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BREATHTAKING VIEWS IN IVY

575 ROCKS FARM DRIVE  •  $1,600,000
Nestled privately at the end of a cul-de-sac, this 
home lives large with 6 beds, 6 baths and attached 
studio / home office / guest suite. Remarkable finish 
details in the welcoming kitchen and open concept 
casual dining space. This home has 4 wood burning 
fireplaces, full walk out basement with finished and 
unfinished storage space plus side entry,  and an oversized 
2-car garage. Tommy Brannock (434) 981-1486

CHARMING DUPLEX INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

1956-1958 LEWIS MOUNTAIN ROAD  •  $875,000
Charming 1 story brick Duplex investment property built in 
1948 in the quaint Lewis Mountain Road neighborhood with 
3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms on each side, hardwood floors, 
fireplaces, open living and dining room space. Private yard, 
picket fence & parking spaces. Walk to UVA & Downtown. 
Well maintained and fully rented by the current owner 
since 2003. Don’t miss this once in a lifetime opportunity! 
Genevieve Verlaak (434) 996-6683. MLS# 583780

COVETED UNIVERSITY LOCATION

1888 WESTVIEW ROAD • $1,565,000
Light drenched 5 bedroom at the end of a quiet, dead-end street 
in a coveted University neighborhood and the Venable School 
District. The half acre parcel provides privacy and plenty of 
level lawn. Screened porch, covered front porch & private, 
rear patio. Gourmet chef ’s kitchen with stainless appliances 
and 6-burner commercial range. Huge mudroom with 6 
cubbies and loads of additional storage. Great play / exercise 
room in the basement. Reidar Stiernstrand (434) 284-3005

REMARKABLE CONTEMPORARY NEAR UVA

906 FENDALL TERRACE  •  $1,675,000
One-of-a-kind Jay Dalgliesh-designed custom contemporary, 
new in 2006, sits serenely on a private acre in one of 
Charlottesville’s favorite University neighborhoods. 4000+ sf 
of meticulously detailed living space contains soaring ceilings, 
an open floor plan, much natural light, 2-level expansive 
covered porches, oversized garage, elevator, whole house 
generator & an indoor heated swimming pool. Joan Jay (434) 
906-1806 or Inessa Telefus (434) 989-1559. MLS# 585390

TUCKED AWAY OFF RUGBY ROAD

1861 FIELD ROAD  •  $1,150,000
Immaculate university home in the Venable School District! 
Classic brick styling well-suited for multi-generational living. 
Fantastic kitchen with high-end appliances, seeded glass 
cabinetry, inset cabinet doors. New wing features incredible 
study / office with built-in desk & bookcases. 2 Master 
Suites, 1 with wet bar, both with en suite master baths & open 
to spectacular rooftop rear deck. Full finished basement, 
3-car garage. Kristin Cummings Streed (434) 409-5619

386 SERENE ACRES IN FREE UNION - REDUCED

C. 1800 HOME ON 36 ACRES OVERLOOKING THE MECHUMS RIVER

5214 PONT ROUGE FARM
$2,750,000

Pont Rouge offers an 
absolutely pristine 5 bedroom 
and 5.5 bathroom residence 
constructed by Shelter & 
Associates that overlooks 
staggering mountain views. 
Charming, log guest cottage 
adjacent to main house. 
386 tranquil, protected 
and private acres include 
rolling, fenced open 

fields, a large deep pond, and pristine hardwood forests. Wonderful horse barn and board, and 
batten equipment barn. The only covered bridge in Albemarle County welcomes visitors at the 
entrance. Every inch of the land and all improvements are in pristine condition. MLS# 558099

6008 MIDWAY ROAD
$1,190,000

Classic 1800’s Farm House 
in the heart of Crozet, 
minutes from Charlottesville. 
Southwest mountain views, 
picturesque fields, bridle trails 
and walking paths. Modern 
additions blend seamlessly 
with the original home. 
Over 3000 finished square 
feet, 4 fireplaces, country 
kitchen, large parlor, and 

formal dining room. Fabulous family room with coffered ceiling, sky lights, heart pine floors, 
beams and custom cabinets was designed & built by Barry Easter. Stone fireplace is by Sheldon 
Sprouse. Punkie Feil (434) 962-5222 or Elizabeth Feil Matthews (434) 284-2105. MLS# 585490

1324-1326 BROOMLEY ROAD  •  $2,895,000
This idyllic parcel w/ strong Blue Ridge & pond views + Ivy Creek frontage offers the elusive opportunity 
to build a remarkable country estate tucked away on Nature’s doorstep yet adjacent to Farmington 
& moments to UVA and Downtown. The existing improvements are incredible: a luxe 2 bed/2 bath 
cottage, stables w/ light filled offices upstairs & an adjacent, new construction 1 bed apartment & 
2-car garage. No expense spared renovating the cottage & constructing the 1 bed apartment. Truly, 
tranquility reigns at Waterson Farm despite its location close to all of Charlottesville. Ivy Creek is 
an exclusive, gated neighborhood of prominent, secluded estates on large parcels. MLS# 584753

34 ACRES NEXT TO FARMINGTON WITH COTTAGE AND STABLES IN PLACE

320 FARMINGTON DRIVE • $5,495,000
This classic Milton Grigg residence at the quiet end of Farmington Drive, with golf course frontage, 
offers 6 bedrooms & 7.5 bathrooms. The current owners have expanded the original home to balance 
entertaining with casual modern living. The kitchen is open to two sitting/family room areas and a 
large, vaulted dining room. Other additions made in 2011 include a home office or pool house with 
full bath, & 3-car garage with large studio apartment above. The pool area is simply amazing, as are the 
water features that border it! With bedroom suites privately situated throughout the improvements, 
extended visits with friends and family can be effortlessly accommodated. MLS# 585422

DRAMATIC YET WELCOMING FARMINGTON RESIDENCE



401 Park Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-4005
lwoodriff@loringwoodriff.com

W W W. L O R I N G W O O D R I F F. C O M

BREATHTAKING VIEWS IN IVY

575 ROCKS FARM DRIVE  •  $1,600,000
Nestled privately at the end of a cul-de-sac, this 
home lives large with 6 beds, 6 baths and attached 
studio / home office / guest suite. Remarkable finish 
details in the welcoming kitchen and open concept 
casual dining space. This home has 4 wood burning 
fireplaces, full walk out basement with finished and 
unfinished storage space plus side entry,  and an oversized 
2-car garage. Tommy Brannock (434) 981-1486

CHARMING DUPLEX INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

1956-1958 LEWIS MOUNTAIN ROAD  •  $875,000
Charming 1 story brick Duplex investment property built in 
1948 in the quaint Lewis Mountain Road neighborhood with 
3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms on each side, hardwood floors, 
fireplaces, open living and dining room space. Private yard, 
picket fence & parking spaces. Walk to UVA & Downtown. 
Well maintained and fully rented by the current owner 
since 2003. Don’t miss this once in a lifetime opportunity! 
Genevieve Verlaak (434) 996-6683. MLS# 583780

COVETED UNIVERSITY LOCATION

1888 WESTVIEW ROAD • $1,565,000
Light drenched 5 bedroom at the end of a quiet, dead-end street 
in a coveted University neighborhood and the Venable School 
District. The half acre parcel provides privacy and plenty of 
level lawn. Screened porch, covered front porch & private, 
rear patio. Gourmet chef ’s kitchen with stainless appliances 
and 6-burner commercial range. Huge mudroom with 6 
cubbies and loads of additional storage. Great play / exercise 
room in the basement. Reidar Stiernstrand (434) 284-3005

REMARKABLE CONTEMPORARY NEAR UVA

906 FENDALL TERRACE  •  $1,675,000
One-of-a-kind Jay Dalgliesh-designed custom contemporary, 
new in 2006, sits serenely on a private acre in one of 
Charlottesville’s favorite University neighborhoods. 4000+ sf 
of meticulously detailed living space contains soaring ceilings, 
an open floor plan, much natural light, 2-level expansive 
covered porches, oversized garage, elevator, whole house 
generator & an indoor heated swimming pool. Joan Jay (434) 
906-1806 or Inessa Telefus (434) 989-1559. MLS# 585390

TUCKED AWAY OFF RUGBY ROAD

1861 FIELD ROAD  •  $1,150,000
Immaculate university home in the Venable School District! 
Classic brick styling well-suited for multi-generational living. 
Fantastic kitchen with high-end appliances, seeded glass 
cabinetry, inset cabinet doors. New wing features incredible 
study / office with built-in desk & bookcases. 2 Master 
Suites, 1 with wet bar, both with en suite master baths & open 
to spectacular rooftop rear deck. Full finished basement, 
3-car garage. Kristin Cummings Streed (434) 409-5619

386 SERENE ACRES IN FREE UNION - REDUCED

C. 1800 HOME ON 36 ACRES OVERLOOKING THE MECHUMS RIVER

5214 PONT ROUGE FARM
$2,750,000

Pont Rouge offers an 
absolutely pristine 5 bedroom 
and 5.5 bathroom residence 
constructed by Shelter & 
Associates that overlooks 
staggering mountain views. 
Charming, log guest cottage 
adjacent to main house. 
386 tranquil, protected 
and private acres include 
rolling, fenced open 

fields, a large deep pond, and pristine hardwood forests. Wonderful horse barn and board, and 
batten equipment barn. The only covered bridge in Albemarle County welcomes visitors at the 
entrance. Every inch of the land and all improvements are in pristine condition. MLS# 558099

6008 MIDWAY ROAD
$1,190,000

Classic 1800’s Farm House 
in the heart of Crozet, 
minutes from Charlottesville. 
Southwest mountain views, 
picturesque fields, bridle trails 
and walking paths. Modern 
additions blend seamlessly 
with the original home. 
Over 3000 finished square 
feet, 4 fireplaces, country 
kitchen, large parlor, and 

formal dining room. Fabulous family room with coffered ceiling, sky lights, heart pine floors, 
beams and custom cabinets was designed & built by Barry Easter. Stone fireplace is by Sheldon 
Sprouse. Punkie Feil (434) 962-5222 or Elizabeth Feil Matthews (434) 284-2105. MLS# 585490

1324-1326 BROOMLEY ROAD  •  $2,895,000
This idyllic parcel w/ strong Blue Ridge & pond views + Ivy Creek frontage offers the elusive opportunity 
to build a remarkable country estate tucked away on Nature’s doorstep yet adjacent to Farmington 
& moments to UVA and Downtown. The existing improvements are incredible: a luxe 2 bed/2 bath 
cottage, stables w/ light filled offices upstairs & an adjacent, new construction 1 bed apartment & 
2-car garage. No expense spared renovating the cottage & constructing the 1 bed apartment. Truly, 
tranquility reigns at Waterson Farm despite its location close to all of Charlottesville. Ivy Creek is 
an exclusive, gated neighborhood of prominent, secluded estates on large parcels. MLS# 584753

34 ACRES NEXT TO FARMINGTON WITH COTTAGE AND STABLES IN PLACE

320 FARMINGTON DRIVE • $5,495,000
This classic Milton Grigg residence at the quiet end of Farmington Drive, with golf course frontage, 
offers 6 bedrooms & 7.5 bathrooms. The current owners have expanded the original home to balance 
entertaining with casual modern living. The kitchen is open to two sitting/family room areas and a 
large, vaulted dining room. Other additions made in 2011 include a home office or pool house with 
full bath, & 3-car garage with large studio apartment above. The pool area is simply amazing, as are the 
water features that border it! With bedroom suites privately situated throughout the improvements, 
extended visits with friends and family can be effortlessly accommodated. MLS# 585422

DRAMATIC YET WELCOMING FARMINGTON RESIDENCE



4    UNIVERSITY OF VI RG I NIA  |  S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

The University of Virginia Magazine (ISSN 0195-8798) is 
published four times yearly by the Alumni Association of 
the University of Virginia in March, June, September and 
December. Editorial and business offices are in Alumni Hall, 
Charlottesville, VA 22904. Periodicals-class postage is paid at 
Charlottesville, VA, and at additional mailing offices (USPS 652-
480). Annual Membership is $45 per year. 
POSTMASTER: Please send Form 3379 to Virginia Magazine, P.O. 
Box 400314, Charlottesville, VA 22904-4314. Phone: 434-243-9000 

UPDATE YOUR INFO 
HoosOnline.Virginia.edu 

OR EMAIL
alumnews@virginia.edu

PUBLISHER
Jenifer Andrasko (Darden ’10)

President and CEO

EDITOR
S. Richard Gard Jr. (Col ’81) 

Vice President for Communications

MANAGING EDITOR
Judy Le

CREATIVE DIRECTOR
Steve Hedberg

SENIOR EDITOR
Diane J. McDougall

SENIOR DEVELOPER
Benjamin F. Walter (Col ’05)

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT
Molly Grieco (Col ’13)

EDITORIAL ASSOCIATE
Sarah Poole

GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Xander Houff

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR
Katie Feagans  434-243-9022

COPY EDITORS
Diana D’Abruzzo, Bernadette Kinlaw,  

Sheila McMillen, Julie Van Keuren

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Anna Katherine Clemmons,  

Sarah Lindenfeld Hall, Brian Hudgins,  
Caroline Kettlewell, David Teel 

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Dan Addison, Tom Daly, Adam Ewing,  
Stacey Evans, Jack Looney, Matt Riley,  

Melody Robbins, Norm Shafer,  
Sarah Cramer Shields, Andrew Shurtleff,  

Gage Skidmore, Sanjay Suchak, Chris Tyree

CONTRIBUTING ILLUSTRATORS 
Kristy Heilenday, Jon Krause

SEND US YOUR THOUGHTS
Editor, Virginia Magazine 

P.O. Box 400314 
Charlottesville, VA 22904

Alumni Hall 434-243-9000
Fax 434-243-9085

Email uvamag@virginia.edu

Preference will be given to letters that address the 
content of the magazine. The editor reserves the right 

to edit for style and content. Opinions expressed 
here are not necessarily those of the 

Alumni Association or the University.

S P R I N G  2 0 1 9   |   V O LU M E  C V I I I ,  N O .  1

X
X

X
X

52
Go Home  
& Go Big
Go behind the scenes  
at Reunions Weekends.
BY DIANE J. MCDOUGALL

32
First-Gens First
Why UVA is putting new focus 
on students whose parents 
never went to college. 
BY DIANE J. MCDOUGALL



UVAMAGAZINE.ORG     5

ON THE COVER
Poe as captured in the famed Stella 
daguerreotype, stolen from the UVA vault
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY STEVE HEDBERG

 In 
This   
 Issue

Library 
Renewal
How the planned 
$160M renovation of 
Alderman stacks up.
BY S. RICHARD GARD JR.

42 

The George 
Welsh Way
George Welsh remade 
UVA football and saw it 
through for 19 seasons.
BY DAVID TEEL

38 

47
Nevermore
The purloined treasures 
of the library vault:  
an inside look at a 
suspected inside job.
BY S. RICHARD GARD JR.

DEPARTMENTS

 11 Letters 

 18 Around Alumni Hall

 23 UDigest

 26 Discovery

 28 Short Course

 59 Arts

 63 Alumni

 67 From UVA’s President 

 68 Life Members

 71 Class Notes

 82 In Memoriam

 86 Retrospect



MCLEAN FAULCONER INC.
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WWW.MCLEANFAULCONER.COM

503 Faulconer Drive
Charlottesville · VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131 f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com

BURNELY STATION RD ◆ $1,850,000 
Lovely rolling acreage convenient to Charlottes-
ville with Southwest and Blue Ridge Mountain 
views. Numerous building sites and a charming 3 
bedroom 2 full bath farmhouse, circa 1860, with 
heart pine flooring on property. MLS#584740

◆ NORTH WALES ◆  
Historic, 1,466-acre estate with circa 1776 stone 
manor home, carriage house, extensive farm, 
equestrian improvements and a shooting preserve. 
Listed on both the National Register of Historic 
Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register. 

MILL RIDGE ◆ $1,100,000
Extraordinary  renovated, 5-6 bedroom, 5 bath, 
2-story renovated home in perfect condition! First 
floor master suite, oversized 2-car garage with po-
tential to be office or efficiency apartment above. 
12 minutes west of Charlottesville. MLS# 585447

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,295,000
Architect-designed, 4 bedroom contemporary 
home resting on 3.75 elevated acres with lovely 
views, convenient to town and lots of privacy. 
First floor master suite, high ceilings, pool, and 
high quality construction. MLS#585967

◆ EDGEMONT ◆
Nestled in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, 15 miles south 
of Charlottesville, is this histor-
ic Palladian inspired masterpiece 
called Edgemont —a home whose 
design is reputed to be the only re-
maining private residence attribut-
ed to Thomas Jefferson. Sited on 
572 rolling acres with tennis court, 
pool, pool house, guest house, and 
a full complement of farm im-
provements. MLS#576150

www.HistoricEdgemont.com

LAFAYETTE ◆ $2,395,000
Tucked in a quiet and peaceful setting down 
a delightfully tree-lined lane is this attractive, 
three story clapboard house. First floor master 
suite, five additional bedrooms on 91 gently roll-
ing acres, great views, stream. MLS#574119

EMERALD HILL
$7,500,000

Luxurious 140-acre estate prop-
erty located within minutes of 
the University of Virginia and 9 
minutes to airport. Dramatic en-
try leads to 60 room brick manor 
home, Palladian in style, offer-
ing superior quality and details 
throughout. This magnificent 
estate property includes multiple 
residences, pool, formal gardens, 
brick walkways, pavilion, tennis 
court, barn and several ponds. 

INGLECRESS ◆ $1,100,000
Designed by Shank & Gray Architects, this 
beautifully built home is a delight to see. First floor 
master bedroom with bath. Second level contains 
4 additional bedrooms and 2 full baths in sought-
after close to town location. MLS#581994

SUNNYSIDE ◆ $4,400,000 
Large parcel located conveniently to Charlottes-
ville and UVA. Exceptional Blue Ridge views, 
charming farm house (in need of restoration).  
Under VOF easement, but with divisions into al-
ready predetermined parcels.  MLS#585228

TOTIER HILLS FARM ◆ $2,975,000
Exquisite brick manor, superb quality throughout, 
meticulously maintained. 98 private acres, mostly 
open, gently rolling, creeks, pond. 5 miles to 
shopping, 15 miles to the University of Virginia. 

www.totierhillsfarm.com  
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WALNUT HILLS ◆ $3,900,000
Historical, Georgian Revival mansion, built 
c.1878 by Virginia Gov. James Kemper. 6000 
square foot manor home with 373 splendid 
acres. Long frontage on Rapidan River. Special 
and private setting in Orange Co. MLS#574009

◆ MOSBY MOUNTAIN ◆
Set on a quiet street. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 2- car 
garage. Open kitchen design, large bay window 
in dining room, masters on first floor and second 
floor. Vaulted ceilings in the great room. Lovely 
sun room. Full basement that is partially finished.

NARAMATA ◆ $699,000
Splendid private sanctuary in Madison County 
on 36 acres, magnificent landscaped grounds 
private rural setting. Residence has large 
comfortable rooms, floor to ceiling French 
doors, three covered porches. MLS#581174

THE CHIMNEYS ◆ $3,300,000
273 acre estate at Blue Ridge Mts. Magnificent 
views! C. 1803 home, fully restored, award win-
ning kitchen, superb quality throughout.  2 guest 
homes, 2 barns, excellent farm.  MLS#584956 

www.thechimneysfarm.com

WILLIAM COX HOUSE ◆ $1,200,000
HISTORIC, c.1780, on 28 beautiful, mostly 
open acres, with great Blue Ridge Mountain 
views, and river frontage. Residence enlarged 
and completely remodeled in the past ten years 
into a spacious six bedroom home. MLS#581306

FARMINGTON ◆ $1,550,000
Classic brick residence with grand facade and 
breathtaking views in a most serene and private 
setting on 2.3 acre. Large formal rooms and cus-
tom-designed kitchen are well suited for enter-
taining. 2-car garage, full walk-out basement.

GARTH ROAD ESTATE ◆ $2,495,000
Magnificent brick Georgian, over 5,400 finished 
q/ft, 5 spacious en suite bedrooms, main 
level master, heart pine and hardwood floors, 
superb quality details and expert craftsmanship 
throughout.  21 private acres, just 5 miles west of 

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,895,000
Sophisticated brick home privately sited on 
1.48 acres minutes from UVA.  Meticulously 
renovated and updated with gracious living room, 
dining room, kitchen/great room, 4 bedrooms, 3 
baths and garage with finished upstairs.  

SPRING CREEK ◆ $397,000
GOLF COMMUNITY-backs up to end of 
driving range. Like-new 4 bedroom home features 
great quality  throughout, energy efficient with 
Trane HVAC, open floor plan, full basement,  
deck, terrace and 2-car garage. MLS#583353

◆ BRAMBLEWOOD ◆ 
Stunning, 522-acre private sanctuary in the Southwest Mountains and 
heart of Keswick. Impressive grounds, farm and manor home—built cir-
ca 2008—with the highest quality craftsmanship and materials, and great 
attention paid to every unique detail. Over 14,000 finished square feet of 
gracious living space, with two other homes,  large barn, 2 ponds & creeks.  

www.bramblewoodva.com

THE GLEN ◆ $3,695,000
Charming 400 acre country estate in private pastoral valley next to Blue 
Ridge Mountains in Madison County, VA. Circa 1900, 5 bedroom 
farmhouse completely renovated and enlarged, all up-to-date systems 
and fixtures, but retaining character.  Farm is also in excellent condition, 
excellent water throughout farm including a swimming lake.  Superb 
property, beautiful views, low maintenance.  MLS#585345
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Extraordinary  renovated, 5-6 bedroom, 5 bath, 
2-story renovated home in perfect condition! First 
floor master suite, oversized 2-car garage with po-
tential to be office or efficiency apartment above. 
12 minutes west of Charlottesville. MLS# 585447

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,295,000
Architect-designed, 4 bedroom contemporary 
home resting on 3.75 elevated acres with lovely 
views, convenient to town and lots of privacy. 
First floor master suite, high ceilings, pool, and 
high quality construction. MLS#585967

◆ EDGEMONT ◆
Nestled in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, 15 miles south 
of Charlottesville, is this histor-
ic Palladian inspired masterpiece 
called Edgemont —a home whose 
design is reputed to be the only re-
maining private residence attribut-
ed to Thomas Jefferson. Sited on 
572 rolling acres with tennis court, 
pool, pool house, guest house, and 
a full complement of farm im-
provements. MLS#576150

www.HistoricEdgemont.com

LAFAYETTE ◆ $2,395,000
Tucked in a quiet and peaceful setting down 
a delightfully tree-lined lane is this attractive, 
three story clapboard house. First floor master 
suite, five additional bedrooms on 91 gently roll-
ing acres, great views, stream. MLS#574119

EMERALD HILL
$7,500,000

Luxurious 140-acre estate prop-
erty located within minutes of 
the University of Virginia and 9 
minutes to airport. Dramatic en-
try leads to 60 room brick manor 
home, Palladian in style, offer-
ing superior quality and details 
throughout. This magnificent 
estate property includes multiple 
residences, pool, formal gardens, 
brick walkways, pavilion, tennis 
court, barn and several ponds. 

INGLECRESS ◆ $1,100,000
Designed by Shank & Gray Architects, this 
beautifully built home is a delight to see. First floor 
master bedroom with bath. Second level contains 
4 additional bedrooms and 2 full baths in sought-
after close to town location. MLS#581994

SUNNYSIDE ◆ $4,400,000 
Large parcel located conveniently to Charlottes-
ville and UVA. Exceptional Blue Ridge views, 
charming farm house (in need of restoration).  
Under VOF easement, but with divisions into al-
ready predetermined parcels.  MLS#585228

TOTIER HILLS FARM ◆ $2,975,000
Exquisite brick manor, superb quality throughout, 
meticulously maintained. 98 private acres, mostly 
open, gently rolling, creeks, pond. 5 miles to 
shopping, 15 miles to the University of Virginia. 

www.totierhillsfarm.com  
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WALNUT HILLS ◆ $3,900,000
Historical, Georgian Revival mansion, built 
c.1878 by Virginia Gov. James Kemper. 6000 
square foot manor home with 373 splendid 
acres. Long frontage on Rapidan River. Special 
and private setting in Orange Co. MLS#574009

◆ MOSBY MOUNTAIN ◆
Set on a quiet street. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 2- car 
garage. Open kitchen design, large bay window 
in dining room, masters on first floor and second 
floor. Vaulted ceilings in the great room. Lovely 
sun room. Full basement that is partially finished.

NARAMATA ◆ $699,000
Splendid private sanctuary in Madison County 
on 36 acres, magnificent landscaped grounds 
private rural setting. Residence has large 
comfortable rooms, floor to ceiling French 
doors, three covered porches. MLS#581174

THE CHIMNEYS ◆ $3,300,000
273 acre estate at Blue Ridge Mts. Magnificent 
views! C. 1803 home, fully restored, award win-
ning kitchen, superb quality throughout.  2 guest 
homes, 2 barns, excellent farm.  MLS#584956 

www.thechimneysfarm.com

WILLIAM COX HOUSE ◆ $1,200,000
HISTORIC, c.1780, on 28 beautiful, mostly 
open acres, with great Blue Ridge Mountain 
views, and river frontage. Residence enlarged 
and completely remodeled in the past ten years 
into a spacious six bedroom home. MLS#581306

FARMINGTON ◆ $1,550,000
Classic brick residence with grand facade and 
breathtaking views in a most serene and private 
setting on 2.3 acre. Large formal rooms and cus-
tom-designed kitchen are well suited for enter-
taining. 2-car garage, full walk-out basement.

GARTH ROAD ESTATE ◆ $2,495,000
Magnificent brick Georgian, over 5,400 finished 
q/ft, 5 spacious en suite bedrooms, main 
level master, heart pine and hardwood floors, 
superb quality details and expert craftsmanship 
throughout.  21 private acres, just 5 miles west of 

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,895,000
Sophisticated brick home privately sited on 
1.48 acres minutes from UVA.  Meticulously 
renovated and updated with gracious living room, 
dining room, kitchen/great room, 4 bedrooms, 3 
baths and garage with finished upstairs.  

SPRING CREEK ◆ $397,000
GOLF COMMUNITY-backs up to end of 
driving range. Like-new 4 bedroom home features 
great quality  throughout, energy efficient with 
Trane HVAC, open floor plan, full basement,  
deck, terrace and 2-car garage. MLS#583353

◆ BRAMBLEWOOD ◆ 
Stunning, 522-acre private sanctuary in the Southwest Mountains and 
heart of Keswick. Impressive grounds, farm and manor home—built cir-
ca 2008—with the highest quality craftsmanship and materials, and great 
attention paid to every unique detail. Over 14,000 finished square feet of 
gracious living space, with two other homes,  large barn, 2 ponds & creeks.  

www.bramblewoodva.com

THE GLEN ◆ $3,695,000
Charming 400 acre country estate in private pastoral valley next to Blue 
Ridge Mountains in Madison County, VA. Circa 1900, 5 bedroom 
farmhouse completely renovated and enlarged, all up-to-date systems 
and fixtures, but retaining character.  Farm is also in excellent condition, 
excellent water throughout farm including a swimming lake.  Superb 
property, beautiful views, low maintenance.  MLS#585345

MCLEAN FAULCONER INC.
Farm, Estate and Residential Brokers

WWW.MCLEANFAULCONER.COM

503 Faulconer Drive
Charlottesville · VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131 f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com

BURNELY STATION RD ◆ $1,850,000 
Lovely rolling acreage convenient to Charlottes-
ville with Southwest and Blue Ridge Mountain 
views. Numerous building sites and a charming 3 
bedroom 2 full bath farmhouse, circa 1860, with 
heart pine flooring on property. MLS#584740

◆ NORTH WALES ◆  
Historic, 1,466-acre estate with circa 1776 stone 
manor home, carriage house, extensive farm, 
equestrian improvements and a shooting preserve. 
Listed on both the National Register of Historic 
Places and the Virginia Landmarks Register. 

MILL RIDGE ◆ $1,100,000
Extraordinary  renovated, 5-6 bedroom, 5 bath, 
2-story renovated home in perfect condition! First 
floor master suite, oversized 2-car garage with po-
tential to be office or efficiency apartment above. 
12 minutes west of Charlottesville. MLS# 585447

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,295,000
Architect-designed, 4 bedroom contemporary 
home resting on 3.75 elevated acres with lovely 
views, convenient to town and lots of privacy. 
First floor master suite, high ceilings, pool, and 
high quality construction. MLS#585967

◆ EDGEMONT ◆
Nestled in the foothills of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains, 15 miles south 
of Charlottesville, is this histor-
ic Palladian inspired masterpiece 
called Edgemont —a home whose 
design is reputed to be the only re-
maining private residence attribut-
ed to Thomas Jefferson. Sited on 
572 rolling acres with tennis court, 
pool, pool house, guest house, and 
a full complement of farm im-
provements. MLS#576150

www.HistoricEdgemont.com

LAFAYETTE ◆ $2,395,000
Tucked in a quiet and peaceful setting down 
a delightfully tree-lined lane is this attractive, 
three story clapboard house. First floor master 
suite, five additional bedrooms on 91 gently roll-
ing acres, great views, stream. MLS#574119

EMERALD HILL
$7,500,000

Luxurious 140-acre estate prop-
erty located within minutes of 
the University of Virginia and 9 
minutes to airport. Dramatic en-
try leads to 60 room brick manor 
home, Palladian in style, offer-
ing superior quality and details 
throughout. This magnificent 
estate property includes multiple 
residences, pool, formal gardens, 
brick walkways, pavilion, tennis 
court, barn and several ponds. 

INGLECRESS ◆ $1,100,000
Designed by Shank & Gray Architects, this 
beautifully built home is a delight to see. First floor 
master bedroom with bath. Second level contains 
4 additional bedrooms and 2 full baths in sought-
after close to town location. MLS#581994

SUNNYSIDE ◆ $4,400,000 
Large parcel located conveniently to Charlottes-
ville and UVA. Exceptional Blue Ridge views, 
charming farm house (in need of restoration).  
Under VOF easement, but with divisions into al-
ready predetermined parcels.  MLS#585228

TOTIER HILLS FARM ◆ $2,975,000
Exquisite brick manor, superb quality throughout, 
meticulously maintained. 98 private acres, mostly 
open, gently rolling, creeks, pond. 5 miles to 
shopping, 15 miles to the University of Virginia. 

www.totierhillsfarm.com  
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WALNUT HILLS ◆ $3,900,000
Historical, Georgian Revival mansion, built 
c.1878 by Virginia Gov. James Kemper. 6000 
square foot manor home with 373 splendid 
acres. Long frontage on Rapidan River. Special 
and private setting in Orange Co. MLS#574009

◆ MOSBY MOUNTAIN ◆
Set on a quiet street. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, 2- car 
garage. Open kitchen design, large bay window 
in dining room, masters on first floor and second 
floor. Vaulted ceilings in the great room. Lovely 
sun room. Full basement that is partially finished.

NARAMATA ◆ $699,000
Splendid private sanctuary in Madison County 
on 36 acres, magnificent landscaped grounds 
private rural setting. Residence has large 
comfortable rooms, floor to ceiling French 
doors, three covered porches. MLS#581174

THE CHIMNEYS ◆ $3,300,000
273 acre estate at Blue Ridge Mts. Magnificent 
views! C. 1803 home, fully restored, award win-
ning kitchen, superb quality throughout.  2 guest 
homes, 2 barns, excellent farm.  MLS#584956 

www.thechimneysfarm.com

WILLIAM COX HOUSE ◆ $1,200,000
HISTORIC, c.1780, on 28 beautiful, mostly 
open acres, with great Blue Ridge Mountain 
views, and river frontage. Residence enlarged 
and completely remodeled in the past ten years 
into a spacious six bedroom home. MLS#581306

FARMINGTON ◆ $1,550,000
Classic brick residence with grand facade and 
breathtaking views in a most serene and private 
setting on 2.3 acre. Large formal rooms and cus-
tom-designed kitchen are well suited for enter-
taining. 2-car garage, full walk-out basement.

