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401 Park Street
Charlottesville, VA 22902

(434) 977-4005
lwoodriff@loringwoodriff.com

W W W. L O R I N G W O O D R I F F. C O M

STRONG VIEWS ON 13 FARMINGTON ACRES

2155 DOGWOOD LANE  •  $5,995,000
Sited on one of Farmington’s largest, most beautiful 
parcels, ‘Treetops’ is a center hall Georgian constructed 
in 2001 to uncompromising standards. Distinguished 6 
bedroom, 8 bath residence enjoys panoramic Blue Ridge 
views & Ivy Creek frontage. Features includes triple 
hung windows, 4 fireplaces (1 outdoor at rear porch), 
and remarkable Gaston & Wyatt millwork at every turn. 
Charming, immaculate guest cottage. MLS# 560048

A 23 ACRE FREE UNION COUNTRY ESTATE

2437 CHAPEL SPRING LANE • $1,695,000
Set in absolute tranquility and privacy yet with panoramic 
Blue Ridge views, this dramatic Georgian has been 
updated and expanded brilliantly. Russell Skinner designed 
the stunning great room addition and Charles Stick, 
the arresting landscape design. 2 large covered porches. 
Formal gardens, tennis court, fire pit, magical outdoor 
gathering areas and water views. 15 minutes west of town, 
in the heart of Free Union estate country. MLS# 567008

AN INCREDIBLE RENOVATION IN IVY

3520 ROCKS MILL LANE  •  $1,750,000
Tucked privately at the back of a cul de sac, on arguably 
the nicest parcel in the neighborhood, this stately colonial 
was comprehensively renovated to the highest standards by 
Shelter. Open kitchen at the core of the wonderful floor plan 
is a chef-designed masterpiece: 2 dishwashers, Tasmanian 
blackwood island counter top, Calcutta marble perimeter 
counters & back splashes & to-die-for hardware selections. 
Equally stunning master bath w/ heated floors. MLS# 581342

STUNNING 109 ACRES - W. ALBEMARLE

7284 BLACKWELLS HOLLOW ROAD  •  $1,400,000
Gorgeous 360 mountain views on 109 acres of rolling, 
open land w/ multiple, flowing streams, pasture & hay 
fields. Approximately 45% of the land in forest with 5 total 
streams fed by underground springs & from the adjoining 
Shenandoah National Park. Completely restored 2 bed 
cottage, add’l outbuildings for farm use. Hunting on the 
property w/ trails. New mile long 3 plank fence, 3 wells. 25 
mins to town. Marcela Foshay (540) 314-6550. MLS# 582532

SHELTER-BUILT RESIDENCE ON THE MECHUMS

2430 RIVER RIDGE ROAD  •  $1,695,000
Built in 1999, this light-filled custom home on 14 private 
acres provides thoughtfully designed floorplan of 6,200 sq 
ft. Updates include great room w/ 12 ft ceilings, gourmet 
kitchen w/ top-of-the-line appliances, 2 master suites, 
finished basement w/ full bath, sauna, & screened in porch, 
3-car garage. Neighborhood & country living meld at this 
tranquil property in the Meriwether Lewis district & less than 
10 mins to town. Liz Raney (434) 242-3889. MLS# 581059

TIMELESS APPEAL OFF GARTH ROAD AND UNDER 8 MINUTES FROM TOWN

AN IDEAL FLOOR PLAN 5 MINUTES WEST OF TOWN

2210 CAMARGO DRIVE
$1,250,000

With exceptional curb appeal 
and premium construction 
quality in the Meriwether 
Lewis district, this 5 bedroom, 
4.5 bathroom stone and 
hardiplank residence built in 
2007 by Jacques Homes offers 
an excellent modern floor plan 
including 1st floor master, 
open casual living spaces and 
wonderful extras like a covered 

porch off the family room overlooking the private backyard, roughed-in kitchen, screening & wine 
tasting rooms on lower level, 2 fireplaces, 3-car garage & 2 bluestone rear patios. Ivy Farms is a quiet, 
established, family-friendly neighborhood located less than 10 mins west of town. MLS# 580821 

1255 INGLECRESS DRIVE
$1,279,000

Tucked off a quiet cul de 
sac, this stone & true stucco, 
5 bedroom home with 
copper roof offers a spot-on 
floor plan, plenty of level 
lawn, privacy & an endless 
list of noteworthy, custom 
details. The light-drenched, 
eat-in kitchen adjacent to 
family room opens to a large 
deck. Terrace level includes 

private office with extensive maple built-ins, guest suite, theater room, wine cellar / tasting room 
& an amazing bar / casual gathering area. 1st floor master with 2 walk-ins, private deck, tray 
ceilings & huge bathroom. Ivy Creek traverses the back of the 3 acre parcel. MLS# 582614

3396 FOX MOUNTAIN ROAD • $2,195,000
This idyllic country estate offers 157 tranquil, protected acres adjacent to other estates, 
20-25 minutes west of Charlottesville. The welcoming residence was reconstructed on 
the current, stunning homesite in 1991 by Gibson Magerfield of reclaimed, c. 1800 
materials. High ceilings, wide plank pine floors, antique mantels & stunning wainscoting 
abound. The core structure has only been enhanced with the addition of guest suites 
and modern systems. A remarkable barn and log guest cabin complete the offering, 
all located in absolute privacy yet with sweeping mountain views. MLS# 581764

IMMACULATE 157 ACRE WESTERN ALBEMARLE ESTATE - EXCELLENT VIEWS

1 NW WESLEY CHAPEL ROAD • $1,845,000
The open, gently rolling fields of this magnificent estate parcel are not only embraced on 2 sides by 
staggering Blue Ridge views; they are also bordered by privacy-enhancing, manicured woodlands & 
traversed by a year-round stream. Access is via a driveway over a lovely 3 acre pond where mountain 
vistas are backdrop to the water views. Truly, this land offering seems art directed by Mother Nature 
to insure that all visitors are stopped in their tracks by its beauty. Adjacent, multi-million dollar 
properties are under conservation easement thus this setting won’t change. Under conservation 
easement with no further divisions. 15 mins to Charlottesville by paved roads only. MLS# 582710

MAGNIFICENT 47 ACRE FREE UNION PARCEL WITH VIEWS AND WATER
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MCLEAN FAULCONER INC.
Farm, Estate and Residential Brokers

WWW.MCLEANFAULCONER.COM

503 Faulconer Drive
Charlottesville · VA · 22903
p: 434.295.1131 f: 434.293.7377
e: homes@mcleanfaulconer.com

THE CHIMNEYS ◆ $3,300,000
273-acre farming estate in Madison County, 
base of Blue Ridge Mountains. Spectacular 
home with many improvements in a magnificent 
setting. MLS#554020

www.thechimneysfarm.com

GARTH ROAD ESTATE ◆ $2,950,000
Magnificent brick Georgian, over 5,400 finished 
square feet, 5 spacious en suite bedrooms, main 
level master, superb quality details and expert 
craftsmanship throughout.  21 private acres, just 
5 miles west of town.   MLS#574512

AVENTADOR ◆ $2,950,000
Like-new Georgian home, over 10,000 finished 
square feet, 6 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths, 
main-level master, guest home. 39 acres (up to
300 ac.) panoramic pastoral and mountain views 
just 16 miles from Charlottesville. 

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,350,000
Traditional and private 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath 
residence on beautiful, elevated 2 acres and a 
short walk to trails. Immaculate, renovated, 
with open floor plan, two master suites, pool, 
pavilion, and two-car garage. MLS#572215

BRAMBLEWOOD
Stunning, 522-acre private sanc-
tuary in the Southwest Mountains 
and heart of Keswick. Impressive 
grounds, farm and manor home—
built circa 2008—with the highest 
quality craftsmanship and mate-
rials, and great attention paid to 
every unique detail. Over 14,000 
finished square feet of gracious liv-
ing space, with two other homes,  
large barn, 2 ponds & creeks.  
MLS#581157 
Visit:www.bramblewoodva.com

ARCOURT ◆ $2,490,000
French-inspired, custom stone home tucked 
away on 22 acres in Keswick Hunt Country, with 
superb quality construction and details. Three-
stall stable; spacious carriage home; fenced for 
horses in a beautiful, private setting. 

TOTIER HILLS FARM
$2,975,000

Exquisite brick residence, over 
9,000 finished sq. ft., private-
ly situated on almost 100 roll-
ing acres within 15 minutes of 
Charlottesville. Built circa 2001 
of best quality materials with ex-
pert craftsmanship,meticulously 
maintained. Other improvements 
include a swimming pool, terrac-
es, pool pavilion and detached 
garage/shop. MLS#571634

www.totierhillsfarm.com

1930 THOMSON ROAD ◆ $1,195,000
Quiet residential street, one block to UVA. 
Completely renovated, 4 bedroom, 3 full baths, 2 
half baths, circa 1928 arts and crafts style, mod-
ern kitchen, baths, hardwood floors throughout, 
1 bedroom terrace apartment. MLS#566332

WILLIAM COX HOME ◆ $1,200,000
HISTORIC, circa 1770 residence, new additions, 
total 10,000 square feet, home has large public 
rooms, 28 acres, Blue Ridge Mountain views, 
river frontage, barns and cottage. A magnificent 
tract of land and private setting. MLS#581306

FARMINGTON ◆ $1,550,000
Classic brick residence with grand facade and 
breathtaking views in a most serene & private 
setting on 2.3 acre. Large formal rooms and 
custom-designed kitchen are well suited for en-
tertaining. 2-car garage, full walk-out basement. 
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◆ MOUNT SHARON ◆
One of Virginia’s most magnificent historic estates 
showcasing panoramic views of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and Coastal Plains. Situated  of  on over 
560+ acres with circa 1937 Georgian Revival-style 
residence. More land available. MLS#577900

BRIGHT RIVER ◆ $645,000
Unique log and frame 4 BR residence—original-
ly an early 19th century log home—on 10+ pri-
vate acres in Madison County. Long frontage on 
mountain trout stream.  Caretaker’s cottage and 
2-car garage with loft area above. MLS#562561

GLENDOWER ◆ $3,250,000
C. 1808 manor home containing 8,500± sq.ft., 
built on a lovely knoll surrounded by stately mature 
trees and 423+ acres of rolling Virginia countryside. 
The property is further improved with a circa 1776 
cottage, a schoolhouse and a barn. MLS#582621 

LOCUST GROVE TAVERN ◆ $1,495,000
Current owners have completed a magnificent ren-
ovation of this historic property originally built in 
1812 and  enlarged in 1857. Spacious and charm-
ing rooms with original architectural details. Con-
venient to Charlottesville and UVA.  MLS#579971

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,345,000
Immaculate and completely renovated home on 
one of the largest lots in Ednam. Designed by Peter 
Sheeran, this home sits on 3.7 private acres 10 
minutes from UVA. Highlights include 1st-floor 
master suite and striking stone FP in great room. 

HESSIAN ROAD ◆ $2,595,000
Originally built by renowned architect Milton 
Grigg as his personal residence,  the owner has 
recently completed a stunning state of the art 
restoration and enlargement. A private oasis in 
a coveted City neighborhood. MLS#577617

HESSIAN ROAD ◆ $645,000
First time offered in its 64 year history.  This cozy 2 
bedroom gem designed by  W. N. Hale offers charm 
and quality with a delightful  floor plan situated 
on over half an acre in a private setting within 
walking distance to Barracks Road and UVA. 

HATTON GRANGE ◆ $1,050,000
Complete privacy, over 72 acres with long 
frontage on the James River! Totally restored 
circa 1900 farmhouse on a bluff offering beautiful 
views of the James and Blue Ridge Mountains 
with total privacy and tranquility. MLS#580861

INGLECRESS ◆ $1,100,000
Designed by architect Dick Shank and built with 
extraordinary quality craftsmanship. First floor 
master bedroom with spacious bath. Second level 
contains 4 additional bedrooms and 2 full baths in 
sought-after close to town location. MLS#581994

◆ EDGEMONT ◆
Nestled in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 15 miles south 
of Charlottesville,  is this historic Palladian inspired masterpiece called 
Edgemont —a home whose design is reputed to be the only remaining 
private residence attributed to Thomas Jefferson. Sited on 572 rolling acres 
with tennis court, pool, pool house, guest house, magnificent gardens and 
stone walls and a full complement of farm improvements. MLS#576150

◆ BLOOMFIELD ROAD  ◆
Located just 10 minutes west of town is this beautifully renovated one-
level home offers exceptional quality throughout the almost 4,000 sq.ft. 
Elegance, comfort, privacy, location and livability all come to mind in 
describing this one-of-a-kind home and setting. Situated on over 18 acres, 
the property is surrounded by a 500-acre farm affording unique privacy and 
tranquility that is exclusive to country living so close to town.  MLS#583224
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THE CHIMNEYS ◆ $3,300,000
273-acre farming estate in Madison County, 
base of Blue Ridge Mountains. Spectacular 
home with many improvements in a magnificent 
setting. MLS#554020

www.thechimneysfarm.com

GARTH ROAD ESTATE ◆ $2,950,000
Magnificent brick Georgian, over 5,400 finished 
square feet, 5 spacious en suite bedrooms, main 
level master, superb quality details and expert 
craftsmanship throughout.  21 private acres, just 
5 miles west of town.   MLS#574512

AVENTADOR ◆ $2,950,000
Like-new Georgian home, over 10,000 finished 
square feet, 6 bedrooms, 6 full and 2 half baths, 
main-level master, guest home. 39 acres (up to
300 ac.) panoramic pastoral and mountain views 
just 16 miles from Charlottesville. 

EDNAM FOREST ◆ $1,350,000
Traditional and private 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath 
residence on beautiful, elevated 2 acres and a 
short walk to trails. Immaculate, renovated, 
with open floor plan, two master suites, pool, 
pavilion, and two-car garage. MLS#572215

BRAMBLEWOOD
Stunning, 522-acre private sanc-
tuary in the Southwest Mountains 
and heart of Keswick. Impressive 
grounds, farm and manor home—
built circa 2008—with the highest 
quality craftsmanship and mate-
rials, and great attention paid to 
every unique detail. Over 14,000 
finished square feet of gracious liv-
ing space, with two other homes,  
large barn, 2 ponds & creeks.  
MLS#581157 
Visit:www.bramblewoodva.com

ARCOURT ◆ $2,490,000
French-inspired, custom stone home tucked 
away on 22 acres in Keswick Hunt Country, with 
superb quality construction and details. Three-
stall stable; spacious carriage home; fenced for 
horses in a beautiful, private setting. 

TOTIER HILLS FARM
$2,975,000

Exquisite brick residence, over 
9,000 finished sq. ft., private-
ly situated on almost 100 roll-
ing acres within 15 minutes of 
Charlottesville. Built circa 2001 
of best quality materials with ex-
pert craftsmanship,meticulously 
maintained. Other improvements 
include a swimming pool, terrac-
es, pool pavilion and detached 
garage/shop. MLS#571634

www.totierhillsfarm.com

1930 THOMSON ROAD ◆ $1,195,000
Quiet residential street, one block to UVA. 
Completely renovated, 4 bedroom, 3 full baths, 2 
half baths, circa 1928 arts and crafts style, mod-
ern kitchen, baths, hardwood floors throughout, 
1 bedroom terrace apartment. MLS#566332

WILLIAM COX HOME ◆ $1,200,000
HISTORIC, circa 1770 residence, new additions, 
total 10,000 square feet, home has large public 
rooms, 28 acres, Blue Ridge Mountain views, 
river frontage, barns and cottage. A magnificent 
tract of land and private setting. MLS#581306

FARMINGTON ◆ $1,550,000
Classic brick residence with grand facade and 
breathtaking views in a most serene & private 
setting on 2.3 acre. Large formal rooms and 
custom-designed kitchen are well suited for en-
tertaining. 2-car garage, full walk-out basement. 
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Originally built by renowned architect Milton 
Grigg as his personal residence,  the owner has 
recently completed a stunning state of the art 
restoration and enlargement. A private oasis in 
a coveted City neighborhood. MLS#577617

HESSIAN ROAD ◆ $645,000
First time offered in its 64 year history.  This cozy 2 
bedroom gem designed by  W. N. Hale offers charm 
and quality with a delightful  floor plan situated 
on over half an acre in a private setting within 
walking distance to Barracks Road and UVA. 

HATTON GRANGE ◆ $1,050,000
Complete privacy, over 72 acres with long 
frontage on the James River! Totally restored 
circa 1900 farmhouse on a bluff offering beautiful 
views of the James and Blue Ridge Mountains 
with total privacy and tranquility. MLS#580861

INGLECRESS ◆ $1,100,000
Designed by architect Dick Shank and built with 
extraordinary quality craftsmanship. First floor 
master bedroom with spacious bath. Second level 
contains 4 additional bedrooms and 2 full baths in 
sought-after close to town location. MLS#581994

◆ EDGEMONT ◆
Nestled in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, 15 miles south 
of Charlottesville,  is this historic Palladian inspired masterpiece called 
Edgemont —a home whose design is reputed to be the only remaining 
private residence attributed to Thomas Jefferson. Sited on 572 rolling acres 
with tennis court, pool, pool house, guest house, magnificent gardens and 
stone walls and a full complement of farm improvements. MLS#576150

◆ BLOOMFIELD ROAD  ◆
Located just 10 minutes west of town is this beautifully renovated one-
level home offers exceptional quality throughout the almost 4,000 sq.ft. 
Elegance, comfort, privacy, location and livability all come to mind in 
describing this one-of-a-kind home and setting. Situated on over 18 acres, 
the property is surrounded by a 500-acre farm affording unique privacy and 
tranquility that is exclusive to country living so close to town.  MLS#583224



Winter in New York City can be a drag, but not for UVA alumni who become 
members of the Virginia Club, in residence at the historic Yale Club of New York 
City. Clubhouse members can find a home away from home in our beautiful 
club, equipped with a full-service hotel, a renovated gym with swimming pool 
and squash courts, three restaurants and bars, and a gorgeous library.  

Stop by our oStop by our office for a tour or call to learn more. Membership is available to all 
undergraduate alumni as well as graduate school students and alumni. 
Through December 31st, the initiation fee will be waived for all Class of 2018
undergraduates.  Give the gift of membership to the Wahoo in your family this 
holiday season! 
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Immediately at left 
is one of several 
sycamore trees in 
the grassy expanse 
between the chapel 
and the Rotunda. 
UVA landscape 
architect Mary 
Hughes (Arch ’87) 
estimates that the 
sycamores were 
planted in the 
mid-19th century. 
“You can see them 
in the photographs 
taken of the fire 
at the Rotunda in 
1895,” she says, 
“and they were 
already pretty large 
trees. So they were 
probably planted 
by William Pratt 
during the time he 
was beautifying 
that area in front of 
the Rotunda.” Not 
visible in this photo 
is the scarring from 
a lightning strike in 
2017—the second 
time this tree has 
been hit, according 
to UVA arborist 
Jerry Brown.
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UVA’S UNFOLDING STORY,  
IN ACRYLIC ON BIRCH Letters
I was on the phone with a close friend from college, and he 
asked me about all the noise on my end. “Oh, sorry,” I said. 
“I’m on the Lawn. Those are students throwing a Frisbee”—a 
dog started barking—“and also that.” 

My friend was sitting behind a desk in an office tower, 
cussing me.

One of the perks of this job is getting to walk over to the 
Lawn and recharge. Two hundred years after the founding, 
the Academical Village is still an energy source, still a cen-
ter of the action. From that foundational core radiates the 
modern University.

For this special bicentennial issue of Virginia Magazine, 
we wanted to animate that metaphor, visually and tactilely 
and interactively, and show past projecting into present.

We came up with a double-gatefold, two pages unfolding 
into four. Print readers will find it on Pages 18 and 19 and in 
the landscape they open to reveal. It lets us go beyond a linear 
“that was then, this is now,” to show the geometric growth. 
You see an iconic image, which takes up roughly one quarter 
of a page, unfold into a panorama 16 times the size. Even then, 
it can’t sweep in all of Grounds—for example, Scott Stadium.

To achieve the effect, 
we needed a historical 
image drawn from an 
elevated perspective, 
not the era’s customary 
eye level. That brought 
us to an 1856 work by 
John Serz, the German-
born engraver whose 
repertoire included 
banknotes. Serz oblig-
ingly captured the Lawn 
from a tilted perspec-

tive, as if engraved from a hot-air balloon hovering south of 
not-yet-built, not-yet-old Cabell Hall.

It then fell to Steve Hedberg, our creative director and 
an acclaimed painter, to explode Serz’s muted artifact into 
something current and vibrant. Fidelity to the original’s 
scale and perspective required good light and the patience 
of Michelangelo. As Steve said along the way, “If I could go 
back to 1856 and ask the engraver to just come up a little bit 
higher, and push that perspective point back about two more 
miles, it would really help me out.”

The project entailed more than 50 hours’ studio time, con-
stant measuring, jigsawing modern photos from all available 
angles, and making infinite artistic choices.

The result, in acrylic on birch, is an original Hedberg, like 
those found in the U.S. Department of State and other civic and 
private collections. It’s a bicentennial gift. Happy birthday, 
UVA. Here’s to the next century. And many more.

S. Richard Gard Jr. (Col ’81)
Vice President, Communications,
University of Virginia Alumni Association

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

FALL 2018 CORRECTIONS
John Macfarlane (Darden ’79) served on the UVA Board of 
Visitors, not the board of the Jeffersonian Grounds Initiative.  
The story “Ramps Tilt Lawn Toward Better Access” misiden-
tified his post. 

President Jim Ryan’s Chief of Staff Margaret Grundy 
(Col ’06, Darden ’15) earned an education doctorate from 
University of Pennsylvania. The story “Ryan Hits the Grounds 
Running” incorrectly called it a Ph.D.

The graduation year for Diane Takata Powell (Com ’97) 
was misstated in the Letters section.

TRUNK SHOW/ 
MCGUFFEY ASH
In 1989, I was a soon-to-be 
double ’Hoo. When I saw 
that the McGuffey ash was 
coming down, I dragged a 
few friends and we sneaked 
into Pavilion IX. I grabbed a 
wedge, in part as a reminder 
of my year in 39 West 
Lawn, in part as a reminder 
of the rich history of the 
University, and in part as a 
way to connect to William 
McGuffey. Nearly 30 years 
later, your article reminded 
me that it’s not the tree but 
everything that happened 
under it that is important. 
Eric Mazur (Col ’87, Grad ’89)

Norfolk, Virginia 

Thank you for this article, 
which was absolutely 
transporting. It reminded 
me how much I loved the 
landscape of UVA, and how 
much I love autumn. What 
a treasure our environment 

is. Thank you to those 
who seek to preserve and 
sustain it.

Holly Hurlburt (Col ’93)
Carbondale, Illinois

My mom remembers going 
to visit her grandparents 
who lived in the Booker 
House across from the Yulan 
magnolia. She remembers 
playing on and under it as a 
child in the 1950s. 

Ellie Montague
Charlottesville

Former Environmental 
Science grad student Jim 
Dooley grabbed one of 
the branches when the 
McGuffey ash came down 
in 1990. From cross- 
sections of the branch, 
my dad fashioned wooden 
coasters that now adorn the 
coffee table in our house.

