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Sally Du Bose Real Estate Farms • Estates • Residential 

1931 Thomson Rd

Near UVA- Classic brick and slate home, overlooking private pool, 
mature trees, and expansive back patio. Home features four apartments 
grandfathered in for individual rental. Each rental has a separate entrance, 
which allows for privacy of main residence. All within walking distance to 
UVA Grounds, Alumni Hall, Dell pond, and UVA Health System. $2,000,000

According to customer feedback
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM  
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CELEBRATE
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401 Park Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-4005
lwoodriff@loringwoodriff.com

W W W. L O R I N G W O O D R I F F. C O M

REMARKABLE MANOR AWAITS FINAL TOUCHES

2621 COOPERS LANE • $950,000
Possibilities are endless for this architecturally distinguished 
home w/ pool set on 3 private acres in the stunning Virginia 
countryside. The interiors are a blank slate to create your 
ideal country home in the heart of the storied estate 
country of Southern Albemarle County. In addition to 
the 1st floor master w/ his & her bathrooms , there are 4 
bedrooms on 2nd fl. Soaring ceilings w/ exposed beams, 
an elegant floating staircase, 4 fireplaces. MLS# 608754

ULTRA-PREMIUM CONDOS BY THE MALL

550 WATER STREET • FROM $595,000
The 550 is a cutting-edge, boutique-scale condo building 
located 1 block off the Downtown Mall. This dramatic, glass 
& brick structure was designed by Formwork & constructed 
by Martin Horn. Only 3 residential units remain, all in the 
process of being completed to the highest finish & design 
standards w/ secure garage parking, storage units, & terraces 
w/ views of Charlottesville’s vibrant downtown scene & 
mountains beyond. Completion Early Winter, 2020-2021

STEPS TO MERIWETHER LEWIS - REDUCED

1705 OWENSFIELD ROAD • $1,225,000
Move-in ready with design and features essential in these 
times: abundant gathering spaces, separate quarters for 
guests, big home gym wired for sound, and broad deck 
overlooking huge, completely private fenced yard. 2 
home theatre systems and CAT5 wiring throughout. 
Custom finishes include 9’ ceilings, tray ceilings, top-
line kitchen, lots of built-ins, and copper roof & gutters. 
Julia Parker Lyman (540) 748-1497. MLS# 607487

IMMACULATE 157 ACRE ESTATE W/ VIEWS

3396 FOX MOUNTAIN ROAD  •  $1,995,000
In the heart of Free Union with strong views, this lovely 
Georgian was reconstructed on the stunning homesite 
in 1991 by Gibson Magerfield of reclaimed, circa 
1800 materials. High ceilings, wide plank pine floors, 
antique mantels, stunning wainscoting abound, and 
enhanced with the addition of guest suites and modern 
systems. Remarkable barn and log guest cabin. Absolute 
privacy with sweeping mountain views. MLS# 581764

CHARMING KESWICK PROPERTY W/ GUEST HOUSE

5450 STONY POINT PASS • $1,145,000
Tucked away off a quiet Keswick lane, Cedarcroft is an 
idyllic, c. 1932 clapboard home sited on over 2 acres of level, 
verdant lawns dotted by large hardwoods, boxwood borders 
& established perennial beds. This lovely country property 
is located 15 mins from both C’ville & Gordonsville. 
Add’l 945 sf guest space w/ full bath adjacent to the house. 
Outdoor living options incl’ soapstone-floored sunroom plus 
a screened porch w/ skylights & ceiling fans. MLS# 603434

TOTAL PRIVACY & TRANQUILITY STEPS TO BOAR’S HEAD SPORTS CLUB

STUNNING EDNAM FOREST CONTEMPORARY MOMENTS TO BOAR’S HEAD CLUB

505 WELLINGTON PLACE
$1,450,000

This bright, pristine Ednam Forest 
4 bdrm offers complete privacy & 
tranquility adjcnt to endless miles 
of walking, biking & running trails. 
Outdoor living spaces abound, 
from a screen porch overlooking 
the pool to multiple shaded patios 
at the house & pool, complete w/ 
covered entertaining area/ktchn, 
1/2 bath. Step inside to appreciate 
incredible light quality & chic 

finishes at every turn. Plenty of guest parking adjcnt to garage, 3 fireplaces, fabulous home office 
w/ 2 built-in desk areas, a rec room that overlooks the pool & opens out to the inviting screen 
porch. Boar’s Head Sports Club & Resort amenities are a walk/bike ride away. MLS# 608549

408 EDNAM DRIVE
$1,075,000

Park-like setting and light-filled 
home w/ floor-to-ceiling windows, 
tall ceilings, indoor and outdoor 
living spaces. Dramatic entry 
foyer overlooks a 2-story living 
room with great flow to the large 
formal dining room and kitchen/
family room combination. All 1st 
floor rooms open to expansive 
deck and fenced back yard. 
Private master bedroom suite 

with gas fireplace, adjoining study and master bath, 2 add’l bedrooms, full bath & laundry 
complete the 2nd floor. 3 fireplaces, circular driveway, metal roof, cedar siding, & 2-car 
garage. Punkie Feil (434) 962-5222 or Elizabeth Matthews (434) 284-2105. MLS# 606879

820 ENNIS MOUNTAIN ROAD • $3,995,000
A place to get away from it all yet with Firefly Fiber broadband. A breathtaking 285 acres w/ epic 
views from multiple sites, rolling fields embraced by privacy enhancing hardwood forests, a bold 
creek & stocked pond, all under 30 mins to UVA & Wintergreen. Fronting on an idyllic, paved 
country road, a portion of the acreage is ideal for viticulture. One building site offers 250° views 
on an elevated plateau. In addition to the staggering mtn views, this site enjoys lovely vistas of 
70 acres of rolling fields dotted by huge hardwoods. Another site at the ridge line enjoys 360° 
views. A 3rd site overlooks the pond. To Be Built. Rebecca White (434) 531-5097. MLS# 608604

1835 UNIVERSITY CIRCLE • $2,795,000
Tucked privately behind towering boxwood hedges, this c. 1922 Eugene Bradbury masterpiece 
on an expansive double parcel is within easy walking distance of UVA. Comprehensive landscape 
design plan by Mary Wolf just completed and the deadlevel side lawn is an ideal pool site. In 
addition to 5 bedrooms in the main house there is a dramatic, vaulted studio space above 
the 2-car garage, complete with massive windows, exposed beams, full bath, mini kitchen. 
1920’s character abounds with wonderful natural light: 7 fireplaces, screened and shady side 
porch, charming mudroom-butler’s pantry-laundry space and the sunniest of eat-in kitchens!

A MODERN VIRGINIA FARMHOUSE ON 285 ACRES

WALK TO UVA FROM A CIRCA 1922 BEAUTY ON A DOUBLE PARCEL
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Hitting the Stacks
Around exam time, that used to be 
a figure of speech. This fall, it was 
the job description for Alderman 
Library wrecking crews.
PHOTO ESSAY BY SANJAY SUCHAK

Sort of Open
Life on Grounds 
returned to normal this 
fall, just not any kind of 
normal anyone had ever 
seen before. 
BY ED MILLER

Distance Race  
for a Cure
As the coronavirus persists, so 
does UVA’s research effort to 
overtake it.
BY CAROLINE KETTLEWELL

Real Lives  
amid a Real Threat
It’s not just first responders who work on 
the front lines of the pandemic. It’s also 
second-grade teachers.
BY SARAH LINDENFELD HALL

74
Eat, Eat, Darlings. 
Thirsty?
This has been some kind of year, 
this 2020. But you gotta eat. Have 
some Wahoo food for the soul, and 
maybe a little something special to 
wash it down.
BY SARAH LINDENFELD HALL
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503 Faulconer Drive
Charlottesville · VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131 f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com

THE ROCKS ◆ $1,245,000
Designed by local architect Richard Funk and 
built on a lot that provides privacy and gorgeous 
Blue Ridge Mountain views. 6 bedrooms, 
including first floor master, 5.5 baths. Many 
unique features and ample storage. MLS#601178

WIND RIVER ◆ $894,500 
5-BR, 5-BA,  2-story brick home on 4.06 acres 
in desirable Meriwether Lewis school district. 
Light-filled interior, open living spaces, and 1st-
floor BR/office. Finished terrace level includes 
kitchen, BR, BA, and office/study.  MLS#606929 

GLENMORE ◆ $1,125,000 
Entertain poolside from this impeccably-main-
tained 6-BR home. Renovated kitchen open to 
inviting family room w/stone FP. 1st and 2nd 
floor master suites. Great lot with level, mani-
cured lawn and lovely landscaping. MLS#609496

SWEET RETREAT ◆ $995,000
4-bedroom mountain home on 14+ acres with 
gorgeous views of the Rockfish Valley & Blue Ridge 
Mtns. Oversize windows, heart-pine flooring, 
soaring ceilings. Minutes from skiing, hiking, 
excellent food, & beer & wine trail. MLS#610115

MOUNT SHARON
One of Virginia’s most magnificent 
estates offers views of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and Coastal Plain. The 
centerpiece is a c.1937 Georgian 
Revival-style residence surrounded 
by 10+ acres of world-renowned 
gardens created by Charles J. Stick. 
77.49 acres of crop and pastureland 
with farm improvements and 
multiple dependencies. On Virginia 
and National Historic Registers.   
MLS#595877  

www.MountSharonVa.com

RAGGED MTN. FARM ◆ $1,465,000 
UNBELIEVABLE VALUE! Stately Federal-
style residence on 3+ acres, 1st and 2nd floor 
master suites, Chef 's kitchen, superb finishes. 
Blue Ridge and Ragged Mountain views. 10 
minutes west of Charlottesville. MLS#605950

EDGEMONT
Nestled in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, 15 
miles south of Charlottesville, is 
this historic Palladian inspired 
masterpiece called Edgemont —a 
home whose design is reputed to 
be the only remaining private 
residence attributed to Thomas 
Jefferson. Sited on 572 rolling 
acres with tennis court, pool, 
pool house, and guest house. 
MLS#576150 

www.HistoricEdgemont.com

EDNAM ◆ $975,000 
Sophisticated living just seconds from amenities 
and conveniences of Charlottesville & UVA. Brick 
residence has gracious main level with inviting 
entrance hall, large LR with FP,  DR, gourmet 
kitchen with sitting/breakfast area. MLS#606719

WHITE OAK FARM ◆ $1,875,000
Situated amongst stately and mature oaks is 
this picturesque and peaceful equestrian and/or 
cattle farm with fully renovated home. On 45+ 
acres near Charlottesville with a professional 
riding arena and pond. MLS#601428

FARMINGTON ◆ $4,950,000 
This classic, circa 1953 Milton Grigg residence 
sits on 2.8 beautifully manicured acres fronting 
the 17th fairway in Farmington. Fabulous brick 
main residence with pool,  pool house, and 3-bay 
garage with apartment above. MLS#606911
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HICKORY RIDGE ◆ $779,000
Superb home features lovely architectural 
detail and fine craftsmanship. 3 large en-suite 
bedrooms, 4th bedroom and bath, and heart pine 
floors. Recently renovated on 2 private acres. 
Adjoins large park with trails. MLS#602854 

◆ FRAY’S GRANT ◆
10 fabulous home sites mostly in beautiful 
hardwoods, gently rolling and priced below tax 
assessments! 2 lots have 21 acres each, private 
settings and frontage on the Rivanna River. 10 
minutes to airport and shopping. Call for prices.

NORTH DOWNTOWN ◆ $1,639,000 
Colonial Revival style c. 1913 residence restored 
to perfection. Flexible and updated floor plan with 
2,970 fin sf. Coveted private backyard and off street 
parking. Walk to the amenities of the Historic 
Downtown Mall and UVA. MLS#608794

TOTIER HILLS FARM ◆ $2,700,000
Exquisite brick mansion, superb quality construc-
tion and features in over 9,000 fin. sf. on 98 gently 
rolling acres with total privacy, stream, and pond. 5 
minutes to shops, 15 miles to UVA.  MLS#600284 

www.TotierHillsFarm.com

AVENTADOR ◆ $4,750,000
Like-new Georgian home, over 10,000 finished 
square feet, 6 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths, 
main-level master, guest home. 296+ acres, 
panoramic pastoral and mountain views just 16 
miles from Charlottesville. MLS#602894

WALNUT HILLS ◆ $3,490,000
HISTORIC Georgian Revival mansion built 
c.1878 by Gov. James Kemper on 373 splendid acres, 
guest cottage, and a complement of farm buildings. 
Long frontage on Rapidan River. MLS#574009 

www.WalnutHillsVa.com

EDNAM ◆ $764,500
Quality-built, great condition, new HVAC, 
3-level brick home, 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths.  
This home is a SUPERB value, priced to sell 
below tax assessment!!! Walking distance to 
renovated Boars Head Resort. MLS#591365

SPEAR CABIN ◆ $989,000
 Modern log cabin, open floor plan, luxurious 
interior, top quality craftsmanship, main-level 
master and gourmet kitchen. 4 bedrooms, 3 
levels, lots of space on 22.5 acres. MLS#610083

www.SpearCabin.com

WARREN MILL ◆ $975,000
Renovated mill, circa 1792, modernized into 
dramatic 5-bedroom, 3.5-bath, post-and-beam 
residence, with spectacular waterfall near James 
River.  Minutes to Charlottesville. MLS#602274                    

www.WarrenMillVa.com

KESWICK COUNTRY CLUB ◆ $4,200,000
Bordering newly constructed Pete Dye golf course and a lake, within the 
gated community of 5-star Keswick Estates Club, is this magnificent, 
quality-built, 5-bedroom residence with over 11,000 finished square 
feet. Constructed of the finest materials and craftsmanship with 
attention to every detail.  MLS#603398

www.FairwayDriveatKeswick.com

RIVANDALE FARM ◆ $3,795,000
An oasis of tranquility & fine country living within 20 miles of Char-
lottesville, 14 miles to airport. 177 privately maintained acres, completely 
updated circa 1901 classic 4-bedroom Virginia farmhouse. Beautifully 
landscaped, large gunite pool, 12-stall stable, barns, and sheds.  Rivandale 
is in impeccable condition and has high speed internet!  MLS#609244

www.RivandaleVA.com
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GLENMORE ◆ $1,125,000 
Entertain poolside from this impeccably-main-
tained 6-BR home. Renovated kitchen open to 
inviting family room w/stone FP. 1st and 2nd 
floor master suites. Great lot with level, mani-
cured lawn and lovely landscaping. MLS#609496

SWEET RETREAT ◆ $995,000
4-bedroom mountain home on 14+ acres with 
gorgeous views of the Rockfish Valley & Blue Ridge 
Mtns. Oversize windows, heart-pine flooring, 
soaring ceilings. Minutes from skiing, hiking, 
excellent food, & beer & wine trail. MLS#610115
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estates offers views of the Blue Ridge 
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centerpiece is a c.1937 Georgian 
Revival-style residence surrounded 
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gardens created by Charles J. Stick. 
77.49 acres of crop and pastureland 
with farm improvements and 
multiple dependencies. On Virginia 
and National Historic Registers.   
MLS#595877  

www.MountSharonVa.com
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Blue Ridge and Ragged Mountain views. 10 
minutes west of Charlottesville. MLS#605950
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this historic Palladian inspired 
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residence attributed to Thomas 
Jefferson. Sited on 572 rolling 
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riding arena and pond. MLS#601428

FARMINGTON ◆ $4,950,000 
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HICKORY RIDGE ◆ $779,000
Superb home features lovely architectural 
detail and fine craftsmanship. 3 large en-suite 
bedrooms, 4th bedroom and bath, and heart pine 
floors. Recently renovated on 2 private acres. 
Adjoins large park with trails. MLS#602854 

◆ FRAY’S GRANT ◆
10 fabulous home sites mostly in beautiful 
hardwoods, gently rolling and priced below tax 
assessments! 2 lots have 21 acres each, private 
settings and frontage on the Rivanna River. 10 
minutes to airport and shopping. Call for prices.

NORTH DOWNTOWN ◆ $1,639,000 
Colonial Revival style c. 1913 residence restored 
to perfection. Flexible and updated floor plan with 
2,970 fin sf. Coveted private backyard and off street 
parking. Walk to the amenities of the Historic 
Downtown Mall and UVA. MLS#608794

TOTIER HILLS FARM ◆ $2,700,000
Exquisite brick mansion, superb quality construc-
tion and features in over 9,000 fin. sf. on 98 gently 
rolling acres with total privacy, stream, and pond. 5 
minutes to shops, 15 miles to UVA.  MLS#600284 

www.TotierHillsFarm.com

AVENTADOR ◆ $4,750,000
Like-new Georgian home, over 10,000 finished 
square feet, 6 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths, 
main-level master, guest home. 296+ acres, 
panoramic pastoral and mountain views just 16 
miles from Charlottesville. MLS#602894

WALNUT HILLS ◆ $3,490,000
HISTORIC Georgian Revival mansion built 
c.1878 by Gov. James Kemper on 373 splendid acres, 
guest cottage, and a complement of farm buildings. 
Long frontage on Rapidan River. MLS#574009 

www.WalnutHillsVa.com

EDNAM ◆ $764,500
Quality-built, great condition, new HVAC, 
3-level brick home, 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths.  
This home is a SUPERB value, priced to sell 
below tax assessment!!! Walking distance to 
renovated Boars Head Resort. MLS#591365

SPEAR CABIN ◆ $989,000
 Modern log cabin, open floor plan, luxurious 
interior, top quality craftsmanship, main-level 
master and gourmet kitchen. 4 bedrooms, 3 
levels, lots of space on 22.5 acres. MLS#610083

www.SpearCabin.com

WARREN MILL ◆ $975,000
Renovated mill, circa 1792, modernized into 
dramatic 5-bedroom, 3.5-bath, post-and-beam 
residence, with spectacular waterfall near James 
River.  Minutes to Charlottesville. MLS#602274                    

www.WarrenMillVa.com

KESWICK COUNTRY CLUB ◆ $4,200,000
Bordering newly constructed Pete Dye golf course and a lake, within the 
gated community of 5-star Keswick Estates Club, is this magnificent, 
quality-built, 5-bedroom residence with over 11,000 finished square 
feet. Constructed of the finest materials and craftsmanship with 
attention to every detail.  MLS#603398

www.FairwayDriveatKeswick.com

RIVANDALE FARM ◆ $3,795,000
An oasis of tranquility & fine country living within 20 miles of Char-
lottesville, 14 miles to airport. 177 privately maintained acres, completely 
updated circa 1901 classic 4-bedroom Virginia farmhouse. Beautifully 
landscaped, large gunite pool, 12-stall stable, barns, and sheds.  Rivandale 
is in impeccable condition and has high speed internet!  MLS#609244

www.RivandaleVA.com
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HICKORY RIDGE ◆ $779,000
Superb home features lovely architectural 
detail and fine craftsmanship. 3 large en-suite 
bedrooms, 4th bedroom and bath, and heart pine 
floors. Recently renovated on 2 private acres. 
Adjoins large park with trails. MLS#602854 

◆ FRAY’S GRANT ◆
10 fabulous home sites mostly in beautiful 
hardwoods, gently rolling and priced below tax 
assessments! 2 lots have 21 acres each, private 
settings and frontage on the Rivanna River. 10 
minutes to airport and shopping. Call for prices.

NORTH DOWNTOWN ◆ $1,639,000 
Colonial Revival style c. 1913 residence restored 
to perfection. Flexible and updated floor plan with 
2,970 fin sf. Coveted private backyard and off street 
parking. Walk to the amenities of the Historic 
Downtown Mall and UVA. MLS#608794

TOTIER HILLS FARM ◆ $2,700,000
Exquisite brick mansion, superb quality construc-
tion and features in over 9,000 fin. sf. on 98 gently 
rolling acres with total privacy, stream, and pond. 5 
minutes to shops, 15 miles to UVA.  MLS#600284 

www.TotierHillsFarm.com

AVENTADOR ◆ $4,750,000
Like-new Georgian home, over 10,000 finished 
square feet, 6 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths, 
main-level master, guest home. 296+ acres, 
panoramic pastoral and mountain views just 16 
miles from Charlottesville. MLS#602894

WALNUT HILLS ◆ $3,490,000
HISTORIC Georgian Revival mansion built 
c.1878 by Gov. James Kemper on 373 splendid acres, 
guest cottage, and a complement of farm buildings. 
Long frontage on Rapidan River. MLS#574009 

www.WalnutHillsVa.com

EDNAM ◆ $764,500
Quality-built, great condition, new HVAC, 
3-level brick home, 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths.  
This home is a SUPERB value, priced to sell 
below tax assessment!!! Walking distance to 
renovated Boars Head Resort. MLS#591365

SPEAR CABIN ◆ $989,000
 Modern log cabin, open floor plan, luxurious 
interior, top quality craftsmanship, main-level 
master and gourmet kitchen. 4 bedrooms, 3 
levels, lots of space on 22.5 acres. MLS#610083

www.SpearCabin.com

WARREN MILL ◆ $975,000
Renovated mill, circa 1792, modernized into 
dramatic 5-bedroom, 3.5-bath, post-and-beam 
residence, with spectacular waterfall near James 
River.  Minutes to Charlottesville. MLS#602274                    

www.WarrenMillVa.com

KESWICK COUNTRY CLUB ◆ $4,200,000
Bordering newly constructed Pete Dye golf course and a lake, within the 
gated community of 5-star Keswick Estates Club, is this magnificent, 
quality-built, 5-bedroom residence with over 11,000 finished square 
feet. Constructed of the finest materials and craftsmanship with 
attention to every detail.  MLS#603398

www.FairwayDriveatKeswick.com

RIVANDALE FARM ◆ $3,795,000
An oasis of tranquility & fine country living within 20 miles of Char-
lottesville, 14 miles to airport. 177 privately maintained acres, completely 
updated circa 1901 classic 4-bedroom Virginia farmhouse. Beautifully 
landscaped, large gunite pool, 12-stall stable, barns, and sheds.  Rivandale 
is in impeccable condition and has high speed internet!  MLS#609244

www.RivandaleVA.com

MCLEAN FAULCONER INC.
Farm, Estate and Residential Brokers

WWW.MCLEANFAULCONER.COM

503 Faulconer Drive
Charlottesville · VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131 f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com

THE ROCKS ◆ $1,245,000
Designed by local architect Richard Funk and 
built on a lot that provides privacy and gorgeous 
Blue Ridge Mountain views. 6 bedrooms, 
including first floor master, 5.5 baths. Many 
unique features and ample storage. MLS#601178

WIND RIVER ◆ $894,500 
5-BR, 5-BA,  2-story brick home on 4.06 acres 
in desirable Meriwether Lewis school district. 
Light-filled interior, open living spaces, and 1st-
floor BR/office. Finished terrace level includes 
kitchen, BR, BA, and office/study.  MLS#606929 

GLENMORE ◆ $1,125,000 
Entertain poolside from this impeccably-main-
tained 6-BR home. Renovated kitchen open to 
inviting family room w/stone FP. 1st and 2nd 
floor master suites. Great lot with level, mani-
cured lawn and lovely landscaping. MLS#609496

SWEET RETREAT ◆ $995,000
4-bedroom mountain home on 14+ acres with 
gorgeous views of the Rockfish Valley & Blue Ridge 
Mtns. Oversize windows, heart-pine flooring, 
soaring ceilings. Minutes from skiing, hiking, 
excellent food, & beer & wine trail. MLS#610115

MOUNT SHARON
One of Virginia’s most magnificent 
estates offers views of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and Coastal Plain. The 
centerpiece is a c.1937 Georgian 
Revival-style residence surrounded 
by 10+ acres of world-renowned 
gardens created by Charles J. Stick. 
77.49 acres of crop and pastureland 
with farm improvements and 
multiple dependencies. On Virginia 
and National Historic Registers.   
MLS#595877  

www.MountSharonVa.com

RAGGED MTN. FARM ◆ $1,465,000 
UNBELIEVABLE VALUE! Stately Federal-
style residence on 3+ acres, 1st and 2nd floor 
master suites, Chef 's kitchen, superb finishes. 
Blue Ridge and Ragged Mountain views. 10 
minutes west of Charlottesville. MLS#605950

EDGEMONT
Nestled in the foothills of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, 15 
miles south of Charlottesville, is 
this historic Palladian inspired 
masterpiece called Edgemont —a 
home whose design is reputed to 
be the only remaining private 
residence attributed to Thomas 
Jefferson. Sited on 572 rolling 
acres with tennis court, pool, 
pool house, and guest house. 
MLS#576150 

www.HistoricEdgemont.com

EDNAM ◆ $975,000 
Sophisticated living just seconds from amenities 
and conveniences of Charlottesville & UVA. Brick 
residence has gracious main level with inviting 
entrance hall, large LR with FP,  DR, gourmet 
kitchen with sitting/breakfast area. MLS#606719

WHITE OAK FARM ◆ $1,875,000
Situated amongst stately and mature oaks is 
this picturesque and peaceful equestrian and/or 
cattle farm with fully renovated home. On 45+ 
acres near Charlottesville with a professional 
riding arena and pond. MLS#601428

FARMINGTON ◆ $4,950,000 
This classic, circa 1953 Milton Grigg residence 
sits on 2.8 beautifully manicured acres fronting 
the 17th fairway in Farmington. Fabulous brick 
main residence with pool,  pool house, and 3-bay 
garage with apartment above. MLS#606911

MCLEAN FAULCONER INC.
Farm, Estate and Residential Brokers

WWW.MCLEANFAULCONER.COM

503 Faulconer Drive
Charlottesville · VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131 f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com
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Superb home features lovely architectural 
detail and fine craftsmanship. 3 large en-suite 
bedrooms, 4th bedroom and bath, and heart pine 
floors. Recently renovated on 2 private acres. 
Adjoins large park with trails. MLS#602854 
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Colonial Revival style c. 1913 residence restored 
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AVENTADOR ◆ $4,750,000
Like-new Georgian home, over 10,000 finished 
square feet, 6 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths, 
main-level master, guest home. 296+ acres, 
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miles from Charlottesville. MLS#602894
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Long frontage on Rapidan River. MLS#574009 

www.WalnutHillsVa.com

EDNAM ◆ $764,500
Quality-built, great condition, new HVAC, 
3-level brick home, 5 bedrooms, 4 full baths.  
This home is a SUPERB value, priced to sell 
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renovated Boars Head Resort. MLS#591365
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interior, top quality craftsmanship, main-level 
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levels, lots of space on 22.5 acres. MLS#610083
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WARREN MILL ◆ $975,000
Renovated mill, circa 1792, modernized into 
dramatic 5-bedroom, 3.5-bath, post-and-beam 
residence, with spectacular waterfall near James 
River.  Minutes to Charlottesville. MLS#602274                    
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KESWICK COUNTRY CLUB ◆ $4,200,000
Bordering newly constructed Pete Dye golf course and a lake, within the 
gated community of 5-star Keswick Estates Club, is this magnificent, 
quality-built, 5-bedroom residence with over 11,000 finished square 
feet. Constructed of the finest materials and craftsmanship with 
attention to every detail.  MLS#603398
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RIVANDALE FARM ◆ $3,795,000
An oasis of tranquility & fine country living within 20 miles of Char-
lottesville, 14 miles to airport. 177 privately maintained acres, completely 
updated circa 1901 classic 4-bedroom Virginia farmhouse. Beautifully 
landscaped, large gunite pool, 12-stall stable, barns, and sheds.  Rivandale 
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FALL 2020: WOMEN AT UVA
Thank you for the fantastic special 
anniversary issue “Women at Virginia.” 
The embarrassingly overdue decision to 
admit women allowed my sister and two 
of my daughters to attend the University. 
My mother, Dr. Sarah Roberts Chitwood, 
graduated from the UVA medical school 
in 1948 (one of three women in her class). 
On the date of her graduation, one of her 
professors asked her to be his secretary. 
She politely declined and always regretted 
not telling him to go to hell.