GARTH ROAD ESTATE ◆ $2,495,000
Magnificent brick Georgian, over 5,400 finished 
q/ft, 5 spacious en suite bedrooms, main 
level master, heart pine and hardwood floors, 
superb quality details and expert craftsmanship 
throughout.  21 private acres, just 5 miles west of 

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,895,000
Sophisticated brick home privately sited on 
1.48 acres minutes from UVA.  Meticulously 
renovated and updated with gracious living room, 
dining room, kitchen/great room, 4 bedrooms, 3 
baths and garage with finished upstairs.  

SPRING CREEK ◆ $397,000
GOLF COMMUNITY-backs up to end of 
driving range. Like-new 4 bedroom home features 
great quality  throughout, energy efficient with 
Trane HVAC, open floor plan, full basement,  
deck, terrace and 2-car garage. MLS#583353

◆ BRAMBLEWOOD ◆ 
Stunning, 522-acre private sanctuary in the Southwest Mountains and 
heart of Keswick. Impressive grounds, farm and manor home—built cir-
ca 2008—with the highest quality craftsmanship and materials, and great 
attention paid to every unique detail. Over 14,000 finished square feet of 
gracious living space, with two other homes,  large barn, 2 ponds & creeks.  

www.bramblewoodva.com

THE GLEN ◆ $3,695,000
Charming 400 acre country estate in private pastoral valley next to Blue 
Ridge Mountains in Madison County, VA. Circa 1900, 5 bedroom 
farmhouse completely renovated and enlarged, all up-to-date systems 
and fixtures, but retaining character.  Farm is also in excellent condition, 
excellent water throughout farm including a swimming lake.  Superb 
property, beautiful views, low maintenance.  MLS#585345



MCLEAN FAULCONER INC.
Farm, Estate and Residential Brokers

WWW.MCLEANFAULCONER.COM

503 Faulconer Drive
Charlottesville · VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131 f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com

SELMA ◆ $1,298,000
Historic plantation with a meticulously 
restored and updated Federal era house built 
in the 1830s, much of the original woodwork 
and paneling is intact  and sited on a 50 acre 
property looking south over rolling fields.

ROBINSON WOODS ◆ $544,000
Bright, comfortable and well-appointed  house 
built by R.L. Beyer Custom Homes as a model 
home. Neighborhood common areas. A bit 
of country in the City yet just minutes from 
Downtown and UVA. MLS#584695

CARAPAN ◆ $1,650,000
Exquisite English Country home on premiere 
2.5 private acres in Keswick Estates. Lovely 
views of the golf course and distant mountains. 
Architecturally designed, 7,000+ square foot 
residence with 5 bedrooms.  MLS#451592

AVENTADOR ◆ $2,950,000
Like-new Georgian home, over 10,000 finished 
square feet, 6 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths, 
main-level master, guest home. 39 acres (up to
300 ac.) panoramic pastoral and mountain 
views just 16 miles from Charlottesville.

ASHCROFT
$1,495,000

This custom-built, immaculate, 1.4-
acre residence features expansive 
city and mountain views and is 
convenient to Downtown and 
the University of Virginia. The 
main living area features a vaulted 
ceiling, floor to ceiling windows, 
and an impressive stone fireplace. 
Other features include a Chef ’s 
kitchen with stainless appliances, a 
spacious master suite, and a patio 
with a stone fire pit. MLS#585011

EARLYSVILLE ◆ $674,900
Ten minutes from Albemarle High School, 
gracious family living first level master suite, walk 
out deck with spa. Complete dependency: Master 
bedroom/bath, full kitchen. Total 5 bedrooms, 4 
baths 5,781 square feet. MLS#573855

HURSTVILLE
$2,390,000

An historic waterfront plantation 
10 minutes from Kilmarnock 
with an original Tidewater-style 
house built in 1776. The property 
spans 324 acres with nearly a 
mile of beach on the Chesapeake 
Bay plus over two miles of tidal 
shoreline along Ball Creek 
and is comprised of woodland, 
cropland, and tidal marsh with an 
abundance of wild oysters, deer, 
turkey, and waterfowl.

OXFORD ROAD ◆ $425,000
4 Bedroom, 2 baths, living room with fireplace, 
dining room, eat-in kitchen, large lower level 
family room, private rear deck, fenced yard and 
off street parking. Venable school district.  Walk 
to UVA and close to Downtown. MLS#585224 

ASHCROFT ◆ $1,175,000
Stunning mountaintop dream home with 
breathtaking views towards the Blue Ridge and 
beyond. Quality constructed, farmhouse-style 
residence situated on 1.33 acres. Downtown and 
UVA just 5-6 miles away! MLS#583740

◆ HESSIAN ROAD ◆
Originally built by renowned architect Milton 
Grigg as his personal residence,  the owner has 
recently completed a stunning state of the art 
restoration and enlargement. A private oasis in a 
coveted City neighborhood. MLS#577617
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MEADOWBROOK HILLS ◆ $1,085,000
Milton L. Grigg c. 1941 has historical integrity 
and 2005 addition.  4 Bedrooms, 3.5 Baths, open 
kitchen with breakfast nook, family room with 
fireplace, master suite, screened sleeping porch 
and a basement rec room. MLS #585792 

ARCOURT ◆ $2,490,000
French-inspired stone residence tucked away 
on over 20 completely fenced acres. Displays 
a beautifully-designed interior and rugged, yet 
elegant, exterior. Bucolic, private setting with 
3-stall stable and spacious carriage home.

◆ HANDLEY FARM ESTATES ◆
Quality-built 4 bedroom, 3.5 bath home with 
mountain views perched on 5.5 acres in West-
ern Albemarle. Located steps to award-winning 
breweries and wineries and 10-15 minutes from 
Waynesboro or Charlottesville. MLS#585923 

GLENDOWER ◆ $3,250,000
c. 1808 manor home built on a lovely knoll sur-
rounded by stately mature trees and 423+ acres 
of rolling Virginia countryside. The property also 
contains a circa 1776 cottage, a schoolhouse, and 
a barn. MLS#582621      www.glendowerva.com

IVY AREA ◆ $1,575,000
Magnificent, European-style estate property on 
22 private acres only 10 miles from Charlottes-
ville. Elevated site with panoramic pastoral and 
Blue Ridge views! Guest cottage, 2-acre pond, 
river frontage, many recreational opportunities. 

BLOOMFIELD ROAD ◆ $2,850,00
Beautifully renovated one-level home in close-in 
neighborhood only minutes west of town. Situat-
ed on 18+ acres. Open land for horses and other 
animals. Under conservation easement with the 
Virginia Outdoors Foundation. MLS#583224

CARTER MOUNTAIN RETREAT
90 acres, two 3 BR log cottages, excellent rental 
income, great views, privacy adjoins Trump 
Winery. Beautiful wooded homesites for estate 
home, borders Murphy’s Creek, 12 miles from 
Charlottesville. 

BLACKWELLS HOLLOW
Stunning 360 mountain views on this wonderful 
rural property in Browns Cove, just N of White 
Hall. Multitude of options including horses, 
recreation and/or building the home of your 
dreams Made up of 4 parcels totaling 91.53 acres. 

TUCKAHOE FARM ◆ $1,895,000
Rivanna Reservoir! Minutes to town, exceptional 
setting with great privacy on over 18 acres. 
Magnificent views from almost every room in 
this 7,000 sq/ft home.  Pool, guest home and 
over 800’ on the Reservoir. MLS#585560

◆ LEWIS MOUNTAIN ◆ 
Circa 1900 on the National Historic Register, home is situated on 
the most visible and spectacular knoll in Central Virginia.  With 
a 360 degree view overlooking the University of Virginia, City of 
Charlottesville and the Blue Ridge Mountains as far as the eye can see.  
The stone manor is a stone’s throw from the Rotunda at the University 
and is surrounded by dry laid stone retaining walls on its 42+ acre site. 

◆ MOUNT SHARON ◆ 
One of Virginia’s most magnificent historic estates offers panoramic 
views of the Blue Ridge Mountains and Coastal Plain.  The property’s 
centerpiece is an extraordinary c. 1937 Georgian Revival-style residence 
surrounded by 10+ acres of world-renowned gardens.  560+ gently rolling 
acres, fertile crop and pasture land, farm improvements, and multiple de-
pendencies.  On Virginia and National Historic Registers. MLS#577900
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SELMA ◆ $1,298,000
Historic plantation with a meticulously 
restored and updated Federal era house built 
in the 1830s, much of the original woodwork 
and paneling is intact  and sited on a 50 acre 
property looking south over rolling fields.

ROBINSON WOODS ◆ $544,000
Bright, comfortable and well-appointed  house 
built by R.L. Beyer Custom Homes as a model 
home. Neighborhood common areas. A bit 
of country in the City yet just minutes from 
Downtown and UVA. MLS#584695

CARAPAN ◆ $1,650,000
Exquisite English Country home on premiere 
2.5 private acres in Keswick Estates. Lovely 
views of the golf course and distant mountains. 
Architecturally designed, 7,000+ square foot 
residence with 5 bedrooms.  MLS#451592

AVENTADOR ◆ $2,950,000
Like-new Georgian home, over 10,000 finished 
square feet, 6 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths, 
main-level master, guest home. 39 acres (up to
300 ac.) panoramic pastoral and mountain 
views just 16 miles from Charlottesville.

ASHCROFT
$1,495,000

This custom-built, immaculate, 1.4-
acre residence features expansive 
city and mountain views and is 
convenient to Downtown and 
the University of Virginia. The 
main living area features a vaulted 
ceiling, floor to ceiling windows, 
and an impressive stone fireplace. 
Other features include a Chef ’s 
kitchen with stainless appliances, a 
spacious master suite, and a patio 
with a stone fire pit. MLS#585011

EARLYSVILLE ◆ $674,900
Ten minutes from Albemarle High School, 
gracious family living first level master suite, walk 
out deck with spa. Complete dependency: Master 
bedroom/bath, full kitchen. Total 5 bedrooms, 4 
baths 5,781 square feet. MLS#573855

HURSTVILLE
$2,390,000

An historic waterfront plantation 
10 minutes from Kilmarnock 
with an original Tidewater-style 
house built in 1776. The property 
spans 324 acres with nearly a 
mile of beach on the Chesapeake 
Bay plus over two miles of tidal 
shoreline along Ball Creek 
and is comprised of woodland, 
cropland, and tidal marsh with an 
abundance of wild oysters, deer, 
turkey, and waterfowl.

OXFORD ROAD ◆ $425,000
4 Bedroom, 2 baths, living room with fireplace, 
dining room, eat-in kitchen, large lower level 
family room, private rear deck, fenced yard and 
off street parking. Venable school district.  Walk 
to UVA and close to Downtown. MLS#585224 

ASHCROFT ◆ $1,175,000
Stunning mountaintop dream home with 
breathtaking views towards the Blue Ridge and 
beyond. Quality constructed, farmhouse-style 
residence situated on 1.33 acres. Downtown and 
UVA just 5-6 miles away! MLS#583740

◆ HESSIAN ROAD ◆
Originally built by renowned architect Milton 
Grigg as his personal residence,  the owner has 
recently completed a stunning state of the art 
restoration and enlargement. A private oasis in a 
coveted City neighborhood. MLS#577617
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Our mission is to serve the University of Virginia by identifying, attracting, and  
nur turing individuals of extraordinary intellectual range and depth who possess the 

highest concomitant qualities of leadership, scholar ship, and citizenship.

Identifies and attracts outstanding 
leaders, scholars, and citizens to the 

undergraduate student body

U N D E R G R A D U A T E
P R O G R A M

Supports Ph.D. and M.B.A. 
candidates who enhance 
intellectual life at U.Va.

G R A D U A T E
P R O G R A M

Attracts talented teachers and 
cutting-edge researchers to 

the University

P R O F E S S O R S H I P
P R O G R A M

The Foundation’s three 
programs continue to make 
a meaningful impact on the 
U.Va. community every year

U N I V E R S I T Y 
S U P P O R T

Every year 
8-9% of the 
University’s 

incoming class 
is a Jefferson 
Scholarship 

Nominee

Undergraduate Program
Every year, the Jefferson Scholars Foundation invites nearly 4,800 
secondary schools across the globe to nominate a student for the 
Jefferson Scholarship.

Regional selection committees comprised of alumni and friends of 
the University review the transcripts, extracurricular activities, essays, 
and teacher recommendations of more than 2,000 nominees before 
conducting one or more rounds of interviews.

120 regional finalists are selected to compete in the final stage of the 
competition, which takes place in Charlottesville.

A class of 35-40 Jefferson Scholars matriculate to the University each fall.
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It’s called library stacks serendipity, the phenome-
non of setting out to retrieve one book from the shelf 
and discovering another a few places down the row 
that opens new possibilities. It happened to us while 
reporting on the planned $160 million Alderman 
Library renovation.

In pursuit of that story, on Page 42, we uncovered the one 
that follows it on Page 47. As we collected lore from Alderman’s 
80-year history, we heard about a series of rare book and man-
uscript thefts in 1973. Initial research turned up little. The 
events got only cursory news coverage at the time. They took 
up no more than one sad paragraph in the University librarian’s 
annual report the following academic year. And the current and 
retired staff we interviewed lacked either sufficient details or 
sufficient desire to recall them. 

Then we got tipped off to an old filing cabinet in the 
Alderman Reference Room, where staffers used to file away 
UVA-related newspaper tear sheets. We rummaged and found 
a small clipping from a 1974 Cavalier Daily article that said 
University police were about to subject library personnel to 
lie detector tests. Well, that sounded interesting.

A series of Freedom of Information Act requests later, 
we found ourselves in the basement of University Police 
Department headquarters, paging through a trove of inves-
tigative records. Called in more than four months after the 
first discovery of a crime, and lacking any physical evidence, 
the investigators were left with developing leads from office 

chatter. The records opened a window not just on the 
crimes but also on 1970s-era UVA.

The investigating officers had gotten an earful 
of office gossip—so much that they thought it odd, 
bordering on suspicious, when one library staffer 
answered all their questions without implicating any 

of her co-workers. In a follow-up report, the lead investigator 
identified 14 persons of interest. One was a local bookdealer 
previously picked up on a morals charge. He said he knew noth-
ing about the thefts, but would the officer be interested in some 
pornography? (The answer was no, according to his report.)

Our story explores the two most developed lines of inquiry 
in the file. That doesn’t mean either theory was correct; no one 
has ever been charged.

When we shared the list of stolen items with Christie’s 
expert Rhiannon Knol, we could hear her jaw drop over the 
phone. She knew their worth, and she also has a special fond-
ness for UVA’s rare holdings. Working with them several years 
ago as a visiting undergraduate from a nearby college helped 
launch her career.

At the risk of spoiling the ending, we will tell you this mys-
tery doesn’t have one. None of UVA’s stolen treasures has ever 
resurfaced. We fervently hope they do. We’d only love to be able 
to write the sequel.

S. Richard Gard Jr. (Col ’81)
Vice President, Communications, UVA Alumni Association

 

01_Cover_final_printer_0418.indd   1

11/27/2018   10:27:40 AM

Letters

JUST THE STACKS, MA’AM
F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

SPECIAL BICENTENNIAL ISSUE
Congratulations on such a detailed and 
informative issue. Impeccably done. 

Alan Taylor’s scholarly article “Hero or 
Villain, Both and Neither” clearly recog-
nizes Jefferson’s great vision and dili-
gence. Under Jefferson’s solid foundation, 
followed by the nine future richly talented 
presidents of Virginia, UVA was morphed 
into a more open and inclusive commu-
nity. “Serpentine Timeline” depicts in 
meticulous detail the incredible hallmark 
events that made UVA a leader in higher 
education. This inimitable institution 

firmly and intransigently believed that 
all people would be given respect, dignity 
and opportunity. 

The above fundamental philosophy is 
further highlighted in “A Hat Tip to UVA.” 
Time on the Grounds is special. It creates 
and cultivates a synergy that fosters a 
collegiality that permeates the student 
body. The bonds and affinity for UVA are 
the common ground that unite people of 
all ages, ethnicity, gender, race and socio-
economic backgrounds, while students 
at the University, and for their entire life 
after graduation. 

Bob Franco, M.D. (Fel ’87)
Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida

WINTER 2018 CORRECTIONS
The article “On Common Grounds” incor-
rectly listed a few notable alumni. Bernard 
Gaines Farrar Jr. (Col 1852) served under 
P r e s i d e n t  B e n j a m i n  H a r r i s o n ,  n ot 
President William Henry Harrison. Lowell 
Weicker (Law 1958) made his bid for the 
1980 Republican presidential nomination, 
not 1990.

A Class Note for Don Slesnick II (Col ’65) 
incorrectly stated his tenure as mayor of 
Coral Gables, Florida. He completed his 
service in 2011 after four terms.
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The whole Special Bicentennial Issue was 
wonderful! Thanks for all the ideas and 
efforts. You are right that there is always 
more to say and more people to mention.

At Easters 1946, UVA celebrated 
the end of World War II with a multiday 
party that included for the only time a 
beauty contest. Mary Pharr Lathram from 
Randolph Macon was crowned. She even-
tually sent three daughters to earn five 
degrees at UVA, and two grandchildren 
are poised to graduate in 2019 and 2020.

Mary Bland Love (Col ’74, Law ’78)
Jacksonville, Florida 

The Bicentennial Issue of Virginia  
Magazine failed to mention the sig-
nificant contributions of the Latino/
Hispanic community to the University. 
Latinos/Hispanics have made a mark 
on the University since its inception. 
Most notably, Fernando Bolívar, the 
nephew (and later adopted son) of South 
American hero Simón Bolívar, came to 
UVA as the University’s second inter-
national student in 1827. Since then, 
several UVA Latino/Hispanic alumni have 
made a positive impact, such as former 
governor of Puerto Rico Luis Fortuño, 
former special assistant to President Bill 
Clinton for the Americas Alex Arriaga, 
and Professor Ricardo Padrón, who 
became the first Latino to serve as the 
University’s Faculty Senate chair. The 
1990s saw the creation of a number of 
Latino/Hispanic-focused initiatives and 
organizations, including the Spanish 
House (Casa Bolívar) to promote Latino/
Hispanic culture on Grounds and the 
Bolívar alumni network. 

America’s demographics are chang-
ing, and by 2050, the U.S. Latino popu-
lation will triple in size to 29 percent. In 
2016, Virginia’s population was 9 percent 
Hispanic, and as of 2017, the incoming 
first-year class at UVA was 6 percent 
Hispanic. It is critical that UVA embrace 
the Latino/Hispanic community in order to 
maintain its position as a leading university 

that can continue to attract top students, 
faculty and administrators. We feel 
strongly that the Latino/Hispanic experi-
ence at UVA, including its rich learnings, 
should be included in the collective history 
of our University and seen as critical for 
the success and well-being of UVA.

Luis Maes (Col ’00) Portland, Oregon 
Claudia Quintero (Col ’11) New York, New York 

Gina M. Flores Stumpf (Col ’00) Vienna, Virginia 
Hernando Herrera (Col ’89) Falls Church, Virginia 
 Mauricio Velasquez (Col ’88) Herndon, Virginia 

 Danny Navarro (Col ’11) Washington, D.C.  
Jason Puryear (Col ’09, Educ ’14)

Christiansburg, Virginia

HERO OR VILLAIN
Excellent article. As Bernie Mayo taught 
me, every generation sees history through 
the lens of its own biases. Future genera-

tions will be appalled at the persistence  
of racism, slavery’s stepchild, and our 
failure to recognize and remedy the  
economic impact of centuries of slavery 
and oppression. 

Slavery was not “celebrated” in 
Jefferson’s time. Most of the founders 
saw that it was inconsistent with the 
principles of the Declaration but believed 
that it would die out in the South as it 
was doing in the North. The “celebration” 
began with John C. Calhoun in the 1830s. 
Jefferson foresaw the grave danger 
slavery posed to the nation. His reaction 
to the 1820 Missouri Compromise was 
to predict, accurately, the cataclysm that 
occurred 40 years later. 

Michael Leech (Col ’73, Law ’76)
Malvern, Pennsylvania

It was refreshing to read someone high-
lighting the folly of casting Jefferson as 
either hero or villain. The article rightly 
notes that such views service only our 
egos and help us to turn a blind eye to our 
own moral dichotomy. I was reminded 
of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s hard-won 
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We asked, and you answered. Boy, did you proud ’Hoos answer.For this issue, we invited alumni to tell 
us about their favorite professors. Several 
hundred of you responded via email, sug-
gesting hundreds of professors (often sev-
eral professors in one response). Some of the emails were simple mem-

ories: “Amazing and captivating lectures.” 
Others were heartfelt sentiments about 
women and men who were brilliant and who 
loved teaching, yes, but who also instilled 
a desire to make an impact on the world. Again and again, certain themes sur-

faced: Some alumni told stories of how one 
professor influenced their entire career. 
Others thanked their mentors for sharing 
their incredible scholarship and fostering 
a love of learning. And repeatedly, alumni 
spoke of instructors’ warmth, kindness and 
personal interest—often at what became a 
critical juncture in their lives.Elias Naegele (Col ’15) has fond mem-

ories of how Jon Lendon, professor of his-
tory, both enraptured and appreciated his 
students. Naegele once wrote an essay in 
the form of an epic poem with Lendon as a 
character. “I’ll never forget that he chased 
me down after I turned in my final exam to 
thank me for being in his class.” Victoria Kelley (Col ’15) learned from 

American Studies professor Carmenita 
Higginbotham how to use her analytical 
thinking both inside and outside the class-
room. As a result, she said, Higginbotham 
“has continued to influence me to be greater 
than I am.”

Similarly, Sally Drayer (Col ’73, Grad 
’76)—among the first women to graduate 
from the College of Arts and Sciences—thanked George Black, in the drama depart-

ment. One of the founding directors of the 
Heritage Repertory Theatre, Black cast 
Drayer as the lead in her first play. “Words 
fail to express,” Drayer said, “how much his 
guidance and confidence in my talents as an actress lifted me up into the person I became.” Dr. Chris Mitchell (Col ’04) praised chemistry pro-fessor W. Dean Harman for his ability to make students love the intricacies of science. “He was the first teacher I had in my life that truly challenged me and forced me to work hard to become 

a better student,” said Mitchell, now an 
Army emergency physician. “I am eternally 
grateful to him and attribute much of my 
success in medical school and as a physi-
cian to his efforts.” Kelly Organski (Col ’13) was a member 

of the Cavalier Marching Band when she 
was sexually assaulted in the spring 2010 

semester. She was ready to leave UVA and 
told William Pease, the band director. He 
believed her, but he also encouraged her not 
to transfer because he’d seen her remarkable 
growth at UVA. He then offered her a job 
in the front office so that she would always 
have a “place to go without judgment and 
to feel safe.”

That support allowed Organski to become 
a student activist against sexual assault. 
She is now assistant director for regional 
advancement at the College of William and 
Mary. “I would not have graduated from the 
University without him,” Organski said. “He 
was like a father figure and he continues to 
be so today.”

Over the decades, faculty members like 
these have mentored students, studied dili-
gently to be the best in their field and, often, 
been recognized nationally and internation-
ally. Together, these instructors past and 
current have built an enriching culture—one that Thomas Jefferson desired when 

he established his University 200 years ago. 
And one that will enrich future students for 
generations to come.Read on to meet a few more of the pro-

fessors who you told us have shaped both 
your learning and your life. 

Kenneth Elzinga,  the Robert C. Taylor Professor of Economics, received the highest number of responses from stu-dents—both current students and those who studied under him as far back as the 1960s. His students sent in long emails of acclaim about his 
teaching, his grasp of subject matter and 
his warm personality. Elzinga was the first 
recipient of the Cavaliers’ Distinguished 
Teaching Professorship. He also received 
the Alumni Association’s Distinguished 
Professor Award in 1979 and the Thomas 
Jefferson Award in 1992.A few alumni recalled how he invited stu-

dents to his home for Thanksgiving dinner if 
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The Class of the CLASSROOM

From the beginning, teaching has been part of UVA’s DNA. Here are some of your favorite professors through the years.By Denise M. Watson

Ken Elzinga takes  economics to the great outdoors for this 2002 class on the Lawn.
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I WANT TO SALUTE YOU for putting together a magazine 
that was as approachable as it was informative. I especially 
enjoyed the multiple entry points to the University’s Achilles’ 
heel: race. I have always been proud of my UVA years but 
nevertheless felt that the sunshine of my experience tended 
to ignore the clouds of a little-acknowledged history. After 
reading the magazine, it is clear that the modern UVA is now 
fully engaged with its past. 

I also want to respond to the invitation to identify trans-
formative teachers: The late Charlie Whitebread was indeed 
the master of the classroom, but it was the intellectual rigor 
demanded by John Jeffries (Law ’73) that most influenced 
my career.

DAVID LOGAN (LAW ’77)
Tiverton, Rhode Island

Letters
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insight that “[t]he line separating good 
and evil passes not through states, nor 
between classes, nor between political 
parties either, but right through every 
human heart.”

Eli Frame (Col ’03)
Naples, Florida

It is depressing to see a 2,500-word 
essay devoted to castigating our founder 
for the sin of slavery, except for one 
sentence in the final paragraph. Instead 
of adorning the fallacy of modernism, 
one would expect that a feature article 
in the Special Bicentennial Issue would 
praise Jefferson as an apostle of the 
Enlightenment, rather than settle for a 
biased, detracting paper.

John M. Stewart (Col ’65)
St. Petersburg, Florida

I was very surprised to read the statement 
that Virginians created the University 
of Virginia “to defend a way of life that 
included slavery.” I always thought it was 
created to educate people, not to defend a 
particular way of life! 

Robert G. “Bob” Corder (Engr ’63)
Midlothian, Virginia

CLASS OF THE CLASSROOM
I experienced many exceptional profes-
sors at UVA. The most gracious, knowl-
edgeable and helpful to me was Harold 
Morton of Engineering Physics. He made 
mathematics come alive. He was warm 
and friendly in all that he did.

Jeff Keegan (Engr ’77, Med ’82)
Richmond, Virginia

I would like to add Dr. Fred Diehl, biology 
professor, to the list. His class started my 
deep interest in and love of biology.

Deborah Rib (Col ’81)
Rochester, New York

SERPENTINE TIMELINE
Thank you for an excellent Bicentennial 
edition. I write to correct two of your 
entries in regard to coeducation. Under 
the year 1968, you report: “(President) 
Shannon appoints a committee under 
Provost Frank Hereford to address the 
practical considerations of admitting 
women, such as the impact on dormitories.”

Under an entry dated 1969, you report: 

“The BOV (Board of Visitors) proposes 
limited admission of women over a 
10-year period.”

I was the only undergraduate student 
member of the Hereford committee, and 
I served on Student Council as a College 
Representative at these times. The 
Hereford committee was given the mission 
of proposing a plan for possible admission 
of women to the College. In September 
1969, a majority of the committee pro-
posed a 10-year quota on the admission of 
women; after those 10 years, the admis-
sions policy could be revisited.

I wrote a minority report that argued 
that women should be immediately admit-
ted on an equal basis with men, without a 
quota. My minority report acknowledged 
that a two-year transition period might 
be necessary to accommodate course 
changes and physical facilities changes. 

Attorney John Lowe had filed a U.S. 
District Court lawsuit against the University, 
seeking equal admission of women.  The 
majority report by the Hereford committee 
was pending consideration by the Board. 
At a hearing in federal court, the University 
introduced the majority report. Mr. Lowe 
introduced my minority report, as the 
University had failed to include it with the 
majority report.  

The federal judge urged the parties to 
resolve the matter. Under a compromise, 
the Board of Visitors approved a 2-year 
transition plan for the admission of some 
women to the College to begin in 1970, 
with full equal admission to begin in 1972. 

Kevin L. Mannix (Col ’71, Law ’74)
Salem, Oregon

Serpentine Timeline was a fascinating 
article. It’s a shame that the timeline of 
the disappearance of the coats and ties 
from the Grounds did not make the cut. 
That, and the ceasing of wearing hats on 
the Grounds before WWII, would make  
an interesting story for a future issue of 
Virginia Magazine.

Bruce G. Murphy (Col ’15)
Vero Beach, Florida

Sad to see that the Alumni Association is 
decades behind the times in its appre-
ciation of diversity. While this timeline 
acknowledges the history of African 
Americans at UVA (something I’m very 

877.245.1770
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Come Play at Wintergreen

Get full resort access and exclusive 
amenities ONLY when you book with 

Wintergreen Resort.

Golf season is year round at 
Wintergreen. Ranked the number 
one golf resort by Blue Ridge Country 
Magazine, Wintergreen is the ideal 
destination to get your game ready 
for 2019 with our top-rated Golf 
Academy and 45 holes spread across 
two beautiful courses.

From private lessons to 3-hour 
intensive clinics to 3-day schools 
and week-long junior camps, we 
offer focused, personalized 
instruction on every aspect of the 
game, tailored for a range of 
abilities, from beginners to 
life-long golfers.

Come for a weekend or stay the 
whole week. Wintergreen offers 
lodging that is just right for you, 
from studio rooms with kitchenette, 
to 1-5 bedroom condos, to spacious 
homes with 3-9 bedrooms.

19-SUMMER-VirginiaMagazineGOLF.pdf   1   2/7/2019   4:50:57 PM



14    UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA  |  S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

701 Water Street E.
Charlottesville, VA

434.245.2211

1 Melvin Avenue
Annapolis, MD 
410.990.1700

LUXURY REDEFINED
Custom Architecture + Interior Design



UVAMAGAZINE.ORG     15

happy to see), it says not a word about the 
arrival of significant numbers of Asian and 
Latinx students to UVA. When will you 
stop thinking in black and white, UVA?

Ricardo Padrón (Col ’89)
Charlottesville

First, please “hear” my loud applause for the 
impressive work on the Bicentennial Issue. 

Because components of evolving 
and often hard-fought diversity were 
highlighted, readers should know that 
in spring 1969, UVA’s Inter-Fraternity 
Council finally approved the application 
of Pi Lambda Colony to become the VA 
Omega Alpha Chapter, Pi Lambda Phi 
National Fraternity Inc. The national 
fraternity’s creed affirms the central 
importance of the “elimination of preju-
dice.” The unprecedented nonsectarian 
application included students who were 
Protestants, Christians, Jews and those 
who were religiously unaffiliated. It 

also included one nonwhite student, an 
African American, resulting in a deter-
mined historic desegregation outcome of 
UVA’s fraternity community. 

David L. Temple Jr. (Col ’69, Educ ’72)
Alexandria, Virginia

HAT TIP
You don’t think about it; just wearing 
the hat is part of what you do. Years 
ago, Margaret and I were sitting in the 
Piazza in Florence, and a couple walked 
up; he started talking about the University 
and sat down and shared some wine. We 
were close friends who had never met. 

Bill Alderman (Com ’59)
Palmyra, Virginia

Your subtitle asking just what is it about 
this place rang true to me. About 20 years 
ago, a gentleman told me he often sensed 
reverence in the voice of Virginia gradu-
ates when they spoke of the University. 
As an out-of-state student, I certainly 
embrace that reverence. It is great to see 
the University continue to thrive.

Ken Clemmens (Col ’74)
Sparks, Maryland

The University is a memory of walking 
from Mr. [David Martin] Bevington’s after 
listening to Shakespeare records across 
the Grounds during a soft wet snow in 
March—the quiet and majesty of brick 
with the Bard’s words echoing.