Randy Chambers (Grad ’90)
Williamsburg, Virginia

Winter in New York City can be a drag, but not for UVA alumni who become 
members of the Virginia Club, in residence at the historic Yale Club of New York 
City. Clubhouse members can find a home away from home in our beautiful 
club, equipped with a full-service hotel, a renovated gym with swimming pool 
and squash courts, three restaurants and bars, and a gorgeous library.  

Stop by our oStop by our office for a tour or call to learn more. Membership is available to all 
undergraduate alumni as well as graduate school students and alumni. 
Through December 31st, the initiation fee will be waived for all Class of 2018
undergraduates.  Give the gift of membership to the Wahoo in your family this 
holiday season! 

Sign up...

Clubhouse & Social membership

applications are available online

at www.uvanyc.org

Please contact...

Executive Director, EricaJoy Oliverio

(CLAS ‘17) at uvanyc@uvanyc.org

(CLAS ‘17) at uvanyc@uvanyc.org
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I began my UVA grad program 
in planning in 1976, coming 
from California. My first elec-
tive class was Tree Identifi-
cation because UVA offered 
such a rich diversity of plants 
beyond those I knew in the 
West. Whenever possible, I 
did my homework under and 
around some magnificent 
specimen. I will have to lament 
the naked Rotunda without 
my favorite magnolias whose 
scale will not be replaced for a 
very long time.

Don Gaston (Arch ’78)
Ukiah, California

My father, Edwin M. Betts, 
was a biology professor who 
loved the trees at our Univer-
sity. He would have approved 
of this outstanding article. I 
approve of it also. Thanks!

Edwin Betts (Educ ’53, ’63)
Petersburg, Virginia

CARLA’S PLAYBOOK 
It is sad to see a good public 
university spending so much 
money on sports, with such an 
emphasis on trying to make a 
profit on football and basketball. 

How many professors could 
UVA hire and how many aca-
demic scholarships could the 
University fund with the money 
it spends on football and 
basketball coaches’ salaries? 
How many academic build-
ings and dormitories could be 
remodeled or built for the price 
of new sports facilities? How 
does UVA accept corruption 
and low academic standards 
within the NCAA (such as the 
academic scandal at UNC)? 
I fear that the sports tail is 
wagging the academic dog. 

Laurence Brunton (Grad ’76)
San Diego, California

What a bunch of morose 
people complaining about 

football. We need a great foot-
ball program and thank God 
it has a fine Athletic Director 
and coach. Improvements are 
coming. Complainers, go hide 
under your rock.

Pete Topken (Com ’62)
Greensboro, Georgia

I’m disappointed that wres-
tling was ignored in the final 
assessment as Steve Garland, 
entering his 13th year, 
approaches the UVA record of 
dual match wins for a coach 
(158, by George Edwards, who 
retired in the early ’90s after 
25 years). 

David Wilkerson (Educ ’06)
Gordonsville, Virginia

PARDON OUR FRENCH 
Paris 1919 may have been the 
reunion to end all reunions 
(and I certainly enjoyed Ernie 

Gates’ [Fall 2018] article) but 
close wartime competitors 
were the alumni/ae reunions 
in Morocco in 1943 and Italy 
in 1944 sponsored by the 
8th Evacuation Hospital and 
heavily attended by UVA per-
sonnel from the 45th General 
Hospital.

The 8th Evacuation 
Hospital was a University of 
Virginia Unit from Charlot-
tesville and the 45th General 
Hospital was a Medical 
College of Virginia Unit from 
Richmond. These units 
were composed of doctors, 
dentists, nurses, technicians, 
dietitians, physical therapists, 
and orderlies from those 
hospitals. They were located 
close enough to each other in 
both Morocco and Italy that 
visits between the two could 
be arranged. Also, many of the 

Medical College personnel had 
attended the University.

There is much informa-
tion about the Founder’s Day 
Celebrations in Byrd Stuart 
Leavell’s book The 8th Evac. 
A History of the University 
of Virginia Hospital Unit in 
World War II and Dr. Alton 
D. Brashear’s book From Lee 
to Bari: The History of the 
Forty-fifth General Hospital 
1940-1945.

My father was a physician 
in the 45th General Hospi-
tal and associated with the 
Medical College of Virginia but 
did not attend the Univer-
sity and did not attend these 
reunions, but having grown 
up in Richmond and being a 
student at the medical school 
in Charlottesville, I certainly 
knew a number of these 
wartime reunion attendees, 
many of whom taught me or 
were my physicians as I was 
growing up.

John J. Funkhouser (Med ’63)
West Falmouth, Massachusetts
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THANK YOU FOR INTRODUCING US to UVA’s new Athletic Director, 
Carla Williams. I’m sure I join many in welcoming her to the University 
community and wishing her success in her new role. However, I do 
have to question the decision to invest more in the football team, as 
Ms. Williams suggests. In light of the growing evidence linking repet-
itive hits to the head—an unavoidable occurrence in football—to the 
dramatic and often tragic mood and behavior changes associated with 
Chronic Traumatic Encephalopathy (CTE), the University needs to se-
riously consider whether we should even have a football team at all. If 
the purpose of our University includes developing “the full potential of 
talented students,” doesn’t the institution have some duty to protect its 
talented students from an activity that likely limits one’s full potential?

PHILIP J. PYLES (COL ’94)
Cincinnati, Ohio



Acclaimed neuroscientist joins faculty  
at UVA’s School of Medicine

For more information,  
visit www.jeffersonscholars.org

With more than $50 million raised to 
date in endowed professorships, the 
Jefferson Scholars Foundation draws 
leading-edge teachers and researchers 
to the University of Virginia.

Upholding a Legacy 
of Excellence

Kevin Pelphrey, the Harrison-
Wood Jefferson Scholars Foundation 
Professor, joined UVA’s School 
of Medicine in fall 2018. An 
internationally renowned scientist, he 
works to develop individually tailored 
treatments for individuals with autism.

Hired in 2017, Jianhua Cang, 
the Paul T. Jones Jefferson 
Scholars Foundation 
Professor, helps lead 
brain-science research 
efforts at UVA. With joint 
appointments in biology 
and psychology, he seeks 
to identify treatments for 
visual impairments.
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RYAN HITS THE 
GROUNDS RUNNING
I think President Ryan will 
be a credit to the University. 
I wrote him a note welcom-
ing him, and recommending 
a couple of excellent books 
(I remembered he is an avid 
reader) and despite a hectic 
schedule, he took time  
to reply. 

Howard Swayne (Col ’95)
Charlottesville

I could not have been happier 
with the appointment of Pres-
ident Ryan. In my four years 
on the Grounds I never once 
saw President Shannon out 
walking around the Grounds 
welcoming new students to 
the University let alone at 
Scott Stadium doing the coin 
toss for the opening season 
home football game.

God bless you, President 
Ryan, for bringing a refreshing 
presence to Mr. Jefferson’s 
University.

Warren J. Hall (Engr ’72)
Frederick, Maryland

MILLER CENTER 
APPOINTMENT DRAWS 
CONTROVERSY
Do we not remember the 
invitations to George Lincoln 
Rockwell (US Nazi Party) 
and Gus Hall (US Commu-
nist Party) to speak on The 
Grounds in 1960/1961? As a 
naïve but curious first-year, 
I attended each; neither 
became in any way violent. 
I went because I began my 
four-year journey into the 
institution reflecting Mr. 
Jefferson’s vision as part of 
my search for knowledge. 
Please advise the two profes-
sors [who severed ties with 
the Miller Center] that UVA is 
not only better than this but 
remains a more truly liberal 
beacon of what a true “institu-
tion of higher learning” should 
continue to be. 

R. Russell Beers (Col ’64)
Loveland, Colorado

I was pleasantly surprised at 
the Miller Center director and 
CEO, William Antholis, as well 
as the new president, James 
Ryan, standing firm with 
the appointment. Too many 
colleges are bending in these 
areas. Political views should 
not be discriminatory. Even 
among the ivory halls, there is 
dissent between the educa-
tors, the department chair, the 
president or the board at times 
(recall 2012?). The two history 
teachers who severed ties 
with the Miller Center should 
sever ties with the University. 
Clearly they are extremely 
partisan and obviously not 
open for differing views in 
their classes where they are 
in a position of authority. That 
behavior does not promote the 
University’s founding ideas of 
open discussion, debate and 
subsequent learning.

Mark Miller (Engr ’95)
Charlotte, North Carolina

The problem surrounding the 
appointment of Marc Short 
and the statement of Presi-
dent James E. Ryan wherein 
he affirms our core belief in 
engaging with those with 
whom we disagree falls short 
of the larger question and 
higher standard to which our 
community agrees and has 
done so for some 175 years: 
We do not tolerate those who 
are inveterate and unapolo-
getic liars, as President Trump 
has shown himself to be. 
Therefore, the question for Mr. 
Short, the University and the 
Miller Center is, first and fore-
most, “How many times did 
you confront President Trump 
when he misrepresented the 
truth, and did, in fact, lie or ask 
you to lie?” 

Were Mr. Short to answer, 
“At every turn in every way,” 
then he would enjoy my full 
endorsement. Were [he] to say 
otherwise I would counsel him 
to seek employment elsewhere.

D. C. Montague (Col ’68)
Chattanooga, Tennessee

LETTERS
Letter writer Leigh Middle-
ditch’s proposed one-word 
amendment of the Honor 
Committee Constitution 
(Letters, Fall 2018)—by delet-
ing the word “permanently” 
from the phrase “exclude 
permanently from student 
status”—is progressive and 
conservative at the same 
time. It elegantly preserves 
an invaluable principle while 
introducing the transcendent 
virtues of redemption and 
mercy. I could not agree more. 

Walter Bardenwerper  
(Col ’73, Law ’76)

Portsmouth, New Hampshire

AN ECON ICON
Kudos to Mr. Elzinga and to 
his machine: Never has such 
a little machine brought so 
much truth and help to so 
many needy underclassmen!

John Mathieu (Col ’69)
Fort Payne, Alabama

GROUNDS
Please accept this strong 
request that you revise your 
reference to the Grounds as 
“Grounds.”

My recent letter to Presi-
dent Ryan presents the case: 
The word grounds by itself is 
appropriate when referring 

to what is left after the good 
flavor has been extracted from 
coffee beans. 

My years at the University 
built an appreciation of the 
values of tradition and the 
importance of reverence for 
place. While those attending 
other schools used the word 
“campus,” at UVA we learned 
to honor, respect, and refer to 
our place as “the Grounds.” 

While the words campus 
and grounds can mean similar 
territories, they should not be 
juxtaposed when applied to 
the buildings and grounds of 
the University of Virginia. UVA 
is a campus and there should 
be no problem in using that 
term to describe it as such. 
If your mind says “campus,” 
then be comfortable in saying 
that. However, tradition holds 
that the word “grounds” 
when used in reference to the 
University should always be 
capitalized and be preceded 
by the marking article “the.” 
Here, as Dictionary.com says, 
“the” is used to mark a proper 
noun … or place as something 
well-known or unique. 

The Grounds of the Uni-
versity of Virginia are such a 
unique place.

Paul R. V. Pawlowski (Arch ’65)
New Bedford, Massachusetts

UVAMAGAZINE.ORG 23

niversity of Virginia President James E. Ryan (Law ’92) is a distance runner, an eight-time Boston Marathoner, but he also moves fast.On his fi rst day in o�  ce he took a stand on the political controversy that prompted two history professors to sever ties with the Miller Center (see story, Page 28). 
At the Board of Visitors’ annual August retreat, round-ing out Week One on the job, the new president recited a heady to-do list for his fi rst 100 days. It includes delivering a fully baked vision statement on which he wants to build a 10-year strategy. 

Informing it will be his “Ours to Shape” listening cam-paign, for which Ryan had already done enough fact-fi nding to identify three recurring themes for discussion.“I had eight months of transition,” he explained at the Board retreat. “I was also on the faculty here for 15 years. So, it seemed to me inappropriate to show up and just ask 

an open-ended question of, ‘Well, what would you like to see at UVA, and what should we be doing better?’”Within his fi rst two weeks, Ryan took on last August’s neo-Nazi torch march on the Academical Village. Using the anniversary for his fi rst major address as president, he took two marked departures from past practice. He made a point to acknowledge that two of the organizers were alumni, and he apologized to the students who had been terrorized on the Rotunda’s north terrace without police intervention. Said Ryan, “We do nothing more than recognize our common humanity to say to those who were attacked around the statue last year: I am sorry. We are sorry.”Getting down to business, Ryan has made a series of personnel moves, accomplishing most of that work, too, before taking o�  ce. At the Board retreat he buttoned up hiring approvals for two of the three executive vice presi-dents who run the University—Mary Elizabeth “Liz” Magill (Law ’95) to be the chief academic o�  cer (the provost) and 
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CONSIDERING REAL ESTATE OPPORTUNITIES IN CHARLOTTESVILLE?

Let CORE help you. We are Charlottesville raised, locally focused, and perfectly positioned to help UVA grads return to  

Charlottesville for their next chapter. Call us today and let us work to find your perfect Central Virginia home.
www.COREcville.com    |    600 E Water Street, Suite H Charlottesville, VA 22902    |    434-422-5050

LUXuRY  LIVING  in  downtown  charlottesvilleFor UVA Alumni looking to return to Charlottesville, look no further than the recently completed 550 Water Street -  

a brand new, luxury mixed-use modern building on Charlottesville’s Downtown Mall. 

High-end, customizable, whole floor condominiums with breathtaking mountain views make for a truly unique experience,  

and provide residents unparalleled downtown living and convenience, unlike anything that’s ever existed in Charlottesville.

View Floor Plans and 3-D Renderings on our website, or call us today at 434-466-6566 to schedule a tour and learn more.

exclusively  listed  by

www.55owaterstreet.com

UVA President James E. Ryan’s first major address departed from past practice in confronting last summer’s hate march on Grounds.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO JAMES RYAN 
from those of us as far away as Australia. His 
plan is impressive and suggests good things 
ahead for the University. The choices of pro-
vost and COO are excellent and indicate that 
sound people are being chosen to implement 
the strategy. Give this some time and we will 
all be proud of what is being achieved.

ADAM JOHNSON (DARDEN ’77)
Woollahra, Australia



Emily Clay (Curry ’19) and Debi Acevedo 
(Curry ’19) received Michael Bright White 
Bicentennial Scholarships to major in 
speech communication disorders. Now 
they’re focusing on their studies and 
graduate school plans, not on their 
finances. UVA matches all qualifying gifts 
to the Bicentennial Scholars Fund. Your 
support sends a clear message with twice 
the power—scholarships change lives. GIVING.VIRGINIA.EDU/BSF

UVA will match your generosity.
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THERE’S HELP FOR THOSE  
RELAUNCHING A CAREER 
Alumni Career Services offers 
one-to-one advising as well 
as other tools to help alumni 
shape their current career 
track … or even look for a new 
one. One such tool is iRelaunch 
Roadmap: a five-phase guide 
for those re-entering the 
workforce after a break. With 
an ever-changing employment 
culture, navigating the hiring 
process can be overwhelming. 
ACS is available to walk with 
alumni through that journey. 
Contact them at  
alumnicareers@virginia.edu.

Here at the Alumni Association, we’re not yet marking our 
own bicentennial—that one’s 20 years away—but we’ve still 
got a lot to celebrate.

Since its first meeting in the Rotunda on July 4, 1838, 
the Alumni Association has been a bedrock of support and 
innovation for the University. We have sought to enhance the University and with 
it, the value of the Virginia degree. While much has changed in the 180 years since, 
our commitment to supporting creative and innovative ideas that lift the UVA com-
munity is stronger than ever. In upcoming letters, I will share how we are bringing 
new ideas to Grounds, and how you as alumni, parents and friends can get involved. 

In his inaugural address, University President James E. Ryan (Law ’92) announced 
that he wants every student to have at least one international experience. We know 
that to meet that ambition, the University will need to have a variety of programming 
options for our students. We see two distinct roles the Alumni Association can play 
to support that effort. 

First, we want to support global experiential learning—a theme I wrote about 
in our Summer issue. I’m thrilled to announce that we are now working to scale 
the pilot program alumnus Dave Burke (Com ’88) led last year. Through the global 
experiential mentorship program, alumni will host 10- to 14-day expeditions to 
expose students to international business, law, medicine and policy, while helping 
them develop networking and cross-cultural communication skills. The goal is for 
alumni to design and lead the expeditions, opening their global networks to UVA’s 
next generation. This program will provide an international experience to students 
who might otherwise not be able to participate in one.

Second, we are designing a new program to support global initiatives through 
the Jefferson Trust. By dedicating funds for proposals with an international focus, 
we will provide students the catalyst to pursue projects with a global impact. The 
concept achieves two important goals: It supports initiatives that strengthen UVA’s 
global pre-eminence, and it allows students to design projects that tap into their own 
academic passions and global interests. Along the way, it creates new opportunities 
for our trustees to mentor students. 

These are just a start. I look forward to sharing more about the Association’s 
innovative work to support you and your University in the coming months. In the 
meantime, here’s to UVA at 200 and the world of possibilities ahead. 

Wahoowa!

Jenifer G. Andrasko (Darden ’10)
President & CEO, University of Virginia Alumni Association

Around Alumni Hall
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WIN FOR VIRGINIA MAGAZINE
Virginia Magazine’s Winter  
2017 cover story, “Getting a  
Read on Ryan,” recently won a 
prestigious 2018 Folio: Eddie 
Award for best profile by an asso-
ciation or nonprofit. The article, 
written by editor S. Richard  
Gard Jr. (Col ’81), introduced 
readers to UVA’s ninth president, 
James E. Ryan (Law ’92).

F. Blair Wimbush (Law ’80)
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David A. Harrison IV (Col ’67, 
Law ’71)

Ashton Williams Harrison (Educ ’75)
Robert C. Childress (Grad ’78)
Stephen D. Coolbaugh (Col ’79)
Karen Brown-Taylor (Col ’79, 

Educ ’86)
Deborah C. Medoff (Col ’81)
Jeffrey D. Peterson (Col ’81)
Phyllis Weaver (Col ’83)
Brad Herakovich (Com ’84)
Shelby E. L. Pruett (Arch ’84) 
Allison M. Shure (Com ’85)
Guilene Cherenfant (Law ’86)
Barbara Janis Cox (Arch ’86)
Megan F. Tribble (Nurs ’86)
Dayna Bowen Matthew (Law ’87)
Mark R. Patterson (Darden ’87)
Curtis G. Tribble (Res/Fel ’87)
Timothy L. Byrnes (Col ’89)
Sylvia Page Chisholm (Com ’89)
DeAnna L. Colglazier (Com ’89)
Laura J. Lenert (Engr ’89)
Thomas Lewis Matthew (Grad ’89, 

Res/Fel ’94)
Montia Givens Pressey (Col ’89)
Sandra Wohlleber (Grad ’89)
Leslie Victoria Cohen (Med ’90)
L. Christopher Eppard (Com ‘90)
Matthew A. Rader (Col ’90)
Louise Shaw Coffelt (Col ’90)
Sicilia Chinn Englert (Col ’91)
Corie Williams Godine (Col ’91)
Alice Mo (Med ’91)
Laura K. Vogtle (Educ ’91, Grad ’96)
Douglas A. Vaughn (Col ’91)
Michael Adrian Brown (Engr ’92)
Alison C. Fehl (Nurs ’92)
Sarah Louise Karl (Col ’92)
Jinwoo Miura Kim (Med ’92)
Kyu N. Hwang (Com ’92,  

Darden ’98)
Amy Ross Squitieri (Arch ’92)
Elizabeth Davis Terry (Col ’92)
Bella Dave Patnaik (Col ’93,  

Med ’97)

Jeffrey Cleary (Col ’93)
Laura D. Collins (Col ’93)
Tiffany Courtney Pankow (Col ’93, 

Med ’00)
Kristen Kunstel Rhodes (Col ’93)
Frances Thorndike (Col ’93)
Joseph Jacobs Thorndike III  

(Grad ’93, ’05)
Gerald Anthony Cephas (Med ’94, 

Res/Fel ’01)
Alliah I. Humleker (Col ’94)
Zachariah A.C. Humleker (Col ’94)
Michael H. Kim (Col ’94)
Theresa Jane McMurdo (Educ ’94)
William G. P. Monahan (Law ’94)
Goutam Patnaik (Com ’94)
Crystal Louise Brown (Col ’95)
Christina Marie Hatzfeld (Col ’95)
Christina Hwang (Com ’95, Grad ’98)
Rhett Johnson (Com ’95, Law ’99)
Clifford Carl Mentrup (Law ’95)
Adamson Brantley Seymour 

(Engr ’95)
Francine Jennifer Staub (Col ’95)
Lukia DeWitt Beverly (Nurs ’96)
Michael V. Bucci (Darden ’96, 

Com ’02)
Adam Matthew Schoeberlein 

(Col ’96)
James Chen-Kang Sung  

(Engr ’96, ’00)
Diana M. Cummings (Grad ’97)
John R. Garside III (Com ’97, 

Darden ’05)
Natasha A. Adams (Col ’98)
Mark L. Weeb Arey (Col ’98)
Smita K. Dhingra (Col ’98)
Bhupinder Sethi (Engr ’98)
Jennifer Little Harris (Col ’99)
Thomas S. Poole (Darden ’99)
Shenglei Bao (Com ’01)
Mark A. Lutterbie (Col ’01)
Emil F. Valle (Res/Fel ’01)
Barry S. Hite (Col ’02)
Noah P. Diminick (Col ’03)
Jordan K. Brunk (Col ’04)

Henry David de Laureal (Com ’04)
Brian D. Marrs (Col ’05)
Dona T. Hasou (Col ’06)
William D. Holmes (Col ’06)
Jacopo F. Nadal (Com ’06)
Roseline M. Neveling (Arch ’06)
James M. Roche (Darden ’06)
Marisa C. Busse (Col ’07)
Marion G. Anderson (Darden ’08)
Mark A. Belew (SCPS ’08)
Dan A. Buckman (Col ’08,  

Darden ’12)
Ryuk J. Byun (Col ’08)
P. Casey Conlon (Col ’08)
Lauren Fain Hatjygeorge (Col ’08)
Kevin G. Koser (Col ’08)
Margaret A. Saunders (Col ’08)
Granville G. Valentine IV (Col ’08)
Sarah F. Bridenhagen (Col ’09)
Samer S. Gaber (Col ’09)
Andrej Kiska (Com ’09)
Yasmin I. Lutterbie (Res/Fel ’09, ’10)
Sarah E. Puckett (Col ’09)
John M. Stoetzel (Grad ’09, ’14)
Lisa R. Brockmeier (Col ’10, Com ’11)
Jennifer L. Curtis (Educ ’10)
Danielle Do’Mingo Donovan 

(Col ’10)
Kenneth J. Duvall (Law ’10)
Paul M. Griffith (Col ’10, Law ’14)
Matthew E. Johs (Engr ’10)
Yiran Xia (Col ’10)
Mark Kieffer (Darden ’11)
Michael C. Jones (Col ’11, Grad ’16)
Kara M. Peo (Engr ’11)
Rachel L. Koser (Col ’11)
Veronica Helen Tornini (Col ’11, 

Educ ’11)
Meghann K. Morrill (Law ’12)
Carlos E. Avellaneda (Col ’13)
Maria A. McConnell (Nurs ’13)
Matthew R. Fomby (Darden ’14)
Emily R. Fox (Col ’14)
Rebecca M. Maguire (Col ’14)
Edward P. Raymond (Educ ’14)
Kevin J. Quaranta Jr. (Com ’15)

Griffin T. Almy (Law ’16)
Grace E. Montgomery (Col ’16)
Mary Winston Richardson (Col ’16)
Julia Cary Evans (Col ’17)
Collin P. Gilland (Engr ’17)
Christine E. Hall (Darden ’17)
Collin McNamara Hensien (Col ’17)
Alexander C. Carter (Col ’18)
William P. Fontaine (Engr ’18)
Russell M. Green (Col ’18)
Steven M. Happek (SCPS ’18)
Naomi Johnson (Nurs ’18) 
Benjamin J. Kim (Law ’18)
Shiyuan Mei (Engr ’18)
James J. Reardon (Darden ’18)
Leon I. Smith-Harrison II (Med ’18)
Amanda Zayatz (Educ ’18)

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Sarah Hardman Byun
John Dozier
Kelly Goetz-Duvall
Julia Eppard
E. Grier Gardner
Ronald G. Jones
Judith H. Jones
Juana Kazmierczak
Karlyn Kieffer
Justin Leitch
Zach Meyer
Meredith Meyer
John Minor
Cecilia C. Monahan
Jonathan Peo
Nolida O. Peterson
Lori Ann C. Poole
Ann Raymond
Kate Reardon
Shuchi Shah
Kendall Smith-Harrison
Tory Whitney

 To join the Alumni Association,  call 434-243-9000, visit alumni.virginia.edu, 
or write to Alumni Hall, P.O. Box 400314, Charlottesville, VA 22904.

