many
community
causes

Whitt Clement (Col ’70, Law ’74), vice rector of
the Board of Visitors.
Farrell served on an array of boards, including the trustees of the Virginia Museum
of Fine Arts and the Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation. He led the Virginia Governor’s
Commission on Higher Education Reform
and served on the State Council of Higher
Education for Virginia.
He a lso left a n imprint on the city of
Richmond by leading renovations of a performing arts center downtown and the Altria
Theater and by serving as co-chairman of the
UCI Road World Championships bicycle races
held there in 2015.
“It’s hard to think of an individual who has
had a greater impact on the growth and success
of our city in the 21st century more than Tom
Farrell,” Richmond Mayor Levar Stoney said.
Much of Farrell’s work at UVA took place
behind the scenes, said Pat Lampkin (Educ
’86), former vice president and chief student
affairs officer at the University. Farrell’s affection for UVA could be seen at football games,
where he enjoyed taking his grandchildren in
recent years, Lampkin said.
“To see his joy packing their stuffed animals into clear plastic bags so he could carry
them into the football stadium for them was to
see Tom’s heart.”
Fa rrell is survived by his wife, Anne
Garland (Educ ’77 CM), sons Peter (Col ’06
CM) and Stuart (Com ’07 CM), and brother
Timothy (Col ’78 CM). —Ed Miller

great meaning in God through
scripture and spiritual disciplines. Those who knew her
deeply loved her deeply. She
is survived by her husband,
Clyde; son Raymond; two
grandchildren; her mother;
and a sister.
James Meador (Col ’68 CM)
of Winnetka, Illinois, died
Dec. 1, 2020.

’70s

Phyllis Jean Bott
Steele (Educ ’70 CM) of
Winchester, Virginia, died
Jan. 18, 2021. A native of
Baker, West Virginia, she
graduated from Shepherd
University in 1959 and went
on to receive her master’s
degree from UVA. She taught
phys ed and driver’s education
at James Wood High School
for 33 years and sponsored
the cheerleading squad for
27 years. The fir t woman
inducted into the James
Wood Athletic Hall of Fame,
Ms. Steele was named State
Teacher of the Year in 1988.
Active in her community, she
served as president of the
Frederick County Retired
Teacher Association and the
Winchester Lioness Club,
and she was on the board of
directors of Winchester’s
American Red Cross. Active in
local garden clubs, she served
14 years on the board for the
Federation of Virginia Garden
Clubs and was also on the
board of the National Garden
Clubs of America. Ms. Steele
was honored to be national
chair of the Smokey Bear
Contest. Survivors include her
husband, Colin; two stepchildren, Colin and Calvert; and
two grandchildren.
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Nancy Anne Forbes (Col
’74) of Fairfax, Virginia,
died Jan. 16, 2021. She was a
member of UVA’s fir t coed
class, receiving a bachelor’s, magna cum laude, in
Spanish. Although her first
passion was literature, and
she went on to earn a master’s
in Spanish literature from
New York University in 1976,
she later discovered her love
of physics. She then earned
a bachelor’s and master’s
in that field from Columbia
University. Ms. Forbes had
a long career in government
and intelligence, working in science and technology analysis and policy. She
received an Exceptional
Performance Award during
her time with the Central
Intelligence Agency. Most
recently, she was employed
by SAIC as senior principal
systems engineer. She published two books: Imitation of
Life: How Biology Is Inspiring
Computing and, with Basil
Mahon, Faraday, Maxwell,
and the Electromagnetic
Field. She founded an informal dinner gathering to
discuss national security
topics at the Washington,
D.C., Cosmos Club and originated their Burns Night
Dinner to honor the Scottish
poet Robert Burns. Ms.
Forbes was a longtime member of the Association for
Women in Science and mentored women in the earlier
stages of their careers. She
was recently appointed to
the Alumni Association Board
of Directors of Columbia
Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences. Survivors include
her sister and many cousins
and friends.
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Robert Arthur Rankin
(Grad ’74 CM), of
Wilmington, North Carolina,
died Feb. 24, 2021. He earned
his bachelor’s degree from
Randolph-Macon College
before receiving his master’s
from UVA. Mr. Rankin was a
successful newspaper journalist for 40 years. He shared
a Pulitzer Prize for editorial
writing in 1983 as a member
of The Miami Herald editorial
board. He was lead writer of
a yearlong Pulitzer-winning
series of editorials that challenged the Reagan administration’s inhumane treatment
of Haitian refugees in South
Florida. He also won state,
regional and national journalism prizes with The Richmond
News Leader, Congressional
Quarterly, Philadelphia
Inquirer and Knight-Ridder
Newspapers. Mr. Rankin was
Knight-Ridder’s national
economics correspondent for
fi e years and its senior White
House correspondent covering the Clinton presidency for
more than fi e years. KnightRidder editors nominated his
writing for a Pulitzer Prize fi e
times, and from 2000 to 2006,
he was the organization’s
Washington bureau news editor overseeing coverage of the
White House, Congress, politics, elections and economics. Survivors include his son,
Benjamin John Rankin (Col
’06 CM); two granddaughters;
and a brother.

