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Quirk Hotel encourages curiosity for the unique,
inspiring and beautiful. A momentous tribute to the
art, culture and history that makes each stay
everything but usual. Quirk Hotel is the first boutique
art hotel to be established in Charlottesville's historic
downtown.

499 WEST MAIN STREET, CHARLOTTESVILLE VIRGINIA 22902
434-729-1234 I DESTINATIONHOTELS.COM/QUIRK-CHARLOTTESVILLE I QUIRKHOTELCVA
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A MODERN
FARMHOUSE
SITED
ON 25 ROLLING
/ STRONG
w/ STRONG
VIEWS VIEWS
A MODERN
FARMHOUSE
SITED ON
25 ROLLING
ACRES wACRES

1451 SMOKEHOUSE
1451 SMOKEHOUSE
COURT
COURT
• $1,595,000
• $1,595,000
Sited on one
Sited
of on
the one
1st parcels
of the 1st
to sell
parcels
in Fray’s
to sellGrant,
in Fray’s
thisGrant,
elegantthis
farmhouse
elegant farmhouse
features a 1st
features
floor a 1st floor
master as well
master
as 4asmore
wellspacious
as 4 morebedrooms
spacious upstairs.
bedroomsUpon
upstairs.
entering
Upon
theentering
house, the
youhouse,
are greeted
you are
with
greeted with
soaring ceilings,
soaring
fireplace
ceilings,
and
fireplace
exposed
and
beams.
exposed
Thebeams.
lower level
The lower
boastslevel
an incredible
boasts an bar
incredible
and all-around
bar and all-around
casual entertaining
casual entertaining
space, plusspace,
full bath.
plusThe
fullspace
bath. over
The the
space
garage
over could
the garage
be ancould
apartment.
be an apartment.
The land The land
is fenced foris horses
fencedand
for horses
there isand
a serviceable
there is a serviceable
barn with tack/feed
barn withroom.
tack/feed
The room.
acreageThe
is comprised
acreage is comprised
of 2
of 2
separate, buildable
separate,lots.
buildable
Truly, lots.
this lot
Truly,
is stunning,
this lot iswith
stunning,
water with
& mountain
water & views
mountain
plus sweeping
views plusvistas
sweeping vistas
of the surrounding
of the surrounding
countryside.
countryside.
Rebecca White
Rebecca
(434)
White
531-5097
(434) or
531-5097
Loring Woodriff
or Loring(434)
Woodriff
466-2992
(434) 466-2992

CLASSIC
CLASSIC
BRICK CUSTOM
BRICK CUSTOM
ON 5 PRIVATE
ON 5 PRIVATE
ACRES IN
ACRES
FARMINGTON
IN FARMINGTON

690 IVY690
LANE
IVY LANE
• $2,600,000
• $2,600,000
This classic,This
stately
classic,
brickstately
custom,
brick
built
custom,
in 2001
built
onin
5 park-like
2001 on 5acres,
park-like
& tucked
acres,away
& tucked
on a quiet
awaycul-deon a quiet cul-desac in Farmington,
sac in Farmington,
is the perfect
is the
combination
perfect combination
of comfort of
&comfort
luxury, offering
& luxury,
a modern
offeringfloor
a modern
plan incl’
floor plan incl’
1st floor master,
1st floor
great
master,
flow for
great
entertaining
flow for entertaining
& casual living,
& casual
& plenty
living,of&room
plenty
forofwork/homeschool
room for work/homeschool
needs. 5 spacious
needs. 5bedrooms,
spacious bedrooms,
5.5 baths, gourmet
5.5 baths,kitchen,
gourmet
soaring
kitchen,
ceilings,
soaring
floor-to-ceiling
ceilings, floor-to-ceiling
windows windows
for premium
forlight,
premium
a finished,
light, awalk-out
finished,lower
walk-out
level lower
that would
level that
make
would
a great
make
guest
a great
suite guest
or playroom
suite or playroom
for the kids.for
Serene,
the kids.
private
Serene,
setting
private
w/ charming
setting w/garden
charming
spaces,
garden
rolling
spaces,
lawn,
rolling
quaint
lawn,
pond,
quaint
& plenty
pond,of& plenty of
level yard for
level
play.
yard
Exceptional
for play. Exceptional
offering justoffering
mins tojust
UVA
mins
& to
Downtown.
UVA & Downtown.
Sally Neill (434)
Sally Neill
531-9941
(434) 531-9941
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HISTORICHISTORIC
FARMHOUSE
FARMHOUSE
PLUS 2 MORE
PLUS DWELLINGS
2 MORE DWELLINGS
ON 25 ACRES
ON 25 ACRES STUNNINGSTUNNING
GLENMORE
GLENMORE
HOME w/ MTN
HOME
VIEWS
w/ MTN VIEWS

3410 RIDGE
3410ROAD
RIDGE ROAD
$2,700,000
$2,700,000
BrinningtonBrinnington
Farm is aFarm
magical
is a magical
residence set
residence
on overset25onacres
over&25 acres &
is the original
is thehomestead
original homestead
of the
of the
Henry family
Henry(Patrick
family Henry).
(Patrick Henry).
Built circaBuilt
1750,
circathe1750,
property
the property
holds lots of
holds
history
lots and
of history
has been
and has been
expanded and
expanded
renovated
and renovated
through through
the years. Magnificent
the years. Magnificent
Blue RidgeBlue Ridge
3161 PRESTWICK
3161 PRESTWICK
PLACE • PLACE
$1,199,000
• $1,199,000
views, kitchen
views, and
kitchen
livingandarealivingStunning
area 4 Stunning
level updated
4 level
Glenmore
updatedhome
Glenmore
loadedhome
w/ loaded w/
upgrades situated
upgrades
on a situated
quiet cul-de-sac.
on a quiet
Enjoy
cul-de-sac.
sunset Enjoy
views sunset views
opens outopens
to beautiful
out to covered
beautiful covered
overlooking
overlooking Mountain,
Monticello Montalto
Mountain,& Montalto
Carters & Carters
patio and back
patioyard.
and Multiple
back yard.add’l
Multiple
add’l Monticello
Mountain w/Mountain
decks on 3w/levels.
decksThe
on home
3 levels.
boasts
The 5home
bedsboasts
&
5 beds &
buildings; guest
buildings;
house,
guest
newly
house,
renovated
newly pool
renovated
house,pool
newhouse,
constructed
new constructed
barn, barn barn,
w/ apartment
barn w/ apartment
private office private
w/ spectacular
office w/panoramic
spectacularviews.
panoramic
Kitchen
views.
has Kitchen has
building and
building
multiple
andother
multiple
garages/barns.
other garages/barns.
Towering hardwoods
Towering hardwoods
shading level
shading
lawn,level
endless
lawn, been
endless
thoughtfully
been redesigned
thoughtfully
w/redesigned
quartzite counters
w/ quartzite
& Jenncounters & JennAir appliances.
AirSpacious
appliances.
master
Spacious
suite w/
master
newly
suite
renovated
w/ newly renovated
boxwoods, boxwoods,
hardscaping,
hardscaping,
and vegetable
andgarden.
vegetable
Reidar
garden.
Stiernstrand
Reidar Stiernstrand
(434) 284-3005.
(434) MLS#
284-3005.
610715
MLS# 610715
spa-like bath spa-like
& large bath
deck.&Jamie
large Waller
deck. Jamie
(407) Waller
694-8988
(407) 694-8988

PRISTINE 45
PRISTINE
ACRE FARM
45 ACRE
15 MINS
FARMTO
15TOWN
MINS TO TOWN
120 ACRE120
ESTATE
ACREON
ESTATE
THE RESERVOIR
ON THE RESERVOIR
PREMIUM PREMIUM
12 ACRES12
ATACRES
BUNDORAN
AT BUNDORAN
FARM
FARM

3612 ROLLING
3612 ROLLING
ROAD • $1,750,000
ROAD • $1,750,000 ROUND HILL
ROUND
FARM
HILL
• $5,450,000
FARM • $5,450,000

0 HIGHTOP
0 HIGHTOP
DRIVE • DRIVE
$875,000• $875,000

This immaculate
This 4immaculate
bedroom w/
4 bedroom
open floorw/plan
openoverlooks
floor planWith
overlooks
staggering,
With panoramic
staggering, Blue
panoramic
Ridge Blue
viewsRidge
on The
views
home
onsiteThe
of this
home
parcel
siteisofsecluded
this parcel
yetisprovides
secludedsweeping,
yet provides sweeping,
rolling, manicured
rolling,
fields
manicured
traversedfields
by Quarry
traversed
Creek
by Quarry
& dottedCreek
by &
display
dotted by
as soon
displayas asonesoon
passes
as through
one passes
the through
entrancethepanoramic
entrance views
panoramic
of nearby
views
hillsides
of nearby
as well
hillsides
as distant
as well
pastures
as distant pastures
sycamores & oaks.
sycamores
Systems
& in
oaks.
theSystems
home areinofthe
highest
homequality
are of highest
& gates
quality
&&beyond,
gates &
Round
beyond,
Hill Round
Farm isHilltruly
Farm
a rare
is truly
rolling
a rare
on torolling
the mountains
on to thebeyond.
mountains
Wooded
beyond.
portion
Wooded
of portion of
efficiency. The efficiency.
main house
The
is enhanced
main house
byisa enhanced
studio w/ by
kitchen
a studio
& w/opportunity:
kitchen & opportunity:
A manicuredA country
manicured
estate
country
fronting
estate
the fronting
the acreage
the incl’
the acreage
many massive
incl’ many
hardwoods
massive &hardwoods
provides & provides
full bath plus well-constructed
full bath plus well-constructed
multi-use barn.multi-use
House overlooks
barn. House
Rivanna
overlooksReservoir
Rivanna& Reservoir
moments &to moments
town. The
to c.town.
1940 The
a privacy-protecting
c. 1940 a privacy-protecting
backdrop from
backdrop
which to
from
takewhich
in theto take in the
incredible equestrian
incredible
arena
equestrian
& acreage
arena
is fenced
& acreage
& cross-fenced
is fenced & cross-fenced
brick home brick
offers home
an ideal
offers
balance
an ideal
of entertaining
balance of entertaining
& views. Electric
& views.
& fiber
Electric
optic &
internet
fiber optic
to theinternet
lot. Enjoy
to the
access
lot. Enjoy access
w/ finest materials.
w/ finest
6 division
materials.
rights
6 division
& ideal vineyard
rights & site!
idealBunny
vineyardcasual
site! Bunny
spacescasual
open spaces
to the open
large,tomodern
the large,
kitchen.
modern
Thekitchen.
to 14 miles
The oftohiking
14 miles
trails
of across
hiking2,300
trails acres
acrossof2,300
Bundoran
acres of Bundoran
Gibbons (434)Gibbons
466-9940
(434)
or Loring
466-9940
Woodriff
or Loring
(434)Woodriff
466-2992
(434)pool’s
466-2992
settingpool’s
is framed
settingbyis the
framed
views.
by MLS#
the views.
572196
MLS#
Farm.
572196
15 minsFarm.
from15
Charlottesville
mins from Charlottesville
& UVA. MLS#
& 610554
UVA. MLS# 610554

LUXURIOUS
LUXURIOUS
6 BEDROOM
6 BEDROOM
IN ASHCROFT
IN ASHCROFT
CIRCA 1856
FARMHOUSE
EPITOMIZES
SOUTHERN
CHARM &
HOSPITALITY
CIRCA
1856 FARMHOUSE
EPITOMIZES
SOUTHERN
CHARM
& HOSPITALITY

INN AT MONTICELLO
INN AT MONTICELLO
$1,495,000
$1,495,000
An ideal property
An idealif property
you’re seeking
if you’re seeking
the highlythe coveted
highly farmhouse
coveted farmhouse
vibe plus detached
vibe plusGuest
detached
Cottage
Guest Cottage
within 2 miles
withinof 2Charlottesville’s
miles of Charlottesville’s
DowntownDowntown
and only 4and
miles
only
from
4 miles from
UVA’s Grounds
UVA’s&Grounds
Medical &
Center.
Medical Center.
“Gabrielle”“Gabrielle”
offers the perfect
offers the
blend
perfect blend
of historicof charm
historic& charm
modern
& modern
1813 LOCUST
1813SHADE
LOCUST
COURT
SHADE• COURT
$1,150,000
• $1,150,000
amenities, including
amenities,chef
including
’s kitchen,
chef ’s kitchen,
With breathtaking
With views
breathtaking
of Monticello
views of
from
Monticello
almost every
fromrm
almost every rm
& exceptional&craftsmanship
exceptional craftsmanship
throughout, this
throughout,
magnificent
this magnificent
top notch top
finishes,
notchposh
finishes,
en suite
posh en suite
home offers ahome
1st floor
offersmaster,
a 1st floor
eat-inmaster,
kitcheneat-in
w/ Brazilian
kitchen w/ Brazilian
bathrooms,bathrooms,
high speedhigh
internet
speed internet
cherry floors &
cherry
cabinets,
floorsformal
& cabinets,
diningformal
room, dining
& guestroom,
suite & guest suite
access
access
living
& 1-level
w/ separate
living w/
master
separate
BR wing
master
(c.BR
2008).
wingNestled
(c. 2008).
on its
Nestled
4.6 acre
onverdant
its 4.6 acre
grounds,
verdant grounds,
w/ rec room on
w/ 3rd
rec room
floor. Terrace
on 3rd floor.
level incl’
Terrace
an in-law
level incl’
suite,
an in-law
suite,& 1-level
“Gabrielle”
showcases the
showcases
perfect the
balance
perfect
of balance
historic of
design
historic
& quality
design craftsmanship
& quality craftsmanship
to create a to create a
theater room, theater
fireplace,
room,
& recfireplace,
room w/&fully
rec room
equipped
w/ fully
kitchen.
equipped“Gabrielle”
kitchen.
Enjoy side porch
Enjoy
w/side
pergola,
porchdeck,
w/ pergola,
stone patio
deck,w/stone
firepit,
patio
& w/ firepit,
&
new standard
newinstandard
approachable
in approachable
luxury living.
luxury
Tommy
living.
Brannock
Tommy (434)
Brannock
981-1486.
(434) 981-1486.
MLS# 602513
MLS# 602513
3-car garage. Inessa
3-car garage.
TelefusInessa
(434) Telefus
989-1559.
(434)
MLS#
989-1559.
612775MLS# 612775

401 Park Street
401 Park Street
Charlottesville,
Charlottesville,
VA 22902VA 22902

(434) 977-4005
(434) 977-4005
info@loringwoodriff.com
info@loringwoodriff.com
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Amid the fervor of the Great War, UVA
rid itself of a journalism school and
the pacifist it rode in on.

For 30 years, UVA’s scrambling
Pep Band managed to stay one
punchline ahead of the authorities.

BY ED MILLER

BY ED MILLER

Peace Out

Died Laughing

ON THE COVER

The Pep Band’s familiar vest and halftime
accoutrements. Illustration by Heather Landis.
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Time Capsule
For the debut of an
occasional series, we
asked alumni to name
their favorite college
musical acts. They hated
having to choose just one.
BY JUDY LE

Carr’s Hill Reopens

Take an inside look at Carr’s
Hill, which reopened last year
after extensive renovation, at
uvamag.com/carrshill.

A Harrowing True Story

DEPARTMENTS
8 Letters
17 UDigest
20 Around Alumni Hall

Georgia Hunter (Col ’00)
spent a decade researching
her bestselling debut novel
based on her family’s escape
from the Holocaust. Read
more about her story at
uvamag.com/luckyones.

24 Discovery
26 Student Life
28 Alumni
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76

Retrospect
For men’s basketball,
topping the rankings—
even making it to the
Final Four—was always
just talk, until 1981.
BY ED MILLER

56 From UVA’s President
58 Contributing Members
60 Time Capsule
63 Class Notes
70 In Memoriam
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A Flight Forgotten

The Aviator is a familiar
statue on Grounds, but how
much do you know about it?
Read a brief history of the
tribute to a World War I pilot
at uvamag.com/aviator.
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503 Faulconer
503Drive
Faulconer Drive
Charlottesville
Charlottesville
· VA · 22903· VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131
p: 434.295.1131
f: 434.293.7377
f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com

MCL
M
EAN
CLF
EAN
AULCONER
FandAULCONER
INC. INC.
Farm, Estate
Farm,
andEstate
Residential
Residential
Brokers Brokers

NAME

NAME

Lorem ipsum
Lorem
doloripsum
sit amet,
dolor
hassit amet, has
an omnis interesset.
an omnisVide
interesset.
clita Vide clita
complectiturcomplectitur
et ius, vim euripidis
et ius, vim euripidis
adversariumadversarium
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
id,
id,
te per harum
te placerat
per harum
volutpat.
placerat volutpat.
Iriure facilisIriure
ne! complectitur
facilis ne! complectitur
et
et
ius, vim KESWICK
euripidis
ius, vim
adversarium
euripidis
adversarium
RIVANDALE
RIVANDALE
FARM ◆ $3,795,000
FARM ◆ $3,795,000
KESWICK
COUNTRY
COUNTRY
CLUB ◆ $4,200,000
CLUB ◆ $4,200,000
vituperatoribus
id, te
pernewly
harum
id, te
per harum
oasis of An
tranquility
oasis of &
tranquility
fine country
& fine
living
country
withinliving
20 miles
within
of 20
Charmiles of CharBordering vituperatoribus
Bordering
newly
constructed
constructed
Pete
Dye Pete
golf course
Dye golf
andcourse
a lake,and An
a lake,
NAME
NAME
placerat
volutpat.
placerat
volutpat.
facilis
lottesville,
lottesville,
miles to14
airport.
miles 177
to airport.
very private
177
very
acresprivate
with
completely
acres with completely
within the
within
gatedIriure
the
community
gatedIriure
community
of facilis
5-star Keswick
of 5-starEstates
Keswick
Club,
Estates
is Club,
is 14
ipsum
Lorem
dolor
ipsum
sit amet,
dolor
hassitanamet,
omnis
has
interan omnis
interne!
blah
ne!
blah
blah
blahblah
blah blah
blah
updated
1901 classic
circaLorem
1901
4-bedroom
classic
4-bedroom
Virginia
farmhouse.
Virginia
farmhouse.
Beautifully
Beautifully
this blah
magnificent,
thisblah
magnificent,
quality-built,
quality-built,
5-bedroom
5-bedroom
residence with
residence
over withupdated
over circa
esset.gunite
Vide pool,
esset.
clita
complectitur
Vide
clita
complectitur
et
ius, vim
et
ius, vim
euripivblah
blah
vblah
MLS#533291
blah
blahfeet.
MLS#533291
landscaped, landscaped,
large gunitelarge
pool,
12-stall
stable,
12-stall
barns,
stable,
and
sheds.
barns,
Rivandale
andeuripisheds.
Rivandale
11,000blah
finished
11,000
square
finished
square
Constructed
feet. Constructed
of the finest
of the
materials
finest materials
disand
adversarium
disand
adversarium
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
id,
te per harum
id, te per harum
$1,145,000
$1,145,000
Stevecraftsmanship
McLean
Steve
McLean
is in impeccable
is in impeccable
condition
condition
has high
speed
has internet!
high speed
MLS#609244
internet!
MLS#609244
and craftsmanship
and
with
attention
with toattention
every detail.
to everyMLS#603398
detail. MLS#603398
placerat volutpat.
placerat
Iriure
volutpat.
facilisIriure
ne! MLS#533291
facilis ne! MLS#533291
434.981.1863
434.981.1863
www.RivandaleVA.com
www.RivandaleVA.com
www.FairwayDriveatKewsick.com
www.FairwayDriveatKewsick.com
$1,145,000 $1,145,000
Steve McLean
Steve
434.981.1863
McLean 434.981.1863

WALNUTWALNUT
HILLS
HILLS
NAME◆ $3,490,000
NAME◆ $3,490,000

AVENTADOR
AVENTADOR
◆ $4,750,000
◆ $4,750,000 TOTIER HILLS
TOTIER
FARM
HILLS
◆ $2,700,000
FARM ◆ $2,700,000
NAME
NAME
NAME
NAME

HISTORIC
HISTORIC
Georgian
Revival
Georgian
mansion
Revival
built
mansion
Like-new
built
Georgian
Like-new
home,
Georgian
over
home,
10,000
over
finished
10,000
Exquisite
finished
brick
Exquisite
mansion,
superb
mansion,
quality
superb
construcquality
construcLorem
ipsum
Lorem
dolor
ipsum
sit amet,
dolor
hassitan
amet,
omnis
has
interan
omnis
Lorem
interipsum
Lorem
doloripsum
sit
amet,
dolor
hassit
anamet,
omnis
has
interan omnis
Lorem
interipsum
Lorem
dolor
ipsum
sitbrick
amet,
dolor
hassit
anamet,
omnis
has
interan omnis
interc.1878Vide
by Gov.
c.1878
James
byKemper
Gov.
James
on
Kemper
splendid
acres,
splendid
square
acres,
feet,esset.
square
6 bedrooms,
feet,clita
6 6bedrooms,
full
6half
fulleuripiand
half
tioneuripibaths,
and
features
tion and
in
over
features
9,000
infin.
sf.9,000
on
98euripifin.
sf. on
98euripigently
esset.
esset.
clita
complectitur
Vide
clita
complectitur
et373
ius,
vimoneuripiet373
ius,
vim
esset.
euripiVide
clita
complectitur
Vide
complectitur
etand
ius,2vim
etbaths,
ius,2vim
esset.
Vide
esset.
clita
complectitur
Vide
clita
complectitur
etover
ius,
vim
etgently
ius,
vim
guest
cottage,
guest
and
cottage,
a complement
andvituperatoribus
a complement
of
buildings.
of
main-level
buildings.
main-level
master,
guest
master,
home.
guest
acres,
rolling
acres,
acresdis
rolling
with
total
acres
privacy,
withvituperatoribus
total
stream,
privacy,
stream,
5 and
dis
adversarium
dis
adversarium
vituperatoribus
id,farm
te per
harum
id,farm
te per
dis
harum
adversarium
dis
adversarium
vituperatoribus
vituperatoribus
id,
te296+
perhome.
harum
id, te296+
per
dis
harum
adversarium
adversarium
vituperatoribus
id,
teand
per pond.
harum
id, te
per pond.
harum5
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The Stacks come down
Masks go up
And life goes on

CLEARING THE SHELVES

At first, Sanjay Suchak’s image, on Pages
30 and 31, of our beloved Alderman
Library’s facade stripped away, its
remains as rubble, cinderblock and brick
covered by gray dust, hit me like a gut
punch. For a thousand late, long nights,
those stacks were my refuge. My habitual
study carrel was a portal, opening up
possibilities, cheering me on to decipher
inscrutable texts, to solve equations
that sometimes seemed to mock me. It
offered relief from annoying roommates;
from cramped dorm rooms, dim lighting
and questionable hygiene; from uninvited
distractions. Its long stacks invited me
to roam, to treasure hunt, promising a
delectable treat reserved only for those
who survived quests, which many may
attempt but few conquer.
As the late afternoon bathed Alderman
Library’s stripped facade with long
shadows cast, I felt uplifted. Its scar
became a promise. It became a canvas
onto which UVA’s future can be laid
down by students, scholars, anyone with
a thirst for knowledge, an appetite for
becoming part of a better world. I miss
those stacks. But I know that they are
becoming redefined for a new era. Just as
they welcomed me as a naive, wide-eyed
first-year, new classes will discover their
own portal into new worlds, whether in
physical or virtual environments. Thank
you, UVA, for preparing for a bold future
while remaining grounded in Thomas
Jefferson’s Academical Village, whose
light still burns bright.
Jeffrey H. Toney (Col ’81)
Scotch Plains, New Jersey
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SORT OF OPEN

[Comment from website] I confess that I
expected a rah-rah piece of puffery about
how well UVA was tackling the pandemic
challenge—one I would simply skim-read.
8 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E
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Instead I found a refreshingly frank look at
how difficult it has been for the University
to navigate this pandemic. Thank you for
bravely publishing this look at the current
realities of trying to keep the doors semiopen at the university level.
Bonnie Price Lofton
Ruckersville, Virginia

BOV
BLESSES
RACIAL
EQUITY
PLAN

WY NST ON EST ATE

THE ULTIMAT E SANCTUA
RY FOR THOSE IN
SEARCH OF A RETREAT
LOCATED ONLY
OR PERMAN ENT RESIDEN
20 MINUTES NORTH
CE.
OF CHARLOT TESVILLE
SERVICE S AT UVA
WITH EXCEPTIO NAL
AND 90 MINUTES
HEALTH
FROM WASHING TON
EITHER. ~ MLS 598150
DC, THE LOCATIO
N IS PERFECT FOR

EAT, EAT, DARLINGS

PROPERTY FEATU
RES

Like most of us, my wife, Robyn, and I are
cooped up and suffering from cabin fever
due to COVID-19. Since we are beyond
bored and Robyn loves to cook, she
decided to try her hand at the recipe for
picadillo that Lynna Martinez shared with
your readers in the Winter 2020 issue.
It was fabulous! Robyn made enough for
us to eat it three consecutive nights, and
we highly recommend everyone make a
potful. Thank you, Lynna, for sharing. If we
are ever in your area, you can be assured
we will visit your restaurant and work our
way through the menu.
Carl Markowitz (Com ’67)
Palmyra, Virginia
7,477 SQUARE FEET
4 BEDROO M, 7.5 BATHROO
MS
2 ATTACHE D MASTER
BATHROO MS
32.42 ACRES
7477 FINISHED SQUARE
FEET
13,437 TOTAL SQUARE
FEET
VAULTED /CATHED
RAL CEILINGS

BOV BLESSES RACIAL
EQUITY PLAN

MATTH EW WOOD SON

REALTOR ®
(434) 960-5187
matthew woodson va@gma
il.com

VIEW LISTING ON
LINE

I am appalled and saddened by the racial
equity plan. It copies the latest fad, with
no original thinking. It excoriates people
who held views contrary to today’s interpretation, though they are no longer alive
to defend themselves.
It rebukes the Confederacy for its
support for slavery. Lincoln said to restore
the union he would free all the slaves or
none of them. His emancipation covered
only the Confederate states. Most
Confederate soldiers did not own slaves.
Robert E. Lee was offered command of
the Union armies before he chose loyalty
to Virginia. Virginia was an integral part
of the Confederacy, with its capital in
Richmond.
The Black essayist Thomas Sowell

More diversity,
less Confederacy

Racial Equity Task Force
days after UVA President
members Ian H. Solomon,
memorandum for the BOV,
James E. Ryan (Law ’92)
Barbara Brown Wilson
highlighting the direction
impaneled a three-person
and Kevin G. McDonald
they planned to take. The
Racial Equity Task Force,
portion devoted to the Racial
encouraging it to move
fast and think
Equity Task Force’s recommenda
boldly in offering recommenda
tions
tions. That
took
up
five
of
the document’s 17 pages.
was in June, in the aftermath
of George
The rest concerned historic
Floyd’s death at the knee
landscape,
of a Minneapolis
the more concrete and immediate
police officer, an event that
Board
caused racial
to-do items. They were also
tensions around the country
the ones that
and at UVA
required Board approval;
to snap.
the preliminary contours of a racial
Even so, both Ryan and the
equity strategy
task force
did not. There, the administratio
members say the reforms
n simply
were a long time
sought, and got, Board affirmation.
coming. “Yes, perhaps the
most recent
trigger was the murder of
George Floyd
JEFFERSON IN CONTEXT
and a whole summer of other
caught-onThe Board approved
video illustrations of continuing
five historic
police
landscape
matters:
brutality and anti-Black
three related to
racism in this
Confederate memorials on
country,” says task force
Grounds; one
member Ian
seeking removal of a statue
H. Solomon, dean of the
celebrating
Frank Batten
George Rogers Clark as
School of Leadership and
a subjugator of
Public Policy.
American Indians; and a
“Our report does a pretty
proposal to congood job of saytextualize the Thomas Jefferson
ing that none of these issues
statue
are new. We
on the north plaza of the
document 50 years of these
Rotunda,
facing
issues being
University Avenue.
raised” at UVA.
“People
hear, ‘contextualize Jefferson,’
Indeed, the issues concerning
UVA’s
and they think, well, all we
“historic landscape,” the
want to do is
phrase used
put up the fact that he was
to encompass institutional
a slave owner,
names and
but
that’s
not
actually
memorials, have percolated
the case at all,” Ryan
for some
told Virginia Magazine.
time. In advance of the
He describes
vote, Ryan
UVA’s founder as “an outsized
and his top vice presidents
version of
prepared a
the human condition,” both
in his soaring

I READ WITH INTEREST
T piece “BOV Blesses
your
Racial Equity Plan.”
Although I agree that
the plan is a long time
coming, I am grateful that
the University is finally—
and publicly—taking
necessary steps to begin
to seriously address
and dismantle a white
supremacist system, and
our role—as Wahoos—in it.
To that end, I couldn’t
help but notice the subtitle, “More diversity, less
Confederacy.” At the risk
of becoming a magazine
copy editor, shouldn’t it
be no Confederacy?
BY RICHARD GARD

DAN ADDISON, SANJAY
SUCHAK

DECON
STRUCT
ING FALL

he Board of Visitors has unanimously endorsed the
Ryan
administration’s broad outline
to achieve racial equity,
remedy problematic monuments
and institutional names, and put
the University
of Virginia’s most prominent
statue of
Thomas Jefferson in a fuller
historical
context.
The September 11 vote
came 100
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ALEXANDRA TOMA (COL ’01)
Washington, D.C.
makes a comment germane to the article:
“Wishful thinking is not idealism. It is
self-indulgence at best and selfexaltation at worst. In either case it is
usually at the expense of others.”
I believe changing history to reflect
current ideas destroys history. I am deeply
concerned that Virginia promotes it.
Henry H. Gilbert (Col ’67)
Monroe Township, New Jersey
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FROM THE EDITOR

PEP TALK

Looking to buy a home
in Charlottesville?