The following alumni recently demonstrated their commitment to the 
University of Virginia Alumni Association and its important programs and 
activities by becoming life members of the association. 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS



alumni.virginia.edu

Alumni Association Membership 
plays a crucial role in providing quality 
programs and services that benefit the 
University, students and alumni.
Dues help make possible the University 
of Virginia Magazine, Reunions, 
student activities, Alumni Career 
Services, Admissions Liaison Program, 
scholarships and awards.  

Members enjoy great 
benefits, including: 
Free football game 
parking at Alumni Hall, 
free career advising, 
discounts from more than 
40 partners, including 
UVA Bookstores, hotels, 
restaurants and more.    

JOIN TODAY!
 alumni.virginia.edu

 434-243-9000 

Your membership is tax deductible.

JOIN      FOR 
LIFE

MEMBERSHIP MAKES A DIFFERENCE
uvamemberapp.com

ALREADY  
A MEMBER?
Get the App and have  
benefits at your fingertips. 
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t began as a dream, the Academical 
Village, a revolutionary model of 
higher education for a country born 
of revolution. In this special issue, we 

celebrate that dream come to life.
We note some of our more noteworthy 

alumni, and we remember some of the 
more memorable professors. A Pulitzer 
Prize-winning historian offers a fresh 
assessment of our founder two centuries 
hence, and other resident experts put 
the coming century into perspective. 
And, as we count 200 years, we add up 
just what makes UVA UVA.

It began as a dream, built to the scale 
of a new nation. 
Today it opens up 
to even grander 
possibilities.

I

 AND 
GROWING

THEN
The University started with just 196¾ 
acres in 1817 but had expanded to 
twice as much space around the time 
it opened in 1825 to several dozen 
students and a handful of professors. 
In contrast to most colleges at the 
time, Thomas Jefferson designed 
his University around a library, in the 
Rotunda, instead of a chapel. 

The steel engraving at right shows 
the Rotunda and the Lawn in 1856, as  
etched by J. Serz.

200
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NOW
The University today encompasses 
1,200 acres that straddle the city 
of Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County. This fall, nearly 25,000 
students enrolled. 

This artwork, showing a broader 
view of Grounds with the same 
perspective as the Serz engraving, 
was painted by Virginia Magazine’s 
creative director, Steve Hedberg.
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FOUNDING ERA 
(1816-1860)
Thomas Jefferson’s vision for 
a public university in Virginia 
dates to at least 1779, when he 
proposed a general education 
system as an essential founda-
tion for democracy. But it took 

decades of determination 
and political skill to 

turn the vision into 
bricks and mortar. 

 Feb. 14, 1816 
Thomas Jefferson, 
James Madison, 
James Monroe 
and others 
obtain a charter 

from the Virginia 
General Assembly 

for Central College, 
which historian Philip 

Alexander Bruce describes 
as “the University in its chrysalis 

state.” They raise $40,000 and buy the 
land where the University now sits. 

Oct. 6, 1817 The cornerstone is laid for 
the first building of Central College. This 
will become Pavilion VII on the West Lawn. 
Jefferson, Madison and Monroe are present. 

Feb. 21, 1818 The General Assembly 
establishes a state university but leaves 
the site to be determined by an appointed 
commission. 

August 1818 The commission, chaired 
by Jefferson, meets at Rockfish Gap 
not only to choose a location but also to 
recommend buildings, curriculum and 
administrative structure. Arguing for 
Charlottesville’s central location and 
the advancing construction on the site, 
Jefferson, Madison and their allies proffer 
the assets, land and buildings of Central 
College as an inducement, and the com-
mission chooses Charlottesville.  

Jan. 25, 1819 The General Assembly 
charters the University of Virginia in 
Charlottesville. Following Jefferson’s 
prescription, and unlike most colleges of 
the time, it will have no religious affiliation 
and no clergy among its faculty. 

1819-1829 Enslaved workers, leased 
from nearby slave owners, help to build 
the University, both as unskilled manual 
laborers and as skilled masons, carpenters 
and blacksmiths. They are joined by white 
workers and freed blacks. 

March 7, 1825 First classes are held. 
Historians put the number of students 
from 40 to 68 at the outset, increasing to 
more than 100 by the end of the term. 

July 14, 1825 The Jefferson Literary 
and Debating Society is founded by 16 
members of the Patrick Henry Society. 
Hotel C on West Range, now known as 
Jefferson Hall, becomes its permanent 
meeting place.

Oct. 3, 1825 After many incidents 
of student disorder and drunkenness 
culminate in violent rioting on the Lawn, 

March 1825 
Seven professors are soon in 
place, including the first full-time 
professor of medicine in the  
United States, Robley Dunglison. 
Initial subjects are mathematics, 
ancient languages, modern 
languages, anatomy and medicine, 
natural philosophy, and natural 
history. Moral philosophy and law 
would follow.

1816 1825

Serpentine 
Timeline

SOME OF THE TWISTS  
AND TURNS OF UVA HISTORY  
RESEARCHED AND WRITTEN BY ERNIE GATES
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the entire faculty threatens to resign. 
The 82-year-old Jefferson summons all 
to the Rotunda. Confronting the failure 
of student self-rule and the threat to 
his dream of a university, he breaks into 
tears. Rioting students confess, some 
are expelled, and strict rules replace the 
former code of student self-government. 
Student mayhem is quelled, briefly.   

Feb. 14, 1826 Edgar Allan Poe enrolls 
at UVA, joins the Jefferson Society in 
June, but drops out Dec. 15, saddled with 
gambling and other debts.

1828 First degree conferred: doctor of 
medicine. 

1830-1860 As more slaves are leased 
to grow food, cook, clean and perform 
other domestic services for students and 
professors, the number of slaves varies 
between 108 and 182.  

Nov. 12, 1840 Student disorder has 
persisted, to the point of a professor 
being horsewhipped near the Rotunda 
the previous year by two expelled stu-
dents. Attempting to unmask a student 
firing a pistol on the Lawn, Law Professor 
and Faculty Chairman John A. G. Davis 
is shot. He dies two days later. Students 
capture the killer, and some historians 
regard their outrage and collaboration as 
a turning point in student lawlessness.

July 4, 1842 The seed of the Honor 
Code is planted when, in response to a 

perceived rise in cheating, the faculty 
approves a resolution by Faculty 
Chairman Henry St. George Tucker that 
requires students to sign a written pledge 
“on honor” that they have received no 
help on exams.  

Nov. 26, 1852 The first fraternity at 
the University, Delta Kappa Epsilon, is 
established. Greek life would become 
an integral part of student life. Today, 
61 Greek organizations exist at UVA: 
38 fraternities, 22 sororities and one 
gender-inclusive LGBTQ fraternity. 

1853 An expansive annex is added to 
the north side of the Rotunda to increase 
classroom space. 

1857 Enrollment reaches 645. Gaslights 
are installed. 

CIVIL WAR AND 
RECONSTRUCTION  
(1860–1904)
As the Civil War dismantled 
plantation society and left 
the South impoverished, the 
University slowly adjusted to 
changes in society and the 
rise of industrialization. 

Feb. 26, 1861 Students briefly display 
the Confederate flag on the Rotunda 
dome, said to be the first time the flag is 
flown in the state. After Virginia secedes 
on April 17, 1861, the faculty installs the 
flag on the dome officially.

1861-65 The University remains open 
throughout the Civil War, but with few 
students enrolled. Approximately 3,500 
alumni, students and faculty serve in the 
Confederate armies; about 50 alumni and 
students, and at least one faculty member, 
serve in the Union armies.

July 1, 1861 Wounded Confederate 
soldiers from the war’s first major battle 
at Manassas are brought by train to 
Charlottesville. The University serves as 
a hospital throughout the war. 

 March 3, 1865 Union cavalry 
under Gen. George Armstrong Custer 
approaches Charlottesville, prompting 
fear that the University will be torched, as 
VMI had been the previous year. Carrying 
a white handkerchief tied to a cane, 
Professors John B. Minor and Socrates 
Maupin tell Custer’s advance guard that 
the city will not be defended, and ask for 
protection. The University is occupied for 
three days, mostly without incident.

1865-67 Impoverished after the war, 
the University authorizes professors 
to collect tuition directly from their 
students. 258 students enroll for the 
1865-66 term; 490 the following year. 

1866 Baseball is first played at the 
University. In 1872, the baseball club 
plays the University’s first “intercol-
legiate” contest, facing a team from 
Washington and Lee. In 1877, a  
permanent club for intercollegiate  
sports is established. 

1867-1869 With plantation society 
dismantled and industrialization rising, 
the University expands its school of civil 
engineering and adds schools of industrial 
chemistry (1867) and agriculture (1869). 

1871 Boarding house residents form 
the “Cabell House Men” singing group, 
marked as the origin of the Virginia 
Glee Club, the oldest music group at the 
University. Some famous names add 
their voices to the Glee Club over the 
years, including Woodrow Wilson, who 
sang first tenor during the 1879–1880 
season.  

1838 1865

July 4, 1838  
The first meeting of the Society 
of Alumni of the University of 
Virginia, now known as the Alumni 
Association, is held in the Rotunda.
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1876-1877 Brooks Hall is built as a 
natural history museum, its Victorian 
architectural style a striking visual 
contrast to Jefferson’s classicism. 

March 30, 1885 A cornerstone is laid 
for the University Chapel in the shadow 
of the Rotunda, Jefferson’s deliberately 
secular centerpiece of his Academical 
Village. Proposals for a chapel on 
Grounds started as early as 1835. 

1888 Electric lights installed in selected 
University buildings.    

 1888 Students choose orange and 
blue as the school colors, replacing silver 
gray and cardinal red that symbolized the 
Confederate uniform stained with blood. 
UVA plays Johns Hopkins in football. In 
1889, the football team has a regular 
schedule, the baseball field is fenced in 
and spectators are charged admission.

1888 First edition of Corks and Curls year-
book published, to this day a vital archive of 
UVA history.

1890 College Topics, the school newspa-
per, founded.

1893 Caroline Preston Davis, grand-
daughter of slain professor John A.G. 
Davis, is awarded a math “certificate” 
rather than a diploma, because she is a 
woman. The next year, Addis M. Meade 
earns a master’s in mathematics, but 
faculty and the Board of Visitors decide 
that women will no longer be admitted.   

1896-1898 Rotunda restored by 
American architect Stanford White, 
adding east and west wings and a 
portico and steps on the north. White 
significantly modifies Jefferson’s interior 
design, combining two of its three floors 
into an atrium library. 

1897 In connection with the Rotunda 
restoration, White also designs Cabell 
Hall, Rouss Laboratory and Cocke Hall, 
closing in the Lawn on the south. Later, 
this is viewed as deliberately erecting 
a barrier between the University and a 
nearby African-American neighborhood 
known as “Canada.”   

1899 At 664 students, enrollment for 
the first time exceeds the peak before 
the Civil War.  

 1901 University Hospital opens. 
Women permitted to enroll in a two-year 
nursing program. 

1903 Fourth-year James Hay Jr. 
publishes his iconic “The Honor Men” in 
Corks and Curls, an elegy to UVA, which 
ends with the famous line, “I have worn 
the honors of Honor. I graduated from 
Virginia.” 

ALDERMAN- 
NEWCOMB ERA  
(1904–1947)
In the Progressive Era, the 
growing and modernizing 
University joined the ranks 
of the elite in American 
higher education, but its 
expanding opportunities 
remained blocked for women 
and African Americans.

1904 A Virginia graduate is chosen 
in the initial class of Rhodes scholars; 
through 2018, 53 Virginia students have 
won the prestigious annual fellowship to 
study at Oxford University. 

 April 13, 1905 
Edwin Alderman 
inaugurated as first 
president of the 
University. Under 
Jefferson’s design, 
the chairman of 
the faculty was 
the administrative 
head of the University. 
A Progressive Era reformer, Alderman 
envisions the University at the head of a 
comprehensive public education system 
and as the source of modern expertise 
for government and industry. 

1905 Curry School of Education created, 
in keeping with the movement to expand 
public primary and secondary schools. 

1888 1895

Oct. 27, 1895  
Rotunda burns to a shell. Fire begins in the annex and spreads to the 
Rotunda despite Professor William Echols dynamiting the connecting 
portico. Students save portraits, thousands of books from the library 
and Alexander Galt’s statue of Jefferson. 
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1907 Phi Beta Kappa chapter established. 

1909 The president’s house, Carr’s Hill, 
completed. Like the Rotunda restoration 
and other buildings, it was designed by 
McKim, Mead & White. 

1910 In a campaign that will continue 
for years, Richmond activist Mary-Cooke 
Branch Munford presses the General 
Assembly to create a “coordinate” 
women’s college in Charlottesville. 
Opponents view the idea as a wedge 
toward admitting women to the University. 

1913 The Honor Committee becomes 
part of student government, to preside 
over violations of the Honor Code, gradu-
ally extending to conduct such as passing 
bad checks, breaking a no-drinking 
pledge or answering “present” for a 
fellow student absent at roll call. 

1915 Eugenics proponent Ivey Lewis is 
hired as chair of the School of Biology. 
With Alderman’s support and other 
faculty advocates, over the next decades 
the University becomes a center of a 
genetic-engineering movement that is 
eventually scorned as white supremacist 
pseudo-science.  

1916 For the first time, public school stu-
dents outnumber private school students 
enrolled at the University. Alderman is a 
champion of public schools.

 March 19, 1917 Lafayette Escadrille 
pilot James Rogers McConnell, who left 
the University to fight with the French in 
World War I, dies in aerial combat. He is 
memorialized by “The Aviator” statue on 
Grounds in 1919.  

1918 The bill to establish a women’s 
college at UVA fails in the General 
Assembly by two votes, despite 
Alderman’s support. William and Mary 
becomes fully coeducational in 1918 as 
an alternative.  

April 12-13, 1919 The University’s 
centennial celebration is delayed by World 
War I, but Alumni Association Secretary 
Lewis Crenshaw orchestrates a celebra-
tion in Paris for hundreds of students and 
alumni who served and remain overseas.

1919 Sidney Fiske Kimball arrives in 
Charlottesville to establish a School of 
Architecture at UVA.

1920 Women are allowed admission to 
graduate and professional schools; three 
enroll in Law, four in Medicine, three in 
Education, seven in Arts & Sciences. 
Men number more than 1,550 at the 
University at the time. Five women are 
awarded Education degrees in 1922. 

1921 UVA celebrates its centennial 
with four days of speeches, processions, 
memorials, banquets, a “pilgrimage to 
Monticello,” and an outdoor pageant on 
the theme of truth-pursuing, honor- 
seeking youth that blends Jefferson, 
Lafayette, Socrates and Athena with 
music and dancing Greek maidens. After 
Final Exercises, the celebration closes 
with Jefferson’s image rendered in 
fireworks above the Lawn, along with the 
words “Jefferson Still Lives.” 

1926 Mary-Cooke Branch Munford is 
appointed to the BOV, where she serves 
until her death in 1938. She is the third 
woman to serve on the board. Mary 
Munford Hall, built in 1951, is the first 
residence hall at UVA built specifically 
for women. 

1927 Chi Omega is the first women’s 
fraternity established at UVA (before 
the term sorority was in use, and almost 
a half-century before undergraduate 
admissions would fully enroll women).

1929 In 25 years under Alderman’s 
presidency, student enrollment grows 
from 500 to 2,200. Faculty members 
increase from 48 to 290. 

Oct. 15, 1931 UVA football hosts VMI 
before 22,000 at the new Scott Stadium, 
which replaces Lambeth Field.  

1931 Alderman dies after a stroke. John 
L. Newcomb (Engr 1903), dean of engi-
neering and Alderman’s assistant since 
1926, is appointed acting president.  

 Oct. 6, 1933 After more 
than two years, the BOV 
elects Newcomb as the 
University’s second 
president. As the Great 
Depression deepens, he 
faces significant funding 
cuts from the state.

1935 Alice Jackson, an African-
American graduate of Virginia Union, is 
denied admission for graduate study by 
the BOV, which cites the state’s “fixed 
policy” of segregated education. 

1938 Boxing team wins the University’s 
first NCAA championship. Through 2018, 
UVA teams have also been NCAA cham-
pions in lacrosse, soccer, tennis, cross 
country, rowing and baseball, for 25 in all.  

1917 1937

1937 
Construction of Alderman Library is 
made possible by a New Deal public 
works grant. The next year, the 
library is dedicated and the nearby 
Anatomical Theatre is taken down.
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June 10, 1940 In an address at Finals, 
President Roosevelt delivers the “dagger 
in the back” speech in response to Italy 
joining Nazi Germany’s war on France. In 
what historians regard a turning point, 
FDR declares America will materially aid 
the Allies and make military and indus-
trial preparations in case the country is 
drawn into the world war. 

1941-1945 Enrollment drops below 
2,000 during World War II. More than 
6,000 alumni and students served, and 
321 died in the war.

1944 Mary Washington College in 
Fredericksburg becomes the “coordinate 
college” for undergraduate women. After 
two years at Mary Washington, women 
can transfer into the University. 

1946 With troops back from the war, 
enrollment quickly tops 4,000 as the GI 
Bill provides tuition grants that encour-
age veterans to pursue higher education.

 

POST-WAR BOOM  
(1947–1990)
Enrollment climbs as 
the University enters 
an era of prosperity, 
widening opportunity and 
tumultuous social change. 

 1947 Former Virginia Gov. 
Colgate Darden (Col 1922) 

inaugurated as third pres-
ident of the University. 
He sees the University 
as integral to Virginia’s 
public school system. 
To “democratize” the 

University by reducing 
social exclusivity—and to 

curb drunken carousing—he 
prompts a ban on first-years 

joining fraternities. 

1947 The Garden Club of Virginia begins 
its curation of the pavilion gardens.

1948 By 1948, the GI Bill is financing 
more than 3,000 of the University’s 

5,000 students. The postwar GI boom 
soon subsides, but by 1960 enrollment is 
back to 5,000, and climbing.  

1948 College Topics changes its name to 
The Cavalier Daily.  

 1950 A federal court compels the 
University to admit Gregory Swanson 
to the Law School. He is the first black 
student enrolled at UVA.  

June 1953 Earning a doctorate in 
education, Walter Ridley becomes the 
first African American awarded a degree 
by the University. Two months later, 
E. Louise Stokes Hunter is awarded a 
doctorate in education, becoming the 
first African-American woman awarded a 
degree by UVA.  

1955 To encourage economic devel-
opment and management skills, the 
University establishes the first graduate 
school of business in the South. In 1974 it 
is named to honor Darden.   

1957 William Faulkner becomes UVA’s 
first writer-in-residence, serving from 
1957 to 1959 and then lecturing in 
American literature from 1960 until his 
death in 1962. He bequeaths most of his 
papers to the University’s library, creating 
the largest Faulkner archive in the world.

June 1959 Graduating from the School 
of Engineering, Robert Bland becomes the 
first African American to earn an under-
graduate degree from the University.  

 Oct. 6, 1959 Edgar 
Shannon is inaugurated 
as fourth president 
of the University. He 
presides over a period 
of social turbulence, 
and enrollment more 
than doubles, topping 
10,000 by 1970. 

1960s Living on the Lawn becomes 
more prestigious with the introduction of 
a formal selection process.

March 25, 1963 Invited by a small 
coalition of African-American and white 
students, Martin Luther King Jr. speaks 
on civil rights and social justice at Old 
Cabell Hall. 

1963-67 New Dorms constructed along 
Alderman Road to meet enrollment growth.

1965 University Hall opens as the home 
for UVA basketball. 

1968 A committee appointed by 
President Shannon recommends that all 
restrictions on admission of women be 
rescinded. The Honor Committee asserts 
that admitting women will hurt the Honor 
System. Shannon appoints a committee 
under Provost Frank Hereford to address 
the practical considerations of admitting 
women, such as the impact on dormitories. 

1969 To redress a history of discour-
aging African-American enrollment, 
Shannon’s administration hires a black 
admissions officer and energizes a high 
school recruiting program.   

1947

1958  
Newcomb Hall opens. Derided 
by some as “State U-ism” and 
“Darden’s Folly,” the new student 
center caps Darden’s “democrati-
zation” campaign to provide more 
social and activity space for  
nonfraternity students.  

1958
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1969 The BOV proposes limited admis-
sion of women over a 10-year period.   

September 1969 Having success-
fully challenged in federal court the 
University’s delayed lifting of restrictions, 
Virginia “Ginger” Scott of Charlottesville 
is the first woman enrolled as a first-year 
student in the College of Arts & Sciences.  

 October 1969 Under pressure from 
the federal court, the BOV resolves to 
admit women on the same basis as men in 
1972, with transitional admissions of 450 
in 1970 and 550 in 1971.  

September 1970 
Approximately 1,000 
women apply to UVA, 
and the 450 enrolled 
make up 39 percent 
of the entering class. 
The next year, 2,500 
women apply to fill the 
550 openings allotted.    

1972 The Honor System single 
sanction undergoes the first of what will 
be 14 student referendum challenges 
over the ensuing 44 years.

1973 The first African-American Greek 
societies form on Grounds, with fraternity 
Omega Psi Phi and sororities Delta Sigma 
Theta and Alpha Kappa Alpha (1974).

1974 North Grounds established, with 
new law, business and Judge Advocate 
General schools as anchors.

 Oct. 9, 1974 Frank Hereford 
(Col ’43, Grad ’47) inau-
gurated as fifth University 
president. Enrollment is more 
than 14,000. 