teaching and education. She
lived around the world with
her family, including the
Philippines and Hong Kong,
before her husband died in
1961. She resumed teaching in Elizabeth City, North
Carolina, and went on to earn
a master’s degree in special
education from East Carolina
University, where she joined
the faculty in the School of
Education. She received her
doctorate from UVA, specializing in learning disabilities. She loved helping
teachers learn how to help
children who might have different learning styles from
the standard methods. Dr.
Levey retired as an assistant
dean of the ECU School of
Education. Dr. Levey was an
active participant in multiple
educational organizations,
but Delta Kappa Gamma,
a professional society for
female educators promoting
excellence in education, was
especially important to her.
In addition to her professional accomplishments, she
was an active and devoted
mother to her children.
Survivors include her daughters, Tammara and Paige; and
three grandchildren.

Louise Elizabeth “Betty”
Ashton Levey (Educ ’75
CM) of Raleigh, North
Carolina, died Feb. 15,
2021. She graduated from
Willimantic State Teachers
College (now Eastern
Connecticut State University)
in 1951, the beginning of
a lifelong dedication to

Mary Tuck Echols (Grad
’76) of Staunton, Virginia,
died Dec. 28, 2020. She was a
painter and professor emerita of art at Mary Baldwin
University, where she taught
from 1968 to 1991 and built
art history into a full program.
She was the fir t woman to
earn a doctorate in art history

William J. Volonte (Col
’75 CM) of West New York,
New Jersey, died Feb. 5, 2021.
Survivors include his wife,
Jean Osnos; son David; and
a sister.

from UVA, with a specialty in
the Italian Renaissance. In
her retirement, she continued
to teach and paint. She was
a co-founder of the Beverley
Street Studio School and the
Co-Art Gallery in Staunton.
Karl Dommerich Lange
(Law ’78) of Stockbridge,
Massachusetts, died April
23, 2020. He graduated from
Phillips Exeter Academy and
Yale University before earning
his law degree from UVA. He
leaves no children and was
married briefl . In Southport,
Connecticut, where he lived
for many years, he loved
to sail and belonged to the
Pequot Yacht Club and volunteered to help youths in need
build boats. In Stockbridge,
Mr. Lange was active in the
Berkshire community hiking
groups and the Stockbridge
Library Book Club. He had
other affiliations that wer
connected to environment
and land preservation.
Survivors include two sisters,
a niece and a nephew.