Work with a Wahoo.

T

he first University of Virginia football game I
attended in this role was the 2016 season opener
against Richmond. I had been gone for decades.
Watching the first half, I felt as though I had never left.
We looked hapless. I drifted into reverie. A clash of cymbals woke me back to the present. Our band took the field.
Gone was the orange-vested crew I had remembered,
the self-ungoverned, self-parodying, self-styled “Virginia Fighting Cavalier
Indoor/Outdoor Precision (?) Marching Pep Band and Chowder Society
Revue.” In its stead high-stepped the no-nonsense successor with the
on-the-nose name, the Cavalier Marching Band.
They’re good, and I’m good with that. I love both bands, old and new. One
isn’t better than the other; they’re just different. Or maybe one is better, the
other more different.
The Pep Band was full of irony. The Marching Band has tons of brass. Pep
performers dressed mostly alike. CMB musicians have uniforms, and not
just uniforms but capes, and not just hats but plumes.
And they can flat-out play, and march, and morph into formations, all
simultaneously. Search YouTube for their performance at the 2018 Belk
Bowl. Watch as they form a seven-abreast solid V above crossed sabers and
the horns nail Carlos Santana’s “Smooth.”
Smooth was never part of the Pep Band repertoire. Neither was subtle,
like when a band member took to the field in prison stripes and ball-andchain in 1977 to parody host Maryland’s freshly convicted governor—“in our
own backyard,” the opposing athletic director fumed to The Washington Post.
Those of us who lament that the Pep Band left us too soon should be
thankful we had them for as long as we did. They taunted Death every
football weekend, especially at away games. As Associate Editor Ed Miller
reports in our cover story, the scramble band spent its 30 years on Grounds
keeping one marching step ahead of the authorities.
The Pep Band was born of its times, 1974, amid post-Watergate irreverence and perhaps the most transformative period in University history. It
was the eve of Saturday Night Live, the year of Young Frankenstein.
You can find the Pep Band on YouTube, too, including the 1974 Virginia
Tech game Ed recounts and the turkey leg incident. If the quality looks
fuzzy, that’s not the video. It’s the band. There’s a reason the band’s full name
includes a question mark after “Precision.”
Watch the Pep Band outline a V on the field. Sure, there are gaps in the
line and not enough crew to close the top, but fans got the general idea. We
came for the punchlines, not penmanship. The Pep Band broke all the rules,
save one: grammar. To spell out “’HOOS,” six members, nearly 10 percent of
the company, embodied the much-neglected apostrophe.
Was the Pep Band as funny as we remember it? Read the story, watch
the videos, decide for yourself. You can’t go by me. I mean, whenever Young
Frankenstein comes on, my wife has to leave the room.
Richard Gard (Col ’81)
Vice President, Communications, UVA Alumni Association

Tommy Brannock

COMM ’79
Charlottesville Native
(434) 981-1486
tbrannock@me.com

Follow Tommy on Instagram

@tommybrannock
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SWING INTO SPRING

With a Winter“green” Getaway
I read of the BOV’s approval of a racial
equity program for the University in the
Winter edition. I was most interested in
the proposal to bring the student enrollment racial percentages more in line with
state and national percentages. I checked
on Virginia’s racial population percentages (U.S. Census) and came up with the
following numbers, in comparison with
our 2020 enrollment racial breakdown
(from the Winter 2020 edition):
Race		
White		
Black		
Hisp
a nic
Asian		
Mixed		
Unknown
Nonresident

Va. %
61.2
19.9
9.8
6.9
3.2
N/A
N/A

UVA %
53.8
7.1
7.1
17.2
5.5
5.3
3.8

This would seem to be a delicate
rebalancing. Not only Blacks, but
Hispanics and whites, need greater
representation. Alumni should be kept
aware of the progress of this effort and
be assured that hard decisions will be
made to accomplish this goal. Attaining
parity for all races is essential, and it
should occur simultaneously. Perhaps,
an independent committee of alumni of
all races should be formed to ensure that
these percentages are met.
Richard W. Dyas (Com ’67)
Charlottesville
Your recent article regarding the BOV was
chilling. I find it remarkable that a group
of educated people find it comfortable to
use 21st century norms and sensibilities
to judge 19th century events and personages. I am speaking about the renaming
of buildings and moving of statues on
Grounds in order to not celebrate the

SO C I A L M E D I A

@UVAMagazine

@UVA_Alumni

Confederacy. Does anybody give a damn
about this particular bit of history? Does
canceling this bit of obscure history move
the University forward? It appears to me
that the BOV is just trying to be currently
fashionable and make itself feel good at
the same time.
In the long term, the idea of anti-racist
classes and training is more frightening
than the “cancellation” of statuary and
names. Is it possible that in a few years
an “anti-racism” certification will be necessary to get a University diploma after
passing your academic requirements?
Mr. Jefferson, be careful, in five to 10
years these nice folks will be coming after
you.
Gil Faccio (Col ’61, Educ ’63)
Sarasota, Florida

WELCOME, CLASS OF 2024

It was heartening to see the magazine
highlight the contributions of so many
alumni who are people of color in the
Winter 2020 issue.
That representation cast in stark relief
the University’s incoming enrollment
numbers, shown in a series of charts on
Page 28 (“Welcome, Class of 2024”). In
particular, the underrepresentation of
Black students, at 7.1 percent, is woefully
below the commonwealth’s Black population of 20 percent.
That fewer than 10 percent of incoming first-years are from low-income families is similarly dispiriting.
As a teacher in New York City’s public
schools, I found that these blatant racial
and economic inequities, which we have
lived with for so long, reminded me of
the ongoing debate surrounding who
deserves entry to the city’s “elite” public
schools, such as Stuyvesant High School.
Here the ongoing COVID-19 crisis has

W

atch the Blue Ridge
Mountains
burst
into
bloom this Spring while playing a
round of golf, swinging a tennis
racket, hiking our trails, enjoying a
spa indulgence or dining alfresco
at one of our restaurants – it’s
Wintergreen bliss!
You can also spread your wings
when you make Wintergreen your
homebase. Explore the Blue Ridge
Parkway, sample Route 151’s best
breweries, cideries and wineries,
experience Presidential homes,
and Civil War sites, or explore the
creativity of local artisans, unique
shopping, and more. Be sure to
head back in time to enjoy a Blue
Ridge sunset at Wintergreen
before splurging on a sumptuous
dinner – spectacular!

We know you are ready to tee
it up again, and you can do so
confidently with our
accommodations, and enjoy the
exclusive amenities ONLY when
you book with Wintergreen Resort.

S TAY CON N E C T E D

@UVA_Alumni

UVAMagazine.org

Alumni.Virginia.edu

877.245.1770
wintergreenresort.com
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862 CLUB DRIVE

N O R T H G A R D E N , VA | $ 6 1 5 , 0 0 0

K E S W I C K , V A | $ 2 ,1 0 0 , 0 0 0

One of Bundoran Farm’s most spectacular vistas.
42 acre parcel with views over the protected Edge
Valley to Israel Mountain Range and beyond. The
parcel is in the heart of Bundoran Farm with easy
access to the Tom Mountain Trail head (one of
the community’s best hikes) which leads all the
way to Pippin Hill Vineyards! Miles of trails, fiber optic internet, complete serenity all within 15
minutes of Charlottesville. Parcel is an equestrian
lot which would allow the owner to have horses.
PETER WILEY | 434 42 2 2 090 | M L S 604 5 34

CHARLOTTE SVILLE VA

|

434 293 3900

ed saltwater pool, two renovated guesthouses.

Exceptional home by premier area builder, located the gated community of Keswick Estates.
The 4 bed, and 5.5 bath Arts and Crafts style
home has all the modern conveniences including a large family room off of the gourmet
kitchen, office/library, formal living room, large
master, his and hers baths, stunning wood work
throughout, coffered ceilings, and elevator. Privately situated on 3 acres, within walking distance to club, and Pete Dye designed golf course.

P E T E R WIL E Y | 4 34 4 2 2 2 0 9 0 | ML S 6 0 558 2

J U ST IN WIL E Y | 4 34 9 8 1 5528 | MLS 6061 32

3722 FOSTERS BRANCH ROAD
C H A R LOT T E S V I L L E , VA | $ 1 , 9 5 0, 0 0 0

Very private and serene classic midcentury modern, dramatic hilltop mountain views. Redwood
siding, Brazilian slate/cork floors, renovated
kitchen/bathrooms, custom cabinetry, wine cooler, soapstone soaking tub, German fixtures, heat-
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ORANGE VA

|

5 40 6 72 39 03

6255 INDIAN RIDGE ROAD

LAUREL CLIFF FARM

133 ACRES • MONTFORD ROAD

E A R LY S V I L L E , V A | $ 9 9 5 , 0 0 0

M O N R O E , VA | $ 5 , 5 0 0, 0 0 0

M O N T P E L I E R S TAT I O N , V A | $ 1 , 0 9 9 , 0 0 0

Custom home with wonderful proportions and
open floorplan. Single story 3 bed and 3.5 bath
home boasts 10’ ceilings, oak flooring, coffered
ceilings, 8’ doors, gourmet kitchen, and great
room with wood-burning fireplace. ADA compliant throughout. Convenient to Charlottesville.

Private 1,292-acre estate with panoramic mountain views in beautiful Amherst County. No conservation easement, great potential as family
compound / retreat. Brick 1929 manor, open farm
fields, hardwood forest and gently rolling topography with streams, ponds, tenant homes and barns.

Gently rolling rich farmland, a stone’s throw to
Montpelier estate in historic Somerset. An estate caliber property, currently in four tax map
parcels. Great Blue Ridge views and excellent
soils. Excellent candidate for conservation easement.
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A Mountain of Fun at the
Most Complete Club
in the Mid-Atlantic

SPECIAL ANN
IVERSARY ISS
UE

created an opportunity for officials to
reconsider many of the arbitrary barriers, such as standardized test scores, we
erect to preserve our elite status.
The University should also use this
time of unprecedented uncertainty to
construct a more equitable future, one
incoming class at a time.
Andrew Cedermark (Col ’08)
Jersey City, New Jersey

TIME CAPSULE

I am replying to your question regarding
my favorite musical artist while at UVA.
I saw a lot of great concerts at U-Hall in
the early ’70s, but by far my favorite and
easily most memorable was the night
I saw Jackson Browne
perform in the old Cabell
Hall auditorium.
It was magical.
What musicians
And here’s
did your fellow
UVA alumni enjoy
another time
while on Grounds?
capsule-worthy
See Time Capsule,
bit of nostalgia:
Page 60
Digging through
a box of very old
photos recently, I found a copy of my first
semester (Fall 1971) bill from Student
Accounts. Bear in mind, I was an out-ofstate student from Maryland, and my
itemized charges were as follows:
Tuition: $520.00
Fees: $91.00
Room Rent: $182.50
Deposit: $100.00
Grant #5345: $150.00
Amt Due: $543.50
And written below the printed charges
in my father’s hand was the following
notation:
“Linen Service $29.12 8-9-71 CK
#2040”
Mind-blowing, huh? Great issue, by
the way.
Mark Heckler (Com ’77)
Cambridge, Maryland

FA L L 2 0 2 0

45 golf holes, 22 tennis courts
26 ski slopes, 3 pools, full spa,
8 restaurants, private lake & more!

WOMEN AT UVA

WHAT TOOK SO LONG

I READ WITH INTEREST
your fall issue, “Women at
UVA: What Took So Long.”
I was a student from 1966
to 1974. Full coeducation
has been good for UVA.
My spouse (Nursing 1971)
and daughter (College
2005) would agree with
me. You did, however,
make it sound throughout
your piece that UVA was
far behind the times. That
was not really the case in
Virginia. In 1966 most of
the colleges in Virginia
were single-sex institutions, including Hollins,
Sweet Briar, Longwood,
Madison, VMI, Mary
Baldwin and RMWC, to
name a few. Your article
did not convey this.
THE UVA MAGAZINE | uvamagazine.o
rg
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JOSEPH L. VERDIRAME
(COL ’70, MED ’74)
Suffolk, Virginia

WOMEN AT UVA
[FALL 2020]

When I attended the University of Virginia
in 1966, my grandmother Eula Mae Petty
told me the story of her attendance in
1900. She was the eldest of nine siblings living on a farm in Virginia, and
her father sponsored her attendance to
become certified as a schoolteacher. I
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GET A
ROOM
ELEVATE
YOUR
GAME!
WOMEN
at UVA

“A lot of people like to think
of UVA as a very strict institution,” says Sandra Menendez
(Col ’15), who spent a lot
of her
time at UVA’s Women’s Center
and as a peer adviser. “Thomas
Jefferson quotes are everywhere.
And you wear the orange
and
blue and it’s the guys in ties
and the girls in pearls, and
you have
these traditions. But … the
UVA that I went to and the
UVA that
I see is far more moldable,
and that, I think, is done by
the students who are there.”

BLAZING TRAILS IN UVA ATHLETICS

Women’s sports at UVA only
began to grow once Title
IX went
into effect in the 1970s.
But women found ways
to compete
before that.

Mary Slaughter (Educ
’54) in the 1950s and Mary
Brundage DeLashmut
t (Nurs ’67) each earned
spots on
men’s varsity teams and also
were the first two women
to compete in the Atlantic Coast
Conference.
Slaughter, a Charlottesvil
le native, was a top tennis
competitor. Her father, Edward
“Butch” Slaughter, a longtime
UVA
coach, professor and intramural
director, found a space for
her
to study and play at UVA.
She joined the freshman team
in 1952
and moved up to the varsity
team in 1953.
Her teammates didn’t mind
playing with her; they knew
she
could compete, she says.
And her father helped pave
her way.
When the team traveled,
he called ahead to ensure
somebody
would meet her to take her
to a ladies’ room. “There
was nothing for women,” she says.
Slaughter became the first
woman to earn a UVA varsity
letter. But, after two years
on the tennis team, the ACC
ruled
that women couldn’t compete
on men’s teams, and Slaughter
transferred to what is today
the University of North Carolina
at Greensboro.

In the 1960s, DeLashmutt
had a harder time fitting
in.
The long-distance swimmer,
among the top in the world,
was
placed on the men’s swim
team. She was just thankful
she had
a place to swim all year;
Memorial Gym had the only
indoor
pool, and it was off-limits
to women except on Friday
nights.
Still, without a women’s
locker room, DeLashmutt
had to
wear her suit underneath
a jacket and rush through
a men’s
shower room to get to the
pool. “I’m sure some of
the men
really resented that I was
there, particularly when
I beat some
of them,” she says.

1975 women’s swim meet
against James Madison
University; center: women’s
basketball coach
Debbie Ryan (Educ ’77);
right: Student-Athlete
Advisory Committee member
and field hockey
player Anzel Viljoen (Col
’20)

she competed in. At the start
of the season, she’d been declared
eligible, but in February 1966,
the ACC ruled that DeLashmutt
and other women could
no longer compete. Law
students
offered to appeal, but she
stepped away.
“I didn’t think it was worth
the stress and the tension
to
try to go to battle,” she says.
“I knew how hard it had been
the
first year.”

No serious effort to launch
women’s sports at UVA
came until the early 1970s
with coeducation, and it
was still
met with raised eyebrows
and stereotypes. An illustration
in The Declaration attached
to a story about a 1975
softball tournament portrayed
female athletes as overweight
and unattractive.
Bev Marcum (Grad ’74),
who coached UVA’s team
at the
tournament, had already
come to expect that kind
of coverage.
A few years earlier, Marcum
started a club field hockey
team,
a precursor to UVA’s varsity
team, and remembers a Cavalier
Daily story that said the
team was “man-handled”
in a game
they lost by just one point.
“It was like we were swimming
upstream,” she says.
Title IX funneled new support
to women’s athletics, fueling programs and scholarships.
In 1981 and 1982, the women’s
cross-country team won
back-to-back NCAA national
championships, the second and
third ever for UVA.
But even when women had
their own varsity teams,
they
faced an uphill battle. Longtime
women’s basketball coach
Debbie Ryan (Educ ’77)
remembers the work required
to
get funding for sports bras
in the early 1980s.
Then-Associate Athletic
Director Jim West denied
her first
request, so Ryan gathered
medical research that demonstrated
why female athletes needed
the bras. Then she went to
UVA’s
other coaches with a petition.
She brought in the research
and
the petition, which included
signatures from football
coach

women, Marcum remembers
when she and her fellow
classmates declared another
restroom in the building
for themselves around 1969. “We
occupied a men’s room,”
she says.
Leadership opportunitie
s grew in 1970. Brown, the
1974
alumna, credits women’s
rapid integration into University
life
to Admissions Dean Ernie
Ern, who populated the first
class of
women with students who
were active in high school.
“The goal, in his mind, was
to find women who would
just
naturally fan out across
the Grounds and get involved
in student activities,” says Brown,
who became the first woman
tapped for the IMP Society
and a founder of The Declaration,
serving as its first editor-in-chi
ef.
Women started knocking
out other firsts as they moved
up
the ranks within student
groups. The Cavalier Daily
elected its
first female editor-in-chi
ef, Marjorie Leedy Green
(Col ’77),
in 1976. In 1981, Nancy Lyons
Callahan (Engr ’82, Darden
’84) became the Honor Committee’s
George Welsh and men’s
basketball coach Terry Holland,
first female chair. Carole
to
Kirkland Ramser (Col
Dick Schultz, then UVA’s
’85, Educ ’89) won election
athletic director.
as the
first female Student Council
Schultz shut her down at
president in 1984.
first, saying UVA couldn’t
afford
them. When Ryan shot
“To a certain extent, I think
back that they paid for
the women at that time
jock straps,
did
feel like we were still trailblazing,
Schultz pointed out those
cost just $5 each. Bras were
but not in any extreme way,”
$32.
Callahan says. “Not nearly
Ryan got up to walk out.
like the first women that were
there
who had a much harder time.
“I get to the door and I say,
We just thought this was
‘So if jocks were $32 and
the natbras
ural progression of things.”
were $5, would you give
men jocks?’” Ryan says.
“And
they
said, ‘All right, all right.
For more recent students,
You can have them.’ And
women’s issues are the same—
that’s how
and different. In 2019, they
it happened.”
successfully won funding
for free
pads and tampons in public
Soon other women’s coaches
bathrooms.
heard of Ryan’s victory, including famed basketball coach
Just like generations of women
Pat Summitt at the University
before them, they’re mindof
ful of the dangers of sexual
Tennessee, and sought her
assault and violence, but
advice. “And they went in
the topic
and got
is no longer relegated to
them too for their whole
quiet conversations as they
department,” Ryan says.
prepare
for a night out. Efforts like
Today, women are leading
the UVA Women’s Center’s
decisions about sports at
annual
UVA.
Clothesline Project, where
Field hockey player Anzel
sexual assault survivors share
Viljoen (Col ’20) served
as prestheir
experiences through art on
ident of the Student-Athl
ete Advisory Committee
the Lawn, put the subject
during her
front and
center. “That was a really
fourth year and worked with
empowering way to know
Carla Williams, UVA’s first
that they
female
are being heard,” says Jieru
athletic director, who took
over in 2017. “I definitely
Shi (Com ’20), who was
would say
active in
Women’s Center programs
that I didn’t feel discriminate
and the Asian Student Union.
d against as I’m sure the
early
women did,” Viljoen says.
Now, when students consider
“People respected me, and
women’s issues, the discusthey
sion dives deeper than gender,
would listen to me. And I
think it’s also nice because
but into topics of race, sexual
we have a
orientation and religion.
female AD now, and she’s
a boss.”
In the classroom, occasionally
the
lone Asian American woman,
Shi felt that others listened
to
her even more because of
‘NATURAL PROGRESSION’: TAKING
her perspective.
THE LEAD
Women found ways to lead
In 2020, 140 years after
schoolteachers came to
at UVA even as many University
UVA to
study, a century after white
institutions shut them out.
women could enter some
In 1931, Marion Boyd Crockett
UVA programs, and 50 years after
(Law ’32) was the first
coeducation became the
woman elected to the Virginia
rule, recent
Law
alumnae say there’s plenty
Review board. Two women—Fra
of
work to be done on issues
nces Ames (Law ’43) and
of gender, but they have a loud
Flora Kirley (Law ’43)—were
and clear voice at the table.
editors of the law review’s
January 1943 edition.
“I don’t think I ever felt I
was unheard,” Shi says of
her time
at UVA. “Period.”
Even without an official title,
women spoke up when change
was needed. With only
Sarah Lindenfeld Hall is a
one bathroom in Gilmer
longtime journalist and freelance
Hall for
writer based in Raleigh, North
Carolina.

Life outside the pool was
stressful. Her membership
on the
team garnered national coverage.
“I’d walk into the cafeteria
and see people point,” DeLashmutt
says. Some coaches refused
to compete against her.
“The thing that I hadn’t
known to think of was the
‘freak
factor,’” she says.
During her single season,
DeLashmutt garnered enough
points to letter on the varsity
team and placed in every
meet
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I WOULD LIKE TO ADD ONE MORE NAME to your list
of women blazing trails in UVA Athletics. I believe that
the swimmer in the center of your photo on Pages 54 and
55 in the Fall 2020 issue is Elizabeth (Nan) Hawthorne
(Col ’75), one of my suitemates our first year at UVA.
There were no women’s teams in 1971, so Nan was the
lone female swimmer with the men’s team for three
years, until there were finally enough other women to
start a women’s team in her fourth year. She qualified
for nationals that year in backstroke and came in eighth
place. She was recognized by UVA with an award in her
fourth year (perhaps Female Athlete of the Year), but I
don’t remember the exact name.
Her suitemates all wondered why she got up at 5 a.m.
and went to bed early. When we had to wake her up
at 9 p.m. for her birthday party in late November, we
discovered that she was getting up at the crack of dawn
every day to swim.
I have many good memories of my time at Virginia,
and some not-so-good of the obstacles we faced as one
of the early group of invaders to a previously (almost)
all-male institution. My nephew graduated from UVA,
and his sister started last fall. The environment she is
encountering is challenging, but in a very different way
from mine.
FA L L 2 0 2 0
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LYNN RUGGLES (COL ’75)
Tucson, Arizona
always wondered how she was able to
attend, because women were clearly not
accepted at UVA at that time. As a result
of the last issue in Virginia Magazine, I
now know that she was part of the 312
women in the “Normal School.” I proudly
attended UVA as the second woman in
my family, and my daughter, Pia (B.A. in
Italian and Art History, 1995), is the third!
I have the portrait of my grandmother in

Charlottesville, called the Butter and Eggs
Portrait because she churned butter and
sold eggs to help finance her studies at
UVA. Thank you for providing this link in
the magazine.
Judith Bernardini (Nurs ’66)
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
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Investing
in Potential

The Alumni
Association
congratulates
its 2021 Legacy
Scholar graduates

Supporting today’s legacies,
tomorrow’s alumni
Support

Apply

Invest in UVA’s future alumni by supporting
the Legacy Scholarship Program or by
creating a named Legacy Scholarship.

Jeannie Hirsch
(Comm ’21)

Submit an application as an incoming
UVA legacy first-year student.
Application deadline: April 11
Three scholarships will be awarded
in April 20 21.

Jennifer Floyd
(Col ‘21)

To learn more, visit

LegacyScholarship.com
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UDigest

UVA APPLICATIONS
HIT RECORD HIGH
SANJAY SUCHAK

P

rospective UVA undergraduate
students set records during the
2020-21 application season,
submitting more than 47,800
applications—up 17 percent from the
previous year. Application rates surged
across all schools, with the School of
Nursing, up 52 percent, and the School
of Education, up 45 percent, seeing the

biggest increases.
They rose among all races, as well
as first-generation, legacy and international students. Applications were
up 22 percent from Hispanic students;
19 percent from Black students; 17 percent from first-generation applicants;
12 percent from foreign nationals; and
11 percent from legacies.

