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Investing in the Best... Again
In 2013, the Jefferson Trust made a grant to establish a fellowship program in data
science. The success of that program helped lead to the creation of the Data Science
Institute. Now the University’s twelfth school, the School of Data Science received
another Trust grant in 2019, supporting the surrounding Albemarle community.
The trustees congratulate and thank Phil Bourne and his team for their work,
their vision, and our partnership in advancing UVA.
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CIRCA 1931 CHARACTER BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED ON AN ACRE

1932 BLUE RIDGE ROAD • $3,295,000
Set on over an acre of private, beautifully landscaped lawns & gardens, this c. 1931 stone & stucco
residence offers 5 beds, 6 full & 2 half baths, incl’ a guest apt on the terrace level. Large new kitchen
& mudroom by Karen Turner & new, marble bathrooms galore. Tucked away in 1 of Charlottesville’s
most coveted neighborhoods, this home’s location in the Venable School District could not be more
convenient: Moments to Barracks Rd conveniences, 5-8 mins to Downtown & points west like
Boar’s Head, Farmington, & STAB. Add’l features incl’ 3 fireplaces, 2-car garage, new roof, privacyenhancing landscaping & expansive terrace overlooking the sweeping rear lawns. MLS# 594681

VIEWS - WATER - VINEYARD CANDIDATE - THIS PARCEL HAS IT ALL

Between Charlottesville & wintergreen • $2,250,000
Less than 30 mins to Charlottesville, this 286 acre parcel might just have it all: Epic views
from multiple sites, rolling, open fields embraced by privacy enhancing hardwood forests, a
bold creek, stocked pond, & the tract is a no-brainer vineyard candidate... All of this fronting
one of Virginia’s most idyllic (paved) country roads. 1 building site offers mountain views &
enjoys lovely vistas of rolling fields dotted by huge hardwoods, another at the ridge line enjoys
250° views, & a 3rd overlooks mountains, the pond & more open fields. Up to 3 homes can
be built. Rebecca White (434) 531-5097 or Loring Woodriff (434) 466-2992. MLS# 595055
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Scooter Life
Electric scooters have become a
major UVA phenomenon. We have
the numbers to prove it.
BY JUDY LE
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Remembering the Black Bus Stop,
a landmark not everyone knew
about, and the need it filled.
BY DENISE WATSON
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The Jefferson
Progression
Historians write about a very
different Thomas Jefferson
now. Four new books show how
different, and maybe also why.
BY S. RICHARD GARD JR.

ON THE COVER

The artist’s prototype for the Thomas Jefferson Memorial, part of
the UVA collection. Photos by Adam Ewing; photo illustration by
Steve Hedberg; statue courtesy of The Fralin Museum of Art
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SUMMIT RIDGE TRAIL
$1,195,000

Expansive views from this custom-built, comfortable residence
privately situated on a protected
1.4 acres. Main floor has open
living room with fireplace, dining
area, upgraded kitchen, spacious
master suite and study. The bright
walk out lower level is flexible space
with rec room, 3 BR, full BA. Numerous upgrades and high end finishes. Convenient to I-64, Pantops,
Downtown, UVA. MLS#597258

GARTH ROAD ESTATE ◆ $1,975,000

Magnificent brick Georgian on 21 private, gently
rolling acres just 5 minutes west of town. Expert
craftsmanship and beautiful architectural details
throughout, high ceilings, heart pine floors, main
level master, 5 en-suite bedrooms. MLS#586392

EDNAM ◆ $785,000

Quality-built, spacious home priced to sell below
tax assessment value!!! Brick home, 5 bedrooms,
4 full baths, including main level master suite.
Walking distance of renovated Boars Head
Resort. MLS#591365

RENOVATED FARMHOUSE ◆ $495,000

Circa 1800 farmhouse on 1.17 acres near
Earlysville, enlarged and extensively improved but
retaining charm and character of antique home.
4 bedrooms, 3 porches, surrounded by beautiful
gardens and expansive lawn. MLS#592039

BRAMBLEWOOD ◆ $6,700,000

522-acre sanctuary with a magnificent manor
home, two other residences, and a barn in a
beautiful and private setting in the heart of
Keswick. MLS#595091 For full details, visit:
www.BramblewoodVa.com

ARCOURT ◆ $2,345,000

French-inspired stone residence tucked away on
22 completely fenced acres displays a beautifullydesigned interior and rugged, yet elegant, exterior.
Bucolic, private setting with 3-stall stable and
spacious carriage home. MLS#588398

THE CHIMNEYS ◆ $2,900,000

273-acre farming estate in Madison County, base
of Blue Ridge Mountains. Spectacular home with
many improvements in a magnificent setting.
MLS#584956 For full details, visit:
www.TheChimneysFarm.com

STONY POINT ROAD ◆ $1,975,000

Georgian residence 8 miles from Charlottesville.
72 acres featuring mountain views, pastures, and
trails. Spacious home in excellent condition with
contemporary flair, beautiful guest home and
3-stall center-aisle stable. MLS#588971

SPRINGDALE
$995,000

THE GLEN ◆ $2,900,000

400-acre country estate in private setting next
to Blue Ridge Mountains, Madison County.
Charming circa 1899 5-bedroom farmhouse
completely renovated with many streams, lake,
and beautiful views. MLS#585345

Historic 52-acre farm in eastern
Goochland County. Built in 1800,
overlooks 2 ponds, set in mature
hardwoods with a bridal trail network. Several adjacent farms are
protected by conservation easements. 1-BR garage apartment
compliments the dwelling. Approx. 30 minutes from downtown
Richmond and 45 minutes to
Charlottesville. Additional acreage is available. MLS# 1930232

WWW.MCLEANFAULCONER.COM

Jefferson Scholars Foundation
thanks David and Jane Walentas
for $100 million gift
This transformational gift will enable the Foundation to launch, among other
initiatives, a new merit-based scholarship program aimed at attracting to the
University the most talented first-generation students.

“Growing up I didn’t know
anyone who had been to
college, but I knew that it
was a way out of poverty
and a path to opportunity.
Thanks to a scholarship, I
was the first in my family to
attend college, and my time
at U.Va. completely changed
my life. There are so many
talented young people in this
country who can help make
our society a better place if
given the opportunity. I can’t
wait to see how these firstgeneration college students
change the world.”
—David Walentas (Engr ’61, GSBA ’64)

W W W. J E F F E R S O N S C H O L A R S . O R G
Our mission is to serve the University of Virginia by identifying, attracting, and nurturing
individuals of extraordinary intellectual range and depth who possess the highest concomitant
qualities of leadership, scholarship, and citizenship.
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F R OM T HE EDI T OR

THE LIGHT AND SHADOW
OF THOMAS JEFFERSON
Our feature on four new books on
Thomas Jefferson and the early
University opens with the dedication
of the Jefferson Memorial, with special reference to a 19½-foot plaster
prototype of the statue inside. To get to that
scale, sculptor Rudulph Evans first created a
4½-foot model and then a life-size one. It’s
that second one—approximating Jefferson’s
6-foot, 2½-inch frame—that UVA has possessed since 1944. That’s the one we sought to
illustrate our story.
First, we had to find him. That Jefferson had
spent years at the Darden School of Business,
likely trying to acquire the financial savvy that
had eluded him in life. Giving up and, as we’d
hope anyone from an earlier day would do, he
came to hang out at Alumni Hall. More recently,
he welcomed Fralin Museum of Art patrons,
there for a retrospective of his architecture.

RYAN'S PLAN | OLD DORMS MADE

NEW | SPORTS CHAMPS: WHO'S

NEXT?
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The

DELL

HOW UVA
ENGINEERED
NATURE

FALL ISSUE

I particularly enjoyed the most recent
issue of the magazine on a couple of
fronts. The picture of the unreconstructed
McCormick Road dormitory room was
something I can now wave in front of my
children to let them know that everything
I’ve always told them about the room was
absolutely true.
It was also a treat to see the photo of
the paved-over McIntire Amphitheatre,
where the Glee Club had to turn an
English glee from a setting for a quartet
into a seven-man exercise. This was
caused by all four of us first tenors having
to sing falsetto because there was not a
THE UVA MAGAZINE | uvamagazine.o
rg

PUBLISHED BY THE UVA
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

01_Cover_319.indd 1

8/19/2019 1:54:00 PM

MAGAZINE WINS
9 NATIONAL HONORS
When the show wrapped, so was he,
in heavy plastic, and moved to storage.
That’s where photographer Adam
Ewing found our Thomas and coaxed
him out of his crate. We asked Ewing to
portray Jefferson in a series of different lighting. It’s a metaphor for our story (Page 36),
which explores how historians’ portrayal of
Jefferson can reflect their times as much as his.
UVA’s Merrill D. Peterson, after decades
of chronicling Jefferson, admitted that his
subject was “the least self-revealing” of the
founders and “an impenetrable man.” Which of
Ewing’s images captures Jefferson in his true
light? You tell us. Or, as our story suggests, that
may have to wait for a later generation.
S. Richard Gard Jr. (Col ’81)
Vice President, Communications,
UVA Alumni Association

Virginia Magazine received nine
national honors at New York’s
Folio: Show. Editor Richard
Gard won for investigative
journalism for “Nevermore,”
our Spring 2019 cover story
on unsolved rare books thefts.
Alumni Association Creative
Director Steve Hedberg
received honorable mention
for Art Director of the Year
as well as for the magazine’s
recent redesign, its overall art direction and spring’s
“NEVERFOUND” cover. Winter
2018’s bicentennial issue won
three honorable mentions—
for the entire team’s work on
the full issue and on its overall
design and for Gard’s “Hat Tip
to UVA” essay.

Letters
counter-tenor (nor a castrato) to be found
anywhere. A great memory but my throat
still strains at the thought of it.
The other Amphitheatre story is one
where I had been buried in the stacks of
Alderman Library for far too long of a day,
reading about some obscure action in the
First World War involving some Scottish
units. As I left the building, I could hear
the faint skirling of a set of bagpipes in
the distance. I thought, surely, I had gone
around the bend at last. The sound persisted and I followed it and finally came
upon a solitary piper pacing up and down
the stage of the Amphitheatre, paying
no attention to anyone else. I cannot
describe how immensely relieved I was at
this sight.
Please keep up the good work.
William R. Piper (Col ’77)
St. Louis, Missouri

Other than the article about the president’s plan, the articles [in the Fall issue]
are fluff. What is with eight full-color
pages about the Dell, as pretty as it is? A
nice short piece would be nice but eight
pages? What sort of research is going on?
Where are articles from professors on
current politics? What is happening in the
medical school, the law school, the business school? The School of Architecture?
Something from a significant graduate?
On anything scholarly? Maybe I am
biased but I also receive similar magazines from Tufts, Bowdoin, Chicago,
Harvard Business School and MIT. I
actually learn something from them. UVA
is a good university, almost as good as
Vanderbilt and Duke, but you would never
know that from reading Virginia.
Richard Carle (Col ’67, Grad ’68)
Medford, Massachusetts

U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG

9

10 V I RG I N I A M AGA Z I N E

|

WINTER 2019

Letters
The extraordinary cover of the Fall 2019
issue caught my eye. The story of the Dell,
with the work of photographer Robert
Llewellyn, and “Making Old Dorms New
Again” kept my attention. I read every
word, having recently been on a business
trip where I flew in and out of Dulles with
a couple of days free and Highway 29
drawing me down to stay at Boar’s Head
Inn, visit my old Dabney House corner

THE DELL:

It’s beautiful.
It’s serene.
And it makes UVA
basketball possible.

FO LL O W S
FU N CT IO N
BY DIANE J. MCDOUGAL L
/ PHOTOS BY ROBERT LLEWELLYN

|

The Thrill of 10
Lanes at 25+ mph?
Yes! Only at Wintergreen!

FLORA FOLLOWS FUNCTION

F lo ra

34 U N I V E R S I T Y O F
V I RG I N I A

room with a view of The Castle, find my
garage apartment on Oak in Farmington,
trace my 1964 first-year trek to Brooks
Hall for an 8 a.m. geology class, wander
the Lawn and magnificent Rotunda,
stop and talk to students—greatly
amusing myself (and, it seems, them).
Also, I am from Fairhope, Alabama, as
was Professor Paul Gaston, featured in In
Memoriam. He was my history professor,
and I still have my copy of The New South
Creed. I credit my parents, Mr. Jefferson
and the University for the greatest education one could wish for.
Ken Niemeyer (Col ’69)
Fairhope, Alabama
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AS WE CONSIDER the
beauty and function of the
Dell and how it has been
transformed in recent
years, let’s acknowledge
the contributions of
nature. The plants and
animals who live in and
among all that contributes
to the integrity of the
Dell’s watery habitats are
marvels from whom we
learn and emulate. As we
design and implement,
let’s remind ourselves of
the power and ethic of
working with nature, the
guiding focus of former
UVA architecture dean
William McDonough and
others, as we try to address
the challenges of our
communities, of our lifesustaining and precious
natural world.
PETER K. MCLEAN (COL ’78)
Lewes, Delaware

As a lifelong gardener, I so enjoyed the
article “Flora Follows Function” regarding
the history and restoration of the Dell. It
is on my bucket list to visit this beautiful space at UVA, particularly the old
Lambeth garden. What a laudable effort.
Dorothy E. Smith (Educ ’61)
Tecumseh, Michigan

MAKING OLD DORMS
NEW AGAIN

I graduated in 1971 from the School of
Nursing, and my dad was a graduate of
the Medical School in the class of 1957.
We lived at Copeley Hill, where University
Hall is now and will be torn down. Let
me give a history lesson on Copeley Hill:
There were numerous rows of houses
(Army housing during WWII). We lived
there from 1951 to 1957, and it was the
perfect location for our father to walk to
classes and for our mother to work at the
Law School for Mr. [A.J. Gustin] Priest.
It is important to understand that one
“home” was connected to the next, and if
the walls could talk—what a memory!
Rosalie Emerick “Posie” Lewis (Nurs ’71)
Winchester, Virginia
Your article in the Fall issue brought back
pangs of nostalgia in this old Wahoo. I
was a counselor in the “new dorms” on
McCormick Road when they were first
opened. As I felt that the tradition of
coats and ties was going to fade away
with too few upperclassmen to set an
example, I made an appointment to
see University President Colgate Darden

Hoot, holler, and roar with
laughter as you whizz down the
mountain at The Plunge, the
largest tubing park in Virginia! Fly
solo or hook your tubes together
for an even bigger thrill as you
speed 900 feet down the slopes
in your groomed tubing lane.
It’s time for winter FUN - skiing,
snowboarding, Ridgely’s snow
play area, and of course, tubing!
Plus a full service spa, indoor
pool, fitness center, indoor
tennis, hot tubs, fire pits, and
six restaurants so you can really
relax.
Come for a weekend or stay the
week. We have lodging just right
for you, from studios, to condos,
to spacious homes with 3-9
bedrooms.
Get full resort access and
exclusive amenitites ONLY when
you book with Wintergreen
Resort.
Discover the magic of
Winter(green) Wonderland now.

wintergreenresort.com | 877.245.1770
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Charlottesville, VA
434-245-2211
Greenbrier, WV
304-956-5151
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Annapolis, MD
410-990-1700
Middleburg, VA
540-687-4646

Letters
to urge him to dilute the housing arrangements to ensure that there was a significant number of second- and third-years
in all dorm rooms.
In 1956, I returned to the University
to attend Law School and was a resident
adviser in one of the McCormick Road
dorms. My predictions to Mr. Darden were
already coming to fruition because few of
the dorm residents were properly attired
when leaving for class.
Malcolm Underwood (Col ’51, Law ’59)
Stuarts Draft, Virginia

HIDDEN NURSES

Thank you for the article about the black
nurses. I read it with great interest,
because, as a student at the University in
the early 1960s, I worked nights on and
off during 1962 and 1963 at the University
hospital as an orderly, and I no doubt
worked with many of the individuals mentioned in your article. Although time has
dimmed my memory of the names of most
of the individuals, I have many fond and
vivid memories of the pulse of the hospital
during the overnight hours and the dedication of black and white employees with
whom I worked. I worked primarily on the
orthopedic ward on the fifth floor and in
the emergency room.
I never did receive my degree from
Virginia (or anywhere else). My academic
career at UVA in the College of Arts &
Sciences was less than stellar. With
a little push from the University, I left
school in 1963 and went into the U.S.
Army, serving a tour of duty in Vietnam
in 1964 and ’65. I have great regrets that
I did not graduate from the University
or return later in an effort to finish, but I
have always considered myself a Wahoo
and a member of the class of 1964.
However, I did receive my degree vicariously when my son Adam graduated from
the UVA Engineering School in 2003.
Robert A. “Bob” Hess (Col ’64)
Winchester, Virginia

SOCIAL MEDIA

FIRST-GENS FIRST
[SPRING 2019]

Thank you for your article on firstgeneration students at UVA. I was a
first-generation student and shared many
of the same experiences and feelings
that the subjects in the article discussed.
However, I never knew that it was a
shared experience until I read your article.
Not only was I a first-generation college
student, I was also from a new immigrant
family. Thus there were financial issues
and also cultural issues shaping and
limiting my University experience. Other
than attending classes, I spent most of my
time away from Grounds, either working
part-time or due to family obligations. I
felt alienated from my fellow classmates,
and often lacked the confidence to pursue
social and academic extracurriculars.
I only wish there had been a group I
could have reached out to back then for
support. I am so happy to see that this
demographic and its unique experiences
have now been identified among the
University community and resources put
in place to help better their time at UVA.
Deepa Daryanani (Col ’94)
Toronto, Ontario

CLASS OF THE CLASSROOM
[WINTER 2018]

I am writing to acknowledge an act of
kindness on the part of my association
dean, Professor Marcus B. Mallett of the
Department of Philosophy. I was a major
in Romance Languages at the University,
with a special interest in Spanish literature. Because I was considering graduate
work in the field, I knew that it behooved
me to study in Spain. Unsure of how to
find a program, I sought the aid of Dean
Mallett. He went above and beyond his
area of expertise to investigate programs. His recommendation was the
Institute of European Studies—now the
Institute for the International Education
of Students. I took his advice and applied,

STAY CONNECTED
Social icon
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For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.
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EVENT SPACE

HOTEL & CONFERENCE
Welcome to UVA Inn at Darden, a popular destination for meetings, conferences,

and events in Charlottesville. A variety of indoor and outdoor spaces, in-house
culinary team, on-site accommodations, and garage parking are just a few of the

reasons planners love hosting at Darden. Contact our team to schedule a tour!
Events@InnatDarden.com
INNat DARDEN.COM/UVAALUMNI

434.297.6477 | Group Events & Meetings

14 V I RG I N I A M AGA Z I N E

|

WINTER 2019

434.243.5000 | Inn at Darden Hotel

Letters
and I received a scholarship. The program
included a holiday trip to Barcelona,
southern France, and Italy, and a Holy
Week trip to southern Spain, as well as
residence with a Spanish family and
classes at the University of Madrid. After
graduation, I studied at Johns Hopkins
University and received my doctorate in
1974. I have been teaching since then,
and currently I am in my 20th year at
Vanderbilt University, where I have been
extremely happy. As my 50th reunion
approaches, I think fondly of Dean
Mallett. I thanked him, but it seems
fitting to give him credit again for investing his valuable time and effort to help a
student and for giving me life-changing
counsel. I will always be grateful to him.
Edward Friedman (Col ’70)
Nashville, Tennessee

followed it in the South, are all part of the
University’s institutional and personal
heritage. We cannot simultaneously
revisit the past yet ignore the views, in
context, of those who lived it. Imagine the
University scrubbed of the contributions
of every individual who fails our hindsight
reassessment of their flawlessness. Was
Mr. Jefferson so imperfect a man that the
University should have no founder?
Removing Dr. Barringer’s name
entirely from the hospital he built discredits a good man, a medical innovator,
a devoted alumnus, a key player in the
University’s rebuilding and modernization.
It diminishes the University itself to purge
its own rich history in this manner.
Allen C. Barringer (Law ’72)
McLean, Virginia

BARRINGER WING

The Board of Visitors recently renamed
the Barringer Wing in the Medical Center
West Complex as the Dr. Francis Collins
Wing. Dr. Collins is worthy, but why is this
replacement called for? Dr. Barringer was
head of medical instruction from 1889
to 1907. As chairman of the faculty he
led the rebuilding of the Lawn after the
Rotunda fire and reorganization of the
University’s governance; but his proudest
achievement was founding the University
Hospital, which opened at his insistence
as a public health facility serving all races
in the Charlottesville community. Recent
attempts to disparage Dr. Barringer as
a “Professor of Eugenics” are plainly
intended to associate him with the
depravity of the Tuskegee Experiment,
which he never would have condoned. His
published views on the practical, societal
problem of under-educated, underemployed blacks in the post-War South
may not be fashionable today but his
recommendations prove my grandfather’s
opposition to Jim Crow apartheid.
This renaming seems at best to reflect
“that our college campuses should be
cleansed of names and artifacts that
awkwardly remind their students that
others in the past held values different
from their own [A. Kronman, Washington
Post 08/22/19].” The fact of slavery,
the many rationalizations concerning it,
and the years of racial segregation which
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home Court
advantage

Make Graduate Charlottesville your home this
basketball season. Right across from Grounds
on Main Street, our hotel is tailor-made for
Cavaliers.
• UVA-inspired design

• Pet friendly

• Rooftop restaurant
with amazing views

• Complimentary wi-fi

• On-site coffee shop

• Complimentary bike
rentals

Get 10% off your Group
rate when mentioned at
the time of booking.

1309 W Main St
Offer valid through 3/12/20.

1309 W Main St • 434 295 4333 • graduatehotels.com/charlottesville
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UDigest
THE
ROTUNDA’S
STAR TURN

Thomas Jefferson
envisioned the dome
“painted sky-blue and
spangled with gilt stars.”

BY DIANE J. MCDOUGALL

DAN GROGAN

E

ach evening, the Rotunda’s interior dome
transforms into a stylized
version of the night sky as
seen in Jefferson’s time,
thanks to the inspiration of three Ph.D.
students who are bringing Jefferson’s
early dream to life.
In plans dated as early as 1819, seven
years before the Rotunda was built,
Jefferson envisioned the dome “painted
sky-blue and spangled with gilt stars.”
The stars would be moved, by hand, by
an astronomy professor who was elevated to the concave ceiling during lectures. But the ambitious idea was later
scrapped, likely because of financial constraints, says Sam Lemley (Grad ’21).
If that dream had been executed,

Lemley says, the Rotunda would have
been the world’s first full-building
planetarium.
Today, the array of constellations visible in the Dome Room is created by projectors secreted along the upper gallery.
Lemley, Neal Curtis (Grad ’18, ’22)
and Madeline Zehnder (Grad ’22)
designed the space as part of a larger
exhibition, “Rotunda Planetarium:
Science and Learning in the University
of Virginia’s First Library.” Their goal is
to highlight that the building was meant
to be a vibrant space for multiple disciplines: as planetarium, library, museum,
even chemical laboratory.
The full exhibition, which opened in
November, will remain in place through
mid-February, augmented by lectures

and other events for the University and
Charlottesville communities. The planetarium itself is a permanent installation.
Display cases on the ground floor
also host astronomy instruments and
artifacts, library books that escaped
the 1895 fire, and natural history specimens of the same vintage as the original
museum, which the fire destroyed.
Lemley, Curtis and Zehnder received
a $30,000 grant from the Jefferson
Trust, an initiative of the UVA Alumni
Association, for their project.
“From a scholarly point of view,”
Lemley says, “[the exhibition] tells the
more complete story of the Rotunda’s
history, which I think is important. …
There [was] a lot more going on that we
think people will appreciate.”
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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UVA TAKES A TUMBLE
IN U.S. NEWS’ 2020 RANKINGS

This year’s sought-after rankings
place UVA as the fourth best public
university behind No. 1 University of
California, Los Angeles, No. 2 University
of California, Berkeley, and No. 3
University of Michigan. Overall, the
University fell from No. 25 to No. 28 on
the list of the best national universities,
one spot above the University of North
Carolina, which tied for No. 29.
“Rankings are something that do
not drive what we do and shouldn’t
drive what we do, but we obviously have
to pay attention to them,” says UVA
President James E. Ryan (Law ’92).
20 V I RG I N I A M AGA Z I N E
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“I’m competitive enough that if we are
going to be ranked, I’d like to be ranked
highly.”
U.S. News considers a variety of factors in its scoring, but emphasizes “outcomes,” which include retention and
graduation rates. UVA did well in some
of those categories. And, at 94 percent,
its average six-year graduation rate was
higher than any of the top three public
universities.
But at the top, even minor changes
can lead to a drop. “In this case, UVA performed worse in faculty resources and
graduation rate performance,” writes
U.S. News’ chief data strategist Robert
Morse in an email. And that superior
94 percent graduation rate was still a
point worse than last year and, more
directly affecting its ranking, four points
worse than the expected graduation rate
assigned to UVA, a seemingly impossible
98 percent.
UVA’s relatively small portion of
low-income Pell Grant students hurt
UVA in a new measure, “social mobility.” With data from federal Pell Grants,
that metric evaluates how well schools
serve low-income students. UVA tied at
No. 328. By comparison, UCLA sits at
No. 13, Berkeley is No. 70 and Michigan
comes in at No. 291.
Ryan says the new emphasis on
social mobility aligns with his recently
approved strategic plan and its emphasis on attracting and supporting firstgeneration and low-income students.
He says, “I’m pretty confident that we
will rise in the rankings, but at the same
time, a single ranking by U.S. News &
World Report—no one should ever let
that define an institution.”
This summer, UVA came in fourth
on Kiplinger’s list of best values in public colleges, and 10th in Money magazine’s Best Colleges for Your Money.