1975 Miller Center is estab-
lished, focused on presidential 

scholarship, history and public 
policy. It is a rich repository of 

presidential history, including secret Oval 
Office tapes from FDR to Richard Nixon. 

 July 1976 Renovated and remodeled 
to reflect Jefferson’s original interior, the 
Rotunda reopens. Gov. Mills Godwin (Law 
’38) hosts Queen Elizabeth II (shown 
above with UVA President Hereford) 
in the Dome Room in connection with 
America’s bicentennial celebration. 

August 1976 The Office of Minority 
Affairs is created, capping years of 
activism to improve University life for 
African-American students.  

Fall 1980 For the first time, the number 
of women entering the University exceeds 
the number of men. By 1995, female stu-
dents outnumber male students overall, a 
fact that has persisted since.  

1981 The cross country team wins UVA’s 
first women’s NCAA championship. 

May 4–9, 1970  
“May Days” protests against the Vietnam War disrupt the University.  
Many UVA students join the national student strike and thousands 
demonstrate after four Kent State student protesters are killed by 
National Guard troops in Ohio. Shannon refuses to cancel classes but 
wins student support with a dramatic speech opposing the war to a 
crowd of 4,000 on the Lawn. 

1970 1976
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 1985 Robert O’Neil inaugurated as 
sixth president of the University. 

During his tenure, programs are 
established in environmental 
science, women’s studies, biomedi-
cal ethics and Tibetan studies.

1987 University and Monticello 
named UNESCO World Heritage sites.   

1987 The first Black Alumni Weekend 
leads to the creation of the Ridley 
scholarship for African-
American students 
from Virginia. The 
Holland scholar-
ship is established 
the next year 
for out-of-state 
African-American 
students. In 
2009, the Holland 
fund is renamed 
to also honor former 
Dean of Admission Jack 
Blackburn. All merge under 
the Ridley name in 2010.    

1989 Women’s Center opens to  
support women’s lives and leadership at 
the University.

MODERN ERA 
(1990–present)
Turbulent social change 
subsides into an era 
of dramatic financial 
growth, greater diversity 
and critical reflection.

 1990 John Casteen (Col ’65, Grad ’66, 
’70) inaugurated as seventh president 

of the University, overseeing a 
20-year period of enrollment 

growth, construction and finan-
cial challenges. Enrollment will 
grow from 18,000 to 24,000.  

1992 New business school 
built, designed by modern-day 

classicist Robert A.M. Stern.

1993 U.S. News & World Report ranks 
the University the No. 1 public university 
in the country. UVA has consistently 
placed in the top three. 

1997 The old business school gets 
retrofitted as part of the expanded David 
A. Harrison III Law Grounds.

1998 Larry Sabato (Col ’74) founds the 
Center for Politics to improve politics and 
civic engagement. It grows into a nation-
ally prominent source of nonpartisan 
political commentary and prediction.

2000 After several renovations, Scott 
Stadium seating increases to more than 
60,000. 

2004 AccessUVA financial aid 
program begins, enabling students from 
low-income families to attend UVA free 
of debt. In 10 years, the cost grows to 
$40 million per year, and the program is 
modified in 2014 to include a maximum 
of $7,000 per year in loans.

2004 The Dell is completed. This 11-acre 
water management project created a 
pond and garden paths while solving 
complicated environmental problems 
going back almost to the University’s 
founding. 

2006 With the state providing an 
ever-shrinking share of their budgets, 
UVA and other selective Virginia colleges 
explore the prospect of “going private.” 
That radical idea is not formally pro-
posed, but the General Assembly agrees 
to loosen state control over tuition, 
spending and administration.  

 2006 John Paul Jones Arena opens, 
replacing U-Hall as home to UVA basket-
ball, concerts and shows. 

2007 Batten School of Leadership and 
Public Policy is founded. 

1982 
Final “Easters” celebration, culminating a crackdown Hereford 
began in the mid-1970s after the weeklong party dating to the 1890s 
had become a nationally notorious, drunken, mud-soaked melee—or, 
as Playboy called it, “the best party in America.”

20061982
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2008-2015 “New” New Dorms replace 
the old New Dorms (but keep many of 
the names) in a phased modernization 
and expansion project.  

2010 Faculty diversity increases during 
Casteen’s 20-year tenure, with UVA’s 
rank in the Association of American 
Universities improving from 58th to 

48th in female faculty and from 21st 
to 12th in African-American 

faculty.   

 Aug. 1, 2010 Teresa 
A. Sullivan takes office 
as the University’s first 
female president. As the 
nation and the University 

slowly recover from the 
Great Recession, she will 

be challenged by manage-
ment crisis and by social and 

political turmoil. 

June 2012  Sullivan resigns under pres-
sure from several BOV members to cut 
traditional elements of the liberal arts 
curriculum. Students, faculty and alumni 
protest Sullivan’s surprise ouster and 
the furor draws national attention. She is 
dramatically reinstated after 17 days.

September 2013 President’s 
Commission on Slavery and the University 
created, building on previous initiatives 
to discover and commemorate the role of 
enslaved people in the University’s history. 

November 2014 Rolling Stone 
magazine publishes “A Rape on Campus,” 
igniting a furor with its false claim of a 
gang rape at Phi Kappa Psi fraternity and 
tolerance of a “rape culture” at UVA. As 
investigation begins, parties at fraterni-
ties are suspended until January, when 
they adopt stricter safety and alcohol 
policies. The story is discredited and 
retracted. Rolling Stone pays millions in 
resulting defamation suits. 

March 2015 A new residence hall 
is named Gibbons House in honor of 
William and Isabella Gibbons, married 
slaves owned by different professors 
before being freed after the Civil War. 
Isabella Gibbons became a teacher and 
William Gibbons a minister.  

June 2015 UVA baseball team wins 
College World Series. 

 2016 Rotunda reopens after restoration. 

June 2017 “Freedom Ring” design 
approved for the Memorial to Enslaved 
Laborers, which will occupy a prominent 
place between Brooks Hall and the Corner. 

Aug. 11, 2017 The night before a deadly 
“Unite the Right” demonstration in 
Charlottesville, national white suprem-
acists march on Grounds with torches, 
brawling with student counterprotesters 
surrounding the Jefferson statue on the 
Rotunda’s north terrace.  

October 2017 On the 200th anniver-
sary of Presidents Jefferson, Madison 
and Monroe laying the cornerstone for 
Central College, the University launches 
its bicentennial celebrations.  

 Oct. 19, 2018 James E. Ryan (Law 
’92) formally installed as the University’s 
ninth president. 

SOURCES: This timeline has 
extracted milestone dates, 
figures, characters and events 
from histories by Philip Alexander 
Bruce, Thomas Perkins Abernethy, 
Virginius Dabney, and Rex Bowman 
and Carlos Santos; articles in 
Virginia Magazine, University News, 
The Chronicle of Higher Education 
and various newspapers; exhibition 
narratives by the UVA Library; 
UVA Annual Financial Reports; a 
list of key dates by the Office of 
University Communications; and 
other research. The division of eras 
was suggested by Coy Barefoot.

2012 
Major Rotunda renovations begin. 
The dome roof and oculus and 
the crumbling marble capitals on 
exterior columns will be replaced. 
New heating, cooling, plumbing and 
lighting systems will be installed.

2012 2018
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cross the country, institutions of higher edu-
cation are planning for significant external 
pressures on the horizon. As UVA prepares 
to enter its third century, we ask: What 
might the University, and higher education 
broadly, look like as the decades unfold?

UVA appears well-positioned to 
address coming demographic changes, and new President 
James E. Ryan (Law ’92) has, through actions and 
words, made a clear priority of using the University’s 
advantages for the public good. Yet the institution’s com-
paratively privileged position gives it its own unique set 
of questions. Choices made by leaders yet-to-come will 
reinforce, reshape or reinvent UVA’s mission and values, 

WHAT 
LIES 

AHEAD 
FOR 

HIGHER 
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UVA has distinct  
advantages as it enters 

its next century.  
That doesn’t mean  

it’s going to be easy. 
By Matthew Dewald
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some say. Probably, their choices will do all three.
A major source of change will come through demo-

graphics. Analysis by the Western Interstate Commission 
for Higher Education indicates that the number of high 
school graduates will begin declining in the mid-2020s 
owing to today’s falling fertility rates, which began drop-
ping in 2008. By the early 2030s, high school gradua-
tion rates are expected to dip as much as 5 percent below 
today’s levels. With these changes, universities across the 
country will be choosing from a shrinking pool of prospec-
tive students.

Nathan Grawe, an economics professor at Carleton 
College, says the news for colleges is even worse than 
is suggested by the coming drop in the number of high 

school graduates. After digging into demographic data to 
account for predictors of college attendance, he predicts 
“an unprecedented reduction in postsecondary demand 
about a decade ahead,” by as much as 15 percent.

UVA officials monitor these changes closely, says 
Gregory Roberts, UVA’s dean of admission. He says he 
expects their impact to vary by institution.

“There have been declines in the Rust Belt and the 
Northeast, but at the same time there will be significant 
increases in Hispanic students, for example,” he says. “We 
do not anticipate this to heavily impact our ability to enroll 
a richly diverse and talented class of students each year. 
However, some institutions nationally and within our 
state, particularly high-priced regional private colleges, are 

200
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already beginning to feel the crunch 
and have seen enrollment decline.”

A changing demography is just 
one of the coming external pressures. 
Technology is fundamentally chang-
ing how we access information and 
what we do with it, so what colleges 
and universities do with students 
once they enroll is bound to evolve.

“I have a colleague who said in 
this day and age, content is cheap but 
learning is expensive,” says Josipa 
Roksa, a professor of sociology and 
education at UVA’s Curry School of 
Education. “If we’re going to exist as 
brick and mortar and have students 
come and invest resources to study in 
a place like this, our position has to be, 
‘What do we offer that is not content?’ 
It’s going to have to be the experience. 
You have exposure to opportunities 
that you wouldn’t otherwise have.”

Robert Pianta, dean of the Curry 
School, agrees, saying that instruction 
will move away from the traditional 
model of a professor delivering infor-
mation to one that asks: What can 
students do with that knowledge? He 
also believes that UVA’s third century 
will challenge it to rethink how stu-
dents are evaluated and even what it 
means to be in a class. Online inter-
actions with students are already 
more individualized than “when I 
was standing in front of a classroom 
of 30,” he says. “Often in that situa-
tion, you have two or three students 
who dominate discussion.” Course 

structures will likely expand, too.
“I think we will see some unbun-

dling of the standard three-credit, 
15-week semester model, even of 
education on Grounds, and watch it 
morph. We’ll see the emergence of a 
portfolio-driven approach” in which 
student work is compiled in order to 
evaluate growth over time. This, he 
says, is a “smarter and more efficient 
way to deliver education, much more 
nimble. It’s a big lift for institutions 
like ours and everybody else with this 
model of learning, but I have no doubt 
we’re headed that way.”

Additionally, he foresees that 
much more education will happen 
outside of the traditional classroom, 
particularly in courses where stu-
dents are studying difficult economic, 
social and other issues. Increasingly, 
students won’t study an issue from 
afar but, rather, immerse themselves 
in environments where these issues 
are pressing. 

“I think one big mistake universi-
ties have made with respect to solving 
social problems is that we predefine 
the problem for the client and then 
we drop in and drop out,” he says. 
Through sustained, firsthand expe-
rience with clients and communities, 
students can become more attuned 
not only to obstacles but also to an 
often unseen but extraordinary level 
of assets that already exist just below 
the surface.

“When you bring that back, you 

have opportunities to cultivate 
our students’ reflection, their own 
self-awareness about the biases they 
bring and the skills they’re learning,” 
he says.

The coming century will push 
UVA to become more outwardly 
focused for more reasons than 
just the students’ education, says 
Benjamin Castleman, an associ-
ate professor at Curry. He says it is 
a logical response to declining pub-
lic financial support for higher edu-
cation, growing skepticism about its 

value and rising student debt.
“All of that speaks to me about the 

importance of UVA in its third century 
being as external in its focus as it is 
internal,” he says. The coming century 
will challenge UVA to consider how it 
can use the skills and expertise of its 
faculty, staff and students “to support 
the well-being of the commonwealth 
overall and of individuals within the 
commonwealth,” a development he 
describes as coming full circle with 
aspects of UVA’s original mission and 
a priority for President Ryan. 

Castleman says it is still too early 
in the development of online edu-
cation to understand which models 
bring value for students and which 
will enroll more students over time. 
When that time comes, he believes 
it will give urgency to another ques-
tion for UVA: “How can the University 
support the many people in the com-
monwealth who would benefit from a 
UVA education?” beyond, as he puts 
it, “a select few thousand Virginians 
who get to Charlottesville.”

Extending UVA’s reach throughout 
the commonwealth was a recurrent 
theme of Ryan’s inaugural address in 
October. “I see [a] vibrant presence 
in Northern Virginia for our business 
and medical schools,” he said, later 
adding, “I see a strong, mission-driven 
College at Wise and deeper connec-
tions between our campus at Wise 
and our faculty and students on the 
Grounds in Charlottesville.”

Robert Pianta
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Lurking beneath all of these issues 
is the question of whom UVA serves. 
Grawe, the Carleton professor with 
the ominous demographic forecasts, 
predicts that the coming changes will 
further consolidate the positions of 
well-funded, high-reputation insti-
tutions like UVA. The falling enroll-
ments, tightened budgets and reduced 
student services will fall most harshly 
upon the less-advantaged institutions 
that the vast majority of America’s 
college students attend. America’s 
privileged institutions, like its most 
privileged citizens, will continue to 
come out ahead, he foresees.

These issues deeply concern 
Roksa, the UVA sociologist. “The 
world is becoming more diverse but 
also becoming less equal,” she says. 
“Those two forces can have a per-
verse effect. … If you just let inequal-
ity forces work, [UVA] will become 
less diverse.”

Recent actions by the Board of 
Visitors and President Ryan and 
the responsiveness of UVA’s donors 
indicate the seriousness with which 
they contemplate these challenges. 
In August, the Board made a $100 
million investment in matching 
scholarships designed to help fund 
UVA’s need-based aid. Donors fully 
matched a similar investment in 
2016 in only 18 months, resulting in 
$212 million for endowments whose 
earnings will support more than  
140 scholarships.

“In order to build a diverse, vibrant 
community at UVA, we need to make 
it easier for talented students to 
come here, regardless of their abil-
ity to pay,” Ryan said when that effort  
was announced. 

Such initiatives can help the 
University counteract some forms of 
inequality, but the roots of many of the 
thorniest issues are well-established 
long before a student gets to UVA. 
White students will continue to 
enjoy the best pre-college educational 
opportunities disproportionately, 
Roksa says, even as their numbers 
dwindle and the country, as a whole, 
becomes more diverse. 

High school graduates in the 
western U.S. are already majority 
nonwhite, according to the WICHE 
report, and the South’s will become 
so in the next few years. These trends 
are unfolding slowly in the Northeast 
and Midwest too. 

The students graduating from 
high school during UVA’s third cen-
tury will be more racially and ethni-
cally diverse than ever, as will UVA’s 
future students, Roberts, the admis-
sion dean, says.

“Within a decade, white students 
will fall below 50 percent at many 
institutions due to shifting demo-
graphics and increasingly sophis-
ticated recruitment and outreach 
efforts in underserved areas of the 
country and world,” Roberts says. He 

says UVA continually evaluates strat-
egies to connect with all kinds of stu-
dents and encourage them to consider 
UVA. 

Roberts’ office will also continue its 
advocacy for expanding the reach of 
the Virginia College Advising Corps—
which places recent graduates in 
under resourced high schools to serve 
as college counselors—and continue 
to identify other promising strategies.

However, Roksa worries that even 
if the University recruits a more 
diverse student body, other trends 
could mean that students from dif-
ferent backgrounds will arrive in 
Charlottesville knowing less and less 
about one another.

“Students from the top and bottom 
of economic scale don’t encounter one 
another,” she says. “We have increas-
ing racial segregation. Students don’t 
grow up in diverse neighborhoods or 
go to diverse high schools.”

It would be naïve to think that 
when these students get to Grounds, 
these differences would melt away, 
and indeed they don’t, she says. “It 
will be crucial for institutions to have 
a strong moral compass,” she says, 
particularly at a school like UVA. 

Pianta, Curry’s dean, has similar 
concerns.

“The biggest challenge is inequal-
ity in society,” he says. “It’s just rip-
ping us apart. I am a strong believer 
that education has a strong role to 
play in addressing that concern.”

Ryan made a similar point in his 
inaugural address, when, in announc-
ing need-based tuition waivers, he 
said, “I see a community that opens 
wide the door to opportunity for 
first-generation, low-, and middle- 
income students.”

In all, it was a speech very much 
aimed at the future of higher educa-
tion. Said Ryan, “We have a chance to 
show the world what progress looks 
like.” 
Matthew Dewald is an editor and 
writer who lives in Richmond, Virginia.

The biggest challenge is inequality in 
society,” says Curry School Dean Robert 
Pianta. “It’s just ripping us apart. ... 
Education has a strong role to play in 
addressing that concern.”

Josipa 
Roksa
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 Edgar Allan 
Poe (1826)
The former 
resident of 13 
West Range 
left the newly 

established Uni-
versity because 

of lack of funds. 
Then, after failing at 

West Point, Poe went 
on to make his mark as one 

of the first well-known Ameri-
cans to make an (albeit meager) 
living as a writer. Some of his 
best-known works, including The 
Raven, The Cask of Amontillado 
and The Tell-Tale Heart, showcase 
his somber and at times macabre 
style, and his detective novels are 
said to have inspired Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s character, Sher-
lock Holmes. 

John Stevenson (Law 1834)
U.S. congressman from Kentucky 
(1857-1861) who supported Sen. 
John Crittenden’s compromise 
plan for preserving the Union; 
governor of Kentucky (1867-
1871); U.S. senator (1871-1877) 
and president of the American 
Bar Association (1884-1885).

James Lawrence Orr (Law 1841) 
Former South Carolina governor 

and 22nd speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives; served 
as a member of both the Confed-
erate Senate and the Confederate 
Army; appointed by President 
Grant as minister to Russia in 
1872. 

Bernard Gaines Farrar Jr.  
(Col 1852)
Farrar enlisted in the Union 
Army while living in the border 
state of Missouri. He eventually 
served as Missouri’s provost-
marshal- general and formed 
what would later become the 6th 
U.S. Colored Heavy Artillery—an 
all-black regiment, most former 
slaves. After the Civil War, Farrar 
was Missouri’s assistant U.S. 
treasurer under President William 
Henry Harrison.  

 Maj. Walter 
Reed (Col 
1869)
In his exper-
iments as a 
U.S. Army 
surgeon, Reed 
confirmed 

that mosquitoes transmitted 
yellow fever, which had ravaged 
troops during the Spanish 
American War. Some consider the 
discovery the greatest single  

contribution to medicine in 
history. Multiple medical facilities 
have been named in Reed’s honor 
since 1909, including the Walter 
Reed National Military Medical 
Center, dedicated in 2011. 

John Bassett Moore (Law 1880)
First American to serve on the 
Permanent Court of International 
Justice, also known as the World 
Court (1921-1928); justice of the 
Permanent Court of International 
Arbitration at The Hague (1912-
1938); alumnus for whom UVA’s 
John Bassett Moore Society of 
International Law is named.

William “Reddy” Holding Echols 
(Engr 1882) 
This much-admired mathematics 
professor—for whom the Echols 
Scholars Program is named—
was on Grounds in 1895 when 
the Rotunda annex caught fire. 
Hoping to contain the flames, 
he catapulted 100 pounds of 
dynamite onto the portico con-
necting the annex and the famed 
dome. Though the dramatic effort 
proved ineffective, he nonetheless 
became a Virginia legend.

Claude Swanson (Law 1886)
U.S. congressman (1893-1906) 
and senator from Virginia (1910-

1933); Secretary of the Navy 
(1933-1939); governor of Virginia 
(1906-1910) who helped fund the 
state’s first highway system. 

Caroline Preston Davis  
(Col 1893)
The granddaughter of law pro-
fessor John A.G. Davis (famously 
shot by a student on the Lawn), 
Caroline Preston Davis became 
the University’s first female 
student after she petitioned to 
study mathematics in 1892. She 
was allowed only to learn private-
ly from professors, however, and 
was granted a “pass certificate” 
rather than a diploma. She passed 
with distinction.

Joseph Taylor Robinson  
(Law 1895)
Governor of Arkansas for two 
months before filling vacant U.S. 
Senate seat (1913-1937); Demo-
cratic majority leader who helped 
pass the New Deal (1933-1937); 
vice presidential nominee in the 
1928 election, the first Arkansan 
on a major-party ticket.

Adm. William F. “Bull” Halsey 
(Med 1900)
After two years at UVA, Adm. 
Halsey received his coveted 
appointment to the U.S. Naval 

No University of Virginia  
retrospective would be complete without 
remembering some of the accomplished men 
and women who have shared these Grounds. 
We knew at the outset that narrowing down 
hundreds of thousands of alumni to a few pages 
would be nearly impossible; we’d have to omit 
countless individuals with achievements at least 
as remarkable. And that’s not even to mention 
those alumni who have flown under the radar—
living quiet lives of great importance among 
their loved ones and communities. 

With all appropriate disclaimers then, and  
also an open invitation for you to add to our list, 
here’s a roundup of some of UVA’s foremost  
former students. 

An incomplete list of 
notable alumni who 
shared the University

By Ken Budd, Bernadette Kinlaw, Jodi Macfarlan, 
Diane J. McDougall and Sarah Poole

On Common 
Grounds
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Academy. He later earned his 
wings at age 51 and joined the 
growing aviation force. A mission 
took him away from Pearl Harbor 
just before the Japanese bombing 
in 1941, but his actions in World 
War II earned him a reputation 
as America’s most acclaimed 
fighting admiral. 

 W.W. Yen (Col 1900)
Yen (formal name Yan Huiqing) 
was the first Chinese student to 
earn a degree from UVA. He went 
on to have international influence 
as China’s first ambassador to 
the Soviet Union and as that 
country’s premier and acting 
president. In 2017, UVA’s Board 
of Visitors renamed a dorm at the 
International Residential College 
in his honor.

Wade Hampton Frost (Col 1901, 
Med 1903)
Pioneering epidemiologist who 
researched yellow fever, polio and 
influenza; founding dean of the 
Johns Hopkins School of Public 
Health; professorship named after 
him in the UVA Medical School. 

Alben Barkley (Law 1904)
Born to Kentucky tenant farmers, 
Barkley went on to serve in the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
and then the U.S. Senate, where 
he helped steer Franklin D. 
Roosevelt’s New Deal through 
Congress. In 1948, at nearly 71, he 
became the oldest person elected 
vice president, under Harry S. 
Truman, and served four years. 

William Alexander Fleet  
(Col 1904)  
A member of the first class of 
American Rhodes scholars, Fleet 
earned his B.A. from UVA before 
beginning studies at Oxford in 
1904. Frustrated by the U.S. 
government’s neutrality during 
the early part of World War I, he 
joined the British Army in 1917 
and served in the famed Grena-
dier Guards until he was killed in 
action the following May. 