John Childrey (Col ’65, Educ ’68, ’73)
Coral Springs, Florida

ON COMMON GROUNDS
What a remarkable list of notables. No 
doubt there are other individuals worth 
mensch-oning! One such scholar is Rabbi 
David Ellenson (Grad ’72), president of the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion, and internationally recognized for 
his research in Jewish religious thought, 
ethics and modern Jewish history.  

Rabbi Philip “Flip” Rice (Col ’92)
Franklin, Tennessee

Even though I applaud many of the 
choices, I wonder why George Allen (Col 
’74, Law ’77) was not included. He was 
a quarterback on the football team and 
fourth-year class president. He furthered 
his education at the Law School and 

877.245.1770
wintergreenresort.com

#1 Ranked Tennis
Academy

Wintergreen is the top ranked 
tennis academy in America and 
the #13 tennis resort in the world 
with year-round instruction for all 
levels of play.

Bring your group or come on your 
own to elevate your game with 
weekend or midweek academies, 
private lessons, and group clinics. 
Plus – golf, nature hikes, spa, 
and superb dining and sipping. 
We offer convenient lodging from 
studio rooms to luxurious 
private homes.

Get full resort access and 
exclusive amenities ONLY when 
you book with Wintergreen Resort.

Get your game on at 
Wintergreen Resort now.
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The Lords of Discipline, Pat Conroy’s novel based on his time at the Citadel, opens with a simple decla-ration: “I wear the ring.”Well, I wear the hat.
I wear the ring too, the one with the Minerva signet, but for our purposes here, the hat matters more, the one with the block “V,” from Mincer’s.I wore it on a recent fall day, vacationing with friends in what seemed a far remove, a bistro in northern Michigan. A guy walked in and sat at the next table.He wore the hat. Instantly, strangers became lands-men, and we broke into our native tongue, the Academical Language. You know the patter. Instead of air quotes, Wahoos use the air shift key, uppercasing words seemingly at random—like  “Lawn” and “University” and “Grounds” and, depending on your vintage, the “The” that may or may not precede them.

That gleam came to our eyes, and spouses and friends rolled theirs.
Princeton has its Princetonians, Texas its Exes and, at Michigan, a well-timed “Go Blue!” can make them go goosey. And yet, it’s not the same as our shared experience. Or, if it is, you’re not going to read about it here. Because this is a 200th birthday card, a let-me-count-the-ways love note, that will try to parse the spell that binds.

A sense of Honor. We should start here. Honor enters the psyche roughly on move-in day, when you join a com-pact not to lie, cheat or steal. A standard so basic, it almost goes without saying. But at Virginia, students do say it, and pledge it, and ponder its full implications on a regular basis. Pretty soon, being taken at your word, and living up to the expectation, takes a hold of your life.“It’s not just like, ‘go get this degree,’” says fourth-year Hannah Melissa “Mel” Borja (Col ’19). Being part of the community of trust is more than that, she says, “kind of a holistic transformative experience.”Early in our relationship my wife knew that when I used three magic words, I wasn’t feeding her a line, deadpanning a joke or telling her anything other than the God’s truth: “on my honor.” 
I’m not going to claim all Wahoos tell the truth all the time, but I will say that if we are tempted otherwise, we feel a special pang. You write the Pledge enough times, it haunts you. In a good way.

A sense of independence. If UVA graduates seem unusually self-possessed, it may have something to do with the extraordinary self-determination we were allowed as students. Self-governance gives Student Council appropri-ations authority over serious money. University Guides, not administration o�  cials, decide the narrative the visiting public will hear. Students have the power to expel a peer.Several years ago a Boston executive asked Dean of Students Allen W. Groves (Law ’90) why it is that his fi rm 

A HAT TIP TO UVAAnd just what is it about this place
By S. Richard Gard Jr.

The Lords of Discipline, Pat Conroy’s A sense of Honor. We should start here. Honor enters 

A HAT TIP TO UVAAnd just what is it about this place
By S. Richard Gard Jr.
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WELL SAID. I matriculated 
in ’81, arriving again in 
2012 and teaching in 
some of the classrooms 
where I was taught and 
in the restored Rotunda. 
What an experience 
both times around! The 
“honors of honor” are still 
distinctive and vital to 
the Virginia experience. 

SPENCER PHILLIPS (COL ’85)
Hanoi, Vietnam

Letters
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served in the House of Delegates, House 
of Representatives and Senate, and as 
governor of Virginia. 

George Korte (Col ’74)
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Thank you for including Chuck Rosenberg 
(Law ’90). His calm demeanor, under-
stated humor and expert knowledge reflect 
the highest ideals and standards of anyone 
whom you would expect to be an alumnus 
of any of the schools at the University. 

Earl B. Chappell III (Col ’65)
Virginia Beach, Virginia

I submit three additions: John Singleton 
Mosby (Law 1853), who went on to fame 
as the Gray Ghost of the Confederacy 
and was appointed to several important 
federal government posts; Arthur J. Morris 
(Law 1901), who devised the financing of 
home purchases on installment, which 
enabled individuals of average means to 
purchase homes; and James Hay Jr. (Col 
1903), who went on to a distinguished 
journalism career and who wrote the poem 
“The Honor Men,” one of the defining 
statements of the University of Virginia. 

Robert Chambliss “Cham” Light Jr. (Col ’76)
Lynchburg, Virginia

One serious omission: Edwin S. Kneedler 
(Law ’74), who served as acting U.S. 
solicitor general in 2009 and has been a 
deputy solicitor general since 1993. Ed 
has argued over 135 cases before the 
U.S. Supreme Court, more than any other 
practicing lawyer. A 2014 winner of the 
prestigious Samuel J. Heyman Service 
to America Medal, he has served in the 
Justice Department since 1979.

Suzanne C. Harkness (Educ ’70, ’73) 
Columbus, New Jersey

AN UNFLINCHING REPORT
It’s a good thing to recognize past injus-
tices. It is even more important to address 
ongoing injustices. 

The Honor System has discriminated 
against minority students for decades. 
Repeated studies have shown that 
minority students are expelled at three to 
five times the rate of white students—this 
despite a large-scale study that found no 
difference in cheating rates between the 
two groups. 

The various Honor committees have 
known of this but have failed to address 
the problem. The data have been taken 
down from the Honor webpage. The 
administration absolves itself from respon-
sibility by saying it is a student-run system.

The University cannot make amends 
for past injustices while it continues to be 
complicit in ongoing wrongs. 

Paxton Marshall (Engr ’90)
Charlottesville

CELEBRATING U-HALL
All of us who patronized U-Hall enjoyed 
your “Celebrating University Hall” digital 
retrospective. The men’s basketball shots, 
however, brought to mind a question: Is 
there a reason our coaches no longer wear 
ties for the games? One struggles to find 
anything to criticize in Tony Bennett’s 
program, but it is striking and sad to see 
our coaches among the least well-dressed 
in the ACC. There is certainly a time and 
place for casual, but representing the 
University on the public stage would seem 
neither the time nor the place.

David M. Foster (Col ’75, Law ’81)
Arlington, Virginia

877.245.1770
wintergreenresort.com
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on the famous Blue Ridge Parkway, 

adjacent to Nelson County’s best 
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Experience the magic of summer – 

golf, tennis, spa indulgence, or hiking 

in the morning; a customized tasting 

tour of  Virginia wineries, breweries, 

and cideries in the afternoon; and a 

sumptuous dinner in the evening – 

Wintergreen bliss.
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amenities ONLY when you book with 
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DigestU

Afterward, as attendees strolled to a 

reception outside the Rotunda, they spoke 

enthusiastically about Ryan’s message 

and goals.
“It was extraordinary—we are very, 

very lucky,” said Tom Piper (Col ’63). 

“Everything that he said fi ts what we need 

today. Badly.”
Mackenna Gordon (Col ’22) was equally 

delighted: “It defi nitely made me excited 

to be a student here under his presidency.” 

F. Blair Wimbush (Law ’80), vice 

chairman and a commissioner with the 

Virginia Port Authority and chair of UVA’s 

Law School Foundation, was particu-

larly pleased by Ryan’s commitment to 

low-income students and fi rst-genera-

tion students. 
“Like President Ryan, I was a fi rst-gen-

eration student,” Wimbush said. “Most of 

my family were. Education made a di� er-

ence in our lives. I thought that President 

Ryan’s message was a wonderful, inspiring 

example of what we should aspire to be.”  

Ryan’s energy and unconventional atti-

tude were most evident at the end of his 

speech. Six days before his inauguration, 

Ryan, a passionate runner, had enjoyed 

what has turned into a weekly morning 

run with 100-some members of the UVA 

community. As he fi nished the speech, he 

pulled up his academic robe, raised his foot 

and displayed a black Asics running shoe 

to the cheers of the crowd.

“Friends, my running shoes are laced 

up,” he said. “I’m ready, with your help, 

to begin anew on this unfinished but 

glorious project that is the University 

of Virginia.” 

“Slavery, in every way imaginable, was central to the project of designing, funding, 

building, and maintaining” UVA, according to the fi nal report from the President’s 

Commission on Slavery and the University, released in August. 

The report’s fi ndings and conclusions end fi ve years of research and community 

engagement. Then-President Teresa A. Sullivan in 2013 had tasked the 29-person 

committee to explore the University’s relationship with slavery and recommend 

ways to recognize and commemorate it. 

For further study and repair, the report discusses the Memorial to Enslaved 

Laborers, set to break ground in December; and suggests renovations to McGu� ey 

Cottage as an interpretive center, scholarships to promote diversity and research 

endowments for further study. These and other recommendations will be consid-

ered by the president’s o�  ce, as well as the complementary four-year President’s 

Commission on the University in the Age of Segregation, launched in February.

“We’re confronting the di�  cult past we’ve had here,” said Marcus Martin, the 

slavery commission co-chair and, until his retirement in January 2019, vice presi-

dent and chief o�  cer for diversity and equity.

The 91-page report “goes a long way to putting some of the fundamental history 

in place,” said commission member Louis Nelson, vice provost for academic out-

reach and professor of architectural history. 

That history is one of individuals, such as Isabella and William Gibbons, who 

became community leaders after being owned by professors. But it is also one of 

unpunished violence against free and enslaved workers and degrading policies 

and practices, such as the robbing of African-American graves for medical studies.

The report also details the commission’s education, memorialization and pub-

lic engagement initiatives over the past fi ve years, which include hosting sympo-

sia such as 2017’s “Universities, Slavery, Public Memory and the Built Landscape”; 

launching the Rotunda Visitors Center and a self-guided walking tour; and naming 

Gibbons House and Skipwith Hall after enslaved workers.

“[We’re] owning the history,” Martin said, “and doing what we can through these 

initiatives to help with atonement.”

The more “we know about the institutional history, the better we educate our-

selves,” he said, “and we can acknowledge what happened in the past so we can move 

forward.” —Sarah Poole

AN UNFLINCHING REPORT
Slavery Commission chronicles a di�  cult past
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Stunning, truly custom English Country-style 

residence set on nearly 7.5 manicured acres on 

highly coveted Garth Road. Constructed with 

premium finishes and unparalleled attention to 

detail. Lovely private landscaped setting.

$1,495,000
anitadunbar-realtor.com

Anita Dunbar  |  434.981.1421

2121 Garth Rd | Charlottesville

One of the oldest homes in Albemarle Co. 

Set on 18 private acres just west of Scottsville, 

c.1740 home in excellent condition.  Period 

details, 6 fireplaces, English Basement, pool, 

3-car garage with guest apartment.

$850,000 

montaguemiller.com/cmontague 

Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

Belle Grove | Scottsville

$899,000
montaguemiller.com/mls=580993 

Rives Bailey  |  434.951.7113

108 Cameron | Charlottesville

Perfectly placed in a park-like setting this 

wonderful Ednam Forest home offers exceptional 

indoor and outdoor living spaces. Conveniently 

located within walking distance of Boar’s Head 

Sports Club and  minutes to UVA. 

$1,195,000

montaguemiller.com/mls=581328 

Rives Bailey  |  434.951.7113

407 Wellington | Charlottesville

Within a short walk of UVA, this exceptional and 

unique home offers a wonderful blend of quality, 

convenience, and charm. Quality is evident 

throughout with the kitchen offering commercial 

grade appliances and soapstone counters. 

5 Chimneys, c. 1820, a classic brick farmhouse 

surrounded by mature hardwood trees with 

mountain views. 3 bedrooms and 2.5 updated 

baths, country kitchen, 2 fireplaces, and a broad 

front porch. 50 acres of productive pasture.

$795,000 

montaguemiller.com/cmontague 

Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

Five Chimneys | Lexington

Extraordinary 664 acre farm ideally located at 

the base of the Blue Ridge in one of the prettiest 

valleys in the Piedmont. A perfect blend of rich 

grazing land and hardwood forest. 3 homes on 

the property, stocked lake and gorgeous views.

$3,750,000 

montaguemiller.com/cmontague 

Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

    Graves Mill Farm | Madison

Your Place. Our Purpose.
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IT’S TIME TO LOOK 
FORWARD rather than 
backward at history we 
have no ability to change. 
The U.N. tells us there 
are more than 40 million 
slaves in the world today, 
more than at any time 
in history. This includes 
a surprising number in 
the U.S. If we are going to 
expend resources on the 
issue of slavery, then let’s 
join the struggle against 
human trafficking. 

JAMES RAWLES JR., M.D. (COL ’73)
Virginia Beach, Virginia

Letters
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Looking 
forward

A ROU N D A LU M N I H A L L

Dear Alumni Hall,
When I first reached out to Alumni Career 
Services, I had spent years out of the work 
force taking care of my children and parents.  
I was just beginning my job search and had no 
clue what I was doing. Although I have two 
degrees and 25 years of work experience, 
the work world had moved on without me. In 
my first call with ACS, I remember crying 
about how lost I felt. But my career adviser 
professionally and kindly guided me every step 
of the way, giving me direction and building my 
confidence. She helped me navigate LinkedIn, 
update my resume, write a powerful cover 
letter, and prepare for interviews. And after 
I got the job, she advised me on how to be 
successful in the workplace. Simply said, I am 
now working at a job I love, all because of Alumni 
Career Services. They helped me not just to 
change my career, but to change my life.

Chair
Julious P. Smith Jr., ’68

Richmond, Virginia

Vice Chair
Louis A. Sarkes Jr., ’80, ’85

Baltimore, Maryland

Members
James G. Aldigé IV, ’03

Charlottesville
Cory L. Alexander, ’95

Crozier, Virginia
E. Ross Baird, ’07

Washington, D.C.

Susan K. Blank, M.D., ’95
Charlottesville

Jocelyn E. Diaz, ’99
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ALUMNI CAREER SERVICES

A letter from a 
grateful alumna

SERVING
With our eyes on

At the Alumni Association we sometimes take for 
granted that you see everything we do to serve 
you, your fellow alumni and our University. But 
realistically, that’s not always the case. You might 
see parts of what we do—a Reunion that brought you 
back to Grounds, an Alumni Hall football tailgate, this 
very magazine that brings trusted information from 
Grounds right to your mailbox.

But we hear over and over from our alumni—often 
with wonder and delight—that you are surprised 
when you see the full scope of what we do here 
at Alumni Hall, that it’s the best-kept secret on 
Grounds. You might have seen our scholarships, but 
not our services. You might have seen our gatherings, 
but not our giving.

The Alumni Association informs, connects, 
rewards, serves and invests in our alumni and our 
University. In each issue of Virginia Magazine, this 
Around Alumni Hall section will highlight an Alumni 
Association program or initiative we think you’ll want 
to know more about. We also hope it sparks new 
ideas that can help us serve you even better, and we 
welcome that feedback. In this issue, we focus on 
Alumni Career Services. Though some alumni know 
firsthand how valuable this program is, others may 
not be aware of what we offer and how life-changing 
it can be.

With our eyes on the future, we are planning for 
not just what our alumni need today, but also for your 
needs 10, 20, even 50 years from now. Planning for 
how what we do at Alumni Hall can continue to serve 
you—just as we have for the past 180 years.

Jenifer G. Andrasko (Darden ’10)
President & CEO, UVA Alumni Association
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Knowing that career development is such a strong 
need for our alumni, the Alumni Association is 
expanding career services to focus on the whole 
career journey. Our approach is to teach, not just 
tell. We do this through advising, programming and 
resources in a way that makes the process proactive 
and fun. We are building out professional and workplace 
networks to help our alumni find, connect and engage 
with each other. We are also developing skills training 
opportunities to better prepare our alumni to be leaders 
in the modern workforce. We want to 
empower alumni to own their 
lifelong career development 
and achieve fulfilling, 
dynamic careers.” 

Amanda Panarese 
(Col ’99) 
Director,   
Alumni Career  
Services

‘‘
IN LAST YEAR’S ALL-ALUMNI  
SURVEY, YOU TOLD US THAT  

EXPANDING CAREER SERVICES WAS 
ONE OF YOUR TOP AREAS OF FOCUS 

FOR THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. 

800+
Alumni Career Services conducts 

more than 800 appointments per year, 
advising on job-search strategies, 

re-entering the workforce, graduate 
school applications and more. 

Appointments can be held in person, 
by phone or over Skype, and are free 
for Alumni Association life members.

40%
Forty percent of respondents prioritized 

broadening career services and  
networking opportunities for and 

among alumni—the top vote-getter 
among potential focus areas.

35%
You might think that young 

alumni are the only ones 
seeking career advice. But 
mid-career alumni (ages 

35-50) make up 35 percent 
of the advisees and are the 

fastest-growing segment of 
alumni served.

WITH 
OUR EYES 
ON THE 
FUTURE

alumni.virginia.edu

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.



HIGHLAND ORCHARD - Nearly 1,000-acres in Albemarle. 20 min from 
Charlottesville and UVA. Situated among the headwaters of the Hardware River, 
rolling pasture and woodland, with a stylish contemporary residence. The Main 
residence, guest house, farm managers cottage, formal greens pool and host 
of complimentary farm buildings make this one of the most extraordinary farm 
offering in Virginia. MLS 580935. $9,500,000. Murdoch Matheson 434.981.7439

571 WILLIAMS CREEK LN - An elegant mountain home situated on 
lake, surrounded by the Blue Ridge Mountains. Incredible views. Floor 
to ceiling stone fireplace. “Smart” home technology. Italian appliances, 
Hand Hewn Beams. Frank Hardy 434.981.0798

BRATTON'S RUN - 2,817 acres of pristine mountain land in Bath and 
Rockbridge Counties, Virginia. The property has been used for several 
decades as a private hunting retreat and getaway. There is one small lodge 
featuring several bedrooms. The land is composed of mostly pine trees with 
creeks and streams running throughout. There are many trails for horseback or 
ATV riding. MLS 582836. $5,700,000. Frank Hardy 434.981.0798

VERULAM - Exquisite country estate situated on 500+ beautifully 
maintained acres only minutes from Downtown Charlottesville. This 
classic, Georgian, manor home boasts 10’ ceilings, 5 bedroom suites, 
an open floor plan with a gracious kitchen and living area. Not to be 
missed, are the extensive grounds and Gillette gardens, a pool with 
pool house, guest cottage, and state of the art equestrian facilities. 
Lastly, a dairy barn converted for hosting events (with significant income 
producing opportunities). With stunning mountain views, this private 
and elegant equestrian estate is only 4 miles from UVA! MLS 583494. 
$15,800,000. Frank Hardy 434.981.0798 

LIZBETH - 76 acre estate west of Charlottesville on Garth Road. The 
slate-roofed house has 5 beds, 5.5 baths on 3 levels. Heated flooring, 
gourmet kitchen featuring Wolf and Sub-Zero appliances. Temperature-
controlled wine room. Bluestone patio, pool, and mountain views, along 
with a private lake and access to the Moormans River. MLS 582196. 
$4,750,000. Frank Hardy 434.981.0798

S O L D

COUNTRY LIVING IN VIRGINIA



STONE'S THROW - Exceptional Country residence only a short 
drive from Charlottesville. The 6-bedroom residence has an open 
floor plan. 1st floor Master, office, exercise room, media room, 
infinity pool, hot tup and pavilion, gardens and lawns, stable and 
riding ring, pond. Immense privacy with extraordinary views. MLS 
585648 $3,250,000. Murdoch Matheson 434.981.7439

FRANKHARDY.COM

TREETOPS - Sited on one of Farmington's largest parcels. Constructed 
in 2001 to uncompromising standards. 6 bed/8 bath residence has 
mountain views & 2 covered rear porches. Triple hung windows, 4 
fireplaces & Gaston & Wyatt mill work. Guest cottage. Rear property 
line meanders along Ivy Creek. Murdoch Matheson 434.981.7439

BARTERBROOK FARM - c. 1900 3-bed renovated farm house with 3 
fireplaces, terraces and porches, copper roof, open kitchen and floor plan, 
outdoor spa, beautiful woodwork. 33-acres. Workshop. Barn completely 
renovated as a second home with full kitchen and bathroom and two 
stories. MLS 584756. $1,695,000. Murdoch Matheson 434.981.7439

GALLISON HALL - Charlottesville’s premier property, located in 
one of the most exclusive neighborhoods. A landmark on the Virginia 
and National Registers. Built in 1931-33, this elegant Georgian home 
sits on approximately 43 acres of parkland. Complete privacy in a 
prime residential location, minutes to the University and downtown. 
Maintained with the utmost care, improvements were added to the 
property to include an indoor tennis/racquet ball facility and indoor pool. 
Three apartments & charming log cabin. MLS 583485. $14,495,00.
Ann Hay Hardy 202.297.0228

FAIRVIEW - c. 1856 brick Georgian manor home. 9,000 s.f. with 
10’ ceilings and heart pine floors. Fireplaces, original moldings and 
woodwork. 5 bedrooms and guest cottage. Formal gardens and 
rose garden, Farm managers house, horse facilities and equipment 
barns. Located in beautiful Somerset VA. MLS 585034. $2,975,000. 
Murdoch Matheson 434.981.7439

S O L D

© MMXVIII Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Landscape used with permission. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity . 
Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.
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he University of Virginia’s 
launch of a new School of 
Data Science, announced 
i n  Ja n u a r y,  r e p r e s e n t s 

the 2,000-fold flowering of a seed the 
Alumni Association’s Jefferson Trust 
planted more than six years ago.

“Data has the potential to shape  
our world in ways we are only now 
beginning to understand,” President 
James E. Ryan (Law ’92) said during 
Dome Room ceremonies. “We have 
an opportunity to establish one of 
the first schools of data science in the 
nation—one driven by the discov-
ery of new knowledge and a commit-
ment to the public good.” (See related  

President’s Letter, Page 67.)
Primary funding for the school, 

UVA’s first since the establishment of 
the Frank Batten School of Leadership 
and Public Policy in 2007, comes from 
a $120 million gift—the largest in UVA’s 
history—from the private Quantitative 
Foundation. Charlottesville-based 
hedge-fund investor Jaffray Woodriff 
(Com ’91) is trustee of the foundation, 
and his wife, Merrill Woodriff (Col ’98, 
Educ ’98), is its director. 

“The time is right to establish a 
school which will not only train the fin-
est data scientists in the world, but will 
also collaborate with schools across the 
University to evaluate and shape policy 
with respect to the ethical, privacy and 
regulatory aspects of data science appli-
cation,” said Jaffray Woodriff.

Pending Board of Visitors, Faculty 
Senate and other approvals, the school 
will offer both undergraduate and 
graduate degrees in data science, a 
broad and growing field that combines 
statistics, math, computer science  

and information science.
Support from other sources will 

increase the school’s initial funding to 
$200 million and allow construction of 
a new facility for the school, UVA’s 12th.

A $100,000 grant from the Jefferson 
Trust in fall 2012 helped the idea take 
root. Executive Director Wayne Cozart 
says the Trust board offered UVA’s then- 
President Teresa A. Sullivan that amount 
to put toward the highest use. She chose 
the ramping up of an interdisciplinary 
data science institute. 

The following year brought a $10 
million donation from the Woodriffs’ 
Quantitative Foundation, and the UVA 
Data Science Institute officially opened. 
It awarded 31 degrees in 2018 and will be 
integrated into the new school. The insti-
tute’s director, Phil Bourne, will be acting 
dean of the new school.  

Cozart sees the new school as the 
perfect example of the Jefferson Trust’s 
mission. “It’s actually what we do,” 
he said. “We are seed funding for the 
University of Virginia.”  —Staff
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Tuition Changes
In December, UVA’s Board of Visitors approved tuition 
and fee increases for the 2019-20 school year. For 
full-time first-year students in the College, tuition 
and required fees for in-state students are $17,266. 
For out-of-state students, the figure is $50,184. The 
in-state number represents a 3.2 percent increase 
over last year; the out-of-state figure is 3.6 percent 
over last year. 

To combat declining enrollment, the University’s 
College at Wise in southwest Virginia hopes to 
offer reduced tuition for out-of-state students from 
the Appalachia region, which includes all of West 
Virginia and parts of 12 other states. College at Wise 
enrollment has dropped from 2,420 students in 2012 

to 1,187 degree-seeking and 879 nondegree-seeking 
students this fall, according to the Daily Progress. 

UVA’s Board of Visitors indicated that it would 
approve a change to bring tuition totals closer to 
what state residents pay: $10,119 for full-time 
students. Virginia lawmakers in both houses 
passed bills in January and February to allow 
for the change.

Dorrie Fontaine, dean of UVA’s School of Nursing 
for the past decade, plans to retire July 31.

Fontaine focused on both the student and  
patient experience, leading initiatives that  
emphasize compassionate care and a healthy 
work environment. Through the former, students 

learn how to care for themselves so they can better care for oth-
ers; through the latter, the school commits to creating a place in 
which it’s possible. 

That environment “is woven into our culture in a way that I 
don’t believe can ever be ripped apart,” wrote Theresa J. Carroll 
(Educ ’00), the school’s senior assistant dean for academic and 
student services. The main reason is because “Dorrie walks the 
talk. … She admits mistakes. She supports you when you make 
one. She is forgiving. She shows grace.”

Curry School Dean Robert Pianta leads a search committee’s 
efforts to find her successor. —Brian Hudgins

Sports Stars
In January, former UVA two-time national tennis 
champion Danielle Collins (Col ’16) shocked the 
world’s No. 2 player en route to the Australian Open 
semifinals, becoming the first former college tennis 
player to reach a women’s tennis Grand Slam semifinal 
in the modern era. Collins was ranked 23rd in the  
world at press time.

During Super Bowl weekend, former UVA defensive 
end Chris Long (Col ’08) received one of the NFL’s 
most prestigious awards. Long, who won two Super 
Bowls as a member of the 2017 New England Patriots 
and the 2018 Philadelphia Eagles, was recognized 
as the 2018 Walter Payton Man of the Year. Long’s 
numerous charitable endeavors have included bringing 
clean water access to residents of East Africa and 
supporting educational equity and social justice.

Like President James E. Ryan (Law ’92), UVA’s new chief oper-
ating officer, Jennifer “J.J.” Wagner Davis, has hit the ground 
running. Currently a Mews resident behind the Pavilions, Davis 
wakes up before sunrise each morning to run. “The Lawn is a 
pretty inspiring place to start a run, and I often find myself stop-
ping to take photos because I’m still amazed by the beauty of this 
place,” Davis says.

Just months into her new role, Davis has spent much 
of her time in Charlottesville establishing relationships 
and growing her knowledge of UVA. She arrived at UVA 
from George Mason University, where she was senior 
vice president for finance and administration for five 
years. Davis and her team at UVA manage much 
of the behind-the-scenes, including safety, HR, 
finance, IT, capital planning and facilities man-
agement. They are also helping to develop the 
framework of resources to support President 
Ryan’s strategic plan, which he will present to 
the Board of Visitors early this summer.

—Anna Katherine Clemmons

NEW OPERATING 
CHIEF STARTS

Nursing Dean  
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Over 100 Years Of Virginia Real Estate Service
Charlottesville, VA u www.jtsamuels.com u  (434) 295-8540

Please visit our website for information on these and others.

Chester

Williston

Late 19th century Italianate on the National Register with 28+ acres 

in Orange.  $849,900

Here arts and crafts architecture meets contemporary in a residence 

of uncommon detail.  On 7+ acres between Earlysville and Free 

Union. $895,000

Here is the last great Coast Guard Station on the Eastern Shore. 

Relocated, remodeled and offered fully furnished with 32 waterfront 

acres. $2,500,000

Timberpeg home on 33 acres along the Rivanna River minutes from 

Charlottesville. $1,150,000

Lovely country manor built in 2007 on 625 acres with one mile on the 

Rapidan River between Fredericksburg and Orange. $2,991,000

Mid 19th century manor now a B&B but suitable for a country 

manor. Beautifully landscaped 6+ acres 20 minutes from 

Charlottesville. Reduced to  $785,000

Quarles Road

Cobb Island

The River

Virginia

Mockernut
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he problem with Facebook 
is Facebook.” 

So argues UVA media 
studies professor Siva 
Va i d hy a n a t h a n  i n  h i s 

recently released book, Anti-Social 
Media: How Facebook Disconnects Us 
and Undermines Democracy. A sweeping 
indictment of the social-media behe-
moth that boasts some 2.2 billion users 
worldwide, Vaidhyanathan’s book argues 
that Facebook is not merely a time- 
wasting distraction but an actively 
destructive force undermining the foun-
dations of democratic society. And yet, 
the author argues, Facebook is inescap-
able—and we are all trapped in its grip.

This unsettling message is delivered 

by way of an extended analysis both 
of Facebook’s effects and its flaws. 
“Basically there are two things wrong 
with Facebook: how it works and how 
people use it,” Vaidhyanathan writes, 
outlining how Facebook encourages 
superficial engagement, erodes meaning-
ful reflection and exchange, 
undermines trust, eviscer-
ates privacy, and by its design 
not only enables the spread 
of misleading and inflam-
matory information but 
actively serves to “amplify 
the crazy,” as Vaidhyanathan 
puts it. Algorithms indis-
criminately promote what-
ever gets the most reactions on the site, 
whether that is heartwarming videos, 
calculated disinformation or incendiary 
conspiracy theories. “It’s a performance- 
enhancing drug to collective stupidity,” 
Vaidhyanathan says.

Vaidhyanathan’s book coincides with 
a flood of damning revelations about 
Facebook: about how extensively user 
data has been both explicitly shared 
and accidentally exposed without 

users’ knowledge or permission; about 
the company’s efforts to obfuscate its 
practices, dissemble on its failures and 
mount attacks against its critics; and 
about Russia’s widespread efforts to 
interfere with and influence the 2016 
U.S. presidential election. In fact, per-

haps the most alarming of the 
arguments Vaidhyanathan 
presents in his book is how 
effectively Facebook’s capa-
bilities have been harnessed 
by hate groups, extremists, 
autocratic regimes, terror-
ist organizations and other 
nefarious actors to pro-
mote propaganda, target 

opponents and even incite violence. “If 
you wanted to design a media system 
to support authoritarian leaders and 
antidemocratic movements, you could 
not do much better than Facebook,” 
Vaidhyanathan writes. 

In the book, Vaidhyanathan sug-
gests that Facebook’s founders failed to 
anticipate this outcome. “A service that 
has invited more than 2.2 billion people 
to use it habitually and promiscuously IL
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for all sorts of purposes cannot expect 
all those people to behave well,” he 
writes. And yet, Vaidhyanathan argues, 
Facebook fell prey to “the hubris of good 
intentions” embodied in the rosy-hued 
vision of its mission “to give people the 
power to build community and bring the 
world closer together.” Vaidhyanathan 
characterizes Facebook founder Mark 
Zuckerberg as sincere and idealistic, but 
“profoundly uneducated,” someone who 
continues to maintain a blind faith in the 
idea that “with more data and better code 
we can improve anything.” 