Poetic wins:
Dove, Dargan
take home
big honors for
their work
The Academy of American
Poets recently honored two
poets with UVA connections:
English professor Rita Dove, the
Pulitzer Prize-winning former
U.S. poet laureate, and Kyle
Dargan (Col ’02), one of Dove’s
former students.
Dove won the prestigious
Wallace Stevens Award for
“proven mastery” in poetry.
Dargan, an associate professor at American University,
took home the Lenore Marshall
Poetry Prize for his book
Anagnorisis. “Whenever Rita
wins something or achieves
something, I’m never surprised,”
Dargan said. “She’s a giant.”
Both said their honors shine
a light on UVA’s creative writing program. “Though it has
been listed as one of the top
creative writing programs in
the country, I think people
tend to think, ‘Oh, yeah, that’s
just numbers,’ ” Dove said.
“Here’s some proof in the pudding that our students consistently publish books and go
out and become really, really
well-respected writers. It’s just
great to see it shown in such a
dramatic fashion.”

GAGE SKIDMORE, SLOWKING

F

or the first time in nearly three
decades, UVA is no longer
one of the top three public
universities in the country,
according to the 2020 U.S. News Best
Colleges rankings released in September.
The University also tumbled out of U.S.
News’ top 25 list of national universities.

The Tonys Bennett

ROB G AR L AN D PHOTOG RAPHERS

Arts & Sciences
faculty OK
new College
curriculum

UVA KICKS OFF $5 BILLION CAMPAIGN
WITH A BIG HEAD START

W

ith national champion
men’s basketball coach
Tony Bennett passing the
microphone to a nearly as
well-known crooner of the same name, UVA
launched the public phase of its fundraising
campaign in October.
The older Tony Bennett had something to
sing about. UVA reports having already raised
$2.75 billion toward the Honor the Future
Campaign’s $5 billion goal, calculated from
2013, when the last capital campaign concluded.
The $5 billion target is ambitious. It ties
what may be the record for a public university

campaign goal, the University of Washington
having set that bar in 2016 for an initiative set to
conclude next year. The University of Michigan
surpassed $5 billion last year with a target of
$4 billion, according to Inside Higher Ed.
UVA’s campaign is built around President
James E. Ryan’s (Law ’92) vision to become
the top public university by 2030. (See
President’s Letter, Page 56.) Each school and
unit has its own stake in the campaign, including
the UVA Alumni Association, which has raised
$35 million toward its $70 million goal, according to Ashley Cullop (Col ’06, Curry ’10 ’12),
the Association’s chief development officer.

After a successful pilot
project, College of Arts &
Sciences faculty in October
voted to approve the first
major curriculum update in
four decades.
Next fall, all first-year
College students will take
four small, professor-led
seminars that focus on
ethics, creativity, scientific engagement and other
topics. Through their four
years, students also will be
required to satisfy new writing and math requirements
and take classes across a
swath of disciplines.
“The life of the mind
isn’t simply about a major. It
isn’t simply thinking about
a future job,” says Chad
Wellmon, a German studies professor and the new
curriculum’s co-director.
“These four years, hopefully,
will prepare them for a life
made fuller and richer by a
deeper, more reflective way
of living in the world.”

Data Science clears crucial hurdle to become UVA’s 12th school

SANJAY SUCH AK

Phil
Bourne

UVA’s data science program is
now the University’s 12th school,
thanks to approval from the State
Council of Higher Education for
Virginia in September. And its
dean is Phil Bourne, who arrived
at UVA in 2017 as director of the
then-Data Science Institute.
The school, made possible
with a record-breaking $120 million donation in January, will train
students to enter a fast-growing

field in which professionals analyze data to uncover solutions to
wide-ranging problems—from
education to brain disease.
Master’s degrees and certificate programs already are
offered, but the path forward
includes seeking approvals for
undergraduate and Ph.D. programs and the construction of
the school’s home along the
Emmet and Ivy corridor. The goal,

Bourne said, is to collaborate
with UVA faculty and students to
improve society.
“Community is a big part of
it,” said Bourne, formerly of the
National Institutes of Health and
the University of California, San
Diego. “We want to hear from
the community. We have limited
resources,” he said.
“But we want to do what’s
most impactful.”
Articles by Sarah Lindenfeld Hall
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG
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CRITICAL STORY PROMPTS
UVA HEALTH TO RETHINK
BILLING, COLLECTIONS

Health System vows indigent relief, less litigation
after report in The Washington Post

T

he University of Virginia
Health System continues to
revamp its billing and collection practices after a report
in The Washington Post that uncovered
aggressive tactics that left thousands
of patients—even some of the system’s
own employees—facing mounting bills
and lawsuits.
According to the investigation by
nonprofit news service Kaiser Health
News, the health system and its doctors
filed more than 36,000 lawsuits to recoup
more than $106 million from former
patients in the six years ending in June
2018. The lawsuits sought to recover a
wide range of debt—from $13.91 to as
much as $1 million—during most of that
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time period, according to the report.
The article detailed how the health
system had placed liens on homes and
property, garnished paychecks, seized
state tax refunds and blocked UVA
enrollment for students who owed
money. The practices, according to the
story, led some UVA patients and their
families to financial ruin.
Four days after the article was published in September, the health system
announced it would change its practices,
including pledging to reduce medical
bills for low-income patients and those
without insurance. Officials also said
they would find “workable repayment
plans” for patients instead of relying on
the legal system for debt collection.

UVA Health announced
the formation of a community advisory board
at the end of October. In
a news release, Dr. Chris
Ghaemmaghami, the UVA
Medical Center’s chief
medical officer and interim
CEO, said he looks to the
group of civic leaders, social
services providers and
UVA health care faculty,
students and staff to recommend “additional ways
we can better serve our
patients as well as improve
fairness and transparency.”
President James E. Ryan (Law ’92)
says he learned of the controversy a
month before the story broke. “I’m sorry
it took patients and families suffering to
bring this to our attention, but it’s leading to real change,” he says via email. He
adds, “To me, the sign of being great and
good is, when you discover a problem,
you address it honestly, and that’s what
the health system is doing now.”
Among the adjustments, the health
system said, it will provide some extra
relief for patients who owe money and
earn at or below 400 percent of the federal poverty line, or about $50,000 for
an individual and $103,000 for a family of four. UVA stopped short of saying
it would discontinue filing lawsuits, but
said it will sue only in cases where people earning more than 400 percent of
the federal poverty level owe more than
$1,000, “absent unusual circumstances.”
The changes will go into effect Jan. 1
with more actions to come, according to
the announcement. Leaders say they will
look for other ways to improve billing and collections, including how UVA
Health sets its prices.
—Sarah Lindenfeld Hall
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weddings / parties / golf outings
events@glenmorecountryclub.com
GLENMORECOUNTRYCLUB.COM

NEW OWNERS, RENOVATIONS & VIBE.

UVA Alum Ownership

membership@glenmorecountryclub.com

Non-resident membership rates available for UVA parents + alums
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AROUND ALUMNI HALL

With our eyes on

INVESTING

Honoring
our future

RIDLEY SCHOLARSHIP FUND

As 2019 comes to a close, we’re incredibly energized!
We cheered on the ’Hoos to two national championships, welcomed thousands of alumni back to Grounds,
launched new professional networks and created a
refreshed, more inclusive student engagement program.
We also welcomed a new class of ’Hoos to Grounds and
welcomed the class of 2019 to our young alumni ranks.
This fall, President Ryan embarked on an ambitious
plan to make UVA the preeminent public institution in
the nation, powered by the University’s Honor the Future
capital campaign. At the Alumni Association, we know it’s
important to invest in the future of our University—and
therefore the future of the UVA alumni community—by
attracting exceptionally talented students from all
backgrounds who will enrich the student and alumni
experience. The Ridley Scholars program is an incredible
example of how we do this.
Ridley, a merit-based program for African-American
students, is a vital tool in recruiting exceptional students
to Grounds. In addition to full tuition and fees, Ridley
scholars receive academic support, access to programs
like the National Outdoor Leadership School, custom
mentorship, and a community of 300+ alumni scholars
to tap into for support. The Alumni Association is the only
organization on Grounds that can support a scholarship
program like Ridley, and we are incredibly proud to do so.
Ridley is a testament to the amazing things that can
happen when alumni come together to pursue a passion
that enhances the University. As we look to Honor the
Future, we are excited to grow the program and our
support for students in the years to come.

A letter from a
Ridley alumnus

Dear Alumni Hall,

The deciding factor in my choice to
attend UVA was the Ridley Flagship
Scholarship. My time at UVA helped
me explore my passions and make
confident strides toward my goals.
The effort, time and care the Ridley
network poured into my holistic
development ultimately helped lead
me to law school.The Fund is a space
for opportunity. For me, being a
Ridley alumnus means continuing to
build and enrich this legacy, giving
back to the program what it gave
to me. I will feel Ridley’s positive
impact throughout my lifetime, and
every student welcomed into the Fund
deserves that too.

Jenifer G. Andrasko (Darden ’10)
President & CEO, UVA Alumni Association

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF MANAGERS
CHAIR
Louis A. Sarkes Jr., ’80, ’85
Gibson Island, Maryland

VICE CHAIR
Patricia K. Epps, ’74, ’79, ’83
Richmond, Virginia

MEMBERS
James G. Aldigé IV, ’03
Charlottesville
Cory L. Alexander, ’95
Crozier, Virginia
E. Ross Baird, ’07
Alexandria, Virginia

Susan K. Blank, M.D., ’95
Charlottesville
Jocelyn E. Diaz, ’99
Charlottesville
Jennifer S. Draper, ’91
Kansas City, Kansas
Brett J. Gallagher, ’83, ’87
Anna Maria, Florida
Tatia Daniel Granger, ’89, ’93
Williamsburg, Virginia
Thomas B.W. Hall, ’02, ’06
Richmond, Virginia
Kurt B. Harrison, ’87
Charlottesville
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Zena K. Howard, ’88
Cary, North Carolina
Thomas B. Mangas, ’90
Littleton, Colorado
Ashley Thompson Manning, ’98
Denver, Colorado
Charles W. McDaniel, ’86
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Maurie D. McInnis, ’88
Austin, Texas
Richard T. McKinless, ’79
Arlington, Virginia
Carolyn P. Meade, ’94, ’01
Charlotte, North Carolina

Courtney Byrd Metz, ’04
Washington, D.C.
Katherine A. Moore, ’99
New York, New York
Marc B. Moyers, ’77
Williamsburg, Virginia
M. Paul Nolde, ’01
Richmond, Virginia
Vishal M. Patel, ’00, ’04
Washington, D.C.
Martha S. Pellington, ’84
Lutherville, Maryland
R. Kennon Poteat III, ’01
Washington, D.C.

Frank J. Quayle III, ’69
Charlottesville
Clyde W. Robinson, ’89
Chevy Chase, Maryland
Charles Rotgin Jr., ’66
Charlottesville
Paul R. Shin, ’93, ’97, ’02
Washington, D.C.
Julious P. Smith Jr., ’68
Richmond, Virginia
Karen R. Stokes, ’82, ’85
Baltimore, Maryland
Bang H. Trinh, ’94
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Fatimah E. Williams, ’02
New Brunswick, New Jersey
Leslie H. Williams, ’00
Arlington, Virginia
Patricia B. Woodard, ’69
Charlottesville

EX-OFFICIO
M. Elizabeth Magill, ’95

University Provost
Whittington W. Clement, ’70, ’74
Richmond, Virginia
Stephen S. Crawford, ’86
Bronxville, New York

Douglas B. Smith, ’87
Midlothian, Virginia

YOUNG
ALUMNI COUNCIL
Christine Pajewski, ’14
President
Tamira Roberson, ’09
Vice President

‘‘

Ridley exists to attract the brightest African-American
students to UVA. The program builds a better university
community by helping scholars realize their potential as
global citizen leaders. Although Ridley is over 30 years old,
we’re just getting started. We hope to double the number of
scholars we serve by 2025, increasing our impact.
The Alumni Association works hand in hand with
dedicated alumni and friends to invest in scholars who will
make a significant impact in our society. Ridley scholars
have gone on to become community leaders, doctors,
writers, lawyers and more.
We are proud to have a robust
alumni community supporting
our scholars, alumni who are
passionate about making
UVA a premier institution
for all students and
lighting the path for future
scholars through learning,
leadership and legacy.
Marcus Martin Jr.
(Col ’02)
Director of Development,
Ridley Scholarship Fund

WITH
OUR EYES
ON THE
FUTURE

IN LAST YEAR’S
ALL-ALUMNI SURVEY,
you indicated that the Alumni
Association’s ability to provide
scholarships for underrepresented students is very
important. Ridley is critical to
providing that support.

300+

Ridley scholars supported by
the Alumni Association and
the Ridley Scholarship Fund
over the last 30 years

17

Ridley Scholars
currently on Grounds

1987

The year the Ridley
Scholarship Fund was
founded at UVA

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

#UVAalumni
alumni.virginia.edu
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Despite improvements
in safety, newer cars
still more dangerous for
women than for men
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RESEARCHERS TRY
TO OUTSWIM A TUNA

W

hat does it take to swim
like an actual fish?
To find out, a multidisciplinary team of
researchers, led by UVA mechanical
and aerospace engineering professor
Hilary Bart-Smith, designed and built
a robotic fish. Behold the Tunabot.
Modeled after a yellowfin tuna, the
Tunabot was designed to capture a
tuna’s “biological swimming” characteristics. The researchers were interested in tuna because the fish are
capable of both remarkable bursts of
speed—as fast as nearly 20 body lengths
a second, according to Bart-Smith—
but also of swimming long distances.
Understanding how a tuna does that
could lead to innovative new developments in underwater propulsion,
among other possible applications.
The researchers discovered that
a high-frequency tail flap is key—and
that how the body moves in concert
with that flap is also important. “It is
almost a ‘yin and yang’ type of thing,”
Bart-Smith says. The Tunabot, while
not yet equal in speed or efficiency to
its biological counterpart, has come
close enough in performance to affirm
a key principle underlying the team’s

The Tunabot, at top, is modeled after
a yellowfin tuna. Above, the flow of
water as the machine swims.

approach: “In order to really understand how biology swims, you really
have to design and build and test a platform that is able to achieve the characteristics of what biology is doing,” BartSmith says.
Learning from the current iteration,
“we have a much better understanding of what we need to do in order to
swim faster,” Bart-Smith says. In the
works now is Tunabot 2.0, with “gamechanging improvements,” she says.
“Our goal is not just to achieve what
biology has achieved, but to surpass it.”

CHRISTOP HER TYREE /U VA E NGINEERING

Here’s the good news: On the whole, automobiles are getting safer for their occupants. If you’re a seat-belted occupant of
a newer-model (2009 or later) car, you’re
less at risk of serious injury in a front-end
collision than in an older car.
Here’s the caveat: If you’re a woman,
you’re still at 73 percent greater risk of
serious injury than a man.
Those are two of the broad takeaways
from a study led by Jason Forman (Engr
’03, ’09), a principal scientist in UVA’s
Center for Biomechanics, published in July
in the journal Traffic Injury Prevention.
Drawing on crash and injury data from the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, the study looked at factors including type and severity of injury, age and
gender of injured occupants, and the body
region (such as head or lower extremity)
where injury occurred.
The data showed that for all drivers,
there was increased incidence of concussion as well as arm, forearm and skeletal
thorax injuries in the newer-model compared to older-model vehicles. However,
there was an overall decrease in lowerextremity—particularly ankle, foot and
knee—injuries. Yet it was in lowerextremity injuries that the researchers
found the most significant sex-related
difference.
Women’s greater risk for serious or
fatal injury was previously recognized in
a UVA study from 2011 drawn from data
gathered from 1998 through 2008. The
more recent study, covering data from
1998 through 2015, demonstrated that—
even when controlling for age, height,
body mass index and crash severity—the
elevated risk remained.

Discovery
Sugar habit: These
organisms armor
themselves in sugar

NO LIE: EVEN SMALL ACTS OF
DISHONESTY CAN TAKE A TOLL

JON KRAUSE

C

ould small acts of dishonesty—a face-saving lie, a few
pens pilfered from the office
supply cabinet—afflict the perpetrator with more than just a guilty conscience? A paper recently published
in Journal of Experimental Psychology:
General and co-authored by a Darden
School of Business associate professor
of business administration, Bidhan
Parmar, suggests they might.
Across a series of experiments, the
researchers found evidence indicating
that a small act of dishonesty in one
situation—such as lying about results
on a simple die-throwing game—could
impair a person’s “empathic accuracy,”
or “ability to accurately detect others’
emotions” in a subsequent situation.
What might explain this shift? As
the authors note, “dishonest actions
can trigger motivated moral disengagement, which creates a separation

between the self and others.” In other
words, when we are dishonest, our
focus turns toward rationalizing our
behavior to ourselves and away from
being attuned to others. Because being
able to accurately read the emotions
of those around us aids in our ability
to connect with them, a vicious cycle
can evolve, the authors suggest, in
which increasing distance from others
makes it easier to engage in dishonest
behavior, furthering disconnection. At
its most extreme, this disengagement
can lead a person to dehumanize others altogether.
Intriguingly, the research shows
that dishonesty might exact an indirect
toll, affecting your relationship not
only with those directly deceived, but
with everyone else as well. “Even small
acts of dishonesty,” the authors write
in a companion article in Scientific
American, “can go a long way.”

Edward Egelman, a professor of
biochemistry and molecular genetics,
studies ancient single-cell organisms
found in some of Earth’s most extreme
environments—like acid hot springs—
that are hostile to most forms of life. In
such inhospitable conditions, how do
“extremophiles” survive?
While studying one such organism,
Sulfolobus islandicus, Egelman and a team
of researchers examined the long, hairy
appendages called pili that, Rapunzel-like,
extend from the cell to many times its
length. The pili, says Egelman, “were indestructible using the normal lab techniques
we have for taking things apart”—including
boiling in lye. What extraordinary substance, they wondered, could provide such
impenetrable protection?
After nearly a year of work, they found
an unexpected answer: sugars. “There was
just a massive amount of sugars chemically bound to the surface of these filaments,”
says Egelman, a discovery that—“as far
as we know,” he emphasizes—has not yet
been observed elsewhere in nature.
How the organism goes about assembling its sugary suit of armor, “we don’t
know anything about,” Egelman says. “It’s
not simply ‘Shake ’n Bake,’ where you roll
these things in sugars.”
And what is the significance of this
finding? While Egelman notes there certainly could be long-term practical applications—perhaps in these sugar-shielded pili
will be found the secret to indestructible
new materials—what interests him is not
the answers, but the questions. “The most
important takeaway,” he says, “is that
there is so much about life on Earth that
we still don’t understand.”

Articles by Caroline Kettlewell
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THE

JEFFERSON
PROGRESSION

What four new books say about Jefferson, UVA, and our times
BY S. RICHARD GARD JR.

T

wenty-mile-per-hour winds pressed on
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt inside the

grandstand when he dedicated the Thomas Jefferson
Memorial, as did the national mood. Wartime weighed
on public spirits and complicated just about every
aspect of a ceremony intended to lift them.

STATUE PHOTOS BY ADAM EWING
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Organizers of the event wanted to display the original
Declaration of Independence, except that it had been removed
from the capital in the weeks after Pearl Harbor, according to
the National Park Service account. A military detail had to
be sent to retrieve it from its secret location, the U.S. Bullion
Depository at Fort Knox. Under the dome of the memorial, a
U.S. Marine cordon stood 24-hour watch over one of the dearest of national treasures, the handwritten, signed parchment,
sealed in a bulletproof case. The Marines had placed it at the
feet of a 19½-foot statue of its author.
They were feet of plaster. It was artist Rudulph Evans’ prototype, painted brown for the occasion. Wartime shortages would
postpone a bronze casting of Jefferson for four more years.
Shortly after noon on that Tuesday, FDR steadied himself behind a lectern along the Tidal Basin and reintroduced a
national radio audience to a faded historical figure. The president’s words would linger in the air for more than a generation: “To Thomas Jefferson, Apostle of Freedom, we are paying
a debt long overdue.” The date was April 13, 1943—Jefferson’s
200th birthday.
And his rebirth.
Merrill D. Peterson, Jefferson biographer and a giant on the
UVA history faculty in the latter 20th century, called the FDR
dedication “the most important thing to happen to Jefferson
since July Fourth 1826,” his death date on the Declaration’s
semicentennial. The “Apostle of Freedom” moment ushered in
the golden era of Jefferson’s image in the works of scholars and
the minds of Americans. That same year Dumas Malone began
his nearly 40-year labors on his rich and reverent six-volume
biography of Jefferson, Jefferson and His Time, publishing
the first installment in 1948. Two years after that, Princeton
University scholar Julian P. Boyd would publish the first set
of the Thomas Jefferson Papers. Like Malone’s, Boyd’s work
was groundbreaking, meticulous and enamored of its subject.
During the climb out of the Great Depression, the fighting of World War II and into the Cold War, Jefferson became
the embodiment of American ideals—liberty, equality,
democracy, reason and the overthrow of tyranny. He was
Thomas Jefferson statesman, philosopher, architect, inventor, the Sage of Monticello. If you took your degree from the
University up through roughly 1990, that
was the Mr. Jefferson you studied, came to
know and heard spoken of as if he were in
the next room.
That’s not the Jefferson historians write
about today. Four new books this season
offer new perspectives on Jefferson and
the early University of Virginia. The two
most significant, representing significant
advances in Jefferson scholarship, are the
harshest. The third, a collection of essays
on the founding, is the widest ranging.
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But it’s the fourth that holds the key to gaining perspective
on the other three. It’s a history of the history of Jefferson, a
meta look at how UVA’s founder has been portrayed across a
more than 200-year arc of memoir and biography. It provides
vital context to understanding the ongoing Jefferson progression—why, when and how treatment of Thomas Jefferson
shifted from Apostle of Freedom to the new apostasy.

J E F F E R S O N , I N F O U R S TA G E S

That organizing framework appears in Thomas Jefferson’s
Lives: Biographers and the Battle for History (University of
Virginia Press, 2019, 311 pages, $35), edited by U.S. Military
Academy history professor Robert M.S. McDonald (Col ’92).
Central to the essay collection is University of Edinburgh historian Francis D. Cogliano’s assessment of UVA historian
Peterson. Cogliano, a Massachusetts expat, furthers a thesis
he has developed over the years, outlining the four stages of
Jefferson’s image and reputation.
It begins with Stage 1, from Jefferson’s death through the
Civil War, 1826 through 1865. During that period, contemporary assessment of Jefferson was partisan, depending on
the beholder’s views of North vs. South, abolition vs. slavery,
Federalism vs. Republicanism.
Stage 2 begins with Reconstruction, when America
had a falling out with Jefferson, or at least had lost interest. His theories on states’ rights, secession and rebellion
no longer captured the imagination, and his musings on an
agrarian, small-government republic had become out of step
with a strengthening central government and industrial
economy. Jefferson’s retreat from public consciousness
lingered roughly through the Depression.
Stage 3, Cogliano argues, came into its own that windy day

That Mr. Jefferson
we studied and
heard spoken of as
if in the next room
is not the Jefferson
historians write
about today.
What changed?