H. Lee Chitwood (Col ’83)
Pulaski, Virginia

The 1967-68 academic year was the 
first year African American women were 
accepted as residents in Mary Munford 
Hall, the only dormitory housing female 
students. I came to UVA with a BS in 
mathematics and a 10-year teaching cer-
tificate to teach mathematics in Virginia’s 
secondary schools. My roommate was 
the first African American woman in the 
law school. Two other African American 
women pursuing graduate degrees were 
in the dormitory. I graduated with a 
Master of Education degree in mathe-
matics, envisioning becoming a professor 
of mathematics at one of the Ivy League 
schools. Six years after graduating and 
teaching mathematics at two universities, 
I did not renew my contract in favor of a 
higher calling: becoming a stay-at-home  

FALL 2020 CORRECTIONS
We want to correct the record on a 

few items in “It Was About Time,” the 
fall issue’s timeline on women at UVA: 
Women’s swimming and diving 
became a varsity sport in 1974. We gave 
an incorrect date.

A graduate school at Virginia State 
University was established in 1935. We 
wrongly said the university itself was 
founded then.

We cited the official start of coedu-
cation at Duke University as 1972, the 
year all-male Trinity College merged 
with Duke’s co-ordinate women’s col-
lege, though actual coeducation was 
occurring before then.

D uring my undergraduate years, we 
elected Craig L. Slingluff Jr. (Col 
’80, Med ’84) Honor chairman. If 
there had been a vote for most likely 

to succeed, the pre-med Echols Scholar would have 
won that election too. Now that he’s been dividing 
his time between curing cancer and ending COVID, 
we’d like him to succeed even more.

Slingluff, a cancer surgeon on the UVA medical faculty, 
answered a call last spring to apply his decades-long work 
on a melanoma vaccine to COVID. He holds no illusions of 
coming in first in the race for a coronavirus vaccine. Rather, 
he envisions his team’s project coming to market in a later 
wave, replacing the early efforts with a more effective solu-
tion, one that could also serve as a template for combating 
future SARS coronaviruses.

I asked Slingluff whether the quick pivot was detract-
ing from his cancer progress. He insists not; each project 
informs the others. “It’s mostly just working more. I work 
all the time anyway, but a little extra,” he says.

To his point, I reached Slingluff midweek of his vacation, 
a day he had spent performing surgery, appearing before 
UVA’s coronavirus research board, leading a two-hour 

webinar and, come nightfall, patiently explaining 
to me the use of protein fragments (“peptides”) 
to trigger T-cell immune response. Science writer 
Caroline Kettlewell, who actually understands 
what I just wrote, catches up with Slingluff herself 
in the COVID research roundup on Page 50.

For summer, we produced a special issue to 
cover UVA amid the novel coronavirus. Six months later, 
it’s not so novel anymore. For this issue, we’ve dropped 
the “special” but not the coverage. On Page 36, Associate 
Editor Ed Miller masks up to go inside the classroom for a 
look through the plexiglass.

We again check in with alumni on the front lines, this 
time not just those in health care but also Wahoos in other 
lines in point-blank range of the pandemic (Page 44).

This issue isn’t only about COVID. We figured you could 
use a respite from disease, so we also offer destruction. On 
Page 30, enjoy Sanjay Suchak’s devastating photography of 
the demolition of the storied Alderman Stacks.

Richard Gard (Col ’81)
Vice President, Communications,  
UVA Alumni Association

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

FROM VAX TO STACKS
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Your Place. Our Purpose.

$595,000
anitadunbar-realtor.com/599638

Anita Dunbar  |  434.981.1421

Remarkably beautiful farm at the base of the 
Blue Ridge in northwestern Albemarle County.  
Spectacular panoramic views of the National 
Park and surrounding countryside. Stylishly 
rustic three bedroom farmhouse with copper roof. 

$1,195,000
cartermontague.com

Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

Twin Locust Farm | Free Union

Third generation family-owned real estate company serving the Central Virginia area for over seventy years.

  MONTAGUEMILLER.COM  |  800.793.5393  |  CHARLOTTESVILLE  |  AMHERST  |  MADISON  |  CULPEPER  |  ORANGE

9611 Critzers Shop Rd | Afton
One owner, custom built home in private wooded 
setting. The impressive 3 bedroom home boasts 
red oak flooring, open floor plan with high ceiling, 
living room with fireplace, formal dining and sun 
room that opens to covered deck area.

$540,000
montaguemiller.com/604687 

Kyle Olson  |  540.649.4131

912 Chinquapin Dr | Lyndhurst
Private mountain top property on 14+ acres with 
views in every direction! 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, 
25 minutes from Charlottesville, Waynesboro & 
Wintergreen. Features light-filled floor to ceiling 
windows. Firefly (fiber-optic) high-speed internet. 

Nestled into 65 acres of rolling hills in central Nelson Co., this successful vineyard has a proven track 
record of producing award-winning and highly rated wines. With 11 acres of vines, a 4000 square foot 
production facility, and 3 renovated homes, the property has limitless possibilities. The picturesque setting 
and expansive views make this a truly unique business and lifestyle opportunity.

Lovingston Winery  
Nelson County
$2,490,000

Carter Montague   

Sold

$875,000
anitadunbar-realtor.com/606236

Anita Dunbar  |  434.981.1421

River Bend Farm | Keswick
Beautiful “River Bend Farm” offers privacy and  
solitude on 14 mostly open acres minutes from 
Charlottesville. Custom European style, open floor 
plan, chefs kitchen, 1st floor master suite, 3 car 
garage. Additional garage w/upscale guest quarters.

Under Contract
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mom with three children. My kitchen 
became my classroom for teaching math-
ematics to our children, our grandchildren 
and 12 of the children in my communities.

Margaret C. Reynolds (Educ ’68)
Nathalie, Virginia

The UVA School of Architecture con-
ferred a BS in architecture on my mother, 
Lucie Guerrant Gillespie, on February 
28, 1944. As our mother related to me 
and my sisters, when she applied to 
UVA she was denied entry because the 
director of the architecture program 
was dead set against a woman in his 
program. But she and her father trav-
eled to Charlottesville and challenged 
the University to provide the legal basis 
for her denial. The University found 
itself stymied and had to admit her. 
She also said that another woman was 
admitted that year (along with the first 
Jewish person). The other woman did 
not complete the program, so we believe, 
as she believed, that she was the first 
woman to graduate from the University 
of Virginia architecture program. 

Lucinda Greever Nicholson
Burke’s Garden, Virginia

When I began at the law school in 1968, 
UVA was very much a “boy’s school”! 
For example, the university swimming 
pool only permitted women on Friday 
evening, when it was open to the whole 
Charlottesville community!

Carol Olson (Law ’71)
Cincinnati, Ohio

My husband, William Stehle (Col ’72, 
Educ ’75), and I are remembering our 
days on the Grounds as we read the anni-
versary issue of the Virginia Magazine. 
Thank you so much for your coverage of 
these fascinating events in the history of 
the University of Virginia. On our frequent 
visits back to our alma mater, we are 
surprised that most of the students we 

talk with do not know that UVA has not 
always been coed.

When 450 women were admitted to 
the College in 1970, about 100 of them 
entered as third-year students. As a 
transfer from Emory University, I was one 
of those women. We graduated from the 
College in 1972—a year ahead of Virginia 
Scott. I had the special distinction of 
being not only in the first class of “Connie 
Coeds” but also a “townie.” In 1968 I 
had the privilege of graduating from 
Albemarle High School with Virginia Anne 
Scott and Sally Floyd. My husband loves 
to tell the story of how shocked he was to 
see long blond hair when he entered social 
psychology class in September 1970. 
We were married at the UVA Chapel in 
August 1972. 

Thanks for the memories.
Teresa Booker Stehle (Col ’72)

Richmond, Virginia 

I read with interest your review of the 
accomplishments of women over the 
years at UVA. One of only four women in 
my medical school class of 1972 enter-
ing in 1968 was Venus Jones. She was 
African American and female. Maybe the 
first at UVA. She was from Petersburg 
and became a neurologist and a career Air 
Force Officer. She died in an automobile 
accident several years ago. I suppose she 
might not have been the first Black female 
medical school graduate, but she was 
remarkable. I missed any mention of her.

Dr. John W. Seeds (Med ’72)
Richmond, Virginia 

NOT WITHOUT A FIGHT
Surely the ultimate outcome of the “fight” 
to enroll female undergraduates in UVA 
was celebrated by many Virginians—
especially women. However, as proud 
alumnae of UVA’s “sister school,” Mary 
Washington College (now UMW), we felt 
the unflattering portrayal of our alma 
mater required our response. 

SO C I A L M E D I A S TAY CON N E C T E D

@UVAMagazine @UVA_Alumni @UVA_Alumni UVAMagazine.org Alumni.Virginia.edu

Discover the magic and freedom 
of a Winter(green) Wonderland 
this season.  It’s the best way to 

get out & play!

wintergreenresort.com
877.245.1770

GET OUTSIDE & PLAY
In a Winter(green) Wonderland

Tired of corona-hibernating?  
Head to the winter wonderland 
called Wintergreen to play in 
the fresh mountain air while 
you experience the thrills of 
Wintergreen’s 26 slopes, two 
terrain parks, and exhilarating 
snow tubing all covered by 100% 
automated snowmaking.  It’s all to 
maximize your fun!

If you are new to skiing or 
snowboarding, let us teach you 
how to enjoy a lifelong sport on 
our brand new beginner area 
specifically designed to make it 
especially easy to learn.  It’s the 
perfect winter escape!

Come for a weekend or stay for 
the week.  You’ll be comfortable 
in our                  studios,  
condos, or spacious homes, and 
you get full Resort access and 
exclusive amenities ONLY when you 
book with Wintergreen Resort.

Your Place. Our Purpose.

$595,000
anitadunbar-realtor.com/599638

Anita Dunbar  |  434.981.1421

Remarkably beautiful farm at the base of the 
Blue Ridge in northwestern Albemarle County.  
Spectacular panoramic views of the National 
Park and surrounding countryside. Stylishly 
rustic three bedroom farmhouse with copper roof. 

$1,195,000
cartermontague.com

Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

Twin Locust Farm | Free Union

Third generation family-owned real estate company serving the Central Virginia area for over seventy years.

  MONTAGUEMILLER.COM  |  800.793.5393  |  CHARLOTTESVILLE  |  AMHERST  |  MADISON  |  CULPEPER  |  ORANGE

9611 Critzers Shop Rd | Afton
One owner, custom built home in private wooded 
setting. The impressive 3 bedroom home boasts 
red oak flooring, open floor plan with high ceiling, 
living room with fireplace, formal dining and sun 
room that opens to covered deck area.

$540,000
montaguemiller.com/604687 

Kyle Olson  |  540.649.4131

912 Chinquapin Dr | Lyndhurst
Private mountain top property on 14+ acres with 
views in every direction! 4 bedrooms and 3 baths, 
25 minutes from Charlottesville, Waynesboro & 
Wintergreen. Features light-filled floor to ceiling 
windows. Firefly (fiber-optic) high-speed internet. 

Nestled into 65 acres of rolling hills in central Nelson Co., this successful vineyard has a proven track 
record of producing award-winning and highly rated wines. With 11 acres of vines, a 4000 square foot 
production facility, and 3 renovated homes, the property has limitless possibilities. The picturesque setting 
and expansive views make this a truly unique business and lifestyle opportunity.

Lovingston Winery  
Nelson County
$2,490,000

Carter Montague   

Sold

$875,000
anitadunbar-realtor.com/606236

Anita Dunbar  |  434.981.1421

River Bend Farm | Keswick
Beautiful “River Bend Farm” offers privacy and  
solitude on 14 mostly open acres minutes from 
Charlottesville. Custom European style, open floor 
plan, chefs kitchen, 1st floor master suite, 3 car 
garage. Additional garage w/upscale guest quarters.

Under Contract
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No doubt Mary Washington suffered 
growing pains in the 1940s and 1950s 
as it transitioned from a state teach-
ers’ college to a liberal arts institution. 
However, we feel comments in the article 
(from the Woody Commission Report) 
that attending Mary Washington would 
be a “comedown” for plaintiff Scott, 
and from the late feminist Kate Millett’s 
expert testimony that she found Mary 
Washington “to be deplorable” and 
disparities between UVA and Mary 
Washington “appalling,” not only sullied 
the good name of Mary Washington, but 
was also insulting to thousands of compe-
tent, intelligent women graduates. 

In his conclusion, the article’s 
author, Richard Gard, notes that Mary 
Washington has “gone on to become a 
full-fledged university” to which we would 
add: “And a darned fine one, at that!”

Barbara Burton Micou
Chester, Virginia

Linda Gattis Shull (Educ ’71)
Charlotte, North Carolina

Allow me to supplement your excellent 
coverage centered on the admission 
of women to the College of Arts and 
Sciences in 1970. The coverage prop-
erly relates the support of faculty and 
many administrators for the admission 
of women to the College. We should also 
emphasize another feature: the support of 
students in the College itself. 

Those of us who ran successfully for 
election to the University Student Council 
as College representatives in 1968 and 
1969 emphasized support of coeducation 
as part of our platform. 

I appreciate your coverage of my 
Minority Report, which I took to the 
University Student Council, where it 
was endorsed by a unanimous vote on 
Sept. 23, 1969. 

I am especially proud of an element 
of the Minority Report that evidently 
was considered by the Board of Visitors: 
the timing of implementing coeduca-
tion. Arguments had been raised about 
changes that would be necessary as to 
facilities and programs should women 
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Wintergreen Resort has been 
heralded as one of the most 
complete resorts in the U.S. – 

 
Membership in the Wintergreen 
Club let’s you make the most of 
your Wintergreen experience 
with exclusive benefits, year-
round recreation, and enticing 
member events.

In the heart of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, the Wintergreen 
Club provides the setting 
to connect with family and 
friends for generations.  We 
invite you to enjoy a taste of 
what being a member is all 
about.  Call 877.245.1770 to 
book your Sample Membership 
Experience today.

wintergreenresort.com

A Mountain of Fun at the 
Most Complete Club  
in the Mid-Atlantic

45 golf holes, 22 tennis courts
26 ski slopes, 3 pools, full spa,

8 restaurants, private lake & more!

877.245.1770

• Tennis Magazine
               ‘#1 Resort for Families’

• Washington Post 
               ‘Best Ski Resort’

• Conde Nast Traveler 
                 ‘Top 50 Golf Resorts in the World’

SINCE I GRADUATED FROM UVA in 1961, I have rarely 
given more than a cursory look at Virginia Magazine. 
The special anniversary issue was a notable exception. I 
read every word. It was a fascinating trip, not only down 
memory lane, but to what had been done since I left UVA. 
Except for hitchhiking to Sweetbriar, Randolph Macon, 
Mary Washington and Chatham Hall, where I had a 
homesick sister, I only knew a nurse, a Bulgarian student 
in Mary Munford, and a few female graduate students. The 
anniversary issue made me wish I were 61 rather than 81.

DAN JOSLYN (COL ’61)
Tulsa, Oklahoma
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Spectacular 807-acre cattle/grass farm in Middle-
brook-Brownsburg Corridor. Not under easement, 
surrounded by protected properties. Hays Creek 
runs through the property for over a mile. Land is 
comprised of crop/grazing (450 acres) and hard-
woods (350 acres). Numerous building sites with 
incredible Blue Ridge and Allegheny mountain 
views. Meticulously renovated cabin and other 
cottages, farm buildings, equipment building and 
feedlot, excellent water. High speed internet.

PETER WILEY  |   434 422 2090  |   MLS 596234

INDIAN BOTTOM FARM
R O C K B R I D G E  B AT H S ,  VA   |   $ 3 , 6 9 5 , 0 0 0

Exceptional home by one of area’s top builders 
in gated Keswick Estates. The 4 bed, and 5.5 bath 
home has all the modern conveniences inlucding 
a large family room o�  the gourmet kitchen, of-
fi ce/library, formal living room, large master, his 
and hers baths, stunning wood work throughout, 
co� ered ceilings, and elevator. Privately situated 
on 3 acres, walking distance to club amenities, 
Pete Dye designed golf course.

JUSTIN WILEY  |   434 981  5528  |   MLS 606132

862 CLUB DRIVE
K E S W I C K ,  VA   |   $ 2 , 3 9 5 , 0 0 0

Reduced

Custom home with wonderful proportions and 
open fl oorplan. Single story 3 bed and 3.5 bath 
home boasts 10’ ceilings, oak fl ooring, co� ered 
ceilings, 8’ doors, gourmet kitchen, and great 
room with wood-burning fi replace. ADA compli-
ant throughout. Convenient to Charlottesville.

JUSTIN WILEY  |   434 981  5528  |   MLS 608178

6255 INDIAN RIDGE ROAD
E A R LY S V I L L E ,  VA   |   $ 9 9 5 , 0 0 0

Reduced

Private 1,292-acre estate with panoramic moun-
tain views in beautiful Amherst County. No con-
servation easement, great potential as family 
compound / retreat. Brick 1929 manor, open farm 
fi elds, hardwood forest and gently rolling topogra-
phy with streams, ponds, tentant homes and barns.

JUSTIN WILEY  |   434 981  5528  |   MLS 610127

LAUREL CLIFF FARM
M O N R O E ,  VA   |   $ 5 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0

New Offering

Exceptional Bundoran Farm homesite with in-
comparable natural beauty, outstanding views 
and 15-acre equestrian potential. Open market 
debut for this parcel that boasts direct access to 
the Farm’s 14-mile trail system. High speed in-
ternet, 15 mins to Charlottesville / UVA.  

PETER WILEY  |   434 422 2090  |   MLS 610196

22 ACRES • BUNDORAN DRIVE
N O R T H  G A R D E N ,  VA   |   $ 4 9 5 , 0 0 0

New Offering

C H A R LOT T E S V I L L E ,  VA   |   $ 1 , 9 5 0 , 0 0 0

3722 FOSTERS BRANCH ROAD

Very private and serene classic midcentury mod-
ern, dramatic hilltop mountain views. Redwood 
siding, Brazilian slate/cork fl oors, renovated 
kitchen/bathrooms, custom cabinetry, wine cool-
er, soapstone soaking tub, German fi xtures, heat-
ed saltwater pool, two renovated guesthouses.
PETER WILEY  |   434 422 2090  |   MLS 605582
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be admitted to the College. I discussed a 
two-year process in my minority report: 

“If a large portion of the women 
admitted are in the first-year class (as 
they would be under an equal-admissions 
proposal) much of the difficulties regard-
ing allocation of resources can be solved 
over a period of two years, since first-year 
students have most of their schedules 
filled with required courses.” 

The Board of Visitors, in rejecting 
the long-term quota plan, approved a 
two-year transition plan, with fully equal 
admissions thereafter. I like to think my 
Minority Report opened the door to this 
approach.

Kevin L. Mannix (Col ’71, Law ’74)
Salem, Oregon

Richard Gard’s narrative was a delight-
ful read. At the time of the events in the 
article, I was the Daily Progress reporter 
responsible for their coverage. I learned 10 
times more from Gard’s article just now 
than I knew at the time, despite numerous 
interviews with the principals and attend-
ing the Richmond hearings in person.

One minor aside: John Lowe and 
Kevin Mannix, during their times at UVA’s 
law school, served as chairmen of the 
Charlottesville branch of the ACLU. 

Barry R. Plotnick (Col ’59)
Charlottesville

Thank you, Richard Gard, for your splen-
did article. It has righted a wrong that 
has been a thorn in my conscience for a 
half-century.

In October 1970 I published an article 
about a similar fight that Mary Munford 
fought—and very nearly won—in the 
General Assembly of 1916. But in order 
to have the piece appear in The Virginia 
Magazine of History and Biography, I had 
to cut eight words from the first footnote.

Even then, I knew those eight words, 
describing the final victory in 1970 “as 
the result of a class action suit,” were 
important. But the editor’s reader, 
Virginius Dabney, said they oversimplified 
a complicated situation since the Board 
of Governors had been working on a plan 
to admit women as undergraduates long 
before that suit was filed.

Still, to me, it felt wrong to make that 
cut. And I began to wonder if some other 

journal might be willing to accept the 
piece intact. Then Virginia McKenney 
Claiborne, my friend and collaborator 
from the Richmond Bryn Mawr Club— 
the woman who had virtually forced me 
to write that article and had helped  
enormously with its research—sat me 
down on the sofa in her living room. After 
a long sigh, she began to explain some-
thing she had learned from the years she 
spent as Mary Munford’s “lieutenant,” 
responding to often rancorous attacks in 
the General Assembly:

“Sometimes you need to accept a 
small defeat to keep the way clear to 
a larger victory. Your article belongs in 
that particular magazine which so many 
influential Virginians read.” So that’s why 
I let it go with those words in the footnote 
deleted. And why I’m grateful to you now 
for telling the whole truth and setting the 
record straight.

Anne Hobson Freeman (Grad ’73)
Richmond, Virginia

IT WAS ABOUT TIME
In the timeline of women at UVA, it says 
that in 1972 Duke became coed. This was 
rather a surprise to me, since I entered 
Duke as a woman student in 1967. It is 
true that the Women’s College and Trinity 
(the men’s college) did not technically 
merge until 1972, but for all intents and 
purposes Duke was a coed institution 
years before that.

Emily Williams Kelly (Grad ’86)
Earlysville, Virginia

Awesome to see the article, but this 
entry on the timeline is not accurate. The 
women’s swim team competed starting 
in 1974-75. The governing organization 
was the Association for Intercollegiate 
Athletics for Women, as the NCAA wasn’t 
quite ready for us. Prior to 1974, there 
were woman swimmers and divers com-
peting on the men’s teams and represent-
ing UVA at the University Games. 

Dorothy “Dottie” Dilts (Engr ’78)
Staunton, Virginia 

There were three women on the men’s 
swim and dive team in 1973-74. Ellen 
Feldman and Susan Allen were swimmers. 
I was a diver. 

They did start the women’s program 
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in the 1974-75 school year with seven 
swimmers and three divers. Dottie Dilts 
was one of the swimmers, and was an All 
American swimmer. 

Anita O’Quinn (Educ ’78)
Falls Church, Virginia 

A LEGEND IN RESIDENCE
During my first year at law school in 1954, 
I was studying for an exam at the apart-
ment of my classmate Paul Summers 
and his wife, Jill. I noticed a beautiful set 
of leatherbound books and asked Paul 
about them. They were Jill’s father’s 
books—William Faulkner. My wife, Telsa, 
was friends with Jill and visited her in 
the hospital after the birth of her son. As 
Telsa walked into her room, Jill introduced 
her to “Pappy.” Telsa was flabbergasted to 
see William Faulkner in the room; it was a 
moment she never forgot.

Several times a week I would see this 
distinguished gentleman wearing his 
famous tweed jacket and hat, smoking 
his pipe and strolling down Rugby Road 
to meet with his students—a sight I think 
about quite often.

Arnold H. Leon (Col ’55 Law ’57)
Norfolk, Virginia

Your article “A Legend in Residence” 
acknowledges that William Faulker “said 
things that were paternalistic at best.” 
But what about your reference to the 
highly regarded author Caroline Gordon as 
“the wife of poet Allen Tate”? My mother 
was a student at the Woman’s College of 
UNC (now UNC Greensboro) when Allen 
Tate and Caroline Gordon were both in 
the English department there. When I 
was a graduate student in the early ’70s, 
one of my professors knew both Gordon 
and Tate.  My professor, who was loyal to 
Gordon, claimed that it was she who was 
offered a position at Greensboro and that 
Tate had come as what’s now known as a 
“trailing spouse.”

Christopher Gould (Col ’69)
Hendersonville, North Carolina

WHAT THE ’HOO
The Athletic Department’s changes to the 
logos is a clear case of fixing something 
that wasn’t broken. When I first saw the 
shield logo, my first impression was an 
eyeball with a large eyebrow. The Athletic 

Department’s announcement included 
an explanation of the nuances of the logo 
details that I would never have recog-
nized without their written description. 
A logo should impart its message clearly 
and instantly. As for the new faceless 
Cavalier with Carolina blue accents that 
is intended to be more inclusive, almost 
everything in life is deemed offensive or 
exclusive to someone. Where does it end?

E. L. Brickner (Engr ’70)
Las Vegas, Nevada

Looking to buy a home 
in Charlottesville?

Work with a Wahoo.

Tommy Brannock
COMM ’79

Charlottesville Native
(434) 981-1486

tbrannock@me.com

Follow Tommy on Instagram

W W W. LO R I N G WO O D R I F F. C O M

@tommybrannock
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I magine the sweaty-palmed dread of Ken Ringle (Col ’61) as he congregated with fellow literature-loving supplicants in the fifth-floor Cabell Hall office of the pipe-smoking William Faulkner, the winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature, a Pulitzer and two National Book Awards. A short, wiry man with penetrating eyes and a trim, gray mous-tache, Faulkner wore a tweed sports coat (likely of Savile Row origin), khakis and a green wool tie filled with tiny fox heads.O f  Fa u l k n e r,  w h o  w a s  U VA’s 

writer-in-residence in 1957 and 1958, Life magazine observed “he is like a somnolent cat who still in the wink of an eye could kill a mouse.” Or per-haps an unwary second-year. “He had an extraordinary presence. He radi-ated power,” recalled English professor Joseph Blotner. 
Faulkner created Yoknapatawpha County and chronicled decades of doings there that ranged from rape, robbery and lynchings to idiocy and intolerance. “My own little postage stamp of native soil,” he called it, a mythic stand-in for his 

native northern Mississippi. He came to UVA at age 59, having written Hollywood screenplays, five volumes of short stories and 14 novels. 
“In his fiction, Faulkner is about the bravest, most courageous person you can imagine,” says Carl Rollyson, author of the new two-volume biography The Life of William Faulkner from the University of Virginia Press. In his fiction, “He con-stantly comes back to this idea of life as motion. Things are bound to change.”“He loved sitting in his office talking to students. That was one of the most A
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A LEGEND  IN RESIDENCE
Students treasured Faulkner’s  time at UVA—and so did he
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I SAW WITH PLEASURE 
that Virginia Magazine 
included a piece on 
William Faulkner and his 
residency. It was engaging 
and colorful. But I wanted 
to know what his classes 
were like, not just his 
appearance and quirks of 
personality and dress.

I attended UVA in 
the mid-’70s, one of the 
student body’s first women. 
Faulkner, though 20 years 
gone from his residency, 
was everywhere apparent. 
I loved how my thorough 
instruction about his work at 
UVA was enhanced by that 
earlier presence. 

MARY HELEN “LENNY” 
GRANGER (COL ’77)

Columbia Falls, Montana 

Visit our website at cacfonline.org.
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WYNSTON ESTATE

THE ULTIMATE SANCTUARY FOR THOSE IN SEARCH OF A RETREAT OR PERMANENT RESIDENCE.
LOCATED ONLY 20 MINUTES NORTH OF CHARLOTTESVILLE WITH EXCEPTIONAL HEALTH
SERVICES AT UVA AND 90 MINUTES FROM WASHINGTON DC, THE LOCATION IS PERFECT FOR
EITHER. ~ MLS 598150

PROPERTY FEATURES

7,477 SQUARE FEET
4 BEDROOM, 7.5 BATHROOMS
2 ATTACHED MASTER BATHROOMS
32.42 ACRES
7477 FINISHED SQUARE FEET
13,437 TOTAL SQUARE FEET
VAULTED/CATHEDRAL CEILINGS

MATTHEW WOODSON
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(434) 960-5187 
matthewwoodsonva@gmail.com
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T he Board of Visitors has unan-
imously endorsed the Ryan 
administration’s broad outline 
to achieve racial equity, rem-

edy problematic monuments and insti-
tutional names, and put the University 
of Virginia’s most prominent statue of 
Thomas Jefferson in a fuller historical 
context.