Adm. Richard E. Byrd (Col 1908)
After studying for one year at 
UVA, Adm. Byrd graduated from 
the U.S. Naval Academy and 
later retired as a rear admiral. He 
gained fame during the world’s 
aviation races for his daring polar 
expeditions—receiving the Tiffany 
Cross Medal of Honor for his 1926 
continuous flight over the North 
Pole and back, and a Congressio-
nal Medal for his first Antarctic 
expedition (1928-1930). Byrd 
went on to aid other aviators, 
including Charles Lindbergh, and 
is recognized as having launched 
the era of aerial exploration of 
Antarctica. 

Alexander Vandegrift (Col 1908)
Major general in the U.S. Marine 
Corps who led the assault on 
Guadalcanal in World War II; first 
Marine to receive both the Navy 
Cross and Medal of Honor and the 
first on active duty to become a 

four-star general; commandant of 
the U.S. Marine Corps (1944-1948).

John “James” Alcorn Rector 
(Law 1909)
First Cavalier to medal in the 
Olympic Games, taking silver in 
the 1908 100-meter dash; served 
as a St. Louis lawyer for the bulk 
of his career.

James Rogers McConnell  
(Col 1910) 
Weeks before the U.S. entered 
World War I, McConnell—a flier 
in the Lafayette Escadrille—was 
killed in a dogfight over France. 
He had joined the French war 
effort in 1915 as an ambulance 
driver and received the Croix de 
Guerre for rescuing a wounded 
soldier. McConnell left UVA before 
earning his degree, but “The 
Aviator” statue near Clemons 
Library honors him.

WOODROW WILSON (LAW 1880) 
A Staunton, Virginia, native, Wilson attended the Law School for a year 
before changing course to study, teach, and write about political science 
and history. He served as president of Princeton University, his alma mater, 
and as governor of New Jersey before being elected president of the United 
States. Though his proposed Fourteen Points for peace were rejected in 
favor of the Treaty of Versailles following World War I, he was awarded the 
1919 Nobel Peace Prize for his work on the League of Nations.

GEORGIA O’KEEFFE (ATTENDED 1912-1914)
O’Keeffe’s time at UVA was short—three summers—
but scholars think one professor’s classroom exercise 
guided her style throughout a career for which she 
earned the title “mother of American modernism.” 
Gaining unprecedented fame for a female artist of her 
time, she was lauded by two presidents and received 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom (1977) and the 
National Medal of Arts (1985). Her 1932 Jimson Weed/
White Flower No. 1 holds the record for the highest-
valued painting sold by a female artist: $44.4 million. 
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Robert Kent Gooch (Col 1914, 
Grad 1915)
In addition to quarterback 
prowess, Gooch may well have 
been the University’s first 
Honor Chairman. He was named 
a Rhodes Scholar but didn’t 
complete his studies. Instead, 
two years before the U.S. entered 
World War I, he volunteered for 
duty as an ambulance driver in 
France. After earning additional 
degrees at Oxford University after 
the war, Gooch returned to UVA, 
where he served as a professor 
until his retirement.  

Jesse W. Beams (Grad 1926)
An experimental physicist, Beams 
worked on the first linear electron 
accelerator and the magnetic 
ultracentrifuge. He was president 
of the American Physical Society 
(1957), won the National Medal 
of Science in 1967 and spent 
decades on the UVA faculty, until 
his death in 1977.

J. Hartwell Harrison (Col 1929, 
Med 1932)
Surgeon who participated in the 
first human organ transplant using 
a living donor—between identical 
twins in 1954; co-recipient of the 
1961 Amory Prize of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Frank Gardiner Wisner (Col 1931, 
Law 1934) 
During World War II, Wisner 
became head of operations for 
the Office of Strategic Services (a 
wartime intelligence agency) in 
southeastern Europe and arranged 
the airlift of more than 1,300 
Allied prisoners of war. He later 
played a key role in establishing 
the CIA (successor to the OSS) 
and led its covert operations.

Jabez Curry Street (Grad 1931)
Physicist who co-discovered a 
fundamental particle of matter, 
known as the muon, and made 
important contributions to  

the development of the global 
radio navigation system LORAN; 
chairman of Harvard’s physics 
department. 

 Ruth Patrick (Grad 1931, 1934)
Aquatic biologist hailed for pio-
neering limnology—the scientific 
study of stream ecosystems; 
became the 12th woman elected 
into the National Academy of 
Sciences; awarded the National 
Medal of Science in 1996. 

Mortimer Caplin (Col 1937,  
Law 1940)  
102-year-old former lawyer who 
taught at the UVA School of Law 
and served as JFK’s IRS commis-
sioner; recipient of the Thomas 
Jefferson Foundation Medal in 
Law in 2001.

Harry H. Gaver (Engr 1939)
Marine second lieutenant who 
served aboard the USS Oklaho-
ma, becoming the first Virginia 
alumnus killed in WWII, when the 
Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt Jr. 
(Law 1940)
Former naval officer in World  
War II, then U.S. congressman 
from New York; named by Presi-
dent Kennedy as undersecretary 
of commerce; and served as 
chair of the Equal Opportunity 
Commission.

Robert Aldrich (Col 1941)
Hollywood director known for his 
realistic, often violent, socially 
conscious films, including What 
Ever Happened to Baby Jane?, The 
Dirty Dozen and The Longest Yard.

William “Bullet” Dudley  
(Educ 1942)
The first Cavalier to have his 
number retired in any sport, 
Dudley was also the first player 
selected in the 1942 NFL draft (by 
the Pittsburgh Steelers); and the 
only Virginian elected to both the 
College and Professional Football 
Halls of Fame. He interrupted his 

pro career to serve in World War 
II, returning to play for the Steel-
ers and then the Detroit Lions. 

Alfred K. Mann (Col 1942, Grad 
1944, Grad 1947)
Particle physicist best known for 
his role in discovering the funda-
mental properties of neutrinos; 
served as professor emeritus of 
physics at the University of Penn-
sylvania; 1981 Guggenheim Fellow.  

John Backus (Col 1946)
Led the group that developed 
FORTRAN, the first widely used 
programming language; winner 
of the National Medal of Science 
in 1975.

Karl Gordon Henize (Col 1947, 
Grad 1948)
Before his selection by NASA as 
a scientist-astronaut in 1967, 
Henize gained renown as an 
astronomer, with a nova in a 
neighboring galaxy named after 
him. His mission aboard the 
space shuttle Challenger in 1985, 
at age 58, made him the oldest 
American to fly in space. Over his 
lifetime he received numerous 
awards, including the NASA Ex-
ceptional Scientific Achievement 
Medal in 1974.

 Robert F. Kennedy (Law 1951)
As U.S. attorney general,  
Kennedy sent federal troops to 
Mississippi to enforce college 
integration. He was an ardent 
champion for the poor and for civil 
rights, and opposed expanded 
involvement in the Vietnam War. 
While a U.S. senator from New 
York, he ran for the presidency 
and was assassinated. 

EPPA RIXEY (COL 1914, GRAD 1920) 
Eppa Rixey, a left-handed pitcher, went directly from 
UVA to major league baseball. He played pro ball for 
21 seasons, with a break in 1918 to serve in Europe 
during World War I. Shortly before his death in 1963, 
he was honored with membership in the Baseball 
Hall of Fame.
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 Walter N. Ridley (Educ 1953)
The first African American to 
graduate from UVA, Ridley had 
initially been denied entrance. He 
reapplied after segregation was 
overturned and graduated at age 
43 with his doctorate. He held 
prominent roles at several univer-
sities, most notably as president 
at Elizabeth City State College 
(North Carolina) and gave lead-
ership to the American Teachers 
Association for 25 years. 

Gregory Swanson (Law 1953)
When Swanson applied to UVA 
for a master’s degree in law, he 
was already a practicing attorney. 
After the Board of Visitors 
rejected him, he sued and won 
admission, becoming the Univer-
sity’s first black student. Swanson 
wasn’t allowed to live on Grounds 
and left after one year, but his 
case led UVA to move toward 
desegregation.

John Warner (Law 1953)
A veteran of World War II and the 
Korean War, Warner served as 
secretary of the Navy (and had 
a submarine named after him) 
before being elected five times 
to the U.S. Senate, where he led 
the Armed Services Committee. 
Queen Elizabeth II honored him 
after he retired; his papers are 
stored at the UVA library. 

Edward Elson (Col 1956)  
Ambassador to Denmark (1993-
1998), where he was awarded the 
Merkonom Prize for significant 
contribution to Denmark’s eco-
nomic life; UVA Rector (1990-
1992) and member of the Board 
of Visitors (1984-1992) for whom 
the Elson Student Health Center 
is named. 

Lowell Weicker (Law 1958) 
Former politician who served Con-
necticut as a U.S. representative, 
senator and governor; member of 
the Senate Watergate Committee 
and first Republican senator to 
call for Nixon’s resignation; made 
an unsuccessful bid for the 1990 
Republican presidential nomina-
tion. 

Edward M. “Ted” Kennedy  
(Law 1959)
The youngest brother in his fam-
ily’s political dynasty, Kennedy 
served in the U.S. Senate for nine 
terms despite personal scandals. 
The unapologetically liberal Dem-
ocrat championed better health 
care, voting rights, education, 
immigration reform, and equality 
for minorities, women, gays and 
people with disabilities. 

John Tunney (Law 1959)
California congressman (1965-
1971) and U.S. senator (1971-1977) 
whose Senate campaign inspired 
Robert Redford film The Candi-
date; at UVA, won moot court com-
petition with roommate Edward M. 
“Ted” Kennedy (Law ’59).

N. Scott Momaday (Law 1959) 
Kiowa author whose first novel, 
House Made of Dawn, won the 
1969 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction 
and sparked a marked increase 
in Native American literature; 
awarded the National Medal of 
Arts in 2007. 

Tom Amlong (Educ 1961) 
Winner of 1964 national title in 
coxless pairs and Olympic gold in 
men’s eight (rowing); served as a 
captain in the U.S. Army.

Aubrey Daniel (Col 1963)
Capt. Daniel, as prosecutor in the 
case against Lt. William Calley, 
won the sole conviction against 
U.S. soldiers involved in the My 
Lai massacre during the Vietnam 
War. When President Nixon inter-
vened, Daniel famously wrote the 
commander-in-chief expressing 
his dismay. Daniel went on to 
work for the prestigious firm Wil-
liams & Connolly in Washington, 
D.C., before his retirement. 

Paul Junger Witt (Col 1963)
Producer of Oscar-winning Dead 
Poets Society, Oscar-nominated 
A Better Life, and both Brian’s 

Song and The Golden Girls, which 
earned multiple Emmy Awards; 
also produced The Partridge 
Family, Soap and Benson.

Henry Taylor (Col 1965)  
In 1986, Taylor won the Pulitzer 
Prize in Poetry for his collection 
The Flying Change. A professor of 
literature at American University 
for more than three decades, 
he also co-directed the M.F.A. 
program in creative writing there. 
He has written more than 15 
books of poems.

Fred Barnes (Col 1965) 
Executive editor and co-founder 
of The Weekly Standard; political 
commentator who regularly 
contributes to Fox News programs 
and previously co-hosted Fox’s 
“The Beltway Boys.” 

Brit Hume (Col 1965) 
Political analyst and TV journalist; 
hosted Fox News’ “On the Record,” 
following a 23-year career with 
ABC News, including as chief 
White House correspondent. 

James Moore Goode (Grad 1966)
A noted architectural historian, 
Goode was curator of the Smith-
sonian Institution Building (known 
as the Castle) and oversaw its 
broad restoration. He has written 
numerous books on Washington’s 
buildings and sculptures and was 
the second person to win the 
Visionary Historian Award for a 
lifetime of achievement in the 
study of Washington history.

John Snow (Grad 1966)
Former U.S. Secretary of the 
Treasury (2003-2006), president 
of CSX Corp. and administra-
tor of National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration for the 
U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion; current principal with JWS 
Associates.

John Lowe (Law 1967)
Lawyer who successfully sued 
UVA in 1969 for admission of un-
dergraduate women to the College 
of Arts and Sciences; won First 
Amendment case Bigelow v. Vir-
ginia at the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 
 

Stanley “Stan” Winston  
(Col 1968)
Winston’s artistry knew few 
bounds: He studied fine art at 
UVA, tried acting in Hollywood, 
and finally settled into the world 
of motion-picture makeup and 
special effects. His acclaimed 
career earned him four Oscars 
and included groundbreaking 
creations for such movies as 
Aliens, Edward Scissorhands, the 
Terminator series, the Jurassic 
Park series and more.

Robert “Bob” Charles Wright 
(Law 1968)
Lawyer, businessman and philan-
thropist; noted as a former NBC 
and GE executive as well as for 
co-founding Autism Speaks (ad-
vocating government-supported 
research for the disorder) and 
founding the Suzanne Wright 
Foundation for pancreatic cancer.

Bill Nelson (Law 1968)  
Six-term Democratic representa-
tive from Florida and three-term 
U.S. senator; became second 
sitting member of Congress in 
space when he served as payload 
specialist on a 1986 mission 
aboard the shuttle Columbia.  

VIVIAN PINN  
(MED 1967)
In 1967, Dr. Pinn was the 
only African American 
and only woman in her 
graduating class from the 
School of Medicine. She 
later served as director 
of the Office of Research 
on Women’s Health at the 
National Institutes of Health 
and president of the Na-
tional Medical Association. 
A UVA medical research 
building was renamed in 
her honor in 2017.
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Elaine Jones (Law 1970) 
The first black woman to attend 
the UVA School of Law, Jones lit-
igated fiercely for civil rights. One 
case, before the U.S. Supreme 
Court, resulted in the abolition 
of the death penalty in 37 states. 
She also became the first female 
to lead the NAACP’s Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund.  

Andrew Scheinman (Col 1970, 
Law 1973)
Co-founder of Castle Rock Enter-
tainment and award-winning pro-
ducer: Emmy for Seinfeld; Oscar 
nomination for A Few Good Men; 
lifetime of fans for The Princess 
Bride and When Harry Met Sally, 
among other movies. 

Francis Collins (Col 1970) 
Geneticist; part of a team that 
discovered the gene for cystic fi-
brosis; director of Human Genome 
Project (1993-2008); received 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 
(2007), National Medal of 
Science (2009); current director, 
National Institutes of Health.

Mark Johnson (Col 1971)
Producer of the Oscar-winning 
film Rain Man, as well as 
Bugsy and The Chronicles of 
Narnia series; produced Emmy 
Award-winning Breaking Bad; 
other credits include The Rookie, 
The Guardian and Good Morning, 
Vietnam; president/CEO of Gran 
Via Productions.

Javier Solana (Grad 1971)
A Fulbright scholarship brought 
Solano from Spain to UVA, after 
which he built a vast international 
resume, with roles such as Spain’s 
minister of foreign affairs, NATO 
secretary-general and secretary- 
general of the Council of the Euro-
pean Union. Solana now serves as 
president of the ESADE Center for 
Global Economy and Geopolitics 
and as a distinguished fellow at 
the Brookings Institution.

Jim Gilmore (Col 1971, Law 1977)
Former governor (1998-2002) 
and attorney general of Virginia 
(1994-1997); chair of the Repub-
lican National Committee (2001-
2002); and U.S. Army counter-
intelligence agent who received 
the Joint Service Commendation 
Medal for service to NATO.

 Asher Dan 
Grunis (Law 1972)
President (chief 
justice) of the 
Supreme Court 
of Israel (2012-

2015), after a career of judgeship, 
teaching law and private practice 
in Tel Aviv, Beer-Sheba and 
Jerusalem. 

John Charles Thomas (Col 1972, 
Law 1975)
When he joined the Supreme 
Court of Virginia in 1983, Thomas 
was its first African-American 
justice and—at age 32—the 
youngest in state history. Today 
he is a guest lecturer at the UVA 
School of Law; a judge on the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport in 
Lausanne, Switzerland; and a poet.

Linda Fairstein (Law 1972) 
For 30 years, Fairstein prosecuted 
sex crimes, retiring in 2002 as 
chief of the sex crimes unit for 
the Manhattan district attorney’s 
office. Her pioneering work includ-
ed using DNA evidence to identify 
sex offenders and advocating 
for New York’s rape-shield law. 
Before retirement, Fairstein began 
parlaying her extensive expertise 
into novels—now more than 20. 

Gene Lockhart (Engr 1972, 
Darden 1974)
Special adviser, General Atlantic; 
former president, global retail 
bank, Bank of America; former 
president/CEO, MasterCard 
Worldwide; former CEO, Midland 
Bank UK.

Rebecca W. Rimel (Nurs 1973) 
Rimel initially gained recognition 
in 1981 as the first nurse on 
the faculty of UVA’s School of 
Medicine. In 1983, she joined  
Pew Charitable Trusts and 
became president and CEO 11 
years later. Under her leadership, 
Pew has evolved into one of the 
country’s most powerful public 
philanthropies. 

Tim Finchem (Law 1973)
Former commissioner of the PGA 
Tour, lauded for greatly expand-
ing the tour purse and earnings 
potential for pro golfers; deputy 
adviser to President Jimmy Carter 
in the Office of Economic Affairs.

Charles “Chuck” Robb  
(Law 1973)
Former Virginia governor (1982-
1986) and U.S. senator (1989-
2001); also former co-chair  
of the Iraq Intelligence Commis-
sion and member of the Council 
on Foreign Relations; awarded the 
Bronze Star for military service  
in Vietnam.

Clarence Cain (Col 1974,  
Law 1977) 
One of the first African-American 
resident advisers at UVA, Cain 
remained a trailblazer. In 1987, 
shortly after he was diagnosed 
with AIDS, he was fired by his em-
ployer, Hyatt Legal Services. Cain 
filed a successful discrimination 
suit, and his ordeal helped inspire 
the 1993 movie Philadelphia. 

Larry Sabato (Col 1974)
Founder and director of the 
University of Virginia Center for 
Politics; editor-in-chief of Saba-
to’s Crystal Ball, a nonpartisan 
political analysis and handi-
capping site; three-time Emmy 
winner, including one for Out of 
Order, a TV documentary on the 
U.S. Senate.

Gen. Robert B. Neller (Col 1975) 
Four-star general and 37th 
commandant of the Marine Corps; 
veteran infantry officer who 
served in three major conflicts 
(Operation Restore Hope, in 
Somalia; the invasion of Panama; 
and the Iraq war).

Joan Stapleton Tooley (Col 1975)
Former president, publisher and 
advertising director of The New 
Republic; vice president, Tooley 
Communications.

Jonathan Mariner (Com 1976)
Former CFO for Major League 
Baseball; founder and president of 
startup TaxDay, a travel-tracking 
app for those who live or work in 
multiple states. 

Wally Walker (Col 1976)
Retired NBA player who led 
the Cavaliers to their first ACC 
Tournament championship and 
NCAA Tournament; former pres-
ident and general manager of the 
Seattle Sonics.

L. Kent Merritt (Col 1976,  
Darden 1983)
Merritt was one of four African- 
American students to integrate 
UVA’s football team in 1970. He 
was also named ACC performer 
of the year in track and helped 
establish the Eta Sigma chapter of 
Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. After a 
career in banking, he returned to 
UVA to serve as an administrator 
in the history department until his 
2018 retirement.

Michael Leinbach (Arch 1976, 
Engr 1981)
Former shuttle launch director, 
John F. Kennedy Space Center; 
led reconstruction team following 
Columbia shuttle disaster; 
director of human spaceflight 
operations at United Launch 
Alliance; received several NASA 
medals for outstanding leadership 
and exceptional service. 

ROBERT MUELLER 
(LAW 1973)
His courage under 
fire while a Marine 
during the Vietnam 
War earned Mueller a 
Bronze Star with dis-
tinction for valor and a 
Purple Heart, as well as 
induction into the U.S. 
Army Ranger Hall of 
Fame. For 12 years he 
served as director of the 
FBI, including during 
the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks. Then, 
in May 2017, he was 
named special counsel 
in the investigation of 
possible Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election.
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William Shortz (Law 1977)  
Self-proclaimed “enigmatologist”; 
New York Times crossword editor 
since 1993; owner of the world’s 
largest puzzle library, numbering 
more than 25,000 publications 
dating back to 1534. 
 
Leroy Rountree Hassell  
(Col 1977)
First African-American chief 
justice of the Supreme Court of 
Virginia, the first chief elected by 
colleagues (2003; appointed to 
court, 1989); received Virginia 
Bar Association’s Distinguished 
Service Award; established 
commission that helped modern-
ize Virginia’s mental health care 
system.

George Rodrigue (Col 1978)
Two-time Pulitzer Prize winner 
(with the newsroom at the Dallas 
Morning News winning another 
Pulitzer under his leadership as 
managing editor); editor of Cleve-
land Plain Dealer.

Steven S. Reinemund  
(Darden 1978)
Former CEO and chairman of 
PepsiCo (2001-2006), dean of 
Wake Forest University School of 
Business (2008-2014) and CEO 
of Frito-Lay’s worldwide opera-
tions (1996-1999).

 Kathryn C. Thornton  
(Grad 1979) 
Former NASA veteran (four 
space flights) and member of the 
Astronaut Hall of Fame; currently 
directs UVA’s aerospace engineer-
ing program.

Daryl Brewster (Col 1979)
CEO, Committee Encouraging Cor-
porate Philanthropy; founder/CEO, 
Brookside Management; former 
executive, Nabisco and Kraft; turn-
around CEO, Krispy Kreme. 

Claudia Emerson (Col 1979)
Poet Laureate of Virginia (2008-
2010); 2006 Pulitzer Prize winner 
for poetry and author of seven 
poetry collections; former profes-
sor at several universities, includ-
ing University of Mary Washing-
ton and Virginia Commonwealth 
University.  

Jeff Wisoff (Col 1980) 
NASA astronaut (1991-2001); 
completed four space missions; 
received NASA Distinguished 
Service Medal and four Space 
Flight Medals; holds a direc-
torship at Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory.

Val Ackerman (Col 1981)
As commissioner of the Big East 
Conference, Ackerman possesses 
a rare athletic resume: She has 
held leadership positions in both 
men’s and women’s sports at the 
collegiate, professional, national 
and international levels, including 
stints as president of USA Bas-
ketball and founding president of 
the Women’s National Basketball 
Association. 

David Granger (Grad 1981)
Former editor-in-chief of Esquire, 
which won 17 National Magazine 
Awards during his tenure (1997-
2016); previously executive editor 
at GQ, Adweek and MediaWeek.

Edward P. Jones (Grad 1981)  
Novelist and short-story writer 
whose numerous awards include 
the 2004 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction 
(The Known World); former 
MacArthur Fellow; current 
teacher of creative writing at 
George Washington University. 

Ron Suskind (Col 1981)
Pulitzer Prize winner; senior na-
tional affairs reporter, Wall Street 
Journal (1993-2000); author of 
six books, including Life, Animat-
ed; founder/CEO of Sidekicks; 
lecturer, Harvard Law School.