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Wartime shortages postponed a
bronze casting of the Jefferson
Memorial statue until 1947.
Here, a workman disassembles
the painted plaster stand-in
that FDR had dedicated in 1943.

in 1943 by the Tidal Basin. It coincides with the ascendance
of Malone’s influence in the field, the subject of a companion
essay in Thomas Jefferson’s Lives by R.B. Bernstein, a lecturer
in law and politics at the City College of New York.
Malone joined the UVA history faculty in 1926 and in 1959
became the first in a distinguished line of Thomas Jefferson
Foundation professors of history. Malone’s approach to
Jefferson was old-school. As Bernstein puts it, “Malone’s
volumes comprise an elegant case for an earlier interpretation of Jefferson—less critical, more admiring, less sensitive
to issues of race and slavery, more partisan in chronicling his
political career.” In the course of publishing his six-part biography of Jefferson, Malone collected a Pulitzer, plaudits and, by
the time of Volume Six, The Sage of Monticello, in 1981, increasingly critical reviews.
Malone had given up UVA’s Thomas Jefferson chair in history 19 years earlier to devote more time to his biography and
to make room for the newly recruited Peterson to succeed
him. Peterson contrasted Malone’s Southern gentleman with
the sensibilities of a New Deal liberal. Even so, while Peterson
faulted Jefferson’s views on race, he held to Stage 3 orthodoxy
that Jefferson consistently opposed slavery and even laid the
groundwork for its eventual abolition. Cogliano explains, “This
view is central to the third-stage interpretation of Jefferson,
for it allows him to remain the premier American exponent of
democratic values while addressing the challenge that slavery
poses to his legacy.”
Together, Malone and Peterson represented a powerful
force in Jefferson scholarship. Bernstein, in his assessment
of Malone, and Cogliano, in his companion piece on Peterson,
both make the case that their subjects’ work holds up today.
Except where it doesn’t. Bernstein characterizes Malone’s
Jefferson and His Time as a flawed masterpiece. Malone and
Peterson shared at least two blind spots in their assessment
of Jefferson. First, neither liked to look upon Jefferson as a

political operator. They preferred to regard
him as a statesman. Peterson’s protagonist, Cogliano writes, “is very much a thirdstage Jefferson, the nonpartisan epitome of
American values.”
The other blind spot, of course, was race
and, more personally, Jefferson’s relationship with Sally Hemings. Rumors of his
having fathered children with his enslaved
house servant, his deceased wife’s half-sister, had dogged Jefferson back to the 1790s
and throughout his political life. For all
their professional curiosity, neither historian showed interest in evaluating the evidence or its full implications. Rather,
they dismissed out of hand what they considered an old political smear. Volume Four of Malone’s series includes a special addendum refuting what he called “the Miscegenation
Legend.” Writes Bernstein, “This appendix caused Malone
more trouble than anything else he wrote about Jefferson,
because the Hemings controversy would not go away.”
Peterson, a critic of Jefferson’s racial views and an outspoken supporter of the civil rights movement, asserted what
Cogliano describes as a character defense, that Jefferson
couldn’t have taken an enslaved mistress because it would
have been out of character. More generally, Peterson took a
more formal approach to his biography, keeping focused on
Jefferson’s public life rather than veering into private matters.

H I S T O R Y G E T S I N T I M AT E

Then came what Cogliano identifies as Stage 4. Just as a World
War II and Cold War mindset predisposed academe and
country for the Apostle of Freedom Jefferson, so did the civil
rights, Vietnam and post-Watergate iconoclasm of the 1960s
and 1970s spur a new skepticism and questioning of received
wisdom. In truth, some of that had already been going on.
Cogliano is quick to disclaim that his stages overlap, the start
and end dates imprecise—“they’re broad categories, rather
than … prescriptive boxes,” he said in an interview.
Fawn M. Brodie’s 1974 Thomas Jefferson: An Intimate
History wasn’t the first Stage 4 treatment of Jefferson, but
it was the most dramatic. A less-credentialed historian than
Malone and Peterson (she had a master’s degree from the
University of Chicago rather than an Ivy League Ph.D.), Brodie
was the opposite of old-school. She was a Freudian, willing
to draw inferences, for example from what little is known
of Jefferson’s relationships with his parents. Her study of
Jefferson’s intimate relationship with Sally Hemings became
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a New York Times bestseller and a cultural phenomenon.
And it gave the Jefferson establishment fits. Annette
Gordon-Reed, the Harvard University legal historian who
won a Pulitzer for her authoritative research into the Hemings
family, contributes an essay on Brodie to Thomas Jefferson’s
Lives. She titled the chapter “That Woman,” a callout to how
Jefferson papers editor Julian Boyd purportedly referred to the author of An
Intimate History. That book, GordonReed writes, “forever changed the way
historians and others write about the
personal life of Jefferson.”
Brodie broke new ground in two
important ways. First, she was willing to
give weight to African American voices in
the Jefferson story, namely the Hemings
family oral histories, and allowed them to
challenge how Jefferson’s white descendants liked to portray him. Gordon-Reed
writes, “Brodie put the words of people who had been enslaved
on par with the people who had enslaved them.”
Second, and related, Brodie’s work unstuck Jefferson biography from a chronology flaw. An overreliance on source material from Jefferson’s white grandchildren gave Stage 3 Jefferson
the character of a stately and loving grandfather through all
phases of his life. That cohort of family members knew him
during his later years, decades after the Hemings sexual relationship is believed to have begun in Paris. That Jefferson,
Gordon-Reed writes, “was a man in the prime of his life whose
senses had been reawakened in a new setting after the devastating loss of his wife and the professional pain he suffered due
to his disappointing tenure as governor of Virginia.”
Brodie died in 1981, before seeing her work vindicated
during the 1990s, chiefly through Gordon-Reed’s Hemings
research, and then through the 1998 DNA testing of Jefferson’s
and Hemings’ direct descendants, which resulted in general
acceptance that Thomas had fathered Sally’s children.
The transition from Stage 3 to Stage 4 was complete. As
Cogliano describes this new epoch, “For many historians,
increasingly concerned with questions of class, gender, and,
especially where Jefferson was concerned, race, his limitations
seemed more important than his achievements.”
The line of succession of the UVA history department’s
prestigious Thomas Jefferson chair personifies the progression of Jefferson historiography. Peter S. Onuf took over for
Peterson as UVA’s third Thomas Jefferson Foundation historian in 1993. Onuf was an early supporter of Gordon-Reed’s
work and would later collaborate with her on the multifaceted
Jefferson biography Most Blessed of the Patriarchs in 2016.
Cogliano describes Onuf’s influence in Jefferson scholarship
as profound, especially through his teaching. Speaking from
Edinburgh, Cogliano says, “There’s a very long list of Peter’s
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Ph.D. students who have kind of reshaped the field.” Thomas
Jefferson’s Lives is dedicated to Onuf and arose from an academic conference held in his honor in 2012, the year Onuf took
emeritus status on the history faculty. Far removed from his
Stage 3 predecessors, Onuf took what Brown University historian Gordon S. Wood calls in the book’s afterword “an ironical stance toward Jefferson: what else could he do with the
slaveholding aristocrat who has become the nation’s supreme
spokesman for democracy?”

E N T E R TAY L O R , S TA G E 4

That irony is on full display in Thomas Jefferson’s Education
(W.W. Norton & Co., 2019, 426 pages, $29.95), an important
new work by the fourth and current occupant of the Thomas
Jefferson history chair, Alan Taylor. He came to UVA to succeed
Onuf in 2014 and almost immediately got to work on the book,
taking a break that spring to collect his second Pulitzer in history for his previous title.
For this one, Taylor says, he set out to explore the political dynamics of the first attempts to fund public education in
Virginia. It’s a path that invariably led him to recount the founding of the University, but in a way that locates it in the political
and cultural context of the new nation and, more pointedly, Old
Virginia, slavery’s largest state with 40 percent of the population under the yoke.
“I want to read the papers of lots of other people who are
around Jefferson in Virginia, who are involved in politics, and to
read the newspapers, not just for when Jefferson is mentioned,
but just to understand how the society is working,” Taylor says
of his method, “and so to embed Jefferson much more in a
broader world of other people than I think is the usual case.”
Far removed from the elegiac origin story found in Malone’s
Sage of Monticello or Virginius Dabney’s history, Mr. Jefferson’s
University, both published in 1981, Taylor’s is a Stage 4 tell—
unsentimental, unsparing and often contrapuntal to some of
UVA’s most cherished lore.
Can’t we at least revel in the beauty of UVA’s neoclassical architecture? It’s not that kind of book. As Taylor reports
it, Jefferson’s pursuit of Palladian perfection sucked up all the
money for anything else. It forced UVA to charge the highest tuition in the country, inclined it to do away with admissions prerequisites and prevented it from awarding financial aid. So much
for the Jeffersonian ideal of building classes based on merit
instead of means. It foreordained a student body of plantation
princelings—wealthy, riotous, slave-owning underachievers.
Citizen leaders would have to come later. Jefferson aspired
to train up the next generation of Jeffersons to accomplish the
reforms he could not, abolition foremost. But, Taylor notes,
Jefferson paired it with an equal and incompatible goal. Wary
of the rise of Northern federalism, Jefferson also aimed for his
University to bulwark Southern culture and influence, to preserve the slave system at least until Southerners were ready to
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reform it themselves. In effect, he wanted students to be both
radical reformers and defenders against change. They proved
better at the latter, setting in motion what would become UVA’s
growing allegiance with the Confederacy.
Not even the Jeffersonian ideal of an Academical Village,
of students and faculty living side-by-side in a community of
learning, remains sacred in Taylor’s telling. The student rooms
proved too small, too hot and too public to accommodate scholastics, and the pavilions subjected the faculty to the perils of
proximity. Francis W. Gilmer, a tortured soul and one of the
book’s more colorful characters, turned down an early teaching appointment because of the living arrangements. He wrote
to a friend, “But to put me down in one of those pavilions is to
serve me as an apothecary would a lizard or beetle in a phial of
Whiskey, set in a window, & corked tight.”
From the historical record, Taylor pieces together a dystopian world, an asylum run by the inmates, in UVA’s case
Southern wastrels bred to have a ruthless air of superiority
and a hair-trigger sense of umbrage. From faculty minutes
he recites the incident of a student’s beating a hotel server for
muttering something when upbraided for bringing him rancid
butter. And he gives the report of a group of students stripping
and beating a local tavern sex slave they said gave them a venereal disease. The faculty board placated her aggrieved owner,
the only recognized injured party, by having the young men pay
him $10, less than the punishment for damaging a library book.
Taylor is a gifted writer, able to animate dusty primary
materials into a fast and lean narrative. There’s a certain justthe-facts economy to his prose, punctuated with New England–
style wry asides. It’s a stern approach that doesn’t afford much
opportunity to gain a sense of joy or marvel in Jefferson’s profound influence on this university, on higher education and, by
extension, on the course of human events.
You won’t find the Jefferson Memorial’s 19½-foot Apostle
of Freedom in the book, other than the feet of clay. By his last
two years, UVA’s first academic sessions, Jefferson experienced
increasing pain and increasing doses of laudanum. “I see him
as a tragic figure, which is not how we usually see Jefferson,”
Taylor tells Virginia Magazine. “I see how his fortune vanishes.
He’s left saddled with debt, his ambitions to leave something
secure for his grandchildren shattered. He sees the country
changing in ways he’s not comfortable with. He sees the students at his University not behaving in the ways he expected
them to behave. At the end it’s really very sad.”
While Jefferson’s opposition to slavery is an article of faith
in the Stage 3 histories, Taylor depicts Jefferson as weak and
ineffectual on the subject, spinning increasingly impractical
and inhumane reforms, in Taylor’s words, “to whiten Virginia.”
One proposal would have had the state buy newborn slaves
from their owners, relocate the separated children to Haiti,
and let the enslaved adult population eventually die off. Taylor
writes, “By drafting ever more detailed emancipation plans in
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his study, Jefferson sustained his claim to champion black freedom—provided it was far away from Virginia and he did not
have to expend any political capital to push it.”
Still, if you tilt the book just so, you can see flashes of
Jefferson’s charm and ingenuity. There’s Jefferson outmaneuvering Washington and Lee University’s predecessor to secure
the state charter for his Central College, and then checkmating
William and Mary before it could get a competitive foothold in
Richmond. Most poignantly, there’s Jefferson coming down the
mountain from his sickbed to confront students after an infamous riot. The great man’s tears alone coaxed confessions from
14 shaken young men. You see Jefferson, near his final months,
disarming would-be troublemakers by hosting small groups of
students for Sunday dinners at Monticello.

OUT OF HIDING, INTO HISTORY

There is nothing charming about the Jefferson who appears in
Educated in Tyranny: Slavery at Thomas Jefferson’s University
(University of Virginia Press, 2019, 259 pages, $29.95). The
book changes our way of seeing. Where before we looked
upon the Lawn and saw the beauty of the
architecture’s classical orders, now we see
the disorder of the oppressed and their
oppressors. The scene goes from stylized
Stage 3 Technicolor to stark Stage 4 black
and white.
The collection of essays, the culmination of UVA research formally underway
since 2012, is edited by Louis P. Nelson, a
UVA vice provost and architectural history professor, and Maurie D. McInnis
(Col ’88), who left the UVA faculty in 2016
to become the provost of the University of Texas at Austin. (Full
disclosure: She serves on the UVA Alumni Association board.)
The book’s full focus on race, its commitment to telling a
long-silent African American story, makes it quintessentially
Stage 4, which is to say a rebuke to Stage 3. “For decades a fairly
simple narrative, one that focused on the genius and creativity
of Jefferson’s designs, dominated the early history of Thomas
Jefferson’s university,” McInnis writes in the introduction.
“Changing this narrative and uncovering this history has been
a multiyear effort of many individuals.”
What stands out is the array of disciplines and talents brought
to bear to recreate history from discarded shards and restore
humanity to people the record rarely refers to by name. The
team of contributors includes experts in history, archaeology,
architecture, urban planning and historic preservation, practitioners as well as academics. Nelson tells Virginia Magazine,
“So many of these chapters are co-authored because it really did
require different disciplinary minds coming together.”
Nelson, for example, collaborated with UVA historic preservation project manager James Zehmer (Arch ’02) for

the essay on UVA’s original construction. They write,
“[T]he question is not ‘What was built by enslaved
labor?’ but rather ‘What was not?’ ” For the chapter
“Everyday Life in the Yard,” which encompasses the
workspaces beautified more than 100 years later into
the Lawn’s gardens, Nelson teamed up with veteran
UVA archeologist Ben Ford (Grad ’97, ’98). Among
other techniques, the two use drone-assisted aerial
imagery and three-dimensional computer modeling,
drawing on the resources of the several-year Jefferson’s
University–Early Life digital-history project (which
receives funding from the Alumni Association’s
Jefferson Trust). The technology enables them to site
slave-labor kitchens and laundries and even posit the light-andshadow sight lines of how masters maintained surveillance and
slaves avoided it.
Educated in Tyranny presents Jefferson as either too
unthinking or too ashamed to design proper accommodations
for the teeming population of enslaved domestics his village
would foreseeably draw to the Grounds. The book describes
early UVA as the worst of two worlds: a plantation with
urban overcrowding. In their chapter “Landscape of Slavery,”
Nelson and McInnis cite census records to put the enslaved
population at 125 to 200 at any given time. They cross-reference those numbers with floor plans, physical evidence of
habitation and documentary references to show that workers
must have slept crammed together in groups of four to eight,
sometimes more, in lofts, unventilated cellars and other barely
habitable corners of the early buildings. They write, “These are
the spaces that shaped everyday life for the vast majority of the
enslaved African Americans who lived, labored, and died at the
University of Virginia.”
That was when they could find respite. The chapter
“Violence” opens with a student in 1856 beating a 10-year-old
girl to unconsciousness for seeming disrespectful. The essay,
which McInnis wrote, elaborates on themes found in Taylor’s
book—volatile plantation heirs and cowering faculty administrators. The professors forgave the assailant after he apologized to them, not to the girl, and not, in that instance, to
her owner. Children and adults “had not one master but hundreds,” McInnis writes. “It meant that enslaved people were
daily subject to the arbitrary actions of faculty, hotelkeepers,
and students, and the commands of these different groups were
frequently contradictory, making navigating daily life fraught
with peril for those enslaved at UVA.”
The abuse followed African Americans to the grave. The
most gruesome chapter is UVA history professor Kirt von
Daacke’s (Col ’97) report on the Anatomical Theater, the medical building Jefferson added to his plans, a subject covered in
the Spring 2017 Virginia Magazine. Jefferson saw human dissections as essential to medical education. Four other Virginia
medical schools would get the same idea, which made finding

Educated in Tyranny
changes our way of
seeing. As we look at
the Lawn, the scene
goes from stylized
Technicolor to stark
black and white.
cadavers during the 19th century an increasingly competitive
undertaking. The specimens most easily acquired came from
the communities least able to object. In the South that meant
African Americans, enslaved and free, fresh in the ground. (In
the North, medical grave robbers targeted the indigents in potter’s fields.) Von Daacke documents tales of medical students,
professors, mercenary “resurrectionists” and the infamous
enslaved helper Anatomical Lewis scouring black cemeteries
throughout Virginia.
Assembling history from a scant record—events originally
dismissed as unremarkable, and later avoided as uncomfortable—requires Educated in Tyranny to engage in a fair degree
of interpolation and informed supposition. The essayists are
good about showing their work and explaining their assumptions. One of the bigger leaps occurs in the “Anatomical” chapter. Von Daacke draws a through line from Jefferson’s notorious
1785 musings about black biological inferiority to the fact that
his medical school would work primarily with black cadavers
more than 40 years later. Von Daacke asserts that UVA medical professors acquired African American corpses not just out
of convenience but deliberately to conduct studies that would
prove Jefferson’s racial theories. The thesis might seem in line
with the faculty’s racial attitudes on record throughout the 19th
century and UVA’s later embrace of eugenics by the turn of the
20th, but without direct evidence, it still seems speculative.
Von Daacke continues to accumulate circumstantial support. “We just don’t have the clear evidence that people are
saying that that’s what was going on then,” he says. “We’re
expecting them just to write it down and say exactly what
they’re doing, and they don’t have to, because I think the context of the time makes it unnecessary to actually always say out
loud exactly what’s going on.”

C A L L I T S TA G E 3 ½

T h e F o u n d i n g o f T h o m a s J e f f e r s o n ’s U n i v e r s i t y
(University of Virginia Press, 2019, 341 pages, $29.95)
results from a pair of 2018 conferences tied to the UVA
bicentennial. Historians John A. Ragosta (Law ’84,
Grad ’08), Onuf and Andrew J. O’Shaughnessy—all
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affiliated with Monticello’s Jefferson studies program—edited
the anthology.
It carefully navigates between Stage 3 and Stage 4, trying
to balance recognition of Jefferson with a sense of reckoning.
Western Washington University history professor Johann N.
Neem (Grad ’99, ’04) presents an essay on Jefferson’s visionary design of a curriculum to develop knowledge and critical
thinking, not simply glib orators. For the section “Building an
Idealized Academical Village,” Jefferson Papers associate editor Ellen C. Hickman contributes a piece on Jefferson’s deft
hand in making his figment of a college in a curious location
seem the ineluctable choice for a University of Virginia.
Yet the same section includes an essay by McInnis, adapted
from Educated in Tyranny, to tell the violent story of UVA’s
slave past. For the section “Young Leaders of the Republic,”
UVA associate professor and Special Collections researcher
Ervin L. Jordan Jr. devotes a full chapter to a dramatized version of the rancid-butter incident mentioned in Taylor’s book.
Taylor himself contributes material from Thomas Jefferson’s
Education, though it focuses on William and Mary, setting the
stage for the coming UVA.
Thomas Jefferson’s University makes sure to represent Stage
4 thinking, but it also pushes back against it. The introduction
to the section on “Jefferson’s Mind for the University” cites the
Anatomical Theater as an example of his vision “to institute the
best possible practical curriculum on a solid scientific foundation.” It doesn’t get into the business of how UVA came by
its anatomical specimens or speculate whether there was an
ulterior interest in targeting African American graves. In the
book’s final chapter, “Final Thoughts: The University Survives,”
the editors challenge the notion that Jefferson founded UVA
primarily to preserve Southern slave culture. They write, “The
University’s legacy of slavery must be explored, understood,
and confronted, but it is not the legacy that drove Jefferson’s
initial commitment to a university, nor the one that he
intended to leave.”

S TA G E 5 : A R E W E T H E R E Y E T ?

That kind of scholarly whipsawing in Thomas Jefferson’s
University demonstrates the ongoing tension between Stage 3
celebration of Jefferson’s great feats and
Stage 4’s calling him to account for his
great failings. This conscious mediating
of perspectives raises the prospect that
we may have crossed into a new phase of
Jefferson history-telling.
Cogliano, the leading proponent of
this historiographic sequencing, allows
for a Stage 5 in his analysis. He describes
it in a footnote in his Thomas Jefferson’s
Lives essay on Peterson as “a nuanced
reassessment of Jefferson that has
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moved beyond the attack/defense paradigm.”
You can find strains of Stage 5 in at least two of the works
reviewed here, as they try to find a dialectic resolution between
Stage 3 (Jefferson as hero) and Stage 4 (Jefferson as hypocrite)
to arrive at Stage 5 synthesis (Jefferson as complex historical
figure). Even Taylor, in his introduction to Thomas Jefferson’s
Education, takes stock, if briefly, of “the cherished parts of
Thomas Jefferson’s legacy.”
Educated in Tyranny makes no pretense of attempting to
solve Thomas Jefferson. There’s still much Stage 4 inquiry to
complete. The book was published in August, but the project of
uncovering UVA slavery history continues.
Maybe it’s too soon to move on to a next, more nuanced
stage. Gordon-Reed, often associated with Stage 4 for her work
authenticating the Sally Hemings story, puts it this way: “We
talk about truth and reconciliation. There has to be truth first,
and that’s the process we’re in now.”
Nonetheless, Gordon-Reed supports a Stage 5 approach
to Jefferson studies. Indeed, Cogliano and Taylor point to her
as its embodiment. She describes this sensibility as a more
mature, realistic approach to assessing Jefferson, rejecting
what she calls childish hero worship but also sparing him from
“the judgments that people are making today about, you know,
somebody who was born in 1743.” None of the country’s other
founders had as profound an influence on the country, nor
accomplished so much in his life, she says, citing in particular
the founding of what would become a great university, however
inauspicious its beginnings.
“The more I’ve worked on him as a subject matter, I would
say the more impressed I am,” Gordon-Reed says. “I’m less
hard on him today than I was when I first started writing.”
Stage 5 asks whether we as a culture are able to hold two
opposing ideas in our minds simultaneously. Can we strive to
gain a multifaceted understanding of the both/and of Jefferson
and resist inclinations to choose either/or? Are we, as alumni,
willing to place Educated in Tyranny, with its well-documented
accounts of squalor, abuse and inequity, but also its interpolations and suppositions, on the same shelf as that set of Dumas
Malone we got as a graduation gift, replete with its encyclopedic scholarship but also its old-school obduracy? Can we
appreciate Taylor’s chronicle of the dystopic reality of early
UVA and, even if the author doesn’t afford us the opportunity,
find worth and modern resonance in Jefferson’s quest?
Or Stage 5 is not synthesis and resolution, but simply a
phase we’re going through, a stop along the way to Stage 6,
when the zeitgeist casts Jefferson in yet a different light. “Our
ever-evolving understanding of Jefferson has at least as much
to do with us and our concerns as it does with him and his
achievements,” West Point historian Robert McDonald, editor
of Thomas Jefferson’s Lives, says via email. “He’s a perpetual
hostage of an ever-advancing present.”
S. Richard Gard Jr. (Col ’81) is editor of Virginia Magazine.
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG

45

PHOTOS COURTESY DONNA HAMILTON AND KEVIN SUBER; PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE HEDBERG

26 V I RG I N I A M AGA Z I N E

|

WINTER 2019

“OUR
FRONT
PORCH
STOOP”
THE BLACK BUS STOP
GAVE UVA STUDENTS
REFUGE IN DECADES
PAST BY DENISE WATSON
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L

auren Davis was
well aware of
the University of
Virginia’s complicated racial
legacy when she accepted a full scholarship in 1997.
“I did not revere Jefferson,” says
Davis (Col ’02).
Still, she wasn’t prepared for what
she saw during her walk to her first
classes. She stopped by a stone marker
near her dorm and read the text: “This
area contains unmarked graves believed
to be those of slaves.”
The idea that enslaved African
Americans literally built the facilities—
only to have more buildings cover their
bones—angered Davis then, and still
does.
“That set the tone for the time I was
there at UVA,” Davis says.
W h e n s h e f e lt i s o la ted a t th e
University, though, she found refuge in
an unlikely place: a bus stop.
On the University map, the two signs
are marked as the Monroe and Garrett
Hall UTS stops on McCormick Road. But
since the late 1970s, the area surrounding those signs has been known as the
“Black Bus Stop.”
On any given day you might see dozens of people there, but only a few were
waiting for the shuttle.
For many African American students,
the Black Bus Stop was the place to find
the familiar after a day of being perhaps
the only minority in class. Alumni have
described it as “our front porch stoop,”
“the black Red Carpet,” the “outdoor student union,” the “family gathering spot,”
the “place where we could be ourselves.”
Depending on the generation, the
BBS (or BB to more recent graduates)
could be on either side of McCormick.
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It often became both when hundreds
of students filled the cobblestone wall
and the flights of nearby stairs, or
leaned on trees and soaked up time with
one another.
The Advisory Committee on the
Future of the Historic Landscape at the
University is working on commemorating historically significant people and
places. The Black Bus Stop has been
proposed as one of those. The Kappa
Rho Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta paid
its own homage to the spot in 2013: Delta
was the college’s first African American
sorority when it formed in 1973, and the
sorors—sisters—placed a bench near the
cobblestone wall for the chapter’s 40th
anniversary.
No one is exactly sure when or why
this patch of land in the University’s
1,682 acres became this harbor. Black
alumni say they know only that it
was necessary.