The September 11 vote came 100 

days after UVA President 
James E. Ryan (Law ’92) 
impaneled a three-person 
Racial Equity Task Force, 
encouraging it to move fast and think 
boldly in offering recommendations. That 
was in June, in the aftermath of George 
Floyd’s death at the knee of a Minneapolis 
police officer, an event that caused racial 
tensions around the country and at UVA 
to snap.

Even so, both Ryan and the task force 
members say the reforms were a long time 
coming. “Yes, perhaps the most recent 
trigger was the murder of George Floyd 
and a whole summer of other caught-on-
video illustrations of continuing police 
brutality and anti-Black racism in this 
country,” says task force member Ian 
H. Solomon, dean of the Frank Batten 
School of Leadership and Public Policy. 
“Our report does a pretty good job of say-
ing that none of these issues are new. We 
document 50 years of these issues being 
raised” at UVA.

Indeed, the issues concerning UVA’s 
“historic landscape,” the phrase used 
to encompass institutional names and 
memorials, have percolated for some 
time. In advance of the vote, Ryan 
and his top vice presidents prepared a 

memorandum for the BOV, 
highlighting the direction 
they planned to take. The 
portion devoted to the Racial 

Equity Task Force’s recommendations 
took up five of the document’s 17 pages. 
The rest concerned historic landscape, 
the more concrete and immediate Board 
to-do items. They were also the ones that 
required Board approval; the prelimi-
nary contours of a racial equity strategy 
did not. There, the administration simply 
sought, and got, Board affirmation. 

JEFFERSON IN CONTEXT
T h e  B o a r d  a p p r ove d  fi ve  h i st o r i c 
landscape matters: three related to 
Confederate memorials on Grounds; one 
seeking removal of a statue celebrating 
George Rogers Clark as a subjugator of 
American Indians; and a proposal to con-
textualize the Thomas Jefferson statue 
on the north plaza of the Rotunda, facing 
University Avenue.

“People hear, ‘contextualize Jefferson,’ 
and they think, well, all we want to do is 
put up the fact that he was a slave owner, 
but that’s not actually the case at all,” Ryan 
told Virginia Magazine. He describes 
UVA’s founder as “an outsized version of 
the human condition,” both in his soaring 

BOV 
BLESSES  
RACIAL 
EQUITY 
PLAN
More diversity, 
less Confederacy
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achievements and “the inconsistency 
between his professed ideals and how 
he lived his life.”

The Board memo alludes to the 
words of Jefferson biographer Annette 
Gordon-Reed and Jefferson himself, 
saying: “As with all historical figures, 
including those who are honored for 
their enduring accomplishments, ideas, 
or contributions, we should not shy away 
from telling their whole stories—telling 
the bitter with the sweet and following 
the truth, wherever it might lead.”

Of all the representations of Jefferson 
on Grounds, University leaders selected 
the most intriguing to augment with 
a public explainer of his life. The 1910 
sculpture on the Rotunda’s north plaza 
presents an allegorical Jefferson, hold-
ing the scroll of the Declaration of 
Independence while standing atop the 
Liberty Bell, which four angels flank, 
including one representing “Equality” 
and holding a tablet inscribed with dif-
ferent religions’ names for the deity, 
including “God-Jehovah,” in tribute to 
Jefferson’s authorship of the Virginia 
Statute for Religious Freedom. Not lost 
on UVA officials is the dark irony that, 
of all sites, that particular Jefferson 
became the center of the August 2017 
clash between students and neo-Nazis 
chanting anti-Semitic epithets.

SECEDING FROM  
THE CONFEDERACY
The Racial Equity Task Force recom-
mended UVA remove all symbols hon-
oring the Confederacy, though it didn’t 
catalogue which ones. The administra-
tion memo to the BOV identified three: 
removing Jabez Lamar Monroe Curry 
from the name of the School of Education 
and Human Development; deleting 
the “Withers” from the School of Law’s 
Withers-Brown Hall; and either reded-
icating or removing the Whispering 
Wall on the plaza between Monroe and 
Newcomb halls, a marble memorial to 
Confederate soldier Frank Hume.

“Our built environment should not 
celebrate the Confederacy or honor 

those whose primary legacy was to pro-
mote or protect slavery or dissolve our 
country,” says the BOV memo.

Of the three honorees, only Henry 
Malcolm Withers (Law 1870) has 
any direct connection to UVA. The 
Confederate soldier and outspoken 
proponent of white supremacy and the 
South’s Lost Cause narrative attended 
the law school for two years. His name 
got affixed to the law school’s Brown 
Hall in 1984, fulfilling a condition of his 
late daughter’s $3 million bequest for 
a scholarship fund. The Withers name 
drew instant objection but no redress 
for nearly 40 years.

In similar fashion,  the educa-
tion school adopted Curry’s name in 
exchange for John D. Rockefeller Sr.’s 
founding gift of $100,000 in 1905. Curry, 
a renowned champion of public edu-
cation who had died two years before, 
favored free education for white and 
Black children, but not on equal terms, 
reflecting his problematic history as a 
slave owner, Confederate soldier-states-
man and white supremacist.

Hume never attended UVA, but 
his two sons did. They donated the 
Whispering Wall in his honor and with 
an all-caps tribute to his service to the 
Confederacy. The BOV resolution leaves 
open whether UVA should rededicate 
the memorial or remove it. It’s a legal 
question, University Counsel Timothy 
J. Heaphy (Col ’86, Law ’91) says. The 
University will need to work with state 
authorities under Virginia’s statue stat-
utes as well as review the underlying gift 
agreements.

The George Rogers Clark statue, 
“Conqueror of the Northwest,” celebrat-
ing the Revolutionary War general’s vio-
lent exploits against Native Americans, is 
subject to similar legal considerations—
and to practical ones, notably its gar-
gantuan scale and massive granite base. 
The Board resolution in essence says, We 
support removing it, but tell us what you 
plan to do with it and what it will cost. 
Clark (older brother to the Lewis and 
Clark expedition’s William Clark) has no 

connection to UVA, having died the year 
before its founding. The sculpture sits on 
University land across from the Corner.

CHANGING NAMERS
Historic landscape debates have inten-
sified over the last several years, not just 
at Virginia but throughout the South, the 
Ivy League and most elite universities. 
This fall’s Board action hardly exhausts 
the possibilities for other changes to 
Grounds. The Ryan memo in passing 
foreshadows the coming debate about 
whether the main library should con-
tinue to honor UVA’s first president, 
Edwin A. Alderman, whose bold leader-
ship included aggressive promotion of 
eugenics.  

In preparation for that and other 
fermenting controversies, the memo to 
the Board highlights changes coming to 
UVA’s commemorative procedures. The 
reforms start with a call to enforce exist-
ing policies that say philanthropic nam-
ing rights are supposed to expire after 75 
years, and honorific ones, those awarded 
by the University itself, after 25. That 
would shift the longstanding presump-
tion that commemorations last forever 
absent University intervention. Having 
them time out automatically, the memo 
argues, would reduce the controversies 
in which the University is compelled “to 
sit in judgment of those in the past” and 
allow for “continuous renewal of our 
Grounds.”

The administration plans to recon-
stitute the committee in charge of com-
memorations. The prescription calls for 
expanding its membership beyond a cir-
cle of top UVA officials to include faculty, 
students, and alumni, whom the Alumni 
Association would recommend.

BIGGER PICTURE,  
LONGER TERM
As fraught as the topic may be, in some 
respects the landscape changes are the 
easier part of racial equity, or at least eas-
ier to cross off a list. The plan’s ambitions 
extend further.

“Instead of looking at this as a simple 
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box-checking exercise, we should stay 
focused on the ultimate goal of creat-
ing and sustaining a community where 
everyone has a chance to succeed, to 
grow and to lead,” Ryan said at the 
September Board meeting. His words 
echoed the task force’s definition of 
racial equity: “a system in which racial 
identity neither predicts nor determines 
one’s access, success, nor influence 
within the University of Virginia—where 
people of any racial background have an 
equal probability of thriving.”

In addition to approving the five his-
toric landscape proposals, the Board 
affirmed 11 propositions for achieving 
racial equity. They track the recom-
mendations of the task force—but with 
an important difference. While the task 
force met its charge to think boldly and, 
by extension, ask big, the Board reso-
lution avoided specifics, deferring to 
University leadership to determine the 
particular steps, time horizons, funding 
sources and ways to measure success. 
Even in outline form, the initiatives 
it endorsed still represent profound 
change. Among the highlights:

>  Student diversity: The University will 
work to build a student population that 
“better reflects” state and national racial 
and socioeconomic demographics. The 
how and when will fall to Provost M. 
Elizabeth “Liz” Magill (Law ’95), 
working with the just-hired vice pro-
vost for enrollment, a newly created 
position.

>  Faculty diversity: The University has 
committed to doubling the number 
of underrepresented faculty by 2030. 
Ryan will work with Magill in coming 
up with a plan “in the coming months,” 
the memo says.

>  Anti-racism training: Task force member 
Kevin G. McDonald, UVA’s vice presi-
dent for diversity, equity, inclusion and 
community partnerships, will collab-
orate with Arts & Sciences Dean Ian 
Baucom to develop educational pro-
grams, including leadership training, 
around racial equity and anti-racism.

>  Police practices: UVA will create the 
equivalent of a citizen advisory board, 
made up of students, faculty, staff and 
community members. University police 
will add a diversity manager to help with 
recruitment. UPD will install in-car cam-
eras. These are largely preventive mea-
sures, not in response to any incidents 
of police abuse. “I don’t think that we 
have a problem with that at UVA,” says 
University attorney Heaphy, though, he 
acknowledges not all share that view.

>  Endow Woodson: The task force report 
calls for making UVA’s Carter G. Woodson 
Institute “the preeminent department of 
African-American and African Diaspora 
studies.” The Board agreed in princi-
ple but did not make a specific dollar 
commitment.

That was a theme running through 
the administration memo and, conse-
quently, the Board action. Leadership 
gave the task force recommendations 
nearly complete backing, but the phil-
osophical kind, not the financial vari-
ety—at least not yet. And not that the 
task force didn’t ask. The report called 
for close to $1 billion in spending: $150 
million for immediate needs, $650 mil-
lion earmarked as “quasi-endowment” 
and $150 million raised “collaboratively 
through incentive matching funds.”

The task force’s Solomon is can-
did with his disappointment that the 
University didn’t make some prelim-
inary funding commitments, which 
he says would greatly aid his efforts to 
recruit faculty to the Batten School. 
“To say, ‘Look what our university has 
set aside for this’ would have been very 
powerful,” he says. “I now need to have a 
more complicated story.”

Not lost on him or the other members 
of the task force is that the Board took up 
the racial equity strategic plan the same 
day it reviewed the University’s COVID-
adjusted austerity budget, which made 
across-the-board and permanent cuts 
to University spending.

“You will see some things in motion 
quickly,” McDonald says. For other 

efforts, “it’s going to be prudent for us to 
be a bit more thoughtful and intentional. 
… They might just take a little bit longer.”

ALUMNI INTERESTS
The broad-brush racial equity plan 
touches the Alumni Association in at 
least a few ways. First is the new role 
it would have in recommending mem-
bers to UVA’s Committee on Names. 
Second, and perhaps more profound, 
the Ryan memo expresses the hope 
the Association can step up to create 
scholarships for the descendants of the 
enslaved African Americans who built 
and maintained UVA through the Civil 
War. As a public university, UVA can’t 
itself direct financial aid based on race. 
The Alumni Association already has the 
infrastructure for doing so through the 
Ridley Scholarship Fund, a program of 
merit-based scholarships to attract the 
country’s top African American students 
to UVA.

“We’re looking into what’s possi-
ble for descendants of enslaved labor-
ers and looking to other schools who 
may have a similar model in place,” says 
Lily E. West (Darden ’12), the Alumni 
Association’s interim CEO.

Such a gesture of reparations would 
go a long way, says School of Architecture 
associate professor Barbara Brown 
Wilson, the third member of the Racial 
Equity Task Force. In her work as an 
urban planner involved in community 
outreach, she says she has learned, “You 
cannot look forward without addressing 
the trauma of the past.” 

Left out of the Ryan plan was the 
task force’s call to consider ending leg-
acy admissions, the preference given to 
the children of alumni. The argument is 
that it only perpetuates the lack of diver-
sity of earlier student generations. Ryan 
doesn’t see it that way. Legacy admis-
sions “has been part of the intergener-
ational experience of UVA that is one of 
UVA’s strengths,” he says. “It seems like 
an odd time to remove any consideration 
of legacy status when our alumni base is 
more diverse than ever.” 
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UVA moves  
up in national  
college rankings
After falling out of U.S. News 
& World Report’s list of top 
25 national universities last 
year, UVA has inched closer 
back to that coveted cohort. 
This year UVA moved up two 
slots, to No. 26, tying with 
Carnegie Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh, in the 2021 U.S. 
News Best Colleges rankings.

For a second year, UVA 
remained the fourth best pub-
lic university in the coun-
try, behind No. 1 University 
of California-Los Angeles, 
No. 2 University of California-
Berkeley and No. 3 University 
of Michigan. 

In other rankings, UVA did 
well in Money’s Best Colleges 
for Your Money, climbing from 
No. 10 last year to No. 6 in its 
2020 list.

The data used in both rank-
ings predates the pandemic. 
But during the ongoing health 
crisis that’s left many strug-
gling financially, Money opted 
to more heavily weight afford-
ability this year than it has in 
the past. Affordability, which 
includes the net price of a 
degree and average student 
debt, made up 40 percent of 
the weighted score, up from 
33 percent last year. UVA was 
among the more affordable 
schools in the top 10.

—Sarah Lindenfeld Hall

EMMET-IVY CORRIDOR 
TAKES SHAPE
Plans to remake the northwest corner of Emmet Street and Ivy Road into a key connec-
tion between Central Grounds and North Grounds are moving forward. In September, 
a Board of Visitors committee reviewed drawings for the new School of Data Science 
and a hotel and conference center that are planned for the property. A BOV vote on the 
design is scheduled for December.

Plans call for a four-story, 60,000-square-foot School of Data Science with class-
rooms and research areas, along with public spaces and an outdoor terrace with views 
of Central Grounds, said Alice Raucher, University architect. It could open in 2023.

The 223,000-square-foot hotel and conference center will sit along the southwest 
corner of the existing Emmet-Ivy parking garage. It will include a 215-room hotel and 
more than 28,000 square feet of conference center space and could be open in 2024.

“The heart and soul will always be the Lawn and the Rotunda,” Raucher said. “But 
this parcel, physically and geographically, is the center between North and Central 
Grounds. To develop this in such a way that there are programs there and reason to be 
there and the walk is pleasant is really going to transform the whole, entire Grounds.”

—Sarah Lindenfeld Hall
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Virginia Magazine wins national honors
For the third consecutive year, Virginia Magazine has won recognition in the Folio: 
Eddie & Ozzie Awards, one of the magazine industry’s most prestigious contests.

The article “Ryan’s Plan” (Fall 2019), which integrated illustration by Victoria 
Borges, information graphics and narrative to deconstruct the University’s 2030 stra-
tegic plan, won Creative Director Steve Hedberg first place for Feature Design.

Virginia Magazine’s “WahooWow” basketball special issue (June 2019), won hon-
orable mention for Section Design, further tribute to Hedberg and Graphic Designer 
Xander Houff, who raced against the buzzer to produce it.

“The Jefferson Progression” (Winter 2019), Editor Richard Gard’s piece on how 
historians keep changing their view of Thomas Jefferson, won first place for Analysis. 
That story, along with others from the year, won Gard honorable mention for Range of 
Work by a Single Author.
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A new leader will oversee an 
effort to enhance UVA’s 
admission and enroll-
ment practices. On Jan. 

1, Stephen Farmer (Grad ’86) will 
become the University’s first vice pro-
vost for enrollment. He will lead the 
offices of Undergraduate Admission, 
the University Registrar and Student 
Financial Services, and build new strat-
egies aimed at attracting and enrolling 
applicants and supporting students’ 
financial needs.

“There’s a real logic in bringing them 
together,” Provost M. Elizabeth “Liz” 
Magill (Law ’95) said. “They all are 
services that are really important to 
students.” 

Farmer was senior assistant dean of 
admission at UVA before moving to The 
University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill (UNC) 20 years ago. He’s currently 
vice provost for enrollment and under-
graduate admissions at UNC, where he’s 
made “remarkable contributions to the 
shape of the class,” Magill said, attract-
ing more first-generation students 
and students from underrepresented 
minorities, as well as building a one-stop 
shop for students with questions about 
financial aid and academic matters. 

Farmer said he’s grateful for the 
chance to return to UVA. “Few schools 
inspire such loyalty as UVA, and few 
inspire such hope,” Farmer said in a 
statement to Virginia Magazine. 

UVA also is in the process of fill-
ing four vacant high-level positions. 
This fall, Magill announced that School 
of Medicine Dean Dr. David Wilkes, 
School of Architecture Dean Ila Berman 
and School of Engineering Dean Craig 
Benson will be stepping down. Earlier 
this year,  Patricia M. Lampkin 
(Educ ’86), vice president and chief 
student affairs officer, announced her 
retirement.

Wilkes became dean in 2015 and 
will remain in the role for another year 
while UVA conducts a national search to 
replace him. Magill credited him with 
bringing in a number of top researchers 
and increasing research dollars to the 
school.

Berman was named dean in 2016. 
She will continue at UVA to work on 
the architecture school’s Next Cities, an 
interdisciplinary program she launched 
in 2017 that looks at the challenges and 
future of urban areas, Magill said.

Benson was named dean in 2015 
and has fostered research and attracted 
more doctoral students to the engineer-
ing school, Magill said. He will leave 
his position on June 30 to take a year-
long leave before returning as a faculty 
member. 

Search committees were in place 
in early October to replace Wilkes and 
Lampkin and were soon to be formed 
to fill the positions left by Berman and 
Benson, Magill said. 

—Sarah Lindenfeld Hall

HIGH-LEVEL 
CHANGES
UVA installs first vice 
provost for enrollment, 
seeks replacements for 
departures
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It’s hard to believe we’re nearly at the end of what has turned out to be such a challenging year. While 
we have missed being able to see many of you in person, building community is still at the core of our 
mission at the Alumni Association. If anything, 2020 has shown just how strong and connected our 
alumni community is. 

We are constantly evolving to better support you and have found new ways to do so through our closely 
held values of integrity, inclusion, connection, innovation and service. Amidst the uncertainty of this year, 
these core values have proved to be an important reminder of who we are and what we aspire to be.  

This summer, we made all alumni members of the Alumni 
Association to foster a greater sense of belonging and inclusion. We also 
debuted a new brand and logo, which was crafted to better represent the 
spirit of our dynamic alumni community. You’ll start to see this brand-
ing in the coming months, including in this very issue of the magazine!

Innovation has also been critical to our ability to support our alumni 
community this year. We were delighted to host the Retold Virtual 
Experience in October, featuring accomplished alumnae and student 
speakers and attended by thousands of alumni, students, faculty and 
friends. This celebration of the women of UVA was an all-digital event, 
with the Alumni Hall ballroom transformed into a fully functional set 
to broadcast Retold live to alumnae around the world. We also moved 
Homecomings to a virtual medium, connecting alumni to each other 
and the University through events ranging from yoga on the Lawn to 
a virtual happy hour with alumni entrepreneurs to a roundtable with 

alumni athletes. Finally, Alumni Career Services appointments and other resources were moved primarily 
online to support social distancing while still providing lifelong support to alumni.

The remainder of FY21 will continue to challenge us in new and unexpected ways. Equipped with a clear 
articulation of who we are and what we want to accomplish, I feel confident in our ability to navigate this try-
ing moment in time.

Thank you all so much for your support this year, and we look forward to finding innovative ways to serve 
you and forge even greater connections into 2021. 

Lily West (Darden ’12)
Interim President & CEO 

F R O M  T H E  P U B L I S H E R

A R O U N D  A LU M N I  H A L L

Living Our Values in 2020 and Beyond

Emma Karnes (Col ’21) on 
the set of Retold in October
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To learn more about the story 
of the Alumni Association, visit  
alumni.virginia.edu #UVAalumni

Since 1838, the UVA Alumni Association 
has existed to serve alumni, building strong 
bonds and affinity on and beyond Grounds.

Community is at the heart of what we do, 
and our new logo reflects our commitment 

 to build the alumni community, foster a 
sense of belonging, and provide lifelong 

support to Hoos and Hoos at heart.
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A new twist has emerged in UVA’s ongoing 
research on the link between the lone star 
tick and an allergy to red meat: In Texas and 
other Gulf states where the invasive fire ant is 

common, the allergy isn’t, suggesting the fire ants are help-
ing keep lone star ticks at bay. Unfortunately, that’s not nec-
essarily good news, because a fire ant’s bite can also cause 
an immediate, severe and potentially fatal allergic reaction. 

It was a research team led by UVA’s Thomas Platts-
Mills—a professor of asthma, allergy and immunology in 
the School of Medicine—that not only first identified the 
surprising connection between a bite from the tick and the 
red meat allergy, but also sought to explain why the allergic 
reaction occurs hours after consuming red meat or other 
animal products, rather than immediately, as happens with 
most food allergies. 

More recently, the researchers interviewed allergists 
from around the U.S. to try to map the spread of the allergy, 
and found that where severe allergic reactions from fire 
ant bites are common, the red meat allergy is much less 
common. “It is a highly significant inverse relationship,” 
Platts-Mills says. How the ants are affecting tick popula-
tions is less clear. A recent study in Texas failed to find evi-
dence that the ants actually prey on the ticks and suggested 
instead that the ants might drive out small mammals that 
would serve as their hosts.

Platts-Mills, who has himself been bitten by a fire ant 
and describes the experience as “hysterically painful,” 
notes that the ants, which often attack in multiple numbers, 
are steadily moving northward. As they do so, although 
they are likely to control the spread of the red meat allergy, 
Platts-Mills says, in its place “we’ll have something worse.”

BATTLE OF THE BITES
In ants vs. ticks, we lose
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Discovery

Recent research from UVA suggests that 
exercise may help fight two serious medi-
cal conditions: progressive neuromuscular 
disease Friedreich’s ataxia and vision-rob-
bing macular degeneration.

Friedreich’s ataxia is a rare inherited 
disease that causes progressive damage 
to the nervous system and impairs move-
ment. But research in the lab of UVA’s Dr. 
Zhen Yan found that regular exercise pre-
vented the onset of symptoms in mice. 

“The exercise does not mitigate the 
genetic defect,” Yan explains, but rather 
helps maintain mitochondrial health “and 
therefore mitigates the onset of symp-
toms.” The research, which was published 
in Scientific Reports, suggests the poten-
tial benefit of more widespread genetic 
screening for the disease, which otherwise 

typically is diagnosed only after symptoms 
develop, Yan says. It is also possible, he 
adds, that further research could lead to 
identifying or developing therapeutics that 
could mimic the benefits of exercise.

In another mouse study, assistant pro-
fessor Brad Gelfand of UVA’s Center for 
Advanced Vision Science has found that 
exercise appears to reduce the harm-
ful overgrowth of blood vessels in the eye 
that contributes to macular degeneration, 
which is a leading cause of vision loss in 
older adults. Speaking about the research 
for the School of Medicine’s The Making 
of Medicine blog, Gelfand noted that the 
benefits were seen at low levels of exer-
cise, which suggests one more potential 
health benefit of moderate exercise.

When young teenagers perceive that their 
parents are trying to control their behav-
ior through psychological and emotional 
manipulation, the result can be long-term 
negative consequences for the devel-
oping adolescent that surprisingly can 
persist well into adulthood. That’s what 
UVA researchers have found in a nearly 
20-year study that began when the par-
ticipants were 13 years old. 

“What happens in adolescence sticks 
with you,” says Emily Loeb (Grad ’13, 
’18), a postdoctoral researcher in the psy-
chology department who served as lead 
author on the study, which was published 
in June in the journal Child Development. 
The researchers found that teenagers who 

perceived their parents as psychologi-
cally overcontrolling struggled as adults 
with forming romantic relationships. 
“We think that these kids have learned 
that relationships are a source of stress 
[rather than warmth and support],” 
Loeb says. In addition, these individuals 
were likely to have obtained less educa-
tion by the age of 32 than other partici-
pants in the study. 

Loeb emphasizes that problems don’t 
arise from parents’ setting rules and 
boundaries, but rather from their use of 
psychological pressures—such as guilt or 
making approval contingent upon compli-
ance—as a means to try to make adoles-
cents behave as the parents want them to. 

“It is normal to want to control aspects 
of kids’ lives to lead them to better out-
comes,” Loeb says. But seeking to tightly 
control every aspect of a teenager’s life 
“tends to backfire,” she adds. “As diffi-
cult as it is to let kids think for themselves 
and let them make their own mistakes, it 
seems to be a very necessary and funda-
mental part of developing independence.”

—Articles by Caroline Kettlewell

More benefits of exercise

Parent, but don’t manipulate
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Student Life
3,785T O TA L  I N C O M I N G  S T U D E N T S

1396515 317FIRST-GENERATION  
COLLEGE STUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME

HOUSEHOLDS

AVERAGE SAT SCORE

NOT SHOWN:  
0.05% American Indian or Alaskan Native  

0.08% Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

NOTE: Students’ racial and ethnic information is reported by UVA in accordance to guidelines set by the U.S. 

Dept. of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics. Any student who reported more than one race was 

counted in the multi-race category; the 5.5 percent of first-year students who did so include 2.5 percent who iden-

tified as African American as one of the races.

 

SOURCE: UVA Office of Institutional Assessment and Studies; data as of Sept. 21, 2020

D uring a historic year 
with a global health 
crisis, UVA’s Class of 
2024 is making history 

itself with the highest number ever 
of minority students and first-gen-
eration students. Some 37 percent 
of full-time first-year students are 
in racial minorities, up from 35 
percent in 2019. First-generation 
students, who are the first in their 
family to attend college, comprise 
almost 14 percent of the class, up 
from 13 percent last year. 

“ With all the years I’ve been 
doing this, this was the most chal-
lenging, by far, other than the year 
we enrolled a really outstand-
ing class after Unite the Right,” 
the 2017 rally that brought neo- 
N a z i s  t o  G r o u n d s ,  D e a n  o f 
Admission Gregory W. Roberts 
(Darden ’17) said in early October. 
“This is the class that I’m most 
proud of, and I’m most proud of our 
team for hanging in there.”

As the pandemic presented 
uncertainty in the spring, admission 
staff juggled new challenges, includ-
ing moving events online and man-
aging double the number of students 
who pulled out of UVA or chose to 
take a gap year. That total rose to 
300 in 2020. 

“ We had to monitor deposits 
and enrollment very carefully for 
a much longer period of time than 
we normally do,” Roberts said. “But 
we were very pleased that the class 
came in exactly on target.” 