And they grew across all three application pools—early decision, which
comes with a binding offer; early action,
an early, nonbinding offer; and regular decision. In December, UVA sent
admission offers to 968 early decision
applicants and to 6,186 early action
applicants. Offers will be extended to
regular decision applicants in April.
UVA isn’t the only top school to see
higher numbers of applications despite
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Yale
University, Duke University, Harvard
University and Dartmouth College all
saw spikes in early applicants. So did the
University of Georgia and University of
California institutions, among others. →
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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UDigest
2020-21
APPLICATION SEASON BREAKDOWN
Greg Roberts (Darden ’17), UVA’s dean of
admission, predicted a more competitive admission cycle, as more students are vying for about
the same number of spots. He attributes UVA’s
numbers to two things. Through virtual programs, admission staff reached
students who might not normally have been able to attend
in-person ones, Roberts said.
Even when in-person programs return, “virtual recruitment activities are here to
stay,” he said.
And because of the pand e m i c , st u d e n t s w e r e n ’t
required to submit SAT or
ACT scores. About 43 percent of applicants chose
not to submit test scores, Roberts said. “The elimination of the requirements for testing resulted
in a dramatic increase in applications for all types
of students,” he said. —Sarah Lindenfeld Hall

Total
applications
47,827
(+17%)

Architecture
College
Education
Engineering
Nursing

950
35,942
963
8,042
1,930

(+21%)
(+16%)
(+45%)
(+12%)
(+52%)

First-generation
Legacy

5,937
2,677

(+17%)
(+11%)

African American
American Indian
Asian
Hispanic
Pacific Islander
White
Race unknown
2+ races
Foreign national

3,021
40
7,364
4,167
26
23,427
2,268
2,474
5,040

(+19%)
(+60%)
(+14%)
(+22%)
(+18%)
(+18%)
(+11%)
(+27%)
(+12%)

SOURCE: U VA OFFICE OF ADMISSION

L

ily E. West (Darden ’12), who
over the past three years directed
some of Alumni Hall’s most ambitious initiatives, became the UVA
Alumni Association’s president and CEO
Jan. 1.
As COO and, for the second half of
2020, interim CEO, West strengthened
the organization’s marketing and enterprise data capabilities, revamped the
membership model, oversaw the Retold
anniversary celebration of coeducation,
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unfurled the new orange-flag brand and
shepherded the Association through
COVID-19.
West bested a field of more than 250
prospects during a comprehensive search
for a successor to Jenifer G. Andrasko
(Darden ’10), who left in June.
West came under UVA’s spell at the
Darden School of Business, where she
earned top honors for scholastics and
service and was inducted into the Raven
Society.
Undergraduate honors came from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, where she majored in journalism
and political science, then went on to a
cable news network in New York, field

operations on a presidential campaign
and a post in the U.S. Department of
Energy before business school.
After Darden, she joined consultants
Bain & Company in New York, then
returned to Charlottesville, where she
established herself in the entrepreneurial community.
“I want people to know that I appreciate and value the nearly 200 years of history that the Alumni Association brings
to the table,” West says. “I want to make
sure that we are able to stay true to our
long-standing mission, while meeting
the needs of an evolving alumni base in
a very rapidly changing world.”
—Richard Gard

SA RAH CRAMER SHIELDS

Lily West Becomes
Alumni Hall CEO
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SANJAY SUC HAK

UVA Doctors Win
State Award

SPRING SEMESTER ROLLS ON

T

he University of Virginia
resumed in-person instruction
for the spring semester on Feb. 1,
even as rising coronavirus cases
narrowed the margin for error compared
with the fall.
“A successf ul spring semester will
require even greater adherence to UVA
policies around testing, masks, physical distancing and gatherings,” President
James E. Ryan (Law ’92), Provost M.
Elizabeth “Liz” Magill (Law ’95), Chief
Operating Officer J.J. Davis and Executive
Vice President for Health Affairs Dr. K.
Craig Kent said in mid-January.
As part of a more aggressive approach
to limiting the spread of the virus, the size
of gatherings was indefinitely limited to six
people “until conditions improve,” leaders
announced in February.
Residence Hall move-in proceeded as
planned. UVA also strongly encouraged students to take extra precautions for at least
14 days before returning to school. As in
the fall, students will be required to submit
a negative COVID-19 test before coming
back to Grounds. After returning, students
will be tested weekly.
Knowledge gained during the f all

semester informed the decision. UVA saw
no evidence of transmission of the virus
within classrooms, among students and
faculty and staff, or from students into the
community, the leaders said. The UVA community also showed that it could comply
with measures to slow the virus, they said.
As the fall semester progressed, UVA
expanded prevalence testing and implemented wastewater testing to detect and
prevent the spread and prevalence of the
virus. As of Feb. 10, Virginia had reported
2,009 total cases and 1,454 student cases
since the fall semester began in August.
Leaders said that, as in the fall, when some
30 percent of classes had an in-person component, offering in-person instruction will
better enable the University to monitor
compliance with health measures for students who live off-Grounds.
All members of the UVA community
will be required to comply with public
health measures, even those who have had
COVID-19 or have been vaccinated.
“As we have said before, we continue to
monitor the progression of the virus and
will make changes to our approach if they
are necessary to keep this community safe,”
the leaders said. —Ed Miller

UVA School of Medicine’s Dr.
Taison Bell (Col ’05, Darden
’20) and Dr. Andrew Wolf
(Med ’84) are State Council of
Higher Education for Virginia’s
Outstanding Faculty Award
winners for 2021. The state’s
highest honor for faculty at
Virginia’s public and private
institutions recognizes excellence in teaching, research and
public service.
Bell, an assistant professor whom the council named
a “rising star,” was deeply
involved in pandemic-related
efforts at UVA, including caring for patients; making and
disbursing personal protective
equipment; and securing a clinical trial for remdesivir, now an
approved COVID-19 treatment.
Wolf has developed
national cancer screening guidelines and is a longtime beloved professor.
Residents have given him the
UVA Outpatient Attending
Physician of the Year Award so
often that he can no longer win
it over consecutive years.
—Sarah Lindenfeld Hall
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AROUND ALUMNI HALL

FROM THE PUBLISHER

Building Our Alumni
Association Community

T

here is something life-changing about the UVA experience. I personally know this to be true, as my
time at UVA transformed my life in ways I could have never expected. I started as a Darden student,
Charlottesville drew me back a few years later, and now I am writing to you—our alumni community—as
the Alumni Association’s new president and CEO.
When people ask me what I love about this role, the answer is easy: relationships. It gives me great joy to connect
with our alumni and the University, as well as to find new ways to build a strong, vibrant and inclusive community.
But the next question I usually get asked is “So, what does the Alumni Association actually do?” When it comes
down to it, the Alumni Association connects, informs, serves, invests in and celebrates our UVA students and
alumni in a host of ways.
• We connect alumni globally through initiatives large and small. Thousands of you have participated in
Retold events honoring UVA women. This summer we are reimagining Reunions as a virtual experience, so
40 percent of our alumni can still celebrate the UVA magic with classmates near and far.
• Virginia Magazine, which the Alumni Association publishes, takes seriously its work of informing our nearly
250,000 alumni on what’s happening at the University and within the alumni community.
• We serve alumni and students in a myriad of ways, whether providing career guidance and networking
opportunities for 8,000 alumni each year or leveraging the UVA Fund to manage $390 million annually for
organizations around Grounds.
• Students are the future of the Alumni Association, and we make sure to invest in them, including through
administering alumni-led, custom scholarships that this year provided more than $2.3 million in scholarships
to more than 450 students.
• We celebrate our alumni and the impact they make in their communities. One way we do this is through the
Young Alumni Council’s annual Alumni Service Award, which honors two alumni who have gone above and
beyond in service and devotion to the University.
I am honored to do this work for an institution that has meant so much to me. I am energized by the foundation
we have laid, and I am excited by the possibilities of our next chapter.
Wahoowa!

Lily West (Darden ’12)
President & CEO

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF MANAGERS
CHAIR
Patricia K. Epps ’74, ’79, ’83
Richmond, Virginia
VICE CHAIR
Thomas B. Mangas ’90
Denver, Colorado
MEMBERS
James G. Aldigé, IV ’03
Charlottesville, Virginia
Cory L. Alexander ’95
Crozier, Virginia
E. Ross Baird ’07
Arlington, Virginia

Gregory W. Brown ’89
Charlottesville, Virginia
Teresa R. DiMarco ’77, ’81
Richmond, Virginia
Jennifer S. Draper ’91
Kansas City, Kansas
Brett J. Gallagher ’83, ’87
Anna Maria, Florida
Stephen P. Gibson ’87
McLean, Virginia
Tatia D. Granger ’89, ’93
Williamsburg, Virginia
Maria T. Gutierrez ’90
Weston, Florida
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Thomas B.W. Hall ’02, ’06
Richmond, Virginia
Kurt B. Harrison ’87
Charlottesville, Virginia
R. Philip Herget, III ’85
Alexandria, Virginia
Zena K. Howard ’88
Cary, North Carolina
William L. Kitchel, III ’81
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania
A. Anne Lloyd ’05
Richmond, Virginia
Ashley Thompson Manning ’98
Cherry Hills Village, Colorado

Courtney C. Byrd Metz ’04
Washington, D.C.
Katherine A. Moore ’99
New York, New York
Blake D. Morant ’75, ’78
Arlington, Virginia
Marc B. Moyers ’77
Williamsburg, Virginia
Stephen A. Murray ’93
Berlin, Germany
M. Paul Nolde ’01
Richmond, Virginia
Vishal M. Patel ’00, ’04
Washington, D.C.

Martha S. Pellington ’84
Lutherville, Maryland
R. Kennon Poteat, III ’01
Washington, D.C.
Frank J. Quayle, III ’69
Charlottesville, Virginia
Louis A. Sarkes, Jr. ’80, ’85
Gibson Island, Maryland
Paul R. Shin, M.D. ’93, ’97, ’02
Washington, D.C.
Karen R. Stokes ’82, ’85
Baltimore, Maryland
Bang H. Trinh ’94
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Fatimah E. Williams ’02
New Brunswick, New Jersey
Leslie H. Williams, Jr. ’00
Arlington, Virginia

EX-OFFICIO
M. Elizabeth Magill ’95
University Provost
Crystal L. Brown ’95
Laurel, Maryland
Whittington W. Clement ’70, ’74
Richmond, Virginia
Stephen S. Crawford ’86
Bronxville, New York

YOUNG ALUMNI
COUNCIL
Tamira Roberson ’09
President
Patrick Foss ’15
Vice President
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Discovery

Is Facebook
uniquely polarizing?
Analyzing the role that social media
plays in sociopolitical polarization,
Brent Kitchens, Steven L. Johnson and
Peter Gray of UVA’s McIntire School
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D

espite rising steadily over the past 50
years, median family income for Black
Virginians has lagged consistently at
about 70 percent of Virginia’s total median
family income since 1970. Researcher Hamilton
Lombard (Col ’11) of UVA’s Weldon Cooper
Center for Public Service analyzed that persistent
gap for the center’s StatCh@t web series and noted
positive gains but also concerning trends.
For example, the rate of home ownership among
Black Virginians—“a central indicator of the capacity to accumulate assets,” Lombard writes—has
declined for decades; in counties including Fairfax
and Chesterfield it is lower than in 1940. But he also
found the income gap is only 10 percent between
Black Virginians with a bachelor’s degree and all
Virginians with a bachelor’s degree, and narrower
still between those with advanced degrees. He
also notes progress in educational attainment; the
share of Black Virginians 25 to 35 years old holding at least a bachelor’s degree rose to 28 percent
from 2 percent in 1970. Yet here also a gap remains,
because the share of all Virginians in that age group
holding at least a bachelor’s degree has risen to 42
percent from 7. Lombard suggests that as the “wage
premium” for college graduates has grown, Black
Virginians continue to be disadvantaged by historical inequities in access to education. “Given that
parents’ and grandparents’ educational attainment is one of the best determinants of their children and grandchildren’s educational attainment,”
Lombard writes, “Virginia’s education and income
gaps may take a long time to close.”

of Commerce drew on four years of web
browsing history for nearly 200,000 U.S.
adults to determine how social media
might change which news sources consumers use. In the journal MIS Quarterly,
the researchers write that increased use
of Facebook in particular was associated

with “a shift toward more partisan sites,”
especially for conservative users, versus
more moderate sites for Reddit users and
no change for Twitter users, suggesting
the value of taking a more “nuanced multidimensional view of how social media use
may shape information consumption.”

JON KRAUSE

Despite progress,
income gap persists
for Black Virginians
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Trial based on UVA
research may help
treat COVID-19

More connections between
brain and immune system found

JON KRAUSE

R

ecent work f rom the UVA medi c a l s c h o o l ’s D e p a r t m e n t o f
Neuroscience and the Center for
Brain Immunology and Glia (BIG)
continues to expand on the BIG Center’s
revolutionary discovery of the connection
between the brain and the immune system.
In a study of concussion, or traumatic
brain injury, a research team led by assistant professor John Lukens (Grad ’08)
found that swelling of the brain after such
injury appeared to cause impairment in
functioning of small lymphatic vessels that
drain potentially damaging toxins from
the brain. These new insights, drawn from
work in mice and published in the journal
Nature Communications, point the way to
a better understanding of how traumatic
brain injury plays a role in the development
of long-term problems such as dementia or
depression. In addition, they suggest possible areas for focus in developing more
accurate diagnosis and potential treatments for traumatic brain injury, as well as

assessment of recovery.
In a second study, also published in
Nature Communications, researchers found
that immune system cells of the brain,
known as microglia, appear to help combat chronic infection from Toxoplasma
gondii. This common parasite, typically
spread through undercooked meat or cat
feces, is believed to infect as much as onethird of the world’s population. Yet while
infection can cause severe disease as well
as miscarriage or stillbirth, most people
who are infected never develop any symptoms. Graduate student Samantha Batista
(Med ’20) and a team in the lab of associate professor Tajie Harris found evidence
to help explain why, discovering that the
microglia themselves die to fight the parasite, releasing an immune molecule in the
process that helps recruit other immune
molecules to control the infection. With
further research, the team hopes to determine how the microglia detect infection by
the parasite.

Drawing on research conducted
at UVA, a preliminary trial at the
Washington University School of
Medicine in St. Louis has shown that
an antidepressant may prevent serious
complications and the need for hospitalization in COVID-19 patients. Dorian
Rosen (Grad ’14), a former graduate student in the lab of associate
professor Alban Gaultier of the UVA
Department of Neuroscience, was lead
author on a study published in 2019
that found that fluvoxamine, a drug
often used to treat obsessive-compulsive disorder, also appeared to be
effective in fighting the potentially
deadly condition of sepsis that is characterized by a runaway inflammatory
immune-system response to infection. The St. Louis team’s study looked
at whether fluvoxamine could prevent
a similar immune-system response
that is believed to play a role in at least
some cases of severe COVID-19.
The trial involved 152 nonhospitalized COVID patients who were randomly assigned to receive a course
of fluvoxamine or a placebo. After 15
days, six out of 72 patients taking the
placebo developed serious illness, and
four required hospitalization, while
none of the 80 patients taking fluvoxamine experienced severe illness. The
results from the preliminary trial were
promising enough that the researchers
plan to soon begin a larger study.
—Stories by Caroline Kettlewell
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Student Life

ISOLATED
INCIDENTS
College life under quarantine
BY ED MILLER

O

n the day he was sprung
f rom quarantine, Harry
Farley (Col ’24) awoke at
7:15 a.m., stuffed two weeks’
worth of laundry into a bag, slung his
backpack over his shoulder and gladly
hoofed the mile-plus from University
Gardens Apartments back to his room
at Shannon House.
The University could have sent a
ride, but Farley wanted to stretch his
legs and savor his freedom.
“I hadn’t walked anywhere in 10
days,” he says.
The f irst-year student f rom
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Richmond was required to quarantine af ter a contact tracer inf ormed
him that he had been exposed to someone who tested positive for COVID-19.
The University’s Isolation/Quarantine
Care team gave him a quarantine room
assignment and urged him to pack up
and go there as soon as possible.
Hundreds of other students quarantined or isolated during the f all
semester. More than 1,500 were told
to quarantine after contacting Student
Health and Wellness’ Exposure Call
Center, and nearly 1,200 were told to
isolate after testing positive. And then

there were those who tested positive
after taking tests given outside UVA,
and those who quarantined after getting
calls from contract tracers.
It was a new reality of college life in
2020. Students were urged to have “go
bags” ready and could be uprooted at
any moment.
For those living on Grounds, quarantine/isolation was a turnkey experience,
served in one of 1,500 Universitycontrolled rooms located in dorms,
apartments or hotels, with meals delivered and transportation provided. Just
a “fraction” of the rooms were occupied
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STACEY EVANS

Harry Farley (Col ’24) quarantined at University Gardens
Apartments after he was
exposed to COVID-19.

at any given time, according to a report
in UVA Today.
Those living of f Grounds had to
make their own quarantine or isolation
arrangements. Support was available to
all through the care team.
“We were there to be a resource for
the students,” says Mary Elizabeth
Luzar (Col ’02, Educ ’09), director
of student engagement f or the UVA
Alumni Association and a care-team
member. “It could be anything from:
‘Where is my meal?’ to ‘When can I
leave?’ to ‘I’m having a really hard time
with mental health.’”

For those on Grounds, quarantining
or isolating in a hotel was considered
preferable to hunkering down in a dorm
or apartment, says Owen Solomon
(Engr ’24), a first-year student from
Woodbridge.
Solomon and three of his suitemates at Gooch-Dillard quarantined for
two weeks at a downtown hotel, Home2
Suites by Hilton, after two other suitemates tested positive. All things considered, the experience was not too bad, he
says.
“I kind of got lucky,” Solomon says.
“I had a lot of work those two weeks.
There’s no excuse not to do it.”
When not studying, Solomon passed
the time playing video games or watching the NBA playoffs. Food was plentiful
and tastier than dining-hall fare, he says.
After he tested negative for COVID, he
could go outside for fresh air as long as
he stayed on hotel grounds.
Over at University Gardens, Farley
faced different challenges. The heating unit in his apartment at the aging
complex broke, leaving the temperature inside in the low 60s for a couple of
days, he says.
Farley’s apartment didn’t have a TV.
The light in the living room did not work.
A microwave oven
arrived on his
f inal day, but he
didn’t bother to
unbox it.
On his third
day of quarantine,
Farley walked to
the Student Health Center to be tested.
Two days later, it came back positive.
He’d had minor symptoms—a stuffy nose
and a slight headache.
The next wave of students from his
dorm went to hotels, he says.
“It was an interesting experience,” he

says. “I was unlucky. I think I had more
of a rough go than other people did.”
With University rooms unavailable
to them, students off Grounds often
had to get creative. Ana Stanisavljev
(Com ’21) lives in a house with 10 roommates. When one of them tested positive
in September, everyone had to come up
with a plan.
The student who tested positive
went to a hotel at her own expense.
Stanisavljev went home to Northern
Virginia, an easier option for her than
for roommates from out of state. Others
quarantined in their rooms. No one else
got COVID, but the experience highlighted the challenge of staying safe
while living in close quarters.
“College is not conducive to a
quarantine environment, honestly,”
Stanisavljev says.
Russell Edwards (Col ’20) agrees
with that assessment. Edwards was
living in a house with four roommates
when a friend informed him of a potential exposure.
“UVA pretty much told me to stay in
my room,” he says.
Edwards did, as much as possible. Fortunately, the refrigerator was
stocked, and roommates also brought

“College is not conducive to a
quarantine environment, honestly.”
—Ana Stanisavljev (Com ’21)

food. They stayed apart for the first few
days but weren’t always “100 percent
careful,” he says.
“There’s only so many places you can
go in the house.”
Ed Miller is associate editor of
Virginia Magazine.
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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G ME S H O
’ H O O S

The alumni who come on down, buy a vowel and
never forget to answer in the form of a question
BY SARAH LINDENFELD HALL

I

t was the finals for Jeopardy!’s Tournament of
Champions in 1991, and Jim Scott (Col ’91)
couldn’t believe his luck. As the categories were
revealed, French literature popped up. Scott had
just graduated from UVA with a French minor.
“It felt like I hit the jackpot,” Scott says. “It was right
in my wheelhouse.”
He did well in that category and others, capitalizing
on the knowledge and skills that he’d honed for most
of his life. He competed on a televised quiz show with
his high school. He was active on UVA’s college bowl
team. And at 22, Scott became Jeopardy!’s youngest
Tournament of Champions winner.
“It would have been foolish for me to put that
time in with the expectation of eventually being on
Jeopardy! The number of people who actually get on
the show are just too low,” says Scott, whose appearance
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is immortalized in the 1993 movie Groundhog Day. “But
why not?”
Scott is one of dozens of UVA alumni who have
stepped up to the bright lights on game show stages
to compete for cash, cruises and Rice-A-Roni. They’ve
played Jeopardy!, Wheel of Fortune, Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire and The Price Is Right, among others. Some
have even competed against each other.
“It’s one of those bucket-list items,” says Travis
Gaylord (Engr ’92), a three-day Jeopardy! champion
in February 2020 before losing to Patrick Rice (Engr
’17). “It was overwhelmingly positive.”

PERSISTENCE AND LUCK

With placement tests, applications and auditions,
getting on a game show can require persistence and
luck. It took about a decade of taking annual online
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Alumni
Patrick Rice (Engr ’17), right, beat
three-day Jeopardy! champion
Travis Gaylord (Engr ’92), left.

tests for Donnie Edgemon (Col ’97) to score a spot
on Jeopardy! in 2015. But his experience there made it
easier to snag a turn on Who Wants to Be a Millionaire
in 2019, where he won $50,000.
“Jeopardy! is a qualifier, it seems, for casting people
at other quiz shows,” says Edgemon, who has steered
his love of trivia into Triviappolis Treasures, a travel
trivia app.
The hosts are kind—but typically hold contestants
at arm’s length. There’s not much interaction beyond
what viewers see on TV. That’s in large part because
of laws that were passed after revelations in the 1950s
that some quiz shows were fixed. It was especially true
when Nancy L. Buc (Law ’69) competed on Jeopardy!
in 1968 with Art Fleming, the original host.
“You couldn’t even go to the bathroom without a
watcher to make sure that you weren’t cheating,” says
Buc, who remembers signing a long release.
And while competing on a game show might seem
glamorous, it isn’t exactly. Contestants typically pay
their own way and wear their own clothes. Multiple
shows of Wheel and Jeopardy! are taped each day. For
his first appearances on Jeopardy! in 1990, Scott flew
to Los Angeles to tape four shows in one day and then
flew back two weeks later to compete in the final one.

Alumnus Jim
Scott’s (Col ’91)
several appearances
on Jeopardy!
include a 1991
Tournament of
Champions run that
was immortalized
in the movie
Groundhog Day.

COURTESY PHOTOS

LIFELONG DREAMS

Despite the rounds of tryouts or small discomforts,
UVA alumni say it’s worth it. Childhood memories
or a love of trivia draw them to the shows. Rodney J.
Hobbs (Com ’94) started watching The Price Is Right
as a preschooler. In 2012, he won its showcase, snagging
$28,000 in prizes and fulfilling a lifelong dream. He also
appeared on the Game Show Network’s Catch 21 in 2010
and Wheel in 2020, where he won $15,000 in prizes. “I
like game shows, and I like to win money,” he says.
Kristin Hucek (Col ’08), a three-day Jeopardy!
champion in October 2020, remembers afternoons

after school watching the show. At UVA, she sharpened
her knowledge of random facts during trivia nights at
Mellow Mushroom. “I like using knowledge in a competitive way,” she says.
To prepare to compete, Hucek asked her husband
to quiz her on topics like vice presidents and Greek
mythology. For Wheel, Hobbs practiced his enunciation
and studied the wheel to avoid the bankrupt wedge.
Before Rice competed on Jeopardy! last February,
he holed up in a conference room at work to watch →
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Rodney J. Hobbs (Com ’94) won
$15,000 in prizes on Wheel of
Fortune last year.

eventually learned that they graduated 25 years apart
with the same major—mechanical engineering. Trebek
later shared with them both that he’d watched Ralph
Sampson (Col ’83) play basketball for UVA. (The
longtime Jeopardy! host died of pancreatic cancer
in November.)
They weren’t the only ’Hoos to recently square
off against each other. Hobbs and Shannon Hart
(Educ ’18) were two of three contestants during an
October 2020 episode of Wheel. At the time, Wheel and
Jeopardy! were both pulling contestants only within
driving distance of their California studios because
of COVID -19. Both Hobbs and Hart live in the Los
Angeles area.
They exchanged a few pleasantries, remembers
Hart, who won the bonus round, taking home nearly
$56,000 in prizes. They wouldn’t find out until later
that they were both Wahoos.

Kristin Hucek (Col ’08), a three-day Jeopardy! champion
past shows and try to predict the location of Daily
Doubles and determine the probability of his getting
certain value clues correct.
“I definitely went in very excited, but determined to
win at least one game,” he said.
Rice did—but took the champion title away from
another ’Hoo in the process. On the day of his taping, Rice was sitting in the studio audience as another
show was filmed and heard Travis Gaylord tell host
Alex Trebek that he attended UVA. Rice and Gaylord
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Scott’s story stands out among game show ’Hoos. He’s
been on Jeopardy! four times, including the 2005
Ultimate Tournament of Champions and the 2014
Battle of the Decades. His winnings include more than
$154,000 and a case of Rice-A-Roni.
His expert play is captured in Groundhog Day. As
the character Phil Connors, portrayed by actor Bill
Murray, lives the same day over and over again, he
watches the game show and gets each answer correct
because he’s seen it so many times. The clip is from the
semifinal round of the Tournament of Champions, and
Scott is getting the answers correct too.
Scott didn’t know he’d be in the movie. (And, sadly,
he doesn’t get any residuals from the now classic film.)
“After it came out, my phone started ringing off the
hook with people either telling me, ‘You really ought
to go see Groundhog Day’ or actually telling me why,”
he says.
His run is certainly a claim to fame for Scott, now a
lawyer in Arlington, Virginia. But being on Jeopardy!,
Scott says, “doesn’t define me anymore.”
Still, if the show invited him back, he also wouldn’t
hesitate. “I’m not anticipating it,” he says. “If it happens, it would be fantastic.”
Sarah Lindenfeld Hall is a writer and reporter based
in Raleigh, North Carolina.
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WHEN THE WORLD SHIFTS,

LEADERS PIVOT.
Disruption invites innovation. That’s why

UVA ALUMNI EXCLUSIVE

UVA Darden Executive Education & Lifelong
Learning has reimagined its courses — so
that professionals can continue to develop the
skills and strategies needed to meet the unique
challenges of today. Learn from anywhere in the
world with the world’s best faculty — explore our
new virtual and hybrid courses.