D

onna Johnson (Col ’84)
bubbles as soon as she
starts to reminisce about
her days at the BBS.
“Oh, it was a big social scene—a lot of
fun, a lot of cutting up. It was like a big
parade,” Johnson says. “It was a parade
of fun, smart black folks. For me, I found
my tribe.”
The world now knows about the
iconic space thanks to UVA art professor Kevin Jerome Everson and History
Department chair Claudrena N. Harold,
who created the nine-minute film Black
Bus Stop to honor it. The film debuted in
January at the 2019 International Film
Festival Rotterdam in the Netherlands.
In June, the film received the jury award
at the Vienna International Short Film
Festival, and it was screened at the New
York Film Festival in October.

Harold says she could not pinpoint
through research when the Black Bus
Stop came to be, or how it got its name,
but it seems to have appeared by the late
1970s and peaked in the 1990s, at the
height of African American enrollment
at the University. Harold says she sees
the spot as a natural evolution of the
black experience at UVA.

HISTORY
DEPARTMENT
CHAIR
CLAUDRENA
HAROLD SEES
THE SPOT AS
A NATURAL
EVOLUTION
OF THE
BLACK
EXPERIENCE
AT UVA.

AT LEFT, COURTESY ALBERT A ND SH IRLEY SMALL SPECIAL CO LLECTIO NS LIBRARY; AT RIGHT, COURTESY KEVIN SUBER

Gregory Swanson (Law ’53), who
enrolled in 1950, was UVA’s first
African American student, followed
by a trickle of other African American
students until around 1970.

The University ’s first African
American student, Gregory Swanson
(Law ’53), enrolled in 1950, and Harold
considers the trickle of African American
students to follow him until around 1970
as the “trailblazer” generation.
She says the next generation, from
1970 to the ’80s, were the “institution builders,” who laid the foundation for the Black Studies program and
the Office of African-American Affairs,
and established the first black fraternal
organizations.
By 1977, the University for the first
time enrolled more than 500 black
undergraduate students, though they
were still less than 5 percent of the
undergrad student body.
Not quite a critical mass, Harold says,
but enough students “who are building
institutions, maintaining institutions.”
“But once you get these institutions
you want to add the social dimension.
There are always these informal spaces
where people hang out and have a good
time, and they aren’t connected to an
official institution. The Black Bus Stop,
in many ways, becomes that institution.”
When Michael J. Dudley (Col ’81)
came to the university in 1977, the spot
was called the “Black People’s Bus Stop.”
It was convenient because it was on a
main drag for people going to Newcomb
Hall to eat or the new and old Cabell
Halls for classes.
Dudley made friends of all races and
ethnicities, but it did not take long to
see that “there were really two UVAs—a
white one and a black one.”
While he lived in the New Dorms,
“the soul of black UVA” was in the Old
Dorms, he says.
For him, the BBS was the place to find
out where parties were for the upcoming
weekend and who was meeting at the

The BBS was also an information
hub. “If you wanted to get the most
eyes on the event, you were going
to have a flyer at the BBS,” says
Kevin Suber (Engr ’86), shown with
Janice Winstead (Com ’87, ’88).

Tree House snack bar later. It’s where he
passed out event flyers for his fraternity,
Kappa Alpha Psi. It’s where students
rejoiced when the college finally booked
soul and funk band Ohio Players to perform at University Hall.
It was where they exchanged information on what professors seemed
bent on flunking the black students and
planned to take classes together so they
could support one another.
As the students were firming their
footing at the University, the Black
People’s Bus Stop became that place to
rally and discuss social issues, including
the growing global movement against
South Africa’s segregationist apartheid
government.

Johnson came to the University two
years after Dudley and uses terms like
“family” and “community” to describe
her time at the stop. By 1979, she says,
students were calling it the “Black
Bus Stop.”
She grew up in Ashland, about an
hour east of Charlottesville, and had
visited during yearly band camps at the
University.
Johnson fell in love with Grounds
way before she arrived, and the camaraderie at the bus stop only solidified it.
Students didn’t have cellphones, so
“Meet me at the BBS” was all that was
said, and they knew they would connect
at some point during the day at the stop.
“If you were going to see General
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Hospital at 3 o’clock in the TV room, you
met at the bus stop,” Johnson says.
A week before the beginning of her
fourth year, Johnson was in a serious
car accident and missed the first semester. She returned for spring semester still
wearing a neck brace.
“When I walked up to the Black Bus
Stop for the first time, people were so
welcoming,” Johnson says. “A couple of
guys ran up and got my backpack. It was
so welcoming and warm, but that’s just
the way everyone was.”
Johnson, who now lives in Atlanta,
says she gathers with many of those
friends now and that they plan annual
road trips to UVA football games.
“It’s so special, the relationships that
we have and how they lasted all these
years,” she says. “And we still talk about
BBS stuff.”

T

he BBS stayed relevant as the
times changed.
Conversations at the
stop had gone from catching
Spike Lee’s Do the Right Thing in 1989 to
the Anita Hill and Clarence Thomas sexual harassment hearings to Dwayne and
Whitley’s wedding on A Different World
in the early 1990s.
Then came the Rodney King verdict
and the Los Angeles riots in 1992.
Throughout the ’90s, the Black
Student Alliance continued to raise its
concerns that the Honor System disproportionately charged and punished
African American students. The new
millennium saw blackface at Halloween
frat parties on Grounds. And in 2002,
400 African American students protested the Cavalier Daily for what they
felt were racist opinion pieces.
By the early 2000s, the familiar
“Meet me at the BBS” had given way to
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“THE
CLOSER
YOU
GOT, THE
BLACKER
IT GOT.
THAT
WAS A
SAFE
PLACE
FOR US.
HAVING A
BAD DAY?
GET TO
THE BB.”
“See you at the BB.”
The spot had not become any less
important in those years.
The University had seen its black
undergraduate numbers hit 12 percent
in the early 1990s before starting to fall.
For Davis, the bus stop was her place
to decompress. Sometimes the racial
offenses weren’t overt. Davis said she
remembers being in a women’s studies
class and listening to the professor and
students discuss the challenges white
women faced when they joined the work
force en masse in the mid-20th century.
Davis says she stopped the discussion
with: “You do realize that black women
have always been working, right?”
The bus stop was where she could
commiserate with other students.
“The atmosphere was like, ‘We have
to find a way to support ourselves,’ ” she
says. “The bus stop was the same as it was
in middle school when all the black kids
were sitting together in the cafeteria.

They were trying to stay sane. … It was
being able to have a conversation where
I didn’t have to explain or justify myself.”
Tracy Clemons Jr. (Col ’07), a government and African-American Studies
graduate, can relate.
Clemons grew up in Chesapeake,
Virginia, and came from a family where
everyone went to a historically black
college.
He had his eye on Morehouse College
in Atlanta or Hampton University in
Hampton, Virginia, but had attended
UVA’s summer enrichment programs,
and his parents liked Grounds.
Clemons learned about the BB before
enrolling, and he says it became one of
his most memorable college experiences.
Clemons says he was never intimidated about being in a white-dominated
space, but he was concerned about not
having “enough black students to feel
like I was at home.”
His first day at the BB changed that.
“You get close to the BB and you hear
your family before you see them,” he says.
“And the closer you got, the blacker it got.
That was a safe place for us. Having a bad
day? Get to the BB and surely you’d run
into a group of friends, or you’d run into
members of the choir randomly singing a
song from the top of their lungs.”
Even during his time at UVA, during
the age of phones and Facebook, students still met at the BB and then walked
together to BET—Black Eating Time at
Newcomb Hall.
Later, they might all meet up at Club
Clemons, the Clemons library.
Then, the next day, they’d catch up
again at the BB.
“If you were uncomfortable around
large groups of black students, that central Grounds bus stop was not the place
to be,” Clemons says. “It was ours.”

COURTESY CL AUD RENA HAROLD

C

rowds at the BB started to
taper during the next 15
years, alumni recall. Maybe
it was because social media
and texting made it easier for students
to commune virtually. At the same
time, the University saw the proportion of students who identify as African
American slide.
The BBS, however, will always be
a favorite spot for Donna Hamilton
(Col ’86).
She was a 16-year-old pre-med student from New Jersey who originally
wanted to study at Cornell University
or Pennsylvania State University. But
then she attended UVA’s Spring Fling,
an event for newly admitted African
American students, and decided to give
Virginia a try.
She loved her time on Grounds—the
friendships made, the hours of pledging
Delta—and so many of those memories
took place at the BBS.
After she graduated and moved back
to practice in New Jersey, Hamilton
returned for alumni events and always
stopped by the BBS. She always rose
early to beat traffic to be able to perch

on the cobblestone wall by noon—and
she wasn’t the only one.
“It had that spirit to it,” she says.
Hamilton now lives in Pennsylvania,
but for the past two summers, she has
returned to Charlottesville with Hoos
Against Hate, when students, parents
and alumni get together to help incoming students move in for the fall semester. The group, committed to standing
up against hate groups, formed after the
August 2017 “Unite the Right” rallies on
Grounds and in Charlottesville erupted
into violence.
She notes that the BBS is still a place
to catch the bus and seems like more of
a spot for the occasional rally, to get petitions signed and to sell event tickets.
In the summer of 2018, she and several friends livestreamed on Facebook
from the BBS. As Hamilton talked into
the camera, a female voice yelled in
the background: “Oh, snap! Is that
Michael Mason?”
It was. Mason (Educ ’06), associate
dean in the Office of African-American
Affairs, was strolling across McCormick.
Hamilton laughed; it was such a BBS
thing to be hanging at the stop and see a

UVA art professor Kevin Jerome
Everson and History Department chair
Claudrena N. Harold’s nine-minute
film Black Bus Stop (shown) debuted
at the 2019 International Film Festival
Rotterdam in the Netherlands and
received the jury award at the Vienna
International Short Film Festival.

friend walk by.
“You are getting the experience,”
Hamilton said to those who were
watching.
She turned the camera to Mason, who
said hello to the viewers before shaking
hands with the others under the trees.
Before heading off to help the students move in, Hamilton and the crew
started to sign off. She smiled into the
camera one last time.
She sounded as she might have more
than 30 years ago, waving to friends as
she was walking off to class.
“Take care!” she said. “Love y’all!”
Denise Watson is a features writer based
in Norfolk, Virginia.
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SCOO
LIFE

You may think colleges and
universities exist in a bubble.
Not so at UVA, not when it
comes to electric scooters.
UVA is filled with them, same
as most major city centers
around the world. Since the
start of a Charlottesville
pilot program a year ago,
the trend has been gaining
momentum. Allow us to
bring you up to speed.

BY
JUDY LE
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How’s it work?
Getting started on a Lime scooter is
straightforward: Download the smartphone
app, input the credit card information and look
for a scooter on the provided map. Once you
track one down, scan the QR code to unlock
it, swipe through the instructions, pop the
kickstand and buckle your helmet. Riding is
easy, if unfamiliar at first. Step on with one
foot, press the acceleration lever on the right
handle, give yourself a little push and you’re
off. Just remember to keep a hand on the left
brake (it’s like a bike’s); the scooter is sturdy
and steers easily, but it accelerates quickly,
which takes some getting used to. Riders pay
$1 to unlock a scooter, plus 23 cents for each
minute of the ride. Scooters go up to 17 mph
and are equipped with a red light in the back
and a headlight in the front.

ANDREW SHURTLEFF

Where can you go?
You can scoot anywhere you can bike: in bike
lanes or the full driving lane. But in observational studies, UVA students and city staffers found that 21 percent of scooter riders use
the sidewalks. Around major landmarks on
Grounds, scooter speed is limited to 3-4 mph
and parking is banned—and don’t even think
about parking your scooter near Scott Stadium
on game days.
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LET’S
DO THE
MATH

300
Number of scooters
approved in the
Charlottesville pilot
program. Lime has
150 and has been in
the program a year; in
November, VeoRide
arrived and will have up
to 150 scooters.

30,000+
Unique riders

250,000+

Scooter rides from
December 2018 through
November 13, 2019

200,000+
Miles scooted

6-9 a.m.
Slowest time for scooters

5-10 p.m.
Busiest time for scooters

0.8

50%

Average distance in miles of a
scooter ride

7–10

Average number of trips per
scooter per day, according to
Lime; other cities average two
to three rides per day per unit.

The maximum
mileage range
of a scooter on a
full charge

|

8.5
Average time
in minutes of a
scooter ride

20
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Number of rides
ending near
UVA; 20 percent
of rides ended
between the
Downtown Mall
and The Corner
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But seriously

The whys

ER visits
There have been approximately 50 scooter-related
ER visits since the pilot program’s inception, some “fairly
serious,” according to a report
given to the Charlottesville
City Council in June.

Easier commute
51 percent of survey
respondents listed commuting to or from school, a work
appointment or work as the
primary purpose for their most
recent ride.

Helmets
Virginia does not require helmet use but the city, UVA
and scooter companies all
suggest it. An observational
study done by UVA students
and city staff found that no
riders were using helmets.

Accessibility
Several officials and survey
respondents cite blocked
accessibility as a major
concern. Parked improperly, scooters can impede
wheelchair access and can
trip visually impaired people
using canes. Scooters should
be parked in bike racks or
moped parking areas, or left
upright and out of the way
of sidewalks.

Public safety
University Police typically
issue warnings to scooter
riders in cases of “imminent
danger,” such as two riders
on one scooter or a scooter
going against traffic,
according to Gloria Graham,
former associate VP for
safety and security.

Beats walking
The majority—56 percent—
of survey respondents who
reported having ridden a
scooter used their most recent
trip to replace a walking trip.
28 percent said they replaced
a car/carpool/Lyft/Uber trip
with a scooter trip; 7 percent
replaced a public transit trip;
3 percent replaced a bike trip.

Safer at night
Cavalier Daily editor Gracie
Kreth (Col ’20) says she takes
a scooter at least once a week
and appreciates that they’re
cheap and easy transportation.
“I especially like them when I’m
coming home from the library or
from a friend’s house [at night];
I think it’s safer than walking.”
Kreth says she spends about
$15 a month on scooter trips.

Sources: Christopher Robbins, Shenandoah
operations manager, Lime; Rebecca
White, director, department of parking and
transportation, UVA; Gloria Graham, former
associate VP for safety and security, UVA;
Report to Charlottesville City Council on
the dockless scooter pilot program, June 17,
2019; Amanda Poncy, bicycle and pedestrian
coordinator, city of Charlottesville; Theodore
Garland Jr., Department of Ecology and
Evolutionary Biology, University of California,
Irvine, June 1982; Speedofanimals.com; a-zanimals.com
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How’d they get there?
Lime employs operations specialists
who comb the city around the clock in a
Ford Transit van equipped with chargers
to collect, check, charge and redeploy
scooters. Lime also contracts with “juicers,”
who independently pick up and charge one
to two scooters at a time, many at night.

Test rides (and walk)

Virginia Magazine staff very unscientifically tested three modes of getting around Grounds, starting at 10:30 a.m. on a Tuesday in early
October. We went from the Aquatic and Fitness Center (next to Scott Stadium) to the Jefferson statue on the street side of the Rotunda, one
of us riding a scooter, another taking a UBike and the third using shoe leather. Here are the results:

Walker

UBiker

Judy Le, managing editor

Arrival time to Jefferson
statue: 10:48 a.m.
Number of steps walked: 2,241
Observations: To me, this was the best way
to get across Grounds: I ran into several
people I knew; a kind construction worker
helped me find my way; and I got to experience the glorious smells of food trucks. I
didn’t have to worry about traffic laws—or
traffic at all, for that matter.

Steve Hedberg, creative director

Arrival time to Jefferson statue:
10:45 a.m. Number of steps

walked: 479
Observations: I spent seven minutes trying
to unlock a bike until another rider pulled up;
I was able to use that unit without trouble.
The bike has gears, and riding was easy, similar to a beach cruiser. It also has a basket,
which comes in handy.

SPEED
CHART
Average adult walking
speed: about 3.1 mph
(about the top speed of a
softshell turtle)

Scooter rider

Sarah Poole, digital editor

Arrival time to Jefferson
statue: 10:45 a.m. (I speedwalked the final five steps.)
Number of steps walked: 994 (734 to get
the scooter and 260 from where I had to
park it off Grounds to get to the statue)
Observations: I definitely was slowed down
(~4 mph) in the “slow zone” and noticed
the difference when I got outside it on
Madison Lane. It’s a strange mix of feeling
somewhat like a pedestrian but needing to
observe traffic laws.

Judy Le is managing editor of Virginia Magazine.

Scooter in a slow zone:
about 4 mph
(about as fast as a
housefly flies)

Average speed of a
Jim Ryan running in
a 5K: 9.8 mph
(about the same as a
goat on a mission)

Average speed of an
adult on a bike in the
city: 11 to 12 mph
(about the top speed of a
domestic pig)

Scooter at full speed:
about 17 mph
(about the speed of an
eastern gray squirrel or an
eastern chipmunk)
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THE ART OF
DISCOVERY
Alumna thrives on bringing
unseen and undiscovered
masterpieces to light

E

sther Bell (Col ’01) loves
a surprise. She’s the chief
curator at the Clark Art
Institute in Williamstown,
Massachusetts, and—asked to show
off a favorite painting in this worldclass museum—she stops not at a vast
landscape or dynamic nude, but at a
tiny Renoir still life, The Onions, which
depicts six of the humble vegetables
nestled together.
“It’s all about the fiery strokes of the
brush and the variety of the color palette,” says Bell, her words pouring out
in rapid-fire enthusiasm. “It’s a virtuoso
piece, and he painted it on the fly. It’s
not an immediately recognizable heroic
subject, but when you spend more time
with it, you see it’s an extremely complicated work. I like to spend as much
time with it as I can.”
During a whirlwind, coast-to-coast
career that has taken her from The Met
and the Morgan Library & Museum to
the Cincinnati Art Museum and the
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Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco,
Bell has orchestrated 20 exhibitions,
mostly of 17th- through 19th-century
art. She earned her Ph.D. in 17th- and
18th-century European art history at
New York University after studying art
history at UVA. The international art
magazine Apollo honored her in 2019
as one of the 40 “most inspirational”
young art people to watch, calling her
“the type of curator that so many historical collections yearn for today:
knowledgeable and scholarly, but with
the savviness and connections to make
things happen.”
“She’s a dynamo,” says George
Shackelford, deputy director of the
Kimbell Museum in Fort Worth, Texas.
He has collaborated with Bell on six
exhibitions, including the Clark’s
recent Renoir: The Body, The Senses, a
show focused on the French impressionist’s nudes that earned rave reviews
and sparked a bit of controversy in the
national media. “She’s unwilling to

settle for what’s easy, and dedicated
to getting exactly the right thing done,
negotiated, printed or presented.”
Bell does it all. She courts donations
and buys new art for the Clark, a role in
which her fluency in French and proficiency in German and Italian serve her
well. An art archaeologist of sorts, she
wins invitations to collectors’ mansions, including Buckingham Palace,
in hopes of unearthing works they
might lend. In a bedroom tucked in the
uppermost floor of one San Francisco
hideaway, she and Shackelford, though
there to see a Renoir, stumbled upon
two Degas pastels, both perfect for
another of Bell’s upcoming shows.
“The idea that you can bring
long-unseen works to the public, that’s
what’s exciting,” Bell says. “People don’t
know about the trials and tribulations
you went through searching for things
shrouded in privacy.”
Just as being surprised delights her,
she likes to surprise museumgoers.

COU RTESY ESTH ER BELL

BY GEORGE M. SPENCER

Arts

COU RTESY TH E CL ARK ART INST ITUT E

Guillaume Lethière’s Brutus
Condemning His Sons to Death (lower
left), 1788, alongside two of Renoir’s
lesser-known masterpieces: The
Onions, c. 1881, and Sunset, c. 1879 or
1881. About Sunset, Bell says, “I imagine he fussed over this quite a bit,
because you see layers upon layers
of paint, and it’s all about gesture and
color, and it’s spectacular.”

“I like to tell stories that haven’t been
told before, to reveal a part of the artistic tradition that we haven’t yet focused
properly on,” she says.
Her planned 2024 show celebrating
the unheralded Guillaume Lethière,
the first major French artist of African
descent, will do just that. The exhibition will investigate issues of race, and
she hopes it will “take on the canon”
and rocket Lethière into the rarefied
heights of art history. A featured work
will be her 2018 acquisition of his
1788 neoclassical masterpiece Brutus
Condemning His Sons to Death. It
became a widely circulated engraving

during the French Revolution and,
according to Bell, a “poignant and disturbing emblem” of the times.
Planning an exhibition requires a
complex “incubation” of two to five
years, she says. “It can be stressful.
You’re negotiating loans and arranging for objects to travel the world to be
in your space. A very important part of
my job is writing the catalog, the lasting record. I worked so hard to make
the Renoir exhibition happen. Now it’s
gone, an ephemeral experience.”
What about the acid-dipped Renoir
review by The New Yorker’s critic, who
decried the painter’s “carnal tapioca,

the vacant gazes, the fatuous frolic”?
Again, Bell surprises. She says the
review actually made a beautiful and
complex argument, which contended
that “there are parts of Renoir that
challenge some of us in 2019. That,
to me, means the paintings are doing
something right. They make us think
and react. That’s great art.”
At UVA, Bell says, her passion for
art was inspired by Professor Matthew
Affron, now the curator of modern art
at the Philadelphia Museum of Art,
who taught one of her first art survey
classes. She recalls thinking at the time,
“Wow, I want to do what that professor
is doing.”
And thanks to what she calls a
“miraculous” event in Fayerweather
Hall when she was 20, her career caught
fire. Scanning the art department bulletin board for internships, she spied
a notice from an Old Master gallery in
Manhattan. “It was very random that
I came across it,” she says. “I took the
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train from Charlottesville to Penn
Station and arrived overwhelmed and
terrified, but the job changed everything in my life.”
Her second-year roommate and
friend since fifth grade, Jodie Slater
Hastings (Col ’01), calls Bell “one of
those rare people who sets out to do
something and thrives in it.” Though
she says Bell was a very serious student, she had “such a light side.”
As fourth-years, Slater and Bell
were University Guides. “One night
on Parents Weekend, we wore fullblown 18th-century clothing and gave
a tour by candlelight,” Hastings says.
“We took it to a theatrical next level.
We even had historical nicknames for
each other.”
Bell was no stranger to costumes
at UVA, having trick-or-treated on
the Lawn at age 6. Her family lived
in married student
housing in Copeley
Hill while her father,
Barry Bell (Law ’68,
Grad ’77), earned a
law degree. Her mother,
Harriet Bell (Educ
’74), earned a master’s
in education here. “I
grew up having picnics
on the Lawn, spending
my days in the kernel of
the University,” recalls
Bell, who herself lived
on the Lawn during her
fourth year.
Esther Bell on Grounds
Nowadays the Plano,
in 1998, during her
Texas, native loves “the
undergraduate days
serious winters” of New
England. Bell says she
is “very happy” at the Clark and that
her days of transcontinental museum
hopping are over.
“I’m fascinated by the idea of
using art as a portal into the past to
understand human history,” she says.
“That’s the power of art. It’s absolutely
amazing.”
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Violinist Olivia Scheidt (Col
’22) had been performing
for only 10 minutes when
her E string broke. Not only
had that never happened to
her in a performance before,
but this time it was in front
of thousands of fans—and
onstage with the legendary
band The Who.
Without time to replace
the string, Scheidt says,
Olivia Scheidt, left, and former instructor Aga
“I wound up just shiftKowalsky pause during The Who’s sound check.
ing everything up onto the
A string. … [I felt] a little
musician on stage that evening.
panic at first, but then I just
Scheidt found herself seated only
went with the flow” until the orchesfeet away from Roger Daltrey, Pete
tra took a break.
Townshend and Zak Starkey. During
Thousands packed the May
the band’s sound check, she says, “I
concert at Jiffy Lube Live amphicould see every single string vibratheater in Bristow, Virginia—the
tion, every single note they play[ed].
largest audience of the young musiAnd it sent shivers through me.”
cian’s career. “I didn’t see a single
After the amphitheater filled and
empty seat,” she says. “Which is just
the band came onstage to perform,
insane.”
the crowd erupted. Scheidt says she
Scheidt’s former violin instruccould feel the vibrations in her seat
tor had invited her to play in the
“from everyone cheering and
concert’s orchestra. After only
stomping their feet.”
three days to learn more than 60
“I’ve done some cool things
pages of music, Scheidt joined the
musically,” Scheidt says, “but this
instructor and about 45 other local
experience will be hard, if not imposprofessional and amateur musicians.
sible, to top.” —Diane J. McDougall
At age 19, she was the youngest
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This credit card program is issued and administered by Bank of America, N.A. Visa and Visa Signature are registered trademarks of Visa International Service Association, and are
used by the issuer pursuant to license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Bank of America and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
©2019 Bank of America Corporation
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Arts
New & Noteworthy

BY ERICA J. SMITH

The Gifted School

BOOK REVIEW

MIRROR,
MIRROR

Tolentino ponders culture and
complicity in her bestselling book

N

ew York Times bestselling author Jia Tolentino
(Col ’09), dubbed a key voice of the millennial
generation, ruminates plenty over excess, scams
and bad actors in her debut book, Trick Mirror: Reflections
on Self-Delusion, a collection of nine essays.
But Tolentino, a New Yorker staff writer, points to her
own complicity in the modern-day life and lies that she
covers in her book, too. Posting our convictions on social
media has become easier than doing anything about them,
she writes in one essay called “The I in the Internet.”
“I don’t know what to do with the fact that I myself
continue to benefit from all this,” Tolentino writes. “That
my career is possible in large part because of the way the
internet collapses identity, opinion and action—and that
I, as a writer whose work is mostly critical and often written in first person, have some inherent stake in justifying
the dubious practice of spending all day trying to figure out
what you think.”
In Trick Mirror, Tolentino blends reporting and
research with her own experiences—as a 16-year-old reality
television contestant, a lover of high-priced barre workouts
or a frequent wedding guest who grapples with her own
disinterest in marriage to her longtime partner, architect
Andrew Daley (Arch ’07).
UVA doesn’t escape her gaze. Mentions are peppered
throughout the book, and the University is the focus of
her essay, “We Come From Old Virginia.” Here, she weaves
together a meandering look at the discredited Rolling Stone
magazine article about an alleged gang rape at a fraternity
house, Thomas Jefferson’s relationship with his slave Sally
Hemings, UVA history and the experiences of University
students who have been sexually assaulted.
“I think that I tend to write about things that attract me
and repel me in equal measure, right?” she told Vanity Fair
in an interview about her book. “So, the things I criticize
most sharply are often the things that I’m deeply drawn to.”
—Sarah Lindenfeld Hall
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by Bruce Holsinger ( faculty)
Four families in a well-off Colorado town are
tightly knit till they hear word of an exclusive
school for gifted kids—“a lurking virus, its
symptoms yet to show.” The parents elbow for
prestige, drawing in the kids, old resentments,
old secrets. A novel from the author of A
Burnable Book and The Invention of Fire.