–Sarah Lindenfeld Hall

WELCOME,  
CLASS OF 2024

3.8% 
NONRESIDENT ALIEN

53.8% 
WHITE

17.2% 
ASIAN

7.1% 
BLACK OR  

AFRICAN AMERICAN

5.3% 
UNKNOWN

7.1% 
HISPANIC5.5% 

MULTI-RACE

43.2% 
MALE

56.8% 
FEMALE

31.9% 
OUT-OF-STATE

68.1% 
IN-STATE
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SAVING MONEY?
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Clearing  
the Shelves
‘Hitting the Alderman Stacks’ used to be 
just a figure of speech. Here’s a look inside 
the beginning of the 3-year renovation.
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With the books 
stored off-site and 
the shelves removed, 
the original 1938 
Stacks are ready for 
demolition in this 
photo from May.

Emptying books from 
the Stacks began long 
before the demolition, 
as shown in this photo 
from July 2019.
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One of two large rainwater 
storage tanks is shown in 
September in Nameless Field. 
The tanks have since been 
buried and will collect runoff.

A piece of heavy machinery takes a chunk 
out of the New Stacks, which were added 
in 1967, in this photo from June.
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The former office of 
UVA Library Dean John 
Unsworth (Grad ’88) is 
emptied out and prepared 
for renovation.

The removal of the Tracy McGregor 
portrait from the McGregor Room 
reveals that the fireplace runs  
diagonally up and out of the room.
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The McGregor Room 
will be renovated  
and will have seismic 
reinforcements, new 
wiring, air conditioning 
and heat.

An emptied Memorial 
Hall, at the main 
entrance on the south 
side, is shown in 
August. At the end of 
the renovation, it will 
have new finishes and 
furniture and a new 
circulation desk.
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Sanjay Suchak is 
senior photographer 
at the University 
of Virginia.

Feature_alderman_reno_rm_420.indd   35Feature_alderman_reno_rm_420.indd   35 11/10/20   11:31 AM11/10/20   11:31 AM



36    VIRGINIA MAGAZINE  |  W I N T E R  2 0 2 0

OPENSORT OF  
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a s ke d ,  d i st a n c e d , 
sanitized, tented and 
capacity-reduced, life 
on Grounds resumed 
for the fall semester 
in a borderline state 

perhaps best captured by a sign hung 
by one longtime Corner merchant:

Sort of open.
On Sept. 8, the first morning of 

in-person instruction, the usual river 
of students plying McCormick Road 
was a mere trickle. A lone jogger made 
her way up the slope toward Monroe 
Hill, nothing to block the sound of her 
footfalls from 10 yards away. A food 
truck vendor kept watch for custom-
ers near McIntire Amphitheatre. The 
buzzing of cicadas in the trees broke 
the quiet.

The physical and virtual univer-
sities—two complementary UVAs—
intertwined in novel ways unique to 
the hybrid semester.

“I’m actually in a class right now,” 
said Kayla Kusel (Col ’24), a first-
year student from Boca Raton, Florida, 
as she walked up McCormick with ear-
buds in. She was headed to the amphi-
theater, as good a place as any to attend 
class on a sun-splashed morning.

“I’m enjoying the fact that I get 
to explore Grounds while I take my 
classes,” she said.

The Class of 2024 had arrived the 
previous weekend, after two weeks of 
virtual instruction and against a back-
drop of rising coronavirus case num-
bers and botched attempts at other 
schools to return to in-person learn-
ing. UVA itself had delayed its restart 
as it shored up its testing supply chain, 
studied the lessons of other universi-
ties, added isolation and quarantine 

M

WHAT IT WAS LIKE ON GROUNDS THIS FALL

OPENSORT OF  

By  Ed  M i l le r

Photo s  by  Andrew  Sh u r tle f f
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The University 
erected tents 
around Grounds to 
give students out-
door spots to meet.

space and did its best to prepare for the unknown.
It was a big ask: attempting to do what other uni-

versities had flamed out at so publicly. Leadership 
appealed to students’ sense of community and shared 
responsibility in asking them to sacrifice for the 
greater good—while also warning of the consequences 
of noncompliance.

An 11-week trek to the finish line of Thanksgiving 
was on, a test of stamina and discipline. Any slacken-
ing of collective vigilance, and the entire operation 
could go back online.

Many expected it would. Among the doubters was 
Deniz Sezer (Com ’21, Col ‘21), a fourth-year stu-
dent from Atlanta who expressed her skepticism to 
friends the day in-person classes began.

“I give it a month, tops,” she said. 

VIRGINIA PAUSED before taking the plunge, a two-
week delay that was crucial to having a chance to suc-
ceed at in-person classes, President James E. Ryan 
(Law ’92) told Virginia Magazine.

“What we didn’t appreciate at the time was how 
much we would learn from schools that started 
before us,” Ryan said in mid-September. “And so 
watching what happened at other schools, it made us 
really focus on, one, making sure that there are clear 
expectations about following health and safety proto-
cols, whether students are living on Grounds or not. 
Second, having a robust testing plan is really import-
ant, and third, having enough isolation and quaran-
tine space is really important.”

S o m e  1 5 ,0 0 0  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  i n 
Charlottesville when online classes began Aug. 25. 
The virus was expected to arrive with them and did 
not tarry. Student cases went from 40 on Aug. 28 to 
161 on Sept. 4.

The number was manageable, and UVA went 
about reopening. Tents were erected around Grounds 
to provide places for students to study and meet. 
Among the spots commandeered were the basketball 
courts near the Dell, a proving ground for generations 
of pickup players and one place where physical dis-
tancing had always been frowned upon.

As unusual as the sight of no ball at the Dell was 
the scene over at Newcomb Hall, where longtime 
cashier “Miss Kathy” McGruder was glad to be back at 
work at the dining facility after months away, but she 
missed the usual throngs as lunchtime approached.

“Normally we would have had three or four hun-
dred people by now,” she said, glancing at her watch in 
between swiping in the occasional student.

Such crowds likely weren’t returning this semes-
ter. Dorms were two-thirds full. Just 30 percent of 
classes had an optional in-person component, giving 
many of those who lived off-Grounds little reason to 
come on.

Those who did found plenty of elbow room, even 
on the Lawn, where signs implored students and vis-
itors to keep their distance. 

Tess Enderson (Col ’22) and Garvey Cummings 
(Col ’22) spread a blanket there and took in the sub-
dued reopening vibe. They had been on spring break 

in Florida when they were told they 
could not return. Six months later, they 
had just one in-person class between 
them but felt having feet on Grounds 
made them more connected to school, 
even if most of it was virtual.

“I think there’s a consensus among 
a lot of people that they are a lot more 
motivated here,” Enderson said. “At 
home, it kind of feels like almost more of 
a vacation-type thing.”

IN CLASSROOMS, distancing was not left 
to chance. In Room 130 in Monroe Hall, 
students filing in for the first in-per-
son section of EGMT 1540—Ethical 
Engagement made their way to seats 
marked “Please Sit Here.” The class-
room, which has a capacity of 100 in 
non-pandemic times, held 23 students.

Chad Wellmon, an associate professor 
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AT HOME, FIRST-YEAR students soon got a far more 
sober reminder that they had come to college during 
a pandemic.

Wastewater monitoring was a key prong of the 
University’s containment strategy, along with a daily 
health check app, symptomatic testing, and manda-
tory random testing of students. Behind the first-year 
dorms along Alderman and McCormick roads, robots 
were taking samples of fluid every 15 minutes, which 
were then daily sent to a lab for testing.

The idea for such testing at UVA came from Dr. 
Amy Mathers, an associate professor of medicine and 
pathology and associate director of microbiology at 
the School of Medicine.

“If you live together you can’t wear a mask 24 
hours a day,” Mathers said. “So the people that live 
together are the highest risk places where the worst 
outbreaks occur.”

Because people shed the virus before they have 
symptoms, wastewater testing is an early-warning 
system. It’s also a way to avoid the complicated chain 
of custody that comes with other forms of testing.

“All the logistics of that—even the idea of getting 
the right people into testing—those are huge man-
power efforts,” Mathers said.

If wastewater indicates potential infections, a 
dorm’s residents are tested. Wastewater testing began 
Sept. 7. Eight days later, residents of the Balz-Dobie 
dorm were the first to be tested. Four others—Lefevre, 
Echols, Kellogg and Hancock—fell like dominoes.

For the affected students, the testing procedure 

of German Studies and principal of Brown College, 
stood at a desk in the front of the room, maskless, 
which was allowable provided he stayed behind a 
plexiglass barrier.

“I’m Chad Wellmon. Good to meet you,” he said.
They’d met before, virtually. Now, there were 23 

masked first-year faces in his classroom and 15 in an 
adjacent room, connected via Zoom. Five other stu-
dents were off-site. A monitor at the front of the room 
merged the three groups into one hybrid classroom.

An energetic lecturer, Wellmon peppered his stu-
dents with questions, doing his best to include every-
one, not just the faces in front of him. “What about 
next door?” he’d say, trying to draw students from the 
adjacent classroom into the dialogue.

Many jumped in, despite the occasional techni-
cal glitch of echoing feedback. A student teaching 
assistant even made a drive-by introduction, lit-
erally, from a car. (The passenger seat, in case you  
were wondering.)

“Sadly, this is my only in-person class,” Jason 
Blake (Col ’24), a first-year from Exmore, Virginia, 
said after the class, which moved outside to a tent 
behind Monroe Hall for the final 45 minutes. 

“It felt good to actually be united with my class-
mates. With virtual classes, it can be harder to make 
friends,” he said. “Getting in these surroundings, it’s 
easier to talk to people. I had a good group I could  
talk with.”

For the first time since arriving, it truly felt like 
college, he said.

Chad Wellmon 
teaches his first 

hybrid in-person 
class from behind 

plexiglass.
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Avery Gagne (Col ’21), a resident adviser at 
Hancock who expressed himself on Twitter, was not 
quite as even-keeled, RAs being on the front lines in 
the affected dorms.

“I’m just mentally gone, exhausted and stressed,” 
he wrote.

As the semester went on, many could relate, 
including Ana Stanisavljev (Com ’21, Col ’21), a 
fourth-year student from Vienna, Virginia.

“Students are going a little bit insane right now,” 
she said, two weeks into hybrid instruction.

A  c o m m e r c e  a n d  S p a n i s h  d o u b l e  m a j o r, 
Stanisavljev was a discussion leader for an intro-
ductory business course and had planned to teach  
in-person. Before she could, however, a contact tracer 
from the Blue Ridge Health District notified her of a 
potential exposure to a person who had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

Stanisavljev quarantined. It gave her time to 
reflect on the futility of asking college students to 
socially distance and had her questioning whether 
the University’s decision to reopen had been the right 
call, she said.

Where she lives, in a house with 10 other women, 
no one is testing the wastewater. Her roommates have 
their own social circles. Most have boyfriends, who 
have their own circles.

“We’re such an interconnected network that it 
is impossible even if you are upholding the highest 
standards to really evade any risk,” she said. “It’s very 

At top: Monitors 
allow students 
to participate 
remotely. Above: 
Students study 
on the Lawn in 
September.

ground Grounds life, such as it was, to a halt. Students 
received a text telling them to return to their rooms 
for testing. Dorms were shut down and residents 
quarantined up to 48 hours while tests were admin-
istered, results received, and those who tested pos-
itive—or had come into contact with someone who 
had—were sent to isolation or quarantine. Others 
were given an all-clear sign.

Testing at the dorms turned up 48 cases, and 
no shortage of anxiety, although some members 
of the class—a resilient cohort that had already 
missed out on high school graduation, prom and so 
much else—seemed to handle the latest disruption  
with equanimity.

“At the end of the day, being proactive will keep us 
afloat,” first-year student Nickolaus Cabrera (Col 
’24) told the Cavalier Daily.
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On Sept. 23, Clemons Library was closed for the 
second time in four days because too many patrons 
were not complying with masking requirements. 
Evicted patrons emerged into the afternoon light, 
rubbing their hands with sanitizer.

Librarians kept track of compliance with a home-
grown app, walking around and recording data on an 
iPad every hour. A recorded warning regularly plays 
over the sound system, library director of communi-
cations Elyse Girard said. “The librarians give them 
the most opportunities to do the right thing.”

By Oct. 2, the University’s COVID Tracker reported  
270 active cases—defined as positives in the previous 
10 days that required isolation—and 840 total cases 
since tracking began Aug. 17. Of those, 252 active and 
768 total cases were student cases. Twenty-three peo-
ple were hospitalized.

The previous morning, Department of Medicine 
Chair Dr. Mitch Rosner (Res ’00) and UVA’s Chief 
Operating Officer J.J. Davis announced contingency 
plans that had been approved by leadership. The  
possibilities included moving all undergraduate 
instruction online, with possible exceptions for 
courses that can only be taught in person; prohibiting 
all gatherings on Grounds, limiting academic build-
ings to graduate students, faculty and staff; limiting 
libraries to contactless pickup and online services, 
limiting dining to pickup, mobile ordering and grab 
and go; closing rec facilities and mandating telework 
for as many employees as possible.

With midterms approaching, Zoom fatigue 
was already widespread, and not just for students. 
Teaching virtually or hybrid was its own endurance 
test.

Wellmon likened it to an IT boot camp, fraught 
with potential technical snags. Assistant professor of 
commerce Jeffrey Leopold, who taught Foundations 
of Commerce to mostly first- and second-year stu-
dents, said that in a typical year, he would teach three 

confusing, as a student, to try to figure out how to live 
right now, to be honest.”

Stanisavljev questioned whether the University 
really knew how students felt, and whether it was 
doing enough to look after their mental health. “To 
be quite honest, it’s been a wild ride,” she said.

Christopher P. Holstege, director of the Elson 
Student Health Center, said UVA has doubled the 
number of counseling and psychiatric professionals 
since 2013 and continues to add resources, including 
a new student health facility with expanded capacity 
for group and individual therapy. Thanks to COVID, 
student health has integrated tele-counseling into the 
mix. Bottom line, he said: “There’s not a wait for any-
body who’s in crisis.”

THE VIRUS HASN’T been given to waiting either. 
With cases rising—a single-day high of 57 positive 
tests among students was recorded Sept. 17—and 
reports of large gatherings of students and incon-
sistent adherence to distancing and masking guide-
lines reaching University leaders, Ryan on Sept. 
21 announced tighter restrictions would be imple-
mented for two weeks to stay ahead of the virus. The 
restrictions were extended for an additional two 
weeks on Oct. 6. Gatherings were limited to five peo-
ple, down from a previous limit of 15. Students were 
required to wear masks at all times, except at home, 
when eating, or exercising outside or at the indoor 
recreational facilities.

Students were also asked not to leave Charlottes-
ville, not to have visitors from out of town, and, if they 
couldn’t stay 6 feet from others in a bar or restaurant, 
not go in.

Interim suspensions had already been issued, 
Ryan said. The University would be more vigilant 
going forward.

“I still believe we can do this, but it will take every-
one’s very best effort,” Ryan said.

WILL KEEP US AFLOAT.

AT THE END OF THE DAY, 
PROACTIVEBEING

Nickolaus Cabrera 
(Col ’24)
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sections in a 170-seat auditorium. Now, he taught the 
same number of students in the same three sections 
from his home office in Richmond, which presented 
its own challenges.

Leopold’s students were all over the globe, which 
meant that to see his lectures live, a student in China 
would have to watch them during the middle of the 
night. Other students complained of internet prob-
lems during quizzes. Several of his discussion leaders 
were in and out of quarantine.

Like many professors, Leopold recorded his lec-
tures so students could watch on their own time.

“I believe a synchronous lecture is a better edu-
cation than recording,” he said. “Recording is better 
than (students) being half-asleep.”

Faculty members took various approaches. 
Batten professor Gerry Warburg opted for an  
all-virtual format he called “Super Zoom” for his  
two graduate school seminars—Congress 101: 
Leadership Strategies, and Leadership in U.S. Foreign 
Policy Making. 

His classes came complete with intro and exit 
music, Bruce Springsteen’s “Born in the U.S.A.” and 
The Beatles’ “Here Comes the Sun,” respectively. He 
compared it to producing a live television show every 
day, with no rehearsal.

“I’ve hung up on [UVA President] Jim Ryan in 
my class. That has happened,” he said. “It’s live, all  
the time.”

But Warburg was also able to get U.S. Sens. Mark 
Warner and Tim Kaine and five Virginia congressio-
nal representatives to meet with his class for “sear-
ingly candid” off-the-record discussions. Doing it via 
Zoom was far more efficient than trying to squeeze 
such meetings into a single trip to Capitol Hill,  
he said.

Law school professor Alex Johnson, whose teach-
ing career spans nearly four decades, said his wife was 
concerned about him returning to in-person instruc-
tion. For him, the rewards of being in the classroom 
were worth the risks.

“I did the Zoom stuff last semester, and it just 
wasn’t the same,” he said. “It just didn’t have the same 
enjoyment. It was more like a job.

“I just made the choice, yeah, I’m going to do it.”
Johnson taught 65 first-year law students in his 

contract class in an auditorium with a capacity of 
more than 400. Another half-dozen or so took the 
class via Zoom.

In keeping with law-school tradition, Johnson 
made it a point to cold call students who were partic-
ipating online, as well as those sitting in front of him.

For classes with a literal hands-on component, vir-
tual learning was not an option. Or at least, not always 
a good one. After classes shut down last spring, chem-
istry professor Laura Serbulea taught an accelerated 
organic chemistry lab virtually. Though better than 
nothing, it was not the same as being in the lab.

“We found some software. It was as good as we 
could get during those times,” she said.

This semester, her labs are conducted in-person, 
with rooms at half-capacity and strict rules about 
social distancing.

“So far, so good,” she said in mid-October. “We 
have had no positive cases in my class. Every week I 
make sure I tell students how proud I am that they 
understand and respect the rules that were imposed.”

For her lecture classes, which are conducted vir-
tually, Serbulea said she asked students to keep their 
computer cameras on. 

“Last semester, I was seeing a black wall with 
names,” she said.

Making eye contact, even virtually, is important 
to building community, Serbulea and other faculty 
members said. 

“This semester has definitely been difficult,” 
Batten professor Eileen Chou said. “That’s true for 
everyone. I think even though we are facing these 
challenges, I do not want to give them a discount 
education.

“It requires empathy, from both sides.”

Wearing a mask 
during outside 
exercise was 
optional.
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said Morgan Swigert (Col ’24), a first-year student 
from Minneapolis who was sitting under a tent with 
his roommate, Luke Napolitano (Col ’24), a first-
year from Reading, Massachusetts. 

Napolitano held a copy of On China, by Henry 
Kissinger, under his arm, and was preparing to dive 
into it for a class on international relations. That 
doing it here, near The Rotunda, was far preferable 
to doing it at home was “not even a question,” he said.

The only question was how long it would last. 
Ed Miller is associate editor of Virginia Magazine.

AND HOPE. DESPITE the persistent num-
bers—an average of 23 student cases per 
day by Sept. 30—and the growing sense of 
fatigue, Sezer, who had been pessimistic 
at first, saw signs of hope as the semester 
progressed.

“I am pleasantly surprised,” she said. 
As both a discussion leader for 

Leopold’s class and a bartender at a 
Corner nightspot, Sezer had an inside 
view of two critical areas of student life.

In the classroom, students were more 
engaged than ever, she said. On the town, 
they kept their distance—except for one 
night when the crowds were “really scary,” 
she said. Sezer, who had come in to pick 
up her paycheck, turned around and left.

“It wasn’t as packed as it used to get, 
but it was more crowded than I’d seen,” 
she said. “Most of the time, it’s fine.

“We’re adjusting. I think it’s a positive 
thing that we’re still trying to do some 
stuff in person. It definitely comes with 
its challenges.”

For some, coping with those chal-
lenges meant focusing on what there was, 
not what there wasn’t. There would not be 
the usual 5,000 participants in intramural 
teams this semester—by mid-October, the 
count stood at about 600—but rec centers 
were open at a reduced capacity. Masks 
at the ready, joggers logged their miles. 
Swimmers reserved lanes at the aquatic 
center. Frisbees flew at the Mad Bowl. 
Tennis courts stayed busy.

Fans could not attend, and the fence 
near the hill at Scott Stadium was blocked 
to prevent them from gathering outside, 
but Bronco Mendenhall’s football team 
opened the year by thumping Duke and 
playing well in defeat at No. 1 Clemson. 
(The virus thinned the Cavaliers’ roster by seven for 
that game, the first positive tests reported by the foot-
ball team.)

Grounds were as verdant as ever, the tableau 
as pleasing, even if so much was missing from  
the picture.

“The most important thing is we are open, at 
least,” vendor Mohammad Murtaza said on the first 
day back. He was not speaking of his food truck alone.

Sort of open.
“It’s the best you can hope for in this situation,” 

When Tom Bowe closed Take It Away 
Sandwich Shop on the UVA Corner in 
March, he wasn’t sure when—or even 
whether—his 28-year-old business 
would reopen.

“We were definitely headed in a very 
specific direction,” he said.

Bowe and his employees weathered 
the spring and early summer with the 
help of a Paycheck Protection Program 
loan. They reopened in August.

By early September, when students 
returned to Grounds, grab-and-go busi-
ness on the sidewalk outside the shop 
was steady, but not nearly what it was 
before the coronavirus pandemic forced 
an abrupt shutdown.

The same held true all around the 
business district, where merchants 
who were able to move to the side-
walk generally did better than 
those whose business model 
depends on people coming 
inside and staying a while.

“We’ve had a really good 
summer,” said Mark Lorenzoni, 
co-owner of Ragged Mountain 
Running, a Corner fixture for 
39 years. The store moved 
some merchandise outside, 
and employees conducted 
shoe fittings under tents on 
the sidewalk.

“We’re not cocky,” 
Lorenzoni added. “We’ve 
been really lucky to have this 
protocol.”

Others were not as fortu-
nate. Littlejohn’s Delicatessen 
remained closed. Organizers of 

a GoFundMe campaign announced Sept. 
19 that they would not be able to raise 
enough money to save the popular eat-
ery, which opened in 1976.

Restaurants, bars and nightspots 
advertised happy hours and food 
specials but faced state and local 
regulations limiting capacity and 
University dictates against students 
congregating in large numbers.

“I am not sure how any brick-and-
mortar business can expect to survive 
this type of environment, especially 
with the winter right around the cor-
ner,” Andy McClure (Com ’01), owner 
of The Virginian, wrote in an email. “I 
would argue that the hardest hit spot in 
the entire area is the Corner, and it most 
likely will never be the same.” 

—Ed Miller

STRUGGLING TO TURN THE CORNER
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Afolake Wilson (Col ’06, Educ ’10)
Second-grade teacher
The first sign that something was different at Peabody 
School in Charlottesville was the annual game night in 
March. Afolake Wilson (Col ’06, Educ ’10), a sec-
ond-grade teacher, noticed the popular event wasn’t 
as well-attended as usual. “Then things rapidly hap-
pened,” she said.

Like other schools, it opted for virtual learning 
only. But the goal was always to return to the class-
room when they could. That happened in August. 

Wilson now leads a class of 11 second graders. 
Instead of sharing tables, they have individual desks 
with plastic dividers. Everybody wears masks. Tents 
allow for outdoor classrooms. They play games to 
practice how to stand 6 feet from each other. She’s feel-
ing “OK,” she said, about the return to the classroom.
“As I tell my kids, we’re a family,” she said. “And part 
of being a family is that we trust each other. I’m going 
to trust you to keep me safe, and you’re going to trust 
me to keep you safe. And they really understand that.”

he COVID-19 pandemic upended the 
working world, emptying out office 
buildings and downtowns. Many people 

began working remotely—or faced furloughs 
or layoffs. But for essential and front-line 
workers, including UVA alumni such as the 
dozen featured here, there was no chance to 
quarantine. Here are their stories.

T
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Second-grade teacher 
Afolake Wilson (Col 
’06, Educ ’10) in her 
Charlottesville classroom
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REAL  
LIFE  

ACROSS A RANGE OF ROLES, ALUMNI CONFRONT COVID CLOSE-UP
  

By  S a ra h  L i nde nfeld  H a l l

AMID  
A REAL  
THREAT
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Adriana Allen (Col ’20)
Grocery worker, graduate student
After the pandemic canceled her 
summer plans at Johns Hopkins 
University, Adriana Allen (Col ’20) 
was looking for something to do. In 
April, she took a job at a grocery store 
in her hometown of Newport News, 
Virginia. Early on, she was nervous 
that she might pick up the coronavirus, 
but her mother, who works in a bank, 
was working outside the home too.

At the register, as she answered 
endless questions about hard-to-find 
items like toilet paper, she also grew 
more confident in the store’s safety 
measures. She wears a mask. She 
washes her hands regularly during 
shifts. Barriers separate her from 
customers.

Until this year, Allen, who also is 
pursuing a master’s degree in public 
health from UVA, didn’t really rec-
ognize grocery workers as “essen-
tial.” She has a different view now. 
When she drives by signs that say, 
“Superheroes Work Here,” she won-
ders if people include grocery work-
ers, who work despite the risks, in 
their definition of superheroes. “It 
definitely set in,” Allen said, “that I 
kind of qualified as that too.” 

Barry Mangold (Col ’17) 
TV journalist
As the nation stayed home, Barry 
Mangold (Col ’17) picked up and 
moved in April from one local TV job 
in Missouri to a new one in Oklahoma. 
Since then, as a multimedia journal-
ist and fill-in anchor for News 9 in 
Oklahoma City, Mangold’s task has 
been to get to know a new community 
in quarantine. “It’s been weird adjust-
ing to it,” Mangold said.

Mangold has driven across the 
region for stories and done plenty of 
reporting on the street. COVID-19 is 
the familiar thread that runs through 
most. But in early June, the station’s 
attention turned to another topic—
protests against police brutality. 

Mangold covered the peaceful rally 
that turned chaotic in Oklahoma City, 
getting tear-gassed while on air. 

“I’ve been in Oklahoma City for 
five months now, but it feels like I’ve 
been here for years,” he said. “I hav-
en’t shaken a lot of hands, but I have 
met a lot of people. And that’s the job.” 

Britney Pulliam (Col ’12)
Dentist
As a dentist in Atlanta, Britney 
Pulliam (Col ’12) works in a place 
we’re all trying to avoid—other peo-
ple’s mouths. “At first, it was scary,” 
she said.

In the spring, her office closed for 
two weeks before reopening to see 
only patients with immediate needs, 
working to keep people with severe 
dental issues out of emergency rooms 
so doctors could focus on COVID 
patients. Business remained slow, 
however, even when regular cleanings 
resumed. Pulliam was laid off in late 
July but picked up a new job within 
weeks.

Today, she’s not so scared anymore. 
She dons layers of protection—two 
different masks and a face shield. Her 
office also has instituted other proce-
dures, including regular COVID tests. 
She misses socializing with family and 
friends, who she’s mostly stayed away 

Barry Mangold (Col 
’17) on assignment in 
Oklahoma City

This isn’t how we live life, but this 
is our reality for the time being.  
It really did serve as a catalyst  
for me to do a lot of self-work.” 

—Kiah Ford, registered nurse

“
G

R
E

G
O

R
Y

 M
IL

L
E

R

Feature_covid_frontlines_rm_420.indd   46Feature_covid_frontlines_rm_420.indd   46 11/5/20   4:58 PM11/5/20   4:58 PM



UVAMAGAZINE.ORG     47

from because of her work. But the job 
is rewarding.

“It makes you really feel like you’re 
accomplishing something, and you are 
making a difference,” she said. 

Kiah Ford (Col ’14)
Registered nurse
Six months into the pandemic, Kiah 
Ford (Col ’14) was still quarantining 
and staying away from friends. Her 
job as a nurse at Emory University 
Hospital in Atlanta puts her in con-
tact with the coronavirus. But she 

also feels confident that the elabo-
rate process to put on and take off 
her personal protective equipment is 
effective. 