A n d  i t  i s  t h a t  d a t a ,  o f  c o u r s e , 
that makes us valuable to Facebook. 
Vaidhyanathan—who freely admits to 
his own social-media habit—compares 
Facebook to junk food, designed to keep 
us mindlessly and unreflectively reach-
ing for more of its endless scroll of dis-
tractions. The more time we spend on 
the platform, the more data we gener-
ate—images, comments, “likes,” shares, 
clicks, messages, RSVPs—and the more 
Facebook knows about us.

As the owner of four of the world’s 

t o p  s i x  s o c i a l  m e d i a 
platforms—Instagram, 
WhatsApp, Messenger 
and Facebook itself—
this one corporation has 
compiled an unimagin-
ably detailed database of 
personal information not 
only about its users but, 
Vaidhyanathan insists, 
many other people as well. 
Even if you don’t have an 
account, Facebook knows 
more about you than you 
can imagine—informa-
tion amassed and digitally cross-refer-
enced from sources including purchased 
lists, public records and the enormous 
volume of material (hundreds of mil-
lions of photos alone every day) added by 
users. And it’s increasingly evident that 
even Facebook doesn’t know where all 
that data is going or how it is being used.

“And there is nothing anyone can do 
about that,” Vaidhyanathan writes. 

Q u i tt i n g  Fa c e b o o k  w o n ’t  h e l p, 
Vaidhyanathan tells Virginia Magazine. 

The company’s reach is 
too vast, the number of 
users too great, its ser-
vices too entrenched in 
how we connect, com-
municate, do business 
a n d  s h a r e  i n f o r m a -
tion. “We are trapped,” 
Vaidhyanathan says flatly. 
“There is no way to imag-
ine that all of us are sud-
denly going to do some-
thing else when there is 
no comparable service 
that can hold all of us.” 

Instead, he believes the only way to 
fight back is through regulation. “We are 
irrelevant as individuals to Facebook, but 
we are not irrelevant to our legislators,” 
Vaidhyanathan says. “We must act as cit-
izens—we must demand that our gov-
ernment protect us.” He’s honest that he 
doesn’t hold great hope that will actually 
happen. “But that is the only chance we 
have,” he says. “We have no other tools, 
we have no other power, but to act as  
citizens.” 

Do we want our leaders to be 
positive and supportive? In a 
paper published in October in 
the Journal of Personality and 
Social Psychology, UVA associate 
professor of public policy Eileen 
Chou, drawing on a series of 11 
studies, offers a provocative “no.” 

Contradicting research and 
Gallup Poll results that suggest 
that people want the kind of 
leaders whom Chou terms 
“cheerleaders,” she argues that 
in fact “we instinctively empower 
naysayers”—people who exhibit 
an “unbridled and vitriolic style 
of discourse”—because we per-
ceive them to be more powerful. 
Citing examples from Philippine 

President Duterte to the acerbic 
television personality Simon 
Cowell, Chou provides evidence 
that the negative, critical style 
of such naysayers is 
interpreted as a power- 
signaling cue. 

We see the willing-
ness, and the ability, 
to flout norms with 
impunity as evidence 
of an individual’s inde-
pendence or greater 
agency, “untethered 
from any social constraints or 
dependence on other people’s 
resources,” Chou writes. In 
other words, whether or not the 
perception is accurate, “people 

perceive naysayers as powerful 
by inferring agency to speak their 
mind.” 

In one of Chou’s studies, for 
example, a group of 
more than 500 eligi-
ble U.S. voters judged 
a “naysaying” presi-
dential candidate not 
only more powerful 
than a “cheerlead-
ing” candidate, but 
predicted that the 
negative candidate 

would be more effective in office 
and expressed willingness to vote 
for that candidate over the more 
positive one. 

—Caroline Kettlewell
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h e  f i n a l  l e c t u r e  o f 
Commercial Law I has 
nothing to do with the 
law. 

Instead, Sherri Moore (Col 
’85) delivers an emotional and 
personal message that reflects 
what she has tried to demonstrate 
throughout the semester: She 
wants her students to learn some-
thing about life as well as law.  

“I care about them,” she says. 
“It’s not just about the grade.”

Moore knew from an early age 
that she wanted to be a lawyer. If 
that didn’t work out, she wanted 
to teach. After practicing law 
for almost 20 years, she moved 
into her second passion and now 
teaches an introduction to the 
U.S. legal system for nonlawyers.

The coursework covers con-
stitutional, civil and criminal 
law; torts; contracts; and prop-
erty law. The syllabus is dense, 
but students learn to cut through 
legalese to understand how the 
law relates to everyday life. 

“The focus is teaching stu-
dents what they need to know 
as a citizen, as an employee, as 
an employer,” Moore says. “It’s a 
practical class. You do use it every 
day of your life.”  

Her myriad examples illus-
trate just how relevant the law 
can be. Students learn the cir-
cumstances under which they are 
legally obligated to present IDs to 
police while out on the Corner, or 
when their landlords can enter a 
leased property. They learn to 
understand a basic contract.

Students say her lectures 
are funny and engaging, and 
Moore exudes that same warmth 
beyond the classroom. Her door 
is always open for office hours, 
and Moore’s teaching assistants 
address course-related ques-
tions so she can focus on getting 
to know students outside the aca-
demic sphere. She has famously 
taken students out to lunch after 
class to continue a discussion.

Moore cares for “not only our 

learning of the law, but also us 
becoming good people,” Bin Xie 
(Com ’12), a former student and 
TA, wrote in an email. 

Moore brings this home in her 
vulnerable last lecture. 

Titled “Life Is Precious: Create 
a Good Day,” it centers on the idea 
that students have the power to 
decide how they respond to the 
inevitable obstacles in life. 

Moore tells students about the 
sudden death of her first husband 
just eight months after their wed-
ding, the loss of her mother on 
what should have been Moore’s 
first wedding anniversary and the 
depression that followed. 

Eventually, her parents’ les-
sons—that time is a privilege, and 
that life is about giving back—
helped pull her out. She was 
reminded that, though she had 
been brought low, she could still 
play a part in the lives of others.

For students about to enter 
exam season, Moore’s story puts 
grades into perspective. For stu-
dents who have suffered trag-
edy, she provides an example  
of resilience. 

Moore recovered with a new-
found confidence to pursue 
everything else life had to offer—
including teaching. And for that, 
her many students are grateful. 

Commercial 
Law I 

INSTRUCTOR:  
Sherri Moore (Col ’85)

STRUCTURE: Two sec-
tions of 300+ students, 
second-year and above, 
meet for 75 minutes 
twice a week. The class 
is required for McIntire 
students and is an elec-
tive for other schools. 

ON THE SYLLABUS: 
Exam and quiz mate-
rial comes solely from 
lectures. Grades are 
calculated from quizzes 
(20 percent), two tests 
(40 percent) and the 
final exam (40 percent). 
Moore’s strict policy of 
no phones or computers 
dictates that students 
lose 10 points on their 
final grade after the first 
offense.

TAKEAWAYS:
> Law is more than 

jargon. Its lessons 
apply to real life.

> Life is more important 
than what you can 
memorize for an exam.

A Higher Law 
McINTIRE PROFESSOR’S LESSONS EXTEND 
BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 
B Y  S A R A H  P O O L E
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welcome to mount ida reserve. this pastoral community offers luxurious custom homes on spacious parcels 
at the farms of turkey run, two award-winning wedding and event venues at mount ida farm and vineyard, and the            

new tasting room & taphouse at mount ida reserve, a unique winery brewery combination 
serving tastings and a robust lunch and dinner pairing menu, seven days a week.

21+ acre parcels beginning at $195,000, with homes beginning at $825,000.
now offering 6 acre parcels  from $120,000, with homes starting at just $495,000.

here’s to what 
makes home 

feel like home. 

contact us

by phone at 434-566-5562, 
by email at info@mountidareserve.com

or visit us 
online at mountidareserve.com

or in person at 5600 moonlight drive, 
charlottesville, virginia
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BEHIND THE SCENES  
AT UVA REUNIONS
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ith her decade of event-planning experi-
ence, Cate Liverman (Col ’08) has learned 
that anything goes during a UVA Reunions 
Weekend—even being pressed into sudden 

service as a bartender. So there she was on a Saturday after-
noon in June: big smile, sunglasses perched atop her head, 
inquiring about wine and beer preferences. 

Despite a gloomy forecast the sun had appeared, and 
hundreds of alumni were amassing on the Lawn. What bet-
ter way to spend the gorgeous afternoon? 

But there was a bigger backstory.
Weather is Liverman’s nemesis. As director of alumni 

events for the Alumni Association, she helps orchestrate 
the back-to-back summer reunion weekends—class din-
ners and band parties along with smaller gatherings, work-
shops and seminars. Whenever possible, she knows, the 
revelers want to be outside, especially for dinners on the 
Lawn, surrounded by summer breezes and twinkle lights 
under a starry sky. 

Yet unpredictable thunderstorms plague Charlottesville 
every June. Last summer was Liverman’s own 10-year 
reunion, and the forecast did not look good. “I had friends 
on Friday night saying, ‘I know the weather stinks tomor-
row, but don’t do it, Cate. Don’t move us inside,’” she says. 

“You can imagine my disappointment when the 
climatologist was saying, ‘Once those skies open up, it’s 
going to dump down. It’s going to dump, dump, dump, 
dump, dump. You really would be better off moving inside.’”

So Liverman gave the OK Saturday morning to prepare 
the alternate sites—giving caterers time to set up tables, 
chairs and decorations for six dinners and thousands of 
guests that evening. 

Then the storm threat passed, and the sun began shining 
that afternoon. It was too late to change the dinner plans, 
but Liverman knew there was plenty of wine and beer on 

hand from other canceled afternoon events. 
So she and her team quickly organized and, using a 

mobile app, got the word out about a pop-up gathering on 
the Lawn in 30 minutes. And hundreds of alumni poured in. 

UVA Reunions Weekends succeed on the basic premise 
of time with friends in a space of shared memories. But what 
might seem like a simple recipe for success relies on thou-
sands of small details falling into alignment—and then the 
ability to call an audible when any number of them don’t. 

Here is a glimpse behind the scenes of what goes into 
staging an event for 5,000 people, split between two adja-
cent weekends. Think of a wedding and reception for, 
say, 200 guests: Planners must consider everything from 
flowers, tables, chairs and linens, to hotel accommodations 
for out-of-town guests. Now multiply that by 25. Toss in 
severe weather, or even just the threat of it, and use your 
imagination. (See “Oh, the Logistics!” on Page 55.)

18 MONTHS IN THE PLANNING
These days, wedding planners aren’t shy about advocating 
more than a year to plan for the Big Day. So it’s no surprise 
that the Alumni Association’s reunions team takes a full 18 
months—with the debrief for one year’s gathering overlap-
ping with the planning of the next.

But they don’t do it alone. First, the team begins lining 
up committee chairs from the five-year-mark classes who 
will soon be celebrating, who then invite other classmates to 
serve with them. The more diverse each committee (repre-
senting different clubs, schools, cultural groups, Greek life 
and sports), the stronger the connections for fellow alumni 
to attend the reunion. 

“’Cause people want to come to the reunion if their 
friends are there,” says Laurie Lindsay (Col ’78), co-chair 
of her 40th-reunion committee. 

With a budget in mind, those committees then voice 

W
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their desires regarding everything from 
dinner menus to special events, resulting 
in myriad choices when the weekend rolls 
around: wine-tasting and calligraphy 
workshops; seminars on the Virginia 
sports experience and on Twitter pol-
itics; 5K group runs and morning yoga on  
the Lawn.

Until 2016, each year’s reunions 
occurred on the same weekend. Several 
factors drove the move to two consecutive 
weekends: Growing class sizes meant that 
Charlottesville could no longer accommodate all 12 classes—
and the attendant lodging and parking—on the same weekend. 
And with increased programming, more space was needed all 
over the Grounds, especially for backup rain locations. 

Essential to two weekends of successful reunions is a paid 
seasonal team of 25-30 students and recent alumni. Some serve 
during the final three weeks of the countdown; others are on 
call for just the weekends themselves. All of them hustle to 
make the magic (on very little sleep). 

For reunions assistant Jen Flores (Col ’21), that meant 
arriving at Beta Bridge at 6 a.m. to start painting, and then not 
leaving until flower arrangements were put away after late-
night dancing. “So we get a lot of comments [from alumni] of, 
‘Oh, you’re everywhere today,’” she says.

WHEN THINGS GO AWRY 
Despite the attentiveness and hustle of the full reunions team, 
surprises still happen. Every year. An out-of-town alumnus’ car 

is towed, so an assistant is dispatched to retrieve it. A flower 
delivery is mistakenly placed in an industrial freezer, and new 
bouquets must be assembled from any not-frozen blooms. A 
caterer doesn’t show up with the alcohol for a dinner, necessi-
tating a mad scramble to keep the beverages flowing.

Still, the biggest challenges are always, always related  
to weather. 

On the second alumni weekend in 2018, a Friday that had 
been 85 degrees and sunny at 1:30 p.m. began to take a turn. It 
was the dreaded surprise thunderstorm—this one threatening 
the 5 p.m. president’s welcome reception, outside the chapel. 

Scott Stroney, sales director for Virginia Catering Company, 
directed his team to pull the tablecloths and centerpieces under 
cover just in time. Dressed in a red rain jacket and tall rain 
boots, with a stack of towels under her arm (thinking ahead, 
she is), reunions team member Mary Elizabeth Luzar (Col 
’02, Educ ’09) conferred with Stroney and with her weather 
app. When she gave the signal, linens and flowers came back 

Sometimes the weather cooperates 
(above). Other times, you might 

improvise, such as when Cate Liverman 
(at right, foreground) called a pop-up 

cocktail party and did the pouring.
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out, people scurried to dry off the tables 
and chairs, and the show went on.

“I don’t think the alumni even knew 
we had just torn down a whole party and 
then reset it within five to 10 minutes,” 
Stroney says.

It’s just part of the job. Event planners 
can be “twitchy”—constantly on the alert 
for potential chaos, says Jason Life (Col 
’94, Educ ’96), vice president of alumni 
engagement at the Alumni Association 
and Liverman’s boss.

Although no one can fully prepare for 
the unexpected, every good event planner 
tries. (According to CNBC, the role is the 
fifth-most stressful in the U.S.—behind 
that of enlisted military personnel, fire-
fighters, pilots and police officers.) 

Liverman’s team captured details for 
the 2018 reunions in a 267-page Google 
doc, outlining every single detail for 
every single event over both weekends. 
Every object, from a floral centerpiece 
to a garbage can, had a place to be at 
every moment of the day—and a named 
point person to get it there. Nothing was 
overlooked. 

“I thought of myself as someone who’s 
very detail oriented,” says Joshua Leidy 
(Educ ’17), one of the reunions assistants, 
“but this is just a whole other level.”

During one reunion back in the mid-
’90s—no one remembers exactly when—a 
microburst downed a power line on 
Emmet Street, knocking out power to 
most of the University for the entire 
weekend. Reunions were smaller occa-
sions then, not requiring meeting spaces 
all over the Grounds. So the reunions team 
brought a generator into Alumni Hall and 
carried on. 

Another year, caterer Stroney remem-
bers, temperatures were in the 90s, with 
heat indexes close to 115. Medics were 
alerted to be on hand, and indeed people 
were fainting. Now, extreme heat will 
move events indoors as quickly as a  
storm forecast.

In 2010, the Friday night class din-
ners had been moved indoors when rain 
threatened. When it didn’t rain after all, 

OH, THE  
LOGISTICS! 
Numbers don’t tell the full story, but they sure provide 
an interesting take on things. Here are a few revealing 
numbers for the 2018 Reunions Weekends.

267 
PAGES OF  
THE PLANNER’S  
GOOGLE DOC

15 
ALUMNI  
HYPNOTIZED  
BY TOM  
DELUCA

ILLUSTRATIONS BY KRISTY HEILENDAY
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190 
KEGS OF  

BEER

127 
YOGIS WHO ENJOYED A  
MORNING PRACTICE ON  
THE LAWN

836 
ESTIMATED  
MILES DRIVEN 
BY SHUTTLES

2,588 
GALLONS OF  

BOTTLED  
WATER

1,512 
BOTTLES OF WINE

3,579 
ALUMNI ATTENDEES 

(+1,497 GUESTS)

5,260 
CHAIRS RENTED 

(NOT TO MENTION 
TABLES AND 

LINENS)

20,850 
FEET OF TWINKLE LIGHTS

458 
BALLOON  
ANIMALS

2,884 
CARPE DONUTS 
CONSUMED

1,102 
BODO’S BAGELS 
CONSUMED AT 
PRESIDENT  
SULLIVAN’S  
ADDRESS 144 

ALUMNI STAYING IN LAWN 
AND RANGE ROOMS
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Liverman’s team was determined to serve meals outside on 
Saturday night if at all possible, despite a questionable forecast. 
“We kept the Saturday dinners outside,” Liverman says, “and 
the skies opened up and it poured.”

People huddled under trees, the Rotunda colonnades or 
any available overhang. “Drenched to the bone,” Liverman 
says, “the catering staff and I ran around and handed out wine 
glasses, filled up glasses, kept it going, brought plates of half-
drenched chicken to people in all different areas. At the end 

of the night, we were finding 
plates and utensils sitting on 
bushes and all over the place. 

“That was the class of ’75,” 
Liverman says. “They specif-
ically laughed it off because 
they were one of the classes 
that  had to graduate in 
U-Hall because of the rain. 
And so they thought, ‘You 
know, this is just typical.’ ”

The reunions team never 
wants to move an event 
indoors, but sometimes it 
just has to happen. “The 

alumni activities, they’re supposed to be fun, not just gruel-
ing tests of your ability to stand there and put up with crummy 
weather,” says Jerry Stenger (Col ’77, Grad ’17), the UVA 
climatologist whose advice often drives the decision. “So if it’s 
pouring down rain in your spaghetti, that’s not good.”

Stenger has been serving with the Climatology Office for        

35 years, and he also gets called 
to offer weather predictions for 
the granddaddy outdoor event 
of them all: Final Exercises, 
which have not been moved 
indoors since 1976. For that 
event, Stenger is on the phone 
“every one to three hours 
straight for a 72-hour period.” 

The reunions team “takes 
it a little easier on me,” he 
says. “I do take it very ser-
iously and sometimes wind 
up second-guessing myself  
to death.

“Many times, I’ll spend 
hours watching every sweep of 

the radar to see what, if anything, might develop, so that I can 
give a call at the last minute to the people running the event: 
‘Have they gotten to dessert yet?’”

 
CREATING A HAPPY PLACE
The last reunions weekend finally came to a close with a fare-
well brunch featuring Larry Sabato (Col ’74), professor and 
director of the Center for Politics. Reunions Weekends 2018 
couldn’t yet be deemed “over”—too much still to debrief—but 
perhaps the twitchy event planners could relax before helping 
the next set of alumni committees dig into planning for 2019.

Did it matter if everything hadn’t gone quite according to 
plan? Conversations with alumni (as well as official surveys) 
seemed to indicate that both weekends were a success, despite 
the weather. 

Maybe only Liverman compares event planning to the-
ater, but the parallels are obvious, she says. “You rehearse and 
you practice and you think through every detail leading up to 
the weekend, and then the weekend comes and nothing goes 
according to plan. … Ultimately, you do whatever you can to 
make sure that the audience doesn’t notice that anything bad 
has happened. 

“But truly, the audience doesn’t care. They’re leaving that 
theater with a big smile on their face, because the reason they 
came is to be entertained and have fun.”

Too true. As one alumnus told reunions assistant Rachel 
Clark (Col ’19), creating a reunion is like pulling off Disneyland 
every year. “If we could be the happiest place on earth for a UVA 
alum for a weekend,” Clark says, “I would say we did our job.” 

Diane J. McDougall is senior editor of Virginia Magazine.

Maybe only 
Liverman 
compares 
event planning 
to theater, but 
the parallels 
are obvious, 
she says. 

Mary Elizabeth Luzar 
and the team pack up 
three vans for flower 
delivery to multiple  
events across the 
Grounds.
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Justin H. Wiley
434.981.5528
Justin@wileyproperty.com

Peter A. Wiley
434.422.2090

peter@wileyproperty.com

LINDEN RIDGE – A private 70 ac estate among other estates in the Keswick Hunt area of 
Albemarle Cty. The 1920’s home is situated on a knoll in the center of manicured acreage, with 
dramatic views of the SW Mtns. Though very convenient to C’ville, this 4 BR home is insulated 
from road noise. The exterior includes a detached garage, formal gardens with irrigation, rear 
patio, numerous specimen trees, guest cottage, art studio barn, stable, fencing, stream, gated 
entry. Price upon request.

Justin H. Wiley – 434.981.5528

HUNTINGFIELD FARM – Beautiful 305 acres located on Ortman Road in the Greenwood 
area of Albemarle County. Offered for the first time in over 60 years, this is a perfect estate 
parcel with numerous streams, open meadows, and wonderful mountain views. Though only 
20 minutes to town, the farm is completely free of traffic noise. Situated amongst a block of 
large estates that are protected by conservation easements, it is protected with a maximum of 
4 division rights. Price upon request.

Justin H. Wiley – 434.981.5528

FREE UNION FARM – Once in a generation opportunity. This strikingly beautiful Western 
Albemarle County offering is comprised of 825 rolling acres of productive pasture and 
hard-woods, multiple bold streams, and a pond. Dramatic Blue Ridge views and 25 
minutes from Charlottesville in the Free Union Area. Currently, a working cattle farm. 
Excellent candidate for conservation easement. Price upon request.

Peter A. Wiley – 434.422.2090

CHOPIN DRIVE – Custom home with incredible views across a 30-acre lake to the Ragged 
Mountains beyond, in a completely private setting. 15 minutes from town. This elegant home 
offers an open floor plan with an artfully designed kitchen, first floor, double master and a 
large sunroom looking out to the lake. Stairs or elevator to the second bedrooms and art 
studio. An attached 3-car garage with 1 BR apt, stable and paddock, extensive gardens, 
round out this incredible offering. 40 MBPS internet. Price upon request.

Peter A. Wiley – 434.422.2090

WILDAIR FARM – A 52 acre horse farm nestled in the heart of one of Western Albemarle’s 
most beautiful pastoral enclaves.  The rolling mix of productive fenced pasture, towering, ma-
ture hardwoods, a bold stream and two large ponds offers a diversity rarely found on a farm 
of this size. Horse facilities include stable, equipment buildings, manager’s apartment, run-ins 
and a 100 x 200 ring. 11 miles from Charlottesville.  A rare offering. Price upon request.

Peter A. Wiley – 434.422.2090

W W W.W I L E Y P R O P E R T Y. C O M

503 Faulconer Drive, Suite 6 • Charlottesville, VA  22903132A East Main Street • Orange, VA  22960

AIRSLIE – A landmark country estate located in the beautiful Keswick hunt area of Albe-
marle Co. House was completely renovated in the early 1990’s using only the finest materials 
& craftsmen. The surrounding 115 +/- acres further compliment the house and allows the 
property complete privacy. Price upon request.

Justin H. Wiley – 434.981.5528

REDUCED
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Jessica Robertson says  
she experienced “a little 
bit of a shock” when she 
realized how different 
she was from most other 
students at UVA.
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S T U D E N TS 
W H O S E 
PA R E N TS 
DIDN’T GO  
TO COLLEGE  
B ECO M E A 

HIGHER  PRIORITY  

GENS  
FIRST- 

FIRST

B Y  D I A N E  J .  M C D O U G A L L
P H O T O S  B Y  C H R I S  T Y R E E 
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hen Jessica Robertson 
(Col ’16, Educ ’20)  was 
growing up in Amherst 
County, Virginia, her par-
ents encouraged her to pur-

sue college. They wanted a more stable 
future for her than they had experienced 
themselves without college degrees: 
earning a living through farming, hair-
styling and small contracting jobs. 

And so began the college application 
process. Robertson’s house supported 
only spotty cellphone service (maybe 
two bars, she says) in one room. Plus 
dial-up internet (“which was awful”). 

So she would drive off the mountain and 
down into town to make phone calls and 
fill out applications at the local library.

The process was as much of a mys-
tery to Robertson’s parents as it was to 
her, especially when it came to finan-
cial aid. “Once they got their tax forms,” 
Robertson says, “they just gave them to 
me, and it was like, ‘Here you go. Try to 
figure it out.’” 

She would have been completely on 
her own had not her best friend’s par-
ents stepped in as surrogates to help 
her work the puzzle of financing a col-
lege education.

Robertson is one of the 8 percent of 
current UVA students known, in higher- 
ed parlance, as “first-generation”—those 
without the benefit of at least one par-
ent who completed a four-year col-
lege degree. The proportion is slightly 
higher for the current first-year class: 
11 percent. And it’s greater still at UVA’s 
College at Wise in southwest Virginia, 
where first-gens make up 37 percent of 
the first-year student population.

Colleges across the country over 
the past several years have increased 
the priority of first-generation enroll-
ment. Supporting that population has 

W
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also become more reso-
nant at Virginia this year 
with the arrival of President 
James E. Ryan (Law ’92), 
a first-generation graduate 
himself who is expected to 
give the issue prominence 
in his forthcoming strate-
gic plan. Within his first few 
months in office, Ryan con-
vened a working group to 
analyze ways to attract first-
gens to UVA and help them 
succeed once they get here.

“A t t e n d i n g  c o l l e g e 
changed my life and opened 
doors for me that I never 
even knew existed,” Ryan 
wrote in response to emailed 
questions for this story.

Expanding the ranks of 
college-educated families 
aligns squarely with the mis-
sion of public higher educa-
tion. In addition, first-gen 
students bring “grit, ambi-
tion, a track record of beat-
ing the odds,  and fresh 
viewpoints that enhance 
the broader academic com-
munity,” according to a 2018 
report from the Center for 
First-generation Student 
Success, produced by an 
association of student affairs 
administrators.

“It’s part of the responsibility we 
have to serve the Commonwealth and 
beyond, but it’s also the right thing to 
do,” Ryan says. “It’s also a smart thing 
to do because it means we are looking as 
broadly as we can for talented students.”

A different experience
By virtue of being in their families’  
college-going first wave, first-gens lack 
the advantage of “college knowledge” 
that other students can receive from 
their parents to help ease the journey: 
crucial social capital such as the impor-
tance of networking and how to navigate 

the university world. They’re also more 
likely to be low-income or members of 
under-represented minorities. Fifty-
eight percent of UVA first-gens are 
low-income, minority or both.

In Robertson’s case, in addition to 
being first-gen, she also carried the iden-
tities of low-income and transfer stu-
dent. After two years at a community 
college, she arrived on Grounds experi-
encing, she says, “a little bit of a shock” 
to realize how different she was from 
most other students. She’d missed the 
bonding first-year experience, with all 
its traditions; she found herself unable 
to join in many social activities because 
of the costs; and she faced a growing dis-
connect at home as her university world 
expanded with new ideas to which her 
parents couldn’t relate.

Still, Robertson went on to graduate, 
begin a master’s program and accept 
a job as development officer for the 
College of Arts and Sciences.

Viviana Rosas (Col ’21) admits to 
having felt that same sense of initial “oth-
erness.” Born in Peru, she moved with 
her family to the United States when she 
was 3. At UVA, she at first felt intimidated 
by friends whose parents had multiple 
degrees. “Their parents come with con-
nections,” Rosas says. “I felt like I wasn’t 
[on] the same playing field.” 

She would ask herself, “What am 
I even doing here?” And when she 
talked with her parents about her con-
fusing emotions, “they wouldn’t really 
understand.”

University Guide Austin Widner 
(Col ’19) felt survivor guilt for being 
one of the lucky ones who made it out 
of his Appalachian community to pur-
sue a four-year degree. Yet here at UVA, 
he’s considered disadvantaged because 
of that heritage, he says, which initially 
left him feeling “too good for home, and 
not good enough for here.” 

Measuring success
The conventional starting point for mea-
suring first-gen success is graduation 

rates. As might be expected, the more 
selective the school—accepting only 
those at the top of their graduating 
classes—the higher its graduation rate. 
And UVA is as selective with first-gens 
as with any other category. “They are 
not getting admitted solely because 
they are a first-generation student,” 
says Gregory Roberts (Darden ’17), 
dean of undergraduate admission. “We 
admit students based on merit, period.” 

It’s little surprise, then, that UVA’s 
first-gen graduation rate is 84 percent, 
more than double the national average 
for all college students. On the other 
hand, that’s several points lower than 
the 90-percent rate for UVA’s students 
who are continuing-gen—the shorthand 
for those from college-educated families. 

A successful college experience, how-
ever, encompasses more than simply 
making it across the finish line, especially 
when it comes to positioning a student 
to thrive afterward. First-generation 
students report significantly lower 
participation in what are called high- 
impact educational experiences, such 
as capstone projects, major research, 
internships, honors programs and study 
abroad, according to the 2016 Student 

A SUCCESSFUL 
COLLEGE 
EXPERIENCE 
ENCOMPASSES 
MORE THAN 
MAKING IT 
ACROSS THE 
GRADUATION 
FINISH LINE.

Viviana Rosas would say to other 
first-gen students: “You’re just as 
talented as the person next to you, 
so … get over the fear and go for it.”
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Experience in the Research University 
survey. Only 49 percent of UVA first-gen 
students participate in at least one of 
those programs, compared with 62 per-
cent of their continuing-gen peers.

Some miss out on these experiences 
due to finances, others simply because 
their world—and that of their parents—
has never included such expectations. 
Whatever the reason, the lack of these 
extra-educational experiences puts first-
gen students at a deficit to their peers in 
the job market. So the sense of coming 
from behind never ceases. 

That same SERU study also revealed 
gaps between first-gen and continuing- 
gen students when asked if they agree 
with such statements as “I feel that I 
belong at the University of Virginia” 
and “I feel valued as an individual at  
this campus.” 

First-gen affirmations of those prop-
ositions are lowest during fourth year, 
according to Josipa Roksa, professor 
of sociology and senior adviser for aca-
demic programs in the Office of the 
Executive Vice President and Provost. 

Though first-gen students may have 
noticed all along that other students had 
more family support for career connec-
tions and general advice, Roksa says, 
it seems that the approach of gradua-
tion “just heightens the awareness … of  
those gaps.”

The 2015 Gallup-Purdue Index offers 
another important measure: the per-
ception of thriving after college. UVA 
grads rate themselves higher than the 
national average in all five assessments 
of well-being (physical, social, financial, 
community and purpose), yet UVA first-
gens still fall behind their continuing- 
gen counterparts. 

In regard to financial well-being, for 
example, the national average of grad-
uates who report success is 32 percent. 
UVA first-gen grads beat that with a 
36-percent average, but it’s significantly 
below the 48-percent average for UVA 
continuing-gen graduates.

“There are gaps in experience across 

the board,” Roksa says. “The moral 
imperative for us as a public institution 
is to eliminate those gaps. It is the right 
thing to do. As a public institution, we 
ought to serve as a vehicle of mobility 
and opportunity.”

Growing effort
For years, help for UVA’s first-gen stu-
dents usually came by way of initiatives 
aimed at other identities they might also 
claim: low-income, transfer student, 
under-represented minority. One sig-
nificant initiative was the 2004 launch 
of UVA’s comprehensive financial aid 
program, AccessUVA. Admissions dean 
Roberts calls it a “turning point” for the 
University’s commitment to diversity of 
all types. 