The Key from Spain: Flory
Jagoda and Her Music
by Debbie Levy (Col ’78), illustrated by
Sonja Wimmer
This children’s book is a story of diaspora and
identity, and the girl who becomes the “keeper
of the flame” of Sephardic music. Flory
lives in what’s now Croatia. Her ancestors
were forced from Spain. When World War II
looms, her father ensures that she—and the
traditional songs she’s learned—will endure.

Truth to Power:
A History of the U.S. National
Intelligence Council
Edited by Robert Hutchings (Grad ’79) and
Gregory F. Treverton
It’s not as widely known but it’s highly
influential: This hub of the U.S. intelligence
agencies collates and analyzes strategic,
longer-range assessments for the president
and other top policymakers. In essays, the
eight most recent chairmen discuss their
greatest issues, from the early post-Cold War
years through terrorism, climate change, China
and more.


Turkey & America: East &
West—Where the Twain Meet
by Henry P. Williams III (Col ’71)
Williams, a former investment banker in
Istanbul, combines experience and research
in this conversational comparative study. It’s
based on a course he taught at Istanbul’s Koç
University, crisscrossing 2,000 years and
multiple disciplines to dismantle the false
dichotomy of East versus West, to “guide the
audience to bridges where others see chasms.”

When you get a quote for auto insurance, and
see how much money you could save, thatʼs
more than just winning – thatʼs being the MVP.

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees
Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko image © 1999–2019. © 2019 GEICO
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V
The Tea House

irginia

Laurel Run

The Tea House enjoys broad views of the Blue Ridge. Here is the convenience of being just outside the Historic Village of Orange and 30 mins
from Charlottesville and the University of Virginia. The Tea House was
designed in the Prairie Style by the previous owner who added Japanese
garden elements and courtyards for indoor and outdoor living. Effusive
light and elegant simplicity are hallmarks of the design. All is on one level
with no steps. Privacy is absolute and the 41 acres has been recently used
for hay production but would be excellent pasture for livestock. This is
horse and wine country and The Tea House lends itself beautifully to both
enterprises. Adjoins Laurel Run $650,000

41+ acres of fertile pasture within walking distance of President James
Madison’s “Montpelier” in the Madison-Barbour Rural Historic District
of Orange County, 90 minutes S of Washington DC. The farm has broad
views of the Blue Ridge with private building sites among some of the
area’s most historic estates. There are springs & streams & Town water
is available as well. The land may be further divided. This is horse and
wine country and the Laurel Run is suitable for both enterprises and more.
There is a 1 BR, LR, Kit, Ba/laundry apartment in the 30’ X 50’ steel
clad barn. The historic one-and-half-story log home over a low stone root
cellar dates to the late 18th Century. Adjoins The Tea House. $445,000

Major Price Reduction

The River

231+ acres in a private valley of the Madison-Barbour Rural Historic District near Somerset and James Madison’s Montpelier, Cowherd Mtn Farm
enjoys fertile soil and abundant water. Revolutionary War Vet Francis
Cowherd purchased from James Madison and left his name on the mountain which serves as a shelter to the farm. Approximately 1/2 the farm is
established pasture with the balance in mature forest. This is the Keswick
Hunt and suitable for horses or other livestock. With morning sun, afternoon shade, & gentle slope, this is perfect for a vineyard. The farmhouse
has 3 br’s and 2 baths for a farm mgr or as a staging area while you build
on a knoll overlooking the valley to the mountains. Not in conservation
easement with potential tax benefits $1,350,000

625+ acres with over 1 mile of frontage on the Rapidan River near Locust Grove in North Eastern Orange County near Fredericksburg. Here,
a manor from the best of Southern designs was built in 2007 with great
attention to space and materials. High above the river, the manor features
nearly 7,000 sq.ft. of finished & unfinished space including 6 bedrooms
and 4 1/2 baths. There is also a two room office suite with full bath above
the garage. The land affords exceptional privacy with fertile pasture and
mature forest and over 2.5 miles on both sides of Mine Run with beautiful
views of the Blue Ridge mountains. A large metal equipment barn and
a 3 bedroom/2 bath farm manager’s house complete the improvements.
$2,750,000

Please visit our website for information on these and others.

Jos. T.

SAMUELS
Over 100 Years Of Virginia Real Estate Service

Charlottesville, VA u www.jtsamuels.com u (434) 295-8540
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COU RTESY DOUGL AS SMITH

Douglas Smith
(Col ’86) with
Mitsuhiro Iwamoto

SAILING
INTO
UNSEEN
WATERS

Alumnus helps blind
sailor cross the Pacific
and a personal barrier
B Y J O D I B R O A D WAT E R M A C FA R L A N

W

aves surrounded
the boat, forming
a wall of sea nearly
20 feet high. Two
men—16 days into a 54-day journey across the Pacific—struggled
to steady their 40-foot vessel. The
most capable sailor of the two, however, carried an extra challenge: He
is blind.
Mitsuhiro Iwamoto, tethered to
the boat for safety, moved forward
to work the line and set the sails
as Douglas Smith (Col ’86), the
sighted but novice sailor, took the
helm. Iwamoto had created a complete mental map of the boat, Smith
says, so he could feel for what was

needed amid “waves crashing into
each other from all directions.”
Iwamoto’s previous attempt to
cross the Pacific with another sighted
navigator five years prior had ended
when his vessel collided with a whale
and sank. This time the journey was
successful. Together, Iwamoto and
Smith completed the 7,000 nautical
miles from San Diego to Fukushima,
Japan, and raised more than $41,000
for charities related to blindness and
other disabilities.
Smith had met Iwamoto through
mutual friends in 2016 and signed on
for the trip after learning the sailor
hoped to make a second go. Smith, 55,
didn’t merely want to “sail off into the
U VA M AGA Z I N E .O RG

53

Alumni

sunset” of his retirement years, he says, but
do something significant for others.
After buying a boat and completing a
course through the Maryland School of
Sailing, the two set forth in February. The
Dream Weaver was outfitted with 200 gallons of water, freeze-dried food for 60 days,
and solar- and wave-powered equipment.
“It was amazing how much time just
slipped by doing the daily things on the
boat,” says Smith, who took six-hour shifts
at the wheel but otherwise spent his days
adjusting sails, downloading forecasts,
uploading blog posts and the like.
Iwamoto, 52, who took up sailing years

after losing his sight at age 16, handled the
other half of steering and rigging duties. He
leaned heavily on his other senses—feeling
for wind direction, for example, and listening to a speaking compass.
After the pair reached port in April, the
Japan Blind Sailing Association named
Iwamoto the first blind person to make a
nonstop Pacific crossing. “I didn’t give up,”
he told Japan’s Kyodo News, “and I made a
dream come true.”
“Everything is going to have an element
of risk to it,” Smith says about his journey
with Iwamoto. “I told him, ‘I can see, you can
sail. Let’s do this.’ ”

BUBBLE SOCCER,
ANYONE?
An alumnus who facilitates
fun and team-building earns
recognition from Forbes
BY DIANE J. MCDOUGALL
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Virginia Magazine: Why is team building
so popular?
Ho: As more millennials are entering the
workforce, workplace culture is growing
more collaborative. It’s not to say, “Come
to the office and just play the whole day,”
but effectively use certain aspects of play
to cultivate good creativity. How do we
cultivate an environment where people
are not afraid to speak up for fear of being
shut down by upper management? How
can they bring their true self to work?
What activities might a manager implement on a more routine basis?
Design incentives for goals that have
to be achieved by every single member
of the team, in order for the team to be
rewarded. [The incentives] could be financial, or in the form of days off or points
that can be accumulated for prizes. It’s

not just having pizza gatherings but creating regular meetings [where] every single
member of the team needs to contribute
to the team success. It’s better to have
smaller, more frequent team-building
events than one super-large event. These
activities will form a good part of the culture and fabric of the company.
Can families benefit from team-building
activities?
Parents engaging in activities with their
children is an extremely powerful way to
develop stronger bonds. It can be really
simple: weekly art classes to learn a new
skill, chores on the weekends together,
board game night, cooking dinner together
every Saturday. Create experiences where
different members of the family contribute to a team goal or objective.

COU RTESY RYAN HO

When Ryan Ho (Com
’14) saw a 2014 viral
video of people playing soccer while wearing inflatable suits, the
wheels started turning.
Within two months, Ho
and his wife, Natasha
Toh, had co-founded The Fun Empire, a teambuilding and events company based in their
native Singapore.
The company has now hosted more than
6,000 events for clients such as Disney,
Airbnb, Red Bull, 3M and Apple, and opened
a second Singapore location in October.
Team-building activities range from bubble soccer and boxing to cooking classes
and escape rooms. In April, Forbes added
the couple to its list of 30 Under 30 Asia
entrepreneurs.
Virginia Magazine asked Ho for a few
insights on team building. Here’s that conversation, edited and condensed.

The UVA Alumni Association is pleased to introduce its

2019 LEGACY SCHOLARS
REAGAN BURTON (COL ’23)
DANIEL MOHR (COL ’23)
SOPHIA WALTON (COL ’23)

Invest in UVA’s future alumni by supporting the
Legacy Scholarship Program. For more information visit,

LEGACYSCHOLARSHIP.COM

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM THE UVA BOOKSTORE

FREE SHIPPING &

20% OFF

UNTIL DEC 14

TH

PROMO CODE: HOLIDAY2019

uvabookstore.com

Sale ends Dec 14, 2019. Free shipping applies to UPS Ground on orders of at least $50. Excludes gift cards, textbooks, framed prints, chairs, diploma frames & special orders.
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President’s Letter

HONORING
A COMPLEX
FUTURE

I

n October, we celebrated the
launch of Honor the Future,
the University of Virginia’s
campaign. The title is a nod to
the values of honor and trust
that have been embraced here for
generations. It’s also a call to action.
But how, exactly, are we supposed to
honor the future?
That question comes at a time
when the public is surprisingly skeptical about the value of a college degree
and the contributions of higher education to human progress. I say
“surprisingly” because our system of
higher education has been the envy of
the world for generations, the creator
of vast new bodies of knowledge and
an engine of social mobility. And college remains a wise investment. Those
with a college degree enjoy higher salaries and are more civically engaged
than those without. Yet because of
escalating tuition bills, the resulting student debt and a perception
that universities are monolithically
liberal, the value of universities and
college education are no longer taken
for granted.
Our world is also facing enormous challenges. Democracy faces
pressure both at home and abroad.
Political polarization is rampant.
Climate change presents a genuine
existential threat. Income inequality is staggeringly high. Rates of
anxiety and depression are at recordhigh levels. Trust in established institutions continues to dwindle. Data
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and technology remain a blessing and
a curse, at once connecting and separating us.
I believe the best way for higher
education to meet its own challenges
is to meet the challenges facing our
world. Higher education, at its best,
helps solve the world’s problems, not
create them.
UVA aspires to represent the very
best in higher education. We aspire to
cultivate the most vibrant community
in higher education, to enable discoveries that enrich and improve lives,
and to be a university synonymous
with service. A university that works
to protect and promote democracy
through teaching and research, and a
university that does the same to help
the world address climate change.
A university that helps unlock the
mysteries of the brain and harnesses
the power of data to make medicine
more precise and education more
personalized. One that is a model for
treating students holistically, and one
that is a place of opportunity—one of
the best for first-generation students.
A university that prepares students to
be ethical leaders in an increasingly
diverse and connected world.
A university that reimagines how
faculty and students work together. A
university with a thriving arts scene,
and one that wins championships and
continues to do so in the right way.
A university with a health system
that supports world-class research,
innovative teaching, and excellent,
compassionate patient care. A university that attracts outstanding faculty,
students and staff who want to make
a difference in the world. A university
that is not just more diverse but also
more inclusive. A university that lives
its values daily and helps make our

region a great place—for everyone—
to live. A university that is excellent,
but excellent for the purpose of serving the public.
I believe that if UVA can do these
things—be not just great, but also
good—we will represent the very best
in higher education.
That commitment to being our
very best is what the Honor the
Future campaign is all about. Our $5
billion goal, as you know, is ambitious. But as I announced at our public launch in October, we are already
more than halfway there because of
the generous support of alumni and
friends. As you may have also heard,
I had the privilege to announce an
extraordinary $100 million gift from
alumnus David Walentas (Engr
’61, Darden ’64) and his wife, Jane,
the bulk of which will fund scholarships and fellowships for first-generation students through the Jefferson
Scholars Foundation and the Darden
School of Business. At bottom, education is about opportunity, and
campaigns like this one are about creating opportunities for generations
of faculty and students to come,
which is exactly what David and Jane
Walentas have done. I cannot imagine
a better way to honor the future or a
better way to begin the public phase
of our campaign.
I am encouraged by what we have
achieved so far, but we still have much
work to do to ensure that UVA’s future
will be everything that we imagine it to
be. I look forward to doing that work
together with all of you.

JAMES E. RYAN (LAW ’92)
President of the University of Virginia

Seek
Explore

DISCOVER

For a free copy of our catalog call us at
434-243-4984 or 866-765-2646 or
visit us online: alumni.virginia.edu/travel

EGYPT

March 16 –30, 2020

TANZANIA

March 2 –13, 2020

SPAIN

April 13 –23, 2020

ICELAND

May 14 –24, 2020

ARCTIC EXPEDITION
June 9 –19, 2020

GREECE

September 7–17, 2020

RUSSIA

September 13 –21, 2020

MOROCCO

October 11 –24, 2020

ISRAEL

October 11 –22, 2020

INDIA

October 15 –31, 2020

Alumni & Parent

TRAVEL
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New Life Members
The following alumni recently demonstrated their commitment to the University of Virginia Alumni
Association and its important programs and activities by becoming life members of the association.
Alfred D. Morris (Col ’51, Med ’55)
Jane G. Pittman (Nurs ’55)
Sarah Black Pulley (Nurs ’61)
Edwin C. Stone Sr. (Law ’64)
Richard D. Houser (Educ ’67)
Robert H. Miles (Col ’69)
Richard A. Moniuszko (Col ’72)
Ellen J. Bernstein (Educ ’74)
Joyce Galbraith Colony (Grad ’75)
James R. W. Bayes (Law ’76)
Elizabeth C. Dalgliesh (Educ ’78)
Nancy M. Nearing (Col ’78)
Sarah K. Thornley (Col ’78)
Lisa Biache Clausen (Nurs ’80)
Marcus C. Rice (Res/Fel ’80)
Seth Williams (Col ’80)
Tien Michael Nguyen (Engr ’81)
William B. Smith Jr. (Col ’81)
Daniel J. Mohan (Col ’82)
Anne W. Coupe (Col ’84)
Judith D. Conner (Darden ’86)
James V. Gainer (Engr ’86)
David J. Reape (Engr ’86)
Clayman B. Edwards (Com ’87,
Grad ’88)
Michelle Lewis (Law ’87)
Andrew Vorona (Col ’87)
Alfred Francis Frey III (Col ’88)
Kevin V. McAlevy (Law ’88)
Jill C. Prescott (Col ’88)
Leslie Iacono Ghize (Col ’89)
Patsy Wagner Buelow (Col ’90)
Julie Germaine F. Rochon (Col ’90)
Kimberly Lucas Agner (Com ’91)
Debra A. Gantt (Educ ’91)
Katharine Austin Hart (Col ’91)
Michelle E. Morton (Col ’91)
Anne Margaret White (Engr ’91)
Robert W. Hadaway (Col ’92)
F. William LeBeau (Engr ’92)
Anne McConnell (Nurs ’92)
Spencer Moore (Grad ’92, ’00)
Jennifer Nunes Zoga (Col ’92)
Anna Keller Bondi (Col ’93, Educ ’93)
Coy E. Hawkins III (Engr ’93, ’06)
Marissa Cruz Ochave (Com ’93,
Grad ’94)
Nicole E. Roberts-Boyd (Col ’93)
Deepak R. Talreja (Col ’93, Med ’97)
John Chun Shen Kang Jr. (Col ’94)
Kami Lynn Kraus (Col ’94)
Michael A. Mancusi (Com ’94)
Amanda C. Rickers (Col ’94)
Carla J. Hunt (Educ ’95)
Cari Hamm Nee (Engr ’95)
James E. Morton III (Engr ’96)
Amy Cwalina Otteni (Col ’96)
Peter Vincent Otteni (Com ’96)
Edward M. Trusty Jr. (Col ’96, Educ ’96)
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Max Williams (Col ’96)
Carolina R. Diaz-Bonilla (Col ’97)
Allison Lauren Hale (Col ’97, Educ ’97)
Lola Bird (Arch ’98)
Patricia C. Saternye (Arch ’98, ’06)
Kathleen Campbell (Arch ’99)
Julie M. Phillips (Educ ’99)
Aaron Remorenko (Col ’99)
James P. Steichen (Col ’99)
Angela F. Cholakis (Com ’00)
Peter H. Garth (Engr ’00)
James D. Langley (Col ’00)
Dirk Christian Phillips (Grad ’00)
Nathan R. Speight (Col ’00)
Catharine M. Williams (Col ’00)
S. Taylor Williams (Col ’00,
Darden ’07)
Ronald N. Keener III (Engr ’01, ’03)
Amber M. Ulbrich (Grad ’01)
Jonathan M. Sheffield (Col ’02,
Engr ’05)
Sarah A. Hoffman (Col ’03)
Sidharth Murdeshwar (Com ’03)
Joseph J. Shropshire (Darden ’03)
Ian S. Hoffman (Col ’04)
Alex Triplett (Com ’04)
Schuyler J. Williams (Col ’04)
Emily K. Benton (Col ’05)
Grace Shin Im (Com ’05)
Sarah R. Payne (Com ’05)
Johnna Brook Shaver (Com ’05)
Jack Thorman (Col ’05, Educ ’08, ’17)
Amy R. Lee (Col ’06, Grad ’09)
Amy Yancey Hale (Col ’07,
Educ ’07, ’13)
Yongwon Lee (Engr ’07)
Cameron Munson (Col ’07)
Edwin P. Munson Jr. (Col ’07)
Marina Omar (Col ’07, Grad ’10, ’16)
Mary Belle Ott (Col ’07)
Matthew J. Benton (Col ’08)
Nicole S. Ponticorvo (Col ’09)
John J. Wetzel (Engr ’09)
Tallie C. Wetzel (Engr ’09, Batten ’10)
David W. Pomeroy (Com ’10, ’11)
Traci Lynn Ragukas (Col ’10)
Michael J. Bucher (Darden ’11)
Miriam Kirubel (Col ’11)
Robert L. Grey (Com ’12)
Benjamin T. Grieser (Col ’12, Com ’13)
Andrea I. Mousouris (Col ’12)
Qiyao Liu (Col ’13)
Zoe M. Bellars (Col ’14)
Joseph J. Kim (Col ’14, Med ’17)
Henry B. Kittredge (Col ’14)
Zachary R. Lewis (Col ’14)
Ayoade J. Asekun (Grad ’15)
Kenneth J. Cherry III (Col ’15)
Ammara Tammez Ansari (Col ’16)
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Katharine L. Darden (Com ’16)
Samantha J. Kritzer (Engr ’16)
Nicholas M. Lindsay (Com ’16)
Emily C. Strait (Col ’16)
Brianna Elizabeth Burnett (Col ’17)
Marcos Andre Cogo (Col ’17)
Thomas A. Holz (Darden ’17)
Derrick C. Blakely (Engr ’18, ’23)
Austin Z. Chen (Col ’18, Engr ’19)
Colleen M. Cox (Educ ’18)
Caroline Kathryn Cruz (SCPS ’18)
Erica M. Dattero (Batten ’18)
Kellen O. Dunnavant (Col ’18,
Arch ’20)
Meghan E. Hefferon (Col ’18)
Collins R. Huff III (Col ’18)
Maeve B. Jones (Col ’18, Grad ’19)
Ethan A. Lowman (Col ’18, Engr ’19)
Collin D. Weber (Darden ’18)
Rachel Abrams (Col ’19)
Gabriella D. Bambino (Col ’19)
Alexandra M. Benoit (Col ’19)
Jeffrey Constantz (Col ’19)
Chandrika Dandamudi (Col ’19)
Isabella M. Dillon (Col ’19, Grad ’24)
Eleanor G. Dinsmore (Col ’19)
Peter V. Eck (Com ’19)
Taylor M. Ehrlich (Col ’19)
Herbert E. Fitzgerald IV (Col ’19)
Stuart T. Forrester (Engr ’19)
Jacqueline R. Green (Com ’19)
Lauren Greenwood (Col ’19)
Robert W. Haggart (Col ’19,
Batten ’20)
Raewyn L. Haines (Engr ’19)
Thornton M. Hare (Law ’19)
Henry B. Harris IV (Col ’19)
Maxwell B. Johnson (Col ’19)
Daniel Judge (Col ’19)
Matthew Kesselman (Com ’19)
Christine O. Macey (Col ’19)
Rachel E. Macey (Col ’19)
Mark M. Manahan (Col ’19)
Mei Ling T. McAfee (Engr ’19)
Kira McBride (Col ’19)
Jack J. Mehr (Col ’19)
Thomas M. Mulholland (Batten ’19)
Mark T. Phillips (Educ ’19)
Erin Puckette (Engr ’19)
Alexandra Rains (Col ’19)
Rahul R. Shah (Col ’19)
Yili V. Shang (Col ’19)
Claire C. Simons (Col ’19)