“I know that with my work, I’m at 
risk,” she said, “even though I feel like 
I have so much more hygiene than the 
average person because of how strict 
we are in the hospitals right now.”

Usually assigned to the transplant 
unit, Ford moved to different floors 
across the hospital, including those 
caring for COVID patients, as the pan-
demic threw her work assignments up 
in the air and Emory scaled back on 

surgeries. It’s been stressful. Therapy 
and meditation have helped ease  
her mind.

“This isn’t how we live life, but this 
is our reality for the time being,” said 
Ford, who misses exploring Atlanta 
with friends. “It really did serve as a 
catalyst for me to do a lot of self-work.” 

Ellen Dietrick (Col ’00, Educ ’00)
Preschool director 
In March, like other schools across the 
country, the preschool at Temple Beth 

Kiah Ford (Col ’14) 
at Emory University 
Hospital in Atlanta
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Shalom in Needham, Massachusetts, 
shut down. Ellen Dietrick  (Col, 
Educ ’00), director of early childhood 
learning, kept working, guiding virtual 
learning and preparing the building 
for when students could return. “We 
framed it as: We never would have 
wanted this to happen, but it’s here, 
and instead of going back to old ways, 
what’s the new way?” she said. “How 
can we be creative and innovative?” 

I n  l a t e  Ju n e ,  t h e  p r e s c h o o l 
reopened for summer programs 
with new outdoor classrooms and 
play areas in the parking lot and new 
rules, including masks for everybody 
age 2 and up. School started in early 
September. The response, Dietrick 
said, has been one of thanks.

“On the first day, I got an email 
from a parent that said their child had 
gone home and said, ‘That was the 
best day of my whole life,’” Dietrick 
said. “Kids are really resilient. They 
were fine at home. But when they got 
to experience [school] again, it was 
just that happiness and joy.” 

Kiyoko Timmons (Col ’13)
Art therapist
At the Richmond, Virginia, psychiat-
ric hospital where Kiyoko Timmons 
(Col ’13) works as an art therapist, 
she’s seen the mental health toll 
of COVID -19. Adults are relapsing 
because of the stress of pandemic-re-
lated job losses. Teens are isolated and 
depressed because of school closures. 

Timmons provides them with 
art supplies and various prompts 
to encourage self-reflection. “It’s 
really interesting just seeing people 
that might be initially resistant cre-
ate something so deeply personal,” 
Timmons said. 

These days, Timmons’ work rou-
tine includes wearing a mask and 
carefully sanitizing her art supplies. 
Patients are tested for COVID before 
arrival, but, worried about potential 
exposures, she’s also limited contact 

with her extended family. When she 
feels troubled, she falls back on her 
art—journaling, sketching and paint-
ing with watercolors.

“I try really hard not to get discour-
aged and feel hopeless about what’s 
going on,” she said. “I lean a lot on 
just being grateful for what I still have 
… and just making time for myself. 
That’s one of the silver linings.”

Lauren Carter (Col ’13)
Family medicine resident
The pandemic hit in March, and life 
changed almost immediately for 
Dr. Lauren Carter (Col ’13), the 
chief resident at ChristianaCare’s 
Family Medicine Residency program 
in Delaware. The hospital quickly 
ramped up its virtual care offerings. 

Carter took a crash course in how to 
provide telehealth services to patients. 

“In medical school or anywhere, 
you’re not quite taught how to do a 
physical exam when you can’t touch 
somebody,” she said. “It was a learn-
ing curve, but it’s been really, really 
instrumental.” 

Suited up in masks, gloves and 
other PPE, Carter is still seeing 
patients in person too, her own and 
others, including those with COVID, 
as she moves across different hospital 
departments.

“One of the hardest parts was right 
after the initial stage when everyone 
was, ‘OK, once the pandemic is over, 
once quarantine is over,’ and then 
realizing that this might not be over,” 
she said. “This is an ongoing marathon 
we’re in right now.” 

Lynna Martinez 
(Darden ’94) in front 
of her San Mateo 
restaurant, Cuban 
Kitchen
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Matt Dziama (Col ’19)
Urgent care medical assistant
As the pandemic ramped up, Matt 
Dziama (Col ’19) was starting his job 
as an urgent care medical assistant for 
Harvard Vanguard Medical Associates 
in Massachusetts. In his first week, he 
was wearing two masks and a face 
shield to protect against transmis-
sion. The job required him to take 
patients’ vitals and administer COVID 
tests. “It was both exciting and a little 
nerve-wracking at first,” he said.

Part of UVA’s 2019 NCAA champi-
onship lacrosse team, Dziama is now 
an aspiring physician’s assistant and 
was living at home, preparing to apply 
to graduate school. Through June, he 
quarantined in his parents’ basement, 
worried that he might pass the coro-
navirus to them. He mostly saw them 
when he got his meals at the top of  
the stairs.

By mid-July, COVID cases were 
declining, and Dziama started seeing 
people with broken bones or needing 
stitches. “It’s been nice to see more 
regular urgent care patients because 
for so long I was only treating either 
COVID or potential COVID patients,” 
he said. “It was sort of like learning a 
whole other thing.” 

Skye Scott (Col ’20)
Bank teller, college adviser
The pandemic didn’t  close the 
Charlottesville Wells Fargo where 
Skye Scott (Col ’20) worked as a 
bank teller, but it shut the doors to 
the physical building except for cus-
tomers with appointments. Scott’s 
job went from just helping people 
with their money to also directing 
traffic as cars lined up outside for the 
drive-through. 

“We had to play this role of manag-
ing the cars and of comforting custom-
ers who were very worried about their 
money and about what was going to 
happen if the banks closed,” said Scott, 

who said she was “fairly comfortable” 
helping customers if they wore a mask.

The job was always intended to be 
a temporary one, and after two years, 
she left in June to become a college 
adviser at Buckingham County High 
School to help students plan their 
futures. The school opened for online 
learning only in August.

“I’m very excited to be able to see 
them in person,” she said. “But it does 
come with that added exposure and 
risk, and that makes me nervous.” 

Tanya Cauthen (Engr ’91)
Owner, Belmont Butchery
It was March 19, a Thursday night. 
Tanya Cauthen (Engr ’91) went 
home at 6 p.m., leaving her Richmond 
shop, Belmont Butchery, in her 
employees’ hands. “We seemed busy, 
but not anything I needed to stay for,” 
she said.

The next morning, Cauthen pulled 
up the sales figures and was shocked. 
The night before, customers had 
loaded up on chicken breasts and 
ground beef, stocking up as the world 
shut down. Sales were 50 percent 
higher than usual. “I scrambled and 
basically made a bunch of phone calls, 
and I physically ran around to farms 
and to meet people and get more 
product for the weekend,” she said.

It’s been a scramble ever since. 
Cauthen closed the store to shop-
ping for some time, began offering 
curbside pickup, adjusted employees’ 
duties based on their health consid-
erations and navigated a new busi-
ness landscape to ensure she had the 

high-quality beef, pork and poultry 
that her customers expect. 

“For the most part, I’m hopeful,” 
Cauthen said. “Our core clientele has 
been incredibly respectful and incred-
ibly supportive.”

Lynna Martinez (Darden ’94)
Owner, Cuban Kitchen
The pandemic’s impact was imme-
diate for Lynna Martinez (Darden 
’94)  and her restaurant, Cuban 
Kitchen, in San Mateo, California. The 
business relied on corporate catering 
orders, and those dried up as offices 
closed. Sales dropped by half in April.

Martinez began pushing her web-
site, which she had luckily upgraded in 
late 2019 to allow online ordering, and 
secured a federal loan. She also began 
looking for ways to diversify her busi-
ness, such as bottling her sauces and 
juices. “It’s unnerving because I feel 
responsible for the livelihood of nine 
people, including my daughter,” she 
said of her employees.

But it’s not all been stressful. Her 
customers rallied around her, praising 
her on Yelp like never before and rais-
ing $3,000 on GoFundMe. The money 
went to the restaurant’s employees 
and to serve front-line workers.

“I get a little emotional,” she said 
through tears, “because even if I lose 
everything, it was such a great expe-
rience to see that side of humanity 
and support for something that we’re 
doing with great love.”  

Sarah Lindenfeld Hall is a longtime 
journalist and writer based in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.

In medical school or anywhere, 
you’re not quite taught how to 
do a physical exam when you 
can’t touch somebody.” 

—Lauren Carter, family medicine resident

“
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 G O I N G  T H E  D I S TA N C E  
    I N  T H E  R AC E  
     FOR A CURE

AS THE COVID CRISIS          PERSISTS, SO DOES UVA’S RESEARCH EFFORT
  

By  C a rol i ne  Ke t t lewel l
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Dr. Craig Kent, executive vice president 
for health affairs for UVA Health, says that 
UVA’s research community brings two par-
ticular strengths to this fight. The first is 
nationally recognized expertise in infectious 
diseases and epidemiology. And the second is 
a dedication to collaboration that UVA and 
its research community made a priority well 
before the COVID-19 outbreak. 

“I have never seen the level of collabora-
tion I have experienced here at UVA,” Kent 
says. “Everybody is at the table, and every-
body is working together.”

PREVENTION
As early hope of containing COVID-19 out-
breaks faded, focus turned to a vaccine as the 
path to gaining control over the pandemic. 
And although a handful of front-runners 

quickly moved into advanced clinical trials 
in the U.S. and elsewhere, it’s unlikely that 
any will prove a “magic bullet” for rapidly 
combating the virus. UVA researchers have 
several projects in early development.

To address a growing concern about wan-
ing COVID-19 immunity, professor of sur-
gery Dr. Craig Slingluff (Col ’80, Med ’84) 

 G O I N G  T H E  D I S TA N C E  
    I N  T H E  R AC E  
     FOR A CURE

NNearly a year into a global pandemic that has led to more 
than 1 million deaths, infected tens of millions more and 
upended daily life around the world, the scientific com-
munity is attempting to do the seemingly impossible: 
conquer a deadly virus not in years, but in months. In the 
race to achieve such an unprecedented victory, research-
ers across Grounds joined the effort—even as the world 
plunged abruptly into a new reality of shutdowns and 
social distancing—bringing their expertise together to 
understand the virus and prevent and treat infection. 

AS THE COVID CRISIS          PERSISTS, SO DOES UVA’S RESEARCH EFFORT
  

Dr. Craig Kent
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and his team are developing a vaccine 
with a “prime-and-boost” approach, 
likely with two different shots that 
would be administered several weeks 
apart. “Some of the emerging evidence 
suggests that immunity against the coro-
navirus is not as strong or long-lasting 
as we would like,” Slingluff says. “So 
what we anticipate is that there will be 
subsets of people who get the first vac-
cine who don’t get a very good immune 
response and aren’t protected, and that 
others may get an immune response but 
it wears off over time. We hope that this 
approach will create a stronger, more 

durable response.” 
Similarly, a vaccine 

collaboration led by the 
School of Medicine’s Dr. 
Bill Petri and Dr. Peter 
Kasson is pursuing sus-
tained immunity with an 
intranasal vaccine that 
would target the first site 
of infection and include 

an added ingredi-
ent to stimulate a 
stronger immune 
response.

P r o f e s s o r  o f 
p e d i a t r i c s  D r . 
Steven Zeichner’s 
team began their 
v a c c i n e  p r o j -
ect with the end 
in mind, recognizing that a truly suc-
cessful vaccine for a global pandemic 
will have to be rapidly producible using 
existing industrial capacity, affordable 
for the world’s poorest nations and 
easily administered in countries that 
lack advanced health infrastructures. 
Their preliminary research is focus-
ing on developing a vaccine that comes 
from a part of the virus that appears 
stable across the different variants that 
have been sequenced and would pro-
voke an effective immune response 
without precipitating a more intense 
inflammatory reaction. And “because 

the vaccine production technology 
would involve growing E. coli bacteria 
and then inactivating them,” Zeichner 
explains, “the vaccine should be able 
to be produced in large quantities for 
a low price using existing technolo-
gies and factories around the world 
that are used to make other vaccines.” 

DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT
As we continue to live with the virus for 
now, however, one of the most confound-
ing aspects is “the tremendous hetero-
geneity in patients,” Petri points out. 
Some experience no to mild symptoms, 

Dr. Peter Kasson

Dr. Bill Petri

Researchers Vignesh 
Rajasekaran (Col ’19) (left) 
and Hanna Yu are part of a 
team working on a vaccine 
that would use existing tech-
nologies to ease production.
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Dr. Steven Zeichner
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while others develop the life-threaten-
ing or fatal effects. Multiple teams at 
UVA are researching diagnostic tools to 
identify who is most at risk for severe 
illness, as well as therapeutic interven-
tions that could prevent or treat those 
complications. 

Because a runaway immune response 
is believed to play an important role 
in the most severe illness, Dr. Jeffrey 
Sturek, an assistant professor and pul-
monary and critical care physician, and 
Dr. Eli Zunder, an assistant professor 
of biomedical engineering, are leading 
one of several projects looking for spe-
cific “biomarkers” in patient samples 
that might serve as predictors for illness 
severity. 

Dr. Hema Kothari, a research assis-
tant professor in cardiovascular med-
icine, is conducting a study of the 
immune response, using blood samples 
from patients enrolled in the remdesivir 
drug trial at UVA to see whether it’s pos-
sible to determine not only who is at risk 
of severe illness but also which patients 
are most likely to respond to medication.  

Drawing on plasma samples collected 
from COVID -19 patients admitted to 
the UVA Medical Center, researchers in 
Petri’s lab determined that patients who 
developed severe enough symptoms to 
require being put on a ventilator showed 
an immune system response with quali-
ties similar to asthma. Now working in a 
mouse model of COVID-19 developed at 
UVA, researchers have found initial indi-
cations that inhibiting immune system 
proteins associated with that response 
seems to help partially protect the mice 
from the disease. If a therapy could be 
developed to do the same for patients, 

it could potentially help protect people 
“from the most feared complication of 
the disease, which is respiratory failure,” 
Petri says.

To assess patients for that compli-
cation, a project led by cardiologist Dr. 
Randall Moorman, who holds appoint-
ments in the schools of medicine and 
engineering, will use artificial intelli-
gence to analyze massive volumes of 
physiological monitoring data collected 
from COVID-19 patients treated at UVA, 
looking for patterns that could serve as 
a kind of early warning system to signal 
which patients are at risk for deteriorat-
ing. Based on similar “predictive diag-
nostics” tools Moorman has successfully 
developed for neonatal sepsis and adult 
intensive-care patients, the algorithms 
can detect complex patterns in huge  
volumes of data.

Moorman and School of Medicine 
assistant professor Dr. Shrirang Gadrey 
are also working on a project that would 
use small, wearable sensor devices for 
remote monitoring and assessment of 
labored breathing, an important indi-
cator of respiratory distress that is nor-
mally visually assessed at bedside. The 

researchers will look for whether there 
might be a predictive pattern unique 
to those patients who develop the 
most severe disease. But also, by allow-
ing remote assessment, these sensors 
would help protect health care work-
ers from the risks of exposure from  
bedside evaluations. 

Finally, other researchers are try-
ing to determine what might be helping 
most people recover from COVID -19 
without getting seriously ill, and what 
interventions might prevent worsen-
ing illness in those at risk. Two of these 
projects will examine immune system 
T-cells from blood donated by recovered 
patients to try to determine whether it 
would be possible to “arm” T-cells from 
healthy donors to target the virus in 
sick patients, a therapy based on similar 
work already being conducted at UVA for 
treatment against cancer. Dr. Lawrence 
Lum, a specialist in hematology/oncol-
ogy who is helping lead one of the proj-
ects, says his team’s concept “is grounded 
in work we did and patented over 10 
years ago using convalescent immune 
plasma from people who recovered from 
cytomegalovirus. So you never know how 
your work is going to cross-fertilize and 
be leverageable for the next thing.”

TRACKING, MODELING  
AND CONTAINING
A global pandemic is a dynamic crisis, 
and a number of UVA researchers have 
continued to work at understanding, 
modeling, or projecting the pandemic 
and its impacts. Locally, an initiative led 
by Vice President for Research Melur 
(Ram) Ramasubramanian produced 
a saliva screening test to allow rapid 

WITH HOPE OF CONTAINING 
OUTBREAKS FADED, FOCUS 
HAS TURNED TO A VACCINE AS 
A PATH TO GAINING CONTROL 
OVER THE PANDEMIC. 
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Dr. Hema Kothari
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testing of UVA students—part of a mul-
tipronged strategy for monitoring and 
containing the virus in the University 
community. 

More globally, a COVID-19 surveil-
lance dashboard (covid19.biocomplex 
ity.virginia.edu) has been the ongo-
ing work of a large team based at UVA’s 
Biocomplexity Institute, which provides 
tools for users to visualize global surveil-
lance data on the pandemic. The main 
goal of the dashboard is to achieve “sit-
uational awareness,” explains Dr. Bryan 
Lewis, a computational epidemiologist 
and research associate professor in the 
Biocomplexity Institute, who tracks out-
breaks of communicable diseases around 
the globe. “You have to know where the 
disease is, and you need to know the 
dynamics of how it is changing over time 
to offer any kind of educated guess as to 
what the future might be.” 

And what is that future? Lewis and 
Dr. Madhav Marathe, another mem-
ber of the dashboard team and direc-
tor of the Network Systems Science and 
Advanced Computing (NSSAC) Division 
of the Institute, used anonymized, aggre-
gated data from digital devices to track 
how human mobility patterns have cor-
related with the pandemic. Their team’s 
analysis affirmed that the lockdowns 
of early spring effectively reduced the 
virus’s spread. The researchers’ analysis 

found that even a one-week delay would 
have doubled the number of U.S. cases 
seen by the end of July.

However, as people became increas-
ingly active after Memorial Day, mobil-
ity patterns proved less predictive. 
“We think that this is due to important 
changes people have made in how they 
interact and as they follow rules of safe 
interactions,” Marathe explains. 

In other words, individual behaviors 
and local policies—such as mask-wearing 
and adhering to social distancing guide-
lines—are much harder to capture in 
data, and now seem to be playing a more 
significant role in how the virus spreads. 
“Action by one affects others,” Marathe 
says. “It’s important that we collectively 
work together to address the problem 
and control the pandemic.”

In a paper published in April , 
co-authors Dr. Anton Korinek, associ-
ate professor in the Darden School of 
Business and in the economics depart-
ment, and Dr. Zach Bethune, assistant 
professor in the economics depart-
ment, sought to put an actual num-
ber on those actions, analyzing the 
economic cost of lockdown versus the 
benefits of mitigating the spread of 
the pandemic. The economists said 
they were surprised to find that great-
est benefit came not just from flatten-
ing the curve of infections but from 

working to suppress the virus to the 
point at which a “smart containment 
policy” of test, trace and isolate would be 
fully effective, Korinek explains. “That is 
the strategy that not only saves the most 
lives but also hurts the economy the 
least,” he says, “because once you are in 
control of the virus, people can go back 
to a normal life again.” And analyzing the 
cost of a self-interest approach—doing 
what you want regardless of the poten-
tial negative effects on others—versus 
collective commitment to a smart con-
tainment strategy, the researchers deter-
mined that “the difference between the 
two strategies would amount to an extra 
loss of $10 trillion for the U.S. economy,” 
Korinek says.

THE LONG FIGHT
What the final toll of this pandemic 
will be—in lives lost and social and eco-
nomic costs—remains unknown, and 
overcoming it will demand a sustained 
and multifaceted effort. At the same 
time, by marshaling the exponential 
strength of their collective expertise, 
UVA researchers are contributing both 
to the fight against a devastating out-
break and to a large and rapidly expand-
ing global reserve of knowledge, one that 
not only will help curb this pandemic 
but also may help arm the world against  
future threats.

“When you see something that threat-
ens humanity,” researcher Zeichner 
says, “and you think you might have 
some insights or techniques that could 
potentially address that, you are almost 
beholden to take a deep breath and jump 
in and see if you can help out.” 

Caroline Kettlewell is a science writer 
and editor based in Richmond, Virginia.

Melur (Ram) Ramasubramanian
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Dr. Madhav Marathe

“ACTION BY ONE AFFECTS 
OTHERS,” MARATHE SAYS. 
“IT’S IMPORTANT THAT 
WE COLLECTIVELY WORK 
TOGETHER TO ADDRESS 
THE PROBLEM AND 
CONTROL THE PANDEMIC.”
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President’s Letter

D ue to the realities of publishing 
schedules, I often write these 
letters wondering what the 

world will look like when you read them. 
That is especially true this time.

It is now the beginning of October, 
about a month into perhaps the most 
unusual semester UVA has ever seen. 
Conditions on Grounds are holding 
steady, at least for the time being, and stu-
dents, faculty and staff are doing heroic 
work under exceedingly 
difficult circumstances. 
My hope is that by the 
time you read this, we 
will have successfully and 
safely completed the first 
semester. But if there is 
one thing this experience has taught us, 
it’s the need to be humble about what lies 
ahead, and the need to adapt—quickly—
to meet new challenges.

Despite the challenges we have faced, 
a silver lining is that we have learned a 
great deal during this pandemic, and 
these are lessons that I believe will out-
last this crisis and make us stronger as a 
university.   

First, we’ve learned the importance 
of staying one step ahead when faced 
with challenges. In this case, it means 
staying one step ahead of the virus. Part 
of this has involved testing more peo-
ple—from symptomatic students and 
close contacts, to random groups of 
asymptomatic students, to faculty and 
staff, to members of the Charlottesville 
community, to large numbers of stu-
dents screened through wastewater and 

saliva testing. The increased testing, we 
realized, is crucial to detect and hope-
fully stop an outbreak before it happens.

We’ve been reminded, vividly, of 
just how much expertise exists at the 
University, and how this expertise can be 
used to benefit not just our community 
but those beyond it. In what remains 
one of the most remarkable exam-
ples of “great and good” that I’ve seen 
during my time as president, back in 
March a team of faculty, lab profession-
als and staff created the first local test in 
Virginia for COVID-19. Since then, we’ve 
continued to rely on the truly remark-
able members of this community—from 
the researchers who have spearheaded 
saliva testing on Grounds, to the IT pro-

fessionals who have helped faculty and 
students troubleshoot online courses, 
to the facilities management teams that 
have helped make classrooms and offices 
safe, to the alumni and friends who have 
offered advice and support.

We’ve learned that we can adapt 
when necessary. I remain incredibly 
impressed by the faculty and staff who 
managed to move more than 4,000 
classes online in a matter of days, and 
who stood up a process to help students 
with travel and technical assistance. I 
was equally impressed with, and grateful 
for, the flexibility of our students both 
last spring and this fall. More recently, 
we realized after watching other schools 
that we needed to find more quarantine 
and isolation space for students who 
tested positive or were close to someone 
who had. I’m thankful both to the staff 

who worked quickly to identify more 
space and to the group of students who 
adapted to new living situations with 
patience and understanding.

We’ve learned the importance—and 
challenges—of communicating early, 
often, and transparently. With so much 
information to share, and so much of it 
changing all the time, we’ve been forced 
to think carefully about how to com-
municate more effectively. Some of 
this, perhaps unavoidably, has come in 
the form of long emails. But we’ve also 
experimented with videos, marketing 
campaigns, regular newsletters, a weekly 
show and even sending CavMan to the 
Corner with signs encouraging masking 
and social distancing.

We  h a v e  a l s o  g a i n e d 
deeper appreciation of the 
importance of being patient 
and assuming good intent, 
of being generous with each 
other, of recognizing we are 
part of a single community, 

of doing our part for the greater good 
and of being a good neighbor to the 
broader Charlottesville community. But 
the most important lesson has been the 
enduring value of learning itself—which 
is fitting, given our role as a university.

As I mentioned earlier, I hope that 
when this edition of Virginia Magazine 
reaches you, we will have finished a  
successful semester. But no matter  
what happens, I can say with confidence 
that  we will continue to learn, and to 
apply those lessons as best we can—
not just during this crisis but beyond it. 
Thank you for being with us every step 
of the way.