A second milestone was the Virginia 
College Advising Corps, founded in 
2005. The program places college advis-
ers in high-need high schools across the 
Commonwealth for two-year stints, to 
help foster a greater college-going cul-
ture. When a student succeeds in college, 
says Margaret Feldman (Col ’12), a 
former VCAC adviser, “it’s changing the 
trajectory of their whole family’s lives.” 
The ripples of greater financial stabil-
ity touch parents, siblings and future 
children. 

O ve r  t h e  y e a r s,  st u d e n t s  h ave 
launched efforts of their own. Widner, 
the University Guide, founded Friends 
of Appalachia to encourage simi-
larly situated students from his home 
region to pursue their college dreams. 
Joshua Farris (Educ ’19) and Ellie 
Brasacchio (Col ’20) are coordinat-
ing this year’s Alliance for the Low-
Income and First-Generation Narrative 

(AL1GN) conference in March 
at UVA. Last year ’s event, 
held at George Washington 
University, included sessions 
on such topics as “Breaking the 
Professor and Student Barrier” 
and “Imposter Syndrome.” 

Many UVA faculty and staff 
have stepped up as well, espe-
cially those who were first- 
generation themselves. And 
more and more UVA units and 
affiliates have been developing 
first-generation programming. 
The Alumni Association, for 
example, is looking into ways 
to connect prospective and 
current first-gen students with 
alumni, especially first-gen 
alumni.

The McIntire School of 
C o m m e r c e ,  w h i c h  a d m i t s 
students in their third year, 
launched its Commerce Cohort 
in fall 2018 to mentor and 
develop first-years interested 
in the undergraduate business 
program who might benefit 
from extra support. More than half the 
group are first-generation students. 

In 2016, the Office of the Dean of 
Students hired Shaka Sydnor (Educ 
’25) as an assistant dean to give special 
attention to first-gen student support. 
“By no means do I want to take over the 
good work that the College is doing or 
that the [Engineering] School is doing,” 
Sydnor says, “or take over the things that 
the career center is doing. It’s rather 
just being a conduit to get students con-
nected with those folks.”

Sydnor also launched Hoos First to 

SUPPORT FROM  
FIRST-GEN FACULTY FOR 
FIRST-GEN STUDENTS IS  

“THROUGH THE ROOF.” 
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help first-gen students connect and build 
a community, supported by practical work-
shops and social gatherings sponsored 
by the Office of the Dean of Students. He 
hopes for Hoos First to become completely 
student-led.

During her presidency, Teresa A. 
Sullivan had made a concerted push 
to raise awareness of first-gen dynam-
ics. As a result, the provost’s office cre-
ated a website that prompted more than 
225 first-generation faculty members to 
come forward. Sydnor hopes to take that 
one step further and encourage faculty- 

student mentoring. He says that support 
from first-gen faculty is “through the roof.” 

Ken White (Nurs ’13), associate 
dean of the School of Nursing, has a per-
sonal stake in mentoring: He was a first-
gen graduate himself, so he was more 
than willing to serve in that role when 
approached by first-gen Ph.D. nursing stu-
dent Franklin Hickey (Grad ’18).  

Hickey remembers White pushing and 
challenging him, but also pointing out the 
best he saw in him. Hickey says he changed 
his entire research focus after White heard 
him speaking about a different topic, 

pulled him to the side and pointed out, 
“You light up when you [talk about] that.”

Even though Hickey has since gradu-
ated from UVA, White considers the rela-
tionship one for life, just as he does all his 
mentoring relationships. “I expect him 
now to do the same thing for someone 
else,” White says. 

Setting the stage
One theme that emerged from the fall’s 
first-gen working group was a need to 
scale up all these successful high-touch, 
high-impact opportunities and weave 
them into a full-orbed approach. Says 
Katie Densberger, director of Total 
Advising at UVA’s Georges Student Center, 
“We have a bunch of different hands on dif-
ferent parts of the first-gen elephant.”

A more comprehensive approach 
may emerge by the end of the semester. 
That’s when Ryan will present the Board 
of Visitors with a draft strategic plan, 
expected to include recommendations 
and a timeline for advancing UVA’s com-
mitment to first-generation students. 

“There’s lots of goodwill, there’s lots of 
enthusiasm, there’s a lot of energy around 
these questions,” says Roksa, the sociology 
professor who works with the provost’s 
office. “I think we can be a leader in devel-
oping a coordinated, integrated, four-year 
approach.”

Adds Christian West (Col ’09, Educ 
’17, ’20), a first-gen doctoral student 
in higher ed and former assistant dean  
of admissions at the McIntire School: 
“When we build something that we know 
is accessible and can support the most 
marginalized or most vulnerable students, 
everyone benefits.” 
Diane J. McDougall is senior editor of 
Virginia Magazine.

Austin Widner describes 
being caught between two 
worlds, initially feeling “too 
good for home, and not good 
enough for here.”
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efore the University’s 
n e w  l i b r a r y  c o u l d 
open in 1938, someone 
had to come up with a 
plan to fetch the books 
from the old library, 

the big round one up the hill.
That someone was legendary cir-

culation librarian Royster “Roy” 
Land (Educ 1930, Grad 1931). Her 
plan was a human chain.

Accounts are imprecise, but the 
spectacle would have stretched at 
least 200 yards, from the Rotunda 
to Alderman Library. That’s door-
to-door, not counting the tight stair-
cases inside the book repositories at  
either end.

It’s also as the crow flies. The 
Grounds’ rugged topography would 
have made it impossible to populate 
a straight line from Point A to Point 
B. While Thomas Jefferson crowned 
his Rotunda atop a ridge, Alderman’s 
planners relegated their library to a 
ravine. Harry Clemons, University 
librarian at the time, notes the chal-
lenge in his 125-year history of the 
UVA library: “The abundance of ter-
races necessitated much carrying.”

Make that much carrying through 
much mud—of the red Virginia 
clay variety, the kind that will swal-
low a shoe and dye a pant leg. A 
Charlottesville monsoon started on 
cue with construction and, Clemons 
wrote, persisted throughout “the next 
twelvemonth.”

To facilitate the hand-to-hand 
transfer, Land commissioned cus-
tom boxes outfitted with special han-
dles. She had the boxes sequentially 
labeled to keep the University’s collec-
tion in call-number order throughout 
the move. Not every book made it to its 
proper place; some took several days to 
locate. “But Miss Roy Land,” Clemons 
noted, “treated difficulty as adven-
ture—and that spirit transfused into 
both readers and library assistants.” 

Alderman Library is about to 
undertake the modern-day equiva-
lent of that move, only in reverse. This 
summer, the University will begin 
systematically emptying Alderman 
Library of every jot and book title 
to prepare for an estimated $160 

m i l l i o n  r e n o v a -
tion. The two-plus-
year (emphasis on 
the plus) construc-
tion, hoped to begin 
sometime next year, 
will entail tearing off the back half of 
the building, those low-ceilinged war-
rens known as Old and New Stacks.

In their place will arise a new 
neoclassical addition of full-height 
floors and grand atria. For the first 
time, Alderman will present a public 
face, and entrance, on the north side, 
above University Avenue—brightly lit 
and within view of the Emmet Street 
and Ivy Road intersection, site of the 
recently razed Cavalier Inn and an 
increasingly strategic Grounds Zero 
as the University develops its real 
estate holdings to the west and north.

On Grounds, Alderman Library 
is second only in prominence to the 
Rotunda, and historically bound to 
it as its successor library. It’s second 
to none in relevance to the student 
experience over the past 80 years, 

ALDERMAN 
PLANS A 

$160M NEXT 
EDITION, 

WITH A NEW 
BACK COVER

BY S. RICHARD GARD JR.

B With a new north facade 
replacing New Stacks (as 
rendered here), Alderman 
will no longer turn its 
back on Charlottesville.
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certainly to those in the humanities 
or social sciences, the mission of UVA 
Libraries’ main branch. Its overhaul 
is a project with grand ambitions and 
mind-boggling logistics, and it relies 
on current thinking about the optimal 
use of limited library space. That has 
whipped up some controversy, includ-
ing whether shelving for literature must 
give way to a station for lattes.

Indisputably, any rehabilitation is 
long overdue. The building still uses 
some vestiges of its original wiring. 
The plumbing requires monthly repair, 
according to Dean of Libraries John M. 
Unsworth (Grad ’88). He says, “You 
don’t know how much of it you may have 
to replace, at what expense, before you 
get to the next bit of good plumbing.”

The biggest issue is fire safety. In an 
article for this magazine’s predecessor, 
Clemons and architect R.E. Lee Taylor 

(Col 1901) boasted of creating 
“a fireproof building, erected 
of steel and concrete.” The 
fireproofing, however, came 
from liberal use of asbestos. 
The steel is the shelving used 
in the stacks, and it was given the double 
duty of holding books and holding up the 
building—meaning the chief structural 
support is packed full of combustible 
materials. In a 2018 video to make the 
case for renovation, Unsworth says, “I 
describe Alderman as a building full of 

students and fuel.”
There’s no sprinkler system, and 

the stacks’ 7.5-foot ceilings prevent 
the addition of one, though several fire  
suppression systems are in place, includ-
ing heat sensors, alarms and lots of fire 
extinguishers.

START AT THE BEGINNING

To understand the coming Alderman 
Library, you have to understand the 
original one, starting with the choice 
of site. Selecting the dell that descends 
to Nameless Field allowed construc-
tion of a five-story building near the 
Rotunda that would not overshadow it. 
Clemons and Taylor called it “a book 
tower extending downward.”

Building Alderman into a hillside 
accounts for some of its quirks: a fourth 

floor that’s at street level and 
a first floor that’s less than 
three-quarters its size. And 
the building’s subterranean 
siting prompted the inclu-
sion of two multistory open-
air light wells, on either side 
of the bridge that connects 
the front of the building to  
Old Stacks. 

Taylor designed Alderman 
for closed-stacks circulation, 
not open to the public. That’s 
why there’s a single, nar-
row main entrance—to fun-
nel patrons into Memorial 
Hall, where they would rif-
fle through the card cata-
log and hand their scribbled 
requests to the circulation 
staff at the main desk. They, 
in turn, would page work-
ers assigned to different 

floors to retrieve the books. That’s why 
the stacks are so claustrophobic—half-
height to cram 10 floors in the space of 
five, narrow aisles and tight metal stair-
cases only a submariner could love.

To make it work, the design incor-
porated what passed for high tech in 

1938. To page the floor workers, circu-
lation clerks used a fancy intercom sys-
tem—“thirty-three interior instruments 
and nine outside lines,” according to the 
story in Alumni News. The floor clerks 
would put the requested books on dumb-
waiter elevators and send them to the 
fourth floor, where receiving staff would 
put them on a book conveyer that ferried 
them along the fourth-floor bridge to the 
main desk.

The labor-intensive system came 
under severe strain just a few years later, 
when World War II depleted the supply 
of labor. By 1951, the library had opened 
the stacks to all comers—creating the 
inimitable UVA experience of stu-
dents and faculty spelunking their way 
through dark and narrow caves of the  
world’s knowledge.

In his writings, Clemons liked to 
say, “In a double sense the Alderman 
Library was erected in a depression,” 
by which he meant the ravine but also 
the economy. UVA built its main library  
for $950,000, with a federal Public 
Works Administration grant cover-
ing 45 percent of the cost and a bond 
offering covering the rest. That’s why 
Alderman has fairly simple lines and not 
much in the way of ornamentation. The 
main exception is Memorial Hall, with 
its 28-foot coffered ceiling, but even 
that is fairly populist in splendor. The 
other exception is the McGregor Room, 
but only because of private money (See 
related story, Page 47).

PAST AS PROLOGUE

Each of those elements—the hillside 
footprint, the superseded closed-stacks 
model and the sensible 1930s aes-
thetic—comes into play with plans for 
the renovation.

It starts with the introduction of 
a welcoming north facade. Alderman 
Library has always turned its back to 
Charlottesville, first in the polite neo-
classical way of the original building 
and then more brusquely with the 1967 

The stacks were 
never meant for 
the public, hence 
the tight metal 
staircases.
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design for the New Stacks 
annex—“a bunker, essentially,” 
says University Architect 
Alice J. Raucher. “It was just a 
storehouse.”

The challeng e for  the 
renovation’s design team, 
from Chicago-based HBRA 
Architects, is to create a new entrance 
against the imposing five-story back-
drop of Alderman’s north wall with-
out detracting from the one-and-a-half 
story main entrance on the south side. 
Raucher explains, “You don’t want the 
new elevation to be seen as the absolute 
front door, and yet it’s a public face.”

The solution is a north face very 
much in keeping with the original back 
of the building, but with landscaped  
terraces and plazas that calm the lead-up 
to a pair of stolid second-floor entrances. 
The design is mindful not to outshine the 
World Heritage Site to the east, Raucher 
says. The opportunities for bolder, more 
abstract architectural statements would 
more appropriately come farther away 
from Central Grounds, she says: “The 
closer you get to the Rotunda, the hot-
ter it gets.”

The new plan calls for putting glass 

roofs over the uninhabited 
five-story light wells and 
turning the space into sec-
ond-floor atria for events and 
studying. The design strives 
for better navigability and 
less obstructed sight lines, 
whether library patrons 

enter from the north and work their 
way up to McCormick Road level or use 
a newly expanded main entrance on the  
opposite side.

More important than how people 
find their way is how they will find their 
books. Five full-height floors will replace 
the 10 demi-stories of stacks. To mit-
igate the loss of shelf space, the library 
will use movable compact shelves, where 
users operate controls to open up one 
aisle at a time. The same will be done on 
the first floor of neighboring Clemons 
Library, integrating the holdings there 
with Alderman’s and connecting the two 
buildings on the second floor. The col-
lection will flow sequentially from the 
first floor of Clemons to the fifth floor 
of Alderman in continuous Library of 
Congress order.

For the past year, UVA has been 
working to expand the capacity of its 

nearby off-site library facility, Ivy Stacks, 
to 4 million volumes, more than double 
the original limit, all tightly packed on 
movable shelves as high as 32.5 feet and 
220 feet long. Those shelves are emphat-
ically closed, with workers on hydrau-
lic cherry pickers pulling orders for 
24-hour fulfillment back on Grounds.  

UNRETURNED BOOKS

The Ivy Stacks expansion acknowl-
edges a simple fact: Two-plus years and 
$160 million of renovation later, the 
University’s flagship research library 
will have fewer books readily available 
to scholars. That has generated angst 
and around 1,000 signatures to a pro-
test petition, including those of some 
150 College faculty members.

Their objections aren’t sentimen-
tal, nor are they based on an aversion 
to online research. No one, Unsworth 
included, suggests that digital technol-
ogy is up to supporting intensive, pre-
cise, tenure-track humanities research.

Associate professor of English John 
Parker, one of the dissidents and whose 
research spans from antiquity to the 

Dean of Libraries 
John M. Unsworth  
amid Old Stacks’ 
metal support 
shelves, a 1938 
innovation that’s 
now a fire hazard
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Renaissance, says his con-
cerns relate to the relent-
less efficiency required to 
succeed in an academic 
career. “You are on the 
clock,” he says. “The basic 
reality is, you have to pub-
lish a book before you come up for ten-
ure. So you’ve got six years or you’re out.”

He can demonstrate before your eyes 
the dizzying speed with which a scholar 
must be able to spread out multiple vol-
umes to cross-reference original sources, 
translations and commentaries. Then he 
can swivel to his computer to show why, 
despite equal proficiency, you can’t rep-
licate the process online, even in the 
case of something as widely digitized as  
biblical text.

“Higher education in the humanities 
is one of the most cutthroat, competi-
tive industries you can go into,” Parker 
says. “The entire promotional structure 
of higher education is based on rate of 
publication, and rate of publication in 
the humanities is based on ease of access 
to the widest range of materials.”

Library officials and the petition-
ers don’t agree on the extent to which 

the renovation will reduce 
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  b o o k s 
openly available, or even 
on the appropriate metrics. 
Unsworth’s team estimates 
that the combined Alderman 
and Clemons open stacks 

will shrink from 1.8 million books to 
1.35 million, a 25 percent decrease. 
The petitioners have put forth calcula-
tions showing a percentage that roughly  
doubles that.

Unsworth argues that improved 
quality in the open stacks will make up 
for reduced quantity. The library just 
completed a 15-month inventory of all 
holdings, a monumental if not unprec-
edented undertaking. The project, com-
bined with ongoing collaboration with 
faculty, will help cull the shelves of 
materials best offloaded to Ivy. “There’s 
a lot of weird stuff on browsable shelves 
in Alderman that I am not convinced 
is serving anybody’s research needs,”  
he says, like cookbooks and books on 
stamp collecting.

To the extent any needed materi-
als get shipped off to Ivy, they can be 
recalled to Grounds and reconsidered 

for staying in the open stacks.
Parker and the other petitioners 

offer remedies aimed at fitting more 
books into Alderman’s finite space: 
Add shelves to the corridors, to the 
light wells, to Memorial Hall. And relo-
cate any activity not directly related to 
scholarly research. New collaboration 
areas, graduate student lounges, event 
space, the library cafe, even UVA’s Rare 
Book School—they argue that each of 
those can go elsewhere, not inside a  
research library.

Unsworth’s response: “We don’t have 
an elsewhere.” He says Alderman needs 
to serve multiple constituents, not just 
tenure-track professors performing 
research. “Frankly, it strikes me as a lit-
tle selfish to take that view of the library. 
Others also need the library for very 
legitimate purposes.”

Parker, who is tenured, makes the 
point that the utility of the library for 
research benefits the University as a 
whole and in profound ways. It influ-
ences recruiting and retaining top 
scholars, which redounds to the overall  
experience, quality and reputation of a 
UVA education.

Unsworth says it’s in response to the 
petitioners’ concerns that the architects 
upgraded the construction requirements 
to accommodate more compact shelving 
in Clemons and throughout Alderman.  

The debate is ongoing, and will be 
as the architects continue to develop 
working drawings and refine the partic-
ulars. Even so, it didn’t slow the Board 
of Visitors in September, when they 
unanimously greenlighted the project’s  
schematic design.

The next steps include securing state 
funding for the project, which private 
fundraising will supplement—including, 
Unsworth expects, through the upcom-
ing capital campaign.

Another priority is to keep the project 
on track. The dean of the library hopes 
demolition of the stacks can begin in 
July 2020. 
S. Richard Gard Jr. is the editor of 
Virginia Magazine.

Terracing, as depicted 
here on the east side, 
will better integrate 
Alderman with the 
ravine into which it 
was built.
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he rarest book in all of American 
literature walked out of the 
McGregor Room vault in 1973. 
So did more than 50 other 
treasures from the University 
of Virginia library ’s world- 

renowned collection. 
It’s the biggest crime in the history of 

Alderman Library. Yet, little has ever been 
reported on it, and little has come to light in 

the nearly 50-year wait for a solution to the 
mystery. None of the works has ever resurfaced.

With the help of public records requests 
and other reporting, Virginia Magazine is able 
to offer an exclusive look inside the intriguing, 
and sometimes vexing, sequence of events.

The greatest losses, including that rarest-of-
the-rare book, relate to Edgar Allan Poe (Col 
1826), inventor of the modern detective story. 
Fittingly, then, this one begins with him. →

Nevermore
The stolen treasures of Alderman Library

BY S. RICHARD GARD JR.
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The Empty Drawer
The Stella daguerreotype is one of only 
eight known photographic plates of 
Edgar Allan Poe. It captures the raven’s 
black, tousled hair; the long, expressive 
nose; and those unsettling, asymmet-
rical eyes. Poe would die of uncertain 
causes some four months later at age 40, 
but not before giving the photograph to 
the woman from whom it takes its name. 

In early August 1973, manuscripts cat-
aloger Anne Stauffenberg (Grad ’73) 
took a small group of co-workers on a 
tour inside the McGregor Room vault. 
When she pulled open the drawer to 
show off the Stella, acquired more than 
50 years before, it wasn’t there. Neither 
was a wooden block or a slip of paper, 
the placeholders that workers were sup-
posed to use when lend-
ing out items.

A l s o  m i s s i n g :  a ny 
sense of alarm.

When Stauffenberg 
r e p o r t e d  t h e  d i s a p -
pearance to Edmund Berkeley Jr. 
(Grad ’61), curator of the manuscripts 
department, he figured the piece would 
turn up soon enough. “I was not per-
turbed,” he would later write in a memo-
randum to his superiors. “[M]aterials do 
get misfiled here, and frequently items 
are gone for months, if they are misfiled.”

So business continued largely as 
usual at Alderman. “The month of 
September was a particularly hec-
tic one, with meetings to attend, and 
a number of complications,” Berkeley 
would write, “and I did nothing particu-
lar about intensifying the search for the 
daguerreotype.”

In early October, he decided to go 
through the vault trays himself. In 
his search for the Stella, he noticed 
another valuable item missing: an elab-
orate silver medal minted for Thomas 
Jefferson’s first presidential inaugura-
tion. Berkeley summoned his staff to 
prepare an audit of the collection. It 

meant combing through 
the paperwork associ-
ated with UVA’s acqui-
sitions over the decades 
and creating a 3-by-5 

index card for each item so it could be 
cross-checked against its location.

The Lengthening List
While the cross-checking continued 
into November, Staige Blackford (Col 
’52), who would later become the leg-
endary editor of the Virginia Quarterly 
Review, inquired about getting return 
of the George Washington letter he 
had lent the library. He was leaving the 
governor’s staff to become an aide to 
University President Edgar F. Shannon 
Jr. and might need to sell the letter to 
pay for a house. The staff member sent 
looking for it reported back to Berkeley 
that it wasn’t there and, in fact, the box 
of Washington materials looked emptier 
than he had remembered it.

With the news only getting worse, 
Berkeley made an appointment with 
the associate librarian for the next day. 
In preparation, he went home and wrote 
a five-page memorandum, now part 

of the University Police Department’s 
investigative file, detailing the months 
since the Stella was discovered miss-
ing. He reported the disappearance of 
Blackford’s George Washington letter 
in a section labeled “Events in the Offing 
Which May Cause Problems.” Under 
the same heading, he noted that the los-
ing bidder for a recently auctioned Poe 
daguerreotype wanted to come see the 
Stella and, well, he needed to come up 
with a reply in the next few days.

He ended his report with a list of miss-
ing items to date. It had eight entries, 
including the Poe daguerreotype and the 
Jefferson medal, as well as Jefferson’s 
personal copy of the 1796 Book of 
Common Prayer, another treasure.

More stunning were the omissions, 
based on the final inventory that even-
tually emerged and that UVA Special 
Collections keeps on file today. More 
than three months after Stauffenberg 
pulled open the empty drawer, the 
library apparently knew about only a 
fraction of its losses, and not yet the 
most dear. They hadn’t realized that 
Robert E. Lee’s signed General Order No. 
9—the stand-down he issued his men the 

The library knew about only a fraction       of its losses, and not yet  the most dear.

The McGregor vault:  
It didn’t take police long  
to figure out how a thief 
could have cracked it.
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day after the surrender at Appomattox 
(“I earnestly pray that a merciful God 
will extend to you his blessing and pro-
tection”)—had vanished. Ditto a Mark 
Twain manuscript, with penciled notes, 
for Chapter 28 of The Gilded Age. 

And then there was Tamerlane and 
Other Poems, Poe’s first published work 
and the greatest loss of all. It comprises 
40 pages of his boyhood verse. In 1827, 
the year after he left UVA and struck out 
on his own in Boston, the 18-year-old 
Poe had a local printer turn out a limited 
run for him, by one account only 40 cop-
ies. UVA’s copy was one of 12 known to 
remain, and one of only eight with their 
paper covers intact. 

When a copy (not UVA’s) came up 
for auction in 1988, The New York Times 
called it “the black tulip and the Holy 
Grail of American book collecting.” 
Christie’s sold one (also not UVA’s) in 
2009 for $662,500. Christie’s researcher 
Rhiannon Knol says UVA’s copy would 
beat that American literature record 
today if it’s in better condition.

But then, UVA hasn’t known the 
book’s condition for some time. As 
Berkeley’s manuscripts staff contin-
ued auditing the collection, their col-
leagues in rare books, the sister depart-
ment that shared the vault, did the same 
with their holdings. As the departments’ 
checking and cross-checking extended 
into December, a library patron made a 
request for Tamerlane. No one could find 
it. This newest revelation was the equiv-
alent of giving a shoulder tap to someone 
months into auditing the Smithsonian 
gem room to point out that, hey, the 
Hope Diamond is missing.

The final list identifies more than 
50 missing items, 35 of them individu-
ally described and the remainder made 
up of an unspecified number of “clipped 
autographs,” presumably sliced out of 
historical documents. While she’s not 
able to appraise those, Knol estimates 
the 35 enumerated items to be worth 

more than $1.2 million at auction, with 
appropriate sight-unseen caveats. 

The Poe items predominate, with 
Tamerlane representing more than half 
the total; the Stella exceeding $150,000; 
and another stolen early Poe work, an 
1829 edition of Al Aaraaf, Tamerlane and 
Minor Poems, also getting into six fig-
ures. Knol puts the Lee order at $80,000 
and Jefferson’s prayer book between 
$30,000 and $50,000. In 2010, Sotheby’s 
auctioned an autographed Chapter 8 of 
The Gilded Age for $68,500.

The “clipped autographs,” described 
as “not as readily identifiable,” entail 
three batches: the signatures of seven 
early U.S. presidents, those of Cabinet 
members in eight 19th century admin-
istrations and those of “a number of U.S. 
congressmen.”

Even after that plodding discovery, 
more weeks transpired as word of the 
thefts inched up the Alderman Library 
chain of command, across to the presi-
dent’s office in Pavilion VIII and even-
tually over to the University of Virginia 
Police Department. University counsel 
Neill H. Alford Jr. (Law ’47) placed 
the call at 2:30 p.m. Dec. 17, more than 
four months after the Stella turned up 
missing, according to a chronology in the 
investigative file. In a 1976 postmortem 
of the events, published in an academic 
journal, Berkeley noted that police “were 
highly critical of the fact that we had 
delayed so long in bringing them into 
the case.”

The investigative file shows that the 
Virginia State Police and Federal Bureau 
of Investigation also pitched in, though 
UPD took the lead. The Charlottesville 
Police have no record of involvement, 
though Alford had sent a letter to the 
local prosecutor, telling him on Dec. 19, 
“I … wish you to know of our difficulty.”

An Easy Walnut to Crack 
A classic whodunit needs a setting 
akin to an English country manor, and 

Alderman Library more than obliged 
in providing the McGregor Room as the 
scene of the crimes. When UVA landed 
the much-coveted 12,500-piece Tracy W. 
McGregor Library collection, announced 
at the opening of Alderman Library in 
1938, the gift included money to finish a 
2,700-square-foot second-floor reading 
room in style. Students today call it the 
“Harry Potter Room.”

Floor-to-ceiling book ladders run 
along brass rails, high above overstuffed 
leather chairs, Oriental rugs and the 
antique desk of the room’s then-newly 
deceased Detroit philanthropist name-
sake. The woodwork must have felled 
a walnut grove, from the parquet floors 
to the bookcases to the frame around 
the portrait of McGregor carved into  
the fireplace.

Inside this temple to book collecting 
sits the walk-in, two-level, 920-square-
foot McGregor Room vault, at the  
time the sanctum sanctorum for UVA’s 
great literary and historical objects. 
To enter required overcoming, first, 
a set of 2-inch-thick Diebold Safe & 
Lock Co. armored doors, operated by a  
combination wheel that went up to 
100 and a pair of levers the size of ax  
handles. But that only got you as far as a 
second set of metal doors, these requir-
ing a key.

It didn’t take UPD Investigator 
Eric W. Shoemaker long to solve the 
mystery of how a thief could have sur-
mounted the seemingly insurmount-
able. Practically everyone he inter-
viewed knew the combination to the 
first set of doors or how to get it: It was 
kept on a sheet of paper in a department 
secretary’s desk drawer, according to his 
report in the file. One employee told him 
she learned the magic numbers within 
hours of starting in the department as a 
student assistant. As for the key to the 
second set of doors, Shoemaker learned 
it sat in a tin, unlocked, on a bookshelf, 
just to the right of the vault.

The library knew about only a fraction       of its losses, and not yet  the most dear.
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If it didn’t lessen their shock, it at 
least explained how it was that workers, 
dispatched to the scene two days after 
Alford called in the crime, found both 
sets of vault doors wide open, all the 
lights on inside and, as the saying goes, 
nobody home. After instituting some 
immediate measures, the University 
conducted a more comprehensive 
security evaluation a few months later, 
according to the UPD file.

If you’re UVA in the mid-1970s, you 
don’t call in Pinkerton or ADT. Instead, 
you turn to psychology professor 
Raymond C. Bice Jr., he of the famous 
“Bice devices”—homemade gadgets 
that packed his Psychology 101 lectures. 
He’d call students up to the front to don 
one of his sensory-distorting contrap-
tions to demonstrate how the brain can 
play tricks with perception, often to  
comic effect.

Bice is said to have improvised with 
Chevy radiator hoses to repair the orig-
inal carillon in the University Chapel. 
It was Bice who maintained the Lawn’s 
final exercises sound system during the 
era (up until it famously cut in and out 
and then in again, just in time to broad-
cast then-Vice President George H.W. 
Bush’s words of inspiration to the Class 
of 1981: “Can’t someone get this god-
damned thing fixed?”).

So it was, upon the discovery of ram-
pant looting, that the University called 
upon its resident MacGyver to rig up 
the McGregor Room vault’s first alarm 
system, which then stayed in place for at 
least the next several years.

Without a Clue
Shoemaker and the UPD investiga-
tive team faced a number of challenges. 
The trail was stone-cold before they 
started. Even leaving aside the initial 
delay in alerting police, it was uncertain 
when many objects had last been seen, 
widening the time frame by months if  
not longer.

There was no physical evidence of 
a crime; security was such that a thief 
didn’t need to break and enter. That 
created problems when the University 
attempted to make an insurance claim. 
University officials estimated the loss at 
$100,000, of which they sought $51,000, 
presumably because of the policy ’s 
deductible. The insurance company 
rejected it, citing the policy exclusion 
for a “mysterious or unexplained dis-
appearance”—in effect saying it’s not 
enough to claim you simply can’t find 
something. Eventually the company 
offered $25,500, though no University 
records could be found to show how the 
claim ultimately resolved.

The library staff apparently took 
some heat for not cooperating more 
fully with the legal office as it tried to put 
forward a stronger insurance claim—
and for clinging to the hope that the 
items might turn up on their own. The 
tension prompted University Librarian 
Ray W. Frantz Jr. to reassure the pro-
vost in a December 1974 letter on behalf 
of his team, “We have no recollection of 
understating the possibility of theft.” 
Frustration with a lack of full library 
staff cooperation is a theme that runs 
through the police file.

An Inside Job
The lack of a discernible pattern in the 
missing items and the uncertainty of 
the time frame of their loss prompted 
Shoemaker to consider that he may 
be looking for multiple thieves acting  
independently, one keen on the Poe col-
lection and a separate group pocketing 
famous manuscripts and autographs. 
The prevailing theory under either  
scenario was that it had to be an inside 
job, the act of people who knew their way 
around the vault.

The suspicion took its toll on the 
staff, Berkeley noted in his journal arti-
cle: “The personnel of our two depart-
ments inevitably wondered about each 

other, and the resulting tensions hurt 
morale.” UPD’s requests for polygraphs 
compounded the angst. “We each had 
the theoretical right to refuse to take the 
test, but as you can imagine, the pres-
sure to submit to it was compelling,” he 
wrote. Those who acquiesced—20 of 22 
staff members—all passed the lie detec-
tor, Berkeley and Stauffenberg included.

The journal article also includes 
this curious observation: “It took many 
months for morale to recover. But when 
no one was arrested, the staff began  
to relax.”