Michael C. Thompson (Col ’19)
Melvin G. Walker (Col ’19)
Elizabeth E. Weller (Nurs ’19)
Naina A. Wodon (Col ’19)
Elin A. Woolf (Col ’19)
Kristin M. Zwicklbauer (Col ’19)
Oluwatimilehin M. Ayoh (Col ’20)
Sarah J. Carter (Col ’20)
Jericho R. Casper (Col ’20)
Victoria A. Dancu (Col ’20)
Olivia L. Descanvelle (Col ’20)
Jemalyn A. Harvey (Col ’20)
Jacob M. Hegemier (Engr ’20)
Vivian W. Lin (Engr ’20)
Joseff A. Medina (Engr ’20)
Ashby A. Poindexter (Col ’20)
Taylor T. Rice (Col ’20)
Christopher G. Simon (Col ’20)
Henry W. Smith III (Engr ’20)
Nicholas W. Smith (Engr ’20)
Emma T. White (Col ’20)
Nicholas B. Zylstra (Col ’20)
David Ardito Barletta (Arch ’21)
Evan J. Brandt (Col ’21)
Grayson C. Brown (Col ’21)
Tyler Clark (Engr ’21)
Kyle N. Ebanks (Engr ’21)
Anne Fuhrman (Col ’21)
Frank C. Hancock (Col ’21)
Venable R. Johnson (Col ’21)
Michelle M. Kim (Col ’21)
Stephen M. Mann (Darden ’21)
Katherine A. Myers (Col ’21)
Anthony J. Siciliano (Col ’21)
Anna C. Winter (Engr ’21)
Nicole L. Avidon (Col ’22)
Emily N. Bekker (Col ’22)
Caroline R. Brunner (Col ’22)
Rebecca A. Franks (Col ’22)
Jennifer S. Glazier (Col ’22)
Alyssa M. Glusica (Col ’22)
Jordan R. Howard (Arch ’22)
Kassidy A. Irby (Col ’22)
Kathleen A. Madden (Col ’22)
Lauryn E. Nilson (Col ’22)
Cathryn E. Palmer (Engr ’22)
Aubrey L. Winger (Engr ’22)
Michele J. Ahn (Col ’23)
Reid Biondo (Col ’23)
Lucas H. Bires (Col ’23)
Ryland C. Buck (Engr ’23)
Caroline G. Burke (Nurs ’23)
Andrew P. Cabalu (Col ’23)

Brandon M. Caramanis (Col ’23)
Michael J. Chih (Col ’23)
Supraja L. Daita (Col ’23)
David S. DiMeglio (Col ’23)
Alexander J. Dixon (Engr ’23)
Hannah M. Fleming (Col ’23)
Scott G. Freeman (Col ’23)
Megan L. Grohowski (Col ’23)
Thomas Gwilliam (Engr ’23)
Thomas J. Hegerich (Engr ’23)
Chloe N. Hoang (Col ’23)
Andrew S. Hunter (Col ’23)
Joan M. Kim (Col ’23)
Alexander W. Koenig (Engr ’23)
John G. Lane (Col ’23)
Zachary Lieberman (Engr ’23)
Margaret M. Lloyd (Col ’23)
Ian P. Lucas (Engr ’23)
Riley B. McDonald (Col ’23)
Joseph R. McGraw (Col ’23)
Grace Motta (Col ’23)
Sarah E. Murphy (Engr ’23)
Anusha V. Nandyala (Col ’23)
Anna C. Ponsi (Col ’23)
Ryan J. Post (Col ’23)
Elizabeth M. Rankin (Col ’23)
Melinda N. Serrano (Educ ’23)
Christine E. Siegal (Col ’23)
Paige L. Stanley (Col ’23)
Katelyn Stephens (Col ’23)
Jackson H. Stoner (Engr ’23)
Shivapriya B. Viswanathan (Col ’23)
Lauren M. Wade (Col ’23)
Chloe G. Wetzler (Col ’23)
Sarah E. Whiteside (Col ’23)
Katrina A. Yankovich (Col ’23)
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Marshall Hunt
Vincent Ilustre
Natalie Jacobsen
Josephine Aiello Lebeau
Michael Petegorsky
Leonard Pulley
Mary C. Rice
Brian Rickers
Beverly Rudolph
Christopher Shaver
Jennifer Kornegay Smith
Edward E. Wagner

To join the Alumni Association, call 434-243-9000, visit alumni.virginia.edu,
or write to Alumni Hall, P.O. Box 400314, Charlottesville, VA 22904.
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LIFE
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JOIN TODAY!
alumni.virginia.edu

MEMBERSHIP
MAKES A DIFFERENCE

434-243-9000
Your membership is tax deductible.

Alumni Association Membership plays a crucial role in providing
quality programs and services that benefit the University, students and alumni.
Dues help make possible the University of Virginia Magazine, Reunions, student activities,
Alumni Career Services, Admissions Liaison Program, scholarships and awards.
Members enjoy great benefits, including:
Free football game parking at Alumni Hall, free career advising, discounts from more
than 40 partners, including UVA Bookstores, hotels, restaurants and more.
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The uncommon accommodation,
coming early 2020.
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Class Notes
’50s

Betty Phipps Roberts (Nurs ’53) entered
her book about Alzheimer’s, Midnight
Chronicles, in the Frankfurt Book Fair in
October 2019. Roberts says, “My ‘advanced age’ never bothers me until I pick
up the Virginia Magazine, turn to Class
Notes and find the first listing as the ’60s.
Where are the ’50s folks? Surely, I’m not
the only one still doing stuff.’”

’60s
Jack Ray Gallagher (Educ ’68), director
of Clarity Pharma Research, was appointed editor of Current Trends in Clinical
and Medical Sciences. He co-chaired
the session on gynecological oncology
at the Pioneer Century Science Fourth
Global Obstetrics and Gynaecology
Congress-2019. Additionally, his presentation at the European Society for Medical
Oncologists Congress 2018, on adverse
events of a new type of ovarian cancer
treatment, was selected for publication
and distribution by OncLive.
Ken Manson (Com ’68) published Bring
Me Back Alive: A Memoir of Adventure,
Luck, and Terror in the Air. Manson’s first
book covers his flying experiences as a
U.S. Air Force pilot during the Vietnam
War years—from his training in 1967 at
the UVA airport (Milton Field) to his time
as a Jolly Green Giant rescue pilot in
1973. Flip Viles (Col ’68 L/M) served as
an editor. Manson is the father of Ashley
Manson Marratt (Col ’94 L/M) and
William Manson (Col ’99 L/M), who is a
doctor at UVA Hospital.
Ed Offley (Col ’69) won first prize in the
Military Reporters & Editors 2019 journalism competition (in the category of print

publication under 100,000 circulation).
Offley’s winning article, published in MHQ:
The Quarterly Journal of Military History,
was an investigative piece revealing new
details about the 1968 sinking of the
nuclear attack submarine USS Scorpion
and its 99-man crew.
Jack Sutor Jr. (Col ’69) published The Ice
Meadows, the first book of a two-volume
story set in and around Virginia, under the
pen name Edmund Burwell. The novel tells
the story of the Rev. Joseph Stephenson,
a priest, lawyer and former teacher who
fights “against addiction and denial as he
tries to minister to his flock with integrity
and compassion.”

’70s
Thomas R. Bagby (Col ’72, Law ’75 L/M)
retired from practicing law at Woods
Rogers in Roanoke, Virginia. He was the
longtime chair of the firm’s labor and
employment practice and previously
served as chair and president of the firm.
He served as president of the Virginia
Bar Association in 2013. Bagby and his
wife, Kathleen, live in Roanoke and will
spend winters in Merida, Mexico. Their
sons, Matthew Bagby (Col ’08) and
David Bagby (Col ’09), live and work in
Singapore and Dubai, respectively.
Mark Dahl (Col ’72) focuses his energies
on the game of bridge after spending 28
years in the securities industry. Since
first learning from Lem Marshall (Col
’72), Dahl has won four national championships, attaining the rank of Grand Life
Master. He says, “Unbelievably, my wife,
Catherine Collard Dahl (Grad ’77), hasn’t
seen fit to leave yet!”
Charles W. Snyder (Grad ’73, ’79)
published an article, “The Economics

Indicates a corresponding photograph or video
online at uvamagazine.org/classnotes.
L/M Indicates Life Member of the Alumni Association

of Plenty: Glenn Frank and the Great
Depression,” in the Summer 2018 issue of
The Historian.
Raymond B. Dyer (Col ’74, Med ’77, Res
’81 L/M) was honored with the creation of
an award in his name by the Department
of Radiology at Wake Forest University
School of Medicine, where he has been
on the faculty for 36 years. The award
is given annually to a resident who has
made an outstanding contribution to
radiology education.
David T. Beers (Col ’75 L/M) has coauthored another joint staff working paper
on the Bank of Canada-Bank of England
sovereign default database. Covering the
period 1960 to 2018, it’s the only dataset
that quantifies and tracks all types of
defaulted debt owed to official and private
creditors.
Johnny “Jon” Hunt (Col ’75 L/M) published a book, Asking the Moon to Leave.
Jill Stein Tietjen (Engr ’76 L/M) was
inducted into the Colorado Authors’ Hall
of Fame in the 2019 inaugural class.
She recently published her latest book,
Hollywood: Her Story, An Illustrated
History of Women and the Movies.
Bill “Philly” Reeside (Engr ’77 L/M)
retired from the nuclear power industry
in March 2019. Highlights of his career
include 10 years as a licensed senior
reactor operator and seven trips to North
Korea in support of the Korean Peninsula
Energy Development Organization. That
cooperative effort among North Korea,
South Korea, Japan and the U.S. substitutes commercial nuclear power for
nuclear weapon development. Reeside
now works part time with Habitat for
Humanity in York County, South Carolina,
and he and his wife, Sandy, represented
Habitat at a Big Build in Romania this fall.
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Everett “Bo” Fairlamb (Arch ’78) was
promoted to senior associate in the
Richmond, Virginia, office of Quinn Evans
Architects. Fairlamb serves as a mentor
in the USGBC Connect the Dots Green
Schools Challenge.
Judy Coutts (Arch ’79) was presented with a Public Impact Award
by Preservation Pennsylvania for her
historic preservation work on a property
in Altoona, Pennsylvania. The project
also earned a national award from the
2019 Chrysalis Awards for Remodeling
Excellence.
Mark Lester (Law ’79) published H.H.
Asquith: Last of the Romans. The book
chronicles the life of H.H. Asquith
(1852–1928), the longest-serving British
prime minister between Lord Liverpool
and Margaret Thatcher.
George Shipp (Col ’79, Darden ’82 L/M)
is senior managing director and lead portfolio manager, and Adam Bergman (Com
’96) is executive director and associate
portfolio manager, of Sterling Capital
Management.

Denice Heller Wardrop (Engr ’79,
Grad ’87 L/M) replaced Bill Ball (Engr
’76 L/M) as executive director for
Chesapeake Research Consortium, a
regional science collaborative.
Kevin Whitaker (Col ’79 L/M) returned
to the U.S. in August 2019 after more
than five years of service as U.S.
ambassador to Colombia. The longestserving ambassador to that country
in a century, he oversaw U.S. relations
with Colombia during a historically
significant moment—the peace process
with the FARC terrorist organization—
and worked with two U.S. and two
Colombian administrations. Whitaker
entered the Foreign Service immediately
after graduation from UVA. Before his
confirmation as ambassador in 2014, he
served in various senior positions in his
40 years of service and attained the rank
of career minister, the second-highest
rank in the Foreign Service.

’80s
William Clark (Col ’80 L/M) was appointed to the board of the education nonprofit
Breakthrough New York, which works to
provide comprehensive support to talented kids from low-income backgrounds
from middle school through college and
into careers. Clark is vice chairman of
Global Corporate Banking at J.P. Morgan.
Lee Ledbetter (Arch ’80), a New Orleansbased architect and interior designer,
published his first book, The Art of Place:
Architecture and Interiors. The book
showcases Ledbetter’s understanding of
both architecture and the decorative arts
through his firm’s residential projects and
civic buildings as well as his own homes
in New Orleans and beyond. His time at
UVA, under the guidance of professor
Bruce Abbey and through the University’s
Vicenza program, shaped his understanding and love for both architecture and
art history that is evident throughout his
monograph.
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2.55 forest-meadow acres in new development at M.P.
192 just East of I-77, mountaintop 3000’ elevation, level
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& panoramic view overlooking NC Piedmont & 60
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Louise Phipps Senft (Col '83)
Relational Mediator with 25 years experience
with thousands of families, their advisors, their
next generations across the country.
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Will Trinkle (Col ’80 L/M) was elected in
June 2019 to a second term on the board
of directors of Charlottesville’s Paramount
Theater. He also serves on the boards of
Virginia Humanities and Roanoke’s Mill
Mountain Theatre, and he is serving for
the 18th and final year on the board of
trustees of Hollins University.
Gary S. Henley (Arch ’81 L/M) was
appointed to the Architectural Review
Board for Hanover County, Virginia.
He has served on the Hanover Historic
Commission as representative for the
Montpelier Center for Arts & Education
since 2012.
Pamela Harris Lawton (Col ’81), associate professor in art education at Virginia
Commonwealth University, just completed a distinguished chair Fulbright at
the University of Edinburgh in Scotland
and a Tate Modern Exchange Artist
Associateship in London. She published

Community-Based Art Education Across
the Lifespan: Finding Common Ground,
based on 18 years of research in community-based art.
Deborah E. Sheetenhelm Hammond
(Arch ’82 L/M) published her 20th novel,
Both Sides Now. Set in 2019 and 1861,
the novel explores the first summer of the
Civil War from the eyes of a 21st century
woman who time traveled to her hometown during the perilous first weeks of
the war.
Thomas B. Gore (Res ’83), a cardiologist in LaGrange, Georgia, published his
first book, David Carr Glover Musical
Scrapbook: From Mickey Mouse to Super
Success, a tribute to the life of David Carr
Glover of Portsmouth, Virginia. Glover
composed many teaching pieces for students learning piano and, having worked
for Disney for many years, was associated
with the Mickey Mouse theme song.

Gary Torrell (Law ’83) joined Hooper,
Lundy & Bookman, a national law
firm focused on health care, as a
partner. Torrell’s practice covers business
transactions and litigation for health care
and other practice areas.
Christine Cho (Col ’85 L/M) was promoted to senior associate in the Washington,
D.C., office of Quinn Evans Architects.
Peter Clarke (Engr ’85 L/M), a rear
admiral in the U.S. Navy, is retiring from
military service after a 34-year career
serving primarily on submarines. He most
recently served as director of strategic
plans, policy and logistics for the U.S.
Transportation Command, where he
led efforts to transform the joint force’s
understanding of strategic mobility and
helped shift the command’s mindset from
business to warfighting.

Crozet, Virginia

Magniﬁcent, extraordinarily well protected estate parcel, of 28+ acres fronting Beaver Creek Reservoir.
Excellent mix of open meadow and mature hardwoods, with commanding lake and Blue Ridge Mountains views.
Spectacular homesite! First time ever to be oﬀered for sale. $1,200,000 MLS#593901

The Land Office

(434) 951-5102 jim@jimbonner.com

Luxury
International

Charlottesville

Ednam Hall • 1100 Dryden Lane • Charlottesville, VA 22903
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John McCarthy (Col ’85) is spending a
year in Tokyo as a visiting faculty member
of the English communication department
of Showa Women’s University. He is joined
by his wife and two daughters. McCarthy
is director of curriculum of Showa Boston,
the university’s study abroad campus.
Lyle Dukes (Col ’86 L/M) began his
term as the 10th chairman of the Prince
William Chamber of Commerce in July
2019. Dukes serves as senior pastor of
Harvest Life Church and is the founder and
former CEO of Mainstream Concepts, a
media marketing company. Dukes has also
written several books and publications. He
and his wife have a daughter, a son-in-law
and three grandsons.
Bob Dundervill (Col ’86 L/M) and Ian
McKenna (Col ’86 L/M), both members
of Phi Delta Theta, competed as a team
in the annual Swiss Epic mountain bike
stage race. The five-day race was 350
kilometers in total with 12,000 meters of
climbing. Dundervill is an ophthalmologist
practicing in Charleston, West Virginia,
and McKenna is an emergency medicine
physician in Portland, Oregon.
Robert W. Karow (Arch ’86) joined Quinn
Evans Architects as a senior associate
and director of technical services in its
Washington, D.C., office. He brings more
than 30 years of experience and will
advise on projects nationwide.
Susan Friedlander Earman (Col ’87 L/M)
was appointed as a judge for the Fairfax
General District Court. Before taking the
bench, she was in private practice for 26
years working with her father, Mark P.
Friedlander Jr (Col ’51, Law ’57 L/M), in
their family law firm. Susan is the wife
of Chris J. Earman (Engr ’85 L/M) and
mother of Christopher J. Earman Jr.
(Engr ’16).
Lawrence Hyman (Col ’89 L/M) is an
exhibition officer for the National Gallery
of Art in Washington, D.C. He previously
served as manager of exhibition and curatorial planning at the Hirshhorn Museum
and Sculpture Garden.
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Kendall Jones (Col ’89 L/M) was hired
as senior corporate counsel of California
Pizza Kitchen at its corporate headquarters in Playa Vista, California. Jones lives
in Thousand Oaks, California, with her
three children.
Carin M. Smilk (Col ’89 L/M) won first
place in the online feature news category
of the Pennsylvania Press Club’s annual
journalism competition. The winning
article, “Grief Into Action,” is a story
about grappling with the aftermath of
the Oct. 27, 2018, synagogue shooting in
Pittsburgh. She won second place for the
same story from the affiliated National
Federation of Press Women.
Michael D. Steger (Col ’89, Law ’93,
Grad ’93 L/M) has been appointed cochair of the American Bar Association’s
Intellectual Property Litigation Committee.
Steger practices copyright, trademark
and entertainment law in New York City
and was recently named a fellow of the
American Bar Foundation.

’90s
Bill Decker (Col ’90, Engr ’95, ’96 L/M)
was named director of business affairs
and commercialization for the Office of
Innovation and Commercialization at the
University of California, San Diego. He
leads a team dedicated to seeing commercial products result from the creation of
intellectual property and other modes of
innovation at the school.
Lynn Oliver Fox (Educ ’90, Grad ’90) was
elected president of the American Cleft
Palate-Craniofacial Association. She is an
associate professor of speech-language
pathology at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she is a
member of the UNC craniofacial team.
Darwin K. Hayes (Arch ’91) was named
dental director for New Jersey by the
state’s Department of Health. Hayes will
oversee dental services and programs
for New Jersey residents. Before joining
the department, Hayes served nearly

seven years as the lead co-director of the
General Practice Residency Program at
BronxCare Health System.
Curry Pajcic (Col ’91 L/M) was named
Trial Lawyer of the Year for Florida by the
American Board of Trial Advocates. The
award is given for an attorney’s cumulative body of work over the past year.
Pajcic’s client in one case was awarded a
$4.3 million verdict after being critically
injured by a distracted driver. Pajcic also
worked to defend judiciary independence
as president of Jacksonville’s chapter.
Jeanne Murphy Meyer (Col ’92 L/M)
and Gregory Bennett Meyer (Col ’90)
were married on July 21, 2019, in Newport
News, Virginia. The couple lives in
Ashburn and Midlothian, Virginia.
Anthony Lowman (Engr ’93 L/M) was
appointed as provost and senior vice
president for academic affairs at Rowan
University, which has campuses in
Glassboro, Camden and Stratford, New
Jersey. Lowman has served as dean of the
university’s Henry M. Rowan College of
Engineering since 2013.
Christina Hendrick Melton (Col ’93),
recently named as deputy director
of Louisiana Public Broadcasting,
co-authored Preserving Our Roots:
My Journey to Save Seeds and Stories
with Blackberry Farm master gardener
John Coykendall. Melton also served
as executive producer and director of
Seize and Secure: The Battle for La Fière,
a documentary that broadcast on PBS
on the 75th anniversary of D-Day. The
film chronicles a relatively unknown but
pivotal battle fought over a small stone
bridge along a critical inland route for
American forces during the Allied invasion.
Melton was nominated for a 2019 Webby
Award from the International Academy
of Digital Arts and Sciences as writer and
producer of “Nourish,” a Louisiana Public
Broadcasting/PBS Digital Studios series.
The series featured Dr. Howard Conyers,
NASA rocket engineer and South Carolina
whole-hog BBQ pitmaster, as host in his
exploration of Southern food culture and
traditions. Melton lives in Louisiana with

her husband, Jamar Melton (Col ’92), and
their three teenage sons.
Robert Muckenfuss (Col ’93 L/M) was
appointed chair of the Complex Commercial
Litigation Department at the law firm of
McGuireWoods. Robert lives in Charlotte,
North Carolina, and has a national practice
focused on financial services litigation.
Muckenfuss is married to Heather Browne
Muckenfuss (Col ’93 L/M), and they have
three children: Parker, 20; Malin, 17; and
Jack, 15.
Melissa Farmer Richards (Col ’93 L/M)
was appointed vice president for communications and marketing at Hamilton College
in September 2019.
Irma Goyal Shrivastava (Com ’93 L/M)
has started a new role as chief marketing officer for Randstad USA, the largest
business unit of Randstad, an HR services
company. Shrivastava will be based at the
company’s U.S. headquarters in Atlanta.

In Memoriam
Thomas W. Ballard (Col ’61)
Wilson A. Campbell II (Col ’64)
Charles A. Coleman Jr. (Com ’49)
Robert C. Gardner (Com ’53)
William M. Hill (Col ’43)
William P. Hoagland Sr. (Col ’51)
Walker T. Houk (Col ’90)
Thomas R. Lewis (Col ’65)
Joseph Mehalick (Educ ’54)
Thomas E. Mullen (Col ’52)
Jonathan W. Old Jr. (Eng ’47)
Frederic H. Phillips (Com ’51)
Armistead Talman MD (Col ’54)
John S. Walker III (Col ’51)
Armistead M. Williams MD (Col ’48)

Adam Olenn (Col ’95 L/M) launched Rustle
& Spark, a strategic marketing and communications firm. With a diverse list of clients,
this new venture has reconnected him with
old friends, because several Wahoos have
joined the team, including Amanda Upson
(Col ’95 L/M) and Melba Black (Col ’95).
Catherine Keller Brown (Col ’97)
co-edited Hope for Recovery: Stories
of Healing From Eating Disorders with
Christina Tinke. The book’s essays emphasize each writer’s journey to recovery, providing hope for individuals suffering from
an eating disorder as well as for their loved
ones. The book also includes insights from
mental health professionals. A portion of
the book’s proceeds will support local and
national eating disorder organizations.
Jeff Gowdy (Engr ’97) has been named
a director of Sustainserv, a Zurich- and
Boston-based corporate sustainability,
analytics and communications firm that
acquired J. Gowdy Consulting, a Nashvillebased sustainability consulting firm.
Gowdy has won several awards, including
the Nashville Emerging Leaders Award for
Business Services and a Nashville Business

Your personal financial goals
deserve a personal approach.
Putting the needs of clients first is the approach we believe in. We’ll work with
you to find the right financial solutions to help you plan for your unique goals.
And together, we’ll track your progress over time, adjusting your plan along the
way to help get you where you want to go.
434.220.4671
941 Glenwood Station Lane, Ste 203
Charlottesville, VA 22901
michael.s.hancock@ampf.com
www.oakheartfinancialgroup.com
CA Insurance #0F50530
AR license #2061936
OakHeart Financial Group
A private wealth advisory practice
of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.
Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise
Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment adviser.
© 2019 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (02/19)
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Journal 40 Under 40 Award. Gowdy has
taught at the Vanderbilt University Owen
Graduate School of Management since
2011.
Nayna Agrawal (Col ’98) is a 2019 ABC
Disney TV Writers Program fellow. She is
one of eight selected from 2,000 applicants. She recently joined ABC’s new
rom-com hourlong show, The Baker and
the Beauty, as a staff writer. Her play,
Dharma, was selected for the Athena
Reading Series in New York City in
September.
Khalilah L. Brown-Dean (Col ’98)
published Identity Politics in the United
States, a book that shows how conflicts
over group identity are an inescapable
feature of American political development.
Brown-Dean shows how the U.S. became
so divided and how to move forward. She
is a tenured associate professor of political
science at Quinnipiac University and a
frequent political contributor to numerous
media outlets.
Bryan Caplin (Col ’98 L/M) has joined
Andela as chief revenue officer. Backed
by the Chan Zuckerberg Initiative, GV and
Spark Capital, Andela invests in Africa’s
most talented software engineers to help
companies solve the technical talent
shortage and build high-performing distributed engineering teams.