JAMES E. RYAN (LAW ’92)
President of the University of Virginia

COVID’S  
TEST OF 
STRENGTH

These are lessons that I believe 
will outlast this crisis and make 
us stronger as a university.   
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(Nurs ’66) 
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George H. Fletcher III (Col ’75)
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Paul M. Williams (Col ’75, Grad ’86)
Janice L. Hirschfeld (Nurs ’76)
Patricia Robinson Silver (Col ’76)
Larry B. Childs (Law ’77)
John H. Murray (Law ’77)
Margaret A. Nuckols-Currence 

(Educ ’77)
Barbara Baganz Simpson (Educ ’77)
Beverly Cleveland (Col ’78,  

Med ’82)
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Nancy J. Morrison (Educ ’78)
Samuel J. Pfabe (Com ’78)
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Deborah R. VerBeek (Nurs ’79)
Lynda S. White (Grad ’79)
Thomas J. Pierce (Educ ’80)
Michael R. Sicotte (Grad ’80)
Ray Edward Richardson  

(Engr ’81, ’82)
Tammy S. Ruble (Col ’81)
Mark E. Stone (Col ’81)
David Lee Dallas Jr. (Com ’82,  

Law ’87)
Susan W. Dallas (Col ’82)
Holly Suzanne Hedstrom (Col ’82)
Richard D. Lawrence Jr. (Engr ’82)
Jeffrey M. Alpher (Col ’83)
Deborah Jean Hodge (Engr ’83)
Brenda Cheryl Karickhoff (Col ’83, 
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Amelia G. McCulley (Arch ’83)
Shawn B. Molesphini (Col ’83)
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Suzan Koleta Thompson (Col ’83, 
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Fredrick H. Hodges Jr. (Col ’87)
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Michael Martin Shelton (Law ’88)
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Mary Elizabeth Kennedy (Col ’89)
Richard L. Walker (Col ’89)
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Res/Fel ’95)
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Sonia Mihelic (Engr ’90)
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Chris A. Marston (Col ’92)
Eugene K. Soh (Col ’92)
Edward B. Woodward (Col ’92,  

Med ’96)
Austin Bozarth (Engr ’93)
Julie Phillips Drechsler (Col ’93)
Lisa Michelle Hartman (Col ’93)
Shazia Razzak Sarker (Com ’93)
Thomas Alan Snyder (Col ’93)
Catherine L. Thornberry (Law ’93)
Michael W. Weis (Col ’93)
Benjamin S. Brooke (Col ’94) 
Mary Margaret Clemens (Col ’94)
Michael Escobar (Com ’94)
Yvette A. Lee (Col ’94)
Philip Gerald Oefelein (Com ’94, 

Com ’10)
Wendy Little Pearson (Col ’94, 

Educ ’94)
Shannon Bell Pettit (Com ’94)
Heather Lynn Stalfort (Col ’94)
Tamara Lynne Wiesmann (Col ’94)
Christine Catherine Bachas (Col ’95)
Courtney Brown (Grad ’95, Educ ’97)
Amy Lynn Decker (Col ’95)
Byron Craig Jude (Com ’95)
Thomas Ji Han Kim (Col ’95)
Omar Noorzai (Engr ’95)

Susan Marie Reilly (Nurs ’95)
Adam Joseph Rosenberg (Law ’95)
John Christian Siewers III (Col ’95)
Paul J. Yeh (Col ’95)
Justin B. Bolfek (Col ’96, Educ ’96)
Michael Lee Fenner (Arch ’96)
Shimon A. Hye (Col ’96)
James Thomas Mason III (Col ’96)
Alison E. Reed (Col ’96, Educ ’96)
Eric A. Rothwell (Col ’96, Com ’12)
Regan Sari Safier (Law ’96)
Melissa C. Spata (Col ’96)
Kelly Titus Trout (Arch ’96, Arch ’01)
Beth Tulloss-Webb (Col ’96)
Gaurav Agarwal (Grad ’97)
Edwin I. Berkowitz (Darden ’97)
Caron C. Blizzard (Col ’97)
Shanita R. Brackett (Engr ’97,  

Com ’08)
Kia Liggins Braxton (Col ’97)
Kathrine Calderazzi (Law ’97)
Jonlyn Coles Carr (Col ’97)
Elizabeth E. Cowart (Col ’97, Med ’01)
Beatrice M. Evangelista (Col ’97)
Laura Alexandra Fuentes (Engr ’97)
Ronald S. Haligman (Law ’97)
Sarah Kincaid Lesko (Col ’97)
Ramnath Narayanan (Law ’97)
Landon L. Nowlin (Col ’97)
Melanie L. Williams (Col ’97)
Nancy B. Winn (Educ ’97)
Gretchen M. Winterstein (Com ’97)
David M. Barredo (Col ’98)
Nissane S. Farah (Arch ’98)
Debora B. Freitas Lopez (Col ’98, 

Grad ’00)
Brian M. Gomolka (Engr ’98)
Cheryl A. Harris (Educ ’98)
Sung Kang (Col ’98)
Aimee King Mackall (Col ’98)
Richard B. McAdams (Col ’98)
Brock Jeffery Pierson (Col ’98)
Camiel G. Sims (Col ’98)
Craig K. Agule (Col ’99, Law ’02)
Nadia S. Anderson (Com ’99, ’00)
A. Cristina Chiappe (Col ’99,  

Educ ’07)
Lisa Walker Delgado (Col ’99)
Michael Diz (Col ’99, Law ’04)
Naresh Kumra (Darden ’99)
Tony Lee (Com ’99)
Angela Rock Nicholas (Col ’99)
Devon R. Paige (Col ’99)
Eung Seok Park (Engr ’99)
Benjamin A. Ramsey (Col ’99)
William G. Wardle (Darden ’99)

Anne Meriwether Zehner (Col ’99)
Christopher Hamby (Com ’00)
Kevin R. Hirst (Engr ’00, ’02)
Ray V. Kukreja (Darden ’00)
Chiranth Nataraj (Com ’00)
Matthew L. Ocean (Col ’00)
Matthew R. Wilson (Law ’00)
Thomas Aaron Bradbury (Med ’01)
Michael R. Callahan (Arch ’01)
Juan M. Castaneda (Col ’01)
Heather E. Goodman (Col ’01,  

Educ ’01)
Thomas J. Hersch (Law ’01)
Brian A. Keeney (Col ’01)
Jarrod C. Markley (Col ’01)
Kyle M. McNiff (Engr ’01)
Emily W. Murphy (Law ’01)
Katrina N. Robinson (Col ’01,  

Law ’05)
David H. Vance (Law ’01)
Gregory J. Buonaccorsi (Darden ’02)
Alex C. Chang (Col ’02)
David H. Clemens (Col ’02, Law ’06)
Ty J. Cox (Col ’02)
Carrie L. Hauptman (SCPS ’02)
Jess A. Johnson Jr. (Engr ’02)
M. Eileen Jones (Col ’02)
Colleen Moore McNiff (Col ’02)
Matthew C. Shaver (Col ’02)
David F. Woynerowski (Darden ’02)
Elizabeth McGovern Brann (Educ ’03)
David A. Cowden (Engr ’03)
James L. Hicks (Col ’03, Darden ’11)
David R. Mikesell (Engr ’03)
Jennifer S. Montana (Col ’03)
Veronica N. Penn (Engr ’03)
Kofi B. Vandyck (Engr ’03, Med ’07)
Jason M. Ballard (Engr ’04)
Erika C. Chiang (Col ’04)
Brian S. Light (Engr ’04)
Christopher F. Richardson (Law ’04)
Brandi J. Robertson (Educ ’04)
Melissa Somadelis Simmons  

(Com ’04)
Matthew W. Whittle (Col ’04)
Jennifer Christine Zamora-Nguyen 

(Col ’04)
Howard R. Andres (Engr ’05)
Devon M. Blake (Educ ’05)
Anna D. Duong (Com ’05)
Courtney D. Edwards (Educ ’05)
Elizabeth Inez Jefferson (Col ’05)
Ms. Tika M. Trotter (Col ’05)
Ginger L. Bristow (Col ’06)
Marco A. Delucca (Darden ’06)
Alicia M. Evangelista (Engr ’06)

Christine M. O’Connor (Grad ’06)
Kimberly S. Riddle (Col ’06)
Geoffrey Y. Wu (Col ’06)
Michael E. Coleman (Engr ’07)
Matthew N. Crane (Col ’07)
Christie A. Pugnetti (Com ’07,  

Com ’08)
Helen Wang (Com ’07, Com ’08)
Bryan P. Wheeler (Col ’07)
Leigh Sessler Wilson (Col ’07)
M. Tyler Boles (Com ’08)
Sarah Goss Hansen (Col ’08)
Ray R. Hernandez (Darden ’08)
Brittany J. Hodge (Col ’08)
Jenna May Kim (Col ’08)
Brooke Martin Lambert  

(Educ ’08, ’10)
David M. McFarland (Com ’08)
William C. Merica (Col ’08)
Margaret S. Midboe (Col ’08)
John R. Miller (Col ’08, Com ’10)
Christopher L. Ring (Com ’08)
Joseph Z. Zazula III (Com ’08)
Anthony A. Arsali (Law ’09)
Megan M. Crimmins (Col ’09)
William H. Haverland III (Com ’09)
Alexander M. Hincker (Col ’09)
Eric K. Mo (Arch ’09)
Thomas Arthur Parnham Jr.  

(Law ’09)
Sarah R. Pinsky (Col ’09, Batten ’10)
Richard A. Schoepke (Com ’09, 

Com ’10)
Desi A. Vasquez (Res/Fel ’09)
Lindsey A. Wetherby (Col ’09)
Danielle Needles Whaley (Col ’09)
Chelsea L. Williamson (Col ’09)
Steven B. Hudson (Col ’10)
William H. Nobles (Col ’10)
Trina N. Ntamere (Darden ’10)
Victor M. Ponce III (Engr ’10)
Katherine E. Ryland (Col ’10)
Kathryn L. Smith (Engr ’10)
Christopher K. Story (Engr ’10)
Elizabeth M. Story (Col ’10, Educ ’12)
Alison N. Szalwinski (Col ’10)
Blake T. Thomas (Engr ’10)
Elissa M. Bradbury (Com ’11)
Erin M. Garratt (Col ’11)
James C. Holzheuer (Darden ’11)
Samuel F. Luebbert (Col ’11, Med ’15)
Ekaterina V. Moukhina (Com ’11)
Aditi Srivastav (Col ’11)
Frank P. Barrows (Col ’12)
Deborah L. Gleason (Grad ’12)
Elizabeth C. Nagel (Engr ’12)

The Alumni Association is thrilled to welcome the following Contributing Members to our community! 

New Contributing Members

 To become a Contributing Member,  call 434-243-9000, visit alumni.virginia.edu, 
or write to Alumni Hall, P.O. Box 400314, Charlottesville, VA 22904.
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Building 
COMMUNITY

The UVA Alumni Association is all about community, 
and Membership is a celebration of that community. 
Contributing Members are some of our most passionate 
alumni who have made a one-time financial commitment 
to support the Alumni Association. We’d love to count you 
among those members. Be part of a community of people 
who share a passion for the place you once called home. 

YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP 
MATTERS

Become a  
Contributing  
Member!
alumni.virginia.edu/membership

Mattie R. Shamel (Com ’12)
Rebecca A. Sudduth (Nurs ’12)
Peter L. Vanderloo (Darden ’12)
Caleigh M. Azumaya (Col ’13)
Katherine A. Couper (Educ ’13)
Charles D. Gibson (Engr ’13, Com ’18)
Melinda D. Grondin (Col ’13, Educ ’13)
Gary W. Ramsey (Com ’13)
Helena Rothenbach (SCPS ’13)
Steven J. Thomasen (Nurs ’13)
Patrick F. Clancey (Com ’14, Darden ’20)
Lloyd M. Cone III (Darden ’14)
Javier S. Fonseca (Com ’14)
Sandra L. Hobson (Med ’14)
Katherine M. McCormick (Col ’14)
Mollie J. McGee (Col ’14)
Melanie Bariso Agustin (SCPS ’15)
Keshav Gupta (Com ’15)
Diego A. Legal Canisa (Grad ’15, Grad ’20)
Glenn P. Murphy (Engr ’15)
Colin J. Puckett (Col ’15)
Amy N. Bartenfelder (Col ’16)
Robert J. Cottrell (Educ ’16)
Elizabeth C. Dickinson (Col ’16)
Tomas L. Ducaud (Darden ’16)
Jude S. Halawi (Law ’16)
Caitlyn Ashley Overbay (Educ ’16)
James H. Rathjen (Col ’16)
Michael G. Roitman (Law ’16)
Jesse Emmanual Bauer (SCPS ’17)
Timothy Brooks (Com ’17)
Malcolm O. Dunlop (Col ’17)
Meghan Elise Madler (Educ ’17)
J. Cameron White (Com ’17)
James A. Campbell (Engr ’18)
Hannah R. Corbin (Col ’18)
Daria B. Corey (Col ’18)
Juliana L. McCormick (Batten ’18)
William M. Rainey (Engr ’18)
Sarah Sewell Sinsabaugh (SCPS ’18)
Christine M. Fadi (Col ’19)
Tyler P. Nixdorf (Com ’19)
Kristopher Rawls (Engr ’19)
Angelinia Reed (Com ’19)
Amanda L. Richardson (Darden ’19)
Nicholas A. Sojka (Com ’19)
Amelia F. Wald (Col ’19)
Marc L. Warren (Law ’19)
Tanner M. Asmussen (Col ’20)
Laura L. Austin (Educ ’20)
Patrick S. Baratta (Col ’20)
Alexa C. Barrales (Col ’20)
Jordan A. Boyd (Com ’20)
Madeline A. Briggs (Col ’20)
Saahithi Budharaju (Col ’20)
Kasey C. Bueno (Educ ’20)
Harry W. Burke III (Engr ’20)
Asher B. Caplan (Col ’20, Grad ’25)
Fernando Chiaverini Albano Pereira  

(Darden ’20)
Colin H. Craig (Col ’20)

Hannah E. Cregg (Col ’20)
Eason H. Duggan (Engr ’20)
Elyse A. Gogoll (Col ’20)
Christopher S. Hall (Col ’20)
David J. Haycock (Darden ’20)
Brigitte W. Hogan (Data Science ’20)
Dove-Anna Johnson (Col ’20)
John Kinney (Educ ’20)
Sierra N. Krug (Col ’20)
Megan E. Leimkuhler (Col ’20, Med ’25)
Jonathan B. Lewis (Arch ’20)
Jordan B. Mason (Col ’20)
Sabrina Moore (Col ’20)
Connor A. Moses (Com ’20)
Joseph M. Nelson (Engr ’20)
Richard A. Packer (Darden ’20)
Sean Penaranda (Col ’20)
Mattias E. Pinto (Com ’20)
Rishi Pochiraju (Com ’20)
Alexander P. Pradhan (Col ’20, Com ’21)
Molly Prockop (Col ’20)
Kevin A. Rinald (Educ ’20)
Ainsley M. Smith (Educ ’20)
Travis K. Stephens (Col ’20, Com ’21)
Noah M. Toney (Col ’20)
Peter Worcester (Engr ’20)
Andre A. Wowk (Col ’20)
Tiger Wu (Engr ’20)
Meredith E. Brooker (Educ ’21)
Whitney F. Burke (Com ’21)
Jodie A. Byrne (Col ’21)
Elijah L. Cummings-Green (Col ’21)
Bryce A. Foster (Col ’21)
Richard C. Gallagher Jr. (Col ’21)
Schuyler H. Guare (Col ’21)
Vineet S. Kalpathi (Engr ’21)
Kayla M. Kieffer (Col ’21)
Matthew S. Kovalenko (Col ’21)
Meredith V. Mackay (Col ’21)
Nathaniel M. Masters (Engr ’21)
Gwyneth E. Morris (Col ’21)
Hunter L. Newland (Engr ’21)
Alexander J. O’Connor (Col ’21)
Madison J. Old (Col ’21)
Kemba E. Seals (Educ ’21)
Marc W. Warren (Col ’21)
Anna L. Wilkerson (Col ’21)
Anna M. Yee (Col ’21)
Cecilia G. Hail (Col ’22)
Ryan S. Hall (Col ’22)
Steven W. Holdener (Col ’22)
Olivia Jackson (Col ’22)
Paulina M. Keim (Col ’22)
Ryan Christopher Latham (Engr ’22)
Charles J. Osborne IV (Engr ’22)
Erin T. Siedlecki (Col ’22)
Jamison R. Stevens (Engr ’22)
Gabriel Philip Lu (Engr ’24)

ASSOCIATE MEMBER
Isabelle P. Carr
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  Indicates a corresponding photograph or video  
  online at uvamagazine.org/classnotes.
CM Indicates Contributing Member of the Alumni AssociationClass Notes

’50s
Tom Pettigrew (Col ’52) published his 
fifth book, Contextual Social Psychology: 
Reanalyzing Prejudice, Voting and 
Intergroup Contact. The book reviews 
Pettigrew’s life’s work in social psychology 
and analyzes the 2016 vote for Donald 
Trump. Pettigrew is 89 years old and 
has been retired from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz, for 26 years.

Virgil Atwell Motley Jr. (Med ’55 CM) 
married Jeanne Austin Preston on Aug. 8, 
2020, at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in 
Abingdon, Virginia.

 

’60s
Kenneth Monroe Jr. (Col ’60 CM) writes: 
“Just living the good life while splitting my 
time between Virginia and Florida. Have 
two sons and two grandchildren living 
in Midlothian. Occasionally get to a UVA 
football game.”  

Andrew R. Black (Col ’66) has pub-
lished his second book from LSU Press, 
Buried Dreams: The Hoosac Tunnel & The 
Demise of the Railroad Age. The book 
chronicles the tale of the Hoosac Tunnel, 
bored through the Berkshire Mountains in 

Western Massachusetts between 1851 and 
1875. The tunnel was more expensive and 
cost more lives than the Brooklyn Bridge 
but has faded from popular memory.

John D. Pavlovsky (Engr ’69 CM) was 
recognized by the American Volkssport 
Association for completing 10km walking 
events in each of 50 state capitals and  
Washington, D.C.

 

’70s
Duncan Clarke (Grad ’70) published a 
novel, A Little Rebellion Is a Good Thing: 
Troubles at Traymore College. It is a 
fictionalized account of his year (1969-
1970) as an associate professor of political 
science at Radford College, then a public 
women’s college. Among other things, that 
time saw successful lawsuits against the 
college and its president that eventually 
led to the removal of the longest-serving 
college president in the Old Dominion, 
coeducation and the founding of Radford 
University, and restoration of long-denied 
academic freedoms and civil liberties for 
faculty and students.

Lee Fanning (Med ’70) recently published 
Rescues from the Sky under the pseud-
onym Lee F. Walters. The book tells the 
harrowing real-life stories from his time 

with the U.S. Coast Guard as a newly 
trained flight surgeon. 

John M. Millar (Darden ’72 L/M), a 
Vietnam veteran, published his first novel 
in September 2020. Spanning 200 years 
of American military history, The Wars 
Among the Paines is an epic historical 
fiction that tells the complex story of 
a family defined by war, accounting in 
vivid detail its toll in blood, treasure and 
emotional turmoil. Nearly 50 years in the 
making, The Wars Among the Paines illus-
trates how the consequences of America’s 
foreign wars escape the boundaries of the 
front lines, and ripple through generations 
of families, friends, politics and the lives of 
“we the people.” 

Thomas Leahy (Engr ’75, ’77 CM) retired 
in August 2020 from the city of Virginia 
Beach. After several years in desalina-
tion research and development, Leahy 
joined the city in 1980 as water resources 
manager and led on a project to pump 60 
million gallons per day of water from Lake 
Gaston to southeast Virginia. The project 
eliminated chronic water shortages that 
plagued the region for decades. Appointed 
director of public utilities in 2003, and 
deputy city manager for infrastructure in 
2016, Leahy oversaw the city’s strategy 
development and efforts to address flood-
ing and sea level rise. Scheduled to retire, 
he was appointed interim city manager in 
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August 2019. In his last year of service, he 
dealt with the response to the mass shoot-
ing, abrupt departure of the city manager, 
COVID-19 pandemic, civil unrest fallout 
from Minneapolis and two hurricanes. He 
lives with his wife, Pam, in the Nimmo-
Sandbridge area of Virginia Beach. 

John Attanasio’s (Col ’76 CM) book, 
Politics and Capital: Auctioning the 
American Dream was the subject of an 
article published on Forbes.com on April 
29, 2020. The article by Lawrence Carrel, 
Rising Income Inequality Is Direct Result 
of Campaign Finance Cases, concerned 
the relationship between the campaign- 
finance cases, the enormous rise in U.S. 
income inequality and the coronavirus 
crisis. Oxford University Press also inter-
viewed Attanasio about the themes of the 
book in a 25-minute SoundCloud podcast 
that has more than 3,100 listens.

Michael Coulter (Col ’76 CM) is retiring 
from a career in software engineering after 
more than 27 years at Hewlett-Packard and 
more than 14 years at Oracle. He remains 
in San Carlos, California, and is consider-
ing the possibility of teaching computer 
science at the local community college. 

David Stanford Burr (Col ’77, Grad ’81 
CM) recently published Ledger Domain, 
his debut full-length collection of poems, 
an autobiography with a license in leger-
demain. Burr is the author of The Poet’s 
Notebook: Inspiration, Techniques, and 
Advice on Craft as well as editor of seven 
hardcover, poetry-themed anthologies. 
He is a managing editor at St. Martin’s/
Macmillan, where he is in his 35th year. 
For 24 years, he taught courses in book 
publishing as well as poetry writing work-
shops at New York University’s School of 
Professional Studies, Center for Applied 
Liberal Arts, as an adjunct associate pro-
fessor. He is compiling a second collection 
of poems, and a third book focuses on the 
British infantry mired in the trenches on 

In Memoriam
Mr. Waverley Lee Berkley III (Col ’52, Law ’55) 
N. Thomas Connally, Jr., MD (Col ’58, Med ’62)    
Mr. Nick G. Costas (Col ’83)         
Mr. Charles W. Gamble (Col ’54, Law ’60)       
Mr. George D. Hilbert (Col ’70)          
James D. Mason, Jr., MD (Col ’48, Med ’51) 
Mr. David Maybank, Jr. (Col ’54)         
Mr. Randolph W. McElroy (Col ’57)          
Mr. Edwin B. Meade, Jr. (Col ’49)          
Mr. George V. Moncure, Jr. (Col ’58)          

Mr. H. Taylor Morrissette, Jr. (Col ’79)          
Mr. David M. Northen (Col ’54)          
Mr. I. Mayo Read, Jr. (Com ’57)          
Mr. Robert Smithwick, Jr. (Col ’55)          
Col. Cecil E. Underwood, (R) (Com ’57)          
Mr. Keith H. Wood (Col ’57)          
Mr. Raymond D. York (Col ’59)         
Mr. James M. Young (Col ’53, Law ’57) 
      

Outstanding house in highly desirable

Farmington, overlooking pond & 2nd/3rd hole

on Farmington Country Club's East Golf

Course. Conveniently located 7 min to UVA, 10

min to Downtown, & close to shopping/dining.

This charming traditional home with slate roof

has been lovingly updated & maintained.

Home offers sweeping views of golf course.

$ 1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0

FARMINGTON ~ CHARLOTTESVILLE

NORTH FARMINGTON HTS

5 Bedrooms

3.5 Bathrooms

Systems Updated

Renovated Bathrooms

Move In Ready

4,387 Square Feet

1.66 Acre lot

2 6 4 0  N O R T H  F A R M I N G T O N  H T S  C H A R L O T T E S V I L L E  ,  V A  2 2 9 0 1

(434) 242. 9600 

byrd@byrdabbott.com

Byrd Abbott

Realtor®
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the Western Front during the Great War. 
Burr and his wife, Joan, live in Maplewood, 
New Jersey, with their daughter, Lauren, a 
newly degreed engineer. 

Jeffrey Clark (Col ’77 CM) has retired 
from practicing dentistry. He will divide 
his time between homes in Roanoke and 
Topping, Virginia.

Jeannette Lichner (Com ’79, Grad ’80 
CM) joined the board of the UK Financial 
Conduct Authority, which regulates the 
financial services industry, as a nonexec-
utive director. This role is in addition to 
her nonexecutive director roles at Miller 
Insurance Services, the Local Trust which 
supports 150 of the most left behind UK 
communities; the International Women’s 
Forum UK; and Elucidate GmBH, a startup 
regulatory technology company. She is 
also an executive coach and has published 
numerous articles on leadership, gover-
nance and personal finance. Lichner is a 
member of the McIntire Global Advisory 

Board. She and her husband live in 
London, where she has lived since 1984.

 

’80s
Nancy Grace Parr (Col ’80 CM) was 
elected president of the National 
District Attorneys Association. The 
first Virginian to serve as president of 
the association, she has served as the 
commonwealth attorney for the city of 
Chesapeake, Virginia, since 2005. In 
January 2020, she was appointed by U.S. 
Attorney General William Barr to serve 
as a commissioner on the President’s 
Commission on Law Enforcement and the 
Administration of Justice.

Bill Venema (Law ’81 CM) recently pub-
lished his second novel, Dawn in Dallas. 
Set in the late 1980s, the book follows the 
journey of Robert E. Clark as he leaves the 
Army JAG Corps and embarks on a career 

in private law practice. The challenges of 
his new career and his responsibilities as 
a father pull him in opposite directions, 
and he doesn’t always make the right 
decision. Dawn in Dallas reveals some of 
the darker secrets of life inside a large law 
firm and the serious deficiencies of the 
court system. Venema is of counsel in the 
Austin office of Jackson Walker. He and 
his wife live in Georgetown, Texas. 

Mark Andrew Bradley (Law ’83) pub-
lished his second book, Blood Runs Coal: 
The Yablonski Murders and the Battle 
for the United Mine Workers of America. 
Publishers Weekly calls it “a page-turning 
study of the 1969 triple murder of union 
leader Joseph Yablonski and his wife and 
daughter, and the crime’s impact on the 
United Mine Workers of America and 
organized labor in general.”

Lisa Waddell (Col ’84 CM) was named 
chief medical officer for the CDC Foun-
dation. As CMO, Waddell will manage 

Class Notes

CAMRYN KIM  
(COL ’24) 

BEN LIFE  
(COL ’24) 

The UVA Alumni Association is pleased to introduce its 

2020 LEGACY SCHOLARS

Invest in UVA’s future alumni by supporting the  
Legacy Scholarship Program. For more information visit,

LEGACYSCHOLARSHIP.COM o f
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COVID-19 response efforts, including 
directing the foundation’s team of senior 
advisers and the COVID-19 Corps surge 
staff hired as part of the response. Waddell 
joins the CDC Foundation from the March 
of Dimes, where she served as deputy chief 
medical and health officer and the senior 
vice president for Maternal and Child Health 
Impact nationwide. Waddell received her 
medical degree from the Medical College of 
Virginia, where she also completed her res-
idency. She received her master’s in public 
health from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill. 

Judith Baroody (Grad ’85 CM) pub-
lished Casablanca Blue: Tales of Revenge, 
Romance and Riches on Amazon. The 10 
short stories are set in locations around 
the world, including the University of 
Virginia, the Farmington Country Club, 
Paris, Casablanca and Hollywood. Baroody 
previously published a textbook, Media 
Access and the Military, now in its fifth 
edition, and contributed a chapter to Quills 
to Tweets: How America Communicates 
about War and Revolution. She retired from 
the Foreign Service after 33 years and lives 
in Northern Virginia with her husband, 
Richard Krueger. 

Nelson D. Neal (Educ ’85) published a 
biography about Hemsley Winfield, the 
first African American modern dancer. 
Winfield was a contemporary of the 
pioneers of modern dance; he founded, 
directed, choreographed and danced with 
his company The New Negro Art Theatre 
Dance Group from 1931 through 1933. 
Neal is the authority on Winfield, and this 
book is the culmination of his 28 years 
of research. His previous publication, in 
2018, was an annotated bibliography about 
Winfield, with 511 annotated sources. 

Victor Deupi (Arch ’86 CM), published 
a new book, Emilio Sanchez in New York 
and Latin America. The book focuses on 
the life and artistic activities of Emilio 
Sanchez (1921–1999) in New York, and 
Latin America in the 1940s and 1950s. The 
book examines Sanchez within the wider 
context of mid-century Cuban artists, and 
cross-cultural exchange between New York, 
Cuba and the Caribbean. 

Michael Hancock, JD, CFP® 
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Angela Cleveland (Col ’87 CM) and her 
family have moved back to the USA from 
Europe and are now based in Houston, 
where Angela works in mergers and acqui-
sitions/new business development for 
Shell Exploration and Production, covering 
upstream, integrated gas and new energies.

 

’90s
Paul E. Stroble (Grad ’91) published a 
poetry chapbook, “Backyard Darwin,” and 
a full-length poetry book, Walking Lorton 
Bluff. He is adjunct faculty at Webster 
University and Eden Theological Seminary 
in St. Louis. 

Shannon Baxter (Col ’92 CM) joined 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton as a 
partner. She will be a member of the 
Atlanta firm’s corporate department 
and its expanding leveraged finance and 
private equity teams. She was previously 

with Dentons U.S. Baxter has nearly 25 
years of experience representing creditors 
and borrowers in financing transactions. 

Peter Wacht (Col ’92 CM) published The 
Lost Kestrel Found, the sixth book in his 
fantasy series The Sylvan Chronicles. It 
reached #1 on three Amazon Best Seller 
lists within the first 24 hours of its launch. 
Wacht put pen to paper soon after gradu-
ating from UVA and around the same time 
his son was born—more than 22 years ago. 
The series appeals to fantasy audiences 
of all ages with a combination of magic, 
adventure, and sword and sorcery. 

Bryan Braswell (Col ’93 CM) completed a 
successful tour as commanding officer of 
Naval Computer and Telecommunications 
Station, Pacific, in August. He and his 
wife, Tracy, live in Memphis, Tennessee, 
where he is assigned to the Navy Person-
nel Command as the division director of 
Information Warfare Community Assign-
ments. Their sons, Brandon and Alex, are 

college students in the Carolinas. 

Erik Buice (Engr ’94 CM) was named 
Northrop Grumman sector vice president 
in July 2020. As the general manager for 
the Information Solutions and Services 
division, he leads 8,000-plus total 
staff and more than $2 billion in annual 
revenue. Buice is responsible for profit 
and loss, scope, cost, schedule, resources 
and technical performance for 600+ 
complex IT, engineering and technical 
services programs. He lives in Fairfax, 
Virginia, with his wife, Laura Dent Buice 
(Col ’96 CM), and two daughters, includ-
ing a rising second-year. 

Laura Paskus (Col ’96) published her 
new book, At the Precipice: New Mexico’s 
Changing Climate. A longtime journal-
ist, Paskus works for New Mexico PBS, 
hosting and producing a monthly program, 
“Our Land: New Mexico’s Environmental 
Past, Present and Future,” and working 
on a yearlong investigation into the U.S. 
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military’s contamination of groundwater 
in the state. 

Benjamin Lee (Grad ’97, ’03) published 
Poetics of Emergence: Affect and History 
in Postwar Experimental Poetry. 