Hanan Ashrawi (Grad 1982)
Palestinian educator, activist and 
legislator; spokeswoman for the 
Palestinian delegation during the 
Middle East peace process (1991-
1993); founder of the Palestinian 
Independent Commission for Cit-
izens’ Rights, which investigates 
human rights violations.

B. Evan Bayh (Law 1982)
U.S. senator (1999-2011), two-
term governor (1989-1997) and 
secretary of state for Indiana 
(1986-1989); current senior 
adviser to Cozen O’Connor Public 
Strategies and of counsel to 
Cozen O’Connor law firm.

Patricia Sellers (Col 1982)
Co-founder and partner of 
content creation company  
SellersEaston Media (2016); 
former assistant managing editor 
and senior editor-at-large of 
Fortune magazine; co-founder of 
the annual Fortune Most Powerful 
Women Summit. 

Michael Cogswell (Col 1983)  
American-jazz devotee who 
cataloged the Louis Armstrong 
Archives and served as founding 
director of the Louis Armstrong 
House Museum; writer, Louis 
Armstrong: The Offstage Story of 
Satchmo.

Janet Napolitano (Law 1983)
When Napolitano assumed her 
current role as first female presi-
dent of the University of California 
system in 2013, she was in some-
what familiar territory. She had 
already served as the first female 
attorney general of Arizona and, 
after two terms as Arizona’s gov-
ernor, as the first female secretary 
of the Department of Homeland 
Security. In the latter position, she 
initiated programs including TSA 
PreCheck and Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals. In 2010, she 
received the Thomas Jefferson 
Foundation Medal in Law.

KATIE COURIC (COL 1979)
Couric claimed her seat on the couch as co-anchor of NBC’s Today show in 1991 
but left in 2006 to become TV’s first female solo nightly news anchor with CBS 
Evening News. After stints at ABC and Yahoo! News, Couric continues reporting 
and producing with her company, Katie Couric Media. Among her many acco-
lades are six Emmy Awards and an Associated Press Award. She was inducted 
into the Television Hall of Fame in 2004.

200

N
A

S
A

S
A

N
J

A
Y

 S
U

C
H

A
K



38    UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA  |  W I N T E R  2 0 1 8

 Jacqueline Novogratz  
(Col 1983)  
International banker-turned- 
social-entrepreneur who 
co-founded Rwanda’s first micro-
finance institution, Duterimbere, 
and founded impact investment 
giant Acumen; writer, New York 
Times best-selling memoir The 
Blue Sweater.

Ralph Sampson (Col 1983)
Three-time college basketball 
Player of the Year; No. 1 pick in 
the 1983 NBA draft; Rookie of 
the Year (1984), three-time NBA 
all-star and MVP of the 1985 All 
Star Game; inducted into the Bas-
ketball Hall of Fame in 2012.

Sheryl Gay Stolberg (Col 1983)
Covering Congress for The New 
York Times (previously she was 
White House correspondent 
and mid-Atlantic bureau chief); 
reporter with The Los Angeles 
Times, where she shared two 
Pulitzer Prizes for coverage of 
the Rodney King riots and the 
Northridge earthquake.

Rick Carlisle (Col 1984)  
NBA head coach (Mavericks, 
Pacers and Pistons) and former 
player (Celtics, Knicks and Nets) 
who won an NBA championship 
both as a player and as a coach; 
co-captained UVA to the 1984 
NCAA Final Four.  

Chris Nassetta (Com 1984)
President and CEO of Hilton, with 
hotels in more than 100 countries; 
executive vice president and later 
president and CEO of Host Hotels 
& Resorts Inc. (1995-2007).

Juan R. Torruella (Law 1984)  
Puerto Rican jurist on the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 1st Circuit, 
of which he was formerly chief 
judge; advocate for Puerto Rican 
rights; represented Puerto Rico in 
sailing in four Olympic Games. 

Stephanie Ferguson (Nurs 1985, 
Grad 1996)
As a global health consultant, 
Ferguson has worked in more 
than 100 countries on behalf of 
the World Health Organization 
and the International Council of 
Nurses. As an elected member of 
the National Academy of Medi-
cine, she also advises the current 
presidential administration on 
global health and the future role 
of the U.S.   

Elizabeth Smith (Col 1985)
Chairman of the board and CEO of 
Bloomin’ Brands Inc., the parent 
organization for restaurants such 
as Outback Steakhouse, Car-
rabba’s Italian Grill and Bonefish 
Grill; former president of Avon 
Products Inc.

David Baldacci (Law 1986)
Writing came before lawyering for 
Baldacci, who crafted stories and 
screenplays throughout college 
and law school. After nine years 
practicing corporate law, writing 
books on the side, he left to write 
full time. He has now published 
36 novels for adults, which have 
been translated into more than 
45 languages, and six novels 
for younger readers. He’s also 
known for his family’s Wish You 
Well Foundation, which supports 
family literacy. 

Christopher Doley (Col 1986) 
Chief of the Habitat Restoration 
Division for the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
—notably tasked with leading 
the restoration of the Gulf region 
following the 2010 Deepwater 
Horizon oil spill. 

Shelby Bonnie (Com 1986)
Co-founder and CEO of Pylon 
ai Inc., which builds artificial 
intelligence products for voice 
platforms (such as Amazon’s 
Alexa) and helps users navigate 
visual information through voice 
technologies; co-founder and CEO 
of CNET (1993-2006).

Victoria Harker (Col 1986)
Executive vice president and chief 
financial officer of Tegna (former-
ly Gannett Co.); former member of 
UVA’s Board of Visitors and chair 
of the UVA Alumni Association 
Board of Managers.

Julie Rasmussen (Col 1987) 
Former majority owner/CEO of 
Hertz Russia and president of 
Mary Kay Europe; adviser to com-
panies doing business in Russia; 
strategic executive who helps 
companies manage and sustain 
their growth.

Cheryl Mills (Col 1987)
Founder and CEO of BlackIvy 
Group, growing commercial 
enterprises in Sub-Saharan Africa; 
counselor and chief of staff to 
Hillary Clinton at the U.S. State De-
partment (2009-2013), where she 
supervised the Obama Adminis-
tration’s $3.5 billion global hunger 
and food security initiative.

Mary Hager (Col 1987)
Executive producer of Face the 
Nation (promoted from senior 
producer in 2011) and of CBS 
News’ 2018 midterm election 
night coverage; former producer 
for CBS News chief Washington 
correspondent Bob Schieffer.

Zena Howard (Arch 1988)
Award-winning architect who 
project-managed one of the 
newest attractions in the U.S. 
capital: the Smithsonian’s Nation-
al Museum of African American 
History and Culture; advocate for 
diversity within the architecture 
profession. 

 Stephen Malkmus (Col 1988)  
Musician known for his role 
as lead singer and guitarist of 
indie-rock group Pavement; now 
performs with Stephen Malkmus 
and the Jicks; disc jockeyed for 
Charlottesville’s WTJU while at UVA.

Mark Sanford (Darden 1988)
Two-term South Carolina gover-
nor (2003-2011); U.S. Congress-
man who served from 1995-2001 
then returned to office in 2013 
(he will leave Congress in 2019); 
retired captain in the U.S. Air 
Force Reserve.

Allison Abraham (Darden 1988)
Founder of The Newton School, 
a private, nonprofit school for 
students in grades K-8 who 
struggle in traditional classrooms; 
chairwoman of the board for 
Overstock.com.

Lane DeGregory (Col 1989, Grad 
1995)
2009 Pulitzer Prize winner 
for feature writing; enterprise 
reporter, Tampa Bay Times-St. 
Petersburg Times; won a 2008 
American Society of Newspaper 
Editors Award.

Patrick Forrester (Engr 1989)
Astronaut who has logged more 
than 950 hours in space, con-
ducted four spacewalks and flown 
three space shuttle missions; 
former test pilot for the U.S. Army 
(flying 5,300 hours in more than 
50 different aircraft).

 Richard Lowry (Col 1990)
Editor of the National Review;  
syndicated columnist and 
commentator for the Fox News 
Channel; author of Lincoln 
Unbound and the New York Times 
best-seller Legacy: Paying the 
Price for the Clinton Years.

Theresa Payton (Grad 1990)  
Cybersecurity expert and a  
head of intelligence on the CBS 
reality series Hunted, exposing 
modern digital world dangers; 
former White House chief infor-
mation officer (George W. Bush 
administration). 

Charles Philip “Chuck”  
Rosenberg (Law 1990)  
Former federal prosecutor who 
worked at the highest levels of the 
Department of Justice, including 
as acting administrator of the 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
and chief of staff to then-FBI 
Director James Comey; MSNBC 
legal analyst.
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John Dickerson (Col 1991)
Co-host of CBS This Morning 
and contributing editor at The 
Atlantic; former chief Washington 
correspondent for CBS News, 
anchor of Face the Nation, po-
litical reporter and White House 
correspondent for Time.

Lisa Hamilton (Com 1991)  
Executive vice president and 
chief program officer of the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation, working 
to build better futures for the 
country’s disadvantaged children; 
former president of the UPS 
Foundation. 

Laura Ingraham (Law 1991)  
Commentator and talk-show host 
(radio’s Laura Ingraham Show 
and Fox News’ Ingraham Angle); 
former clerk, Supreme Court 
justice Clarence Thomas; Reagan 
administration speechwriter.

Leland Melvin (Engr 1991)
Former astronaut who made two 
space shuttle flights to help build 
the International Space Station; 
only person to both be drafted by 
an NFL team (the Detroit Lions, in 
1986) and then later fly in space.

Michael Smith (Col 1992) 
Business and corporate-develop-
ment maven, noted for success 
as COO of Walmart.com; now 

COO of the personal-style service 
Stitch Fix. 

Dawn Staley (Col 1992)
As a coach, Staley won the NCAA 
national championship at the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in 2017, 
and she’ll lead the USA women’s 
national basketball team through 
2020. As a player, she was a 
three-time All American at UVA, 
Sports Illustrated’s 1991 Player 
of the Year, and a three-time 
Olympic gold medalist—carrying 
the American flag at the 2004 
opening ceremony. 

John Cornyn (Law 1995)
U.S. senator from Texas and Re-
publican majority whip; justice on 
the Texas Supreme Court (1990-
1997) and state attorney general 
(1999-2002). 

Matt Fischer (Col 1995)
Vice president of Apple’s App 
Store, which receives a half-billion 
weekly visitors; previously direc-
tor of marketing and partnership 
for iTunes; head of marketing for 
Napster (2000-2002).

Tiki Barber (Com 1997) and 
Ronde Barber (Com 1997)
Identical twins born seven 
minutes apart; older brother 
Ronde played cornerback and 
safety for 16 seasons with the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers and was 
selected to the NFL’s 2000s 
All-Decade Team; Tiki was a 
running back for 10 seasons with 
the New York Giants and is the 
team’s career leader in rushing 
yards; they are the co-authors of 
eight children’s books for Simon & 
Schuster.

James Farrior (Col 1997) 
Former NFL linebacker who played 
15 seasons between the Jets and 
the Steelers (earning two Super 
Bowl rings with the Steelers); 
member of the Virginia Sports Hall 
of Fame; leads a charitable foun-
dation serving the Richmond area. 

Kirstjen Nielsen (Law 1999)
Sixth secretary of Homeland Se-
curity (appointed 2017); founder 
and former president, Sunesis 
Consulting; special assistant to 

President George W. Bush for 
prevention, preparedness and 
response on the White House 
Homeland Security Council. 

Rangina Hamidi (Col 2000) 
Afghan-American social activist 
and entrepreneur; founder and 
president of Kandahar Treasure, 
a nonprofit selling embroidered 
handicrafts created by Afghan 
women artisans.

Angela Hucles (Col 2000) 
Two-time Olympic gold medal-
ist for women’s soccer (2004, 
2008); U.S. National Team 
member (2003-2009); two-
time World Cup bronze medalist 
(2003, 2007); former president, 
Women’s Sports Foundation; 
founder, Empowerment Through 
Sport; holds UVA record for most 
game-winning goals (19).

Wyatt Allen (Col 2001)
Olympic gold medalist, men’s 
eight (rowing), 2004 Athens 
Games; bronze medalist, 2008 
Beijing Games; 2007 U.S. Rowing 
Male Athlete of the Year; head 
coach, men’s heavyweight rowing, 
Dartmouth College.

Sarah Drew (Col 2002) 
Featured cast member of Ever-
wood (2004-2006) and Grey’s 
Anatomy (2009-2018); director 
of the Emmy Award-nominated 
 web series Grey’s Anatomy: 
B-Team; actor in Radio; voice 
actor in the animated series Daria.

TINA FEY (COL 1992)
Fey decided at UVA that she 
wanted to write—not perform—
comedy. Of course, she’s success-
fully done both over her career. 
After getting her start at Second 
City in Chicago, Fey went on to 
write for and perform in Saturday 
Night Live, Mean Girls, 30 Rock 
and other films and TV shows. Her 
work has earned her nine Prime-
time Emmys, two Golden Globes, 
a Tony nomination and eight 
Writers Guild of America Awards, 
among other achievements. And 
her book, Bossypants, was a New 
York Times best-seller.

MARGOT LEE SHETTERLY (COM 1991)
Entrepreneur and author of the No. 1 New York 
Times best-seller Hidden Figures; founder of the 
Human Computer Project, which tells the stories 
of pioneering women in the U.S. space program 
and other fields.
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Lindsay Shoop (Col 2003)
Gold medalist, women’s eight 
(rowing) at the 2008 Olympics 
in Beijing; inducted into the U.S. 
Rowing Hall of Fame (2014); Uni-
versity of Miami assistant rowing 
coach and recruiting coordinator.

Kater Gordon (Col 2004)
Emmy-winning writer for Mad 
Men; launched Modern Alliance 
in 2017 to educate people about, 
and end, sexual harassment.

Ed Moses (Educ 2004)
Olympic medalist—winning gold 
for world record-setting men’s 
4x100 medley relay at 2000 
Sydney Games, and silver for 
men’s 100 breaststroke; won 
2000 NCAA championships, 
setting world records in men’s 100 
and 200 breaststroke; co-founder/
vice president, Mojo Marketing  
and Media.

Amber Payne (Col 2004)
Executive producer of Teen Vogue 
video productions; founding man-
aging editor of NBCBLK (2014-
2017), a section of NBCNews.com 
that tells stories for and about the 
black community; former news 
and features producer for national 
NBC news shows. 

Alexis Ohanian (Com 2005)
He’s best known for co-founding 
Reddit—and for marrying tennis 
legend Serena Williams—but 
Ohanian also co-founded Initial-
ized Capital, a venture capital 
firm. He’s a Wall Street Journal 
best-selling author and has 
advised and invested in more than 
200 tech startups.

Kate Clopeck Cincotta  
(Engr 2006)
Co-founder and executive director 
of the nonprofit Saha Global, 
which delivers clean water to 
rural villages in northern Ghana 
by training entrepreneurs to run 
water purification businesses. 

Ryan Zimmerman (Col 2006)  
MLB first and third baseman (Na-
tionals) since 2005; record-hold-
er for longest hit at Nationals Park 
(a 470-foot homer); founder of 
the ziMS Foundation, dedicated to 
helping cure multiple sclerosis. 

Adrienne Porter Felt (Engr 2008)
Software engineer for Google 

Chrome whose work has made 
websites more secure; led push 
for “https”; named one of the 35 
top innovators under 35 by MIT 
Technology Review in 2017.

Becky Sauerbrunn (Col 2008) 
Two-time Olympian, women’s 
soccer; gold medalist, 2012 
London Games; 2015 World Cup 
gold medalist; co-captain, 2016 
U.S. Women’s national team; 
defender, team captain for Utah 
Royals FC.

Sasheer Zamata (Col 2008) 
Saturday Night Live cast member 
(2014-17); performer with Upright 
Citizens Brigade; co-creator of 
web series Pursuit of Sexiness; 
ACLU celebrity ambassador; 
founded UVA’s Amuse Bouche 
improv group.

 Jamelle Bouie (Col 2009) 
Slate’s chief political correspon-
dent and CBS News political 
analyst, covering campaigns, 
elections and national affairs; 
named one of the 30 top media 
professionals under 30 by Forbes 
in 2015.

Matt McLean (Col 2011) 
Record-holder (UVA and ACC) 
for men’s 200 freestyle; gold 
in men’s 500 freestyle at 2011 
NCAA championships; 15-time 
All-American; 2012 Olympic gold 
in men’s 4x200 freestyle relay; 
gold in 2012 FINA World Short 
Course Championships 4x200 
freestyle relay.

Lauren Perdue (Col 2013) 
Gold medalist, women’s 4x200 
freestyle relay, 2012 London 
Olympics; 19-time ACC confer-
ence champion; set ACC record 
for women’s 200 freestyle; 
inducted into North Carolina 
Swimming Hall of Fame.

Malcolm Brogdon (Col 2015, 
Batten 2016)
Guard for the Milwaukee Bucks 
and NBA Rookie of the Year for 
the 2016-17 season; named 
first-team All-American by the 
Sporting News at UVA in 2015.

 Morgan Brian (Educ 2017)
Youngest player on the U.S. 
women’s national soccer team that 
won the 2015 Women’s World Cup; 
named Soccer America’s 2013 
Player of the Year; plays profes-
sionally for the Chicago Red Stars.

Leah Smith (Col 2017) 
Olympic medalist, 2016 (Rio): 
gold, women’s 4x200 freestyle 
relay; bronze, women’s 400 free-
style relay. Winner at FINA World 
Championships: 4x200 freestyle 
relay (2015), 800 (2016). Four-
time individual NCAA champion 
(UVA record).  

CHRIS LONG (COL 2008)
He may own two Super Bowl rings, but Long is more 
focused on service than sacks. In 2015, the Philadel-
phia Eagles defensive end created the Chris Long 
Foundation, which serves people such as veterans and 
the homeless. He’s also donating a quarter of his 2018 
NFL salary to children’s literacy programs in Phila-
delphia. While he left UVA before finishing his degree, 
in his 2018 UVA valediction he said, “This university 
encouraged me to be a complete human being.”
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It starts just steps from the Lawn. UVA’s renewal of 

Brandon Avenue will feature a brand new Student Health 

& Wellness Center. In a park-like setting that connects to 

the Grounds, the center will be at the heart of student life. 

STUDENTS  
are  our  

TOP PRIORITY

Be a part of UVA’s healthy student experience. 

Learn more about giving opportunities for the Student Health & Wellness Center. 

Contact Bo Greenwood  I  434-924-3245  I  cgg5d@virginia.edu
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The Class of the 
CLASSROOM

From the beginning, teaching has been 
part of UVA’s DNA. Here are some of your 
favorite professors through the years.
By Denise M. Watson

Ken Elzinga takes  
economics to the great 
outdoors for this 2002 
class on the Lawn.
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We asked, and you 
answered. Boy, did you 
proud ’Hoos answer.

For this issue, we invited alumni to tell 
us about their favorite professors. Several 
hundred of you responded via email, sug-
gesting hundreds of professors (often sev-
eral professors in one response). 

Some of the emails were simple mem-
ories: “Amazing and captivating lectures.” 
Others were heartfelt sentiments about 
women and men who were brilliant and who 
loved teaching, yes, but who also instilled 
a desire to make an impact on the world. 

Again and again, certain themes sur-
faced: Some alumni told stories of how one 
professor influenced their entire career. 
Others thanked their mentors for sharing 
their incredible scholarship and fostering 
a love of learning. And repeatedly, alumni 
spoke of instructors’ warmth, kindness and 
personal interest—often at what became a 
critical juncture in their lives.

Elias Naegele (Col ’15) has fond mem-
ories of how Jon Lendon, professor of his-
tory, both enraptured and appreciated his 
students. Naegele once wrote an essay in 
the form of an epic poem with Lendon as a 
character. “I’ll never forget that he chased 
me down after I turned in my final exam to 
thank me for being in his class.” 

Victoria Kelley (Col ’15) learned from 

American Studies professor Carmenita 
Higginbotham how to use her analytical 
thinking both inside and outside the class-
room. As a result, she said, Higginbotham 
“has continued to influence me to be greater 
than I am.”

Similarly, Sally Drayer (Col ’73, Grad 
’76)—among the first women to graduate 
from the College of Arts and Sciences—
thanked George Black, in the drama depart-
ment. One of the founding directors of the 
Heritage Repertory Theatre, Black cast 
Drayer as the lead in her first play. “Words 
fail to express,” Drayer said, “how much his 
guidance and confidence in my 
talents as an actress lifted me 
up into the person I became.” 

Dr. Chris Mitchell (Col 
’04) praised chemistry pro-
fessor W. Dean Harman for his 
ability to make students love 
the intricacies of science. “He 
was the first teacher I had in 
my life that truly challenged 
me and forced me to work hard to become 
a better student,” said Mitchell, now an 
Army emergency physician. “I am eternally 
grateful to him and attribute much of my 
success in medical school and as a physi-
cian to his efforts.” 

Kelly Organski (Col ’13) was a member 
of the Cavalier Marching Band when she 
was sexually assaulted in the spring 2010 

semester. She was ready to leave UVA and 
told William Pease, the band director. He 
believed her, but he also encouraged her not 
to transfer because he’d seen her remarkable 
growth at UVA. He then offered her a job 
in the front office so that she would always 
have a “place to go without judgment and 
to feel safe.”

That support allowed Organski to become 
a student activist against sexual assault. 
She is now assistant director for regional 
advancement at the College of William and 
Mary. “I would not have graduated from the 
University without him,” Organski said. “He 
was like a father figure and he continues to 
be so today.”

Over the decades, faculty members like 
these have mentored students, studied dili-
gently to be the best in their field and, often, 
been recognized nationally and internation-
ally. Together, these instructors past and 
current have built an enriching culture—
one that Thomas Jefferson desired when 
he established his University 200 years ago. 
And one that will enrich future students for 
generations to come.

Read on to meet a few more of the pro-
fessors who you told us have shaped both 
your learning and your life. 

Kenneth Elzinga,  the 
Robert C. Taylor Professor of 
Economics, received the highest 
number of responses from stu-
dents—both current students 
and those who studied under 
him as far back as the 1960s. 

His students sent in long 
emails of acclaim about his 

teaching, his grasp of subject matter and 
his warm personality. Elzinga was the first 
recipient of the Cavaliers’ Distinguished 
Teaching Professorship. He also received 
the Alumni Association’s Distinguished 
Professor Award in 1979 and the Thomas 
Jefferson Award in 1992.

A few alumni recalled how he invited stu-
dents to his home for Thanksgiving dinner if 
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they were orphaned during the holiday. Chris 
Bolster (Col ’86) said Elzinga’s concern for 
student success was a sign that teaching was 
more of a calling than a job. “He was very gen-
erous in spirit,” Bolster said. “He stayed as 
long as required to meet with every student 
waiting outside of his office door.”

Randall Hartman (Com ’80) praised 
his intellect, creativity and passion, call-
ing him “the complete package, a true 
servant-leader.” 

“Had I been able to handle the high-
level math,” Hartman added, “I might have 
majored in economics as a result of his influ-
ence. I took more from his class that I can 
apply to daily life than any other.”