COMM ’79
Charlottesville Native

Jonathan C. Hamilton (Law ’98) has
spent the past two decades with the global
law firm White & Case in Washington,
D.C. As the firm’s head of Latin American
arbitration, he has handled a range of key
disputes across Latin America, ranging
from sovereign debt disputes to the recuperation of artifacts of Machu Picchu. He
is the distinguished faculty chair of the
International Arbitration Institute at the
University of Miami School of Law.
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Tara DePorte (Col ’01) founded the
Human Impacts Institute in 2010, recognizing a need for creative approaches to

sustainability and global coalition building.
Before starting the institute, DePorte
was director of environmental education
and program director for a New York City
community-based organization, developing opportunities for inner-city youth to
learn about, and develop responsibility for,
their local environment. She has served
as a global representative of The Climate
Reality Project since 2006 and is an
adjunct professor at Webster University in
the Netherlands.
John Houser (Col ’01, Darden ’08) and his
wife, Eve, launched The Bedlam Street Co.,
which makes the embroidery process more
efficient, affordable and expressive.
Aaron Peters (Engr ’01 L/M), his wife,
Stephanie, and their son, Jude, welcomed
a daughter, Avery Sarah, on Aug. 3, 2019.
Elizabeth “Liz” Martinez Cornetta (Educ
’02 L/M) published The Argyle Crocodile
Learns About Being Different, a children’s
book that aims to make readers feel good
about themselves and inspires them to
help others do the same.
Jill Mitchell (Com ’03 L/M) received
the American Accounting Association/
J. Michael and Mary Anne Cook/Deloitte
Foundation Prize in the two-year college
category. Mitchell has taught at Northern
Virginia Community College since 2008
and has been an adjunct at George Mason
University since 2009. She is a past
president of the Washington, D.C., chapter
of the Accounting & Financial Women’s
Alliance and is a former board member for
the Virginia Society of CPAs.
Maya Lazarevic Rodriguez (Col ’03) published her first book, Grenades as Lullabies,
which tells the true story of an escape
from civil war in Bosnia.
Alex Roosenburg (Col ’04, Educ ’05 L/M)
started her own school after spending a
decade teaching in schools around the
world. Capitol Learning Academy opened
to the first cohort of students in fall 2019
and provides a progressive education for
the future. Roosenburg intends to create a
scaled model that can be offered to public

and charter schools nationwide.
Chris Ferenc (Col ’05 L/M) was
promoted to partner in the intellectual property group at Katten Muchin
Rosenman. Ferenc has been with Katten
since 2010, assisting clients in resolving
complex patent and technology-related
disputes in the federal courts and U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office.
Michael Kochan (Col ’05, Darden ’10) and
Alexandra Sadvari welcomed a daughter,
Katherine, on Aug. 8, 2019. Kate joins
brothers Will, 5, and Jack, 2. The family
lives in Toronto, where Alex is an environmental lawyer and Mike is a partner with
Bain & Co.
Katie Nelson Marsh (Col ’05) and her
husband, Bradley, welcomed their second
child, Nelson Linwood, on March 20, 2019.
Nelson joins his big brother, Augie, and
is the grandson of Karen Bingler Nelson
(Educ ’80, ’18) and Stephen Nelson
(Col ’78), the great-grandson of Joseph
Bingler (Educ ’54, ’66), and the nephew
of Rebecca Marsh (Col ’09) and Joseph
Nelson (Col ’13).
Julie Walko (Nurs ’05) is an adult gerontology nurse practitioner after earning her
MSN from the University of North Dakota
in 2019.
Chad Cole (Engr ’06) published his first
book, My 93 Year Old Roommate, which
documents the two years he spent living
with his grandfather.
John Stith (Col ’06) published his first
children’s book, The Climbing Tree, about
two brothers exploring the contours of their
relationship through the power of imagination. The book, promoted as “an eloquent,
poetic fable with a timeless message,” was
a No. 1 New Release on Amazon.
Melody Robertson Weigel (Col ’06) was
elected 2019-20 staff senate president of
the University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
She also serves as adviser for the OutLaw
Legal Society at the university’s William
H. Bowen School of Law and works in the
admissions office.

— 2018 UVA Advance Student
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Kristen Peters Watson (Col ’07 L/M)
and her husband, Tripp, welcomed a son,
Robert Joseph, on Aug. 12, 2019. Robert
is the grandson of Randy Peters (Col
’78, Med ’82 L/M). The family lives in
Birmingham, Alabama, where Kristen is an
attorney with Burr & Forman.
Christopher Warren Winter (Col ’07 L/M)
and Megan Van Syckle Winter (Com ’09
L/M) welcomed their first child, Caroline
Godsey, on Aug. 22, 2019. The family lives
in Charlottesville.

Tucker, 4, and Tanner, 2. The family lives in
Charlotte, North Carolina, where Andrew
is a vice president in the technology group
at Wells Fargo, and Kristin is a manager in
the financial accounting advisory services
group at Ernst & Young.

’10s

James Erickson (Col ’08) was appointed
chair of the Visual Arts Department at
Woodberry Forest School in Woodberry
Forest, Virginia. He and his wife, Jenna
Erickson (Nurs ’10), moved to campus
with their five children in July.

Erin Avery (Col ’11 L/M) combines her love
of travel and performing with her degree
in English literature in her career as cast
manager and lead vocalist and dancer in
production shows with Carnival Cruise
Line’s Carnival Entertainment division. In
addition to her time with Carnival, Avery
has worked within the events industry and
travel concierge sphere.

Kristin Clarke Marshaleck (Com ’09) and
her husband, Andrew Marshaleck (Com
’10), welcomed their third child, Tenley
Paige. Tenley joins her older brothers

Lee Matalone (Col ’11) will publish Home
Making, her first novel, in February 2020.
The novel is about the intersection of three
people as they come to grips with identity,

family legacy and what it means to make a
house a true home. Matalone writes about
death and loss for The Rumpus. She lives
in South Carolina, where she is a lecturer
at Clemson University.
William Hill (Col ’12, Grad ’15 L/M) and
Jazzirelle Sepulveda (Col ’12 L/M) celebrated their wedding in Washington, D.C.,
on May 25, 2019. They met at UVA and
both attended Howard University, where
they earned professional degrees in medicine and law, respectively.
Amy Shroyer Lightbourn (Col ’12 L/M)
and James Lightbourn (Col ’12)
welcomed their first child, Landon
James, in August 2019. The Lightbourns
moved to their home in East Norwalk,
Connecticut, in March.
Caroline Massie (Col ’13 L/M) and
Richard DeJarnette (Com ’13 L/M) were
married on May 18, 2019, at the bride’s
family farm in Rappahannock County,

Buying or Selling A Home in Charlottesville?
Work With A Local Hoo!

Kathy Hall '77

Sally Niver Neill '85 Bunny French '89

Liz Raney '06

(434) 987-6917

(434) 531-9941

(434) 996-1029

(434) 242-3889

kathyhall@loringwoodriff.com

sally@loringwoodriff.com

bunny@loringwoodriff.com

liz@loringwoodriff.com

401 Park Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-4005
lwoodriff@loringwoodriff.com
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Virginia. The couple lives in Richmond,
Virginia, where Caroline works as a
marketing manager and Richard as an
accountant.
Arianna Parsons (Col ’13) and Grady
Kidder (Com ’13) were married in San
Francisco on May 26, 2019. Lots of fellow
’Hoos helped celebrate. Arianna and Grady
live in New York City.
Murielle de Wekker (Educ ’14) founded
FranceUS Connect, an independent
consultancy that promotes business and
cultural partnerships between the United
States and France. She teaches in the
French Department at UVA.
Dylan Staples (Engr ’14) married Rachel
Boots (Engr ’14) on Sept. 1, 2019, in
Charlottesville. The couple met at UVA
during their studies in civil engineering.
They now live in Washington, D.C., and
work as engineers.

James Raven (Col ’15 L/M) has recently
moved to New York City and is an evaluation associate at Alvarez & Marsal.
Harrison A. Tisdale (Col ’16 L/M) published The Geode King in July 2019.
Cara Broshkevitch (Engr ’17, ’18 L/M)
and Christopher Bayer (Engr ’17) were
married July 5, 2019, in Bluemont,
Virginia. They loved celebrating the day
with many fellow ’Hoos. They live in
Tacoma, Washington.
Harriet J. Kiers (Col ’19 L/M), daughter
of Susan Wingo Kiers (Col ’85 L/M) and
sister of Olivia J. Kiers (Col ’12 L/M), is
working a 10-month apprenticeship at
Champagne Lacroix Triaulaire in Aube,
France, to learn the Champagne-making
process.

ATTENTION
2010
Alumni
Student medical records
from the Elson Student
Health Center
are routinely destroyed
10 years after the date
of the last visit.
If you should need a copy
of your records, please
submit a Consent for the
Release of Medical
Information form.

v

The form is available online at

www.studenthealth.virginia.
edu/medical-records
Charges may apply.
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’40s
Beverley Nelson “Ben”
Wilkerson Jr. (Com ’40)
of Staunton, Virginia, died
May 7, 2019. He served in the
U.S. Army and later worked
as an accountant for Virginia
Electric and Power Co. for
more than 30 years. He ran
the food bank at First Baptist
Church, where he was a
deacon emeritus. Survivors
include his sister, a nephew
and two nieces, including
Martha O’Brien (Educ ’78).
B. Noland “Nick” Carter II
(Col ’47 L/M) of Richmond,
Virginia, died Aug. 25, 2018.
Dr. Carter enrolled in the U.S.
Navy’s V-12 ROTC Program
at UVA in 1943 and was in
active training with the Naval
Aviation Program when
World War II ended. After
being honorably discharged,
he returned to UVA, where he
was president of the Student
Council and a member of
the Z Society, T.I.L.K.A., St.
Anthony Hall and the boxing
team. Dr. Carter earned his
medical degree from Johns
Hopkins University and,
after completing his surgical
training at John Hopkins and
the University of Cincinnati,
began his career in private
practice in Richmond. In
1963, Dr. Carter joined the
surgical staff at JohnstonWillis Hospital, where he
became a founding member of Surgical Associates of
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Richmond. He loved teaching
and was appointed an associate professor at VCU Medical
School. He served as president of the Virginia Surgical
Society and the Southern
Society of Clinical Surgeons,
and on the Health Sciences
Board and on the advisory
board of the Beirne Carter
Immunology Center at UVA.
A lover of Virginia history, he
also served on the boards of
Preservation Virginia and the
Virginia Historical Society. In
retirement, Dr. Carter wrote
A Goodly Heritage, a history of
the Carter family in Virginia
dating back to 1635. While he
enjoyed traveling the world
with his wife, he was most
happy riding the tractor at his
farm in Albemarle County,
spending summers in Maine
and having a drink in front
of a fire with those he loved.
Survivors include his wife,
Sally; four children, including
Edward H. Carter (Col ’80
L/M); and six grandchildren.
J. Morris Saunders Jr.
(Col ’49 L/M) of Richmond,
Virginia, died April 22, 2019.
A native of Ashland, Virginia,
he graduated from St.
Christopher’s School in 1942.
After one year at Virginia
Military Institute, he served
four years in the U.S. Army.
He returned to VMI for one
more year before transferring to UVA, where he was
a member of Phi Kappa Psi.
After graduating in 1949,
Mr. Saunders returned to

WINTER 2019

Richmond, where he met
and married Betsy Clark
Brock. A longstanding member of the Commonwealth
Club, he retired in 1985 as
chairman of the board of
Virginia Commonwealth
Corp. Survivors include his
wife; children Gray, Beth and
Jane Meriwether Saunders
Fortune (Com ’90 L/M);
11 grandchildren, including
Dabney Saunders Ferguson
(Educ ’04) and Betsy
Downey (Educ ’04); and nine
great-grandchildren.

’50s
Herbert Sohn (Col ’50
L/M) of Chicago died June
7, 2019. A New York native,
Dr. Sohn took a detour from
his prelaw studies at UVA to
enlist in the U.S. Navy at 17.
He was stationed at Great
Lakes Naval Facility, north
of Chicago, a time memorialized in the documentary
Heroes on Deck: World War
II on Lake Michigan. He later
served in the U.S. Marine
Corps Reserves. After graduating from UVA, he earned his
medical degree from Chicago
Medical School in 1955 and
remained in the Chicago area
for the rest of his professional
life. Dr. Sohn later received
a law degree from the John
Marshall Law School. He
practiced urology for 59 years
at Louis A. Weiss Memorial
Hospital and helped found
the Strauss Surgical Group.

In addition to serving as president of several urological
associations, Dr. Sohn was a
member of many civic and
professional organizations
and active in politics, running
for mayor of Chicago as well
as for Congress. Known for his
sense of humor and boundless
enthusiasm, he had an endless capacity to serve others.
Survivors include his partner,
Kathleen “Kitty” Martin; children Andrew and Douglas; his
brother; two grandchildren;
and three stepgrandchildren.
Douglas Robert Copeland
(Grad ’51) of Winter Park,
Florida, died July 18, 2019.
He served in the U.S. Marines
in the Pacific theater of
World War II, where he was
awarded three Purple Hearts
and received the Bronze Star
Medal. He later served in the
U.S. Army during the Korean
War. Mr. Copeland received
his bachelor’s degree in chemistry and psychology from
Hampden-Sydney College and
earned a master’s degree in
education and training from
UVA. Survivors include his
children, Virginia and William,
and five grandchildren.
Samuel B. Hellier (Col ’51
L/M) of McLean, Virginia,
died July 15, 2019. He served
in the U.S. Army from 1944 to
1946 and later completed the
Management Development
Program at Harvard Business
School. He began his career
during the advent of the

nuclear submarine program at
Electric Boat (later a division
of General Dynamics Corp.).
He worked in the planning
and construction of U.S. Navy
nuclear submarines and in
the development of submarines for the United Kingdom.
His political career included
time as a Connecticut state
senator, during which time
he chaired the Corrections,
Welfare and Humane
Institution Committee, and
as a Republican nominee for
Congress. Mr. Hellier joined
the firm Booz Allen Hamilton
in 1975. He eventually settled
in McLean, Virginia, where
he founded ORS Associates, a
dedicated facilities relocation
planning and management
firm, in 1981. A compassionate family man, he was
active in the community. In
retirement, he coached and
mentored friends and family,
and wrote Broader the Base,
an Autobiography. Survivors
include four children, James,
Leslie, Scott and Carolyn;
11 grandchildren; eight
great-grandchildren; and his
brother and sister.
J. Stewart
Walker III (Col
’51 L/M) of
Charleston, South
Carolina, died
June 9, 2019. After his honorable discharge from the U.S.
Navy in 1946, he attended The
Citadel for one year before
transferring to UVA. At the
University, he was president
of Beta Theta Pi fraternity,
served on the Student Council
and the faculty-student athletic council, captained the
cross-country team, and ran
on the track team. He was a
member of Eli Banana and the

IMP Society. After graduation, he was a salesman with
Sinclair Refining Co. before
accepting a position with
South Carolina National Bank,
where he became a vice president. Mr. Walker was active in
civic, church and local affairs.
He served on many boards
including the Chamber of
Commerce, United Fund and
Christ School, and he was
president of the Legal Aid
Society. An avid outdoorsman, he enjoyed golf, hunting,
fishing and sailing. Survivors
include his daughter, Betsy,
and three grandchildren.
Leighton Mansfield Lobdell
(Col ’52 L/M) of Ponte Vedra
Beach, Florida, died June 15,
2019. He served in the U.S.
Army in Japan from 1946 to
1948, where he was known as
“Golden Toe” for his athletic
abilities. Later, Mr. Lobdell
worked at the Continental
Corp., rising to becoming vice
president and treasurer over
nearly 30 years. He served as
senior vice president and treasurer of the Brooklyn-based
Independence Savings Bank
until his retirement. Over the
years, Mr. Lobdell participated
in a variety of church, civic and
charitable activities, and he
played competitive and social
racquet sports, achieving some
statewide notoriety in several.
He was involved with the New
Jersey Junior Chamber of
Commerce and served a stint
as its international director. After retiring to Florida,
he read to second graders
and played piano for church
services and social events.
He also composed music for
which his wife, Marybeth,
wrote the lyrics. Survivors
include five children: Shelley,

Lanier, Leighton, Kimberly
and Andrew; three stepchildren: Mark, Eric and Carol;
19 grandchildren; and six
great-grandchildren.
Robert Carson Gardner
(Com ’53 L/M) of Vero
Beach, Florida, died April
12, 2019. At UVA, he was a
member of Zeta Psi fraternity
and after graduation served
in the U.S. Air Force for two
years. Mr. Gardner began his
publishing career at Time
Inc., where he excelled as an
advertising sales executive at
Sports Illustrated. His affinity
for the publication and acumen for the magazine business sparked a lifelong love
of publishing and advertising. Mr. Gardner later joined
the Magazine Publishers
Association as executive
vice president, successfully
increasing its revenues and
market share. In 1980, he
was appointed president of
Decisions Publications, a company he later purchased with a
colleague. When the two sold
a majority interest in 1986 to
Act III Communications, a
company owned by Norman
Lear, Mr. Gardner continued
on as chief operating officer.
Respected by colleagues and
clients alike, he continued as
an advertising and publishing
consultant in retirement. He
was known for his generosity,
leadership and devotion to
family and friends. Survivors
include two daughters, Ann
and Lynn; a son, William; and
four grandchildren.
Harriette Tebell “Sissy”
Long (Educ ’53 L/M) of
Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania,
died Sept. 4, 2018. A native of
Charlottesville, she had fond

memories of her adventures
around Grounds, from
roller-skating in the Rotunda
to riding in a convertible onto
the field at Scott Stadium on
game days. Her father was
Gus K. Tebell, head coach of
UVA’s football, basketball and
baseball teams from 1930 to
1955 and athletic director
from 1951 to 1962, and she
was married to William W.
“Bill” Long (Col ’52 L/M).
She faithfully followed her
Cavaliers in all sports, watching nerve-wracking games
with the sound off and hands
over her eyes, and would
have been so proud of this
year’s national championship
teams. Survivors include her
son, William, and daughter,
Beverly Long Supler (Col ’82,
Grad ’86, ’94, ’96 L/M).
Joseph Linwood Bingler
(Educ ’54, ’66) of
Charlottesville died Nov. 20,
2017. A star athlete at Lane
High School, he went on to
run track and field and play
football at UVA. After serving in the U.S. Army at Fort
Knox, Kentucky, he began
his career as an educator and
coach in Charlottesville. He
taught his players the value of
character and commitment
and worked hard to bring
teams together at the height
of integration and the civil
rights movement. The pinnacle of his coaching career was
the famous 53-game winning
streak at Lane High School
from 1962 to 1967. Mr. Bingler
was the first athletic director
at Western Albemarle High
School and helped create
and cultivate their athletic
programs. He went into real
estate after retirement but
for years could be heard
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doing the color commentary
of the Friday night game of
the week and seen volunteering with the Falcon Club.
He never met a stranger and
was devoted to his family and
those he coached and mentored. Survivors include his
daughters Melissa, Joanna
and Karen Bingler Nelson
(Educ ’80, ’18); eight grandchildren, including Katie
Nelson Marsh (Col ’05),
Joseph Nelson (Col ’13)
and Ashley Clark (Col ’22);
a great-grandson; and two
brothers.
Sherman Master (Col ’57
L/M) of Richmond, Virginia,
died Aug. 14, 2019. At UVA,
he played varsity lacrosse for
two years and was a member
of Army ROTC, ZBT fraternity and T.I.L.K.A. He went
on to earn his medical degree
from Medical College of
Virginia and, after interning
at Emory University Hospital,
returned to MCV for a psychiatry residency. He was a captain in the U.S. Army at Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, serving
as a military psychiatrist and
chief of services at the U.S.
Disciplinary Barracks. Dr.
Master returned to Richmond
and practiced general psychiatry for 52 years. In his later
years, he became an authority
in the new field of addiction
psychiatry and was cofounder
of the Virginia Center for
Addiction Medicine. He
loved his work and his family.
Survivors include his wife,
Dianne; four children: Steve,
Jeffrey, Stefanie and Randy;
and four grandchildren,
including Hannah Feder
(Educ ’22).
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SIDNEY BUFORD SCOTT | MARCH 3, 1933 - SEPT. 2, 2019

Board of Visitors
member lived out
his commitment
to integration

ichmond native Sidney Buford Scott
(Col ’55 L/M), two-time appointee to the
UVA Board of Visitors who also served on
the Alumni Association Board of Managers, died
Sept. 2 at age 86.
“He was … extremely interested in the
improvement of African American positions both
at the University and in Richmond,” says Wayne
Cozart, executive director of the Jefferson Trust,
an initiative of the UVA Alumni Association. “In
fact, he stepped down from the Board of Visitors
... so that an African American could be appointed
to the board, and that really talks about his
commitment to greater integration within the
community.”
After graduating from UVA, Scott spent two
years serving in the Counter Intelligence Corps
in the U.S. Army. Then, for 60 years, he worked
at Richmond-based Scott & Stringfellow, the brokerage firm co-founded by his grandfather, former
UVA rector Frederic W. Scott, for whom Scott
Stadium is named.
Buford Scott served as the firm’s chairman
from 1974 until 2018. The Richmond TimesDispatch inducted him into its Person of the Year
Hall of Fame in 2016 in recognition of his deep and

David B. Walthall III
(Col ’57, Med ’61) of Port
Charlotte, Florida, died May
2, 2019. He served in the U.S.
Army from 1954 to 1956.
After residency at Norfolk
General Hospital, he established a practice in Dublin,
Virginia, and helped establish one of the first coronary
care units in rural Virginia, at
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longstanding community support.
Before his appointment to the UVA Board of
Visitors, Scott chaired the merit-based Jefferson
Scholars Foundation. In his role as both benefactor and advocate, Scott “was important to our
survival at the beginning,” says Jimmy Wright,
foundation president.
Scott was active in numerous charitable
causes, largely focused on youth and education,
and as a lifelong member of St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Richmond. His faith was important
to him, and early in his adult life he seriously
considered becoming an Episcopal priest, says
Reginald “Dick” Rutledge (Col ’55, Darden ’59
L/M), a longtime friend and fraternity brother in
St. Anthony Hall.
In addition, Rutledge says, Scott continually
strengthened relationships around him by keeping
a contingent of fraternity brothers and their wives
connected for more than 60 years.
Scott is survived by his wife, Susan Bailey
Scott; two sons, Sidney Buford Scott Jr. and
George R.B. Scott (Col ’90); a daughter, Elizabeth
Scott Cech (Nurs ’86); two sisters and a brother;
nine grandchildren; and one great-grandchild.

Radford Hospital. He loved
training health care workers and rescue squads in CPR
and advanced cardiac life
support with the Virginia
Heart Association, where he
made many lifelong friends
known as “the Heart Group.”
Passionate about adult education, Dr. Walthall joined the
faculty of what was then the

—Diane J. McDougall

Medical College of Virginia
in 1973 and served as an associate professor and assistant dean. In 1977, he joined
the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Washington, D.C.,
until his retirement in 1995.
There, he held numerous
leadership roles and served
as director in the developing fields of continuing

medical education and quality assurance. Dr. Walthall
served a term as president
of the Virginia affiliate of the
American Heart Association.
In retirement, Dr. Walthall
found his greatest joy in family and friends. An avid cook,
he and his wife often entertained family at their home
in Waynesboro, Virginia.
Survivors include his wife,
Vivian Dennis Walthall
(Nurs ’64); five children:
David, Eric, Lois, Jeffrey
and Cecelia Walthall (Law
’03); stepdaughter Diane;
nine grandchildren; nine
great-grandchildren; and
a sister.

’60s
Elizabeth “Betty” Burruss
Molinary (Nurs ’61) of
Memphis, Tennessee, died
Feb. 12, 2019. She attended
Mary Washington College
before completing her nursing degree at UVA. After
working primarily as a staff
nurse at UVA Hospital,
Medical College of Virginia
Hospital in Richmond,
and St. Joseph Hospital in
Memphis, she taught at the
St. Joseph Hospital School
of Nursing from 1973 until
1998. Active in her church,
she served as president of
United Methodist Women for
two years and received the
United Methodist Church
Laity Award. She volunteered
with the Girl Scouts, Head
Start, the rape crisis hotline,
the church health center,
the Tennessee Mentorship
Program and other organizations. She wore her UVA
hat proudly and was a model
for truly compassionate care,

teaching and volunteering.
Survivors include three children, Suzanne, Mary and
John; two grandchildren; and
her brother, William “Billy”
Burruss (Educ ’63).
William Paul Sadler Jr.
(Res ’61) of Salisbury,
Maryland, died May 6,
2019. He earned his bachelor’s degree from Princeton
University and received his
medical degree from Johns
Hopkins University before
completing his residency at
Johns Hopkins and UVA hospitals. He served in the U.S.
Navy, achieving the rank of
lieutenant commander. Upon
leaving the military in 1963,
Dr. Sadler entered private
practice. He cared for the
Eastern Shore community
for most of his career, specializing in general, thoracic,
vascular and tumor surgery at
Peninsula Regional Medical
Center in Salisbury, Maryland.
During his tenure, he served
as chair of the Department
of Surgery, director of the
Cancer Program, chair of
the Cancer Committee and
president of the Wicomico
County Medical Society. He
was instrumental in the creation of a local cancer registry for the Eastern Shore,
and he served a brief stint as
surgeon at Baptist Hospital
in Ogbomosho, Nigeria, in
1991. In his late career, Dr.
Sadler specialized as a medical consultant for various
health departments on the
Eastern Shore and served as
medical director for Hudson
Health Services. Survivors
include four children, Martha,
Marybeth, John and Evelyn;
12 grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren.