Bruce H. Russell II (Col ’97 CM) was 
named a Leader in Law for 2020 by 
Virginia Lawyers Weekly magazine. He is 
the current (and eight-term) president 
of the Russell County Bar Association, as 
well as the Washington County Defense 
Bar. Russell practices throughout south-
west Virginia out of his firm’s offices in 
Abingdon, Lebanon and Tazewell. He 
and his wife, Shannon, an elementary 
school special education teacher, live in 
Abingdon with their two sons, Clark, age 
12, and Eamon, age 8. 

Ben Tisdell (Com ’97 CM) and Alexis 
Siggers (Col ’99 CM) relocated to the 
Washington, D.C., area with their three 
children after seven years living in Asia. 
Ben oversees international loan work-
outs and other special situations for the 
International Finance Corporation, the 
private-sector arm of the World Bank 
Group. Alexis is a high school special 
education teacher.

George Hodges-Fulton (Col ’98 CM) 
became a professional EOS Implementer 
in 2019, and he owns 123Traction. In this 
role, Hodges-Fulton works with leadership 

teams of companies in a variety of indus-
tries to implement the Entrepreneurial 
Operating System, also known as 
Traction. Hodges-Fulton is a former 
principal of BOWA in McLean, Virginia, 
and former COO of Kane Landscapes in 
Sterling, Virginia. 

Casey English Bartok (Com ’99 CM), 
audit partner with KPMG, was selected 
as office managing partner for the  
firm’s Birmingham, Alabama, office. In 
her new role, Bartok will be responsible 
for the strategic direction and growth 
of the Birmingham office, as well as 
ensuring KPMG Birmingham remains a 
great place to work and build a career. 

Charles Pesant (Col ’99) joined global 
law firm Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton 
& Garrison as a partner in the corporate 
department and the securitization 
practice group. Pesant focuses his 
practice on highly complex domestic and 
cross-border structured finance deals. 
Over the course of his career, Pesant has 
represented many of the world’s leading 
financial institutions, private equity 
firms and their portfolio companies, and 
a variety of public and private corporate 
clients.

 

’00s
Albert Wei Hsu (Engr ’00 CM) and his 
wife, Jeanie Lin, welcomed their first 
child, JuanFer “Junior” Hsu, on July 2, 
2020. The family lives in Taipei, Taiwan, 
where Albert is employed by Hewlett 
Packard Enterprise. 

Kate Lipper-Garabedian (Col ’03) won 
a special election in March to become a 
Massachusetts state representative. She 
was sworn in by the governor in a physi-
cally distanced oath of office on the grand 
staircase of the State House. Lipper-
Garabedian was previously the chief legal 
counsel at the Massachusetts Executive 
Office of Education and a city councilor in 
Melrose, Massachusetts. She ran unop-
posed for a full term this fall. 

Ameena Gill (Engr ’04) was promoted 
to senior director of quality and process 
excellence at Lyft. Gill was previously the 
general manager at Lyft, responsible  
for growing market share and profitability 
for the entire California region. She lives 
in San Francisco with her 3-year-old  
son, Gavin.

Nakita Reed (Arch ’06), an associ-
ate with Quinn Evans, was selected 
as a member of the Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities Cultural 
Heritage Stewardship Initiative Advisory 
Committee. The new program, led by 
a partnership of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation, the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the 
Ford Foundation, the J.M. Kaplan Fund, 
the JPB Foundation and The Executive 
Leadership Council, will provide technical 
assistance and fund preservation-based 
stewardship plans at up to eight HBCU 
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stewardship plans at up to eight HBCU 
campuses across the country. 

Casey Chalk (Col ’07, Educ ’07) and his 
wife, Claire, welcomed a son, Lawrence 
Casimir, on Aug. 18, 2020. Lawrence 
joins siblings Annemarie, 7; Thomas, 5; 
and Elizabeth, 3. Chalk lives in Fairfax, 
Virginia, and received a master’s in theol-
ogy from Christendom College in August 
2020. He is a columnist for New Oxford 
Review and Crisis Magazine.

Chanel Frazier (Law ’07) was named to 
the EMpower Top 100 Ethnic Minority 
Executives List for 2020. Named an exec-
utive role model, she was selected for her 
work in creating a more diverse and inclu-
sive workplace. Frazier was also named 
head of business strategy for BlackRock’s 
portfolio management group. Frazier has 
been at BlackRock for almost seven years 
and previously served as chief of staff for 
multi-asset strategies and global fixed 
income and corporate tax counsel. 

’10s
Mary Caufield Baldridge (Educ ’10) 
was selected by the U.S. Department of 
State for a one-month English language 
specialist project focusing on production 
of an English writing textbook in Georgia 
at Tbilisi State University. Baldridge was 
an English Language Fellow in Tbilisi, 
Georgia, during the 2019-20 academic 
year. During her fellowship, she conducted 
workshops for English instructors and 
K-12 teachers at Tbilisi State University, 
Kutaisi University and Gori University 
for the English Teachers’ Association of 
Georgia. Baldridge recently retired from 
Fairfax County Public Schools where she 
taught secondary English, ESOL and AP 
Psychology. 

Charlie Cameron (Engr ’11 CM) and 
Greta Slotness Cameron (Engr ’12 CM) 
welcomed their second child, Logan 
Charles, on June 16, 2020. Logan joins big 

sister Riley, 3. The family lives in Niceville, 
Florida, where both Mr. and Ms. Cameron 
are active duty Air Force officers and real 
estate investors. 

Eliza Valentine Holzbach (Col ’12) 
married Grant Willis Holzbach on March 
21, 2020, in Richmond, Virginia. The bride 
had originally planned to celebrate with 
many alums but because of COVID-19 
had a family ceremony in her parents’ 
backyard. Several UVA alumni were 
present, including the father and mother 
of the bride, Thomas Valentine (Col ’80) 
and Deborah Huger Valentine (Col ’80); 
and the bride’s brother and sister-in-law, 
Tee Valentine (Darden ’15) and Elizabeth 
Eldred Valentine (Col ’09). The couple 
lives in Richmond, Virginia. 

Kyle Mallinak (Law ’13) married Stella 
Kamm on July 25, 2020. Mr. and Mrs. 
Mallinak are both practicing attorneys in 
Nashville, Tennessee.
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Kyle King (Col ’15, Batten ’17) and 
Sara Sargent (Col ’17) got engaged in 
Charlottesville on Aug. 4, 2020. Sara and 
Kyle met on Grounds in fall 2013 through 
their involvement in UVA varsity cross 
country and track and field. They live in 
Washington, D.C., with their dog, Bennett, 
who is named after the legend himself. 

Christopher Russell (Engr ’15) published 
his first epic fantasy novel, Divinity’s 
Twilight: Rebirth. Steampunk meets sword 
and sorcery meets military thriller in this 
gripping tale with layered characters, deep 
world-building and a lurking cosmic con-
flict that will upend everything the people 
of Lozaria know and cherish. 

Blake R. Silver (Grad ’16, ’17) published 
The Cost of Inclusion: How Student 
Conformity Leads to Inequality on College 
Campuses. A vision of an inclusive, diverse 
social experience is a fundamental part 
of the image that colleges sell potential 
students. But what really happens when 

students arrive on campus and enter this 
new social world? The Cost of Inclusion 
explores the ways students seek out a 
sense of belonging and the sacrifices they 
make to fit in. 

Grace Gillen (Col ’18 CM) has completed 
her first year at VCU School of Dentistry in 
Richmond, Virginia. She expects to gradu-
ate as a doctor of dental surgery with the 
class of 2023.

Lettie J. Bien (Batten ’19 CM) was hired as 
the first defense affairs program coor-
dinator for the Charlottesville Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. Her portfolio 
includes community engagement and 
business development to strengthen rela-
tionships among the Chamber, the Central 
Virginia community, the regional defense/
intelligence community and veterans. 
Col. Bien, an Iraq War veteran, served 30 
years in the U.S. Army and Army Reserve 
and is a longtime advocate for the military 
community.  
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In Memoriam
’40s
Virginia Cummings Amiss 
(Nurs ’46) of Charlottesville 
died Sept. 20, 2020. She mar-
ried Randy Amiss (Engr ’51) 
at the University Chapel on 
Sept. 21, 1946. They spent 
time in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and Texas before 
returning permanently to 
Charlottesville. As a nurse, 
she worked alongside pio-
neer heart surgeons in 
Houston and, after returning 
to Charlottesville, worked at 
UVA Hospital, from which 
she retired in 1985. A proud 
UVA alumna, she was active 
in the Thomas Jefferson 
Society. Throughout her years 
in Charlottesville, Ms. Amiss 
was a member of the First 
Methodist Church, Boy Scouts 
of America, Job’s Daughters 
and DeMolay. She and her 
husband were longtime, 
enthusiastic members of the 
Virginia Reelers. For much of 
their retirement, she and her 
husband drove an RV through-
out the 48 contiguous states 
and Canada. She enjoyed 
singing, gardening, baking, 
sewing, camping and square 
dancing. She was known for 
her warmth, wisdom and 
vivid storytelling. Her great-
est loves were God, family, 
country and her Cavaliers. 
Survivors include her chil-
dren Beverly and Matthew, 
six grandchildren, and fifteen 
great-grandchildren. 

Herbert A. “Hobie” 
Claiborne Jr. (Med ’47, 
Col ’49 CM) of Richmond, 

Virginia, died Feb. 16, 2020. 
At UVA, he was a member of 
Phi Kappa Psi, Calconon Club, 
Raven Society, T.I.L.K.A., 
Lambda Pi, Omicron Delta 
Kappa and Alpha Omega 
Alpha. After receiving his 
medical degree, he completed 
his internship and a fellow-
ship at the University of 
Rochester School of Medicine, 
followed by residencies at the 
Medical College of Virginia 
and UVA. He served as a sur-
geon with the U.S. Navy before 
returning to Charlottesville, 
where he became an asso-
ciate professor in obstet-
rics and gynecology. In 
1962, he opened a practice 
in Richmond that evolved 
into the Virginia Women’s 
Center. He also served as 
an adjunct professor at the 
Medical College of Virginia 
and was a member of many 
professional societies, includ-
ing the American College of 
Surgeons and the Virginia 
Medical Society. Active in his 
community, Dr. Claiborne 
served on or chaired the 
boards of many organiza-
tions, including the Lettie 
Pate Whitehead Foundation, 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts 
and the UVA Medical School 
Foundation. Among his many 
achievements, he received 
the Outstanding Medical 
Alumnus Award from the UVA 
Medical Alumni Association. 
He was a voracious reader, a 
student of history, and a lover 
of art, architecture and the 
outdoors. Dr. Claiborne cared 
deeply about his patients, his 
community and, most of all, 
his family, who adored him. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Catherine “Kitty” Robertson 
Claiborne; children Herbert 
A. Claiborne III (Col ’77), 
William Claiborne (Col 
’81), Thomas H. Claiborne 
(Col ’87) and Mary Frediani; 
13 grandchildren, includ-
ing Taylor Claiborne (Col 
’13), Christian Frediani (Col 
’19), Jaquelin R. Claiborne 
(Col ’20) and Charles C. 
Claiborne (Col ’24). 

’50s
Carleton C. Hoffner Jr. 
(Engr ’52) of Palo Alto, 
California, died April 21, 2020. 
In his youth, he competed 
nationally and internation-
ally in ice skating pairs and ice 
dancing competitions. With 
his partner, he won the U.S. 
National Championship in 
1946 and placed third in the 
1949 World Championships 
in Paris. He spent one year at 
UVA before entering the U.S. 
Naval Academy, where he cap-
tained the varsity tennis and 
squash teams. Mr. Hoffner 
served a full career in the U.S. 
Navy that took him all over 
the world, including Hawaii, 
where he helped construct 
the USS Arizona Memorial. 
In 1968, the family moved to 
Fairfax, Virginia, where he 
served in the Pentagon as a 
civilian until 1971, when the 
family moved to California. 
There, Mr. Hoffner was direc-
tor of the Western Division 
Naval Facilities Command, 
managing the public works 
for all naval facilities in the 
Western Hemisphere. In 

his “spare time,” he earned 
his MBA from the Stanford 
Graduate School of Business. 
After retiring from the 
Department of Defense in 
1987, he remained active as a 
consultant. He also enjoyed 
studying businesses, invest-
ing in stocks, and attend-
ing stockholder meetings all 
over Silicon Valley. He was 
glad to share his knowledge 
and wisdom with acquain-
tances, friends and family 
as a financial coach on a pro 
bono basis. Survivors include 
his wife, Connie; children 
Carol, Heidi and Eric; six 
grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren. 

Gerald “Coach” Furst (Educ 
’53, ’55) of Delray Beach, 
Florida, died July 9, 2020. He 
attended UVA on a football 
scholarship, and he played 
lacrosse for two years. Upon 
graduation, he was signed 
by the New York Giants. He 
lived an extraordinary life 
filled with diverse careers. 
A work opportunity led him 
and his family to Ocean City, 
Maryland, where he worked 
on the development of 
Mystic Harbor on Route 611. 
Passionate about fitness, he 
later opened a health club in 
what is now the Clarion Hotel 
in Ocean City. In 1983, he and 
his wife, Mary Ann, opened 
Ocean Health and Racquet 
Club. A year later, they opened 
O.C. Sneakers Restaurant, 
which later became Windows 
on the Bay. The Fursts pro-
vided fitness, wellness and 
recreation to the commu-
nity for more than 30 years, 
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during which time they also 
opened Coach’s Corner Diner, 
which is still operated by their 
son and his family. Survivors 
include children Mary Ann, 
Jerry, Beverly and Martin; 
nine grandchildren; and four 
great-grandchildren. 

David Maybank Jr. (Col ’54) 
of Charleston, South Carolina, 
died Jan. 25, 2020. At UVA, he 
served on the Interfraternity 
Council and was a member of 
Beta Theta Pi, Eli Banana and 
ROTC. He served in the U.S. 
Navy for two years and, there-
after, in the U.S. Navy Reserve, 
from which he retired with the 
rank of commander. After his 
time with the Navy, he began 
a long career in business, first 
working at John F. Maybank 
Co., a cotton merchant firm 
founded by his grandfather. 
He later purchased Maybank 
Fertilizer Co. from his fam-
ily, founded Commercial 
Bonded Warehouse, and 
acquired Palmetto Shipping 
and Stevedoring Co. An avid 
sailor, Mr. Maybank made 
two remarkable sailing expe-
ditions. In 1992, he and a 
friend retraced Christopher 
Columbus’ voyage from Cadiz, 
Spain, to San Salvador Island, 
Bahamas, on the occasion 
of the 500th anniversary of 
the original voyage. He and a 
friend later sailed more than 
27,500 miles around the world 
for more than a year in the 
Lisbon ’98 World Exposition 
Rally. Mr. Maybank was a 
committed conservationist 
and outdoorsman, an enthu-
siastic historian and gene-
alogist, and a collector and 
expert restorer of vintage 
cars and other early mechan-
ical devices. He was a mem-
ber of many organizations 
and societies and also served 
on many boards, including 

those of Roper Hospital 
and the Historic Charleston 
Foundation. Survivors include 
his wife, Louise; sons David 
Maybank III (Darden ’88), 
John II and Peter; and four 
grandchildren. 

Isaac Mayo Read (Com ’57 
CM) of Charleston, South 
Carolina, died Feb. 17, 2020. 
After graduation, he began 
his career working with his 
father’s firm, Frost, Read and 
Simons, as a stockbroker. He 
then became a certified pub-
lic accountant and worked as 
CFO for several local busi-
nesses. For the last 15 years 
of his professional life, he and 
his wife owned and operated 
Palmetto Travel Service. Mr. 
Read was an active com-
munity leader, serving on 
the boards of the Historic 
Charleston Foundation, 
Spoleto Festival USA, the 
Charleston Symphony 
Orchestra and the Board of 
Architectural Review. A pas-
sionate tennis player, he was 
instrumental in founding the 
Creekside Tennis Club in the 
early 1970s. He loved plant-
ing trees throughout the city 
and eventually helped form 
Charleston Trees, a commit-
tee first of the Charleston 
Horticultural Society and 
now of the Charleston Parks 
Conservancy. Over the past 40 
years, he was the driving force 
in planting more than 1,000 
trees across the peninsula. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Ellen; sons John and Isaac M. 
Read (Col ’84); a brother; and 
four grandchildren. 

Charles Morton Riddle 
III (Col ’57 CM) of Norfolk, 
Virginia, died Aug. 25, 2020. 
At UVA, he was a captain of 
the cross-country team and 
a member of the track team, 

and he was editor of Corks & 
Curls. He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. After earn-
ing his master’s in divinity 
and doctorate in ministry 
from Episcopal Theological 
Seminary, Mr. Riddle was a 
parish priest for 50 years. He 
served as rector of Episcopal 
churches in Virginia, North 
Carolina and Tennessee. He 
was a member of numerous 
diocesan committees and 
served as a delegate to the 
1979 General Convention of 
the national church where he 
voted in favor of the New Book 
of Common Prayer and of 
the ordination of women. He 
hired the first female priest 
in the diocese of Southern 
Virginia. His soul was fed 
by the Anglican liturgy and 
classical music, and he was a 
faithful fan of Virginia ath-
letics. A loyal Wahoo, he sup-
ported the Virginia Athletic 
Foundation for 50 years. He 
was predeceased by his first 
wife of 48 years, Erma Dance 
Riddle. Survivors include his 
wife, Patricia; children Evan, 
Jonathan and Lea; a step-
daughter, Hunter Benante; 
and nine grandchildren. 

Cecil E. Underwood (Com 
’57 CM) of Ormond Beach, 
Florida, died Aug. 13, 2020. 
While at UVA, Mr. Underwood 
played basketball and base-
ball and was an Air Force 
ROTC Wing Commander. 
He was a member of the 
“V” Club, Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon, Eli Banana and the 
Interfraternity Council. He 
went on to earn his MBA from 
Harvard Business School in 
1967. Mr. Underwood was 
commissioned as a second 
lieutenant in 1957 and served 
26 years in the U.S. Air Force, 
retiring in 1983 as a colonel. 
He provided leadership for the 

acquisition and administra-
tion of base support services, 
including contract airlift ser-
vices, research and develop-
ment of munitions, and more. 
He received multiple awards 
and decorations, including the 
Legion of Merit, with an Oak 
Leaf Cluster; the Meritorious 
Service Medal, with two Oak 
Leaf Clusters; and the Air 
Force Commendation Medal, 
with one Oak Leaf Cluster. 
Following retirement from 
the Air Force, Mr. Underwood 
enjoyed a 24-year career as a 
defense acquisition consul-
tant, first as a managing part-
ner of a small business and 
then as a sole proprietor. He 
is survived by his wife, Linda 
Fleming Underwood (Nurs 
’56 CM), and sons Michael 
and David. 

Ralph C. Bralley (Educ ’59, 
’64 CM) of Charlottesville 
died Jan. 25, 2020. He was 94. 
The first person to receive a 
doctorate in speech pathology 
and audiology from UVA, he 
went on to serve on the fac-
ulty of UVA’s Communication 
Sciences and Disorders 
Program for 36 years. He 
served as program chair 
and director of the Speech-
Language-Hearing Center, 
and he held a joint appoint-
ment in the Department 
of Otolaryngology. During 
his tenure at UVA, Bralley 
was instrumental in estab-
lishing the groundwork for 
speech and hearing screening 
programs in Virginia public 
school systems and institut-
ing clinics in a number of 
underserved communities. 
He was known for his fore-
sight and ability to perfect a 
broad range of high-quality 
clinical experiences for stu-
dents. He also had notable 
clinical expertise working 
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with individuals who had cleft 
palates and helped found the 
Cleft Palate Clinic at UVA. He 
was a fellow of the American 
Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association; president and fel-
low of the Speech-Language-
Hearing Association of 
Virginia; and member and 
chair of the Virginia Board 
of Audiology and Speech-
Language Pathology. In his 
free time, he enjoyed fishing, 
gardening, yardwork, theater, 
real estate, Cajun food and 
redoing furniture. He was 
predeceased by his first wife, 
Dolly, and his daughter Marie-
Jenee. Survivors include his 
wife, Jean Vidrine-Bralley 
(Educ ’76); children Clare, 
Eric, Deidra, Porter V. Bralley 
(SCPS ’11), and Jean Marie; 
eight grandchildren; and 12 
great-grandchildren. 

’60s
Roger S. Cortesi (Grad ’61 
CM) of Washington, D.C., 
died July 7, 2020. He earned 
a doctorate in physics after 
earning his bachelor’s degree 
from Harvard University. He 
spent most of his career at the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency in positions of lead-
ership. From 1999 to 2009, he 
headed the Quality Program 
of the Office of Research 
and Development, earn-
ing a Special Achievement 
Award for leadership and 
guidance. All told, he spent 
almost 40 years in the service 
of his country. His lifelong 
passion for math and sci-
ence was accompanied by an 
impressive memory for verse 
and song. His wide-rang-
ing curiosity meant that the 
Oxford English Dictionary 
and Encyclopedia Britannica 
were kept close at hand and 

frequently consulted in 
the days before electronic 
searches. The New York 
Times crossword puzzle was 
a daily ritual. Mr. Cortesi 
also loved tennis, opera, 
sailing, New York City and 
the Brooklyn Dodgers (until 
they left Brooklyn). He was 
Metropolitan Club Squash 
Champion in 1976, but when 
not playing sports his pre-
ferred attire was a suit and 
bowtie, even when doting 
on small grandchildren. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Deborah Shapley; children 
Tina, Isabella, Roger and 
Kate; seven grandchildren; 
and a sister.

Roselle Sesso Sturdevant 
(Nurs ’61) of Chantilly, 
Virginia, died July 2, 2020. As 
a registered nurse, she worked 
at the National Institutes of 
Health, the Rusk Institute, 
and hospitals in Texas, New 
York and Virginia. Her clin-
ical experience included 
rehabilitation, post-op heart 
surgery, recovery room, 
intensive care and medi-
cal-surgical nursing. She later 
earned an associate degree 
in fine arts from Northern 
Virginia Community College 
and a bachelor’s degree in 
museum and gallery man-
agement from George Mason 
University. Her creative mixed 
media art won numerous 
local awards and recognition 
in Northern Virginia. For a 
time, she served as visual arts 
coordinator for the Fairfax 
County Council of the Arts. 
Ms. Sturdevant eventually 
returned to nursing, where 
she worked in medical and 
case management, and utili-
zation and quality review. She 
loved to travel, visiting China 
and much of Europe. Her 
caring and witty personality 

endeared her to all who knew 
her. Survivors include her 
husband, Bill; sons Eric and 
David; two grandchildren; 
and her sister, Jo Ann Sesso 
Beman (Nurs ’58). 

William Battle “Bill” 
Cole Jr. (Engr ’62 CM) 
of Montross, Virginia, and 
Sarasota, Florida, died Sept. 
20, 2020. He studied eco-
nomics and business admin-
istration at West Virginia 
University, law at Washington 
and Lee University, and grad-
uate business at the George 
Washington University. He 
served on active military 
duty with the West Virginia 
Army National Guard during 
the Berlin crisis in the early 
1960s. Mr. Cole had a dis-
tinguished career at the 
National Science Foundation 
from 1964 until 1995, where 
he became a member of the 
senior executive service and 
served as director of the divi-
sion of grants and agreements 
until he retired. Mr. Cole 
was a graduate of the Federal 
Executive Institute and the 
recipient of the highest ser-
vice award presented by the 
National Grants Management 
Association and by the NSF. 
Mr. Cole was considered an 
expert on grants management 
policies and federal regula-
tions, and in 1996, he founded 
Cole and Associates, a man-
agement consulting firm 
based in Alexandria, Virginia. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Barbara Kervick Cole (’68); 
and sons Will Cole (Col ’01) 
and Patrick Cole (Col ’05). 

Kathryn Tuttle Birnbaum 
(Nurs ’65) of Ashburn, 
Virginia, died Sept. 23, 2020. 
A registered nurse, she 
would tell people her career 
spanned “birth to death.” She 

started out in the nursery 
at UVA Hospital and later 
worked for the Alexandria 
Health Department, several 
nursing homes and Hospice 
of Northern Virginia as a 
home health care nurse. Mrs. 
Birnbaum lived fully and 
loved adventures, scuba div-
ing, taking the “scenic route” 
and reading ALL the signs. 
Kind and compassionate, 
she was generous with her 
time and money. Her cheer-
fulness and stubbornness 
were admired by many of her 
friends. Survivors include 
daughters Rebecca Birnbaum 
(Col ’92), Teresa and Robin; 
two grandchildren; a sister 
and five brothers. 

James T. “Jim” Mitchell 
(Com ’65) of Memphis, 
Tennessee, died Aug. 16, 2020. 
A native of Culpeper, Virginia, 
Mr. Mitchell was a member of 
ROTC at UVA before serving 
in the U.S. Army for two years 
during the Vietnam War. He 
and his wife, Phyllis, whom he 
met at the University, even-
tually put down family roots 
in Memphis, where he began 
his career as a pharmaceutical 
sales manager. He took great 
pride in his work and was 
known for his work ethic, reli-
ability and integrity. One of 
his greatest strengths was his 
ability to connect with people 
and invest in relationships, 
which became the bedrock 
of his business. After “retire-
ment,” Mr. Mitchell entered 
another career, in the senior 
life care industry as a sales-
man and client consultant. He 
loved helping his clients and 
considered his role a minis-
try. Active in his church for 
more than 30 years, he lived 
a life of devotion and ser-
vice. Survivors include his 
wife; children Mary Beth and 

In Memoriam
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Christopher; two grandchil-
dren; and a brother and sister. 

John B. “Jeb” Charamella 
(Col ’66 CM) of Bedford, 
New Hampshire, died Dec. 16, 
2019. After graduating from 
UVA, where he was a mem-
ber of Phi Kappa Sigma, he 
attended Officers Candidate 
School in Yorktown, Virginia, 
before serving in the U.S. 
Coast Guard until 1969. Mr. 
Charamella went to work for 
the DuPont Company in sales 
and marketing and enjoyed 

a successful and fulfilling 
46-year career. While attend-
ing UVA, he learned to fly 
and maintained his passion 
for flying throughout his life. 
He enjoyed the clear New 
England skies, the distinct 
seasons, fall bicycle riding, 
skiing in the New Hampshire 
mountains and beautiful 
summers in Maine. Survivors 
include his wife, Mary; chil-
dren Max, Ben and Cicely; two 
grandchildren and a sister. 

’70s
Bruce Allan Platt (Col ’70) 
of Dobbs Ferry, New York, 
died April 13, 2020. A member 
of Naval ROTC at UVA, he was 
commissioned as an officer 
at graduation and attended 
Naval Officer Flight Training 
School until a back injury 
forced him to leave the Navy. 
He met his wife at the UVA 
Bridge Club in Newcomb Hall 
in 1967, and in 1970, he and 
his bridge partner, E. Craig 

Kennedy, won first place for 
UVA in the Charles Goren 
Intercollegiate National 
Bridge Championship. Mr. 
Platt became an American 
Contract Bridge League life 
master in 1972 and main-
tained his love of the game 
throughout his life. In the fall 
of 1970, he joined his brother 
Grant in New York City at the 
fledging advertising data com-
pany Donovan Data Systems, 
now Mediaocean. He worked 
as a programmer and sys-
tems analyst for 45 years until 

T he summer after his third 
y e a r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
of Virginia, Christopher 
Dickey (Col ’72)  worked 

as a stand-in during the filming of 
Deliverance, the movie based on the 
book by his father, acclaimed poet and 
novelist James Dickey.