Shoemaker’s suspect as the Poe ban-
dit was a graduate instructor on staff 
who had declined the polygraph and in 
his police interview seemed evasive and 
overeager to direct suspicion elsewhere. 
When asked if he knew of anyone on staff 
who had traveled outside the country, he 
kept mum about his own trip to Rome 
in December 1973. Rome was signifi-
cant because the suspect had studied at 
the Intercollegiate Center for Classical 
Studies there several years before, when 
a series of rare book thefts occurred, “a 
little here, a little there,” according to a 
UPD source.

The then-former staffer came under 
scrutiny again in spring 1976, when 
UVA’s rare books secretary found a link 
between him and George Brown Davis, 
the Virginia Military Institute librarian 
who had just been arrested for thefts 
from that collection. According to inves-
tigative notes, the secretary had turned 
up an old letter in which the UVA sus-
pect had written to Davis, “We still have 
an ‘attic’ full of duplicates up here which 
we must dispose of.”

Davis would plead guilty to having 
stolen 7,500 books from VMI over sev-
eral years. A pleading mentions his hav-
ing also raided the UVA library, though 
the voluminous inventory in the crim-
inal file doesn’t list any of the missing 
UVA works from 1973 nor any items 
nearly as valuable.

A curious observation from the time: " when no     one was arrested, the staff began to relax."



UVAMAGAZINE.ORG     51

The UVA suspect was never 
charged and has since died.

For his theory about a ring of 
opportunists, Shoemaker focused 
his suspicions on three people: a 
library worker in her 20s (variously 
described in the file as “attractive,” 
“exotic” and “hippy-type”), who 
seemed the fascination of nearly 
every co-worker; her friend in a 
different department, a man not 
universally liked; and their mutual 
friend, with whom the woman may 
have lived for a time, a local drug 
dealer stabbed to death in Florida 
in October 1973, as the thefts had 
begun to come to light.

The woman quit the library in 
July 1973, the month before the 
first discovery of something miss-
ing, moving west without pay-
ing her final rent. She agreed to 
an interview with her local police 
chief, arranged with the help of the 
Virginia State Police, in December 
1975. She denied any involvement 
in the library thefts and, accord-
ing to the chief’s summary, said the 
drug dealer had never asked her to 
steal for him. She initially agreed to a 
polygraph but later declined on advice 
of counsel.

The man from the other department 
gave at least two police interviews, one 
to Charlottesville authorities, who had 
arrested him on drug charges the fol-
lowing year, and another a month later 
to Shoemaker and UPD’s Sergeant J.H. 
Batten Jr. The suspect denied involve-
ment in the heists but admitted that the 
three friends had discussed how easily 
someone could steal from Alderman 
Library’s priceless collection.

When the information about the 
thefts first reached the president’s office 
and the Board of Visitors in December 
1973, the administration chose to pub-
licize the losses. It meant drawing 
unwanted media attention and, in a 

matter of days, at least one scathing 
state editorial decrying the lack of secu-
rity. Still, it was a way to elicit leads and 
make it more difficult for anyone to traf-
fic in the stolen items. It also courted the 
risk that a frustrated thief might destroy 
them. If these were the acts of a disgrun-
tled employee, that may have happened 
anyway.

The Cold Case Gets Colder
Nearly 50 years later, it’s the artifact of 
the original investigation that has all 
but disappeared. The FBI, which cir-
culated bulletins to all its field offices 
and conducted interviews, told Virginia 
Magazine it had destroyed its files in 
accord with its record-keeping prac-
tices. In response to a similar Freedom 
of Information request, the Virginia 

State Police says it possesses only 
summary information, nothing 
substantive. The three UPD officials 
who worked the case, Shoemaker, 
Batten and UPD Director W. Wade 
Bromwell, have all died.

Berkeley, the manuscripts cura-
tor, retired in 1999. He declined to 
be interviewed about the thefts, 
deferring instead to his memoran-
dum rather than try to recall details 
so many years later. The cataloger 
Stauffenberg, who initially dis-
covered the Stella missing, also 
declined to be interviewed about 
the events.  

Since the 1970s, UVA’s rare hold-
ings have multiplied in number. 
They include what’s still considered 
one of the world’s foremost collec-
tions of Americana. After the open-
ing of the Albert and Shirley Small 
Special Collections Library build-
ing in 2004, and with it the intro-
duction of more sophisticated secu-
rity, the McGregor Room vault has 
become little more than a walk-in 
storage closet.

Throughout these events, Edgar 
Allan Poe’s student room has sat quietly 
across the street from the library. The 
window in No. 13 West Range used to 
include a pane with a verse Poe was said 
to have etched into it before debt and dis-
grace forced him to leave the University. 
The glass eventually broke, but the 
pieces have been reassembled inside a 
picture frame. Special Collections stores 
the curio in its modern archives, inside a 
gray cardboard box. Perhaps the shards 
of wisdom deserve more prominent dis-
play in the McGregor Room, on a wal-
nut shelf, just to the right of two sets of 
armored doors:

O Thou timid one, let not thy
Form rest in slumber within these
Unhallowed walls,
For herein lies
The ghost of an awful crime. 

A curious observation from the time: " when no     one was arrested, the staff began to relax."

Tamerlane and Other Poems, Poe’s first published 
book, is “the black tulip and the Holy Grail of 
American book collecting.”
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ever had Virginia 
defeated a top-15 
football opponent. 
The Cavaliers had 
tried 34 times since 
t h e  A s s o c i a t e d 

Press poll’s advent in 1936, losing 33 
and tying one.

Until  1984,  when unranked 
Virginia dominated 12th-ranked West 
Virginia 27-7 at Mountaineer Field.

Why, you could almost hear John 
Denver crooning, “Almost heaven, 
West Virginia …” 

That postcard-perfect November 
afternoon certainly was heaven 
for a program mired in decades of 
purgatory.

“I said to the team after the game, 
‘I don’t know how you’re doing it, 
but you’re doing it,’ ” Virginia coach 
George Welsh said afterward.

More than three decades later, the 
“how” seems obvious: The Cavaliers 
had been blessed with a Hall-of-Fame 
leader who, along with a loyal and 

skilled staff, recruited outstanding 
student-athletes and coached them 
to dizzying heights.

Welsh died Jan. 2 in Charlottesville 
at age 85, and the subsequent outpour-
ing was immediate and emotional.

“I loved George,” says Chris Slade 
(Col ’93), Virginia’s career sacks 
leader and a consensus first-team 
All-American in 1992. “That guy, you 
didn’t want to mess with. For a guy 
his size—when he walked in a room 
you thought it was Andre the Giant. 
He just had a presence about him. He 
scared the crap out of people, and the 
biggest guys on our team were scared 
of him.”

“He gave us all he had in every-
thing he did,” says quarterback 
Shawn Moore (Col ’90), who in 1990 
finished fourth in Heisman Trophy 
voting and was voted ACC Player of 
the Year. “He treated us like winners.”

“Winning football” was an oxymo-
ron at Virginia when Welsh, hired by 
then–athletic director Dick Schultz, 

arrived from the United States Naval 
Academy in December 1981. The 
Cavaliers had finished above .500 only 
twice in the previous 29 years and had 
never been invited to a bowl.

A n  A C C  c h a m p i o n s h i p ? 
Implausible. From the conference’s 
1953 advent through 1981, Virginia 
had more winless league seasons 
(nine) than winning (one).

Welsh flipped the script. In 19 
years he steered the Cavaliers to 
12 bowls, 15 winning ACC seasons 
and two conference titles, defeating 
mighty Florida State for the second. 
His final 14 years at Virginia included 
nary a losing season.

“He is the pioneer,” says Terry 
Kirby (Col ’93), the Cavaliers’ No. 3 
career rusher and Welsh’s signature 
recruit.

Teammates at Tabb High in 
Yorktown, Virginia, from 1985-88, 
Kirby and Slade were the focus of a 
national recruiting battle. Slade was a 
fierce defensive end, Kirby a bullying 
tailback and the country’s top-rated 
prospect.

But in tandem with tireless assis-
tant coaches such as Tom O’Brien 
and Danny Wilmer—who did the leg-
work—Welsh was selling acclaimed 
recruits on Virginia.

“He focused on kids who were dis-
ciplined and had visions of building 
something of their own,” says Ray 
Savage (Col ’90), an All-American 
linebacker and leader of UVA’s 1989 
ACC championship squad. “So he 
found guys like myself, Shawn Moore 
and our class. And we helped him 
recruit the Terry Kirbys and Chris 
Slades. He tugged on our heartstrings 
of being the first of something, not the 

Hall-of-Fame coach turned UVA’s football 
program around—and then stayed
B Y  D A V I D  T E E L

N

Players carry coach Welsh off the field 
after a 17-14 win in 1983 snaps a 9-game 
losing streak against UNC.
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next at (North) Carolina or the next at 
Penn State.”

“When George came into your living 
room to recruit you, you weren’t going 
to go to UVA because of his dynamic per-
sonality,” quarterback Moore says with a 
laugh. “He wasn’t going to captivate you. 
If anything, he was going to be quiet as 
hell and there would be uncomfortable 
silence. … I think in the grand scheme 
George was probably a shy guy. But he 
loved football, and he could talk football 
around the clock.”

The 1984 upset of West Virginia—
indeed that entire year—was the pivot 
point. But it began with an ominous thud.

Clemson embarrassed Virginia in the 
opener 55-0, and even after subsequent 
victories over Navy and VMI, Welsh 
didn’t know what to make of his third 
Cavaliers team. Virginia Tech was next 
on the schedule, and the Hokies had dis-
mantled UVA the previous season 48-0.

Alone in his office the day before the 
Tech game, Welsh had an epiphany.

“I was … waiting for the team bus to 
come,” he told me last October, “and I 
just decided, if we’re going to win, we’re 
going to have to take some chances.”

The next afternoon in Blacksburg, 
UVA trailed by 10 points in the fourth 
quarter. It was time to take a chance.

On fourth-and-inches from Tech’s 

34, Welsh disdained the conventional 
run and called for quarterback Don 
Majkowski (Educ ’86) to throw a deep 
pass. A lunging John Ford (Col ’89) 
caught the ball at the Hokies’ 1-yard 
line, and on the next play, Howard Petty 
(Col ’87) scored a touchdown.

Virginia went on to win 26-23, snap-
ping a four-game losing streak to Tech 
and igniting a season that didn’t end 
until New Year’s Eve with a victory over 
Purdue in the Peach Bowl, the Cavaliers’ 
first postseason appearance.

Fans mobbed the lobby and the pep 
band blared as the team walked into its 
Atlanta hotel that evening to celebrate 
the dawning of 1985 and a new era of 
UVA football.

“That was as chilling as any moment 
you can get in sports for a long-suffering 
university in football,” O’Brien says.

There would be many more, chief 
among them the 1995 Thursday night 
upset of Florida State at Scott Stadium, 
which ended the Seminoles’ 29-game 
ACC winning streak and helped the 
Cavaliers earn their second league 
championship.

“I remember my kids, after that game, 
the only thing they wanted to do was sit 
on the hill and find out how they were 
going to storm the field,” O’Brien says.

Virginia went 134-86-3 under Welsh, 

which, coupled with his 55-46-1 record 
at Navy, ensured his College Football 
Hall of Fame induction. He refused to 
accept limited resources, subpar facili-
ties and strict admissions requirements 
as excuses. He lobbied successfully for 
enhanced infrastructure and support, 
but not at the expense of UVA’s standards.

“His morals and values were as strong 
as any,” says Gerry Capone (Educ’83), 
a volunteer assistant coach on Welsh’s 
first Cavaliers staff and now associate 
athletic director for football adminis-
tration. “He was in the profession for 
the right reasons, and I think anyone 
that played or worked for him under-
stood that.

“This wasn’t about his ego, and it 
wasn’t about how much money he was 
making. This was about doing the right 
thing and building a program the right 
way. … The beauty of it was, it was never 
about him. He never put himself ahead 
of his players or staff.”

That was never more evident than 
in 1990, when Virginia ascended to 
No. 1 in the polls, prompting national 
media to descend upon Charlottesville. 
The coverage was especially intense 
as the Cavaliers prepared for an early 
November game against fellow unbeaten 
team Georgia Tech.

Welsh understood the attention 

DEC. 16, 1981  
“If you accept limita-
tions without trying 
to change them, you 
don’t belong in college 
coaching,” Welsh says 
at his introductory 
news conference.

DEC. 31, 1984  
UVA rallies to defeat 
Purdue 27-24 in the 
Peach Bowl, the Cava-
liers’ first postseason 
appearance. “I think 
we got a little bit 
tougher in the second 
half,” Welsh says.

NOV. 18, 1989 
Virginia wins at Maryland 
48-21 to clinch its first-ever 
ACC championship and 
secure a bid to the Citrus 
Bowl in Orlando, Florida. “Me 
and Mickey Mouse are going 
to have a ball,” cornerback 
Tony Covington (Col ’90) 
says. “And I think I’ll look up 
Minnie while I’m there, too.”

SEPT. 8, 1990 
The Cavaliers beat No. 9 
Clemson 20-7, their first 
victory over the Tigers 
after 29 defeats. “This is 
one of those moments in 
life where, 10 years from 
now, it will bring a smile 
to my face,” defensive 
lineman Joe Hall (Col ’90, 
Educ ’95) says.  

THE HIGHLIGHT REEL

“IF WE’RE GOING TO WIN, WE’RE GOING 
TO HAVE TO TAKE SOME CHANCES.” 

—GEORGE WELSH, ON HIS THINKING BEFORE THE 1984 VIRGINIA TECH GAME
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but loathed the time it took away from 
coaching. Yet intentionally or not, he 
revealed his understated sense of humor 
that week, amusing reporters with tales 
of his polka dancing as a kid.

“He was one of a kind,” O’Brien says. 
“That’s for dang sure.”

Raised in Coaldale, Pennsylvania, 
Welsh enrolled at the Naval Academy in 
1952 and as a senior quarterback finished 
third in the 1955 Heisman Trophy voting 
behind Ohio State’s Howard “Hopalong” 
Cassady and Texas Christian’s Jim 
Swink. He retired from the Navy as a lieu-
tenant in 1963 and worked for 10 years as 
a Penn State assistant coach before the 
Midshipmen hired him as their head 
coach prior to the 1973 season.

A student of military history and 
Russian literature—the Brothers 
Karamazov were on his radar long 

before the Barber brothers—Welsh was 
as much an intellectual as he was a foot-
ball coach. He never lost his passion for 
military routine and hands-on teach-
ing: He famously broke an ankle demon-
strating a play on the practice field.

“He demanded and expected disci-
pline and structure,” Slade says. “He was 
the captain of the ship.”

UVA has won 25 NCAA team cham-
pionships, none in football. But given 
the challenges he inherited, the success 
he sustained and the legacy he leaves, 
Welsh would merit consideration for any 
Mount Rushmore of Cavaliers coaches.

“I think one of the best things I did 
for the University—I don’t know if every-
body agrees with this, especially at this 
stage—is I stayed here,” Welsh said at his 
retirement news conference. “I know 
other coaches could have done as well. I 

really do. But I would bet most of them 
at some point, once a certain level of suc-
cess had been attained, that they would 
have been out of here.”

Welsh stayed for 19 seasons. No one 
else has held the position for more than 
nine.

That’s why today’s Cavaliers, coached 
by Bronco Mendenhall, train in the 
George Welsh Indoor Football Practice 
Facility. That’s why a street near Scott 
Stadium is named George Welsh Way.

“He understood foundation,” says 
Ahmad Hawkins (Col ’09), a Cavaliers 
receiver from 1997 to 2000. “I think 
that’s what gets lost. He set that founda-
tion and that standard. And when Bronco 
Mendenhall came in and set new stan-
dards, it was a tribute to Coach Welsh.” 
An 11-time Virginia Sportswriter of the 
Year, David Teel is the senior sports col-
umnist for the Daily Press Media Group 
in Newport News and has been inducted 
into the Virginia Sports Hall of Fame and 
United States Basketball Writers Hall  
of Fame.

OCT. 14, 1990 
UVA ascends to No. 1 in the 
national polls for the first 
time. “Nobody knows who’s 
number one,” Welsh says. 
“There’s too many games 
left to play. Maybe it’s like 
Andy Warhol said, this is 
our 15 minutes of fame. ... 
There’s nothing wrong with 
it, but it’s no big deal.” 

NOV. 2, 1995 
Florida State, 29-0 
in the ACC with 
an average victory 
margin of 40 points, 
falls at Virginia 
33-28. “I can’t 
absorb it all now,” 
Welsh says. “I’m 
stunned.”

NOV. 28, 1998 
The Cavaliers stage the 
greatest comeback in 
program history, erasing 
a 22-point deficit to beat 
Virginia Tech 36-32 in 
Blacksburg. “Everything’s 
possible,” Welsh says. “It 
seems hopeless, but it 
never is. … You can’t ask for 
anything better, can you?”

SEPT. 2, 2000 
The expanded Scott 
Stadium opens. A crowd 
of 60,435, then the 
largest ever to witness 
a football game in the 
state, sees Virginia lose 
to BYU 38-35 in over-
time. “That’s as beautiful 
a stadium as I have ever 
seen,” Welsh says.  

DEC. 11, 2000 
“It’s the end of an 
era for me, in my 
profession,” Welsh 
says at his retirement 
news conference. 
“It’s something I’ve 
devoted my whole life 
to. … I am, and forever 
will be, a Wahoo.”

George Welsh celebrates the street 
named after him in 2001, the year after 
he retired. Players now train in the 
George Welsh Indoor Football Practice 
Facility, which opened in March 2013.
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T he summer of 2018 did not go as 
fourth-year artist Uzo Njoku 
(Col ’19) planned.

After being turned down 
for several museum internships, she 
found herself working a desk job. 

But Njoku didn’t let that stymie 
her creativity. Instead, the statistics- 
turned-studio-art major decided to ful-
fill a longtime goal of making a coloring 
book, and she did it in a single month. 

She drew nonstop while researching 
subjects and, crucially, how to publish 
a book. “I feel like I work the best when 
I’m under pressure,” she says of her self- 
imposed deadline.

Funded by preorders, Njoku self- 
published The Bluestocking Society, 
named after a women’s intellectual 
group in 18th-century England, a month 
later. It’s now sold more than 3,000 cop-
ies and is a top seller at UVA’s bookstore.

The Nigeria native—she moved to 
Virginia at age 7—says she saw a need for 
a coloring book that showed women of 

color from the viewpoint of a woman of 
color—outside the male gaze.

“Most of my work focuses on women 
of color because that is my experience, 
that is what I know the best,” Njoku 
says. “It’s good to create our own story, 
our own history.”

The Bluestocking Society features 
short biographies and portraits of inspir-
ing women—some well-known, such as 
Maya Angelou and Olympic gold medal-
ist Simone Biles, and others less so, such 
as Puerto Rican poet Julia de Burgos—
alongside words of encouragement and 
drawings of everyday women.

“I wanted to not just have women 
from different cultures, but different reli-
gions and also different walks of life,” she 
says. Depicting mothers, students and 
businesswomen, “I was trying to get as 
much diversity as I can out of femininity.”

For the background of most por-
traits, Njoku designed intricate pat-
terns inspired by West African Ankara 
fabrics to “fuse traditional aspects with 

contemporary women and create that 
contrast that works together.”

Njoku’s book is sold in bookstores, 
galleries and museums in New York, Los 
Angeles and other cities. But she isn’t 
eager to make a new one yet.

“I need to remember I’m an artist 
first,” she says, adding that she wants to 
see where this book goes over time.

But the book has been a boon to her 
artistic career, paving the way for shows 
in Charlottesville and increasing traffic 
to her website.

This spring, Njoku is studying abroad 
in London, and she plans to participate 
in UVA’s fifth-year art program next 
year before applying to both art school 
and the Fulbright program. Though she 
doesn’t know exactly what her path is, 
she says she will continue to create.

“I need to create my own story, com-
ing from the gaze of a woman of color,” 
she says, and “talk about the things going 
on right now. This is our era. [I’m] creat-
ing it from my perspective.” 

A WORLD  
OF COLOR 
Student’s coloring book puts 
inspirational and everyday 
women on the same pages
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BOOKS | New & Noteworthy B Y  S A R A H  P O O L E

Bestsellers at
the UVA Bookstore
OC TOBER TO DECEMBER 2 0 18

Fiction/Poetry
1. Wade in the Water: Poems  

by Tracy K. Smith
2. Counternarratives: Stories and Novellas 

by John Keene
2. A Cavalier Cat: The Story of Pretzel,  

a Much Loved Stray from UVA  
by Barbara Morin (Educ ’91)

4. The Bluestocking Society: A Coloring 
Book by Uzo Njoku (Col ’19)

5. The Three-Body Problem  
by Cixin Liu, translated by Ken Liu

6. Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver
6. The Best American Short Stories 2018 

edited by Roxane Gay 
6. Rocket Fantastic: Poems by Gabrielle 

Calvocoressi
6. Kyrie: Poems by Ellen Bryant Voigt
6. The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
  
Nonfiction Bestsellers
1. Locking up Our Own: Crime and 

Punishment in Black America  
by James Forman Jr. 

2. Charlottesville 2017: The Legacy  
of Race and Inequity  
edited by Claudrena N. Harold (Faculty) 
and Louis P. Nelson (Faculty)

3. When Breath Becomes Air  
by Paul Kalanithi

3. President Carter: The White House Years 
by Stuart E. Eizenstat

5. Learning to Speak God from Scratch: 
Discover a Faith Worth Talking About 
by Jonathan Merritt

6. The Dreamkeepers: Successful Teachers 
of African American Children  
by Gloria Ladson-Billings

7. Becoming by Michelle Obama
7. Summer of Hate: Charlottesville, USA  

by Hawes Spencer
9. The Trauma-Sensitive Classroom: 

Building Resilience with 
Compassionate Teaching  
by Patricia A. Jennings (Faculty)

9. Return to Life: Extraordinary Cases of 
Children Who Remember Past Lives 
by Jim B. Tucker (Res ’89, Fel ’91, 
Faculty)

Ike’s Mystery Man: The 
Secret Lives of Robert Cutler 
by Peter Shinkle (Col ’83)

Executive Order 10450 
prohibited gay people from 
working in Eisenhower’s 
government just as Robert 
Cutler, a gay man, was 
rising to power as a trusted 
adviser of the president. 
Shinkle explores his great-
uncle’s life through the lens 
of his personal diary and 
papers and the policies he 
steered as the nation’s first 
national security adviser.

Never in Finer Company: The 
Men of the Great War’s Lost 
Battalion by Edward G. Lengel 
(Grad ’93, ’98)

Lengel chronicles the true 
stories of four men—a 
stockbroker, a farmer, a 
lawyer and a journalist—
who survived World War I’s 
Battle of Argonne Forest, 
examining their lives 
before, during and after the 
war to present a personal 
illustration of its costs.

Embattled Freedom: Journeys 
through the Civil War’s Slave 
Refugee Camps by Amy Murrell 
Taylor (Grad ’96, ’01)

As masters and overseers 
rushed to defend the 
Confederacy, their enslaved 
workers sought refuge in 
camps behind Union lines. 
Taylor follows the stories of 
four such workers, detailing 
the challenges they faced 
at a time when the stakes 
of life and liberty could not 
have been higher.

Balanchine and Kirstein’s 
American Enterprise  
by James Steichen (Col ’99)

Choreographer George 
Balanchine and impresario 
Lincoln Kirstein helped 
bring classical ballet to 
modern America, ultimately 
creating the New York City 
Ballet and the School of 
American Ballet. Steichen 
explores their evolution as 
individuals and the wide-
reaching influence of their 
collaboration.  

From Rebel Yell to Revolution: 
My Four Years at UVA 1966–
1970 by Joel Gardner (Col ’70, 
Law ’74)

The Old U. Cracks in 
the Foundation. The 
Bubble Burst. Revolution. 
The section titles of 
Gardner’s book reflect 
the transformation he 
witnessed as a student 
in the late 1960s. Part 
memoir, part history, the 
book provides a firsthand 
chronicle of the chaos from 
which “the modern UVA” 
was born.

How She Died, How I Lived  
by Mary Crockett (Grad ’93)

After a shocking murder, an 
entire town must figure out 
how to move forward. But 
with the sentencing hearing 
looming, the novel’s teenage 
narrator, who was a text 
message away from being 
the victim, must learn to 
navigate life, grief and love 
as more than just a survivor.

Arts
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journalism career wasn’t on the radar for 
Jamelle Bouie (Col ’09) when he arrived at 
UVA. One or two English classes comprised his 
only writing-focused studies. But in January, 
just a decade after he graduated, Bouie landed a 

prominent role at one of the top news organizations in the 
country, as an opinion columnist for The New York Times.

And Bouie, Slate’s former chief political correspondent, 
is far from the only top journalist with UVA ties. In fact, 
despite having no journalism school, UVA has produced 
many notable journalists, several of whom made headlines 
of their own last year. 

Last fall, NPR named Nancy Barnes (Col ’82) its top 
news executive. Katie Couric (Col ’79) returned to NBC 
to cover the Olympics in South Korea. And Margaret 
Brennan (Col ’02) became host of Face the Nation,  
replacing John Dickerson (Col ’91), now co-host of CBS 
This Morning. 

Bouie’s path began on Grounds when, prompted by a 
class, he launched a blog covering the 2008 presidential 
campaign and built a social media following.

“I’m not convinced that there’s any detriment to going 
to a school that doesn’t have a journalism program,” says 
Bouie, who also is a CBS political analyst. “So many of the 
skills that are required for journalism are things you can 
learn from other disciplines. Everything else you can learn 
on the job.”

Alumni
 

Media

ON THE BEAT 
UVA grads find success  
in journalism
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New York Times’ Sheryl Gay 
Stolberg (Col ’83) stands in 
front of Air Force One; below: 
Jamelle Bouie (Col ’09)
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ON-THE-GROUNDS TRAINING
Other UVA journalists agree. Even if 
they never took so much as a newswrit-
ing class, they say they found success 
thanks to a solid education and extra-
curricular activities that honed their 
news skills. 

“Virginia has it right,” says Sheryl 
Gay Stolberg (Col ’83), a New York 
Times congressional correspondent. 
“I’m a big believer in a liberal arts edu-
cation, and I absolutely do not regret not 
going to journalism school.” 

While a student, Stolberg worked 
countless hours for the Cavalier Daily 
and remembers UVA administrators giv-
ing the paper’s reporters great access. In 
hindsight, she says, that was the perfect 
training for her current job interviewing 
U.S. presidents and other leaders.

As part of the Jefferson Literary and 
Debating Society, Bouie sharpened his 
ability to make a point. Retired CBS 
correspondent Wyatt Andrews (Col 
’74) joined WUVA on his first day on 
Grounds and eventually landed a cable 

TV news show while a student. He’s 
now a professor of practice in UVA’s 
Media Studies department. And Sarah 
Ellison (Col ’96), a Washington Post 
staff writer, didn’t consider journal-
ism until after graduation when she 
started working at Newsweek’s Paris 
bureau. But at UVA, she had the oppor-
tunity to explore, research and stimulate 

her curiosity about different topics— 
critical skills for any journalist. 

“If you want to be a writer or a 
reporter, you just become one. You don’t 
really need to go waste a college course 
on that,” agrees Fred Barnes (Col ’65), 
co-founder of the recently shuttered The 
Weekly Standard and former co-host of 
Fox’s The Beltway Boys. “You ought to 

 

Face the Nation host Margaret Brennan (Col ’02)
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The Draftsman is a distinctive Autograph Collection hotel 
perfectly situated on West Main Street with easy and effi-
cient access to UVA, The Corner and the Downtown Mall.  
With sprawling views of the Blue Ridge Mountains, a restau-
rant featuring locally sourced ingredients with a passionate 
approach to food and more than 2,000 square feet of meet-
ing space, The Draftsman is the perfect setting for a get-

away, business meeting or special event.

Book rooms today with The Draftsman.
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be getting a good liberal arts education, 
which I did.” 

While journalism school graduates 
might have more alumni to network with 
as they start their careers, the insights, 

critical thinking and research skills that 
UVA students gain serve them through-
out their professional lives, many say.

Stolberg says a class with Professor 
Lewis Feuer, a conservative thinker 
who talked about his intellectual jour-
ney from communism to neo-conserva-
tism, exposed her to strains of political 
thought she hadn’t considered before.

Andrews remembers an afternoon 
in 1984 when CBS sent him to India 
to cover the assassination of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi. Riots between 
Sikhs and Hindus had broken out, and 
thanks to foreign affairs and religious 
studies classes at UVA, he already under-
stood the backstory about the clashes.

“You benefit from a liberal arts edu-
cation in a thousand tiny, almost inde-
finable ways,” he says. 

THE NEXT GENERATION 
UVA is in a good position to produce 
even more prominent journalists. Media 
studies ranks among the College of Arts 
and Sciences’ top 10 majors. There, stu-
dents study media history and practices 
and are snagging jobs and internships at 
major outlets. 

According to Andrews, even as new 
media force changes in the traditional 
news business, students know that jour-
nalism—especially in the form of web 
publications and video production—
isn’t going away. And as the industry 
transforms, Andrews hopes his stu-
dents will be the ones to lead it into  
the future. 

“I want it to be our students who have 
this grounding in an ethical culture,” he 
says, “and have been through four years 
of strenuous research demands, strenu-
ous writing demands and a wide-ranging 
liberal arts education. 

“The future journalists of the United 
States should be us.” 
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You benefit from a liberal arts 
education in a thousand tiny, almost 
indefinable ways.” —Wyatt Andrews

‘‘

Fred Barnes (Col ’65)

Walk the Other Lawn

Tours and ticket information: monticello.org or call (434) 984-9800



For a free copy of our catalog call us at  
434-243-4984 or 866-765-2646 or  
visit us online: alumni.virginia.edu/travel
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KENTUCKY DERBY                
May 2 – 5, 2019
                               
ISRAEL                      
May 9 – 20, 2019
                               
U.S. NATIONAL PARKS                           
June 5 – 14, 2019
                               
ALASKA
July 6 - 13, 2019

GEMS OF THE DANUBE                        
July 8 – 18, 2019
                               
DALMATIA                     
August 26 – September 9, 2019
                               
GALAPAGOS GETAWAY                   
September 5 – 11, 2019
                               
PORTRAIT OF ITALY                    
September 26 – October 11, 2019
                               
JAPAN                      
September 30 – October 14, 2019
                               
BOTSWANA SAFARI                          
October 20 – 30, 2019                              
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y the time you read this, 
I hope you will have 
heard the news: UVA has 
received a $120 million 
gift—the largest in our 
history—to establish a 

School of Data Science (See University 
Digest, Page 23). This is an important 
moment in the life of the University—
not only because of the size of the gift 
and the fact that we don’t open a new 
school every day, but also because of 
the focus of the gift and the structure 
of the school itself.

We are surrounded by data. Every 
second, information is being collected 
and analyzed by everything from sat-
ellites to social media accounts. It’s 
one reason the amount of data in the 
world is doubling every two years, 
with no sign of slowing down. This 
trend is creating breathtaking oppor-
tunities. Data is helping self-driving 
cars navigate the roads, leading to 
breakthroughs in the treatment of 
disease, and offering new insights in 
fields like education and business.

At the same time, the explosion of 
data is exposing us to serious risks. 
Data can be abused, stolen and shared 
without our permission—bringing 
into sharp relief the need to gather 
and apply it in a responsible way. 

If there’s one thing of which we can 
be certain, it is that the future will be 
shaped, at least in part, by how we use 
data—and how we allow it to be used. 
As we think about how to navigate that 
future, I believe universities have to 
lead the way. To be clear, this is not 
something universities can or should 

do alone. But we are in a unique posi-
tion to bring experts from different 
fields together with an eye toward the 
broader social impact of the choices 
we make. It’s why everything from 
the seat belt to the internet has been 
developed or refined on campuses. It’s 
also why we are excited to build one 
of the first dedicated schools of data 
science in the country—and a school 
unlike any other.