20% Off All
Executive Education
Courses
Register with promo code UVA20

FEATURED 2021 VIRTUAL
& HYBRID COURSES
Intro to Digital Transformation
Digital Marketing Innovation
Leading With Humanity:
New Skills for the Digital Age
Communication Strategies to Manage
Crisis, Disruption and Transformation
Managing Individual &
Organizational Change
The Executive Program:
Strategic Leadership at the Top

View our full listing at
darden.edu/ee-spring21
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WHEN
LIFE
THROWS
YOU

S
C
I
M
E
PA N D
HOW SOME UVA NOTABLES HAVE MADE
THE BEST OF A COVID SITUATION

By Sarah Linden
feld Hall
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ADAM EWING

After a year of
isolation for some
and the loss of
regular activities
and outlets for
most, UVA alumni
and notable
people around
Grounds found
some comfort and
escape in books,
music, movies
and the woods.
Here are the good
things that have
helped them
through.
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UVA lacrosse coach Lars
Tiffany, with player Matt
Moore (Col ’21) and assistant coach Cooper Fersen
(Col ’19), spend a Saturday
morning in January chopping and loading firewood
for Start a Spark, a Virginia
nonprofit. See Page 38.
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ESCAPING THROUGH LAUGHT

DAN ADDISO N

UVA’s Dean of Students’ office
had no downtime in 2020.
“Normally summer is when I try
to make sure that everyone on
my team gets to take some time
off,” says Allen Groves (Law
’90), associate vice president
and dean of students. “That just
didn’t happen.”
Groves found
some escape in
humor writer David
Sedaris’ latest book
The Best of Me, a
collection of his
most popular stories
from previous books.
After a day of Zoom
conference calls,
Groves, a longtime
Sedaris fan, enjoyed
skipping around
the book to read his
favorites before diving into not-so-familiar essays.
“It’s humorous, it’s light, it’s
really perfect after a long, tough
day,” he says.
And the milestone of turning
60 in August prompted some
reflection, including about the
music of his youth. Groves was a
big fan of Jefferson Starship as
a teenager. Miracles and White
Rabbit are two favorite songs.
“It’s fascinating how we remember the lyrics to all these songs
even though we haven’t heard
them in a long time,” he says.
“Your brain is still developing at
that age, and these songs have
such a powerful imprint on you
and take you back to a specific
time and memories.”
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ANALYZING FILM, WANDERING WORLDS

TIME IN
NATURE

COURTESY PHOTO

Not much changed, workwise, for Jamelle Bouie
(Col ’09) in 2020. The New York Times opinion columnist and CBS News analyst had already
been working from home. Though he did now have
another person underfoot—his 2-year-old son,
whose day care wouldn’t reopen until the summer.
But Bouie kept busy, cooking family dinners
and, with his wife, watching more than 200 movies, as they ran through films by director or genre.
The at-home film festival wasn’t just about escapism. Bouie likes to be an active movie watcher, sussing out the intent of the director or how individual
parts of a film were built. “Thinking critically about
visual art is something that I don’t have training in,”
he says. “So, this has been a way to train myself to do
that, and it’s been a lot of fun.”
On his list was Spike Lee’s Malcolm X, which
he’d last seen in college. Watching it again in 2020,
he appreciated it even more. He noted references
to multiple genres, from 1950s Hollywood musicals to crime and prison dramas, and homages to
other films, including Lawrence of Arabia. “You see
so much of Lee’s influences in
addition to his own stylistic
stamp,” Bouie says.
Also on his list was Batman
R e t u r n s d i r e c t e d by T i m
Burton. In it, Bouie found references to German expressionist films like the 1927 science
fiction drama Metropolis and
the 1922 silent horror f ilm
Nosferatu, among others. “In
addition to it being a wild and insane film,” he says.
And when he had a few minutes to spare, Bouie
would wander around the game world built in the
classic The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild on his
Nintendo Switch. “It’s truly an escapist game,” he
says. “It’s one of those free-roaming games where
you can literally do anything.”

Emily Swallow (Col ’01) is part of a franchise that brought
plenty of escape for the rest of us—The Mandalorian. The actress
plays the Armorer in the smash hit Star Wars series on Disney+.
Her character coined the Mandalorian creed: “This is the way.”
“I feel constantly like a kid again,” she says of the experience.
In 2020, the way toward some respite from the headlines for
Swallow included time spent in nature and a virtual Shakespeare
salon. With stages and film studios shuttered, Swallow and her
husband Chad Kimball, a Tony Award-nominated actor, traveled
between Florida and Washington state to visit family. As they
drove across the country, they stopped to hike in national parks,
including Yellowstone, Grand Teton and Arches, and listened to
audiobooks on the road. “We did a lot of the
stuff we never have time for because of the
nature of our work,” she says.
A favorite book was Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
by Annie Dillard. The Pulitzer Prize-winning
personal narrative is about Dillard’s yearlong
journey through Virginia’s Roanoke Valley.
“That has really helped me when my brain
does go into overload, because it’s just so connected to nature,” Swallow says.
And she got into Shakespeare again, joining a weekly salon over Zoom where she
stretched her creative muscles as she read scenes or worked on
sonnets with other actors. “It’s been a constant for me,” she says.
“I’ve crisscrossed the country numerous times now. Every time
zone. To have that to come back to every week and just dive into
Shakespeare and this language and see what people are bringing.
It’s just delicious and such a relief.”
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For Emily Giffin (Law ’97), 2020 was a time for family.
The author of multiple New York Times bestselling novels, including The Lies That Bind, which came out in June,
lives in Atlanta with her husband and three children.
“I feel guilty saying this, but in some ways, this pandemic has brought a lot of silver linings to our lives,” she
writes in an email to Virginia Magazine. “We sit down to
have dinner as a family every night because our schedules aren’t as frenetic. We talk more. We’ve become more
introspective. Time has slowed down in many ways, and
what greater gift do we have than time?”
Together, they found time to dive into documentaries
such as The Social Dilemma, which covers the impact of
social media, and All In: The Fight for Democracy, which
stars voting rights activist Stacey Abrams and looks at
voter suppression in the United States. And they escaped
into fictional worlds with shows such as Schitt$ Creek
and The Crown. Though, Giffin adds, “I can’t get the others on board with my royalty obsession.”
As Giffin began to write her next novel and use her
own platform to promote causes and
political candidates she felt strongly
about in the fall, she also made time
to read books like Rodham by Curtis
Sittenfeld, I’d Give Anything by Marisa
de los Santos and You Were There Too
by Colleen Oakley. And she turned
back, nostalgically, to R&B music of the
1990s, the soundtrack of her law school
days at UVA, she shares.
“There’s never been a better time
to consume and enjoy art, whether for
escapism or enlightenment,” she writes.
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As 2020 wore on, A.D. Carson, assistant
professor of hip-hop and the global south at
UVA, developed two playlists. Music for the
End of the World came first, with everything
from Marvin Gaye and Mary J. Blige to rapper
D Smoke. Then came Fire Emoji, a more upbeat
list with tracks by rapper Sa-Roc and R&B singer
H.E.R., among others.
Last year, finding motivation was critical for
Carson. He lost family members and friends, as
he also taught and put the finishing touches on
his latest album, i used to love to dream, the first
rap album to be peer-reviewed in an academic
press. Therapy also was vital, he says.
A favorite on his playlists is Lockdown by
Anderson .Paak. The song is about the rapper’s
experience protesting in Los Angeles after the
police killing of George Floyd. “It gets me up,”
Carson says. “It makes me kind of want to move.”
Get Away by Big K.R.I.T. also gets regular play.
The song by the Mississippi rapper is all about
blocking out negativity, Carson says. “It’s
like I’m going to turn
off everything, tune out
everything and find a
way to glow,” he says.

DAN A DDISO N

FAMILY
TIME
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FIRE PLAYLISTS
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FEEL-GOOD MUSIC

COU RTESY PH OTO

Former WNBA player Monica Wright Rogers (Col ’10), UVA’s alltime leading scorer, returned to Grounds in 2019 to become assistant
coach of the women’s basketball team. And when the season ended
in March, she hunkered down for a big reason: She was pregnant. She
gave birth to her first child, a boy, in July.
During those months, Rogers wondered how best to spend her
time. “Part of me was like I need to make sure I come out of this better than when I went in,” she says as her son coos nearby. “The other
side of me was saying, ‘You just need to turn off and do what you can,
but don’t try to force yourself to overachieve in this moment.’”
Music, particularly with feel-good vibes, was a diversion from the
stress of a first pregnancy during a pandemic. Reggae singer Koffee
and Nigerian singer Davido were top picks. So was R&B artist H.E.R.,
whose song Do To Me was on regular repeat.
“My husband is Jamaican, and it samples a
Jamaican reggae song,” she says. “It’s just
upbeat. I would just walk and pretend I’m
in Jamaica.”
And Sunday Best by U.S.-based duo
Surfaces also got some play. It’s all about
finding ways to have a great day despite the
challenges. “It’s the best song to listen to
right now,” she says.
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CHOPPING WOOD
Lars Tiffany, UVA’s men’s lacrosse coach who led the team
to the national championship in 2019, spent a lot of time
chopping wood in 2020. Missing daily connections with his
players, Tiffany found joy while cutting trees and splitting
firewood at his own home and for neighbors and friends.
Soon, he got involved in Start a Spark, a Virginia nonprofit
that gets firewood to those in need.
“I think I’ve found this is really what resonates for me,”
says Tiffany, who first started splitting wood as a kid growing up on a 250-acre ranch in rural central New York state.
“I show up. I cut firewood. I help split the firewood, and I
made a couple of deliveries. … Man, it feels really good.”
There’s a satisfaction in the physical accomplishment of
slicing through stacks of wood and helping to keep others
warm, he says. And at a time when he felt powerless, with
games and practices on hold, it gave him purpose.
“There’s only so much reward that can come from the
Zoom calls while I’m standing in my kitchen,” Tiffany says.
“This has been fruitful for emotional empowerment.”
If he’s in his kitchen, he’d rather be cooking. Tiffany
started cooking more for his family, finding joy in making new dishes, in 2020. He often turned to recipes on the
internet. But he also would leaf through his father’s copy
of Joy of Cooking for inspiration. His father, who died two
years ago, owned a popular steakhouse near Syracuse, New
York. “It has my dad’s handwriting in there,” he says, “and I
love that connection to him.”
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At one point during 2020, Vashti Harrison (Col ’10)
counted many of her children’s books on The New
York Times bestseller lists, including Little Leaders:
Bold Women in Black History and Little Legends:
Exceptional Men in Black History. But, despite the
acclaim, 2020 offered some time for Harrison to
decompress with no pressing deadlines or book tours
scheduled. “It was mostly just a time of creativity,”
she says.
She read books such as When No One Is Watching:
A Thriller by Alyssa Cole for research—to see how
Cole built worlds within her book, as Harrison works
on her own projects. “The part that’s
fun is just going on an adventure
with these people,” says Harrison,
who is working on a new animated
TV series, among other projects.
And after the police killing of
George Floyd, Harrison read and
reread several books on social
justice and racism. “I wanted to
hear very smart, articulate people
express these ideas in a way that
I could process and internalize, because so many
things were happening at the same time,” she says.
A favorite is Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You
by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi. The young
adult book is adapted from Kendi’s book Stamped
from the Beginning, which is about race in America.
“I was really thinking about how Jason was reforming
these ideas specifically for young people,” she says.
And when she just needed to sing out loud, it was
songs from Ungodly Hour by critically acclaimed R&B
duo Chloe x Halle. “I’m always in awe of their vocalization,” she says.
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DECOMPRESSING
AND CREATING

EXPLORING MEDITATION

Leland Melvin (Engr ’91) has traveled out of this world to the
International Space Station twice as an astronaut. But like many of us,
Melvin stayed much closer to home in 2020 and worried that his work—
giving motivational talks—would dry up.
He had nothing to fear. The retired astronaut’s message of resilience,
covered in his book Chasing Space: An Astronaut’s Story of Grit, Grace, and
Second Chances, was more popular than ever via Zoom and other platforms. “People want an inspiring message,” says Melvin, whose NASA
portrait with his two dogs regularly makes the rounds on social media.
In 2020, he gravitated toward focusing on grace. His mother’s name
is Grace, and he’s even named his van Grace. The Art of Grace: On Moving
Well Through Life by Sarah L. Kaufman resonated. “We get so focused on
the stuff we’re doing and why we’re doing it,” Melvin
says. The book by a Pulitzer Prize-winning critic is
about living with grace when you’re forced to live
with it, he says. And he revisited Days of Grace, tennis superstar Arthur Ashe’s memoir.
“To live with grace is powerful, where things
don’t knock you off your feet,” Melvin says. “You
do it gracefully. I think that’s a message for all of us
through this time.”
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Even before March, 2020 had already been a
tough year for Jack Salt (Col ’18, Educ ’19),
the center on UVA’s 2019 championship men’s
basketball team. Lockdown reached his home
country of New Zealand just as he recovered from a six-month bout with mono. A few
months later, a serious knee injury delayed his
plans to play professional basketball there.
But his recovery period from mono helped
prepare him for what was to
come. He’d already gotten
used to being on his own.
And meditation, in particular, has been critical for Salt
as he worked on recovery—
physical and mental.
Waking Up: A Guide to
Spirituality Without Religion,
by neuroscientist Sam
Harris, has been an important text as he explored meditation in the last year. “He’s
been really good for my mental health,” Salt
says. So has Sacred Hoops: Spiritual Lessons
of a Hardwood Warrior, by former NBA coach
Phil Jackson. “That one was perfect for me,”
Salt says. “He’s big on
spirituality and meditation, and he’s a pretty
good basketball coach.
For me, to tie my newfound passion with
meditation and how
it translates over
to basketball, I really
enjoyed
reading
that.”
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FOCUSING
ON GRACE
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The rise and fall of a J-school at UVA
BY ED MILLER

S

eeking to fill a gap in the curriculum, UVA’s Class of 1908
pledged $3,600 to f und a
professorship in an emerging academic field: journalism. Though they
emphasized that they placed no conditions on
their gift, class representatives told the Board
of Visitors they had just the man for the job—
one of their own, a 32-year-old Missourian
named Leon Rutledge Whipple (Grad 1908).
A former newspaper reporter, Whipple had
taught the University’s first journalism course
in 1907 while pursuing a graduate degree in
English. Funding for that course dried up in
1909, but interest in the topic remained high.
“Courses in journalism have long been a felt
need in the work of the University,” class representatives wrote in their proposal in spring
1915. “This is proven by the yearly agitation
in the student body in favor of such courses,
and by the fact that men have been lost to the
University who would have entered, had there
been such courses offered.”
President Edwin A. Alderman agreed. The
19th century notion that newspapering was
a trade that could be learned only by getting

ink on one’s fingers had given way to the belief
that it could be a profession. The University
of Missouri established a J-school in 1908.
Columbia University followed in 1912.
With his practical experience and academic credentials, Whipple seemed the perfect choice to get things started at UVA. He had
not strayed far, working as an editorial writer
at The Washington Times and the Richmond
Times-Dispatch. He jumped at the chance to
return to Grounds, where he had been president of his graduate class, editor-in-chief of the
literary magazine, assistant editor-in-chief of
College Topics, and a member of the Raven and
O.W.L. societies.
The complete man of letters, Whipple even
penned a poem, an ode to honor, love and loss
titled “Song of My Lord’s Forthfaring,” featured
prominently in the 1908 Corks & Curls.
Whipple did not return to Virginia to write
lachrymose lyric poetry, however. A product
of the progressive era, he was an idealist, a
descendent of two signers of the Declaration
of Independence, a fervent civil libertarian
and advocate of free speech who “hoped to
be a dynamic force at the staid institution,” →
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PROFESSOR
LEON WHIPPLE

W

hipple’s downfall began in
November 1917, when he
agreed to speak to the Current
Events Club of Sweet Briar
Institute. Not a tough crowd, one would
think. The topic Whipple chose, “The
Meaning of Pacifism,” was thin ice, however. The United States had entered the
Great War that spring. Intense nationalism and anti-German sentiment were
sweeping the nation.
Academics had been fired for antiwar views. Whether because of naivete
or an exaggerated sense of the protection offered by Jefferson’s fortress of
free thought, Whipple evinced no worry.
Whipple’s speech began, “I am a pacifist for the plain, logical reason that war
does not work.” He kept his remarks
mostly on a 30,000-foot level, saying
the pursuit of peace was the “highest

42 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E

LeonWhipple_vm_121.indd 42

|

and comfort to the enemy. His former
humanity” and that the
employer, the Times-Dispatch, called
United States had missed
for his prosecution. So did a current
an opportunity to set a
one, The Daily Progress, where he moonmoral example. He neither
lighted as an editorial writer
directly criticized the
to supplement his meager
government nor called
adjunct professor’s salary.
for resistance, although
Alderman denounced
criticism of U.S. policy was
Whipp le’s sp eech as
implicit. He said nothing
unpatriotic. The prespro- German, though
ident was a strong
he praised the “coursupporter of the
age and vision” displayed
war effort. Sons of
by Bolshevik Russia in
Virginia were servstaying out of the war.
ing on the f ront
For good measure, he
lines. Sixty-f our
added that in lieu of buywould die.
ing war bonds, he had
Alderman was
donated to the campaign
also feeling the heat
of a socialist, pacifist canof public opinion risdidate f or mayor of New
ing against Whipple.
York City.
Resolutions from alumni
The women of Sweet Briar
chapters arrived f rom all
listened politely. Among them:
over. Politicians piled on, including
President Emilie McVea, who in 1921
Gov. Henry Carter Stuart and U.S. Sen.
would become the f irst woman on
Thomas Martin (Col 1869), the Senate
the University of Virginia Board of
majority leader. Congressman Henry D.
Visitors. McVea thought Whipple was
Flood (Law 1886) just went ahead and
“misguided” but respected his willsaid it: Whipple’s
ingness to speak
speech constituted
on an unpopular
In Virginia, above treason.
topic. It might have
The faculty, for
ended there, but
all places, Whipple w h o m t h e i d e a l
in the 1917 equivalent of an email
clearly believed he of academic f reedom was presumb l a st , W h i p p l e —
had found the ideal a b l y sa c r o sa n c t ,
unbeknownst to
McVea—had sent
community in which quickly abandoned
Whipple. Two days
advance copies of
to pursue, as Jefferson af ter his speech,
his remarks to six
they voted 55-0 to
leading newspapers
had written, “truth repudiate him. The
in the state.
“I hope you will
wherever it may lead.” press kept up its
drumbeat. Whipple
find room for at least
tried to defend himsome of this as these
self from the high ground of principle,
principles cannot be too often enunciinvoking Jefferson and the sacred right
ated,” Whipple wrote.
to speak one’s conscience. But it was not
Enunciating them once was more
a debate many were in the mood to have.
than enough for the state’s editorialists.
“This is no time for academic disNewspapers from Norfolk to Roanoke
cussion of the right of free speech,” the
denounced Whipple as disloyal, unpaTimes-Dispatch declared.
triotic, subversive, a provider of aid

PRESIDENT
ALDERMAN

UNIV ERSITY O F VIRGINIA LIBRA RY

historian Alan
B. B r o m b e r g
(Grad ’68, ’77)
wrote in an article on Whipple
published in 1980
in the Virginia
Magazine of History
and Biography.
In Virginia, above all
places, Whipple clearly
believed he had found the ideal community in which to pursue, as Jefferson had
written, “truth wherever it may lead.”
“[B]y a whole philosophy I am bound
to seek the active, the new, the kinetic
in social life and education,” Whipple
wrote to President Alderman. “It is a
moving, changing world and the true
university will be one that so defines life
to its students that they will not be stifled or bound in a static mental slumber
while the pageant of existence dances by
the door.”
But Whipple misread the room. A
UVA career that began promisingly
ended abruptly, and Virginia’s school of
journalism was abandoned just as it was
getting started.
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of journalism vacated.
Whipple submitted a lengthy written defense in which he again invoked
Jef f erson and denied that speaking
his truth dimmed “the glory of the
University.” Richard H. Wilson, a professor of languages, was the lone faculty
member to stand for him.
The Board went on record affirming
its commitment to freedom of academic
thought “in theory and practice” but just
as unanimously decided that Whipple
had to go.

Whipple, fourth from the left, was editor-in-chief of a literary magazine at
UVA. After his banishment, he became a journalism professor at NYU.
Still, Whipple had his def enders.
Fourteen students signed a letter to
Alderman declaring that Whipple had
never injected his personal views into
his teaching. Several wrote letters to
the editor. Among them was Reuben
Maury (Col 1921), who would win
the Pulitzer Prize for editorial writing
in 1941.
An everyday Virginian, one Harry
W. Hardy of Warm Springs, penned
an economical and eloquent defense
of Whipple, declaring in a letter to the
Times-Dispatch and Daily Progress:
“While we are fighting f or Liberty in
Europe, let us not
be guilty of fighting
against Liberty at
home.”
It was a losing
battle. Whipple’s
fate was sealed when
f aculty discovered
he had of f ered to
teach a class, “The
Ideals of a Pacifist,” to the University’s
extension institute. (He also proposed
teaching “Poems of Childhood,” but
it had no mitigating effect.) A faculty
resolution paved the way for Alderman
and the Board to do what they felt had
to be done.

A special meeting of the BOV was
called f or Nov. 27, just a week af ter
Whipple’s speech. Visitors J.K.M.
Norton and R.T. Irvine sent their regrets
but left no doubt as to where they stood.
Mere dismissal would not “meet (sic)
out the proper punishment to such a
wretch” as Whipple, wrote Norton.
Wrote Irvine: “Jefferson’s University
is not fit soil for seeds of treason.”
The meeting was a formality. Reading
the minutes, one can almost hear the
harrumphing. Alderman opened by saying Whipple had been an energetic and
capable teacher and
that he had always
f elt kindly toward
him. Then he lowered the boom.
“The sacred right
of freedom of speech
so closely bound up
with our University
spirit has been
f reely accorded to
Prof essor Whipple
as to all members of the teaching staff,
but manifestly there is a limit, in law
and reason, to this right, and Professor
Whipple has plainly abused and distorted that right,” Alderman said. His
recommendation was that Whipple’s
appointment be rescinded and the chair

CORKS & CU RLS

The meeting was a
formality. Reading
the minutes, one
can almost hear
the harrumphing.

W

hipple landed on his feet. He
joined the faculty of New York
University as a journalism lecturer in 1919. Promoted to full
professor in 1930, he retired in 1946. He
wrote two books on civil liberties and
died in 1964.
Virginia’s School of Journalism
was suspended, never to return. A second heyday of instruction commenced
in 1976, after the Watergate scandal
renewed interest in reporting. C. Brian
Kelly, an assistant professor of English,
began teaching a news writing class in
1980, joining a robust roster of adjuncts
that already included former Time magazine senior editor Champ Clark.
UVA’s Department of Media Studies,
which looks at media from a cultural,
critical and historical perspective, was
launched in 2000. It offers some practical training, including courses on
sports journalism and sports media
production.
Kelly still teaches news writing, the
only journalism course now of f ered
through the English Department. He
fills both sections, but unlike years gone
by, no longer has a waiting list.
“It’s always been a peripheral
course,” he said. “I sort of joke that I’ve
been fired five times over the years for
budget reasons. Each time they found
money to hire me back before summer
was over.”
Ed Miller is associate editor of
Virginia Magazine.
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG

LeonWhipple_vm_121.indd 43

43

2/17/2021 1:32:58 PM

S
’
D
N
A
PEP B OF I N G
E
TH YEAR SAM B L GER
0
3 S CR E E DMILLE
O N T HBY ED

44 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E

pep_band_VM_0121.indd 44

|

SPRING 2021

2/17/21 3:55 PM

HEATH ER L ANDIS ILLUST RATION

R

unning back Wali Lundy (Col ’06) burst into the end zone,
adding to the Virginia onslaught and further souring the
mood of thousands of West Virginia fans on hand in Charlotte,
North Carolina, for the 2002 Continental Tire Bowl.
Just before halftime of a 48-22 Cavalier win, the Virginia
Pep Band had made its way down through the stands for its
on-field performance, its roughly 100 members conspicuously clad in white pants, blue shirts and orange vests, toting their instruments. At the sight of them, the Mountaineer
faithful reflexively began booing.
“We could hear it move around the stadium as more
and more people stopped paying attention to the game and
focused on us,” says Alex Ham (Engr ’03), who played baritone sax and wrote the halftime show, a send-up of the TV
series The Bachelor.
“We hadn’t done anything yet.”
Many fans undoubtedly remembered the band from 1985,
when it offended Mountaineer sensibilities with a show featuring jokes about the state’s alleged paucity of indoor plumbing and birth control. That was a lifetime ago for these band
members, who were toddlers or preschoolers at the time.
Much had changed in 17 years, as the band was saddled
with extra levels of oversight by the University. It was hard
to be edgy anymore. Certainly, the band could not get away
with some of the antics its forebears pulled off: portraying
disgraced Maryland Gov. Marvin Mandel as a convict, while
blasting “Jailhouse Rock”; piling on an Elvis Presley figure at
midfield to quash rumors that The King wasn’t really dead;
tussling on the field with Virginia Tech band members over a
papier-mâché turkey leg/drum major’s baton. →
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field!” band members never suspected
that af ter 29 seasons, this roughly
10-minute show would be the last the
Pep Band would perform at a Virginia
football game.
“Our time was up,” Ham says. “Maybe
that was all the time we were supposed
to get.”

T

he band was very much a product of its time—the early 1970s—
and the attitudes that prevailed
in those days, says Steve Mershon (Col
’72), one of its founders.
“At the time, the University was very
heavy on long-standing traditions and
had very old and staid positions on some
things,” he says. “One of them was that
we were not the typical State U and did
not have marching bands and homecoming queens.”
UVA had little in the way of marching band tradition. A band began playing at football games around 1934. In
1941, returning home from a loss at Yale,
the band’s bus caught fire between the
jurisdictions of the Charlottesville and
Albemarle fire departments. Neither
responded. The band’s uniforms and
instruments were destroyed.