He was the only Dickey allowed on 
set. Director John Boorman had ban-
ished James Dickey, an outsize man with 
outsize excesses and ego, for disrupting 
production.

Christopher Dickey, a celebrated for-
eign correspondent who died July 16 
at age 68, distanced himself from his 
hard-drinking, womanizing father as 
well. The fame brought on by Deliverance 
made James only more unbearable 
and self-destructive. Father and son 

remained estranged for 20 years.
“My father was a great poet, a famous 

novelist, a powerful intellect, and a son of 
a bitch I hated, and that last fact was just 
a part of me,” Dickey wrote in his mem-
oir, Summer of Deliverance. “It was a cold 
knot of anger that I lived with and that 
helped drive me to do the things I wanted 
and needed to do in my own life. I became 
a foreign correspondent, as far from him 
as I could be.”

Dickey became one of his genera-
tion’s greatest correspondents, reporting 
from war zones in Central America and 
the Middle East, and from more than 40 
countries in all in a 40-year career with 
The Washington Post, Newsweek and The 
Daily Beast. An intrepid reporter known 
for getting close to the action, he nar-
rowly escaped death while embedded 

with the U.S.-backed Nicaraguan contras 
in the early 1980s.

Dickey wrote seven books, but was 
best known for Summer of Deliverance, 
which one reviewer praised as “an exqui-
site balance of blistering candor and heal-
ing grace.” He and his father reconciled 
before James died in 1997. Christopher 
Dickey had long since emerged from his 
father’s shadow. He came to understand 
how living with a celebrated but flawed 
mythmaker had influenced his own 
career path. “I felt that I needed to get 
to the truth of things,” he said in a 1998 
interview. “The myth didn’t interest me. 
The facts did interest me.”

Dickey is survived by his wife, the for-
mer Carol Salvatore; a son; three grand-
children; a brother; and a half sister.   
 —Ed Miller
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CHRISTOPHER DICKEY   |   AUG. 31, 1951— JULY 16, 2020

Renowned 
correspondent Dickey 
stepped out from 
famous father’s shadow

Obits_vm_420.indd   71Obits_vm_420.indd   71 11/6/2020   1:06:18 PM11/6/2020   1:06:18 PM



72    VIRGINIA MAGAZINE  |  W I N T E R  2 0 2 0

retiring in 2015. His favor-
ite place in the world was the 
family cottage porch over-
looking Lake Huron and rid-
ing the ferries for 70 Michigan 
summers. Wherever he trav-
eled, a ferry had to be on the 
family itinerary, no mat-
ter how far out of the way. A 
Revolutionary and Civil wars 
buff, he served as treasurer 
for the Dobbs Ferry Historical 
Society. He was an enthusias-
tic tennis player, golfer, youth 
soccer coach and Cub Scout 
leader. Survivors include his 
wife, Linda Jo Beckham Platt 
(Educ ’68), children Jennifer 
Ostrosky and Jonathan Platt 
(Col ’96); four grandchildren; 
and two brothers. 

Richard E. “Dickie” 
MacKay (Med ’73) of New 
York City died March 26, 
2020. He received his bach-
elor’s degree from Yale 
University before earning his 
medical degree from UVA. In 
the first 10 years of his career, 
he worked with the Indian 
Health Service in New Mexico 
and in remote tribal areas 
near the Arctic Circle. He 
was later the sole physician 
at a refugee camp in Sudan, 
caring for more than 40,000 
refugees, before serving for 
10 years as the Peace Corps’ 
chief medical officer for sev-
eral African countries. He 
was the first medical person 
to reach the U.S. Embassy 
in Kenya after the 1998 al- 
Qaida bombing. Dr. MacKay 
returned to the U.S. to study 
HIV and AIDS at New York 
City’s Mount Sinai Hospital, 
where he was instrumental 
in building a clinic for the 
uninsured, inner-city HIV/
AIDS patients. As a profes-
sor, he was voted so many 
awards from his students that 
his colleagues affectionately 

toasted his 2017 retirement as 
their chance to finally win a 
few awards for themselves. He 
enjoyed international adven-
tures with his wife, as well as 
biking, kayaking and garden-
ing at their weekend home in 
the country. He was known 
by all for his good nature and 
quiet humor, as well as his 
caring, gentle and humble 
personality. He is survived by 
his wife, Donna; a brother and 
a sister; and five nephews.

Francis Edward McGovern 
(Law ’73) of Marin County, 
California, died Feb. 14, 2020. 
He graduated from Yale 
University before earning 
his law degree from UVA. 
He served as a captain in the 
U.S. Marine Corps. A widely 
revered and innovative legal 
scholar and gifted teacher, 
Mr. McGovern was a tenured 
professor at Duke University 
School of Law and associate 
professor at the University of 
California Hastings College 
of Law. He was a prolific 
author in leading legal pub-
lications and worked with 
many esteemed legal profes-
sionals to apply and improve 
the law. A frequent lecturer 
or moderator at professional 
conferences, he also served on 
dozens of legal and univer-
sity boards and committees. 
He served as president of the 
academy of Court-Appointed 
Masters as well as numerous 
settlement trust or compen-
sation centers and institutes. 
As a court-appointed special 
master or neutral expert, Mr. 
McGovern developed innova-
tive and lasting solutions for 
significant cases, including the 
DDT toxic exposure litiga-
tion, Dalkon Shield contro-
versy and silicone gel breast 
implant litigation. He was a 
thoughtful and generous man 

who loved traveling, music 
and theater, reading, golf, and 
swimming. He was an active 
and engaged sportsman, rel-
ishing polo and fox hunting. 
Generous and encouraging, 
he was devoted to his fam-
ily. Survivors include his 
wife, Katy; children Henry, 
Elizabeth, Clare and Laura; 
and four grandchildren. 

Craig H. Walton (Arch ’73) 
of Lyme, New Hampshire, 
died Aug. 8, 2020. UVA 
Professor Carlo Pelliccia 
inspired in Mr. Walton a pas-
sion to draw while he was at 
UVA, and he went on to earn 
a Master of Architecture in 
Urban Planning from Harvard 
Graduate School of Design. 
In 1980, Mr. Walton won the 
Stedman Design Competition 
and received the prestigious 
Rome Prize in Architecture. 
This granted him a one-year 
fellowship at the American 
Academy in Rome, where 
he filled his year with travel, 
study and drawing. His 
sketchbooks are a magnifi-
cent record of his time there. 
He joined RLPS Architects in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, in 
1987 and retired as partner in 
2015. A person of many inter-
ests, Mr. Walton was above all 
devoted to his family. He said 
that his years as a father were 
among the best in his life. 
He enjoyed creating unique 
Halloween costumes, themed 
birthday parties and a custom 
playhouse. His joys included 
gardening, sketching, historic 
homes and annual beach trips. 
In his later years, he loved 
gatherings at the family home 
in New Hampshire, the site of 
his daughter’s wedding, fam-
ily holidays and many special 
times. Survivors include his 
wife, Virginia; children Drew 
and Julia Walton Kaericher 

(Col ’08); three granddaugh-
ters; two brothers; and a sister. 

John Allan Bartelt (Darden 
’78) of Charlottesville died 
June 26, 2020. After gradu-
ating from Charlottesville’s 
Lane High School in 1964, 
he received his bachelor’s 
degree in accounting from 
the College of William and 
Mary in 1968. Drafted into 
the U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne 
Division, he served near Hue, 
South Vietnam, and earned 
the Bronze Star and Army 
Commendation Medals. He 
was active in retail business 
and property development 
as an owner and principal 
of Sycamore House/Studio 
Art Shop, a longtime fix-
ture on West Main Street in 
Charlottesville. He is survived 
by his brother, Jim Bartelt 
(Arch ’82).

’80s
P. Mark Tyler (Col ’80) of 
Lancaster County, Virginia, 
died Aug. 3, 2020. At UVA, 
he was a member of Sigma 
Alpha Mu, to which he con-
tributed time and energy 
long after his graduation. He 
graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in economics and for-
eign affairs, topics he loved 
to debate. He was an out-of-
the-box thinker and enjoyed 
advancing difficult positions 
for the sheer intellectual and 
devilish joy. He spent time 
becoming well-versed in the 
stock and bond markets, sup-
porting himself through his 
trading activities. He lived on 
his sailboat for a number of 
years before settling down in 
Lancaster County. He eventu-
ally became a science teacher 
for Lancaster and Richmond 
counties in Virginia, and is 

In Memoriam
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fondly remembered by many 
of his students, some keeping 
in touch with him throughout 
their lives. He was married 
and divorced before he met 
his partner, Mary Wheeler, 
with whom he remained the 
rest of his life. He is survived 
by Mary, two sisters, and his 
mother.

Charles Brenham Allen IV 
(Com ’81 CM) of Dallas, died 
July 18, 2020. After studying 
at UVA, he went on to receive 
his MBA from Columbia 
University in 1985. He worked 
at Paine Webber in New York 
City for several years before 
moving to Dallas and working 
for Noel David Pullam Garden 
Design through the rest of his 
life. Mr. Allen attained the 
rank of Eagle Scout as a youth,   
and was involved in charitable 
work in both New York and 
Dallas, spending many years 
volunteering for the Resource 
Center of Dallas. He was 
highly intelligent, engaging, 
and a loving partner, cousin 
and uncle with an infec-
tious laugh. He was a doting 
“Uncle Charlie” to his nieces 
and nephews and faithfully 
sent them hilarious birth-
day cards and lottery cards, 
and checked in with them 
regularly. Survivors include 
his partner, Fred Seufert, and 
three cousins. 

Michael Peter Mannion 
(Com ’81 CM) of St. Louis, 
died May 11, 2019. He earned 
his law degree from St. Louis 
University and a Master 
of Laws from Washington 
University. He was past presi-
dent of the St. Louis Swarm, a 
professional basketball team, 
and the St. Louis Steamers, a 
professional soccer team. He 
was named to the St. Louis 
Business Journal Forty Under 

Forty list for his success in law 
and sports. He was the sole 
practitioner of the Mannion 
Law Firm. Mr. Mannion had a 
love of life and lived large. He 
was passionate about family, 
friends, sports and travel. A 
coach and avid fan of all of his 
girls’ pursuits, he taught them 
to win with humility and lose 
with grace. Despite his many 
health setbacks, he lived every 
day to the fullest. Survivors 
include his wife, Ellen; chil-
dren Meredith, Gracie and 
Olivia; and brother Grant 
Williams (Col ’81). 

Arthur Sanderson “Sander” 
Paul (Engr ’81) of St. David, 
Grenada, died June 22, 
2020. After growing up in 
Grenada, he joined two of 
his brothers in Washington, 
D.C., where he graduated 
from Howard University’s 
School of Engineering before 
earning a doctorate in sys-
tems engineering from UVA. 
Committed to a life of service, 
Mr. Paul co-founded AGI, a 
minority-owned engineering 
firm that helped jump-start 
the careers of many young 
Black engineers. After his 
tenure as president of AGI, 
he continued as a professor 
of engineering at Howard, 
where he went on to become 
associate provost of research. 
In this role, he helped secure 
millions of dollars in grants 
to help fund Black scientists 
and their research. Mr. Paul 
made equally remarkable 
strides in the small busi-
ness community, and in 1986 
was awarded Small Business 
Prime Contractor of the Year. 
He was recognized by the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
in 1987 and, in the same 
year, was highlighted by 
President Ronald Reagan 
in a commencement speech 

at Tuskegee University. In 
1988, the United Black Fund 
honored Mr. Paul as one of 12 
Newsmakers during its inau-
gural Newsmakers Ball. Once 
retired, Dr. Paul returned to 
his beloved Grenada, where he 
started a small farm and, with 
his wife, tutored children and 
established a small awards 
fund for students. Survivors 
include his wife, Mae; chil-
dren Errol and Candace; three 
brothers and five sisters. 

Charles T. “Tim” 
Gillet (Grad  ’82 CM) of 
Charlottesville died Aug. 11, 
2020. A native of Detroit, 
he graduated from Western 
Michigan University. After 
working as a CPA in the pri-
vate sector, he moved to UVA, 
where he held several posi-
tions in financial manage-
ment and eventually served 
as assistant vice president of 
finance. While in these posi-
tions, Mr. Gillet helped over-
see the completion of major 
projects and the implementa-
tion of several major financial 
and accounting systems that 
were critical to the finan-
cial growth of the University. 
Active in the Charlottesville 
community, he served on the 
board of the UVA Community 
Credit Union for 38 years, 
including as treasurer and 
on the finance and executive 
committees. He also served as 
treasurer of the board of The 
Arc of the Piedmont for many 
years. He is survived by his 
wife, Leslie Robinson (Col 
’84); daughters Jennifer and 
Leslie; two granddaughters; 
and a great-grandson.

Nicholas Gus “Nick” Costas 
(Col ’83 CM) of Richmond, 
Virginia, died July 22, 2020. 
At UVA, he was a member of 
Zeta Psi and Eli Banana. He 

began his career at Sovran 
Bank, working in Washington, 
D.C., and Norfolk, Virginia, 
before moving to New York 
to work in the fixed-income 
group at J.P. Morgan. He 
moved to Richmond in 1990 
and worked as senior vice 
president at Craigie Inc. Mr. 
Costas was passionate about 
his children and coached little 
league baseball and girls’ bas-
ketball. He and his daughter 
also founded the Richmond 
Angels, a lacrosse league for 
low-income girls. Mr. Costas 
served on the board of the 
Virginia Athletics Foundation 
and was a dedicated member 
of his Greek Orthodox church, 
where he volunteered with 
countless ministries and the 
annual Greek Festival. He 
loved nothing more than driv-
ing to Charlottesville to watch 
the Wahoos play football and 
basketball and stopping at the 
Riverside for a burger. He was 
predeceased by his father, Gus 
Costas (Col ’46). Survivors 
include his children, Nicholas 
and Eliza Costas (Col ’17); 
brother, George Gus Costas 
III (Col ’80 CM); a sister and 
his mother.

Meredith P. “Merrie” 
Nelson (Col ’87 CM) of New 
York City died June 7, 2020. 
She majored in English at 
UVA. She spent her career 
as a newspaper and maga-
zine writer and copy editor. 
Survivors include her sister, 
Alison E. Nelson (Col ’80 
CM); a brother; and five nieces 
and nephews.
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It’s been a tough year. But you still gotta 
eat. And drink. Take some comfort from the 
people who love you—your fellow Wahoos. 
As the COVID-19 pandemic flared up, many of 
us returned to our kitchens, coddling sourdough 
starters, baking breads of all kinds, and resur-
recting old family recipes or favorite cookbooks 
filled with the kinds of foods that settle our minds 
and satisfy our bellies. Here’s what some of your 
fellow UVA alumni have been cooking.

Eat, eat, 
darlings. 
Thirsty? 

MORE ONLINE
See a recipe for roasted chicken by  
Harrison Keevil (Col ’05) and a recipe  
for fried rice by Alex Sorenson (Col ’00)  
at uvamag.com/eat.
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Roasted Broccoli, Red Onion  
and Double Cheddar Galette 
I n g r e d i e n t s : D i r e c t i o n s : 

To make the pastry crust, mix 
the sour cream into ¼ cup of cold 
water and refrigerate until needed. 
In a large bowl, whisk together the 
flour, sugar and salt. Add the cubed 
butter, and toss to coat. With a fork 
or pastry cutter, cut the butter into 
the flour until it’s the size of peas. 
Add the grated cheese, and mix to 
combine with a rubber spatula.
Drizzle the sour cream mixture a 
few tablespoons at a time over the 
flour-butter mixture, using a spat-
ula to incorporate. Continue to add 
more water, a few tablespoons at 
a time, until the dough is hydrated 
but not sticky—when you squeeze 
the dough, it shouldn’t fall apart. 
If needed, add more water, a little 
bit at a time, until you reach this 
consistency.

Press the dough together, and form 
into a disk about 4 inches across 
and 1½ inches thick. Wrap in plas-
tic wrap, and chill in the refrigera-
tor for at least 1 hour before using, 
or ideally overnight. The dough can 
be made in advance and kept re-
frigerated for up to 3 days or frozen 
for up to 3 months.

When ready to assemble the 
galette, preheat the oven to 400 
degrees. Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper. On a lightly 
floured surface, roll out the dough 
into a 14-inch circle and carefully 
transfer to the prepared baking 
sheet. Refrigerate while you pre-
pare the filling.

To make the filling: In a large bowl, 
combine the broccoli, red onion, 
garlic, olive oil, cumin, paprika 
and salt. Spread out onto a large, 
rimmed baking sheet in an even 
layer. Bake for 10 to 12 minutes, 
or until the broccoli is bright 
green and beginning to char at the 
edges but isn’t completely cooked 
through. Let cool.

Once the filling has cooled com-
pletely, remove the dough from the 
refrigerator. Spread the sour cream 
evenly over the dough, leaving a 
1½-inch border all around. Sprinkle 
¼ cup (1 ounce) of the cheddar on 
top. Arrange the filling over the 
sour cream in an even layer, mak-
ing sure the red onion segments 
are lying flat and not sticking up, 
or they’ll burn. Top with ¾ cup of 
cheese and a few cracks of black 
pepper. Fold the edges up and over 
the vegetables, pleating at points 
to make a circle. Refrigerate for 20 
to 30 minutes (or 15 minutes in the 
freezer) to firm up the dough.

While the galette is chilling, pre-
heat the oven to 400 degrees, if 
it’s not already on. In a small bowl, 
combine the egg and heavy cream. 
When ready to bake, brush the 
edges of the dough with the egg 
wash and sprinkle all over with the 
remaining ¼ cup cheese and more 
black pepper. Bake until the galette 
is golden brown and crisp, 30 to 40 
minutes. Serve warm.

Cheddar pastry crust 
ingredients:
2 tablespoons cold sour 

cream or buttermilk 
1¼ cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon sugar
½ teaspoon kosher salt
½ cup cold unsalted but-

ter, cubed 
1½ ounces coarsely 

grated sharp cheddar 
cheese

Filling ingredients:
2 small broccoli heads 

(about 12 ounces 
total), cut into slices 
lengthwise, stem and 
all

1 small red onion, cut into 
1-inch segments

2 garlic cloves, cut into 
thin slices

1½ tablespoons extra- 
virgin olive oil

1½ teaspoons cumin 
seeds

1 teaspoon paprika
1 teaspoon kosher salt 
¼ cup sour cream
5 ounces sharp cheddar 

cheese, coarsely grated 
(about 1¼ cups)

Freshly ground black 
pepper

1 egg, lightly beaten
1 tablespoon heavy 

cream, milk or water 

POLINA CHESNAKOVA (COL ’14) first began exploring artisanal cheeses while work-
ing at Feast, a specialty-food shop in Charlottesville. Fast-forward a few years, 
and Chesnakova, a freelance food writer and recipe developer, came out in 
September with her first cookbook—and it’s all about cheese: Hot Cheese: Over 
50 Gooey, Oozy, Melty Recipes. 

Since March, Chesnakova, who lives in Seattle, has turned to various ver-
sions of a galette recipe that’s featured in Hot Cheese. “You have everything 
you love about pie. You have that flaky, golden pastry that’s delicious, warm 
and filling, but it’s half the work,” she says. “And you can make it sweet; you can 
make it savory. It’s just really adaptable to whatever you have in the kitchen.” 

Makes one 12-inch galette
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Meat and vegetable ingredients:
¼ cup olive oil or your preferred 

vegetable oil
1 pound ground beef (or you may 

use half beef and half pork, or 
even all turkey)

1 medium to large onion (typically 
yellow or Spanish onion is used), 
chopped 

1 large green or red bell pepper, 
chopped

1 to 2 large garlic cloves, smashed 
with ½ teaspoon coarse sea salt

Spice-blend ingredients:
1 teaspoon fine sea salt
¼ teaspoon hot-smoked paprika 

or cayenne pepper
¾ teaspoon smoked paprika (or 

for more conventional Cuban, 
substitute 1 teaspoon ground 
cumin)

1 teaspoon Mexican oregano

Wet-blend ingredients:
¾ cup tomato sauce
¼ cup tomato paste
¼ cup dry white wine or cooking 

wine or sherry
⅓ cup green olives (stuffed with 

pimentos) and 1 table-
spoon of brine

2 tablespoons non-
pareil capers 
and 1 teaspoon 
of brine

⅓ cup currants 
or raisins 
(optional)

The pandemic has thrown LYNNA MARTINEZ (DARDEN ’94) all kinds of challenges as she’s rallied to keep her 
restaurant—Cuban Kitchen, in San Mateo, California—afloat. But she’s been buoyed by customers, new 
and old, who keep ordering up the classic Cuban dishes she grew up on in Miami.

For Martinez, a favorite is picadillo, a comforting recipe that can be eaten over rice or pasta or as fill-
ing for tacos or empanadas. She remembers her mom, grandmother and aunt making it just about weekly. 
And, as a student at Darden, when assigned to prepare a seven-minute speech about something personal, 
Martinez brought in a hot plate and whipped up her picadillo, giving a brief history lesson on Cuban cui-
sine and demonstrating that even as a busy business school student and mom to a toddler, she still had 
time to make a dish full of flavor. “My classmates enjoyed the speech and the food,” she remembered.

I n g r e d i e n t s :

For the spice blend, bring all 
spice ingredients to a fine grind 
in a mortar and pestle (or in 
a small food processor). This 
brings out the essence of each of 
the dry ingredients. Set aside.
For the wet blend, pulse ingredi-
ents in a food processor to com-
bine. Do not puree. Set aside.

Heat oil over medium-high heat 
in a large pan or skillet. Add and 
brown ground meat; crumble 
finely with a large wooden spoon 
(or sturdy silicon spatula). Once 
meat is cooked and finely crum-
bled, reduce heat to medium-low 

and add chopped onions, bell 
peppers and smashed/chopped 
garlic. Stir to combine. Add the 
spice blend to the meat mix, and 
stir. Add the wet blend to the 
meat mix, and stir. Simmer for a 
few minutes, and taste for salt 
and pepper. If a bit more sweet-
ness is desired, you may sprinkle 
a bit of sugar over mix and stir to 
combine.

Serve over white rice with sides 
of salad, Cuban black beans and 
fried sweet plantains.

D i r e c t i o n s :

Picadillo
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D i r e c t i o n s : 

Add the sugar cube or simple syrup into a 
rocks glass. Add 4 dashes of ginger bitters. 
Muddle or mash the sugar cube and bit-
ters. Add the bourbon/whiskey. Fill with 1 
large ice cube. Stir until ice cold. Fill to the 
brim with soda water or bitters and soda. 
Garnish with an orange peel.

I n g r e d i e n t s :

1 sugar cube or 
1 teaspoon 
simple syrup

4 dashes of gin-
ger bitters 

1½ to 2 ounces 
premium bour-
bon/whiskey 

1 large ice cube
1 ounce soda wa-

ter or bitters 
and soda

Orange peel

The 
Corner 
Pocket

Hella Cocktail Co. started out as a 
hobby for JOMAREE PINKARD (COM ’01) 
and a couple of friends. They’d one-up 
each other with their specialty cock-
tails, and the secret sauce was their 
homemade bitters. Soon, bartend-
ers and specialty shops found out 
about their creations, and a business 
was born. Hella Cocktail’s bitters and 
other mixers now are found at stores 
across the country, from local shops 

to Whole Foods and Walmart.
Just like cooking and baking, interest in cocktail making 

has grown as people look to re-create pre-COVID experi-
ences at home. The Corner Pocket, Pinkard says, is the per-
fect balance of premium flavor and ease. “For me, I have 
two kids now, and I don’t have the bandwidth to have the 
complexity that I’m used to having,” says Pinkard, Hella 
Cocktail’s CEO and co-founder. “This is an easy serve that  
I can make pretty quickly, but it still tastes delicious and 
very, very complex.” 
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Pão de Queijo
I n g r e d i e n t s :

1 egg
¼ cup extra-virgin olive oil
⅔ cup milk
1½ cups tapioca flour
½ teaspoon salt
¾ cup grated cheese (I use a combo 

of cheese ends left in my fridge, but 
it’s delicious with sharp cheddar, 
Parmigiano Reggiano, Gruyère—
any gratable hard cheese, really. 
My favorite combo so far is ½ cup 
sharp white cheddar and ¼ cup Der 
scharfe Maxx Swiss.)

D i r e c t i o n s : 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Grease 
a mini muffin tin with butter or non-
stick spray. Combine all ingredients in a 
blender. Pulse until ingredients are com-
pletely combined, stopping to scrape 
down the sides of the blender with a 
spatula as needed. Pour batter into muf-
fin tins, filling each one a little over half-
way. Bake for 20 minutes, until the tops 
of the buns are lightly browned. Cool 
for 2 minutes before removing from the 
pan. Serve immediately while warm. In 
the unlikely event that you have some 
left over, pop them in the microwave for 
15 seconds to rewarm. 

Compiled and written by Sarah Lindenfeld Hall

Photography by Adam Ewing

Cooking, baking and styling by Debi Shawcross

The pandemic forced 
some big pivots for Feast, 
the specialty-food store 
and café in Charlottesville 
that KATE COLLIER (COL ’95) 
co-owns with her hus-
band. Shipping orders are 
way up. But the shop can 
no longer be a gathering 
spot; now customers pick 
up their orders at the curb.

Yoga, hammock naps, 
good food and fond mem-
ories of beach travels, 
including a trip to Brazil 
in 2015, have kept Collier 
going. During that trip, 
Collier and her fam-
ily enjoyed lots of Pão de 
Queijo, or Brazilian cheese 
bread. “They are best right 
out of the oven when they 
are warm and gooey,” she 
says. “At our house, they 
rarely even make it to  
the table.”

Makes 24
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sallydubose.com

Earlysville
Park-like setting. Chef ’s 
kitchen, large island and 
granite counter tops. First 
floor in-law suite. Fully 
finished walk-out basement 
features full bar, office space, 
and ample storage area. 
Screened-in porch with 
double sided fireplace, 
overlooking garden space, 
outdoor fire pit, and barbe-
cue area. $795,000

Craig Builders, Crozet- First-floor master, gourmet 
kitchen, basement. Walk to shopping & dining. 
$684,900

Craig Builders, 60yrs. of building in Charlottesville 
Light-filled, open floor plan, fine architectural details. 
$689,900

Sally Du Bose Real Estate Farms • Estates • Residential 

Reduced
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Sally Du Bose
Principal broker 
(Educ. ’81),  Univ. of Denver (M.S. ’82)

434.981.0289   |  sally@sallydubose.com

Sally Du Bose Real Estate Farms • Estates • Residential 

1931 Thomson Rd

Near UVA- Classic brick and slate home, overlooking private pool, 
mature trees, and expansive back patio. Home features four apartments 
grandfathered in for individual rental. Each rental has a separate entrance, 
which allows for privacy of main residence. All within walking distance to 
UVA Grounds, Alumni Hall, Dell pond, and UVA Health System. $2,000,000

According to customer feedback

5 Star customer rating
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Crozet, VA 22932

$670,000
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800.325.6378 | 126 Garrett Street, Suite D, Charlottesville, VA 22902 | NestRealty.com
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Realtor  |  434.466.6942
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there’s no place like CHARLOTTESVILLE

608 LEXINGTON AVENUE
Charlottesville, VA 22902
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 KAREN BALL
Associate Broker  |  434.249.3199
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Charlottesville, VA 22911
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Associate Broker  |  434.989.4847

ktrumbull@nestrealty.com

3410 ROCKS MILL LANE
Charlottesville, VA 22903

$1,165,000
nestrealty.com/3410RocksMill

LORRIE NICHOLSON
Realtor  |  434.825.4088

lnicholson@nestrealty.com
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