’80s

Michael Bruce Cogswell
(Col ’83 CM) of New York
City died April 20, 2020. After
three semesters at UVA, he
dropped out to play music
professionally and spent the
next 18 years performing jazz,
swing, R&B and rock with
bands in Boston, Washington,
D.C., and Charlottesville. He
eventually returned to the
University, where he received
a bachelor’s in musicology.
After several years working in UVA’s Music Library
and performing with his own
group, The Mike Cogswell
Quartet, he left Charlottesville
to attend the University of
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North Texas in Denton. He
completed a master’s degree
in musicology focusing on free
jazz and worked in the school’s
music library archives. He
also played with the Pinky
Purington Big Band of Dallas.
In 1991, Mr. Cogswell moved
to New York City to process
Louis Armstrong’s personal
collection as an archivist at
Queens College. Over the
next 27 years, he established
the Armstrong Archives
and opened the Armstrong
home in Corona, New York,
now known as the Louis
Armstrong House Museum.
He also earned a master’s
in library science at Queens
College and published Louis
Armstrong: The Offstage Story
of Satchmo. As the founding executive director of the
museum, he spent the last
decade of his career working to build a $23 million
education center across the
street from the Armstrong
house. Scheduled to open in
2021, the center will hold the
archives, an exhibition gallery,
a jazz club, a performance
space and a museum store. It
broke ground in 2017, the year
before health issues caused
Mr. Cogswell’s retirement. He
is survived by his wife, Dale
VanDyke (Col ’74, Educ ’77),
and two brothers.

’90s

Lora Alexa Stuart Frisbie
(Col ’91, Educ ’91 CM) of
Metairie, Louisiana, died
Jan. 16, 2021, in Woodside,
California. At UVA, she was
a member of Kappa Delta,
a writer and editor for the
Cavalier Daily, and a DJ for
WUVA. She taught in San
Francisco’s public and private
schools, trained teachers,

created award-winning curricula for NASA & UC Berkeley’s
Bay Area Writing Project, and
published articles on exemplary practices in teaching
writing, math and science
for various publications. In
2009, Ms. Frisbie founded
Workshop Education, an
after-school program of
enrichment classes, which
serves thousands of students
across 10 elementary schools.
After her cancer diagnosis,
she wrote a book, Secrets
of Your Child’s Education.
She lived to help children. Survivors include her
husband, Rick Frisbie (Col
’90), and a son, Drake.
Jennifer Barbour Biller
(Col ’92) of New Market,
Virginia, died Dec 29, 2020.
She was a member of Alpha
Phi sorority at UVA, where
she majored in religious studies. She went on to receive
her master’s degree in education from James Madison
University in 1993 and
worked as a middle school
language arts teacher in
Harrisonburg. She had a successful Tupperware business
for nearly 15 years when her
children were very young.
In 2017, she returned to the
classroom as a middle school
gifted and talented instructor. She was an active member of the Timberville Church
of Christ, where she taught
children’s classes. Survivors
include her husband, Jerry;
children Virginia, Braxton
and Julia Biller (Nurs ’25);
siblings April Barbour (Col
’88 CM), Robert Barbour
(Engr ’90 CM) and John
Barbour (Col ’97); and niece
Maeve Barbour (Col ’19).

’10s

Megan Dow McPhee (Res
’15) of Roanoke, Virginia,
died March 5, 2021. After
earning her undergraduate
degree in biology and music
at The College of William &
Mary, she earned her medical degree from Eastern
Virginia Medical School. She
joined the U.S. Army in 1999,
from which she retired as
a major after 13 dedicated
years of service to her country and was given the honor
of a Superior Honorable
Discharge. A well-decorated offic , she received
many awards, including four
Cares Awards for excellence
during surgery, an Army
Achievement Medal and a
National Defense Service
Medal. After retiring from the
military, she went on to serve
a residency at UVA for psychiatric medicine. She most
recently worked as a forensic psychiatrist for Catawba
State Hospital. She leaves
behind a great and achievable
legacy for all her children, as
well as anyone willing to set
goals for themselves and pursue them tirelessly. Survivors
include her wife, Amanda
McPhee; children Jonathan,
Cameron, Conner and
Hannah; and her parents.