The 1974-75 Pep Band performs at a
men's basketball game between UVA
and the University of North Carolina.
Never the same, the band soldiered
on before fizzling out in the late 1950s.
A small student pep band played at basketball games but lacked the oompah to
march at football halftimes.
“I vaguely recall going to Scott
Stadium, running out on the field, playing something, and running back into
the stands,” says Harris Lindenfeld
(Col ’69, Grad ’71), a pep band member in the 1960s. “More often than not
there were high school bands.”
Mershon had played in a marching band in high school and missed the
camaraderie. It wasn’t until he returned
to do some graduate work in 1973, however, that he and friends Hugh Riley
(Engr ’75) and Frank Seney (Col ’74)
began brainstorming a concept for a
new band.
The inspiration was an article in The
New York Times on scramble bands at
Ivy League schools and Stanford. An
irreverent band like that seemed to be
a perfect fit for a school that considered
itself a public Ivy.

DAVID M. SK INNER

The band had always taken its satire,
if little else, seriously. That was the code
among “scramble” bands, which were
the antipode to regimented marching
bands. Scramble bands didn’t march.
They sprinted into formations—giant
turkey feet, Mickey Mouse ears, even a
marijuana joint, to name a few that the
Virginia band mustered into in its early
years—as a PA announcer cracked jokes
and musicians blared rollicking noise.
Smart—and smart-alecky—students
played in them. They were studiedly ragtag, bent on bending the rules.
In the early days, the challenge
was writing something funnier than a
Wahoo football first half. Now, the athletic department was much bigger, with
more at stake. The football team had
title aspirations. Some felt UVA needed
a band that reflected this seriousness of
purpose.
Band members knew they no longer had the luxury of crossing the line.
Still, the Tire Bowl script was considered benign, compared with past ones,
and had been vetted by the higher-ups in
the athletic department and by the bowl
game officials. As they prepared to play
in Charlotte, to shouts of “Get off the
SPRING 2021
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After a year of planning, the 60-member band debuted Sept. 21, 1974. Its full
name was the “Award-Winning Virginia
Fighting Cavalier Indoor/Outdoor
Precision (?) Marching Pep Band and
Chowder Society Revue, Unlimited!!!!”
and it operated on a founding principle,
Mershon says:
“We were going to be funny without
being intentionally offensive.”
Those were noble intentions, but in
mid-October of that year as the Virginia
Tech game approached, the jokes proved
too irresistible to pass up. Hokie feathers were ruffled, and offense taken.
The mockery began when the band
ran on the field, gobbling, and formed
an “H” facing the home stands.
“Band, could you please turn the H
around?” said the PA announcer. “The
Tech fans say they can’t read it.”
The band also thanked their counterparts, The Marching Virginians,
for making the trip, and lamented that
Tech’s regimental band, The HightyTighties, was not there as well.
“But as you all know, it’s harvest time
in Blacksburg,” came the punchline.
Shortly thereafter, two Tech band
members ran onto the field and tackled the Pep Band drum major, who was
dressed as Colonel Harland Sanders,
and relieved him of his turkey leg
baton. Pep Band members responded
by tearing off pieces of the HokieBird
mascot’s costume.
Thoroughly entertained, the crowd
chanted “Go Wahoos Go!” Mershon,
however, was concerned about what

he’d unleashed. From the beginning, he
says, he had recognized the potential for
things to get out of hand.
“I knew we were there at the will of
the athletic department and the will of
the University,” he says.
Athletic Director Gene Corrigan had
defended the band, and the grateful
Mershon says he wanted to stay in his
good graces. Mershon began self-censoring. At road games, the Pep Band made
fun of its opponent’s rival, rather than
the opponent itself, as a way of winning
over the crowd.
“I thought it was more fun having
student bodies cheer for us instead of
boo us,” Mershon says.
Mershon eventually stepped aside for
new student leaders. Corrigan continued signing off on shows, and with things
relatively quiet, he merely scanned the
script for the Marvin Mandel spoof in
1977. Though the premise was accurate—Mandel had been convicted of
mail fraud and racketeering—Maryland
officials howled in protest. Maryland AD
Jim Kehoe called the show “tasteless,
rude and discourteous.” Gov. Blair Lee
III, who succeeded Mandel, deemed it
“in incredibly poor taste.”
Though he was at the center of the
storm at the time, Corrigan was able to
make light of the controversy years later,
following the dustup over the first West
Virginia show. By then the AD at Notre
Dame, Corrigan wrote a letter in
support of the band, joking that
he had been called its “illegitimate father.”

“I would prefer to be known as the
father of the illegitimate Pep Band,”
he wrote.
Corrigan wished the band luck,
and cautioned, “you will most likely
always have problems with the Athletic
Department.”

C

orrigan was right; the cat-andmouse relationship eventually grew strained. Corrigan’s
successor, Dick Schultz, continued to
go over scripts joke by joke with good
humor, vetoing the more salacious.
“Sheep jokes almost always got canned,”
Below: A documentary of the Pep Band,
currently in production, shows some of
its energy and style.
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Top: The band with ESPN’s Michael
Wilbon at the 2002 ACC Men’s
Basketball Tournament. Wilbon’s wife,
Sheryl, is a 1988 graduate.
Below: James Maxwell (Col ’04), left,
and Andy Smith (Arch ’01) play at the
Oahu Bowl in December 2000.
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Band “killed” Elvis in front of outraged
Tennessee fans at the 1991 Sugar Bowl,
Virginia State Del. Bob Tata (Educ
’54, ’67), a Republican from Virginia
Beach, drafted a resolution calling for
the General Assembly to ban it from
performing. In response, the administration cut four games from the band’s
schedule for the upcoming season.
Athletic director Jim Copeland (Col
’67, Educ ’77) went further in 1993,
decreeing that although the band could
continue to perform, it could no longer
do comedy sketches and would be run by
a faculty adviser.
“It was no one specific thing—just
the culmination of our experience over
a number of years,” Copeland said at
the time.
The band responded by going on
strike.

I

t’s not as if they were being paid
anyway. While some of UVA’s ACC
rivals awarded band scholarships
and paid directors six-figure salaries,
the Pep Band was a bargain, at least
financially, operating on a few thousand
dollars per year. It was also a paradigm
of something proudly UVA: student
self-governance.
“It was about giving leadership
opportunities to students, and there
were going to be some mistakes made,”
says David Black (Col ’91), who was a
show committee chair and drum major.
Those missteps made headlines, but
the spirit behind them “fed a culture of
enthusiastic service to UVA athletics,”
Black says. The band split into smaller
groups to play at men’s and women’s
basketball games, as well as at sports
like volleyball that might not otherwise

receive much support. Black recalls
playing at a swim meet.
Planning made everything look spontaneous and kept it all humming—the
shows, the rehearsals and the scheduling. For the director, it was a full-time
job. Leading the Pep Band was the most
valuable education he received at UVA,
Black says.
The band drew its share of iconoclasts and pot-stirrers but opened its
arms to all. Laura Reid Krupnick
(Engr ’04) grew up in a quiet, “non-diverse” town in central Virginia and had
her eyes opened, she says.
“It was the first time I was exposed
to such a variety of people,” she says.
“Everyone, from all walks of life, was
welcome. For some of us, it was the first
time we really felt included like that.”
Auditions were required, but someone with no musical training might be
handed a cowbell. For many, the spirit
of the band was the draw. Macbeth
sprinted with a bass drum on his head
and gleefully banged away during musical numbers.
“Student governance was the rose
on our lapel,” says Ed Hardy (Col ’02).
“The rest of the ensemble was cleverness, togetherness, and a deep and abiding love of the culture of Animal House.”
In that spirit of devil-may-care defiance, the banished band took its show
on the road in 1993, playing with Ivy
League scramble bands at Columbia,
Penn, Princeton and Yale. The Ivy bands
came to UVA, too, for parties and protest
shows at O-Hill.
A hastily assembled, Universitysponsored “Sports Band”—dubbed a
“scab” band by some—held things down
at football games. Letter writers and
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says Ron Culberson (Col ’83). After the
first West Virginia controversy, a review
board was created. An associate athletic
director was assigned to serve on it.
It was a thankless job. Though the
board was made up of reps from across
the University—students, alumni,
administration, f aculty—the buck
stopped with the athletic department.
“I had to deal with that mess every
Friday bef ore f ootball games,” says
Wood Selig (Educ ’99), who worked
at UVA from 1988 to 1999 and is now
athletic director at Old Dominion
University. “We would review one script,
and they’d pull out another one.”
“The band did get into a self-radicalization spirit, no doubt about it,” says
Evan Macbeth (Col ’97). After the Pep

2/17/2021 2:46:49 PM
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op-ed columnists duked it out in the
Cavalier Daily and University Journal.
With sentiment generally pro-band,
the exiles returned for the final game of
the season.
Classics majors could have seen it for
what it was: a Pyrrhic victory. The band
had won the battle but ceded ground in
the larger conflict.
Things weren’t the same after 1993.
The band got away with a “Sherman
through Georgia” routine at the 1995
Peach Bowl. “It was glorious; we had the
entire stadium booing us,” Macbeth says.
But the days of headline-grabbing shows
were winding down.
By 2002, the band was feeling marginalized. “A lot of times we didn’t even
submit an idea because we knew it would
get shot down,” Ham says. It performed
just two shows that year, one of them
a “tribute” to South Carolina Senator
and Clemson grad Strom Thurmond in
which the band serenaded the former
segregationist by playing “Live and Let
Die.” The athletic department brought in
other bands, including the high-stepping
Ohio University Marching 110, a band an
athletic department official promised
fans would “enjoy and remember.”
Ham, meanwhile, wanted to cook
up something that fans at the Tire Bowl
would enjoy and remember. He settled
on a mashup of two reality TV shows:
The Bachelor and the upcoming The Real
Beverly Hillbillies. Creators of the latter
show, which never aired, had announced
they were dispatching casting agents to
“mountainous, rural areas” in several
states, including West Virginia, to find a
family willing to move to Beverly Hills.
The premise of the Pep Band skit
was that a UVA Bachelor would choose
between two students: one from UVA
and the other f rom West Virginia.
He would pick the Wahoo, but the
Mountaineer would get the consolation
prize of appearing on The Real Beverly
Hillbillies.
The band was told that the line
wouldn’t fly and was ordered to change
it, Ham says. They were happy to oblige.
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The Pep Band gained media attention after its performance in the 2002
Tire Bowl, shown above. At right,
band members Laura Reid Krupnick
(Engr ’04), Scott Hayes (Engr ’04)
and Vicky O’Connor (Col ’04)
He considered the line that got approved
f unnier: the PA announcer quoting
the TV theme song and saying the
West Virginia woman was “moving to
Beverly … Hills, that is … swimming
pools, movie stars!”
The line struck a nerve during the
performance, although Ham says that
given the band’s history, almost anything
would have.
“We could have gone out there and
played ‘Country Roads’ and it wouldn’t
have made a difference.”
The visuals didn’t help. The Bachelor,
Scott Hayes (Engr ’04) was dressed as a
prep, in khakis and a button-down shirt.
UVA Bachelorette Vicky O’Connor
(Col ’04) wore an orange Virginia
T-shirt. Krupnick, who played the West
Virginia contestant, wore denim overalls, a yellow shirt and pigtails.
She square-danced a step or two, but

media reports that she was barefoot
were exaggerated.
“It was December. It was cold. I was
wearing shoes,” she says. “Things were
blown out of proportion.”
Boos cascaded on the band. “It was
really a rush,” Ham says. Krupnick, however, feared for her safety after a woman
confronted her outside a bathroom later
in the game and fans continued to jeer
band members.
Official opprobrium followed apace.
West Virginia Gov. Robert Wise fired off
a letter saying the performance “perpetuates the unfounded stereotypes that we
in West Virginia are fighting so hard to
overcome.”
President John Casteen (Col ’65,
Grad ’66, ’70) apologized within days.
Bowl officials, who had approved the
script, claimed they had been duped. Yes,
they’d seen the script, but they didn’t
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG

pep_band_VM_0121.indd 49

1,

49

2/17/2021 2:18:25 PM

know there would be square-dancing.
UVA athletic director Craig Littlepage
said at the time that the review board
“didn’t ask enough questions.”

T

he band’s fate hung in the balance as it went about its spring
business. Some students felt
it wasn’t funny anymore. But the band
also had plenty of backers, including
a few in high places. Board of Visitors
rector John Ackerly (Col ’57, Law
’60), sought out band director Adam
Lorentson (Col ’04) at a basketball
game and told him Casteen should have
sent a one-line response to Wise:
“Virginia 48, West Virginia 22.”
But it was too little, too late. Wheels
were turning. At the end of the semester,
the University announced a $1.5 million
gift from Hunter and Carl Smith (Col
’51) to establish a traditional marching
band. Today, it’s the Cavalier Marching
Band. Three hundred strong, it performed at the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day
Parade in 2015.
The Pep Band was disinvited to
play at athletic events. Looking back,
Littlepage says, it was not about the Tire
Bowl show as much as shifting institutional priorities.

“There were a lot of people that just
felt as though if we are serious about a
high-quality athletic program, part of
that in terms of presentation at football
or basketball games should be a more
standard approach.
“To go from kind of a more playful,
not-so-serious tone at the games to an
approach that’s more about enhancing
spirit, as opposed to the focus being the
band itself.”
Says Ham: “Athletics are the front
porch of a University. They f inally
decided they didn’t want us sitting there
with them anymore.”

T

he band played on, off the books.
With the backing of its alumni,
it perf ormed at club sports
games, community events, and even at
Washington Nationals and Washington
Capitals games.
Participation dwindled. It was tough
to recruit new members. Around 2011,
the band scrambled one last time, symbolically at least. Its instruments and
records traveled north from its office
at Lambeth Hall to a storage locker on
Route 29.
The instruments were soon donated
to local high schools. Culberson took the

band’s records to his home in Nelson
County for a sort of forensic examination/archaeological dig.
“Maybe it wasn’t one thing,” he says
of the band’s demise. “The f ootball
team got bigger, people got more sensitive to that type of humor. Maybe the
jokes weren’t as funny, maybe the music
wasn’t as good.
“Things changed.”
Culberson digitally scanned more
than 6,000 documents and images before
the Friends of the Virginia Pep Band
donated them to Alderman Library. A
writer, motivational speaker and humorist, Culberson and film director Chris
Farina (Col ’82) are working on a movie
about the band, called “Pep Banned.”
Farina was not in the band, although
he was a fan. He says the us versus them
part of the story doesn’t interest him as
much as capturing the spirit of a student group that, as Ham puts it, “had a
sense that maybe the world took itself
too seriously.” Farina believes a pep
band reunion may be the best way to
tell the tale.
He wants to get the band back
together.
Ed Miller is associate editor of
Virginia Magazine.

MATT K ELLY

The Pep Band performs outside Lefevre House on move-in day 2001.
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Your Place. Our Purpose.
Lovingston Winery
Nelson County

$2,490,000

Nestled into 65 acres of rolling hills in central Nelson Co., this
successful vineyard has a proven track record of producing
award-winning and highly rated wines. With 11 acres of
vines, a 4000 square foot production facility, and 3 renovated
homes, the property has limitless possibilities. The picturesque
setting and expansive views make this a truly unique business
and lifestyle opportunity.

Black Angus Farm
Scottsville

$850,000
Enjoy total peace and privacy on 66 acres in southern
Albemarle Co., overlooking the James River. Located at the
end of a quiet country lane you will find elevated pasture and
mature forest, as well as perfect building sites with mountain
and river views. A 4BR farmhouse has been updated and
expanded, and is complemented by a 3 car garage and
picturesque barn. Long frontage on Totier Creek. Surrounded
by large farms and estates, 5 minutes to Scottsville.

Twin Locust Farm
Free Union

$1,195,000
Remarkably beautiful farm at the base of the Blue Ridge in
northwestern Albemarle County. Spectacular panoramic views
of the National Park and surrounding countryside. Stylishly
rustic three bedroom farmhouse with copper roof. Premium
building site with stunning views.

Carter Montague, REALTOR®
434.962.3419 | cartermontague.com
MONTAGUEMILLER.COM | 800.793.5393 | CHARLOTTESVILLE | AMHERST | MADISON | CULPEPER | ORANGE
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ON THE SHELF
From academic research to
rollicking fiction, UVA alumni
and faculty members have
been churning out books on
a variety of topics. Here’s a
look at some of them.

Better Luck
Next Time

Family history was
a spark f or Better
Luck Next Time, the
latest novel by Julia
Claiborne Johnson
(Col ’81). Set in 1938
Reno, Nevada, then
dubbed the world’s
divorce capital, the
action primarily takes
place on the Flying Leap
dude ranch, which provided a place for women to stay as they
established state residency so they could
get divorced. During the Depression,
Johnson’s father worked as a cowboy
at a Nevada divorce ranch. The similarities between the book and real life
mostly end there, Johnson says, but the
setting seemed like fertile territory to
explore—a place where men were the eye
candy and women had some control. “A
flip of the usual situation,” says Johnson,
whose first book, Be Frank With Me, was
a Los Angeles Times bestseller.
The result is a f ast-paced, can’tput-down story that explores the paths
of Ward, a one-time student at Yale
University who works as a cowboy at
the Flying Leap to make ends meet,
and two of the wealthy women who stay
there and form a bond. Together, they
navigate issues of life, love, marriage
and divorce.
52 V I R G I N I A M AGA Z I N E
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Three Rings:
A Tale of Exile, Narrative,
and Fate
Black Futures

Black Futures seeks to answer this question: “What does it mean to be Black and
alive right now?” And the book, which
features a collection of essays, art, social
media screenshots, recipes, memes and
manifestos, demands active reading.
Editors Jenna Wortham (Col ’04),
a staff writer for The New York Times
Magazine, and Kimberly Drew, a writer,
curator and activist, encourage readers
to start the book where they please, have
a device nearby to seek out more information and take away lessons to implement in their daily lives.
In a kind of choose-your-own-adventure format, a color-coded system calls
out pages with key wisdom or prophetic
prose or incendiary works, Wortham
says. The book is designed to feel like
surfing online, she says, as if readers are
switching between tabs depending on
what grabs their attention—photos of
Black women’s hair, a recipe for coconut sweetbread or an article about Black
progressive political candidates.
“It’s meant to be an opening, a portal,” Wortham says. “We’re not really trying to tell you what it means to be Black
and alive. Here’s a survey of some folks
who are thinking about those questions,
and you can ask them for yourself.”

Three Rings: A Tale of Exile, Narrative,
and Fate, published by the University
of Virginia Press, goes in circles, as the
title suggests, and struggle is a theme.
There’s the struggle of bestselling author
Daniel Mendelsohn (Col ’82) to write
two other books, a family story about
the Holocaust and another about what
happened when his father enrolled in
the Odyssey seminar he teaches at Bard
College. And there’s the struggle of three
other authors—Jewish philologist Erich
Auerbach, 17th century French archbishop François Fénelon and German
novelist W.G. Sebald—as they grapple
with questions of storytelling.
“It’s really the story about how writers think about problems of how to tell
a story,” says Mendelsohn, whose critically acclaimed books usually intertwine
personal narratives and literary analysis. The book is based, in part, on a series
of lectures that Mendelsohn gave at UVA
in 2019 about how the Odyssey influenced Auerbach, Fénelon and Sebald.
“It’s a special book for me because
it came out of a UVA experience,”
Mendelsohn says. “I still go back to
Charlottesville every year after 40 years.
And a book about returns and rings and
circling—it was especially meaningful
for me to do the lectures and then work
with UVA Press.”
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Arts
A Question of
Freedom: The
Families who
Challenged
Slavery from
the Nation’s
Founding to the
Civil War

Do Right by Me:
Learning to Raise Black
Children in White Spaces

Do Right by Me: Learning to Raise Black
Children in White Spaces was originally
conceived to help white parents raising
Black or biracial children. But as the
authors dove into the writing, it quickly
became about more than that, says
co-author Valerie I. Harrison (Col
’84). Harrison, who is Black, wrote the
book with her longtime friend and colleague at Temple University, Kathryn
Peach D’Angelo, who is the white adoptive mother of a biracial son. (Susan
Jarvis Ragland (Col ’83), Harrison’s
friend from UVA, created illustrations
for the book.)
The book advises how all of us can
help Black children in any family navigate white spaces, says Harrison, senior
adviser for equity, diversity and inclusion to Temple’s president. Through
research and compelling stories about
D’Angelo’s and Harrison’s life experiences, the authors build the case for how
critical it is for Black children to develop
a racial identity, how racism impacts
the lives of Black people today, and how
to help Black children lead happy and
healthy lives.
“It is helpful for anyone who wants
to take that journey from moving to a
general awareness that racism exists in
America to understanding how it continues to operate in the lives of Black
people and to doing something about
it,” Harrison says.

The Shadow Drawing:
How Science Taught
Leonardo How to Paint

With The Shadow Drawing: How Science
Taught Leonardo How to Paint, UVA art
history professor Francesca Fiorani’s
goal is to dispel the belief that Leonardo
da Vinci was a dual genius—an artist, who produced the Mona Lisa and
the Last Supper, and a scientist, who
imagined the flying machine and other
advancements. In reality, Fiorani’s
research shows, he was a scientist all
along, interested in the study of light,
shadow and optics as he attempted to
represent the human soul.
“His art, from the very beginning,
from his early training in Florence in the
workshop of a master, was imbued with
deeply scientific ideas,” she says. Fiorani
spent a decade researching and writing
the book. And although she first planned
to write an academic work, she shifted
gears to produce something more accessible to the general public.
“It really gave me the opportunity
to rethink what it means to do scholarship in the humanities today and how we
should rethink the way we communicate
our research beyond the small group of
peers and scholars in our field,” she says.
“I really hope art historians will enjoy
it, but I hope there will be other people
who would as well.”

Just as enslaved people used the secret
Underground Railroad
network to f lee the
South, they also went to
the courts—filing hundreds of freedom
suits—to escape the bondage of slavery.
In A Question of Freedom: The
Families who Challenged Slavery from
the Nation’s Founding to the Civil War,
William G. Thomas III (Grad ’91,
’95) calls these freedom suits a “public counterpart” to the Underground
Railroad. With deep research and revelations about surprising personal
connections to the history, Thomas, a
history professor at the University of
Nebraska, Lincoln, covers the decadeslong efforts of generations of enslaved
families in Maryland to gain freedom
through the courts.
“In most U.S. history textbooks,
there are only a handful of Black figures named in this period—Harriet
Tubman, Frederick Douglass,” Thomas
says. “Families are almost never mentioned by name. Black families who participated in the founding of the nation.
And as I look at the freedom suits, that’s
what I see. We need a new narrative. We
have had separate spheres of historical
understanding for so long that only by
acknowledging the incompleteness of
our national narrative can we move forward. And I think the way to do that is
to tell new stories, tell stories that complete that history.”
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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Arts
AND THE LIST GOES ON ...
At the Threshold of Liberty: Women,
Slavery, & Shifting Identities in
Washington, D.C. by Tamika Y. Nunley (Grad
’12, ’15), an assistant professor of American
history at Oberlin College, covers how Black
women defined themselves during the Civil
War era.
Friends Like These by James
V. Irving (Col ’76) is a mystery
that centers on Joth Proctor,
an underemployed criminal
defense lawyer.

Aliens, Robots & Virtual Reality Idols
in the Science Fiction of H. P. Lovecraft,
Isaac Asimov and William Gibson by John
L. Steadman (Grad ’85) dives into the works
of all three authors to find similarities.
Better Great Than Never:
Believing It’s Possible Is
Where Champions Begin by
rower Lindsay Dare Shoop (Col
’03) is about her unlikely path
to becoming an NCAA Division 1
All-American and winning Olympic gold.
Girls of a Certain Age by Maria Adelmann
(Grad ’12), out in February, is a collection of
stories about the “impossible choices” of
being a woman in the 21st century.
The Exiles by Christina Baker
Kline (Grad ’90), author of
Orphan Train and A Piece of
the World, was an instant New
York Times bestseller that tells
the story of three women in
19th century Australia.
Why Fish Don’t Exist: A Story of Loss,
Love, and the Hidden Order of Life by
Radiolab co-host and science journalist Lulu
Miller (Grad ’12) mixes biography, memoir
and scientific adventure in a book that the Los
Angeles Times called “remarkable” and The
Wall Street Journal called “seductive.”
Buried Dreams: The Hoosac Tunnel and
the Demise of the Railroad Age by Andrew
R. Black (Col ’66) explores the history of
the 19th century railroad tunnel built in
northwestern Massachusetts.
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A Little Rebellion Is a Good
Thing: Troubles at Traymore
College by Duncan L. Clarke
(Grad ’70), professor emeritus
of international relations at
American University, is a novel
about a professor’s experience at a remote
women’s college where academic freedoms
are diminished and is based on Clarke’s
experience as a faculty member at Radford
College from 1969 to 1970.
Colossal Ambitions: Confederate Planning
for a Post-Civil War World by Adrian
Brettle (Grad ’14), a lecturer at Arizona State
University, studies what Confederate thinkers
planned for the future.
Best New Poets 2020, edited by James
Livingood (Col ’86, Grad ’00), an assistant
English professor at UVA, is an annual
collection of 50 poems from emerging writers.
White Blood: A Lyric of
Virginia by Kiki Petrosino (Col
’01), a UVA poetry professor,
considers the “knotty legacies of
slavery and discrimination in the
Upper South.”
Constellations for Kids: An Easy Guide to
Discovering the Stars by Kelsey Johnson,
an astronomy professor at UVA and founding
director of the Dark Skies, Bright Kids
program, helps kids ages 6 to 9 learn more
about stars and constellations.
More Truly and More Strange: 100
Contemporary American Self-Portrait
Poems, edited by Lisa Russ Spaar (Col ’78,
Grad ’82), a UVA professor and director of
creative writing, is a collection of self-portrait
poems.
The New American: A Novel
by Micheline Aharonian
Marcom, a creative writing
professor at UVA, is the story
of an undocumented college
student who gets deported and
works to get back to the U.S., regardless of the
challenges.
The Perfect Marriage by Adam Mitzner
(Law ’89) is a novel about the “collateral
damage” of a couple’s first year married.

The Knockout Queen: A
Novel by Rufi Thorpe (Grad
’09) is called a “dazzling and
darkly comic novel of love,
violence and friendship in the
California suburbs.”
The Bird-Friendly City: Creating Safe
Urban Habitats by Timothy Beatley (Arch
’79), a professor of sustainable communities
at UVA School of Architecture’s Department
of Urban and Environmental Planning,
considers how we can make cities more
friendly for birds.
In The Song Is You: Musical
Theatre and the Politics
of Bursting into Song and
Dance, Bradley Rogers
(Col ’04), an assistant
professor of theater studies
at Duke University, “reveals new ways of
understanding musical theatre.”
Time Being is the fourth book
of poetry by Oni Buchanan
(Col ’97). Its combination of
“wry humor, nerve, empathy,
wisdom and outrage exposes
the laughably absurd and the
evisceratingly tragic all at once.”
Atomic Doctors: Conscience and
Complicity at the Dawn of the Nuclear
Age by James L. Nolan Jr. (Grad ’92, ’95),
a professor of sociology at Williams College,
offers a look at the dilemmas faced by doctors
involved in the Manhattan Project, including
Nolan’s grandfather.
Cadillac Platoon: A Vietnam
War Novel by E. Lawrence
“Larry” Adams (Engr ’71), a
decorated Vietnam veteran,
is a “complicated love story
superimposed on the stark
reality of 1968 Vietnam.”
Colonists, Citizens, Constitutions: Creating
the American Republic by James Hrdlicka
(Grad ’16) includes a foreward by the late
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
and features historical documents that “tell
the story of American constitutionalism” from
the 1700s to the turn of the 20th century.