When he arrived at UVA in 1967, Elzinga 
discovered a nurturing culture of teach-
ing. Other professors gave him counsel, 
to help him avoid rookie mistakes. And he 
befriended senior professors outside his 
department—Henry Abraham, Ray Bice 
and Norman Graebner (each of whom came 
highly recommended by alumni)—who were 
giants to Elzinga and served as role models.

Henry Abraham, the James Hart Professor 
of Government Emeritus, retired from full-
time teaching in 1997 after 23 years at the 
University of Pennsylvania and then 25 
years at UVA. Abraham is an authority on 
constitutional law, civil liberties and the U.S. 
Supreme Court and served as a Fulbright 
Scholar. He was awarded UVA’s most pres-
tigious honor in 1983, the Thomas Jefferson 

Award, and the School of Law 
named an annual distinguished 
lecture in his honor. 

Devotees of the profes-
sor call themselves the “Tribe 
of Abraham.” And he is also 
respected for his personal story: 
As a Jewish teen, Abraham 
escaped to the United States 
from Nazi Germany in 1937 and 
built a life studying civil liberty 
in society. 

“His constitutional law class 
was fascinating, and his mas-
tery of the topic was legendary,” 
remembered Susan Lagon (Col 
’79, Grad ’81). “His lectures were inspiring. 
On a personal level, Mr. Abraham’s quick wit 
was exceeded only by his charm. Every day 
he wore a different fresh flower on his lapel. 

“After I wrote my M.A. thesis under his 
direction, he agreed to direct my disserta-
tion even though I was at a different uni-
versity by then. Next to my parents, there’s 
no one who’s had a more profound impact 
on my life.”

Raymond Bice Jr. died in 2012 at age 
93. During his 50 years at UVA, he taught 
psychology and also held several adminis-
trative positions (including associate dean 
of the College and University history offi-
cer), and was recognized in 1978 with the 
Thomas Jefferson Award. He was famous 
for his “Bice devices”—handmade inventions 

that illustrated his lessons.
His classes typically had a waiting list, 

and students were known to send him let-
ters and gifts in hopes he would squeeze 
them in. Wesley Steen (Col ’68) took Bice’s 
introductory psychology class in the early 
1960s. “Even though I became a lawyer not 
a psychologist,” Steen wrote, “I used what I 
learned in that one introductory course for 
my entire career.”

Bice taught that class at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, Steen 
remembered. On “Big Weekends” when 
women came to town for football games or 
parties, fraternities sometimes sent pledges 
to Bice’s class by 6 a.m. to reserve seats for 
the men and their dates.

It wasn’t easy to get up early on Saturday 

Raymond Bice Jr.

Valentina 
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after a night of drinking, Steen said, “but we 
did it, dressed in coats and ties, and went to 
an 8 a.m. class with dates! He was that good.”

Charles Julian Bishko, who died in 2002, 
taught at UVA for almost 40 years and was 
admired for his scholarship on the histories 
of Spain and Portugal. He had an interna-
tional following: In 1986, Bishko received one 
of Spain’s highest honors, the Order of Isabel 
la Catolica. Bishko was also a Fellow of the 
Medieval Academy of America and an elected 
member of the Spanish Royal Academy of 
History. When he retired from UVA in 1977, 
he received a special tribute from the Spanish 
Embassy in Washington, D.C. 

“I always looked forward to Mr. Bishko’s 
classes in medieval history,” wrote Oscar 
Aylor (Col ’62). “What on the surface seems 
like a very dry subject became both enter-
taining and informative. … 

“I will never forget a class where he was 
talking about the Crusades and the growth 
of Islam in the Middle East. This was when 
we knew very little about this ancient reli-
gion. He took off his jacket, climbed up on 
his desk, creating a homemade minaret, and 
gave the Muslim call to prayer from start 
to finish. He was always very interested in 
his students, and his door was always open. 
He loved his subject matter, and he loved 
sharing it.”

Valentina Brashers (Med ’82, Res ’85) is 
a professor of nursing emerita and founder 
of the ASPIRE center, which trains nurs-
ing students to reduce medical errors and 
improve patient services and staff engage-
ment. “Her incredible love, compassion 
and immense knowledge of pathophysiol-
ogy/immunology inspired me and made me 
thirst for more,” wrote Jennifer Thomas 
(Nurs ’11). “The education I received in her 
lecture hall still guides my clinical practice 
even seven years after graduating!” 

Ming-Jer Chen is the Leslie E. Grayson 
Professor of Business Administration. He 
is the author of Inside Chinese Business: A 
Guide for Managers Worldwide, among other 
publications, and is considered an author-
ity in East-West dialogue. As such, he often 
serves as a keynote speaker at various inter-
national symposia. 

Ramon Serrallonga met Chen as a foreign 
exchange student at Darden in 2016. And he 

experienced Chen’s passion for East-West 
understanding firsthand: When Serrallonga 
became engaged to a fellow MBA student who 
is Taiwanese, like Chen, he told the profes-
sor. Chen immediately invited Serrallonga 
to sit in on his East Meets West course—
to better help Serrallonga prepare for the 
cross-cultural differences of the relationship. 

“Professor Chen was just special,” 
Serrallonga said. “Knowledge, plus wisdom, 
plus life experience, plus critical thinking, 
plus passion for teaching. … I owe him a lot 
for the world citizen I am right now.” 

Irby Bruce Cauthen Jr. (Grad ’42, ’51) was 
a professor of English known for his classes 
on John Milton and William Shakespeare. 
He died in 1994. During his time at UVA, 
he received the Thomas Jefferson Award 
in 1977 among other honors and served as 
dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 
from 1962 to 1978.

“He was a great teacher, a true ‘gentle-
man and scholar,’ and had a wry sense of 
humor,” wrote James Williams (Col ’75). 
“He’d quote a few sentences from some 
critic, make a rueful smile, and then say, 
‘Wish I’d said that.’”

But there was something more to the 
English professor’s popularity. Lester 
Wilson (Col ’70) took Cauthen’s Shakespeare 
course in 1968 and still remembers the 
experience fondly. “How can one choose 
among Mr. Cauthen, Norman Graebner, 
and Kenneth Elzinga? Impossible—but I 
chose Irby Cauthen because he steeped his 
students in the glorious passages of William 
Shakespeare—and because we loved him.” 

Norman Graebner, who died in 2010 
at age 94, was known for his scholarship 
on American diplomacy. He joined the 
University in 1967 as the Edward R. Stettinius 

Professor of Modern American History and 
became the Randolph P. Compton Professor 
in 1982, then receiving the Thomas Jefferson 
Award in 1985. 

Students clamored to get into his classes, 
where he was known to wear wigs and cos-
tumes during lessons and convinced students 
who swore they hated history not to miss a 
class. He was also referred to as “Stormin’ 
Norman Graebner” for his electrifying lec-
tures. “He spoke without any notes for the 
entire class period,” said Patti Fralix (Nurs 
’74). “I was spellbound!” 

“Professor Graebner inspired me (and 
so many others) with the story of America,” 
said Jim Mackay (Col ’83) “Who we have 
been, who we are, and who we strive to be.” 

Claudrena Harold is professor of African 
American and African Studies and History. 
In addition to her teaching, she has written, 
produced and co-directed six short films that 
have been screened at international film 
festivals; and authored or co-written sev-
eral books, including Charlottesville 2017: 
The Legacy of Race and Inequity. 

According to Brittany Taylor (Col ’10), 
“Professor Harold has for over a decade been 
offering a thrilling and more honest view 
of history in her African-American studies 

Norman Graebner

Irby Bruce 
Cauthen Jr.
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classes.” Those classes create com-
fortable settings for students from 
all backgrounds to speak about 
their experiences.

“Additionally, she continues to 
share her knowledge in the wider 
community by leading discus-
sions and panels aimed at offer-
ing Charlottesville, at large, those 
same alternate perspectives and 
insights. She is a true gem and her 
legacy at UVA is very real.”

E. Mavis Hetherington joined 
the faculty in 1970 and served as 
the James M. Page Professor of 
Psychology beginning in 1976. She 
received the Thomas Jefferson Award in 
1987 and retired as professor emerita in 
1999. Hetherington was known for her work 
on child development in remarriage and 
divorce, on stress, and on childhood psy-
chology. After leaving UVA, she started 
groundbreaking research on the influence 
of fathers on their children and on sex-role 
stereotyping in families. 

“Dr. Hetherington held an amphitheater 
of students enthralled throughout every lec-
ture,” said Mary Pat Ryan (Col ’76). “Her 
contributions to the field of psychology and 
to the UVA psychology department made 
her a ‘rock star’ to us psych majors. What 
I learned from her inspired me to pursue 
a career working in mental health with 

children and families.” 
Ernest “Boots” Mead (Col ’40), a profes-

sor of music, taught his last liberal arts semi-
nar a few months before his death in 2014 at 
age 95 (having “officially” retired in 1996). 
Mead himself studied at the University in 
the late 1930s, joining the faculty in 1953 
and receiving the Thomas Jefferson Award 
in 1989. His close work with students was 

 2018 Lee Coppock, Economics
 2017 Cassandra Fraser, Chemistry
 2016 Jay Hertel (Educ ’94), Sports Medicine 
 2015 *Herbert Braun, History
 2014 Edward M. Murphy (Grad ’93, ’96), 

Astronomy
 2013 *William H. Guilford, Biomedical Engi-

neering
 2012 Erik L. Hewlett, M.D., Infectious Diseases
 2011 Yiorgos Allayannis, Darden
 2010 Cristina Della Coletta (Grad ’89), 

Spanish, Italian & Portuguese

 2009 David T. Haberly, Spanish, Italian & 
Portuguese

 2008 *W. Dean Harman, Chemistry
 2007 John Kattwinkel, M.D. (Intern ’74), 

Pediatrics
 2006 Lillian R. BeVier, Law
 2005 John D. Arras, Philosophy/Bioethics
 2004 *Bascom Deaver Jr., Physics; *Judith K. 

Sands, Nursing
 2003 Kenneth Schwartz, Architecture
 2002 Barbara Brodie, Nursing
 2001 Richard Guy Wilson, Architectural 

History

 2000 Larry J. Sabato (Col ’74), Government 
and Foreign Affairs

 1999 Thomas F.X. Noble, History
 1998 Farzaneh Milani, Women’s Studies, Asian 

& Middle Eastern Languages & Cultures
 1997 J. Milton Adams (Engr ’76), Biomedical 

Engineering
 1996 K. Edward Lay, Architecture; Jennings L. 

Wagoner, Education
 1995 John Calvin Jeffries Jr. (Law ’73), Law; 

Joseph F. Kett, History
 1994 Robert F. Bruner, Darden; Robert L. 

Vickery, Architecture

AWARD-WINNING PROFESSORS 
UVA faculty members excel at the craft of teaching, and it shows. The Alumni Association Distinguished Professor Award recognizes faculty 
with at least a decade at the University who are outstanding in the classroom and demonstrate a commitment to the success of their stu-
dents. Those noted with an asterisk have also received an All-University Teaching Award, issued by the Office of the Executive Vice Presi-
dent and Provost. This award emphasizes excellence in teaching, with an additional consideration of research and service accomplishments.
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legendary. Mead created a popular fourth-
year liberal arts seminar, and when he 
retired, hundreds of his students estab-
lished an endowment in his name.

“I flunked my first course with him, and 
he called me into his office to say that he 

wanted me to take the class again,” 
remembered Charlie Pastorfield 
(Col ’75). “When I replied, ‘No way 
in hell,’ he said that he was aware 
that I was a musician and he felt 
like he had failed as a teacher. I 
took the class again, and totally got 
it the second time around. He was 
a beautiful human being.”

Jahan Ramazani (Col ’82) is the 
Edgar F. Shannon Professor in the 
Department of English. He is con-
sidered one of the world’s leading 
literary scholars and has taught at 

the University since 1988. 
His late father, Ruhi, taught Iranian and 

Middle Eastern politics for 45 years at UVA 
and was also recommended as a favorite 
professor. Jahan Ramazani’s books have 
won honors, and he has collected numer-
ous accolades for his teaching, including the 
Thomas Jefferson Award in 2011. 

Kelsey Gehr (Col ’15) said that Ramazani 
“took the subject of contemporary poetry 
to a whole new level.” 

“Not only was Professor R. a compelling 
speaker, but he found a way to make each 
student in the class feel heard and valued. … 
The pinnacle of the semester was when he 

invited us all to his home just outside of 
Grounds for tea and discussion during finals.”

Charles Whitebread, who died in 2008, 
was an expert at criminal law, teaching at 
the law school from 1968 to 1981 and twice 
receiving the Distinguished Professor Award. 
As a keen observer of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
he produced a widely read annual booklet 
on the court’s decisions. 

He also focused on the juvenile justice 
system—one of the first law professors to 
do so—and the need for juveniles to have 
the same rights as adults.  

“Charlie Whitebread made the law, and 
our study of it, real: imminently relevant 
to our everyday participation in the world 
around us,” wrote Scott Reed (Law ’79).

“His Law and Society seminar, in which he 
selected students and assigned the reading 
of novels, plays, and other literature, opened 
my eyes to the law as so much more than a 
set of rules. The law is the ever-changing 
core of how we collectively have decided 
to live together.”

But Whitebread’s lectures were more 
than eye-opening. According to Dennis 
Klein (Grad ’78, Law ’81), the professor 
was also entertaining and witty. “Every class 
was like a Johnny Carson monologue.” 

Jahan 
Ramazani

Charles 
Whitebread

 1993 Richard D. Pearson, M.D., Internal 
Medicine

 1992 Sandra L. Schmidt, Commerce;  
Munsey S. Wheby, M.D. (Med ’55), 
Internal Medicine

 1991 Robert Trent, Commerce; Robert Dolan, 
Environmental Sciences

 1990 *Robert Lynn Canady, Education
 1989 Arthur C. Kirsch, English
 1988 James L. Kelly, Nuclear Engineering
 1987 John L. Colley Jr., Darden; Stephen G. 

Wilson, Electrical Engineering; Graham 
Lilly (Law ’63), Law

 1986 Henry J. Abraham, Government; Martin 
J. Havran, History; E. Mavis Hether-
ington, Psychology

 1985 Richard F. Edlich, M.D. (Res ’73), Plastic 
Surgery 

 1984 James F. Childress, Religious Studies; 
Inis L. Claude Jr., Government

 1983 Stanley D. Henderson, Law; James G. 
Simmonds, Applied Math

 1982 William W. Sihler, Darden
 1981 A. E. Dick Howard (Law ’61), Law; John 

L. Gainer, Chemical Engineering
 1980 Norman A. Graebner, History; Robert L. 

Ellison, Environmental Sciences
 1979 Kenneth G. Elzinga, Economics; Ann G. 

Taylor (Nur ’63, Educ ’75), Nursing
 1978 David B. Harned Religious Studies; 

William S. Weedon (Col ’29, Grad ’31), 
Philosophy

 1977 Robert J. Harris, Government; Edward P. 
Cawley, M.D.

 1976 Henry L. Kinnier (Engr ’42), Civil  
Engineering; Daniel J. Meador, Law

 1975  McLemore Birdsong, M.D. (Med ’37), 
Pediatric medicine; Joseph E. Gibson 
(Col ’51, Law ’54), Commerce

 1974  Rouhollah “Ruhi” K. Ramazani (Law 
’54), politics; Frederick D. Nichols,  
Architecture

 1973  Josephine Ludewig (Grad ’54), Nursing 
 1972  Byrd S. Leavell, M.D. (Col ’73, Med ’77), 

medicine; John C. Coleman, creative 
writing, literature

 1971  Joseph L. Vaughan (Col ’26,  
Grad ’27, ’40), Engineering 

 1970  Frank W. Finger, Psychology
 1969  Charles K. Woltz (Col ’34, Law ’37), Law
 1968  Charles J. Bishko, History
 1967  Raymond C. Bice Jr., Psychology
 1966  T. Braxton Woody (Col ’23), French

Who was your favorite professor, and why? If you haven’t already told 
us, please add your personal story online at uvamag.com/professor.
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Alan Taylor, a two-time winner of the Pulitzer Prize in  
history, holds the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation 
Chair at the University of Virginia. This essay draws from 
his forthcoming book, Thomas Jefferson’s Education: 
Making a University in Virginia.

HERO OR 
VILLAIN 

BOTH AND 
NEITHER

Appraising  
Thomas Jefferson,  

200 years later  
By Alan Taylor

,  
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mericans used to put Jefferson 
on a pedestal as the primary 
creator of our democracy. Now 
his statues attract controversy 
and graffiti, which cast him 
as a racist and even rapist.  
This denunciation troubles 
many, who worry that we 
will lose sight of his great 

accomplishments in leading 
a revolution and our nation—
and in founding this university.

 No leader of the revolutionary generation now 
engenders fiercer controversy and more polarized 
reactions. We seem conscripted to choose between 
seeing Jefferson as a hero or villain, with little room 
for the intervening ambiguity and complexity of 
humanity. That polarization pulls us from trying 
to understand how and why he became, other than 
George Washington, the most powerful and influ-
ential American of his time. Understanding differs 
from condoning or condemning.

As Hollywood has long known, Americans prefer 
melodramas that sort people into the good and the 
evil. So, we treat Jefferson as an icon of our unre-
solved prejudices and inequalities, which trace to 
slavery. As that burden becomes conspicuous in 
our national understanding, partisans wish to cast 
Jefferson as either an antislavery hero or a proslav-
ery villain. In fact, he was both and neither. 

CONTRADICTION
Contradiction lay at the heart of the democracy that 
he helped create, one based on the consent of citi-
zens. In his lifetime, Virginia’s citizens were white 
men, and many of them legally owned people of color. 
Committed to serving the will of citizens, Jefferson 
defended their (and his) right to practice slavery 
even while he criticized the system in principle. 

Jefferson knew that slavery debased masters as 
it exploited enslaved people. He feared that masters 
became brutal and passionate. In his famous book 
Notes on the State of Virginia, Jefferson wrote, “The 
parent storms, the child looks on, catches the linea-
ments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle 

of smaller slaves, gives a loose to his worst of pas-
sions, and thus nursed, educated, and daily exer-
cised in tyranny, cannot but be stamped by it with 
odious peculiarities.” He later described his coun-
trymen as “zealous for their own liberties, but tram-
pling on those of others.” Recalling the revolution 
against British rule, he marveled that a Virginian 
could “inflict on his fellow men a bondage, one hour 
of which is fraught with more misery than ages of 
that which he rose in rebellion to oppose.” 

Jefferson worried that enslaved people would 
revolt and destroy Virginia. On some night, a sim-
mering plot might suddenly erupt into bloody ret-
ribution. Jefferson expected that God would help 
rebels crush their oppressors. “Indeed, I tremble 
for my country when I reflect that God is just: that 
his justice cannot sleep forever. … The Almighty has 
no attribute which can take side with us in such a 
contest.” To avert destruction, Virginia’s masters 
needed to free themselves from slavery.

Jefferson regarded emancipation as necessary but 
insufficient to liberate whites from danger. Despite 
declaring all men created equal, in Notes on the State 
of Virginia, he notoriously described black people 
as “inferior to the whites in the endowments both 
of body and mind.” Forsaking his usual optimism 
about human progress, Jefferson denied that peo-
ple of different races could learn to live together as 
equals. He insisted that emancipated slaves would 
seek revenge, producing bloody “convulsions,” culmi-
nating “in the extermination of the one or the other 
race.” He likened slavery to possessing a dangerous 
beast: “We have the wolf by the ear and we can nei-
ther hold him, nor safely let him go.”

In 1779, Jefferson drafted a plan to emancipate 
Virginia’s slaves gradually, over the course of two 
generations, but he also proposed deporting them 
all to a distant colony in Africa or the West Indies. 
This colonization scheme was prohibitively expen-
sive and economically ruinous for white Virginians, 
who relied on coerced labor and balked at paying 
higher taxes. The state lacked the means to finance 
and manage the overseas colonization of thousands 
of people. If adopted, Jefferson’s scheme would have 
annually cost Virginia at least five times its revenue, 
and a fivefold increase in taxation was unthinkable. 
After sounding out leading legislators, and finding 
them horrified, Jefferson withheld his emancipa-
tion plan, which survived  in the pages of Notes on 
the State of Virginia. Throughout his long public 
career, Jefferson had a powerful aversion to public 
controversy and political defeat, which inhibited G
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his championing any unpopular cause. Jefferson concluded 
that if African Americans could not be deported, they had 
better remain slaves.

His self-interest also led him to cling to slavery. Jefferson 
relied on the labor of more than 150 enslaved people to sus-
tain his genteel standard of living and permit him the luxury 
of political leadership. He also wanted to provide generous 
inheritances to two daughters and a dozen grandchildren 
(in his legitimate, white line). His dependence on enslaved 
labor intensified as his debts mounted and his family grew. 

Jefferson kept an enslaved mistress, Sally Hemings, 
who bore him six children. His friend John Hartwell Cocke 
reported that Virginia’s mixed-race people “would be found 
by hundreds. Nor is it to be wondered at, when Mr. Jefferson’s 
notorious example is considered.” 

After Jefferson’s wife died in 1782, he never remarried, 
keeping a vow made to her to protect the inheritance of 
their white daughters from a stepmother and additional 
white children.  Instead, Jefferson relied on an enslaved 
woman and denied legal responsibility for her children. As 
the daughter of an enslaved woman and Jefferson’s father-
in-law, Hemings was the half-sister of Jefferson’s late and 
beloved wife. 

DELAYED  SOLUTION
Although opposed to national interference in Southern slav-
ery, Jefferson hoped that Virginia’s state government would 
revive his emancipation and colonization plan. He believed 
that passing time favored abolition as young liberals grew 
up to replace old conservatives among Virginia’s leaders. 
Black freedom would only come, he argued, “by diffusing 
light and liberality among their oppressors.” During the 
1780s, Jefferson meant to work down from the top of society, 
beginning with young men attending the state’s leading col-
lege, William and Mary. He explained, “It is to them I look, 
to the rising generation, and not to the one now in power 
for these great reformations.” By treating the ruling gener-
ation as hopeless, Jefferson exempted himself from acting 
against slavery, save for encouraging younger men to do so.

To promote antislavery sentiment at William and Mary, 
in 1787 Jefferson donated  37 copies of his Notes on the State 
of Virginia to two key friends on the faculty who held anti-
slavery views. George Wythe served as the professor of law 
and James Madison (a cousin of the more famous James 
Madison) was the college president. Jefferson asked them to 
provide copies to the most promising and idealistic students, 
who included Edward Coles, a young man from Jefferson’s 
home county, Albemarle.

Coles believed in the inspiring words of Jefferson’s 
Declaration of Independence. After hearing  Madison lec-
ture on the universal rights of man, Coles asked, “If this be 

If we simply 
condemn  Jefferson, 
we feel virtuous and 

on the right side of 
history. But that is 

too easy on us.
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true, how can you hold a slave? How can man be made the 
property of man?” In an embarrassed reply, Madison admit-
ted that slavery “could not be justified on principle, & could 
only be tolerated in our Country” by “the difficulty of getting 
rid of it.” Not satisfied, Coles responded that “we could get 
rid of them with much less difficulty than we did the King 
of our forefathers,” and if Madison “could not reconcile 
Slavery with his principles, … he ought not to hold Slaves.” 
Coles concluded, “I could not consent to hold as property 
what I had no right to.”