FACULTY
& FRIENDS
Judith Tustison Kovacs of
Charlottesville died Dec. 28,
2020. After graduating from
the College of Wooster in 1967,
she was accepted for the doctorate program at Columbia
University and Union
Theological Seminary. In
1969, she married her Wooster

classmate David Kovacs.
After a few more years in
New York and Massachusetts,
she and her husband moved
to Charlottesville for her
husband’s job in the UVA
Classics Department. Ms.
Kovacs also taught at the
University part-time until
her colleagues in religious
studies, realizing that she
was producing good scholarly
work, gave her a tenure-track
position. She was a lively and
much-loved teacher of the
New Testament (in Greek
and in English) and of those
Christian authors who wrote
in the early Christian centuries. A particular specialty was
the way the New Testament
books were understood in
later centuries down to the
20th century. Her scholarship
won many admirers both in
the U.S. and abroad. She took
particular satisfaction in having mentored young scholars working in the former
Eastern Bloc, whose interest in Christianity had been
officially d approved of. She
was a lively interlocutor who
valued everyone she talked
to, a teacher with a gift for
teaching critical scholarship
without destroying faith, an
intrepid traveler with a gift for
foreign languages, a stalwart
friend to countless people,
and a devoted and loving wife,
mother, sister, and grandmother. Survivors include her
husband; children Mark and
Ellen Kovacs Spangler (Col
’02 CM); four grandchildren;
and two sisters.
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More than two dozen students went
on hunger strike in 2012.

STARVATION FOR WAGES
13 days in a decadeslong battle
BY ED MILLER

L

i k e m a ny s t u d e n t - l e d
movements, the Living
Wage Campaign at UVA
waxed and waned over the
years as participants graduated and
moved on. Born out of a national
coalition of organized labor and academia, it began in 1998 with blue and
orange buttons calling for starting pay
of $8 an hour for the University’s lowest-paid employees—considered a living wage at the time and $1.50 more
than UVA was paying.
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The buttons soon became artifacts of the longest-running Living
Wage Campaign on a college campus. As the cost of living rose, the
intensity of activism did as well. It
reached its crescendo in 2012 with
what would become the highest-profile action of the 20-year movement: a
hunger strike by 26 students. It lasted
13 days, garnered national media
attention, and put a spotlight on a
University not usually regarded as a
hotbed of protest.

“ When we really started getting loud with the campaign here,
we had students say to us, ‘UVA students just don’t do activism. This
isn’t going to take off here, the way it
would someplace like [the University
of California,] Berkeley,’” says Emily
Filler (Grad ’17), a spokeswoman
and organizer for the 2012 campaign.
“In general, I found it to be untrue.
More people got involved than I
thought. More people became present. We started with 12 strikers and
we ended with 26.”
The 13th striker was a noteworthy addition: football player Joseph
Williams (Col ’14). A walk-on member of the scout team who had played
in just one game the previous year,
Williams was by no means a star.
But national media latched onto the
story. ESPN, Sports Illustrated, The
Washington Post, the Huffingto Post,
MSNBC, The Nation and other outlets
all wrote about Williams the athlete/
activist, a hybrid thought to be all but
extinct, as sports had become more
commercialized.
Williams was surprised by the
attention.
“I was aware that athletes generally had a platform,” he says. “I definitely did not think that I had any
kind of platform.”
His story was compelling.
Homeless at times growing up, he
moved 30 times between kindergarten and high school, and spent time
in juvenile detention before graduating at 16 from Dominion High School
in Sterling, Virginia, and winning an
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AccessUVa scholarship. A political
and social thought major, Williams
encountered students in his classes
who were striking and joined them.
It was the off-season, when players
add muscle. Williams was recovering
from an ankle injury but was expected
to maintain his nutrition and fitnes
like any other player.
Instead, he stopped eating.
THE IDEA OF a hunger strike grew
out of an awareness of the history of
the movement. Students involved
were well acquainted with a 2006
sit-in, when the demand was f or
$10.72 an hour. The “UVA 17” holed
up in Madison Hall for three days,
while other students rallied outside.
President John Casteen (Col ’65,
Grad ’66, ’70) met with them in the
wee hours on consecutive nights. At
7 p.m. on the third day, the students
were arrested.
That outcome convinced organizers that a different tactic was needed
in 2012.
“The sit-in didn’t last long. In
some ways, its limitedness was what
made us think about something like
a hunger strike,” Filler says. “A hunger strike by definition is something
where the longer it goes, the more the
urgency grows.”
“It really was a tactic to get attention,” says Shaka Clark (Col ’13),
one of the strike’s leaders: “It wasn’t
even the best tactic. It was just what
could we do to get the best attention.”
Months of planning went into
the strike. A 75-page report titled
“Keeping Our Promises” laid out the