–Sarah Lindenfeld Hall
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President’s Letter

STARTING
THE DIALOGUE

U

VA has always been known
for its traditions, many of
them dating back decades
or more. But every once in a
while, it’s good to start a new one—connected to the old.
I write this in January, a week
af ter the first of what we’re calling
“Democracy Dialogues.” This particular
event was hosted by Larry Sabato and
featured former U.S. House Speaker
Paul Ryan, New Jersey Gov. Phil
Murphy, CBS’s Margaret Brennan
(Col ’02) and others discussing the
current political landscape. More than
4,500 people tuned in, making it the
largest virtual event in UVA history.
Part of the interest in the event
stemmed from its timeliness. Earlier
that day, rioters had overwhelmed
the U.S. Capitol in an attempt to stop
members of Congress from certifying the results of the 2020 presidential election. It was a violent attack on
our democracy and a truly shocking
moment in American history.
In the short run, we obviously must
hold the people behind this attack
accountable and make sure it does not
happen again. In the long run, our task
is more difficult: finding a way to bridge
a political divide that seems to be growing deeper by the day. If we cannot do
this, we risk losing the bonds of citizenship that hold this country together.
While the immediate steps in the
af termath of the Capitol attack are
for law enforcement and lawmakers
to take, universities have an important role in the longer-term work of
repairing and restoring faith in our
democracy.
The Democracy Dialogues,
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organized by my office and
t h e n e w l y f o r m e d U VA
Institute of Democracy, are
an attempt to contribute to that effort
by examining the most pressing issues
facing our democracy, considering different points of view and trying to promote understanding at a time when
we desperately need it. The format of
the events will vary, from debates and
panels to roundtable discussions and
fireside chats. But all of them will feature experts with different perspectives discussing a topic relevant to our
democracy in a civil, respectful and
informative way.
One of the reasons I’m excited about
this new tradition is that it represents
an extension of our original purpose as
a university.

government in whatever ways we can.
At the same time, these dialogues
will help fulfill another core mission of
the University, which is to prepare our
students to be comfortable engaging
with different points of view.
In my experience, conf ronting
ideas with which you disagree, sometimes strongly, is one of the best ways
to sharpen your own thinking and even
change your mind—both of which are
part of learning and growing. It’s also
an opportunity to practice the art of
generous listening and developing a
habit of trying to understand an argument before expressing agreement or
disagreement.
I continue to believe it is possible
to be both persuasive and passionate while also being civil and respect-

In my experience, confronting ideas
with which you disagree, sometimes
strongly, is one of the best ways to
sharpen your own thinking.
UVA has always had a special
connection to American democracy. Thomas Jefferson founded the
University to train citizen-leaders, and
we have been imperfectly serving a
democracy that is itself imperfect ever
since—growing and changing as our
democracy has grown and changed,
ever widening the circle of participants
while continuing to struggle with and
address injustices past and present.
That challenge remains as fresh and
important today as it was in 1819. And
as our democratic experiment faces its
latest test, we should continue to work
to strengthen and sustain our system of

ful of others. Ideally, these dialogues
will serve as a model f or what passionate-but-respectful conversations
and debate can look like. In this way,
I hope the Democracy Dialogues will
strengthen our own community, promote understanding, and encourage
citizens everywhere to help perfect our
union at a time when so much hangs in
the balance.
I hope you’ll join us in this endeavor.

JAMES E. RYAN (LAW ’92)
President of the University of Virginia
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New Contributing Members

The following alumni recently demonstrated their commitment to the University of Virginia Alumni Association and
its important programs and activities by becoming contributing members of the Association.

Leverett L. Trump Jr. (Educ ’65)
Mary Kathryn Harrington (Educ ’67)
Dennis M. Gehley (Com ’68)
Mary C. Gearing (Educ ’70)
Charlotte M. Sours (Educ ’70)
William G. Wermuth (Engr ’70)
Cathy S. Valentin (Educ ’71)
Connie S. Vogt (Educ ’71)
Stephen H. Watts II (Law ’72)
Larry N. Port (Col ’73)
Frank W. Rogers (Educ ’74)
Martha Sandlin Walton (Col ’74)
Edward C. Witthoefft Jr. (Educ ’74)
Sandra H. Lee-Muzik (Educ ’75)
Robert W. Ericson (Law ’76)
Celia C. Goldstein (Educ ’76)
Thomas S. Lewis (Col ’76)
H. Brooks Smith (Col ’76)
Mary Ann McClurd Bender (Educ ’77)
Joan E. Erdmann (Law ’77)
Mary Jane M. Guffey (Col ’77)
Judith Ann Nowak (Res/Fel ’77)
Ellen E. Spong (Col ’77)
C. Ridley Bain (Law ’78)
Lawrence C. Caldwell III (Engr ’78)
Margaret A. White (Col ’78)
Olive Dent Shortridge (Educ ’79)
Gregory H. Davis (Col ’81)
Lee Larson Cornwell (Col ’82)
Michelle V. Jackson (Col ’83)
Howard J. Kittell (Arch ’83)
Nancy J. Cable (Grad ’84)
Janel N. Kasparson (Com ’84,
Grad ’92)
Leslie Harper Downey (Col ’85)
Lois Thomas Koontz (Col ’86)
Alegra A. Goulbourne (Col ’87)
Joseph A. Haley Jr. (Arch ’88)
Keith Campbell (Col ’89)
Jane K. Tuller (Med ’89)
Donna Dawson Lewis (Col ’90,
Educ ’93)
Teri Moore (Nurs ’90)
Barbara K. Smith (Engr ’90)
Courtney Harned (Col ’91, Educ ’96)
Todd Stawarz (Engr ’91, ’93)
Robert Conrad Forsythe (Col ’92)
Deborah A. Candeub (Darden ’93)
Rebeccah Hood Collins (Col ’93)
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Lisa R. D’Virgilio (Darden ’93)
Cindy K. Handy (Col ’93)
Lewanda Sims Gallimore (Com ’94)
Allison R. Krug (Col ’94)
Christopher N. Melling (Darden ’94)
Mathilde H. Crutchfield (Col ’95,
Med ’99)
Leanne Godwin Hall (Nurs ’95)
David W. Hartman (Grad ’95)
Scott Byron Knight (Engr ’95)
Stephanie Brown McKenzie
(Com ’95)
Marc Joseph Rosenberg (Col ’95)
Virginia Sabet (Col ’95)
Cleo Doan Anast (Col ’96)
Taylor A. Cates (Col ’96)
Tracy Michelle Eppard (Col ’96)
Meredith Birdsong Guns (Col ’96)
Justin Anthony Joseph (Col ’96)
Linda Young Lee (Com ’96)
Mark Thomas Mahoney (Col ’96)
Krishna Mallik (Med ’96, Res/Fel ’02)
Angela Aggarwal Pereira (Med ’96)
Suzanne R. Pritzker (Col ’96,
Educ ’97)
Mark R. Spencer (Arch ’96)
Aimee L. Campbell (Col ’97)
Romell Haynes Johnson (Col ’97,
Educ ’97)
Christopher Patrick Keefe (Law ’97)
Darren J. Mahoney (Col ’97)
Bryan David Stambaugh (Col ’97,
Educ ’97)
Annie M. Turner (Engr ’97)
Antar K. Vaughan (Col ’97)
John C. Cappelmann (Col ’98)
Cindy Waters Dodge (Com ’98)
Erica Gupta (Col ’98)
Tricia Lin (Col ’98)
Rajiv Sharma (Col ’98, Med ’02)
Jennifer Steding (Col ’98)
Mary Rose Stuhldreher (Col ’98)
Nadia S. Anderson (Com ’99,
Com ’00)
Jacqueline W. Lucas (Col ’99)

Wendy Walton Matthews (Engr ’99)
Jason R. Scott (Com ’99)
Calvin D. Wills Jr. (Col ’99)
Danny Chong Han (Engr ’00)
Micah J. Sherman (Col ’00)
Richard R. Spady (Com ’00)
Brian R. Carter (Res/Fel ’01)
Margaret Knox Wallace (Col ’01)
LaKeesha N. Woods (Grad ’01,
Grad ’05)
Sarah E. Harris (Col ’02)
Emily Chee Ping Lowe (Col ’02)
Meredith Lufkin Majoch (Com ’02)
Ashesh N. Parikh (Col ’02)
Noah E. Egge (Col ’03, Grad ’05,
Educ ’10)
Do-Hoon Lee (Engr ’03)
Bradley A. Comstock (Col ’04)
Georgia P. Lindsey (Col ’04)
Deirdre Murphy Ramsey (Col ’04)
Sean White (Col ’04)
Stephanie J. Adams (Col ’06)
Emily J. Beliles (Col ’06)
Elizabeth Cornelison Cathcart
(Col ’06)
John R. Goodpasture (Col ’06)
Nicole Gray (Com ’06)
Jennifer Hart (Educ ’06)
Joseph J. Maurer (Engr ’06, Engr ’08)
Thomas D. Henry (Res/Fel ’07)
Michelle C. Jackson (Col ’07)
Stephanie W. Tharp (Educ ’07)
Kimberly R. Diaz (Col ’09, Darden ’19)
Michael K. Bartlett (Col ’10)
Hallie L. Groff (Arch ’10)
Paul B. Josey (Arch ’10)
Jason R. Lomboy (Col ’10)
Ololade O. Olamide (Darden ’10)
Damian A. Price (Col ’11)
John D. Wyatt (Com ’12)
James J. Jamison (Darden ’13)
Danielle R. Kraner (Col ’13)
Jared W. Hand (Col ’14)
Grace E. Hollis (Col ’14)
Thomas G. Antonelli (Col ’15)

Luke Peter Bellocchi (Darden ’15)
Anna C. Burke (Col ’15)
Erin M. Ennis (Col ’15)
Victoria M. Goode (Grad ’15)
Robert D. Petri (Col ’15)
Jennifer Morgan Tafuto (Educ ’15)
Sarah K. Falls (Com ’19)
Andrew Kepley (Engr ’19)
Gregory V. Arnold (Col ’20)
Joseph T. Bruce (Engr ’20)
Matthew J. Calayo (Col ’20)
Pranay Dubey (Engr ’20)
Gabrielle J. Goodove (Col ’20)
Matthew B. Harrison (Col ’20)
Jack M. Shea (Engr ’20)
Stephen W. Stricker (Com ’20)
Henry H. Woodward (Com ’20)
Will O. Ayscue (Engr ’21)
Jacklyn Chen (Batten ’21)
Vinay Garimella (Engr ’21)
Tristan L. Gess (Col ’21)
Haleigh M. Hopper (Educ ’21)
Shivani P. Lakshman (Col ’21)
Nicholas C. Madamba (Col ’21)
Logan L. Murtha (Com ’21)
May P. Robison (Col ’21)
Matthew T. Ryan (Col ’21)
Erika L. Speicher (Col ’21)
Spencer C. Whitney (Com ’21)
Shannon L. Hepp (Engr ’22)
Clare Meehan (Col ’23)
Grace Dwight Stevenson (Col ’23)
Nicholas L. Tortora (Col ’23)
Emmett Halim Aydin (Col ’24)
Skyla Alma-Annette Bailey (Col ’24)
Aydan Kaley Moskowitz (Col ’24)
Emma Grace Reilly (Col ’24)
Kenneth L. Elmore

To join the Alumni Association, call 434-243-9000, visit alumni.virginia.edu,
or write to Alumni Hall, P.O. Box 400314, Charlottesville, VA 22904.
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COMMUNITY

YOUR
MEMBERSHIP
MATTERS

The UVA Alumni Association is all about community, and Membership
is a celebration of that community. Contributing Members are some
of our most passionate alumni who have made a one-time financial
commitment to support the Alumni Association. We’d love to count you
among those members. Be part of a community of people who share a
passion for the place you once called home.

Become a
Contributing
Member!
alumni.virginia.edu/membership
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Time
Capsule

Who was your favorite
band or musical artist
while you were at UVA?

BY JUDY LE

Dave Matthews
performs at
the Ampitheatre
in 1994.

“Janis Joplin. There were

CO R KS & CUR LS

AMAZING sounds emanating
from U-Hall the four years before
I graduated in 1971, but she was
ABSOLUTELY the best. When
fans went crazy and security
swarmed the stage, she famously
shouted to them ‘Get the f*** off
my stage,’ bringing the house
down.” —Trip Lynch (Col ’71)

“One day a group of us were walking near the Rotunda and we heard
music on the Lawn. It was, no joke,
The 5th Dimension! Marilyn McCoo,
Billy Davis Jr. and the others singing ‘Stoned Soul Picnic,’ ‘Wedding
Bell Blues’ and such! And few ’Hoos
were in attendance. What? So I’ll go
with The 5th Dimension, who sang
so incredibly that day for such a
small audience.”
—Burt Smiley (Col ’70)

About 50 alumni from the mid-’70s
to the late ’80s wrote in about the
Skip Castro Band, including Susan
Richardson Powell (Nurs ’84), who
shared this: “Of course Skip Castro!
My boyfriend (a ‘townie’ and now
husband of 32 years!) was a friend
of theirs so we went to see them
play all the time. So much fun!
My husband still has one of their
original T-shirts. He won’t wear it
to keep it nice. ;-)”
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Dozens of alumni from the ’90s
through the ’10s noted local outfit Dave Matthews Band, including
Sara Habibian (Nurs ’95), who shared
this memory: “I was one of the ones
who got to pay $5 to see them play at
Trax every Tuesday night, and Dave
would have to give us rides back
home to our dorms after because the
buses didn’t run that late and we had
no car because it was first semester of
first year and my friends and I were
pretty much the only people there.”
David Henley (Col ’02) shared: “When
they played Scott Stadium in Spring
2001, it was epic. Such a huge event
that engrossed the whole of Grounds
and the C’ville community. It was the
ultimate concert of my time at UVA.”
Several alumni also mentioned the
Boyd Tinsley Trio, before Tinsley
joined DMB.

CORKS & CURLS

Several alumni from the 1960s
and early ’70s enthusiastically
submitted Doug Clark and the Hot
Nuts, the party band that played
Southern fraternities for decades.
Creeper and the Vi-Dells were also
fraternity favorites through the
1970s. And The Casuals ft. Johnny
Sportcoat was popular with students through the early ’80s.

When we asked alumni
about their favorite
college-year bands, the
answers ran the gamut.
Here is a selection:

“So hard to
pick just
one; ugh.
I’ll pick
Jimmy
Buffett.”
—Hena Hasan
(Col ’89)
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“ROBERT
RANDOLPH.”

—Jordan Moniuszko (Engr ’09)

“SHANNON WORRELL.”

—Cricket Bedford (Col ’89) and
Tim Jarrett (Col ’94)

“TOAD THE
WET SPROCKET

(still my favorite band today!)”
—Sara Calvarese (Col ’98)

“The Replacements. I remember
seeing them at Trax in 1986.
Other favorite shows: Talking
Heads (U-Hall ca. 1983);
Grateful Dead (Richmond,
Norfolk, Merriweather), Elvis
Costello (’83); King Sunny Ade
(Mem Gym ca. ’82); The
Fleshtones (St. Anthony Hall
’82). Lots of great music!”
—Christopher Marston (Arch ’86)

“ANDERSON .PAAK AND THE
FREE NATIONALS AT THE
AMPHITHEATRE. MILO AT THE
WXTJ CHAPEL SHOW.”
Talking Heads at
U-Hall in 1983

CORKS & CURLS

SARSAPARILLA.
“SGG&L

“Loved Taylor Swift and Ed Sheeran
(still do!). In 2013, my Dabney hallmate
(Kathleen Hanley [Engr ’17]) and I went
to see the Red Tour at JPJ where Ed
was her opening act. Such a fun way to
kick off my first few weeks at UVA!”
—Ashley Kate Kesler (Col ’17)

—Chase Browning (Col ’19)

Several alumni from the ’70s
wrote in about Charlottesville
country rock band

M IN A PIRASTEH

Taylor Swift
at John Paul
Jones Arena
in 2013

“Phish. And they were before
and they still are, and I imagine
they always will be.”
—Nicholas N. Lenderking-Brill (Col ’12)

(or any combination)”
—Gretchen M. Tibbits (Col ’89)

THE
ROLLING
STONES

had fans both in the 1960s and
much later, including Rebecca
Shields (Col ’01) and William
Buchanan Dunavant (Col ’20)

“OUTKAST.”

Several alumni from the 1950s through 1970
wrote in about jazz titan Louis Armstrong.

—Michelle Anne Coles (Col ’02)

“WILCO.”

—Jim Prosser (Col ’05)

“JUSTIN TIMBERLAKE,
TOVE LO OR FETTY WAP.”

For our next issue:

What was the must-have fashion piece
while you were at UVA? Tell us about it at
uvamag.com/timecapsules, and we’ll
select some to run in the Summer magazine.

—Deanna Madagan (Educ ’17)
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This year,
we’re bringing the

HOO-RAH-RAY
to you!

JUST BECAUSE we can’t be together on Grounds for
Reunions doesn’t mean your class’s milestones are any less
important. Let’s celebrate our alumni community in a brand
new way with our BIGGEST REUNIONS EVER!
The Alumni Association looks forward to virtually celebrating
undergraduate classes that end in -0, -1, -5, -6 from June 9-12!
Visit virginiareunions.com for more information.

Reunions is sponsored by
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Class Notes
’50s
Tom Evans (Col ’53, Law ’56 CM), former
U.S. congressman from Delaware, is the
subject of a new book by Lois Hoffman,
Barriers: The Life and Legacy of Tom
Evans. Evans represented Delaware in
the 1970s and ’80s and worked his way
into the center of political power. He built
coalitions of Democrats and Republicans,
including President Reagan, to pass
major environmental legislation despite
opposition from big-money lobbyists. The
Coastal Barrier Resources Act, touted
by The New York Times as “the most
important environmental legislation no
one has ever heard of,” and the Alaska
Lands Act are among his most significant achievements. Barriers is a window
into his life’s work. It speaks to a common-sense approach to legislation and
consensus-building in interactions with
others that got lost in the decades since
he served.
William W. Purkey (Educ ’57, ’58,
’64 CM), professor emeritus of counselor education at the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro, co-published Developing Inviting Schools: A
Beneficial Framework for Teachers and
Leaders. Purkey developed an innovative
approach to education called Invitational
Education. He lives in Tallahassee,
Florida, with his extended family.
Jimmie Crowder (Col ’58 CM) owns a
funeral home in his hometown of South
Hill, Virginia.

’60s
Michael H. Ebner (Grad ’66, ’74 CM)
is the recent recipient of the Chicago
History Museum’s J. Young Scammon

Award for Exemplary Service. A museum
trustee for 30 years, he has served on
three presidential search committees
and is the founder of the Chicago Urban
History Seminar, sponsored by the
museum since 1984. Ebner is the James
D. Vail III professor of American history,
emeritus, at Lake Forest College, where
he taught from 1974 until 2007 and
served as senior adviser to the president.
He previously taught at Lehman College
and The City College, campuses of City
University of New York.
Myron Steele (Col ’67, Law ’70 CM), a
lawyer with Potter Anderson & Corroon,
was recognized by the Delaware State Bar
Association with the organization’s First
State Distinguished Service Award. He
was also recognized in the summer 2020
edition of Senior Lawyer News, published
by the Virginia State Bar, as a recipient of
the organization’s 50 Year Award. Steele
is the former chief justice of the Supreme
Court of Delaware. Previously, he served
as a judge of the Superior Court and a
vice chancellor of the Delaware Court of
Chancery after 18 years in private litigation practice.
David Craig Landin (Col ’68, Law ’72
CM) has established the Landin Law
Group, for which the primary office is in
Richmond, Virginia.
James Tyson Currie (Grad ’69, ’75
CM) has retired after nearly 50 years
of working. After two years as a graduate student in the U.S. Army ROTC at
UVA, he spent 30 years in the Army,
active and reserve, reaching the rank of
colonel. He taught history and political
science at the college and university level,
including three years at Jackson State
University and 18 years at the National
Defense University, Industrial College of
the Armed Forces. He worked on Capitol
Hill for almost eight years, serving as

Indicates a corresponding photograph or video
online at uvamagazine.org/classnotes.
CM Indicates Contributing Member of the Alumni Association

associate historian of the U.S. House of
Representatives and as a staffer for U.S.
Sens. Lloyd Bentsen, David Boren and
John Glenn. He was director of federal
relations for the National Association
of State Treasurers and legislative
affairs director for the National Marine
Manufacturers Association. For the past
six years, Currie was executive director of
the Commissioned Officers Association
of the U.S. Public Health Service. He is a
20-year member of Screen Actors Guild
and has appeared as an extra in such
series as House of Cards and Homeland.
He published three books and 30 peerreviewed articles and has had two pieces
published in the “Humor in Uniform”
section of Reader’s Digest. He lives with
his wife, Janis, in Alexandria, Virginia.
Their son, Matthew, is a graduate student
at Chestnut Hill College.
Charles Edwards (Col ’69 CM) published a book on aging, Much Abides: A
Survival Guide for Aging Lives. He was
a cardiovascular surgeon in his hometown of Charlotte, North Carolina, for 29
years. After both of his parents died from
dementia, he sought training at Johns
Hopkins University in dementia and
returned to Charlotte to open a nonprofit
center dedicated to the care of patients
and families struggling with memory
loss. His late-life experience with these
patients and families inspired this book,
which focuses on living the last years of
your life with passion and purpose.

’70s
Elliott Light (Engr ’70, Law ’73) published his fourth book, Throwaways. A
Jake Savage Mystery, the novel follows
the sleuth on a journey into the seedy
underworld of sex trafficking after he
discovers the body of a young girl off the
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Florida coast.
Bissell Roberts (Law ’71 CM) of
Prospect, Kentucky, was appointed to a
four-year term on the Kentucky Registry
of Election Finance by Gov. Andy Beshear
(Law ’03). Roberts also serves as chair of
the board of the Henry Clay High School
Hall of Fame.
Sheldon Zablow (Col ’73, Med ’77), an
adult and child psychiatrist, has published a nutrition book, Your Vitamins
Are Obsolete: The Vitamer Revolution—A
Program for Healthy Living and Healthy
Longevity. The book describes the connection between the deficiency of bioactive
forms of B vitamins called vitamers and
the worsening of the universal illness of
chronic inflammation because of DNA epigenetic hypomethylation. Zablow taught
at University of California, San Diego
Medical School, as a voluntary supervisor
of child psychiatry fellows, where he was
presented with two teaching awards.
Robert Bové (Col ’74 CM) has published
his third full-length book of poems,
Pandemic Poetry Reader. He and his wife
live in Brooklyn Heights, New York.
Rob Hilliard (Col ’74 CM) published two
novels, What Are the Odds? The Calculus
of Coincidence and All In?... Beware the
Cross Currents. The works of fiction, set
in 1983, revolve around two prominent
families, the Wellingtons of Lexington,
Kentucky, and the Cutters of Leesburg,
Virginia, and their thoroughbred breeding
and racing enterprises. In connection with
their introduction, Mr. Hilliard has also
launched a blog, ThoroughbredRailbirds.
Horse. A third novel in the Wellington/
Cutter trilogy, Life’s Elusive Horizon, is
planned for the winter of 2021-22. His
first effort with Outskirts Press, The
Circus Is in Town: A Baseball Odyssey,
chronicled his real-life Field of Dreams
story in which he was the central figure
in bringing professional baseball back to
New Jersey in the mid-1990s.
L. Michael Gracik (Com ’75 CM) was
named the Virginia Society of CPAs’ outstanding member for 2020. Gracik is the
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second member of that class to receive
the award. Harry D. Dickinson (Com ’75,
Grad ’76) received the award in 2018.
Dorothy Blum (Educ ’77) received the
Lifetime Achievement Award for her distinguished leadership, work and service to
the profession of employee assistance and
to the Employee Assistance Professionals
Association. Blum received the award at
the association’s World Conference in
Minneapolis. Blum is now the employee
assistance program manager for the architect of the Capitol in Washington, D.C.
From 1987 to 2010, she worked as contracted EAP director for the Nationwide
Employee Assistance Program for U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, formerly
U.S. Customs Service.
L. Flick Hatcher (Col ’77 CM) has published his first novella, The Last Word, an
uplifting book about betrayal, forgiveness,
healing, hope, resilience and the power of
the human spirit. His second book, Telling
Tales, will be released in spring 2021.
Hatcher is a licensed psychotherapist in
private practice in San Francisco, where
he lives with his husband, Lou Marano.
Marsha McElrath Taylor (Nurs ’77)
moved to Wilmington, North Carolina,
with her husband, Brad, after completing
a 30-plus-year career as a cardiac operating room and perioperative nurse. During
her nursing career, Taylor enjoyed medical
ICU experience at Georgetown University
Hospital and served as lead clinical
instructor for INOVA Fairfax’s Cardiac
Dome Observation Program. She was
featured in this role in the Washington
Post Magazine article “Hearts and Minds”
by Paul Gustafson. Taylor also taught
classes and published several articles. In
retirement, Taylor plans to continue participation in Bible Study Fellowship and
volunteering. She also hopes to “prepare
all those recipes from all those cookbooks
I’ve collected over the years!”
David M. Williams (Col ’78, Darden ’82
CM) joined Commonwealth Commercial
Partners, a national commercial real
estate and real estate private equity firm,
as a senior vice president at the firm’s

headquarters in Richmond, Virginia. He
and his wife live in Richmond, and their
son, Preston Williams (Engr ’15), lives
and works in Boston.
Robert Schwab (Col ’79, Med ’83 CM)
will publish his third novel, Eddie’s Boy, in
February 2021. The novel is a sequel to
his first, Holy Water. Dr. Schwab serves as
chief medical officer for a hospital in the
Texas Health Resources health system
based in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex.
He also teaches an undergraduate seminar
on the healing power of stories at the
University of Texas at Dallas. He returns to
UVA regularly to serve as a guest lecturer
in the post-baccalaureate premedical
program in the School of Continuing
Education and Professional Studies.