Anita Reynolds Wildhaber
(Nurs ’61) of Salem, Virginia,
died June 22, 2019. After
earning her nursing degree,
she served in hospitals in the
Roanoke Valley and worked
as director of nurse training
at McVitty for more than 10
years. She coordinated blood
drives with the Red Cross and
was a published author in a
nursing journal. A devout biblical scholar, Ms. Wildhaber
taught Sunday school for
many years and lived out her
faith in service. Survivors
include two daughters, Trina
and Katherine; five grandchildren; and her sister.
Ira C. Deyerle (Engr ’62
L/M) of Salem, Virginia,
died June 17, 2019. He graduated from Andrew Lewis
High School in Salem before
attending UVA, where he
became a diehard Wahoo.
He worked as a software engineer at General Electric until
his retirement. Survivors
include his son, Russell
Deyerle (Com ’94, Grad ’96
L/M); one granddaughter; and
three sisters.
William “Bill” Lang Jr. (Col
’63) died on June 26, 2019.
At UVA, he was a member of
Sigma Nu fraternity, the football and track teams, and the
PK Society. He also participated in intramural basketball
and was an “All Mad Bowl”
softball player. He cherished his time at UVA and the
friends he met there. Mr. Lang
spent nearly 30 years as an
executive in the international
moving (removals) industry before retiring in 1997.
He lived and worked in Saudi
Arabia, Indonesia and, for
15 years, Thailand. He loved

traveling and visited more
than 50 countries. In younger
days, he enjoyed golfing, skiing, softball and scuba diving,
and body surfing on Cape Cod.
He enjoyed painting, reading,
building scale model wooden
ships and attending UVA football games with his son. He is
survived by his son, William,
and two brothers.
John G. Wangler Jr. (Med
’64 L/M) of Waynesboro,
Virginia, died June 9, 2019.
Before coming to UVA,
he earned his bachelor’s
degree in chemistry from
American University and a
master’s in pharmacology
from George Washington
University. After medical
school, he interned at Emory
University Hospital before
completing his psychiatric
residency at the University
of North Carolina. From 1968
to 1970, he served with the
U.S. Public Health Service
in Lexington, Kentucky. Dr.
Wangler worked for Western
State Hospital in Staunton,
Virginia, for 30 years and was
a member of the American
Psychiatric Association and
the Augusta County Medical
Society. Survivors include his
wife, Harriet Buck Wangler
(Nurs ’63 L/M); son John and
daughter Melanie Wangler
Campbell (Nurs ’89 L/M);
seven grandchildren, including Katherine E. Campbell
(Com ’18 L/M) and John C.
Campbell (Com ’19 L/M); and
a sister.
Rick Weiss (Grad ’64, ’74
L/M) of Chesapeake, Virginia,
died July 12, 2019. A superb
athlete in his youth, he dragraced his 1960 Corvette and
drove speedboats at Cypress
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Gardens. A Hegelian scholar,
he edited the Hegel Society
of America’s newsletter, The
Owl of Minerva, and published
Hegel: The Essential Writings
and Any Day Above Ground …
Thoughts on Life, Death, Afterlife, and the Built-In God. Mr.
Weiss especially loved classic
vehicles, landscaping projects, John Wayne Westerns,
dogs, water skiing and UVA
sports. He was known for his
incisive views on life, philosophy and politics but especially for his iron will and the
ferocity of his love for family.
Survivors include his wife,
Marylou Messina Weiss
(Nurs ’96, ’98 L/M); four children: Laura Weiss Townsend
(Com ’86 L/M), Heather
Weiss Prendergast (Educ ’88
L/M), Geoffrey Weiss (Engr
’91 L/M) and Gregory Weiss
(Nurs ’99); and 15 grandchildren, including Scott Weiss
(Engr ’17 L/M), Declan
Prendergast (Engr ’18), Brian
Weiss (Engr ’19 L/M) and
Haidyn Prendergast (Col ’21).
H. Ryland Vest Jr. (Col
’65, Med ’71 L/M) of
Hillsborough, North Carolina,
died July 5, 2019. At UVA, he
was a member of Pi Kappa
Alpha and played on the baseball team. Dr. Vest completed
his residency in anesthesiology at the University of
North Carolina and practiced
in the North Carolina cities
of Asheboro, Morganton and
Raleigh. Dr. Vest was a leading force in the creation of
day surgery centers, and his
devotion to this application
of health care has contributed
significantly to his legacy. A
kind and well-read man, Dr.
Vest was a champion of all
things concerned with the
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University. He is survived by
his daughter, Katherine, and
his son, H. Ryland Vest III.
Michael J. Gowen (Col ’68)
of Wilder, Idaho, died April 24,
2019. After graduating from
UVA, he went on to earn his
master’s degree in folklore
and mythology from UCLA in
1973. A skilled computer programmer, he worked for Idaho
Power for several decades
before retiring in 2005. Mr.
Gowen had a passion for traditional Southern blues and
American folk music. He was
a talented guitarist and was a
pupil of master guitarist John
Fahey. Mr. Gowen was also a
gifted artist, working through
music, drawings and stained
glass, and he published 415
Original Designs for Stained
Glass in 1989. He found the
world a wondrous place and
saw beauty in everything.
Survivors include three siblings and many nieces and
nephews.
Eugene “Gene” Kidwell
(Col ’68, Educ ’71 L/M)
of Culpeper, Virginia, died
April 10, 2019. After graduating from UVA, where he
was a member of Tau Kappa
Epsilon, he earned a certificate of advanced graduate study from the College
of William and Mary. He
served as director of financial
aid at J. Sargeant Reynolds
Community College and later
at Chesapeake College in Wye
Mills, Maryland. He was an
avid sportsman and supporter
of Wahoo athletics.
George Hughes McLoone
(Grad ’68) of Great Falls,
Virginia, died July 4, 2019. He
spent his childhood in Phoenix
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and, after moving east for
college, lived most of his life
in Northern Virginia. After
graduating from Georgetown
University, he earned his master’s in English from UVA and
went on to receive a doctorate from George Washington
University. He taught
college-level English for
more than 40 years, including at Northern Virginia
Community College and
Marymount University. Mr.
McLoone loved music, literature, classic movies, golf and
visiting England, and he was
the author of several scholarly and literary works. He was
in the editing stage of a novel
set in Virginia when in early
2019 he became too ill to finish. Survivors include his wife,
Catherine; three daughters,
Tracy, Sharon and Suzette,
from his prior marriage to
Mary Ann McLoone; and three
brothers.
William Roger Seitz
(Col ’68, Law ’74 L/M)
of Heathfield, East Sussex,
United Kingdom, died June
14, 2019. At UVA, he was
in the U.S. Army ROTC,
Jefferson Sabers, Monroe
Rifles, Young Democrats,
Young Republicans and the
John Bassett Moore Society
of International Law. He
served in Vietnam. After
earning his law degree, he
worked in Asia for Bank of
America, Trade Media Ltd.
and Bank in Liechtenstein,
and he was a U.S. tax consultant. In Hong Kong, he was
Master of his Masonic lodge.
Upon retirement in 2004, Mr.
Seitz moved to Blacksburg,
Virginia, where he taught history at New River Community
College in Christiansburg. He

relocated to the U.K. in 2017.
He is survived by his wife,
Patricia; and his children Alex,
Adriene and Austin.

’70s
Diane H. McLaren (Nurs
’75) died May 25, 2019. She
earned her nursing degree
from UVA after attending
Virginia Tech. She worked at
Bethesda Naval Hospital and
at Virginia Beach General
Hospital as a labor and delivery nurse, and she was a
school nurse with Virginia
Beach Public Schools for more
than 20 years. Passionate
about children, she made her
mark as the school nurse for
the Old Donation Center,
where she was known for her
gentleness, kindness, and
caring for the students, staff
and teachers. She defeated
both breast and uterine cancers with determination and
grit. In retirement, she loved
traveling with her husband,
John, and spending time with
her grandchildren. Survivors
include her husband, children
John and Sara, two brothers,
and her mother.

’80s
Nancy L. “Nance” Conover
(Col ’80) of Oakland,
California, died June 11,
2019. After graduating from
UVA, she earned her master’s
degree in city planning from
the University of California,
Berkeley in 1985. She built a
career in economic development and spent the past 18
years as a community developer with Mercy Housing.
Ms. Conover previously

ANDREW PAUL SELFRIDGE | JAN. 12, 1949 - JUNE 28, 2019
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Recipient of
Football’s
‘Crossed
Sabres’
served UVA
for 26 years

U

VA football star, NFL player and longtime University fundraiser Andrew
Paul “Andy” Selfridge (Col ’71,
Educ ’72 L/M) died June 28. He was 70.
A four-year starter on the UVA football
team, Selfridge became co-captain and the
only UVA player chosen for the first team
All-ACC his final year. Beginning in 1972,
he spent five seasons in the NFL as linebacker or on special teams for the Buffalo
Bills, New York Giants and Miami Dolphins.
He returned to UVA as a regional development officer, later assuming the role of
director of development. He “cared deeply
about the University and always, every day,
trying to make it a better place,” says Barry
Parkhill (Educ ’73 L/M), fellow development officer and former UVA basketball
standout.
In spring 1994, Selfridge helped

worked with social justice
nonprofit organizations,
and she served on numerous boards and helped found
the Northern California
Community Loan Fund. She
was an active member of the
La Peña Community Chorus,
with whom she traveled
widely singing for peace and
social justice. Most of all, she
loved being a mother to her

re-establish an alumni weekend for former
UVA football players, giving behind-thescenes leadership to the Virginia Football Alumni Club until 2014, according to
Kase Luzar (Col ’03, Educ ’04, ’08 L/M),
current club president. In recognition, the
club extended its highest honor to Selfridge in April 2019: the annual Order of
the Crossed Sabres award. Past recipients
include coaches Frank McCue and George
Welsh, as well as players Joe Palumbo and
Frank Quayle.
Colleagues and friends remember Selfridge, a member of Delta Kappa Epsilon,
for his loyalty, his sense of style, and what
Luzar calls a combination of humility and

son, Jonathan. Together, they
enjoyed adventures from
biking in New Mexico to latenight bowling in Oakland.
Ms. Conover loved traveling,
hiking, camping and music.
She was a dear friend and
was known for her compassion and love of life. Nance,
a proud member of the
LGBTQ+ community, had a
passion for inclusiveness that

“commanding presence.”
“Everybody called him ‘Big Sel,’” says
UVA football assistant athletic director
Gerry Capone (Educ ’83). “He was always
dressed to the nines—impeccable, you
know, right down to his socks. … He was a
presence when he walked in the room.”
“[And] behind that was a big heart,”
Capone adds. In one of his final gifts,
Selfridge created an endowment to provide special bathrobes to Lawn residents—
he had lived at 30 East his fourth-year—
leaving behind a bit of his own sense of style.
Survivors include a brother, G. Thomas
Selfridge, and many nieces and nephews.

encompassed all. Survivors
include her son, two brothers, a sister and her former
partner.
Carla Synethia Scott (Col
’88 L/M) of Jersey City, New
Jersey, died June 26, 2019.
At UVA, where she majored
in English, she was inducted
into Sigma Tau Delta honor
society. Ms. Scott worked

—Diane J. McDougall

as accounting manager and
assistant business manager at Citadel Broadcasting
(Cumulus Media) in New
York City for 23 years. A diligent worker committed to
excellence, she later worked as
accounts payable manager at
Outbrain in New York City and
Brother International Corp.
in Bridgewater, New Jersey.
Blessed with amazing talent
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In Memoriam
in music, Ms. Scott was able
to share her vocal gift around
the world. She was a dedicated
member of The Stingers Band,
with whom she performed
for royalty, celebrities and
major events. An avid music
connoisseur, she performed
with several groups and in
individual projects. She was
known for her giving spirit,
which she lived out in joy.
Survivors include her mother,
sister Chandra Scott Lewis
(Col ’95), a niece, an uncle and
three aunts.

’90s
Jack Zinman (Com ’91) of
Atlanta died May 5, 2019. He
was a member of Sigma Phi
Epsilon at UVA before earning
his law degree from Villanova
University in 1994. He met
his wife, Christine, while at
the Federal Communications
Commission and went on
to work at the National
Telecommunications and
Information Administration
and AT&T. At AT&T, he worked
as a business unit and regulatory attorney and supervisor.
Mr. Zinman most recently
served as head of the same
FCC regulatory group he had
joined as a young lawyer. He
was a talented photographer
who captured his kids at all
of their successful sporting
events and fun family activities. Even while surrounded
by Falcons and Yellow Jackets
fans, he and his kids enjoyed
cheering on the Eagles and
Wahoos together. Survivors
include his wife; three children, Anna, Noah and Charlie;
four siblings; and his mother
and stepfather.
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Christiaan Alexander
Maurer (Col ’94) of New
Castle, Colorado, died May
13, 2019. He grew up at his
family’s farm, Morven Park,
in Leesburg, Virginia, where
he learned to love all things
outdoors, including hunting,
archery, fishing and camping.
He earned his medical degree
from Georgetown University
School of Medicine, where he
completed his internship and
residency in internal medicine. He moved to Colorado in
2001 and practiced medicine
in Garfield County. Dr. Maurer
enjoyed debating a particularly
difficult diagnosis or the most
effective treatment, and he was
always running late because he
loved to chat with his patients.
He was interviewed in a podcast, “Christiaan Maurer on
Life, Death, and Medicine,”
available on YouTube. While
living in Colorado, Dr. Maurer
enjoyed lacrosse, archery
hunting for elk, and small game
hunting with his son, and river
rafting and skiing with his
entire family. He also trained
two fantastic bird dogs. Along
with his wife, Stacy, and their
combined family, he enjoyed
traveling, skiing, rafting and
scuba diving. Survivors include
his wife; two children, Ashley
and Alexander; stepsons
Jordan and Jerick; a stepdaughter, Briana; a sister; and
his parents.

’10s
Karenne Wood (Grad ’16)
of Kents Store, Virginia,
died July 21, 2019. The first
Monacan Indian to receive a
doctoral degree from UVA, Ms.
Wood taught in the anthropology department and,
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beginning in 2007, directed
the Virginia Indian Programs
at Virginia Humanities.
Described as a “fierce advocate for the rights of Virginia
Indians and indigenous people,” Wood helped secure
federal recognition for the
Monacan tribe and also helped
update the state’s education
curriculum. Ms. Wood’s work
was recognized in 2009 with
the Schwartz Prize, the highest honor from the Federation
of State Humanities Programs,
and the Library of Virginia
included her on its 2015 list of
Virginia Women in History.
“She was such a loving, giving
person, with an amazing sense
of humor and a deep commitment to the local community,”
Margo Smith, director of the
Kluge-Ruhe Aboriginal Art
Collection, told UVA Today.
Ms. Wood created the Virginia
Indian Archive and helped
produce Virginia Indian content in Encyclopedia Virginia.
A gifted poet, she published
two collections, Markings
on Earth and Weaving the
Boundary. “She was the central person speaking for Native
Americans in Virginia,” UVA
professor Jeffrey Hantman
told UVA Today, “and she
handled all of it with grace.”
Survivors include her daughters Adrienne and Emily, her
mother and her brother.

FACULTY
& FRIENDS
Richard L. Jennings, retired
UVA civil engineering professor, died July 10, 2019, at age
85. Remembered as a devoted
teacher and compassionate
mentor, he worked to recruit
more women and African

Americans to a program that
had few of either. Jennings
helped students bring vision
to reality—to start from nothing and, by the sequencing
of structure, see a project
through to completion. In a
Forbes.com tribute, former
colleague Bernie Carlson
recalls a famous Jennings
lecture about the practical
limitations of data and theory.
Jennings demonstrated on
the blackboard how a standard equation, used to predict
the load-bearing capacity of
a structural slab, rendered an
absurd result, trilling with
a Scottish brogue, “Ay, and
there you see the diabolical nature of concrete.” As
a faculty member, Jennings
consulted for NASA and the
U.S. Marine Corps. Born in
New Jersey and educated in
the Midwest, he moved to
Charlottesville in 1963 with
his wife, Jan, who preceded
him in death. Over time, he
became embedded in the
community as a longserving member and chairman of the Charlottesville
School Board and by serving on several other boards,
including Piedmont Virginia
Community College and
the local public television
station. Jennings took to
television himself, delighting in teaching engineering courses through UVA’s
broadcast graduate extension
program. He also devoted
time to Christian prison ministry in Virginia. Survivors
include his children Sherry
and Greg, six grandchildren,
four great-grandchildren and
a brother.

PUT STOCK in the FUTURE
You want to give back to UVA and make the best financial
decisions for yourself and your family. There can be
financial benefits to donating non-cash assets instead of
cash. With a gift of appreciated stock, you avoid capital
gains tax on the appreciation, and can take a charitable
deduction for the stock’s fair market value.

PLANNED GIFTS COMBINE YOUR

Contact the Office of Gift Planning to learn about the benefits of these gifts:

PHILANTHROPIC GOALS WITH

Bequests and Beneficiary Designations | Life Income Gifts | Qualified Charitable

SMART FINANCIAL STRATEGIES.

Distributions | Gifts of Non-Cash Assets, including Stock and Real Estate

virginia.edu/giftplanning | 800-688-9882
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Retrospect
THE
STACKS
SPEAK

Project preserves
Alderman graffiti
BY DIANE J. MCDOUGALL
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uncensored thoughts, opinions, feelings,
expressions,” says Lise Dobrin, director
of the Interdepartmental Program in
Linguistics, who coordinated the effort
as a class project.
The idea to document Alderman’s
graffiti arose last spring in Dobrin’s
anthropology and linguistics seminar,
“Literacy and Orality.” As her students
studied a chapter on graffiti, one mused:
“Gosh, somebody should do something
about the graffiti in Alderman.”
“I’m a documentary linguist,” Dobrin
says, “which means that I record endangered languages.” So she rolled the idea
into a hands-on project for her students.
The team focused on Alderman’s
fourth-floor carrels—the most-visited
ones, and containing the most graffiti, according to Dobrin. The team
researched everything from song lyrics to
foreign-language translations. One carrel
had close to 70 pieces of graffiti.

The class project won’t encompass all
graffiti across all UVA libraries, and the
facilities team paints over the most offensive messages each year. But Dobrin and
her team have so far captured more than
3,500 photos of scribbles from 79 of the
176 carrels in the New Stacks—the earliest dated notations going back to 1980.
The collection ranges vastly: cultural references next to political commentary and
artsy doodles, innocuous weather observations juxtaposed with crude jokes,
frustration abutting inspiration.
Anyone wishing to scroll through
the digital archive can visit the Special
Collections database: uvamag.com/graffiti. Or stop at Alderman’s reference desk
before the end of the fall semester to pick
up instructions for a scavenger hunt of
some of the best.
“Read at your own risk,” Dobrin says.
“This is graffiti, you know—that’s the
whole point.”

COU RTESY PHOTO

A

s a first- and second-year
student, Judy Thomas
(Col ’77, Grad ’84)
huddled for countless
hours in Alderman
Library’s New Stacks, usually at study
carrel 3M-19. The art history major was
“all fired up” about politics, she says, and
she scrawled her thoughts on the walls of
that carrel: “Impeach Nixon. Stop the war.”
Or else “witty epigrams about life and
art and Neoplatonism.”
“You think you’re being very profound,” she recalls. “It was the simple precursor, in a way, to Twitter … that desire to
say something that others will see, that’s a
little bit subversive.”
Today, Thomas is UVA Library’s director of faculty programs, and her rebellious scrawls have been painted over and
replaced by those of later generations.
Soon all Alderman graffiti will disappear.
According to John Unsworth (Grad
’88), dean of libraries, Alderman will be
emptied of books by year’s end and not
reopen until extensive renovations are
complete, likely at the end of 2023.
Before that happens, however, one
UVA professor and her students are logging thousands of photographs of graffiti
into a database, complete with annotations—thus capturing a sizable chunk of
what’s scrawled on the New Stacks carrels.
“It’s a glimpse into … [students’]

Your Place. Our Purpose.

Walnut Hills | Albemarle
Gorgeous brick custom home in Walnut Hills
features over 5200 sq.ft., 4 bedrooms of striking
dimensions, 4½ bathrooms. Light-filled interior,
2 story family room, spacious kitchen, 4 fireplaces
and a finished basement. Landscaped yard with
fish pond. All well maintained.

Twin Locust Farm | Free Union
Remarkably beautiful 75 acre farm at the base
of the Blue Ridge in Albemarle Co. Spectacular
panoramic views of the National Park and
surrounding countryside. Stylishly rustic
three bedroom farmhouse with copper roof.
Premium building site with stunning views.

1451 Overlook Dr | Charlottesville
A hidden gem with amazing city convenience!
This immaculate home boasts 5 beds, 4 full baths,
a great room with abundant windows & walk-out
basement with large family room & kitchenette.
Located on nearly 5 partially wooded acres with
almost immediate access to Rt. 29 & I-64.

$775,000
montaguemiller.com/mls=587167
Carter Montague | 434.962.3419

$1,295,000
montaguemiller.com/mls=595652
Carter Montague | 434.962.3419

5310 Havenwood Ln | Schuyler

1545 Elgin Ct | Keswick

Revel in a solar indoor pool & Japanese soaking
tub in a separate wing of this stylish home. Enjoy
an eco-friendly, universal design/ADA accessible
home on 21 tranquil acres in this one-story open
design with many custom features and high speed
internet. An easy drive to Charlottesville.

Meticulously maintained, spacious living in this
Glenmore home with 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths.
Features include 2 Master suites, family room
with fireplace, weight room with rubber gym
flooring, new deck, irrigation system lines and
new roof. Easy walk to club house and pools!

Perfect property for fisherman seeking river
frontage! Build your Dream Home on 22.32 acres
with 2200+ ft. frontage on the Tye River. Seller
created a haven for wildlife by planting 10 acres
of sunflowers and corn. Less than an hour from
Charlottesville, 30 minutes to Lynchburg.

$550,000
yatesnobles.com
Yates Nobles | 434.996.0888

$699,000
montaguemiller.com/mls=585449
Carol Costanzo | 434.996.2700

$325,000
montaguemiller.com/mls=596444
Kyle Olson | 540.649.4131

$649,500
montaguemiller.com/mls=595644
Rives Bailey & Kelly Faillace | 434.227.4449

Old Rose Mill Rd | Arrington

MONTAGUEMILLER.COM | 800.793.5393 | CHARLOTTESVILLE | AMHERST | MADISON | CULPEPER | ORANGE
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Sally Du Bose Real Estate
Free Union
21 acres of open, wooded
land with trails. Custom
home with wraparound
porch, saltwater pool and
outdoor fireplace. Easy
one-level living, cherry cabinetry, reclaimed hardwood
and stone fireplace. An added c.1880 log cabin serves
as wonderful guest quarters
and an additional income
opportunity. $975,000

!

LD
SO

Brock’s Mill Rd. - 37 acres; 5 recorded building rights.
Property shall be sold as one parcel. The buyer has the
right to sell as individual parcels or keep in its entirety.
Excellent hardwoods, bridge over creek. $525,000

1125 Dryden Lane, Ednam
One of the original stone cottages in Ednam. Beautiful
garden, convenient location and access to walking
paths and Ragged Mt. Reservoir. $782,000

sallydubose.com
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farms • estates • residential

16 Canterbury Road, Bellair
Ideally located near UVA, Boar’s Head and Farmington Country Club.
Originally built in 1937, the updated renovations have created an
easy-flowing floor plan encompassing a first floor master suite, guest
bedroom, and unique living areas—all leading to a light-filled lower
walkout basement. The expansive rear deck, designed around natural
elements, offers a magnificent view of the creek, lawn and newlydesigned Davis Love golf course. $1,295,000

Sally Du Bose

principal broker
(Educ. ’81), Univ. of Denver (M.S. ’82)

434.981.0289 | sally@sallydubose.com

Save the Date
June 4-7, 2020

Classes of 1960, 1965, 1970, 1975,
1980, 1985, and members of the
Thomas Jefferson Society

June 12-14, 2020
Classes of 1990, 1995, 2000,
2005, 2010, and 2015

Reunions is sponsored by:

Registration opens in early 2020.
Until then, visit virginiareunions.com to learn more!