We are still in the design phase and 

seeking input and necessary approvals 
from multiple groups, including the 
Faculty Senate, our Board of Visitors 
and ultimately the State Council of 
Higher Education. Nonetheless, we 
have some clear design principles. 

First, we plan to create a school 
that will be both independent and 
integrated—with satellites in other 
schools at UVA and stand-alone cen-
ters focused on subjects like machine 
learning and visualization that will 
help advance data science more 
broadly.

Second, the school will be open and 
transparent. Much of the research in 
data science and beyond is only possi-
ble thanks to widely available data. As 
a public university, we should abide by 
the same principles—making every-
thing from policies and procedures 

to results and data sets easy for any-
one to access.

Third, the school will be based on 
teams, not individuals. Unlike most 
schools, this one will feature a flat 
structure to minimize distinctions 
between faculty and staff, and all fac-
ulty and senior leadership will be eval-
uated on how they collaborate across 
and beyond our own University.

Finally, the school will focus on 
responsible data science. Through 

teaching and research, it will take 
seriously the need to think carefully 
about and question the ethics, policy 
and law surrounding the explosion of 
data and its impact on society.

A gift alone does not make a school. 
Most of the hard work is still ahead of 
us. But I believe we have assembled a 
brilliant and capable team, and I have 
faith that, together, we can build one 
of the most advanced and compre-
hensive schools of data science in the 
world—and one that is focused on 
using data to serve the common good. 
I am beyond excited to get started.

JAMES E. RYAN (LAW ’92)
President of the University of Virginia

President’s Letter

The future will be shaped by how we use 
data—and how we allow it to be used. I 
believe universities have to lead the way.”

‘‘

A NEW-SCHOOL APPROACH 
TO DATA SCIENCE

B
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Peggy K. McLean (Nurs ’45)
Quentin C. Smith (Arch ’57)
Anne K. Stross (Nurs ’59)
Robert U. Bokelman (Com ’65)
J. Richard Garnett Jr. (Educ ’68, ’89)
R. Edward Graham III (Col ’70)
Beatrice Walther Chaney (Engr ’71)
Woodrow G. Sanderford (Educ ’71)
Barbara B. Manard (Grad ’72, ’77)
Steve A. Wright (Col ’74)
Judith Davis Cappuccilli (Nurs ’75)
Julie Anne Farrar-Hersch (Educ ’75,’76, 

Grad ’94)
Robert G. Lloyd (Col ’75)
David G. Blalock Jr. (Col ’76)
Lezlie Frances Hierholzer (Educ ’76, ’83)
W. Clayton Johnson (Col ’77, Law ’80)
Robert C. Childress (Grad ’78)
Mark W. Wasserman (Col ’78)
Joseph A. Roseborough (Col ’79)
Thomas R. Jenks (Col ’80)
Teresa Wynn Roseborough (Col ’80)
Peter J. Wisoff (Col ’80)
Katherine Kelly Ames Smith (Col ’82)
Richard H. White (Col ’82)
Ronald J. Sopher (Arch ’83)
Pink Pirned Wimbish III (Col ’83)
Steven L. Wood (Col ’83)
Teresa Dalton Ginster (Nurs ’84)
Daphne Paige George (Arch ’86, Arch ’89)
Lisa Chalou Heimlicher (Col ’86)
Kevin S. Padgett (Col ’86)
Jennifer Parker (Col ’86, Law ’92)
Kimberly Cunningham Radford (Com ’86)
Timothy Joseph Reardon (Col ’86)
Kimberly Douse Saxon (Col ’86)
Brian Rodney Smith (Col ’86, Grad ’91)
Anthony R. Bolling (Col ’87)
John W. Davison III (Col ’87)
Kate Hobby Gibson (Arch ’87)
W. Edward Riley IV (Col ’87)
Mark Edwin Jones (Arch ’88)
Nicole Mazza (Col ’88)
Jennifer DeLuca Oldham (Col ’88)
Robert F. Ware Jr. (Col ’88)
Karen Reilly Beck (Com ’89)
Kathryn Ilsemann Bower (Col ’89)
David Nathan Cohan (Law ’89)
Jeanine M. DaSilva (Col ’89)
Sean Kellogg Healy (Engr ’89)
Kristin Curry Hunter (Col ’89)
Virginia Kingsley Kapner (Law ’89)
Joanna W. Lee (Arch ’89)
Linda Coulson Mougalian (Col ’89)
Gretchen M. Pierce (Col ’89)
Kathryn Dunn Tenpas (Grad ’89, ’93)
Teresa H. Beach (Nurs ’90)
Kyan J. Berger (Col ’90)
L. Christopher Eppard (Com ’90)
Edward C. Oldham (Col ’90, Grad ’93)

Virginia Darleen Opfer (Educ ’90, ’97)
Ronald Jay Tenpas (Law ’90)
Kelly R. Young (Col ’90)
Satinder S. Gill (Col ’91)
James Preston Lemmon (Arch ’91)
Cynthia Wilbricht Lindeman (Com ’91)
Alice Mo (Med ’91)
Nicole L. Mushkin (Law ’91)
Barry Rosenfeld (Grad ’91, Grad ’92)
George Martin Anastasi II (Engr ’92)
Lee Campbell Anastasi (Col ’92)
Loretta A. Boyd-Smith (Col ’92, Med ’96)
Michael Adrian Brown (Engr ’92)
Michael Dean Brown (Com ’92)
Benjamin Ehlers (Col ’92)
Sarah Grinnan Ehlers (Col ’92, Grad ’99)
Yasmin Rashid (Com ’92, Grad ’93)
Kimberly J. Robinson (Col ’92)
Rebecca Cameron Blount (Col ’93)
Susan Lyn Brooks (Com ’93)
J. Patrick Cave (Col ’93)
Larissa Smith Fergeson (Col ’93)
Donald May Haddock Jr. (Com ’93, Law ’96)
Brian Hunter Harvath (Arch ’93)
Chun Mo Kim (Engr ’93)
Jason L. Malec (Col ’93)
Donna A. Thompson (Col ’93)
Jennifer M. Van Fossen (Col ’93)
Jennifer R. Wasik (Col ’93)
Valerie Fisher Wooley (Engr ’93)
Barrett S. Erker (Col ’94)
Chris Giroux (Com ’94)
Chandra Marie Graham-Parker (Col ’94, 

Med ’99)
Kelly R. High (Col ’94)
Laurie J. Howard (Col ’94)
Alliah I. Humleker (Col ’94)
Zachariah A.C. Humleker (Col ’94)
Elizabeth Olton Mueller (Arch ’94)
Kelly Jones Ball (Educ ’95)
Crystal Louise Brown (Col ’95)
Kevin Thomas Chin (Engr ’95) 
Bernice D. Farmer IV (Col ’95)
Laura Jeanne Lewis (Col ’95)
Steven Frederick Pockrass (Law ’95)
Alvenia G. Scarborough (Col ’95)
Truc T. Trinh (Col ’95, Med ’99, Res/Fel ’02)
Christopher B. Wiegand (Col ’95, Med ’99)
Alice Tzu-yueh Lee Chin (Com ’96) 
Ross C. D’Emanuele (Law ’96)
Adam Matthew Schoeberlein (Col ’96)
Paul G. Dambrauskas (Engr ’97)
Gina M. Haney (Arch ’97)
Reem Koja (Col ’97)
Desmond J. Mills (Com ’97)

Maria Cristina Barbudo Perez (Grad ’97)
Ann Elizabeth Sahli (Col ’97)
Kevin Jamil Sahli (Col ’97)
Andrew W. Snowhite (Col ’97)
Jun Deng (Grad ’98)
Michael Jon Zlatoper (Col ’98)
Lucas A. Dunnington (Col ’99)
Kurt A. Gilchrist (Col ’99)
Stacy G. Holleman (Col ’99)
Michael D. Mortenson (Col ’99)
Bryson E. Clevenger Jr. (Grad ’00)
Paul R. Diemer (Darden ’00)
Natanya B. Mitchell (Col ’00)
Gregory R. Ruhl (Engr ’00)
Kirsten L. Breeden (Educ ’01)
Yiting Nan (Engr ’01)
Allison Elizabeth Snowhite (Grad ’01, 

Educ ’05)
Clifton Alexander Squibb (Col ’01)
Geoffrey M. Drake (Col ’02)
Omar Garriott (Com ’02)
John R. Ascenzo (Col ’03)
Cesar G. Carrion (Grad ’03)
Julie Carson Crouse (Col ’03)
Noah P. Diminick (Col ’03)
Thomas C. Ellis (Com ’03)
Luke A. Giannini (Col ’04)
Marta B. Ascenzo (Col ’05)
Christopher R. Freeland (Law ’05)
Erin D’Onfro Korgie (Col ’05)
Bettina Tobben Drake (Law ’06)
Elizabeth B. Glover (Educ ’06)
Peter Kemp (Col ’06)
Carly F. Krause (Col ’06, Engr ’11, ’17)
Sarah E. Witthoefft (Nurs ’06)
Timothy M. Witthoefft (Engr ’06)
Nancy Hulgrave Hungerford (Col ’07)
Mary A. Laine (Col ’08)
Stephen P. Roberts (Law ’08)
Andrew C. Teie (Com ’08)
James G. Cecil (SCPS ’09)
Jordan W. Moniuszko (Engr ’09)
Amanda Pennfield (Com ’09)
Andrew G. Vance (Col ’09)
Carole L. Wilson (Educ ’09)
Trevor J. Houghton (Com ’10)
Samantha S. Kelly (Col ’10)
Nathan A. DeLuke (Darden ’11)
Michael C. Jones (Col ’11, Grad ’16)
Mason M. McLean (Col ’11)
Adam B. Jason (Col ’12, Educ ’12)
Matthew J. Kelly (Engr ’12)
Meghann K. Morrill (Law ’12)
Glenn J. Foulds (Law ’14)
Emily R. Fox (Col ’14)

William D. Marrs (Col ’14)
Masanori Uzawa (Darden ’14)
Jessica L. Schwinck (Nurs ’15, ’16)
Brendan J. Goggin (Engr ’16)
Julia Cary Evans (Col ’17)
Alexander R. Mait (Engr ’17)
Benjamin C. Matthews (Engr ’17)
Melvin L. Reed III (Col ’17)
David Baum (Darden ’18)
Elizabeth N. Butler (Col ’18)
Katherine E. Campbell (Com ’18)
Corey Lenore Cronin (Col ’18)
Zak G. DePasquale (Col ’18)
Yvette Gayles (Com ’18)
Laura Kuhn (Arch ’18)
Paul R. Newby Com ’18)
Davis Lee Owen (Col ’18)
Olivia M. Sanchez (Batten ’18)
Andrew J. Shanes (Educ ’18)
Sydney L. Shelton (Educ ’18)
Meghan A. Smith (Col ’18)
James P. Willson (Com ’18)
Amanda Zayatz (Educ ’18)

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Melinda Bolling
Andrea Bravo Fernandez
Chris Cannady
Heather Black Carrion
Patricia S. Cecil
Joan K. Clarke
Billie Kay Dambrauskas
Jie Zhang
Laura L. Diemer
Julia Eppard
William B. Freedman
Lindsay S. Freedman
Mrs. Amy P. Healy
Nicholas Hungerford
Henry R. Ivey Jr.
Susan F. Ivey
Steven M. Kapner
Abby Kimbrough
Lance Kimbrough
Matthew Korgie
Joel Holland
Nelson Lee
Justin Leitch
Karen L. Rosenberger
William Smith
Heather Squibb
Janet White
Gary B. Turner
Peter Tuz
Tamara E. Jernigan

 To join the Alumni Association,  call 434-243-9000, visit alumni.virginia.edu, 
or write to Alumni Hall, P.O. Box 400314, Charlottesville, VA 22904.

The following alumni recently demonstrated their commitment to the University of Virginia Alumni 
Association and its important programs and activities by becoming life members of the association. 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
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Alumni Association Membership 
plays a crucial role in providing quality 
programs and services that benefit the 
University, students and alumni.
Dues help make possible the University 
of Virginia Magazine, Reunions, 
student activities, Alumni Career 
Services, Admissions Liaison Program, 
scholarships and awards.  

Members enjoy great 
benefits, including: 
Free football game 
parking at Alumni Hall, 
free career advising, 
discounts from more than 
40 partners, including 
UVA Bookstores, hotels, 
restaurants and more.    

JOIN TODAY!
 alumni.virginia.edu
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Your membership is tax deductible.
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’50s
Betty Roberts (Nurs ’53) published 
Midnight Chronicles, the story of a 
strong man’s journey as he deals with 
Alzheimer’s. Told from the perspective of 
his wife and caregiver, the book relates 
the effect on his life and on the lives of 
his family from the early, undiagnosed 
stage one to the disability of stage seven. 
A member of the Apollo team who helped 
put man on the moon, he now forgets how 
to live like a man on Earth. 
 

’60s
Lawrence Familant (Col ’67 L/M) 
donated to the UVA Health Foundation in 
memory of Lloyd A. Godlin and his family 

to help fund stem cell research concerning 
multiple sclerosis. 

Peter Lovie (Engr ’64 L/M) published ETA 
and Its Jackups: Pioneering, Engineering, 
and Making It in America—the story of 
his company, Engineering Technology 
Analysts, and its innovative designs for 
elevated rigs used in offshore oil drilling. 

Irv Brand (Law ’67 L/M) received 
the Albert Nelson Marquis Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Marquis Who’s 
Who for his professional achievements. 

William H. Joyner Jr. (Engr ’68 L/M) 
retired after serving for 12 years as arch-
deacon of the Episcopal Diocese of North 
Carolina. He received the Bishop’s Award 
at the November annual convention of the 
diocese. 

’70s
Mike Ross (Col ’70, Law ’77 L/M) pub-
lished two more collections of quota-
tions. Ross’s Thoughtful Discoveries was 
published in December 2017 and Ross’s 
Personal Discoveries in November 2018. 

Don Jenkins (Col ’71) published The Lost 
Civil War Diary of John Rigdon King in 
October 2018. Jenkins wrote this book, 
the biography of a 17-year-old civilian from 
Hagerstown, Maryland, and the transcrip-
tion of the civilian’s diary, after retiring 
from a career in public service.

Ronald S. Warren Jr. (Col ’71 L/M) retired 
in July 2017 from the University of Georgia 
as professor of economics after 32 years 
of service. He was previously assistant 
professor of economics at UVA, economic 

  Indicates a corresponding photograph or video  
  online at uvamagazine.org/classnotes.
L/M Indicates Life Member of the Alumni Association

ALUMNI IN BUSINESS  A Special Advertising Section for Alumni

Stanley F. Birch, Jr. (Col '67) 
United States Circuit Judge (Ret.) 

Mediator, Arbitrator, 
Appellate Consultant 

JAMS Atlanta • 404.566.2157 
jamsadr.com/birch 
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Real  Estate & Rentals

Kiawah Island • Seabrook Island
& Historic Charleston

843.768.3635
pamha r r i ng tonexc l u s ive s . com  

NURS ‘71
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RIGHT

Leads

LoneArmadillo.com/uva

Louise Phipps Senft
Relational Mediator with 25 years experience 
with thousands of families, their advisors, their 

next generations across the country.

Mediation | Speaking | Workshops | Training

www.BaltimoreMediation.com | www.BeingRelational.com | 443-524-0833

(Col '83)

Helping NYC ‘Hoos  
buy, sell and rent  
their dream homes 
since 2005.

Christine Toes Muldoon (Col ‘99)
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker
917.608.6973 
christine@compass.com

Christine Toes Muldoon is a real estate broker affiliated with Compass. Compass 
is a licensed real estate broker and abides by equal housing opportunity laws.

Our practice is dedicated to helping growing 
businesses attain financial security

Jason E. Dodd

Luxury Home Specialist
Norfolk / Virginia Beach

757-472-8798
www.Jason E Dodd.com
Re/Max CentralCentral

, B.A., J.D.
Realtor (COL ‘89)

Not just

more leads...

the 

RIGHT

Leads

LoneArmadillo.com/uva

FOR ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITIES, PLEASE CONTACT 

KATIE FEAGANS
434-243-9022 | KFEAGANS@VIRGINIA.EDU

SEND US YOUR UPDATES 
ONLINE OR BY EMAIL:

www.uvamagazine.org/classnotes
alumnews@virginia.edu
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policy fellow at the Brookings Institution 
and economist at the U.S. Department of 
Labor. Warren published more than 40 
articles in scholarly journals and served in 
numerous administrative positions at the 
department, college and university levels. 
He lives in Athens, Georgia, with his wife, 
Joanna. Their daughter, Rebecca Rainbow 
(Col ’16 L/M), lives in Charlottesville.

Barry A. Bryer (Law ’72) received the 
President’s Medal—Queens College’s 
highest administrative honor—at the 
school’s baccalaureate convocation on 
May 29, 2018. Bryer is a mergers and 
acquisitions lawyer and serves as chair  
of the board and executive committee of  
the Queens College Foundation Board  
of Trustees.

Michael N. Widener (Col ’72 L/M) is 
adjunct professor of business law and 
ethics at the School of Business at Embry-
Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, 
Arizona. His paper “Populist Placemaking: 

Grounds for Open Government-Citizen 
Spatial Regulation Discourse” will be pub-
lished in Vol. 119 of the West Virginia Law 
Review in early 2019.

Lloyd Stamy (Col ’73 L/M) published a 
novel, Reunion of Strangers, in November 
2018. The book follows an investment 
manager (also a CIA operative) and his 
former high school classmate (a world- 
renowned psychologist) whose plans are 
thwarted by a Russian oligarch. Stamy, 
who was an English major and lives in 
Pittsburgh, wrote the book after retiring  
in 2013. 

Leslie S. Leighton (Col ’74 L/M) has 
been appointed as visiting lecturer in 
the department of history at Georgia 
State University in Atlanta. He teaches 
American history and the history of public 
health and medicine to undergraduates.

Arthur “Tucker” Miller (Educ ’74) retired 
from the University of Montana after 33 

years as a professor and former chair 
of the Health and Human Performance 
Department. Miller spent 40 years in 
public and higher education, including 
positions in Crozet, Virginia; at Idaho State 
University; and at the University of North 
Carolina, Wilmington.

David G. Rojohn (Engr ’74) contributed 
to a book by his sister, The Piggyback 
Flight Pilot’s Journey, which is about their 
father’s landing of two B-17s simulta-
neously after a midair collision over the 
North Sea in World War II. The book, 
which chronicles Glenn Rojohn’s journey 
as a pilot, life as a POW and the aftermath, 
was the result of several years of work and 
research. 

Lucy English Gentilhomme (Educ ’77) 
and her siblings commissioned and 
donated to the University a portrait of 
their great-grandfather C. Harding Walker 
(Col 1882), former Board of Visitors 
Rector and Virginia state senator.  

ClassNotes
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401 Park Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-4005
lwoodriff@loringwoodriff.com

W W W. L O R I N G W O O D R I F F. C O M

Kathy Hall ‘77
(434) 987-6917

kathyhall@loringwoodriff.com

Sally Niver Neill ‘85
(434) 531-9941

sally@loringwoodriff.com

Liz Raney ‘06
(434) 242-3889

liz@loringwoodriff.com

Bunny French ‘89
(434) 996-1029

bunny@loringwoodriff.com

Buying or Selling A Home in Charlottesville?  
Work With A Local Hoo!

The portrait by Bradley Stevens hangs in 
the board wing of the Rotunda. 

Cheryl Fuller-Bragg (Col ’78) co-authored 
a book, Maine Colonist, Nathaniel Fuller and 
Descendants: Including the Russ Family of 
Oxford County.

’80s
Irwin Shur (Col ’80, Law ’83 L/M) has 
retired after 35 years of law practice, 
including the last 10 as vice president, 
general counsel and secretary for Snap-on 
Inc. In his last few years in practice, he 
received a Lifetime Achievement award 
from the Milwaukee Business Journal in 
2014 and served as a member of the U.S. 
Department of Commerce Manufacturing 
Council from 2015 to 2016. In addition to 
keeping a hand in the business world, he 
intends to spend more time on his music as 
well as that of his daughter, who recently 

released her first album, Ceasefire, record-
ed with Shur in fall 2018.

Deborah Blevins (Law ’83) was appointed 
to the College of Workers Compensation 
Lawyers in 2018. Prior to joining the com-
mission, Blevins was a partner at Gilmer, 
Sadler, Ingram, Sutherland and Hutton 
in Pulaski, Virginia. Blevins is the manag-
ing deputy commissioner of the Virginia 
Workers’ Compensation Commission’s 
Alternative Dispute Resolution Department 
and was hired by the commission in 2004.

Timothy J. Grendell (Law ’83) was sworn 
in to the National College of Probate 
Judges Executive Committee. Grendell is 
one of only 10 probate judges from across 
the country who currently serve on the 
executive committee and is the first com-
bined probate and juvenile court judge to 
be elected to the position. 

Debra Rhymes Hill (Col ’84), an indepen-
dent Christian singer-songwriter, released 

her first album, Daily Reverence, in October 
2018. Hill, who began losing her eyesight 
in 2014, says this album represents her 
journey with God through the years as she 
gradually lost her vision. 

Mark Scharf (Grad ’84 L/M) had three 
of his new plays recently published: The 
Quickening, Fortune’s Child and his adapta-
tion of H.G. Wells’ The Time Machine. 

Jill Reid Cummins (Col ’85) was sworn in 
as an associate judge on the Circuit Court 
for Montgomery County, Maryland, in 
January 2018. She was appointed by Gov. 
Larry Hogan to a 15-year term.

Doug Smith (Col ’86 L/M) will be serving 
as the “seeing-eye Doug” to a blind sailor 
as they sail across the Pacific nonstop from 
San Diego to Fukushima, Japan, starting 
Feb. 24, 2019. They hope to inspire others 
to overcome adversity and work to achieve 
their dreams. They also aim to draw atten-
tion to charities they support. 



74    UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA  |  S P R I N G  2 0 1 9

Karen Young Foley (Col ’87, Educ ’08) 
published Santa’s Sick of Cookies: An 
Eastern Shore Christmas Tale this fall. A 
free instructional resource to accompany 
the picture book is available on  
TeachersPayTeachers.com. 

Tara E. Nauful (Col ’89 L/M) joined the 
law firm Beal after completing a two-year 
clerkship with the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the District of South Carolina. Prior to 
her clerkship, Nauful was in private prac-
tice for 23 years, representing financial 
institutions and other lenders in bankrupt-
cy and insolvency related matters. Her 
most recent article, “I Confess! The Ethical 
Obligation to Tattle on Yourself,” was 
published in the October 2018 issue of the 
American Bankruptcy Institute Journal.

’90s
Vicki Denise Sinsel Horst (Col ’90) is a 
partner at Hairfield Morton, which was 
voted Best of Richmond Top 3 Law Firms 
for 2018. Her practice focuses on real 
estate, business law and estate planning. 
She lives in Prince George, Virginia, with 
her husband, Glenn. 

R. Scott Stephenson (Grad ’90, ’98) is the 
new president and CEO of the Museum of 
the American Revolution. Stephenson has 
a background in history and film and has 
served as a consultant for The Last of the 
Mohicans and the TLC show Who Do You 
Think You Are? Stephenson was previously 
vice president of collections, exhibitions 
and programming for the museum, which 
opened in 2017.

Rebecca Ogur Sinclair (Col ’91) received 
the Medical Society of Virginia’s Salute to 
Service Award for Outstanding Service to 

the Uninsured and Underserved in 2018. 
She previously received awards from 
the Virginia Health Care Foundation and  
United Way of the National Capital Area.

John Rickman (Engr ’92, Darden ’98) 
joined ReAlta Life Sciences, an early stage 
pharmaceutical company based in Norfolk, 
Virginia, as its chief financial officer.  
John and his wife, Mary Beth Sims 
Rickman (Col ’89), and their five children 
live in Norfolk.

John Quale (Arch ’93 L/M) is chair and 
professor of architecture at the University 
of New Mexico. He recently co-edited 
and co-authored Offsite Architecture: 
Constructing the Future, which addresses 
theoretical and practical applications of 
prefabricated design and construction. 
Quale was on the UVA architecture faculty 
for 15 years. 

Denise A. Tucker (Grad ’93), a profes-
sor at the University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro, has published her second 
mystery novel, On The House, which takes 
place at the Palace of Versailles. The book 
is the second in the House Mystery Series, 
all of which are set in famous residences. 
Book one, Keeping House, takes place in 
the White House. Seven books are planned 
for the series, and Thomas Jefferson 
makes a cameo appearance in each as he 
sets the stage for the story. 

Terrye Underwood (Com ’94 L/M) and 
William S. “Jake” Wheatley III (Col ’94) 
were married Nov. 17, 2018, in Paradise 
Valley, Arizona. The couple live in Denver.

Adam Olenn’s (Col ’95 L/M) screenplay 
Blood and Plunder won first prize in the 
“Spotlight on New England” category of 
the 2018 Rhode Island International Film 
Festival’s screenplay competition. Blood 
and Plunder is the true story of John and 
Moses Brown, two brothers who birthed 
our nation, and the rift between them that 
still divides us. 

Lazetta Rainey Braxton (Com ’95 L/M) 
received the See It, Be It Role Model 
Award, one of several Excellence in 
Diversity and Inclusion Awards given by 

Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise 
Financial Services, Inc., a registered investment adviser.
© 2019 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (02/19)

Putting the needs of clients first is the approach we believe in. We’ll work with  
you to find the right financial solutions to help you plan for your unique goals. 
And together, we’ll track your progress over time, adjusting your plan along the 
way to help get you where you want to go.

Your personal financial goals 
deserve a personal approach.

OakHeart Financial Group 
A private wealth advisory practice 
of Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

434.220.4671 
941 Glenwood Station Lane, Ste 203 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 
michael.s.hancock@ampf.com  
www.oakheartfinancialgroup.com
CA Insurance #0F50530 
AR license #2061936
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Your Place. Our Purpose.

Stunning, truly custom English Country-style 
residence set on nearly 7.5 manicured acres on 
highly coveted Garth Road. Constructed with 

premium finishes and unparalleled attention to 
detail. Lovely private landscaped setting.

$1,495,000
anitadunbar-realtor.com

Anita Dunbar  |  434.981.1421

2121 Garth Rd | Charlottesville

5 Chimneys, c. 1820, a classic brick farmhouse 
surrounded by mature hardwood trees with 

mountain views. 3 bedrooms and 2½ updated 
baths, country kitchen, 2 fireplaces, and a broad 

front porch. 50 acres of productive pasture.

$795,000 
montaguemiller.com/cmontague 
Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

Five Chimneys | Lexington

Extraordinary 664 acre farm ideally located at 
the base of the Blue Ridge in one of the prettiest 
valleys in the Piedmont. A perfect blend of rich 
grazing land and hardwood forest. 3 homes on 
the property, stocked lake and gorgeous views.

$3,750,000 
gravesmillfarmva.com

Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

    Graves Mill Farm | Madison

1411 Kendra Cir | Charlottesville

$910,000
montaguemiller.com/mls=582369 

Rives Bailey & Kelly Faillace  |  434.227.4449

Privacy, lovely views and prime building sites 
on 106 acres in southern Albemarle just 

20 minutes south of Charlottesville. 
Multiple streams, pond site, good pasture, 

hardwood forest, and plentiful wildlife. 

$595,000 
montaguemiller.com/cmontague 
Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

Cat Springs | Covesville

Stunning residence in the heart of Glenmore 
Country Club Community. Elegant floorplan 
with gourmet kitchen, living, dining area and 
great room. Master en suite, 5 beds, 4½ baths. 
Finished terrace level, screened porch and deck.

$629,000
anitadunbar-realtor.com

Anita Dunbar  |  434.981.1421

3303 Lockport | Keswick

MONTAGUEMILLER.COM  |  800.793.5393  |  CHARLOTTESVILLE  |  AMHERST  |  MADISON  |  CULPEPER  |  ORANGE

Surrounded by beautiful wooded & mountain 
views, this stunningly spacious home offers a 
flowing floorplan with oak flooring & natural 

light throughout the main level. First floor master 
suite, gourmet kitchen, and tasteful finishes.
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InvestmentNews. She also received the 
Heart of Financial Planning Award from the 
Financial Planning Association in November 
2018. Braxton owns Financial Fountains, 
and her financial advice has been highlight-
ed in several media outlets. 

Lisa Wechsler Childress (Col ’96) pub-
lished the second edition of her book, 
The Twenty-First Century University: 
Developing Faculty Engagement in 
Internationalization. The book identifies 
what successful universities have done 
to overcome endogenous challenges and 
successfully engage faculty in the inter-
nationalization process. Lisa’s husband, 
Trey Childress (Col ’97), is on sabbatical 
from Pepperdine University School of Law, 
where he has served as dean of faculty and 
professor of law, to serve as counselor on 
international law at the U.S. Department 
of State. Trey recently argued before the 
International Court of Justice at The  
Hague. 

Jamie Dreher (Col ’96), a lawyer with 
Downey Brand, was recognized at the 
Sacramento chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association’s ninth annual Night to Honor 
Service for his pro bono contributions. 

Veronica Jones (Col ’96 L/M) earned 
her master’s degree from the University 
of Southern California in May 2018 
and was named chief operating officer 
at the National Abortion Federation in 
Washington, D.C.

Andrew Graciano (Grad ’97, ’02) is a pro-
fessor of European art history and the di-
rector of graduate studies at the University 
of South Carolina’s School of Visual Art 
and Design. In March 2019 he will publish 
his fourth book: an edited volume called 
Visualizing the Body in Art, Anatomy, and 
Medicine since 1800: Models and Modeling. 
His most recent article was published in 
the Dutch journal Oud Holland in December 
2018. He is married with two children. 

James Hemmings (Col ’98 L/M) was 
elected to partner at the law firm Tucker 
Ellis. He represents clients including phar-
maceutical and medical device companies, 
and consumer and industrial product 

Professor, Psychiatry and Neurobehavioral Sciences 
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In 1865, Civil War veterans George and Joe O’Bryan had an idea - repurpose 
army tent material to make work pants. �e canvas cloth, known as “duck,” 

served as inspiration for their company trademark. Over a century later, 
Duck Head was “discovered” by brand savvy college students who began 
wearing Duck Head chinos to class, football games, spring break, even 

church. By 1990, the gold mallard became a symbol of southern sensibility 
from Austin to Nantucket. Today’s Duck Head remains true to its humble 

roots. We invite you to welcome back this American icon 
and join the revival.

www.DuckHead.com

Use code GOCAVS for free shipping on all orders at www.DuckHead.com.

�e Return of an Icon

2019 Spring Running of

GARTH ROAD, CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA 22901
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Visit us at foxfieldraces.com • Call us at 434-293-9501
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manufacturers at all levels of state and 
federal courts. 

Eric B. Johnson (Col ’99 L/M) was named 
executive director of Open Books in Chicago, 
a nonprofit education organization that 
provides literacy experiences. Johnson lives 
with his wife and two daughters in Chicago.

Jason Magill (Com ’99 L/M) and his wife, 
Jessica, welcomed their first child, Nicholas 
Jason, on Dec. 4, 2018. The family lives in 
Indianapolis. 

’00s
Ryan Coonerty (Law ’01) is the founder 
and host of a new podcast, “An Honorable 
Profession,” which profiles state and 
local leaders who are rising political stars. 
Coonerty is chair of the Santa Cruz County 
Board of Supervisors in California. 