’80s
Deborah E. Sheetenhelm Hammond
(Arch ’82 CM) has published two more
novels, Wesbury and Only in My Dreams,
both set in Regency England.
John Howard (Col ’83 CM), professor
emeritus of arts and humanities at King’s
College London, has published his second
documentary photobook with University
of Valencia Press. Felling & Pining depicts
life, death, faith and doubt in the poorest
and most pious parts of the United
States—the Deep South piney woods of
Alabama and Mississippi.
Douglas Varley (Col ’83, Law ’94 CM)
was named president of the law firm
Caplin & Drysdale in September 2020.
Mark Scharf (Grad ’84 CM) won Best
Play for The Monroe Doctrine in the 2020
Southwest Theater Productions’ Male
Lead Competition.
Marc Lefar (Com ’85 CM), McIntire
Advisory Board member and CEO of
RentPath, is the inaugural recipient of
Atlanta-based nonprofit Open Doors’
Threshold Award for his work fighting
homelessness. Lefar envisioned an app
that could match people who desperately
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need affordable homes with properties that
are eager for new residents. Lefar recruited
teams of volunteer software engineers and
product experts to effectively build the
digital marketplace, known as the Property
Navigator App.

THE OFFICIAL STORE
FOR UVA ALUMNI

Sean Murphy (Col ’85 CM) and Laura
Frederick (Col ’87 CM) were married on
Oct. 4, 2020, in New Braunfels, Texas, and
are preparing to relocate from their home
in Austin to Winchester, Virginia.
Steve Williams (Col ’86 CM) continues
his work at Thomas Jefferson University
in Philadelphia as dean of the College of
Rehabilitation Sciences, the Jesse B. Michie
professor and chair of the Department of
Rehabilitation Medicine, and the enterprise
senior vice president for post-acute and
rehabilitation services at Jefferson Health.
Scott Baradell (Col ’87) celebrated the
15th anniversary of his unified public
relations and marketing agency, Idea
Grove, by announcing plans for his first
book, Trust Signals: The New PR, to be
published by Lioncrest in 2021. The book
outlines a new framework for PR centered
on building and promoting trust. Idea
Grove is ranked as one of the top 25 technology agencies in the United States by
industry publication O’Dwyer’s.

SHOP AT UVABOOKSTORES.COM

Save Up To 60%
On Term Life Insurance

Karen Young Foley (Col ’87, Educ ’08)
published her second picture book, Santa’s
Sleigh Is Stuck: A Hog Island Christmas
Tale. The story, illustrated by Michelle
Simpson, takes place on one of Virginia’s
beloved barrier islands.
Jordan Gruber (Law ’88) published
Your Symphony of Selves: Discover and
Understand More of Who We Are with his
co-author, psychologist James Fadiman.
Lachlan McLean (Col ’89 CM) is the
primary afternoon news anchor for
Spectrum News 1, a cable news network
serving the state of Kentucky. He previously hosted sports talk radio shows in
Louisville for the past 16 years.

Help provide ﬁnancial security for those you
care about with Term Life insurance.

Get a Free Quote
Call (877) 397-2468
Agency services provided by AIG Direct Insurance Services, Inc. (AIG Direct), 9640 Granite Ridge Drive, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92123, a subsidiary of American General Life
Insurance Company (AGL), Houston, TX and an aﬃliate of The United States Life Insurance Company in the City of New York (US Life), New York, NY, all are members of American
International Group, Inc. (AIG). Policies issued by AGL and US Life. Each issuing insurance company is responsible for nancial obligations of their respective insurance.
Guarantees are backed by the claims paying ability of the issuing insurance company. Products may not be available in all states and product features may vary by state.
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Eeric Truumees (Col ’89, Med ’93 CM)
was named president of the North
American Spine Society. Dr. Truumees
is an orthopedic spine surgeon with
Ascension Texas Spine and Scoliosis,
and professor of orthopedic and neurological surgery at the University of Texas,
Dell Medical School. He completed his
residency in orthopedic surgery at the
Cleveland Clinic and his fellowship in
spine surgery at Beaumont Hospital in
Michigan. Dr. Truumees’ research and
academic work has included more than
15 NIH and industry-sponsored multicenter trials, which generated more than
30 peer-reviewed publications of original
research, 40 invited publications, 50
chapters and monographs and two books.
Truumees has given more than 200
national and international presentations,
lectureships and instructorships.

’90s
Michael Adam Burger (Col ’90 CM) is
now a partner in the law firm of Santiago
Burger and a managing member in Neutral
Mediation Group, both concentrating in
the resolution of commercial and fiduciary
relationship disputes. Mike is also a
volunteer firefighter. He lives in Brighton,
New York, with his wife, Anne, and their
daughter, Jane. The family hopes to visit
Grounds in 2021 for the 30th reunion,
which was canceled because of the
COVID-19 virus pandemic.
Martha Cabell Peters (Col ’90 CM) was
appointed assistant provost at Montana
State University.
Jonathan Q. Morgan (Col ’91 CM) was
recently promoted to full professor in the
School of Government at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He has
also been appointed to a two-year Albert

and Gladys Coates Term Professorship
in recognition of his accomplishments,
contributions and service.
Brooke Westerlund Stanton (Col ’95)
co-authored When You Became You, a
recently published children’s science
education book.
Virginia LeBaron (Nurs ’96 CM), an
assistant professor of nursing at the
University of Virginia, published her first
collection of poems, Cardinal Marks.
Gunes Ozcan Hopson (Col ’97, Law ’01
CM) has joined My Path Unwinding Travel
as an independent travel concierge and
adviser, specializing in luxury and family
travel. Hopson continues to enjoy writing
for her travel blog, fotogenictravel.com,
and offers photography services through
fotogenicrichmond.com. Additionally,
she practices law full time as associate
general counsel at Automattic Inc.

WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER!
Work with a local alum to navigate Charlottesville’s dynamic real estate market.

Kathy Hall ’77

Sally Neill ’85

Bunny French ’89

Liz Raney ’06

(434) 987-6917

(434) 531-9941

(434) 996-1029

(434) 242-3889

kathyhall@loringwoodriff.com

sally@loringwoodriff.com

bunny@loringwoodriff.com

liz@loringwoodriff.com

401 Park Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-4005
lwoodriff@loringwoodriff.com
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Shannon Reaves (Col ’97) was promoted
to partner at Stroock & Stroock & Lavan’s
Washington, D.C., office.
Jeanne LaSala Taylor (Col ’97 CM) published her first children’s book, Just Bunny
and the Great Fire Rescue, in February
2020. Based on a true story, this book is a
thank-you to firefighters everywhere, and
a portion of the proceeds go to the NYFF
Burn Center Foundation.
Kevin Doyle (Educ ’99 CM) has been
named the dean of the Hazelden Betty
Ford Graduate School of Addiction
Studies outside Minneapolis and will
begin in early 2021.
Noah Kaufman (Com ’99 CM) and his
wife, Rachelle Lasken Kaufman (Col ’02),
welcomed a boy, Saul Robert. Saul joins
big brother Benjamin. The Kaufmans live
in Arlington, Virginia. Noah works as a
systems accountant (project manager)
at the Department of State, is an adjunct
associate professor at the University of
Maryland Global Campus and coaches
wrestling. He recently republished a book
Life Lessons from the Wrestling Mat:
Successful Strategies Gleaned From Three
Decades of Coaching and Competing,
which includes lessons he learned from his
time on the UVA wrestling team. He has
published three other books. Rachelle is an
author and has written several books as
part of the Kaufman Green Guide series.

’00s
Bette Kaufman McNamara (Col ’01,
Med ’07 CM) and her husband, Robert,
are thrilled to announce the arrival of
William Brendan on Aug. 4, 2020. He
joins siblings Elizabeth Brynn and Robert
John. William is the grandson of Linda G.
Sargent (Met ’69) and John P. Kaufman
(Med ’70, Res ’74 CM).
Chris Kelly (Col ’03) received her
doctorate in clinical psychology from
Fordham University in August 2020.
She is now a postdoctoral fellow in the
Department of Psychiatry and Human
Behavior at University of Mississippi
Medical Center.
Khalil S. Andraos (Com ’06) is a financial
adviser for Bank of America Merrill in
Reston, Virginia. In 2020, he was named
a Top Retirement Consultant by the
Financial Times magazine for the fourth
consecutive year, adding to his previous
professional honors from Forbes as a Top
Next Generation Wealth Advisor and a
Best-In-State Wealth Advisor. A native
of Springfield, Virginia, Andraos holds the
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor
designation, among others, and is senior
vice president of The Andraos Group.
Ashley Bristow Bartley (Col ’06)
published her first children’s book,
Diamond Rattle Loves to Tattle. Bartley is

United States Circuit Judge (Ret.)
Mediator, Arbitrator,
Appellate Consultant
JAMS Atlanta • 404.566.2157
jamsadr.com/birch
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Matthew C. Meade (Com ’06) published
his first book, Wisdom on the Way to Wall
Street: 22 Steps to Navigate Your Road to
Success, after nearly 15 years of working
on Wall Street.
Katie Bray White (Col ’07, Grad ’10,
Grad ’14 CM) and her husband, Mark
White (Batten ’16 CM), welcomed a son,
Samuel Locher, on Aug. 3, 2020. Samuel
joins big brother William. The family lives
in Raleigh, North Carolina, where Mark
works in the nonpartisan budget office of
the North Carolina General Assembly and
Katie is an editor for a test development
company.

The time has come!
You’ve said you were going to retire,
quit the rat-race and come back to
C’ville. Do something fun and
interesting. You love wine and know
that Virginia is on the rise.
So here’s a unique opportunity.

Central Virginia
Winery for Sale

ALUMNI IN BUSINESS A Special Advertising Section for Alumni

Jason E. Dodd, B.A., J.D.

a school counselor whose writing has been
published in The Joyful Life Magazine
and on the Kindred Mom blog. Her second
children’s book is under contract with
Boys Town Press. She lives with her
husband and three young boys in Virginia’s
Shenandoah Valley.

Turnkey boutique with great wines,
top reputation, loyal customer base,
beautiful vineyards, winery with all
equipment, appealing tasting room
and grounds, top notch staff in place.
Owner retiring and will actively transition. Positive cash flow and solid ROI,
plus new growth opportunities.

For advertising
opportunities, please contact
KATIE FEAGANS
434-243-9022 | KFEAGANS@VIRGINIA.EDU

For more information email

vineyardwinery682@gmail.com
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James Dean Erickson (Col ’08) and
Jenna Brick Erickson (Nurs ’10) welcomed their sixth child, Jonathan
Thaddeus, on July 8, 2020. They live
on campus at Woodberry Forest School,
where James serves as chair of the visual
arts department and coaches varsity
wrestling and track.
David Moltz (Col ’08) and Campbell Buie
(Grad ’10) married on Sept. 26, 2020, in
a small outdoor ceremony at Wisdom Oak
Winery in North Garden, Virginia. Both are
changing their last names to Buie-Moltz.
Campbell is certification program manager
at Teachstone Inc. and David is director of
strategic communications at UVA Health.
Previously, he was communications
manager for UVA’s Office of the President.
Deniz Z. Ataman (Col ’09) scored the
music for the film Bottled, written,
directed and starred in by Christine
Sloan Stoddard. The film has received
press coverage from Broad Street

and Shades of Long Island and was
selected by the 2020 NYLIFF, Scotland,
and CelebrateWomxn845. Deniz and
Christine also collaborated on the poetry
film Butterflies (2020), starring Disnie
Sebastien, which was selected as a Visual
Poetry Project. The film was scored by
Deniz, directed and written by Christine
and written by Teri Elam.
Yvener J. Petit (Com ’09) recently joined
EY-Parthenon’s Los Angeles office and
will become a director in the corporate
and growth strategy practice in the fall.
He was previously a strategy consultant
with the company’s San Francisco office,
mainly focused upon clients in technology,
media and telecom. He earned his MBA
from University of California, Berkeley.

’10s
Casey Stein Rooney (Col ’10 CM) and
Dan Rooney welcomed their daughter,

Leigh Rooney, in February 2020. Her
Hebrew name is Leah Esther Bat-Chaia
( )היח תב רתסא האל. She is named in memory
of three amazing family members who are
missed but never forgotten.
Kimberly Sine (Col ’10 CM) married
Anthony Jamison at a beautiful outdoor
ceremony in Alexandria, Virginia, on Oct.
24, 2020, surrounded by their immediate
family. The couple lives in Washington,
D.C.
Christopher Hill (Col ’11, Med ’15) and
Lucy Meadema Hill (Educ ’11) welcomed
Molly Meadema Hill on Oct. 2, 2020.
Molly joins siblings Esley, 6, Mac, 4, and
Abby Ruth, 22 months. The Hill family
lives in Suffolk, Virginia, while Christopher
completes an otolaryngology residency at
Naval Medical Center Portsmouth.
Meredith Loretta (Col ’12, Law ’17 CM)
and Kyle Davis (Col ’12) were married
on Aug. 29, 2020, surrounded by their

Gamma Knife: Pain-Free, Scalpel-Free
and Lower Risk Than Open Surgery
Let our world-renowned radiosurgery team use innovative
technology to offer a treatment plan customized for you.
Call 434.243.3675 or visit uvagammaknife.com
facebook.com/uvagammaknife

21-343700, 09/20
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close family and wedding party in a
micro-ceremony at the Carlyle House in
Old Town Alexandria, Virginia. Meredith
is a securities associate at WilmerHale
in Washington, D.C., and Kyle is head of
corporate development at a software
company. They live in DuPont Circle with
their rescue beagle-chihuahua mix, Beaux.
Charles Sparkman (Arch ’12), an
architect with Quinn Evans and former
faculty member at the UVA School of
Architecture, was recently promoted.
Sparkman has completed design projects
nationwide in the higher education, cultural and institutional markets.
Brenton Sullivan (Grad ’13) published
a new book, Building a Religious Empire:
Tibetan Buddhism, Bureaucracy, and the
Rise of the Gelukpa, this fall. Sullivan
teaches religion at Colgate University.

Ariana, a Virginia Tech alumna, have
put aside a college rivalry to build a life
together. They live in Newport, Rhode
Island, where Zach is an officer in the
U.S. Navy.
Alexandra Smyre (Col ’14) and Robert
H. Roane (Com ’14 CM) married on Oct.
10, 2020, in front of friends and family,
including the groom’s father, Robert
C. Roane (Com ’78 CM), and sister,
Caroline Roane (Col ’10 CM). They live in
Arlington, Virginia.
Matthew Reames (Educ ’15) was
awarded the Stewart Bell Jr. Excellence
in Teaching Award by the Handley
Board of Trustees in September 2020.
He is a math teacher at Daniel Morgan
Intermediate School in Winchester,
Virginia, and an adjunct associate professor at Shenandoah University.

Zach Bessette (Col ’14) married Ariana
Mollers on Oct. 18, 2020. Zach and

Jason Cottrell (Educ ’16 CM) was
selected to serve as convention chair
for the American College Personnel
Association College Student Educators
International 2022. Approximately
3,500 members and guests attend the
convention every year. Cottrell works for
the U.S. Department of Education as the
lead research analyst for the Office of
Postsecondary Education’s Institutional
Service. His research specialization
focuses on Historically Black Colleges and
Universities, minority serving institutions,
tribally controlled colleges and universities,
and low-income serving institutions.
Anant Das (Com ’19 CM) recently
launched Broadway Boxed Up, a subscription box service bringing theater closer
to homes of subscribers by mailing them
merchandise, while elevating the voices of
BIPOC and deaf/hard of hearing industry
professionals through educational features, articles and virtual events.

CELEBRATING
100 YEARS OF BUSINESS EDUCATION

www.commerce.virginia.edu
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In Memoriam
’40s

Richard W. Thavis (Col
’45), formerly of Mankato,
Minnesota, died Aug. 29,
2020. After graduating from
high school at 16, he spent
two years with the Civilian
Conservation Corps before
working accounting jobs in
Idaho. He enlisted in the U.S.
Navy at the start of World
War II and graduated from
UVA as part of a Navy officer training program. He
and his wife, whom he met
on Armistice Day in 1945,
moved to Mankato after marrying in 1949. After a series
of jobs, including at Kato
Beer, Shari Candy and his
own Colonial Candy Co., Mr.
Thavis started an accounting
firm, Professional Systems
of Mankato, and eventually
retired from the business in
the 1980s. Retirement opened
new chapters for him. An avid
bowler and table tennis player
for much of his life, he excelled
at three-cushion billiards in
his later years. He wrote children’s stories and travel journals, learned about fine wine,
visited Italy several times
and took up Italian cooking.
His specialty was pasta—al
dente, of course—and his personal favorite was spaghetti
with clams. Mr. Thavis did
not shy away from modernity, and even at the age of
100 often perused Facebook,
Twitter and his email account.
Survivors include his wife,
Alice; children John, Susan
and Robert; six grandchildren;
and one great-granddaughter.
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William Edward Hughes Jr.
(Engr ’49 CM) of Alexandria,
Virginia, died July 13, 2020.
He served in the U.S. Navy.
He was a brilliant electrical
engineer and held several
patents and designs during
his 51-year career, including
for a machine that sprayed
gold on NASA space helmet
face shields to improve visibility. An active UVA alumnus, he was a member of the
Thomas Jefferson Society. Mr.
Hughes was also a competitive player with the National
Capital Club de Pétanque, and
he loved to travel and play
tournament bridge. He cherished coaching his children in
basketball, bowling, football,
soccer and softball. His wife,
Edith, predeceased him in
1985 after nearly 39 years of
marriage. Survivors include
children Jane, William III and
Catherine; five grandchildren;
and one great-granddaughter.

’50s

Charles “Charley”
Mott (Col ’51 CM) of
Charlottesville died Nov.
8, 2020. The Huntington,
West Virginia, native won
the 1942 National Marble
Championship and was a foursport athlete in high school.
He went on to play football at
UVA, where he was a member of the Z Society and Delta
Kappa Epsilon. UVA’s “Spirit
of the University Award”
in his honor concludes,
“Charley Mott, he never met
a stranger.” He served as
a second lieutenant in the

Korean War and later, as a
colonel, received the Legion
of Merit from the secretary of
the Army. He also served on
President Ford’s Clemency
Board. By natural instinct,
Col. Mott was a team player.
A repeat board member and
founder, he led and also followed. He helped produce
movies and served on countless committees. “How can
I help?” was his watchword
and “Hello, friend!” his greeting. His favorite poems were
Kipling’s “If” and Malloch’s
“Be the Best of Whatever
You Are.” He adventured
with a micro valise on “Space
A” military flights, arriving
in exotic destinations with
sharp creases. Col. Mott must
have been the world’s fastest
two-finger typist. He modeled generosity and dignity,
gardened, golfed, danced,
sang, hunted duck and dove,
went on safari in Africa and
confided enthusiasm, faith
and optimism. His curiosity
extended beyond his predispositions and because of that,
he never failed to grow in
knowledge and in spirit. He
was proud of his family,
and they delighted in him.
Survivors include his wife,
Karin; children Colter Mott
(Col ’77 CM), Marcie and
Larkin; eight grandchildren,
including Karin Slaughter
Murchison (Col ’05 CM),
D. French Slaughter IV
(Col ’08 CM) and Cameron
Boland (Col ’14); and two
great-grandchildren.

Joseph Ramsey Martin
Jr. (Col ’52, Grad ’58, ’67
CM) of Charlottesville died
Dec. 4, 2020. At UVA, he was
a member of Beta Theta Pi.
He served in the U.S. Navy
before earning his master’s
degree in English and joining
the faculty at Brooks School
in Massachusetts. He later
returned to UVA, where he
worked as assistant dean of
admission, taught English
and earned his doctorate
in philosophy. After a year
at Transylvania College, he
began a long teaching career
at Washington and Lee
University. Mr. Martin found
much delight in challenging
young minds and in spending
time off-campus with his graduate advisees, several of whom
remained lifelong friends. Mr.
Martin chaired the philosophy department from 1990
until he retired in 1996. In
retirement, he devoted time
to organizations including
Planned Parenthood and
the UVA Cancer Center. He
served on the Piedmont
Environmental Council and
on the board of directors for
the Virginia Foundation for
the Humanities and Public
Policy. Mr. Martin had a wonderful sense of humor and
an exceptional interest in
other people and their ideas.
One of his greatest joys was
aviation; he especially loved
flying friends and family in
his planes. He enjoyed many
adventures with his first wife
and the mother of his two
children, Barbara, who predeceased him in 1992. Mr. Martin
married his second wife, Joan,
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in 1993, and together they
traveled, attended lectures
and symphonies, and enjoyed
spending time with family.
Survivors include his wife,
Joan; and children, Mary Case
“Cary” Martin and Joseph
Ramsey “Jody” Martin III.
John M. “Jack” O’Mara
(Law ’53) of Greenwich,
Connecticut, died Nov. 26,
2020. A proud alumnus of
the Hill School and Princeton
University, he served in
Allied-occupied Germany
from 1946 to 1947 before later
earning his law degree from
UVA. Mr. O’Mara was a partner at Waite, Schindel, Bayless
& Schneider in Cincinnati
before moving to New York
City, where he became a
partner at W.E. Hutton & Co.
He subsequently worked for
White Weld & Co., which then
merged with Merrill Lynch.
He was chairman and CEO of
Global Natural Resources and,
in his final years, worked with
Citibank Venture Capital.
He served on the board of
Fannie Mae from 1970 to
1991, chairing the asset and
liabilities policy committee,
and also served many decades
on the boards of the Midland
Co., Baldwin and Lyons,
Global Natural Resources
and OnTrac. Beloved by his
many friends and gregarious
by nature, Mr. O’Mara was an
adventurous traveler into his
90s. He and his wife traveled
together with all their children and grandchildren to a
different country every year.
He was an avid reader of history, and he skied until he was
82. Survivors include his wife,
Margot; daughters Margot,
Meica and Dede; and three
grandchildren.

Henry Mitchell Dunn
Jr. (Col ’54) of Savannah,
Georgia, died Sept. 6, 2020.
He served in the U.S. Army.
After earning his law degree
from the University of Georgia
and a master’s in taxation
from New York University,
he joined Connerat, Dunn
& Hunter, now Hunter
Maclean, where his father
had been a founding partner. Mr. Dunn forged his own
path as a leading partner
there for nearly 60 years. He
was a fellow of the American
College of Tax Counsel, a
member of the American Bar
Foundation, and a founding
trustee and later president
of the Southern Federal Tax
Institute. He served as president of the Georgia Academy
of Healthcare Attorneys. Mr.
Dunn long held a deep-seated
commitment to his community and exercised his keen
intellect on many projects
both legal and philanthropic.
He was a loyal friend, a generous mentor, a trusted adviser
and a respected colleague.
Never the loudest voice in
the room, he sat back and listened. When everyone had
expressed their views, often
to his consternation, he would
quietly come forward with
exactly the right course of
action. His clarity of thinking
and sound judgment shaped
the lives of many. Mr. Dunn
was passionate about golf, real
estate, history and country
music. His favorite place was
the top of Snowbird Mountain
in North Carolina, where he
often went to read, hike and
run his beloved dog. Survivors
include his wife, Elizabeth;
and children Elizabeth Dunn
(Col ’91) and Eleanor.

Kemal Hamdi Elbirlik (Res
’54) of Istanbul, Turkey, died
Sept. 19, 2020, He earned his
medical degree from Istanbul
University in 1946 and completed his residency in neurology and psychiatry at UVA.
He established a successful
private practice in Istanbul
and was head of psychiatry at
the French La Paix Hospital.
In 1972, he and his family
returned to Charlottesville,
where he continued practicing
and teaching at UVA until his
retirement in 1992. Survivors
include his wife, Meral; children Mehmet Elbirlik (Arch
’85) and Eda Elbirlik (Col
’87); and three grandchildren.
Edward “Ed” C. Haggerty
(Col ’54) of Darien,
Connecticut, died Oct. 26,
2020. At UVA, where he studied in the Woodrow Wilson
School of Foreign Affairs, he
was a member of the football team and Delta Upsilon.
He did graduate work at New
York University before serving as company commander
in Korea with the U.S. Army.
Mr. Haggerty began a 45-year
career in public relations
with 18 years as director of
advertising and PR at W.R.
Grace & Co. He then worked
as head of PR and spokesperson for St. Vincent’s Hospital
in Greenwich Village before
becoming head of U.S. operations for the Swiss-based
communications firm Sydney
Morrell & Co., where his clients included the Australian
State of Victoria. In 1982,
he established Edward C.
Haggerty & Associates, which
represented paper, financial,
insurance and chemical businesses for 23 years. He lived
in Summit and Sea Girt, New
Jersey, for 33 years, raising
a family of five with his wife,

Marti. Active in the Summit
community as press director for several mayoral and
city council elections, Mr.
Haggerty served on the boards
of the Visual Arts Center of
New Jersey, Family Services
Inc. and the Summit Minibus
Development Committee.
He also served as president
of the Chemical Industry
Association of New York and
was a member of various
corporate advisory boards.
Upon retirement, he and
Marti moved to Vermont. Mr.
Haggerty was a faithful fan of
Virginia athletics and joyously
watched the Cavaliers win the
2019 NCAA Championship
with two of his daughters.
Survivors include children
Richard, Gwenne, Elizabeth,
Moira and Carol Haggerty
Reardon (Col ’84); and eight
grandchildren, including Meg
Dawson (Col ’13).
Alfred Buckner Pittman IV
(Col ’57 CM) of St. Augustine,
Florida, died Dec. 19, 2020. At
UVA, he ran cross-country and
boxed, earning an undefeated
record his fourth year. He was
a member of Kappa Alpha
Order. After graduation, Mr.
Pittman enlisted in the U.S.
Army Reserves Medical Corps,
where he served for six years.
He worked for Harry L. Laws
& Co., a sugar cane interest, in
New Orleans and Port Allen,
Louisiana. He also worked
in sales for Hanes Hosiery
and for the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce before working in
agriculture and in commercial real estate. He retired
in St. Augustine to be near
family. Mr. Pittman was a
tireless volunteer for the St.
Johns County Republican
Party, where he served on the
executive committee and was
a Century Club member. Mr.
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Pittman was an avid golfer and
loved the outdoors, a good fire
and a good drink, but people
were his real passion. He never
missed a chance to talk to
anyone wherever or whenever
the opportunity afforded, and
he developed close relationships wherever life took him.
Survivors include his children,
Alfred V and Holly; five grandchildren; and his sister.