ethical, social, legal and economic
arguments for paying a living wage.
Updated from a report completed in
2006, it gave a history of a movement
whose roots dated to a 1971 protest at
the Rotunda organized by the Black
Student Alliance.
The report also included worker
testimonies, with names changed to
protect potentially vulnerable staffers. From the beginning, getting
workers to openly participate had
been difficult. In November 1999,
Richelle Burress, a cashier at the
hospital caf eteria, was sent home
for wearing an “$8” button. Though
Burress was reinstated, some workers still feared retaliation.
Still, some joined the movement,
says Susan Fraiman, an English professor who was one of the founders of
the campaign in 1998.
Faculty members such as Fraiman
and others were the connective tissue that bound different iterations of
the campaign. They conducted teachins. They acted as advisers. Fraiman

served on the bargaining committee
that met with administrators in 2012.
“For many of us involved, it really
had to do with our ethical beliefs and
concern for our fellow workers at
UVA,” she says.
Many of those were women and
Black and brown workers who often
worked multiple jobs to get by. As far
back as 1996, the Muddy Floor Report,
a study commissioned by the Offic of
Equal Opportunity Programs, found
Football player Joseph Williams (Col ’14) lost
12 pounds during the strike.

Carl David Goette-Luciak (Col ’14,
Batten ’16) recalls the physical
havoc the strike wreaked.
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Students rally in front of the Rotunda
on Day 10 of the strike.

It wasn’t even the best
tactic. It was just what
could we do to get the
best attention.”

– Shaka Clark (Col ’13)



correlations among race, gender and
pay. Among housekeepers—half of
whom were Black and a majority were
women—roughly one-third were eligible for food stamps.
The city of Charlottesville adopted
a living wage ordinance in 2000. UVA
bumped up starting pay also—65
percent from 2006 to 2012—but the
increases didn’t apply to contractors and remained shy of the living
wage as calculated by the Economic
Policy Institute. On Feb. 18, 2012, students launched the strike, demanding a starting wage of $13. UVA was
paying $10.65.
They began with high hopes.
President Teresa A. Sullivan, a sociologist and scholar of labor f orce
demography, had written about the
importance of a living wage for work
to be meaningf ul and rewarding,
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calling it a “necessary condition for
self-actualization.”
As president, however, Sullivan
talked of budget realities and the
need to evaluate changes in the salary structure “within the context of
all of the University’s priorities and
financial need .”
Talks failed to move the needle. A
meeting with Sullivan on the morning of Day 10 yielded no progress.
That afternoon, strikers rallied in
front of the Rotunda and then led
100-odd chanting students, community members and faculty across
University Avenue to Madison Hall,
where they were denied entry by UVA
police. Strikers had been going about
their academic and other business as
much as possible. A video of the rally
shows strikers bundled in winter gear
as the occasional jogger passes by in
shorts and a T-shirt on a mild March
af ternoon. They sounded raspyvoiced and tired.
The strike was wreaking physical havoc on everyone who participated, says striker Carl David
Goette-Luciak (Col ’14, Batten ’16).
“I remember being cold all the time.
Even if I was wearing five layers of
clothing and sitting next to a fireplace ”
The football player Williams lost
12 pounds.