Ryan P. Griswold (Engr ’02 L/M) and his 
wife, Caitlin, welcomed a daughter, Emma 
McBeth, on Oct. 31, 2018. The family lives 
in Darien, Connecticut.

Caryn Hartman (Grad ’02) published a 
new book, Dorje the Yak. The book, written 
in Tibetan and English, follows the journey 
of a tiny yak trying to find his place in the 
world. It tells the story of Dorje’s struggle, 
and the struggle of Tibet, to assert an iden-
tity in a quickly changing world. 

Marcus Holmes (Col ’02 L/M) has been 
awarded the College of William and Mary 
Alumni Association’s 2018 Alumni Faculty 
Fellowship Award for excellence in teach-
ing, research and mentorship.

Adam Kesselman (Col ’02) was named 
executive director of the Center for 
Ecoliteracy, a nonprofit dedicated to smart, 
hopeful and vital education for sustainable 
living in K-12 schools.

Anna Levin Rosen (Col ’02 L/M) is in her 
third year as executive director of Hillel at 
the University of Chicago, where she is re-
sponsible for the full range of activities in-
volving Jewish undergraduate and graduate 

ClassNotes
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students. The rabbi lives with her husband, 
Tal Rosen, and three children in Chicago, 
where they enjoy city living and being near 
the home of the Cubs.

Bill Woolf (Col ’02), executive direc-
tor of the Just Ask Prevention Project, 
received the 2018 Presidential Award for 
Extraordinary Efforts to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons. This honor is presented annual-
ly by the U.S. Secretary of State. 

Jessica Burrows Heald (Col ’03) and her 
husband, Darrin, welcomed their second 
daughter, Abigail Ada, on July 28, 2018. 
She joins big sister Charlotte Anna, age 
4. The family lives in Mirror Lake, New 
Hampshire. 

Hayden Lee (Col ’04 L/M) was named a 
partner at ShounBach, a Fairfax, Virginia, 
family law firm. Lee practices throughout 
Northern Virginia and Washington, D.C.

Jesse A. Placher (Col ’04 L/M) received 
the Jury Verdict Reporter’s 2018 Trial 
Lawyer Excellence Award. Placher, an 
attorney with Hinshaw and Culbertson 
who practices in Peoria, Illinois, focuses on 
the defense of medical malpractice claims. 
Placher was recognized for obtaining a 
defense jury verdict in a case in which 
the plaintiff was seeking $3.5 million in 
damages. 

Leslie Schultz Hobbs (Col ’05 L/M) and 
her husband, Cabell, welcomed their third 
child, Christiana Virginia, on Aug. 8, 2018. 
She joins brother Cabell Jr., age 5, and 
sister Carrington, 3. The family lives in 
Arlington, Virginia. 

Heather Jablonski Capparra (Col ’06 
L/M) and her husband, Michael, welcomed 
their third child, Mackenzie Grace, on 
Nov. 1, 2018. Mackenzie joins big brothers 
Mikey, 5, and Grayson, 2. The family lives 
in Stafford, Virginia.

Tim Witthoefft (Engr ’06 L/M) and Sarah 
Vannoy Witthoefft (Nurs ’06 L/M) wel-
comed their first child, Nathan Daniel, on 
Nov. 25, 2018. 

Owen Howlett (Arch ’07) was promoted 

to associate at Pickard Chilton, an interna-
tional architectural practice. 

James Erickson (Col ’08) and his wife, 
Jenna Brick Erickson (Nurs ’10), wel-
comed their fifth child, Anna Martha, on 
Sept. 20, 2018. Anna joins sister Julia 
Rose, 4, and three brothers: Benjamin, 
2; Joseph, 5; and Finley, 7. They live in 
Culpeper, Virginia, where Jenna works 
as a labor and delivery nurse at the UVA 
Culpeper Medical Center, and James 
teaches fifth grade at Grymes Memorial 
School in Orange, Virginia.

Evan Mulvihill (Col ’08, Med ’13) and 
his wife, Christine, welcomed their first 
child, Lucas Patrick, on Dec. 11, 2018. 
Mulvihill is a pediatric rheumatology 
fellow at Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
in Columbus, Ohio, and is completing his 
master’s in public health at Ohio State 
University. Christine is a pediatric clini-
cal pharmacist at Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital.

’10s
Michael O. Campbell (Res ’10) joined 
Eye Care and Vision Associates as an 
eye physician and surgeon. Campbell is a 
board-certified ophthalmologist specializing 
in wellness, cataract surgery and laser 
treatments. He lives in Orchard Park, New 
York.

Claire Acree Roebuck (Col ’11) joined 
Healthcare Management Partners as a 
senior associate. Roebuck brings six years 
of experience and specializes in health 
care strategy and planning, business  
analysis, and health system operations.

Matthew M. Ryals (Col ’11) earned his 
doctorate from the Biochemistry, Cellular 
and Molecular Biology Program of the 
Johns Hopkins School of Medicine.

Margaret “Meg” Szumski Grymes (Col 
’12) married Alex Grymes on Sept. 15, 
2018, in Richmond, Virginia, surrounded 
by many UVA alumni. The couple live in 
Washington, D.C. 

Looking to buy a home 
in Charlottesville?

Work with a Wahoo.

Tommy Brannock
COMM ’79

Charlottesville Native
(434) 981-1486
tbrannock@me.com

Follow Tommy on Instagram

W W W. LO R I N G WO O D R I F F. C O M

@ tommybrannock
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In Memoriam
’40s
Lloyd F. Miller (Engr ’44 
L/M) of Charlottesville died 
Aug. 1, 2018. At UVA, he was 
a member of the Trigon 
Society, Alpha Chi Sigma and 
Tau Beta Pi. After graduating 
from the U.S. Naval Reserve 
Midshipmen’s School, he 
commissioned as an ensign 
and received training at radar 
schools at Harvard University 
and Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. A graduate of 
submarine school, he served 
in World War II on the USS 
Blueback in the Pacific Fleet. 
He continued to serve in the 
Naval Reserve until 1982, 
when he retired as com-
mander after 40 years of ser-
vice. Mr. Miller worked for 
Eastman Kodak from 1946 
until 1983 as a development 
engineer. After retiring as 
director of corporate systems 
development and service, he 
returned to Charlottesville 
in 1983. He was active in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Virginia 
and involved with the estab-
lishment of the Schoolhouse 
Thrift Shop, where he served 
as treasurer in its early years. 
He enjoyed UVA athletics, golf, 
and his annual winter trips to 
Florida and summer vacations 
to North Carolina and Virginia 
beaches. Survivors include 
two children; four grandchil-
dren, including Cassandra 
Dovel (Col ’04) and Elizabeth 
Dovel (Col ’07); and three 
great-grandchildren. 

’50s
John J. Loflin (Col ’51 L/M) 
of Easton, Maryland, died 
Oct. 11, 2018. He served in the 
U.S. Air Force before attend-
ing UVA, then went on to earn 
his law degree from Columbia 
University Law School in 1955. 
He lived in Rye, New York, 
for 35 years and worked for 
the firm Kelley Drye; the firm 
Lord Day and Lord, Barrett 
Smith; and the city of New 
York. He argued many cases 
in his career, including two 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
His work took him around the 
world, including to England, 
Lebanon and Japan, before 
he and his wife retired to 
Maryland in 1994. Mr. Loflin’s 
childhood on the Gulf Coast 
contributed to a lifelong love of 
boats, swimming, fishing and 
the ocean. He enjoyed sailing 
and tennis, travel, awful puns 
and celebrating with family 
and friends. He was known for 
his kindness, generosity and 
fairness. Mr. Loflin was prede-
ceased by his first wife, Bonnie 
Green Loflin. Survivors include 
his wife, Ann Henry Loflin; five 
children; and 11 grandchildren. 

James W. “Dick” Riddell 
(Law ’51) of McLean, Virginia, 
died Sept. 5, 2018. He grew up 
in Richmond, Virginia, and 
enlisted in the Marine Corps 
a week after the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. He served in the 
1st Marine Division beginning 
with the Guadalcanal cam-
paign and received a bronze 
star for action on Peleliu. He 
returned to Parris Island, 

South Carolina, in 1945 as 
a drill instructor preparing 
new recruits for the expected 
invasion of Japan. After grad-
uating from UVA, he worked 
at the U.S. Tax Court before 
moving to Capitol Hill to serve 
as tax counsel to the House 
of Representatives Ways and 
Means Committee. There, 
among other accomplish-
ments, he drafted the legisla-
tion creating the funding for 
the U.S. Interstate Highway 
System. After serving on the 
Hill, he entered private prac-
tice in Washington, D.C., and 
specialized in corporate taxa-
tion. He was an accomplished 
gardener, avid fisherman, 
woodworking enthusiast, 
bird hunter, history buff and 
opera aficionado. He loved 
dogs, wild trout, Virginia, 
Paris, the American West, 
wildflowers and, above all, 
his family. Survivors include 
his wife, Helen Murphy 
Riddell (Educ ’50 L/M); a 
son, Richard Riddell (Col ’82 
L/M); a daughter; and five 
grandchildren.

F. Lewis “Lew” Barroll 
Jr. (Col ’52 L/M) of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Michigan, died 
Aug. 18, 2018. At UVA, he was a 
manager of the football team, 
a resident of the Lawn, and a 
member of Delta Phi frater-
nity (St. Elmo Hall), T.I.L.K.A. 
and the IMP Society. Having 
served as a U.S. Air Force intel-
ligence officer in the Korean 
War, Mr. Barroll had a strong 
sense of duty to his country. 
He spent 36 years at Ford 
Motor Co. as an executive 
in the European and South 

American markets. His first 
and most fortuitous assign-
ment was in Brussels, Belgium, 
where he was introduced to 
his wife. After time in Belgium 
and Detroit, they settled per-
manently in Grosse Pointe 
Farms in 1972. A member of 
the Society of the Cincinnati, 
he was proud of the Americans 
who came before him, and he 
enjoyed visiting Revolutionary 
War battle sites. Mr. Barroll 
was a loyal and trusted 
friend who was devoted to 
his family, which he consid-
ered his proudest achieve-
ment. Survivors include his 
wife, Wendy; two daughters, 
including Patricia Barroll 
Sellman (Col ’86); and five 
grandchildren.

Richard B. “Dick” 
Britton (Col ’53 L/M) of 
Charlottesville died Oct. 3, 
2018. He served in the U.S. 
Army from 1953 to 1955 before 
returning to the University to 
do graduate work and work 
for the Research Laboratory 
for Engineering Sciences. His 
work for the Ion Physics Corp. 
in Burlington, Massachusetts, 
took the family to the Boston 
area and then to Long 
Island, where he worked 
on superconducting mag-
nets at Brookhaven National 
Laboratory. He held several 
patents in the areas of super-
conductivity and mechanical 
design. He became fascinated 
with cars at a young age, and 
they remained an import-
ant part of his personal and 
professional life. At age 15, he 
built a car for only $45 using a 
Model T chassis, and he drove 
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it 2,000 miles to Montreal 
and back, as covered by the 
Daily Progress in 1948. One 
year prior, he represented 
Charlottesville in the National 
Soap Box Derby in Akron, Ohio. 
Inventing improvements to 
the internal combustion 
engine and machining them 
himself in his shop was a 
lifelong passion. Survivors 
include a son, a daughter, two 
grandchildren and two sisters.

Richard Irwin Miller (Col 
’54 L/M) of Norfolk, Virginia, 
died June 24, 2018. While 

at UVA, he was a member of 
ROTC as a Jefferson Sabre 
and president of Zeta Beta Tau 
fraternity. After graduation, 
he served in the U.S. Army as 
a platoon leader at the North 
Pole, among other duty sta-
tions. He was the general man-
ager of the family-owned busi-
ness Ocean View Amusement 
Park in Norfolk and of Seaside 
Amusement Park in Virginia 
Beach, which he owned along 
with Delmar Propane Gas 
and Cleveland Street Bingo. 
Mr. Miller enjoyed attending 
local sporting events, and he 

supported many of the arts 
organizations in Hampton 
Roads, including Virginia 
Symphony Orchestra and 
Virginia Stage Company. He 
served on the board of direc-
tors for the Virginia Opera 
and proudly performed in the 
group scenes of three opera 
performances. He loved travel-
ing, going to the movies, break-
fast on Sundays at Pocahontas 
and his 40-year tradition of 
Tuesday night poker with 
friends. Mr. Miller was a tower 
of strength to his extended 
family and welcomed 

everyone to his proverbial 
family table. Survivors include 
a son; two daughters, including 
Dorianne Miller Villani (Col 
’80 L/M); seven grandchil-
dren; one great-granddaugh-
ter; and a sister.

Ronald T. Buckingham 
(Col ’57, Law ’60 L/M) of 
Jacksonville, Florida, died 
Sept. 11, 2018. After earn-
ing his law degree, he and his 
wife moved to Jacksonville, 
where Mr. Buckingham began 
a career of nearly 60 years 
with the firms Jennings, 

JOHN B. “JACK” SYER   |  FEB. 22, 1939 — JAN. 1, 2019

Syer righted course of  
UVA Alumni Association
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ormer president of the University of 
Virginia Alumni Association John 
Ballard “Jack” Syer (Col ’61 L/M) 
died in Charlottesville on Jan. 1, 

2019, after a four-year battle with amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis.

Syer joined the Alumni Association in 
1993 following a career as an executive at 
several companies in the Hampton Roads 
region of Virginia, where he grew up. 

“He was instrumental in rebuilding 
the trust with the University and the 
[Association’s governing] board,” says 
Donna Arehart (Com ’79), whom Syer 
hired as chief financial officer in 1995.

When he took over the Alumni Asso-
ciation, Arehart says, it was struggling 
financially and had strained relations with 

the University. Syer helped rebuild the 
Association’s depleted endowment and 
improve University relations.

Syer “was capable of defending the 
Alumni Association and its interests to 
Carr’s Hill, and at the same time doing it 
in a way that everyone appreciated,” says 
former association Board of Managers 
chair Richard Tilghman (Col ’62 L/M).

“He was the consummate gentleman,” 
Arehart says. “Always the diplomat. A 
master negotiator.”

He was especially proud, she says, of 
the creation of the Jefferson Trust, an 
endowment that supports donor-chosen 
projects that benefit the University. The 
fund, which has grown to more than $30 
million, has awarded more than $7 million 
in grants since its inception in 2006.

Syer helped position the Association 
“as an organization that could develop 
new things, nurture them to the point of 
maturity and then see them make a great 
contribution to the University,” Tilghman 
says. 

Beyond his accomplishments, Syer was 
known for his generous leadership.

“Jack was an exceptionally kind and 

gentle man, and he maintained a great 
sense of humor no matter the circum-
stances,” wrote former Virginia Magazine 
editor Robert Viccellio (Col ’92) in an 
email. “He was an effective and inclusive 
leader at the Alumni Association—Jack 
had a genuine interest in the lives of all the 
people he worked with.”

Syer maintained an open-door policy 
for staff and alumni, though in the office 
“he was almost helpless” because he didn’t 
know how to type, says his longtime execu-
tive assistant Joyce Shiflett. Nevertheless, 
she says, “it was such a joy working with 
him.” 

Following his retirement in 2006, 
Syer served on the council of the Focused 
Ultrasound Foundation and enjoyed paint-
ing, golfing and visiting World War II battle 
sites in Europe.

Survivors include his wife, Virginia; two 
children, John B. Syer Jr. (Col ’87 L/M) 
and Virginia Syer Genereux (Darden ’92); 
his daughter-in-law, Beth Vaughan Syer 
(Col ’85 L/M); and four granddaughters, 
including Vaughan Syer (Col ’19 L/M) and 
Virginia Syer (Col ’21). 

          —Sarah Poole

F
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Watts, Clarke and Hamilton; 
Matthews Osborne and 
Ehrlich; and Milne and 
Buckingham. He was known 
among his colleagues and cli-
ents as a man of unwavering 
honesty, integrity, fairness and 
loyalty. Active in his church 
and a founder of the Episcopal 
School of Jacksonville, he 
served as a Faith Alive coor-
dinator and supported many 
local and national charities. 
Mr. Buckingham treasured 
his Saturday mornings with 
Saturday Experiment, his 
monthly lunch gatherings 
with Honey-Do’s and watch-
ing sports on TV with his best 
buddies. He was an avid fan 
of the Boston Red Sox, and 
Ted Williams was one of his 
heroes. Above all, he cher-
ished his family. Survivors 
include his wife, Catherine 
Brooke; two children; and two 
grandchildren.

Glenn J. Eckard (Engr ’58) 
of Oak Harbor, Washington, 
died Oct. 25, 2018. After serv-
ing two years in the U.S. Navy, 
where he met and married his 
wife, he moved to the Seattle 
area to work for the Boeing 
Co. as an engineer. He earned 
a master of aeronautics and 
astronautics degree from the 
University of Washington 
in 1965. He retired from 
Boeing in 1994 after 34 years. 
Survivors include two sons, a 
grandson and his sister.

Warren Page Brubaker 
(Educ ’59 L/M) of Luray, 
Virginia, died July 3, 2018. 
At UVA, he was a member of 
the Glee Club and student 
council. Mr. Brubaker taught 
math in public schools of 
Virginia, including Albemarle, 
Lunenburg and Frederick 
counties, for 13 years and 
served on or chaired the 

Shenandoah County School 
Board for more than four 
years. He was licensed as a 
lay minister with the Virginia 
Christian Missionary Society 
in 1958. After earning his 
bachelor’s in divinity in 1963 
from what is now Lexington 
Theological Seminary, he was 
ordained at Luray Christian 
Church. He served congrega-
tions in Kentucky and Virginia 
for 43 years and with the 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). After retiring in 
2002, he served more than 
three years in interim min-
istries. Survivors include his 
wife, Virginia Belle Tharpe 
(Nurs ’59 L/M); a daughter; 
son, David Warren Brubaker 
(Col ’85 L/M); six grandchil-
dren; two sisters; and three 
brothers.

’60s
Stewart E. Farrar (Col ’69, 
Law ’72) of Richmond, 
Virginia, died July 7, 2018. 
While at UVA, he was a mem-
ber of Army ROTC and was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa 
before graduating with honors. 
He later served as a military 
policeman in the U.S. Army. 
During his college summers, 
he worked as a park ranger in 
Shenandoah National Park. He 
started a private practice in his 
hometown of Luray, Virginia, 
before moving to Richmond 
in 1979 to join the State 
Corporation Commission, 
where he served in various 
positions before retiring as 
solicitor general in 2000. In 
retirement, Mr. Farrar con-
sulted for multiple regulatory 
utilities, including Dominion 
Energy, and served as a judge 
for moot court competitions at 
the UVA Law School. He loved 
the outdoors, and he especially 

enjoyed spending time at his 
cabin in Nelson County. He 
had a dry wit and was devoted 
to his family. Survivors include 
his wife, Carol; and his daugh-
ter, Molly Kathleen Farrar 
(Col ’11 L/M).

’70s
Robert “Doc” Benjamin 
(Law ’70 L/M) of Sarasota, 
Florida, died Oct. 2, 2018. 
He graduated in 1967 from 
Union College in Schenectady, 
New York, and earned 
his law degree from UVA 
before earning his mas-
ter of laws from New York 
University School of Law 
in 1974. An accomplished 
attorney, Mr. Benjamin 
practiced for 15 years in the 
New York City area, where 
he also served five years as 
an adjunct professor of law 
at the Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law at Yeshiva 
University and two years as 
director of the International 
Tax Institute. In 1988, Mr. 
Benjamin accepted a position 
with the firm Williams Parker 
Harrison Dietz and Getzen in 
Sarasota, where he practiced 
business and tax law for the 
remainder of his career. He 
took great pride in serving his 
clients and the community. 
Mr. Benjamin served on the 
board and as legal counsel for 
the Sarasota Opera. He helped 
found the Sarasota chapter of 
the Association for Corporate 
Growth, and he served on the 
boards of Community Health 
Corp. and FCCI Insurance 
Group, for which he also 
served as counsel. An avid 
sports fan, his favorite team 
was the New York Yankees. 
He was known for his sense of 
humor, passion for storytell-
ing, and willingness to help 

and mentor those around 
him. “Papa Doc” cherished 
time spent with his family 
and loved to recount stories of 
family trips and time together. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Susan; a daughter; a grand-
daughter; and one sister. 

Michael P. Weinstein 
(Col ’71 L/M), originally 
of Yonkers, New York, died 
Sept. 10, 2018. At UVA, he was 
a member of the Jefferson 
Society and a founding brother 
of the Sigma Alpha Mu frater-
nity. After graduating from 
Brooklyn Law School, he prac-
ticed for years with the state 
of New York, specializing in 
Clean Water Act cases and, 
later, nursing home regulatory 
and compliance issues, before 
retiring to Amelia Island, 
Florida. Mr. Weinstein was 
a talented rock and jazz gui-
tarist and, as a student, often 
jammed at Charlottesville’s 
Prism Coffeehouse. He was 
known for his snarky sense of 
humor and heartfelt socio-
political enthusiasms, as well 
as his love of the New York 
Yankees and skiing. Survivors 
include a son, two daughters, 
three grandchildren and his 
sister.

James Dabney Settle (Grad 
’75) of Forest, Virginia, for-
merly of Amherst, Virginia, 
died Nov. 12, 2018. He served 
in the U.S. Army. After earn-
ing his bachelor’s degree 
from Washington and Lee 
University, he taught at Nelson 
County High School for a 
year before attending grad-
uate school. He entered the 
Foreign Service with the U.S. 
Information Agency for three 
years and served with the U.S. 
Embassy in Lima, Peru, for 
two years. Upon his return to 
the U.S., he began a career with 
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United Way. Mr. Settle served 
as a chief professional in cities 
in Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Georgia, Texas 
and Iowa. The family enjoyed 
life in each unique location. 
Mr. Settle and his wife retired 
to central Virginia in 2001. A 
voracious reader and exuber-
ant raconteur, he was profi-
cient in five languages and had 
a flair for humor and drama. 
He could answer the most 
obscure questions and could 
have been Google himself. 
His library was immense and 
his memory almost infallible. 
Survivors include two sons 
and one sister, Leah Settle 
Gibbs (Educ ’83 L/M).

Charles H.E. “Chick” Smith 
Sr. (Educ ’76) of Princess 
Anne, Maryland, died Sept. 
23, 2018. He served in the 
U.S. Army. After receiving a 
diploma from Norfolk State 
University, he went on to 
earn his bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees in history from 
Virginia State University and 
his doctorate in social stud-
ies education from UVA. He 
served as a fellow at several 
schools, including Union 
College in New York and 
Howard University, and he 
completed advanced gradu-
ate study at the University of 
Maryland. Mr. Smith’s teach-
ing career spanned 37 years 
in schools and institutions 
across Virginia and Maryland, 
including elementary and 
high schools; the University 
of Maryland, Eastern Shore; 
and the Eastern Correctional 
Institution in Westover, 
Maryland. He was a member of 
Kappa Phi Kappa educational 
fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha 
and the Virginia Teachers 
Association. Active in the 
community, he served with the 
NAACP and on the boards of 

several organizations, includ-
ing Shore-Up and Lower Shore 
Enterprises, where he was the 
first African-American pres-
ident. He was a Boy Scouts 
scoutmaster in Exmore, 
Virginia, and served in sev-
eral positions at Mt. Calvary 
United Methodist Church in 
Fruitland, Maryland, including 
chair of the council on minis-
tries and church historian. He 
wrote Calvary: An Oral History. 
Survivors include his son, four 
grandchildren and a sister.

Scott Coverdale Brittain 
(Col ’78, Darden ’83) of 
Nashville, Tennessee, died 
Oct. 15, 2018. At UVA, where 
he majored in English, he was 
president of Zeta Psi frater-
nity. After earning his MBA, he 
joined the corporate finance 
department at J.C. Bradford 
and Co. In 1991, he joined 
Corporate Communications, 
where he served as senior vice 
president. Mr. Brittain spent 
many happy summers as a 
camper and counselor at the 
camp founded by his grandfa-
ther, Hy-Lake Camp for Boys, 
which instilled in him lifelong 
values and a deep love for 
the outdoors. He was known 
for his intellect, quick wit, 
kindness and calm, patient 
approach to life. He took chal-
lenges in stride and persevered 
with quiet determination. His 
many gifts included the abil-
ities to find the humor in life 
and to tell stories that made 
others laugh almost as hard 
in the hearing as he laughed 
in the telling. Mr. Brittain 
loved great books, good music, 
lively discussions of ideas and 
spending long hours in an 
Arkansas duck blind with his 
best friend. He had the capac-
ity for spontaneous silliness 
that endlessly entertained his 
family and friends. Survivors 

include his wife, Betsy; four 
children; and three sisters, 
including Claire Brittain 
Kimmel (Col ’75 L/M) and 
Ellen Brittain Williams 
(Darden ’86).

’80s
Greg T. Ehrensing (Col ’80) 
of Corte Madera, California, 
died Aug. 9, 2018. He worked 
in the oil industry for more 
than 30 years. He was an avid 
adventurer and orienteerer, 
and his passion for world study 
and travel was unsurpassed. 
He was known for his intelli-
gence, humor and great heart. 
Survivors include his brother.

William B. “Bill” Lucas 
(Law ’80 L/M) of Raleigh, 
North Carolina, died Nov. 29, 
2018. He attended the College 
of William and Mary prior to 
enlisting in the U.S. Navy in 
1942 at age 17. He completed 
the Navy V-12 officer train-
ing program and served as 
the executive officer on a tank 
landing ship in the Pacific 
Theater and in the occupation 
force of Japan. After his ser-
vice, he completed his degree 
and went on to earn a law 
degree from UVA. He worked 
as legal counsel for Fieldcrest 
Mills in Eden, North Carolina, 
and as general counsel for 
Wheat, First Securities in 
Richmond, Virginia, before 
retiring in 1989. Survivors 
include his wife, Ann; daugh-
ter Jane Lucas Smith (Com 
’77 L/M); two sons; and five 
grandchildren.

Robert S. Koelsch (Col ’82 
L/M) of Austin, Texas, died 
Sept. 17, 2018. He was a mem-
ber of Phi Delta Theta frater-
nity at UVA before finishing 
his degree at the University of 

Texas, Austin. Following grad-
uation, he worked in the Texas 
legislature for the lieutenant 
governor before moving to 
Washington, D.C., to serve 
on the staff of U.S. Sen. Lloyd 
Bentsen. He later received his 
law degree with honors from 
South Texas College of Law 
and served as an editor on the 
law review. After working for 
the Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office, he practiced 
in Houston and in Austin. 
A descendant of Ezekiel 
Thomas, an original member 
of the Stephen F. Austin col-
ony, Mr. Koelsch was a mem-
ber of the Sons of the Republic 
of Texas and the Sons of the 
American Revolution. He was 
beloved by his friends and 
family. Survivors include two 
sons, a sister, two stepsisters, 
his mother and his stepfather.

Lori Rene Roane (Col ’86) of 
Bowie, Maryland, died March 
25, 2018. She and her brother 
were encouraged to attend 
UVA by their father, who could 
not attend the school after 
graduating from high school in 
Virginia in the mid-1950s. She 
studied foreign affairs, which 
contributed to her passion 
for other cultures. In her job 
with the U.S. Department of 
State as a data management 
analyst, she provided training 
on data programs and worked 
to ensure great efficiency. 
She was a faithful member of 
Zonta International, a global 
organization that empowers 
women. She loved her time at 
UVA, continuing the lifelong 
friendships that she estab-
lished there and attending 
the Black Alumni Weekend in 
April 2017. Survivors include 
her daughter; a brother, Marc 
W. Roane (Col ’90); and two 
sisters.
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Retrospect

Recognized as the mother of American 
modernism, painter Georgia O’Keeffe 
earned fame for her work in both New 
York City and the American Southwest. 
But her summers at UVA in her 20s 
were pivotal in helping develop her 
artistic vision. 

From 1912 to 1916, O’Keeffe daily 
traversed Grounds as a student and an 
instructor, capturing the light on famil-
iar landmarks in her artwork.

Fr o m  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 8  t h r o u g h 
January 2019, in celebration of this 
early influence in her work, UVA’s 
Fralin Museum of Art hosted an 
exhibition of her watercolor stud-
ies: Unexpected O’Keeffe: The Virginia 
Watercolors and Later Paintings. 

O’Keeffe went on to earn the 1985 
National Medal of Arts for her con-
tribution to American culture, a year 
before her death. 

GEORGIA 
O’KEEFFE’S 
UVA YEARS
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Both untitled paintings by Georgia O’Keeffe—of the West Lawn and the Rotunda—were part 
of a series of watercolors created during her years studying and teaching on Grounds.

Georgia O’Keeffe at the University of Virginia, 
photographer unknown
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Earlysville. Privacy. Minutes from town.  
First floor master suite. 4.6 acres.  

$495,000

Vintage cottage.   
Across from Alumni Hall.

$450,000

Ivy area. Outdoor fireplace, stream,  
gardens, pool, open floor plan. 

$650,000

Glenmore. Energy efficient for today’s easy 
one-level living. So much to love!  

$648,000

Western Ridge. Heart of Crozet.  
Clubhouse, tennis, pool and trails.  

$415,000

Grandfathered rental history.  
Option to purchase both.  

Call for price.

Pavilion V, White Gables. Beautiful, sunlit 
end unit. Water and mountain views. 

$715,000

Woolen Mills. New construction.  
Walk and bike to downtown.   

$595,000

1951 Lewis Mountain Road. Gardens, garage, 
separate entrance, income potential. 

$625,000

SPRING INTO THE MARKET

sallydubose.com

505 Faulconer Drive   .   One Boar’s Head Point   .   Charlottesville, VA   .   434.293.2828

SOLD



sallydubose.com

S P R I N G  I N  T H E  C I T Y

The Graves-Gilmer House.

True to its 19th Century form, 
the residence blends original 
with remarkable features. Copper 
roof, exposed brick walls, period 
doors, heart-of-pine floors, and the 
staircase reclaim the spirit of an 
Eastlake Victorian. 

The footprint has been expanded 
and updated for easy, one-level 
living. Fireplace in master bedroom, 
cozy kitchen and family room. 
Fabulous outdoor fireplace, water 
feature and screened porch. 
Gardener’s paradise. Large lot 
with division right in a designated 
historic district, six blocks from the 
downtown mall.

$2,300,000 

PARK STREET
VICTORIAN

Charlottesville (c. 1860)

C O M E  H O M E  T O  U V A
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Sally Du Bose
principal broker 
(Educ. ‘81),  Univ. of Denver (M.S. ‘82)

434.981.0289   |  sally@sallydubose.com

Designed by Milton Grigg, c. 1938, nestled on two lots. Heart-pine 
flooring, hand-made slate, geothermal system, Highland whole house 
generator, two-car garage. Spectacular Boxwoods, circular driveway, 
carriage house. Privacy, elegance, and charm. Simply put, a classic.

$5,500,000

255 FARMINGTON DRIVE

C O M E  H O M E  T O  U V A



SAFEGUARD DEMOCRACY • ADDRESS RACE • ENSURE NATIONAL SECURITY

Insights from White House and cabinet of� cials, scholars, journalists, and opinion leaders.  
Participants include:

Madeleine Albright • Melody Barnes • Andy Card • Ann Compton • John Dickerson • Tom Donilon • Chris Matthews • Mack McLarty 
Jon Meacham • John Negroponte • Deval Patrick • Robert Rubin • Larry Sabato • Marc Short • Frances Townsend • Many More . . .

FOR MORE INFO & TO REGISTER, VISIT
prezfest.org

MAY 21–23, 2019
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 

A THREE-DAY EXPLORATION OF DEMOCRACY 
AND THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY

MCPrezfest_VirginiaMag_BackCover_8.25x8.25.indd   1 2/12/19   3:21 PM
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