’60s

Edmund “Ned” Berkeley Jr.
(Grad ’61) of Charlottesville
died Dec. 29, 2020. Born in
Charlottesville and raised
in Tennessee, he received
his bachelor’s degree from
the University of the South
(Sewanee) in 1958. After
teaching at the Miller School
of Albemarle and Sewanee
Military Academy, he worked
as an archivist at the Library
of Virginia in Richmond
before returning to UVA
in 1964. He worked in the
special collections area of
Alderman Library until his
retirement in 1999, beginning
as an archivist. He eventually
became director of Special
Collections and university
archivist. Active in the Society
of American Archivists, he
edited the society’s book
Autographs and Manuscripts:
A Collector’s Manual and
published articles in professional journals. He was
inducted into Phi Beta Kappa
as an alumni member in 1985.
In retirement, Mr. Berkeley
spent much time transcribing, annotating and digitizing
the papers of Robert “King”
Carter, a prominent colonial Virginian about whom
he had written his master’s
thesis. Mr. Berkeley was an
avid reader, especially of
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mysteries, and he spent hours
assembling and painting
highly detailed ship models
and military miniatures. He
and his wife, who predeceased
him, loved to travel and made
many trips to Europe as
well as an annual beach trip
with their daughter’s family.
Survivors include his children Maria Berkeley Lamb
(Col ’85, Educ ’87 CM) and
Edmund Berkeley III (Col
’98 CM).
Alexander
Hoke Slaughter
(Law ’63 CM)
of Richmond,
Virginia, died Oct.
5, 2020. A Charlottesville
native, Mr. Slaughter graduated from Woodberry Forest
School and Yale University
before earning his law degree
from UVA. During a distinguished legal career at
McGuireWoods, his charitable and pro bono efforts
earned him numerous honors,
including the Hill-Tucker
Public Service Award from the
Richmond Bar Association.
Magnanimous yet self-effacing, Mr. Slaughter had a
relentless intellectual curiosity and a wry sense of humor,
and he took genuine joy in
serious conversation. He was
a superb athlete, from his
youthful exploits in wrestling, football and tennis to his
later years as a marathoner.
He loved to be in the outdoors
with his family and their dogs.
Compassion for the sick and
homeless and for animals led
him to become involved in
community organizations,
including The Daily Planet,
where he served as president
of the board of directors, and
his church and diocese. Mr.
Slaughter’s formal accomplishments and activities,

numerous as they were, can
only begin to capture the
deep qualities of kindness and
decency that made him so
beloved by all who knew him.
His life was an inspiration to
his family, colleagues, friends,
fellow parishioners and the
wider communities that he
served. Survivors include his
wife, Mary Peeples Slaughter;
son, David; brother Edward
R. Slaughter Jr. (Law
’59); and sister Mary Hoke
Slaughter (Educ ’54).
Marilyn Barrow Smith
(Educ ’64) of Overland Park,
Kansas, died Dec. 8, 2020. She
was one of the first female
graduates and a member
of Chi Omega sorority. She
retired as an administrator
at the VA Medical Center in
Kansas City. Her interests
were in her church and genealogy and she belonged to the
Daughters of the American
Revolution. Survivors include
a sister, brother, two children
and four grandchildren.
C. Emery “Buck” Cuddy
Jr. (Col ’65, Law ’68 CM) of
Santa Fe, New Mexico, died
Feb. 13, 2019. He began his
legal career as a law clerk for
the New Mexico Supreme
Court. After serving as general counsel for the state’s
education department, he
went into private practice
with White Koch Kelly &
McCarthy. In 1981, he was a
founding partner of Simons
Cuddy & Friedman. Mr.
Cuddy focused his practice
on representation of school
boards and school districts
throughout New Mexico and
served as president of the
state bar from 1987 to 1988.
He retired from the firm
Cuddy & McCarthy in 2011.
He spent much of his time

hiking and climbing in the
Grand Canyon and the Rocky
Mountains. Survivors include
his wife, Martha Davis;
daughters Erin and Reese;
and stepchildren Sarracina,
Kay, Gracie and Victor.
Jack Roy Tayman “Tay”
Rafter II (Col ’66, Med
’70 CM) of Winchester,
Virginia, died Nov. 21, 2019. As
an undergraduate at UVA,
Dr. Rafter was named Phi
Beta Kappa and graduated
with high distinction. After
medical school at UVA and
an internship at Roanoke
Memorial Hospital, he served
two years with the U.S.
Army in Vietnam and Fort
Lee, Virginia, before returning
to complete a family practice
residency at Riverside
Hospital in Newport News,
Virginia. After residency, he
returned home to Culpeper to
work in family practice, followed by a short period as an
emergency physician before
moving to Winchester, where
he practiced family medicine
until his retirement in 2014.
He especially appreciated
how family medicine allowed
him to know his patients
and also provide excellent
medical care. He was particularly proud to continue
his relationship with UVA
Medical School as he served
as a clinical preceptor for students who rotated through
his practice. A devoted
Christian, Dr. Rafter served
on two medical missions in
Togo after retirement and
was a leader in Bible Study
Fellowship. He was a history
buff, serving as secretary of
the French and Indian War
Foundation, and he enjoyed
golfing and traveling with
family and friends. Dr. Rafter
was a devoted UVA sports fan,
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Alumnus Trice was a
“quiet pioneer” who
helped integrate UVA

DAVID M. SKINNER

J

ames Trice (Engr ’63) had settled
in on his first night at UVA when he
was startled by loud knocking at
the door of his room, Metcalf 217.
Trice ignored it at first, but the knocking continued. Already nervous—it was
1957, and he was one of just two dozen
Bla ck undergra dua tes a t UVA—Trice
beca me a la rmed. He considered his
options. Among them: jumping from the
window of the second-floor room.
“He thought: ‘If they are coming to get
me, I might break my leg, but I’ll be OK,’”
said his son, Dr. James Trice III (Res ’95).
His fellow students merely wanted
to tell him he had left his key in the door.
When Trice heard that, he was overcome
by relief, his son said.
“That made him understand, ‘Hey, I’m
going to be all right.’”
Trice, who died Oct. 5 a t a ge 81,
enjoyed telling the anecdote. It helped
inspire the title of a book: The Key to
the Door: Experiences of Early African
American Students at the University of
Virginia, co-edited by Maurice Apprey,
UVA’s Dean of African American Affairs.
Among UVA’s first African American
students, Trice was a “quiet pioneer”

according to a history
of desegrega tion a t
the University written
by Atima Omara (Col
’03). He endured the
social snubs, isolation
and racial discrimination experienced by
African American students at the time but
remained undaunted.
“I wasn’t thinking
about social pressures,” he said in the
history. “It was important to go to college
and get a degree … period.
“There were some professors who
proba bly preferred I wa sn’t there.
There were some professors who were
supportive.”
Trice grew up in segregated Richmond
rooting for the Cavalier football team.
Attending UVA never occurred to him,
until Harold Marsh (Engr ’60, Law ’66),
a friend who had enrolled the year before,
encouraged him to apply. Trice hoped to
enroll in the College of Arts & Sciences,
but it was off-limits to Black students at
the time.
Trice beca me the first Africa n
American to receive a bachelor’s degree
in chemical engineering. He was also the
first African American member of the Air
Force ROTC at UVA. After serving in the
Air Force, he worked as an engineer and
executive at Monsanto in St. Louis.
Trice returned as a visiting professor
in the School of Engineering and became
a lea der a mong the school’s Africa n
American alumni. He was a driving force
behind UVA’s first Black Alumni Weekend,
held by the Alumni Association in 1987.

“Jim really was the guy who had all the
connections to all of the first Black graduates,” said Michael Mallory (Educ ’80,
’86), then an assistant dean of admission and later UVA’s Director of Minority
Recruitment. “No one had the power to
pick up the phone and tell people to come
back the way he did.”
Some were understandably reluctant
to return to a school where the band had
played “Dixie” at football games and some
white classmates would move if they sat
near them. Among those who needed to
be coaxed was John Merchant (Law ’58),
the first African American graduate of UVA
Law School. Trice persuaded Merchant,
a nd a t the ina ugura l Bla ck Alumni
Weekend, they announced the establishment of a scholarship fund for African
American students—the Walter N. Ridley
Scholarship Fund. Since then, the Alumni
Association initiative has awarded more
than 300 scholarships and held assets of
$14.2 million as of the past fiscal year.
Engaged as an undergraduate, Trice
was a member of the Raven Society; he
continued to stay active at UVA even
after his graduation. He returned often
in his work with Ridley and stayed active
in the School of Engineering, receiving
a distinguished service award in 1991.
When his son did his medical residency
at University Hospital, “That was just
another excuse to come back to UVA,”
Trice III said.
“He loved UVA. There were some challenges, but the overall experience was very
positive. I just can’t stress that enough.”
Trice is survived by his wife, Gloria
Trice, his son, Ja mes, a nd his sister,
Ophelia Trice. —Ed Miller
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a season football ticket holder
who regularly checked the
local paper to be certain that
UVA coverage was the longest article in the sports
section. Survivors include
his wife, Carol Ann, and
children Keith, Kyle and Ann.
Alfred Rawls Butler IV
(Educ ’68, Educ ’77) of
Charlottesville died Nov.
21, 2020. Though he loved
the outdoors and managed
his family’s peanut farm for
most of his life, his life’s calling was education. He was a
high school assistant principal, a director of UVA’s
Roanoke branch college, a
consortium administrator at
UVA, an assistant superintendent in Suffolk, Virginia,
and later superintendent of
the Franklin City Schools.
In 1991, he earned national
recognition as Virginia
Superintendent of the Year.
After retiring from the superintendency in 1996, he joined
UVA as executive director of
the Virginia Association of
School Superintendents and
as a professor in the Curry
School of Education, where
he served for 16 years. He finished his distinguished career
as a consultant for M.B. Kahn,
a construction company specializing in school construction. Mr. Butler was a natural
leader whose huge heart, discerning mind and exceptional
work ethic inspired the many
people he touched. A loyal
and committed friend, father
and husband, he was known
for his even-keeled nature,
his easy laugh, and his abiding
passions for golf and hunting.
He loved the years he spent
coaching his sons’ sports and,
when he wasn’t coaching,
was on the sidelines of every
school event and concert. He
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loved time spent at the beach
and adored sailing his catamaran with his sons in the
bright waters of Nags Head.
Survivors include his wife,
Jane King Butler (Educ ’97);
sons Rawls Butler (Col ’91)
and Adam Butler (Col ’94);
and six grandchildren, including Lucy Butler (Col ’25).
Robert Mark Helm (Engr
’69 CM) of Virginia Beach
died Jan. 11, 2021. At UVA, he
was a member of Navy ROTC
and was commissioned as an
active-duty officer after graduation. During 21 years of service in the U.S. Naval Reserve
and retiring as a commander,
he earned an MBA from Old
Dominion University and had
a full career as a financial analyst with Virginia Natural Gas
and the city of Chesapeake,
Virginia. He was quietly dedicated to his family, supporting his wife’s preschool
while working full time and
attending his children’s events
with pride. A lifelong learner
and a man of many talents,
Mr. Helm could fix anything,
build fine furniture, rebuild
a Land Rover, bake a chocolate chess pie, and answer any
Jeopardy! question or crossword clue. He loved cars and
enjoyed playing golf, snow
skiing, traveling the world and
eating good food. His time
at UVA was a source of great
joy and continued to be as he
attended football and basketball games as a season ticket
holder. Active in his church,
Mr. Helm experienced God
through a varied and deep love
of music. Though he could not
sing on key, he could never get
through Handel’s Messiah or
The Sound of Music’s “Climb
Every Mountain” without
tears in his eyes. He shared his
love with his family and took

them to many performances,
from Phantom of the Opera
to Turandot to James Taylor
and Dave Matthews Band.
Survivors include his wife,
Joan; and children Robert
Helm (Col ’09), Ashley Helm
Picklesimer (Col ’02, Educ
’02 CM) and Tyler.

’70s

Stephen Randall Church
(Col ’71, Educ ’73) of
Charlottesville died Jan. 4,
2021. At UVA, he was a member of Chi Psi fraternity. A
lifelong educator, Mr. Church
contributed to the learning of thousands of people
across Central Virginia. He
dedicated his entire career to
Buckingham County Middle
School, where he taught social
studies, science and alternative education for 35 years. In
retirement, Mr. Church was
a literacy volunteer, teaching
reading skills and English as
a second language to adults.
He also volunteered with the
Piedmont Master Gardeners,
where he became a fount of
knowledge for aspiring and
established gardeners alike.
He had a particular passion
for Virginia native species,
birdwatching and butterflies.
An incredibly curious person,
Mr. Church was a natural
learner. He had an affinity for
literature, history, word puzzles, sports trivia and music.
One of his most endearing
traits was his ability to connect with whomever about
whatever. He was willing
to share a deep knowledge
across numerous disciplines
but was also just a great person to sit down and open up
to. A creature of habit, Mr.
Church took every day to
read, walk, listen to WTJU

and cook dinner for his family.
A loving father, he sacrificed
much of his time to ensure
that his children were cared
for and that they, and others,
always had a ride to soccer
practice. Survivors include
his wife, Colleen; and his children, Hannah and Ethan.
Peter Bland Anderson (Col
’74, Med ’79) of Hampton
Roads, Virginia, died Nov. 24,
2018. He graduated Phi Beta
Kappa from UVA and, after
earning his medical degree,
completed his residency at the
Riverside Regional Medical
Center. He was the founding
physician of Hilton Family
Practice in Newport News and
also served as clinical assistant professor of family medicine for both the UVA School
of Medicine and Eastern
Virginia Medical School. Dr.
Anderson served his patients
faithfully for 30 years and,
in 2010, founded Team Care
Medicine, a practice transformation consulting firm.
He published three books
and regularly spoke at health
care conferences across the
United States. Dr. Anderson
was a founding member of
Operation Breaking Through,
an organization working
to unite churches throughout the Peninsula to meet
the needs of the inner city
of Newport News. He and
his wife also traveled to
Peru and Honduras to bring
health care to impoverished
areas, and to Afghanistan
to bring training and medical equipment to physicians
and to bring medical equipment to areas ravaged by
war. An active member of his
church, his Christian faith
was foundational to his life.
Survivors include his wife,
Laurie; children Rebecca
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Anderson Christophel (Nurs
’02), Megan, Stephen and
Gordon; 10 grandchildren;
and three brothers, including
Ward Anderson (Col ’70) and
James Anderson (Col ’74).
Kevin “Finnie” Green (Col
’75, Med ’79, Res ’85) of
Lynchburg, Virginia, died
Dec. 19, 2020. As an undergraduate at a newly co-ed
UVA, Dr. Green, who played
competitive basketball and
tennis, helped organize the
University’s first women’s
tennis program and coached
for several seasons. After
completing his training as a
urologist, the “triple ’Hoo”
moved his young family to
Lynchburg, where he found
a niche in pediatric urology
and continued working until
2018. Dr. Green enjoyed world
travel and was an avid outdoorsman, keenly enjoying
boating, fly-fishing, hiking and
camping. A music enthusiast,
he would often combine these
passions by attending weeklong outdoor music festivals.
Dr. Green had an eye for cultivating beautiful real estate,
and took immense pleasure in
renovating the house, gardens
and grounds of Sunny Acres
Farm with his wife. Survivors
include his wife, Becky; children Sarah, Gordon Green
(Col ’08), Joseph, Stanley
and Elizabeth Green (Col
’03); three grandchildren;
two brothers; a sister; and his
former wife, Martha Smith
Green (Nurs ’79).
John Madden (Col ’75) of
Troy, Michigan, died Aug.
30, 2020. He had a long and
successful career with the
U.S. Army Tank Automotive
Command. For 20 years, Mr.
Madden hosted a monthly
social for teens and young

adults with autism in his
free time. He was passionate about family, music
and UVA. He sang with his
parish choir, was active in
the UVA Club of Michigan
and remained an enthusiastic alumni member of the
Virginia Glee Club. He participated in the spring 2020
Glee Club Sesquicentennial
project, a virtual performance by Glee Club alumni.
Survivors include his wife,
Vicky; children Ryan and
Kelly; two grandchildren;
six siblings, including Dodie
Madden Lewis (Grad ’82)
and Susan Madden Cortese
(Educ ’82 CM); and nephews
Christopher Lewis (Col ’08)
and Hank Morrison (Arch ’18).

’80s

Melinda Gail Woods (Col
’88) of Roanoke, Virginia,
died Oct. 21, 2020. At UVA,
she was a member of Black
Voices Gospel Choir and
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. After college, she settled
in Richmond, Virginia, where
she established a career as a
Spanish teacher for nearly
every K-12 grade level. Ms.
Woods led a God-centered life
and touched many through
her love for teaching, music
and global missions. Survivors
include her mother, two
brothers, a sister, and a host of
family and friends.

’00s

Deirdre Catherine Tatomer
(Col ’02) of San Mateo,
California, died Dec. 6, 2020.
After earning her bachelor’s degree in chemistry,
she worked as a research
assistant in the Leitman lab

at University of California,
San Francisco. She continued her work in the Marzluff
and Duronio labs at the
University of North Carolina,
where she earned her doctorate in molecular, cell and
developmental biology. She
pursued postdoctoral studies in the Wilusz lab at the
University of Pennsylvania.
An RNA researcher, she
discovered that the integrator complex, known for its
role in snRNA 3’ formation,
also functions to attenuate
transcription of more than
800 protein-coding genes by
cleaving nascent transcripts.
Appointed as a Stadtman
tenure-track investigator and
National Institutes of Health
Distinguished Scholar, she
was in the process of starting
her own lab at the National
Cancer Institute, Center for
Cancer Research. The irony is
uncanny. She was struck down
by an illness she was about
to study, exploring RNA in a
world pinning its hopes on an
RNA vaccine. She loved keeping up with friends in the scientific community and with
her young nieces and nephews. Survivors include her
parents, Mary and William
Tatomer (Col ’67, Med ’71);
and her sister and brother.

FACULTY
& FRIENDS
Bruce James Abbey of
Charlottesville died Oct. 26,
2020. He studied in Rome as
an exchange student before
earning his undergraduate degree from Cornell
University in 1966. He went
on to receive his master’s in
architecture from Princeton
University in 1971 after three
years with the Peace Corps in

Tunisia. He worked for several architects before starting
his own practice. Mr. Abbey
began his academic career at
UVA in 1974, where he was
undergraduate and graduate chair and associate dean
for academic affairs. He then
served as dean of architecture at Syracuse University
from 1990 to 2002. Mr. Abbey
returned to Italy as a professor, teaching with UVA’s programs in Vicenza and Venice
and directing Syracuse’s graduate architecture program
in Florence for three years.
His expertise was in design
education, architectural
problem-solving and spatial
manipulation. His writings
and publications focused on
the work of Le Corbusier,
design education, and his
own work as an architect and
painter. His exhibited and
published work included renovations and competitions,
and he participated in numerous NAAB and CEEB accreditation visits and served as
chair on AIA Design Awards
juries. He served on the editorial board of the Journal of
Architectural Education, the
advisory board of the School
of Architecture at Princeton,
and the editorial board of
World Architecture Magazine,
Tsinghua University, Beijing.
Survivors include his wife,
Linda; son Jason Abbey (Col
’94, Arch ’98); a granddaughter; and a sister.
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Retrospect

1981 men’s basketball
team reflects 40 years on
BY ED MILLER

J

eff Lamp (Col ’81) would
not leave. Not until he
had shot 100 jumpers and
100 free throws after each
Virginia men’s basketball practice
during the 1980-81 season. It fell to
assistant coach Jim Larrañaga to stay
and rebound for the Cavalier star. But
coach Terry Holland watched as well.
“Lamp, he loved it—he absolutely
loved it,” Holland recalls. “You could
see in his eyes what it meant to him.”
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The 1980-81 men’s basketball team
and, after a wild win at rival North
Carolina, even flocked to the airport
to greet the team charter. Sampson,
the most dominant player in the
nation, graced magazine covers.
The team fell short of its goal of a
national championship but became
the answer to an NCAA tournament
trivia question. It also settled a question that was by no means a slamdunk certainty in 1981: Could elite
academics and big-time athletics
coexist at Virginia?
The answer is taken for granted
today, as Virginia annually ranks
among the nation’s top overall athletic programs. But there was scant
evidence then, particularly in the
high-profile sports of men’s basketball
and football. The basketball team had
been to just one NCAA tournament.
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“SETTING
THE BAR”

Lamp and Lee Raker (Col ’81),
Kentucky high school teammates
forever linked in Virginia lore, had
signed on in 1977 to Holland’s vision
that a program that carried little in
the way of legacy could be a national
contender. They were joined the next
year by another Kentuckian, point
guard Jeff Jones (Col ’82), and two
years later by a once-in-a-lifetime
player, a 7-f oot-4 phenom f rom
nearby Harrisonburg named Ralph
Sampson (Col ’83).
Forty years ag o, that vision
Holland sold his players on came
together. Virginia began the 1980-81
season 22-0 and rose to No. 1 in the
country for the first time, made the
program’s first Final Four appearance, and captured the imagination
of the University and fan base like no
team before it.
Fans packed University Hall
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Clockwise from right: Ralph Sampson
(Col ’83), Jeff Lamp (Col ’81), Lee Raker
(Col ’81)
The football team had never been to a
bowl game.
“It kind of came to a head that year,”
Raker says. “Setting the bar, making people realize you’ve got a great university
and you can do both.”
Like many great teams, Virginia
began the year with a chip on its shoulder. The 1980 season had left a bad taste.
The addition of Sampson was supposed
to have made Virginia an NCAA tournament lock. Instead, the Cavaliers failed
to make the field. Winning the National
Invitational Tournament did little to
temper their disappointment.
“We were on a mission,” Sampson
says.
“It was about redemption,” Lamp
says. “We wanted to prove we were better than we’d shown.”
Virginia improved in the off-season
with the addition of Othell Wilson (Col
’84) and Ricky Stokes (Col ’84), quick
guards who could turn up the defensive
temperature and take the pace from
plodding to blistering in an instant. They
gave the team a new dimension.
Forwards Terry Gates (Com ’81)
and Craig Robinson (Col ’83) provided
muscle inside. Gates, who had played
with Lamp and Raker in high school,
was the team enforcer. Robinson complemented Sampson, who dominated
the middle on both ends.
With a veteran crew, Holland kept
practices short and crisp. Less was
more. The team had a workmanlike
temperament.
“There was emotion, but that’s not
what we were riding,” Raker says. “It felt
like a movement toward an end.”

Virginia finally lost in its 23rd game
of the season, at Notre Dame, on a
last-second shot. The Cavaliers f ell
again, at Wake Forest, and to Maryland
in the ACC tournament. They shook
it off and beat Villanova, Tennessee
and BYU to reach the Final Four
in Philadelphia.
Their opponent was f amiliar: a
loaded North Carolina team that
Virginia had beaten twice.
“That was f estering with them,”
Lamp says. “They were eager to get back
at us.”
Under legendary coach Dean Smith,
UNC set the standard in the ACC in
those days. As a high school senior,
Sampson had gone there on a recruiting visit. Tar Heel star Al Wood was his
host. They got separated, and Sampson
wandered the campus for an hour before
finding him.

“Al Wood was the reason I didn’t go
to Carolina,” Sampson says. “Because I
got lost on campus.”
Two years later, Wood became the
reason Virginia fell short of a national
title. The Cavaliers lost track of him,
though not for lack of trying. Several
players took turns guarding him.
Nothing worked. He scored 39 points in
a 78-65 UNC win.
The Cavaliers—crushed by the loss—
couldn’t even go home immediately.
As losers in the national semifinals,
they were bound to play in a consolation game. →
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Clockwise from left: coach Terry
Holland, Ricky Stokes (’84),
Othell Wilson (Col ’84)

All credit to Terry Holland for creating
a culture of expectation. I don’t think
Virginia really realized how good it
could be if it committed to basketball.”
—then-assistant coach Jim Larrañaga
“We had no interest in playing,”
Lamp says. “We weren’t going to be
national champions. Third place
might as well have been 300th place.”
Into it or not, Virginia did enough
to beat an LSU team that was likely
equally uninterested. The NCAA
did away with consolation games
after that. The Cavaliers won the last
ever played.
The 1981 team’s legacy is more
than a trivia tidbit, however. It started
something. Virginia returned to the
Final Four in 1984 and has made 21
NCAA tournament appearances since
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1981. The Cavaliers, of course, won
the national title in 2019.
“All credit to Terry Holland for
creating a culture of expectation,”
says Larrañaga, now men’s basketball coach at the University of Miami.
“I don’t think Virginia really realized
how good it could be if it committed
to basketball.”
Holland, 78, calls it a group effort
and reserves his highest praise for
his players.
“We had youngsters who wanted
to play, and play at a high level,” he
says. “They were willing to do just

about anything. We thought it really
added a lot to Virginia.”
For Lamp, the season was a culmination, and validation of his belief
Virginia could be among the best in
the country. Holland was right. It
meant a lot.
“There was a tremendous amount
of pride taking the program where we
did, considering where we started,”
Lamp says.
Ed Miller is associate editor of
Virginia Magazine.
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Sally Du Bose Real Estate
North Pointe, featuring Craig Builders

Future Community
Amenities:
• Pocket parks featuring
playgrounds, tennis and
basketball courts & dog parks
• Pool and clubhouse
• 24/7 fitness facility
• Blue Ridge Mountains views;
Close access to Rivanna River

LD
SO

LD
SO

• Close proximity to retail,
restaurants, coffee shops &
grocery stores

Afton (left)- Main Level Living Afton Villas,
North Pointe. Convenient to Rt. 29N. Slab
homesites from $499,900.
Chesapeake (right)- Slab on grade homesites
from the mid $500's and 1 walkout basement
from mid to low $600's.

sallydubose.com
505 Faulconer Drive . One Boar’s Head Point . Charlottesville, VA . 434.293.2828
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Sally Du Bose Real Estate
Near UVA
Classic brick and slate
home, overlooking private
pool, mature trees, and
expansive back patio. Home
features four apartments
grandfathered in for
individual rental. All within
walking distance to UVA
Grounds, Alumni Hall,
Dell pond, and UVA Health
System. $2,000,000

der
Un tract
Con

LD
SO

Cascadia, 2 miles from Downtown - First flr. master,
community pool, parks and hiking trails. $475,000

Scottsville - 22+ acres, scenic mountain views, ideal
small horse farm. $200,000

sallydubose.com
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Farms • Estates • Residential

Ivy, VA
Meticulously renovated brick home. One level living with the finest of details
on 2.4 acres. Large master suite, custom moldings, raised ceilings, arches,
custom kitchen, top-of-the-line appliances, sauna, and Italian marble. This
light filled, 3-bedroom home allows for easy living and flow for entertaining.
Ideally located near Greencroft Country Club. $1,250,000

Sally Du Bose

Principal broker
(Educ. ’81), Univ. of Denver (M.S. ’82)

434.981.0289 | sally@sallydubose.com
According to customer feedback
5 Star customer rating
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