The strike ended af ter Day 13.
Students declared victory, satisfied
that they’d made their voices heard,
and forced the University to acknowledge their campaign.
Williams would leave the football team that summer—not because
of the strike but because he’d been
accepted into the rigorous accelerated master’s program at the Batten
School and didn’t think he could balance the two. Ultimately, he would
leave the program and withdraw from
school for a year. To pay the bills, he
worked alongside the workers for
whom he’d gone on strike. A couple of
years after he graduated and moved to
Los Angeles, one of them sent a $100
bill and a note of thanks, he says.
“To this day, I have no idea how
they found me,” he says.
In May 2012, UVA raised its starting wage from $10.65 to $11.30. As
with previous bumps, the administration did not acknowledge any role
by the campaign.
The raise again did not apply to
contractors and was not indexed to
inflation. It would be another seven
years before President James E. Ryan
(Law ’92) announced a living wage of
$15. The wage was later extended to 90
percent of University contractors.
Though there was nothing as
high-prof ile as a hunger strike
after 2012, the work of the Living
Wage Campaign had continued in
the interim.
Filler says that in retrospect, one
of the legacies of the strike is that its
demands weren’t really radical.
“Everything we were told was
impossible, almost all of that is now
[in place] at UVA, and it’s considered
mainstream.”
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Sally Du Bose Real Estate
FARMS • ESTATES • RESIDENTIAL • BUYER REPRESENTATION
LD
SO

LD
SO

Glenmore lot, lake front views,
ample walking trails $225,000

Ivy, full walk-out basement, screened porch
$708,500

g
din
Pen

g
din
Pen

Bellair, ideal location near Birdwood,
UVA and Farmington $1,750,000

g
din
Pen

Cascadia, First fl or master,
open concept living $480,000

LD
SO

Greencroft ountry Club, one level living
with the fi est of details $1,250,000

City living, close to Pen Park, & Downtown
$550,000

g
din
Pen

Earlysville, light-filled, brick, ranch style
home $325,000

Investment property close to UVA Law School,
Darden, & JPJ $225,000

Walking distance of UVA Medical Center,
and Grounds $389,000

sallydubose.com
505 Faulconer Drive . One Boar’s Head Point . Charlottesville, VA . 434.293.2828
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Sally Du Bose Real Estate
Near Downtown/ 5th St.
Light filled, open concept
home located on a quiet culde-sac. Beautiful gourmet
kitchen w/ island seating,
granite countertops, wine
rack, ample storage, walk-in
pantry, and stainless-steel
appliances. The kitchen opens
to large family room and
screened in porch w/ speakers, and fi e pit--- perfect for
entertaining. $1,050,0000

Town home near UVA - Enjoy the patio in this
two-bedroom brick townhouse with garage. Walking
distance to University grounds, JPJ Arena and UVA’s
new Orthopedic Center. $425,000

Downtown Condo - Easy living or ideal investment
property with ample parking. 1 bedroom, 1 bath
with balcony, updated kitchen with stainless steel
appliances. $189,000

sallydubose.com
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Farms • Estates • Residential

Wintergreen Resort with Mountain Views
Custom-built Wintergreen home overlooking Shenandoah National Park consisting of main
house, annex, and above garage studio. The Main residence boasts vaulted ceilings with
wormy chestnut paneling, Italian marble, custom painted sinks, handcrafted fi eplaces, three
cedar closets, built-in cabinets and wrap around porch. Separate annex consists of fourth
bedroom, full bath, living room and kitchenette with laundry. Above garage studio with
more sleeping space, gas fi eplace, and full bath. Amazing opportunity to own your own
Wintergreen retreat. $1,550,000

Sally Du Bose

Principal broker
(Educ. ’81), Univ. of Denver (M.S. ’82)

434.981.0289 | sally@sallydubose.com
According to customer feedback
5 Star customer rating
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