His father’s will put Coles’ conscience to the test, for 
he inherited a farm and twenty slaves. His siblings pres-
sured Coles to abandon his vow to emancipate. They wor-
ried that freeing some family slaves would lead the rest to 
resent and resist their lot. The siblings also cited  a new 
state law requiring freed slaves to leave the state within the 
year. While falling quiet about his plans, Coles investigated 
land in Illinois, a free territory, as a haven to relocate freed 
slaves. He knew that he would have to leave behind “all my 
relations and friends.”

Before leaving, Coles made one last effort to persuade 
Jefferson to lead a public crusade against slavery. Writing to 
his hero in July 1814, Coles urged him to act consistently with 
“the principles you have professed and practiced through a 
long and useful life … in establishing on the broadest basis 
the rights of man.”

In a tortured reply written in August 1814, Jefferson 
regretted that Virginians had failed to free the enslaved. 
“The love of justice & the love of country plead equally the 
cause of these people, and it is a mortal reproach to us that 
they should have pleaded it so long in vain, and should have 
produced not a single effort, nay I fear not much serious 
willingness to relieve them & ourselves from our present 
condition of moral and political reprobation.” He declared 
that Coles offered a “solitary but welcome voice.” 

Rather than rally to that voice, however, Jefferson claimed 
that he had grown too old to influence anyone. “This enter-
prise is for the young; for those who can follow it up, and bear 
it through to its consummation. It shall have all my prayers, 
and these are the only weapons of an old man.” Yet, Jefferson 
was still young enough to push for creating a new univer-
sity for Virginia. He was capable of far more than prayer to 
promote the priority of his last years.

Jefferson urged Coles to remain in Virginia as a pater-
nalistic master.  Coles had a duty, Jefferson argued, to cling 
to his slaves and “your country,” meaning Virginia. Then he 
could “come forward in the public councils,” to “insinuate 
& inculcate” emancipation “softly but steadily, thro’ the 
medium of writing & conversation, associate others in your 
labours, and when the phalanx is formed, bring on & press 
the proposition perseveringly until its accomplishment.” 

In sum, he wanted Coles to adopt Jefferson’s ameliorating 

mastery and cautious politics, waiting on an uncertain future 
to act more decisively.

Discouraged by Jefferson’s response, Coles considered 
emancipation a lost cause in Virginia. In 1819, he moved to 
Illinois with his slaves, whom he freed and granted 160 acres 
to each family. Elected governor of the new state, he helped 
defeat an effort to legalize slavery in Illinois. 

Coles’ victory ensured that, during the 1860s, Illinois 
would rally to the cause of Union and antislavery in the 
Civil War that violently destroyed slavery in Virginia. That 
result would have pained Jefferson, had he lived to see it, for 
he wanted Virginians to abolish slavery voluntarily, peace-
fully and on their own timetable. And he also urged them to 
whiten Virginia by shipping away all former slaves.

JUDGING 
Most modern readers identify with Coles rather than 
Jefferson. We like to think that we, too, would put moral 
consistency ahead of caution and self-interest. It is fair to 
wish that Jefferson had done far more, openly and consis-
tently, to speak, write and act against a system whose evils 
he knew. There was no one more influential to lead an anti-
slavery crusade. But he felt inhibited by his own interests, 
those of his heirs, and especially by the will of Virginia’s 
white, male citizens.

We also should recall the rarity of Coles’ sacrifice in favor 
of principle. How many people like him do we have today? 
We sustain our own racial, political and environmental woes 
that collectively threaten the existence of future genera-
tions. If we simply condemn  Jefferson, we feel virtuous and 
on the right side of history. But that is too easy on us, for it 
does too little to advance justice in our time. 

The University of Virginia is celebrating its bicenten-
nial. Such celebration tends to cast Jefferson as a noble 
founder and to seek a direct line from his precepts to the 
best qualities of the University today. But a historian wants 
to understand the very different context of 200 years ago, 
when Virginians created a university to defend a way of 
life that included slavery. Many twists and turns separate 
Jefferson’s University from today’s version, which has 
become far larger, more complex and cosmopolitan. During 
the past 60 years, the University made new commitments 
to diversity and equal opportunity, including the long over-
due admission of women and African Americans. There is 
more to celebrate in what the University has become than 
in how it began. But this university and the United States do 
benefit from cherished parts of Jefferson’s legacy, including 
the pursuit of democracy, a devotion to rational inquiry and 
a determination to pursue truth wherever it leads. If that 
pursuit leads us to conclude that he fell short, the burden 
falls on us to do better.  
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The Lords of Discipline, Pat Conroy’s 
novel based on his time at the 
Citadel, opens with a simple decla-
ration: “I wear the ring.”

Well, I wear the hat.
I wear the ring too, the one with the Minerva signet, but 

for our purposes here, the hat matters more, the one with 
the block “V,” from Mincer’s.

I wore it on a recent fall day, vacationing with friends in 
what seemed a far remove, a bistro in northern Michigan. 
A guy walked in and sat at the next table.

He wore the hat. Instantly, strangers became lands-
men, and we broke into our native tongue, the Academical 
Language. You know the patter. Instead of air quotes, 
Wahoos use the air shift key, uppercasing words seemingly 
at random—like  “Lawn” and “University” and “Grounds” 
and, depending on your vintage, the “The” that may or may 
not precede them.

That gleam came to our eyes, and spouses and friends 
rolled theirs.

Princeton has its Princetonians, Texas its Exes and, at 
Michigan, a well-timed “Go Blue!” can make them go goosey. 
And yet, it’s not the same as our shared experience. Or, if 
it is, you’re not going to read about it here. Because this is 
a 200th birthday card, a let-me-count-the-ways love note, 
that will try to parse the spell that binds.

A sense of Honor. We should start here. Honor enters 
the psyche roughly on move-in day, when you join a com-
pact not to lie, cheat or steal. A standard so basic, it almost 
goes without saying. But at Virginia, students do say it, and 
pledge it, and ponder its full implications on a regular basis. 
Pretty soon, being taken at your word, and living up to the 
expectation, takes a hold of your life.

“It’s not just like, ‘go get this degree,’” says fourth-year 
Hannah Melissa “Mel” Borja (Col ’19). Being part of the 
community of trust is more than that, she says, “kind of a 
holistic transformative experience.”

Early in our relationship my wife knew that when I used 
three magic words, I wasn’t feeding her a line, deadpanning 
a joke or telling her anything other than the God’s truth: 
“on my honor.” 

I’m not going to claim all Wahoos tell the truth all the 
time, but I will say that if we are tempted otherwise, we feel 
a special pang. You write the Pledge enough times, it haunts 
you. In a good way.

A sense of independence. If UVA graduates seem 
unusually self-possessed, it may have something to do with 
the extraordinary self-determination we were allowed as 
students. Self-governance gives Student Council appropri-
ations authority over serious money. University Guides, not 
administration officials, decide the narrative the visiting 
public will hear. Students have the power to expel a peer.

Several years ago a Boston executive asked Dean of 
Students Allen W. Groves (Law ’90) why it is that his firm 

A HAT TIP 
TO UVA
And just what is it  
about this place 

By S. Richard Gard Jr.
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can reach more deeply into a UVA class than it can 
recruiting at other schools. “We allow them to make 
weighty decisions before they leave,” Groves explained, 
“but also couple it with the fact that, OK, now you’re 
accountable.”

Here’s how I’d explain it to an outsider. Rules? We’re 
not always the best at following them. We do better 
and, frankly, you do better, when you leave us to our 
own devices. 

Teachers who teach, and care. Yes, we upper-
case “University,” but we also try to low-key it. UVA 
has always tried to preserve the character of a college, 
even outside the College. When Paul Freedman, an asso-
ciate chair of the Department of Politics, first arrived, 
a colleague described the place this way: UVA is, in a 
send-up of the Campbell’s Chunky Soup slogan, “the big 
research institution that eats like a 
small liberal arts college.”

It’s why you still find even the 
most accomplished faculty in the 
undergraduate classroom. And 
it’s why undergraduates also can 
find them outside it. In my day, it 
was meeting Mr. Cauthen or Mr. 
Mead inside the Colonnade Club 
for Oreos and tea, or going out to 
the Greencroft Club for lunch and something stronger.

Naturally, then, I loved it when Borja recounted walk-
ing up to the School of Commerce’s Sherri Moore at the 
end of a class to ask a question. As the answer approached 
what seemed like five minutes, Moore stopped herself 
and asked Borja if they might continue the conversation 
at the Garden Room in Hotel E.

“I don’t even remember what I asked her about,” 
Borja says a year later, “and then we were having lunch.”

A sense of balance. The short hand for this is “work 
hard, play hard.” It traces to the University’s early stu-
dents having full benefit of the most innovative educa-
tion in America—and then getting on horses to shoot 
pistols at the Rotunda clock.

Fiona Geiran (Col ’19), editor-in-chief of The 
Declaration, the student weekly where I got my start, 
offers a modern-day version of work hard, play hard 
in a story from her first year, where a friend got into a 
fraternity party because the bouncer recognized her 
from high school. “They’re both trying to have a night 
out, where they’re drinking and being ridiculous,” she 
says, “but they knew each other from … Latin camp.”

Work-play doesn’t do justice to the UVA paradigm. 
It’s more dimensional than that. Self-governance prac-
tically demands extracurricular involvement. So does a 
growing community service ethic. Beyond those facets, 

this has always been a place that supports life balance 
and that attracts students, and mints graduates, who 
embrace it.

I smiled when Geiran asked if we could push back our 
interview a few hours. She didn’t have class that morn-
ing and was going hiking along the Blue Ridge Parkway.

A sense of place. Each of the above elements gets us 
close to what makes UVA UVA, and Wahoos Wahoos, but 
what gets us home is our home. The gestalt works like 
this: You sum up those parts and situate them among 
Blue Ridge mountain majesties. Then you set them to 
the music of Thomas Jefferson’s grand design.

Twenty-five years ago, the architectural critic Paul 
Goldberger described Jefferson’s plan for an Academical 
Village as “an essay in balance.” He noted the physical 
balance between buildings and nature, going so far as to 

declare the Lawn a room in its own right, with the sky for 
a ceiling. He spoke of the design’s spiritual balance—“be-
tween the individual and the community, between the 
past and the present, between order and freedom.”

He is, of course, describing us. The architectural 
character shapes our own.

Borja came to UVA with no preconceived reverence. 
She’s the first in her family to go to college. Her guid-
ance counselor was Google. When she queried what’s 
the best college in Virginia, the search turned up UVA, 
so that’s where she turned up the next August.

Fast forward to a perfect fall afternoon three years 
later, and you encounter the Global Studies major 
rocking in her chair outside her Lawn room. Hers is 
an extraordinary story of personal accomplishment. 
When you ask what she will most miss about her time 
here, she speaks of her enchantment with the sunrises 
and the sunsets.

You can almost hear the words of another fourth-year 
who, more than 100 years before her, wrote of “the pur-
ple shadows of the lawn, the majesty of the colonnades, 
and the dream of your youth.” James Hay Jr. (Col 1903) 
went on to proclaim, “I have worn the honors of Honor. 
I graduated from Virginia.” If he had had the opportu-
nity, he also would have worn the hat. 
S. Richard Gard Jr. (Col ’81) is the editor of Virginia 
Magazine.

That gleam came to our 
eyes, and spouses and 
friends rolled theirs.
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O n a sunny, spectacular 
October afternoon on the 
Lawn, James E. Ryan (Law 
’92) took the oath of office 

as UVA’s ninth president, emphasizing 
service, community and a commitment 
to low-income students.

The Oct. 19 ceremony started with a 
25-minute procession of dignitaries and 
deans, faculty and students, walking the 
length of the Lawn from the Rotunda 
to where a crowd was gathered before 
Old Cabell Hall. Several UVA musical 
groups performed, and guest speakers 
included Virginia Gov. Ralph S. Northam 
and the president emerita of Harvard 
University—and Ryan’s former boss—
Drew Gilpin Faust.

When Ryan finally spoke, his message 
was characteristically warm, engaging 

and, most notably, forward-looking. 
Thirteen times he used the word progress. 
 He spoke of fair treatment for all, “espe-
cially the most vulnerable, including 
our lowest-paid workers,” and pledged 
deeper connections with the UVA College 
at Wise in southwestern Virginia. Ryan 
also received cheers—and made head-
lines—when he announced a tuition-free 
program for Virginia families earning 
less than $80,000 a year (with room and 
board also covered for those earning less 
than $30,000).

Even as he touted UVA as a world-class 
institution with a heart, Ryan acknowl-
edged the “sins of our past.” The Grounds 
were built by slaves, he noted, asking his 
audience to recognize “Jefferson’s bril-
liance and brutality” and remember “this 
University’s role in promoting eugenics 

and the fact that African-Americans 
weren’t fully welcome here until the 
1950s, and women not until the 1970s.” 

In many ways, he said, UVA is Mr. 
Jefferson’s University. “But it is also—
even more so—your University. It is our 
University.” (See Ryan’s letter in this issue, 
Page 63, which uses similar language to 
reinforce the theme.)

Ryan spoke with the authority of 
having studied and taught at UVA. “I 
know the magic of this place,” he told 
the crowd. “The feeling of walking the 
Lawn at sunset and standing on top 
of Humpback Rocks at dawn; of get-
ting a hug from Ms. Kathy at Newcomb 
and a high-five from Cavman; of hear-
ing a concert in Old Cabell Hall or a 
lecture in Nau Hall that changes the   
way you see the world.”

DigestU

LACED UP,  
READY TO GO 
Ryan Takes the Oath 
B Y  K E N  B U D D

For his inauguration, 
President Jim Ryan wore 
running shoes with UVA’s 
Seven Society logo.
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Afterward, as attendees strolled to a 
reception outside the Rotunda, they spoke 
enthusiastically about Ryan’s message 
and goals.

“It was extraordinary—we are very, 
very lucky,” said Tom Piper (Col ’63). 
“Everything that he said fits what we need 
today. Badly.”

Mackenna Gordon (Col ’22) was equally 
delighted: “It definitely made me excited 
to be a student here under his presidency.” 

F. Blair Wimbush (Law ’80), vice 
chairman and a commissioner with the 
Virginia Port Authority and chair of UVA’s 
Law School Foundation, was particu-
larly pleased by Ryan’s commitment to 
low-income students and first-genera-
tion students. 

“Like President Ryan, I was a first-gen-
eration student,” Wimbush said. “Most of 
my family were. Education made a differ-
ence in our lives. I thought that President 
Ryan’s message was a wonderful, inspiring 
example of what we should aspire to be.”  

Ryan’s energy and unconventional atti-
tude were most evident at the end of his 
speech. Six days before his inauguration, 
Ryan, a passionate runner, had enjoyed 
what has turned into a weekly morning 
run with 100-some members of the UVA 
community. As he finished the speech, he 
pulled up his academic robe, raised his foot 
and displayed a black Asics running shoe 
to the cheers of the crowd.

“Friends, my running shoes are laced 
up,” he said. “I’m ready, with your help, 
to begin anew on this unfinished but  
glorious project that is the University  
of Virginia.” 

“Slavery, in every way imaginable, was central to the project of designing, funding, 
building, and maintaining” UVA, according to the final report from the President’s 
Commission on Slavery and the University, released in August. 

The report’s findings and conclusions end five years of research and community 
engagement. Then-President Teresa A. Sullivan in 2013 had tasked the 29-person 
committee to explore the University’s relationship with slavery and recommend 
ways to recognize and commemorate it. 

For further study and repair, the report discusses the Memorial to Enslaved 
Laborers, set to break ground in December; and suggests renovations to McGuffey 
Cottage as an interpretive center, scholarships to promote diversity and research 
endowments for further study. These and other recommendations will be consid-
ered by the president’s office, as well as the complementary four-year President’s 
Commission on the University in the Age of Segregation, launched in February.

“We’re confronting the difficult past we’ve had here,” said Marcus Martin, the 
slavery commission co-chair and, until his retirement in January 2019, vice presi-
dent and chief officer for diversity and equity.

The 91-page report “goes a long way to putting some of the fundamental history 
in place,” said commission member Louis Nelson, vice provost for academic out-
reach and professor of architectural history. 

That history is one of individuals, such as Isabella and William Gibbons, who 
became community leaders after being owned by professors. But it is also one of 
unpunished violence against free and enslaved workers and degrading policies 
and practices, such as the robbing of African-American graves for medical studies.

The report also details the commission’s education, memorialization and pub-
lic engagement initiatives over the past five years, which include hosting sympo-
sia such as 2017’s “Universities, Slavery, Public Memory and the Built Landscape”; 
launching the Rotunda Visitors Center and a self-guided walking tour; and naming 
Gibbons House and Skipwith Hall after enslaved workers.

“[We’re] owning the history,” Martin said, “and doing what we can through these 
initiatives to help with atonement.”

The more “we know about the institutional history, the better we educate our-
selves,” he said, “and we can acknowledge what happened in the past so we can move 
forward.” —Sarah Poole

AN UNFLINCHING REPORT
Slavery Commission chronicles a difficult past
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MONTAGUEMILLER.COM  |  800.793.5393  |  CHARLOTTESVILLE WESTFIELD ROAD  |  AMHERST  |  MADISON  |  CULPEPER  |  ORANGE

Stunning, truly custom English Country-style 
residence set on nearly 7.5 manicured acres on 
highly coveted Garth Road. Constructed with 
premium finishes and unparalleled attention to 
detail. Lovely private landscaped setting.

$1,495,000
anitadunbar-realtor.com

Anita Dunbar  |  434.981.1421

2121 Garth Rd | Charlottesville

One of the oldest homes in Albemarle Co. 
Set on 18 private acres just west of Scottsville, 
c.1740 home in excellent condition.  Period 
details, 6 fireplaces, English Basement, pool, 
3-car garage with guest apartment.

$850,000 
montaguemiller.com/cmontague 
Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

Belle Grove | Scottsville

$899,000
montaguemiller.com/mls=580993 

Rives Bailey  |  434.951.7113

108 Cameron | Charlottesville

Perfectly placed in a park-like setting this 
wonderful Ednam Forest home offers exceptional 
indoor and outdoor living spaces. Conveniently 
located within walking distance of Boar’s Head 
Sports Club and  minutes to UVA. 

$1,195,000
montaguemiller.com/mls=581328 

Rives Bailey  |  434.951.7113

407 Wellington | Charlottesville

Within a short walk of UVA, this exceptional and 
unique home offers a wonderful blend of quality, 
convenience, and charm. Quality is evident 
throughout with the kitchen offering commercial 
grade appliances and soapstone counters. 

5 Chimneys, c. 1820, a classic brick farmhouse 
surrounded by mature hardwood trees with 
mountain views. 3 bedrooms and 2.5 updated 
baths, country kitchen, 2 fireplaces, and a broad 
front porch. 50 acres of productive pasture.

$795,000 
montaguemiller.com/cmontague 
Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

Five Chimneys | Lexington

Extraordinary 664 acre farm ideally located at 
the base of the Blue Ridge in one of the prettiest 
valleys in the Piedmont. A perfect blend of rich 
grazing land and hardwood forest. 3 homes on 
the property, stocked lake and gorgeous views.

$3,750,000 
montaguemiller.com/cmontague 
Carter Montague  |  434.962.3419

    Graves Mill Farm | Madison

Your Place. Our Purpose.
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Robert M. O’Neil, who as president of UVA 
was known for his commitment to increasing 
student and faculty diversity, died on Sept. 30.

“He elevated the understanding that diver-
sity was an issue we had to recognize and that 
it added value to the institution,” said Leonard 
Sandridge (Grad ’74), UVA’s former executive 
vice president and COO.

O’Neil, also a renowned First Amendment 
scholar, died from congestive heart failure. 
He was 83.

Born in Boston, he obtained bachelor’s, 
master’s and law degrees from Harvard 
University. In 1962, he clerked for U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice William J. Brennan.

“Justice Brennan told me that Bob was 
among the best clerks he had ever had,” said 
UVA law professor A. E. Dick Howard (Law ’61), 
who had clerked for Justice Hugo Black. Many 
clerks “wanted to prove just how smart they 
were,” Howard said, but “Bob stood out for 
being low-keyed and lacking in any sense of 
pretentiousness.”

In 1963, O’Neil began teaching law at the 
University of California at Berkeley, and later 
held positions as provost of the University 
of Cincinnati, vice president of Indiana 
University and president of the University 
of Wisconsin system.

He became UVA’s sixth president in 
1985, the first non-Southerner to lead the 

institution and the first 
since Edwin A. Alderman, 
UVA’s first president, not 
to have either attended or 
taught here. He would end 
up serving just five years, 
the shortest term of any of 
UVA’s eight past presidents.

During his time, the 
University added four 
study programs and a mas-
ter’s of teaching degree. 
O’Neil was also determined 
to add more minority and 
female students and fac-
ulty. Scholarship programs 
for African-American stu-
dents were established in 
1987 and 1988, and UVA 
opened the University’s 
Women’s Center in 1989.

“Bob helped make the 
University of Virginia a more inclusive place,” 
Howard said. This emphasis on diversity, his 
former colleagues believe, is his chief legacy 
as president. 

After leaving office in 1990, O’Neil taught 
constitutional law at UVA, focusing on free 
speech and the press, as well as church and 
state. He was the founding director of the 
nonpartisan Thomas Jefferson Center for 
the Protection of Free Expression, which 
recently praised O’Neil on its website for his 
“boundless energy” and “acute sense of how 
to make Americans appreciate and value First 
Amendment rights.” 

O’Neil also served as director of the Ford 
Foundation’s Difficult Dialogues Initiative, 
general counsel of the American Association 
of University Professors, and as senior fel-
low at the Association of Governing Boards 
of Universities and Colleges.

Friends and co-workers say they’ll remem-
ber O’Neil not only for his intellect but also 
for his kindness, civility and honesty. “He was 
the most thoroughly decent person I’ve ever 
known,” said Alexander G. “Sandy” Gilliam 
Jr. (Col ’55), emeritus special assistant to 
the president. 

Survivors include O’Neil’s wife, Karen 
Elson O’Neil; four children, including Ben 
O’Neil (Col ’00); and 13 grandchildren. 

—Ken Budd

EX-PRESIDENT O’NEIL 
PROMOTED DIVERSITY, 
FREE SPEECH
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The Rankings File
UVA is the third-best 
public national university 
according to U.S. News & World 
Report, which for the 28th 
consecutive year placed UVA 
in the top three. UVA ranked 
second in the Best Value 
rankings, which consider  
both educational and 
economic factors. UVA 
ranked 25th among national 
universities overall, out of  
312 schools considered.

Arts Council 
Premieres 
Student Awards 
The UVA Arts Council  
unveiled its new Distinguished 
Artists Awards this fall. Cho-
reographer Amy Dalrymple 
(Col ’18, Batten ’19) won in 
dance, digital artist Gabby 
Fuller (Col ’19) in studio art, 
playwright Savannah Hard 
(Col ’19) in drama, cellist 
Nicholas Rupert (Com ’19) 
in music and designer David 
Shim (Arch ’19) in archi-
tecture, all selected by their 
department heads.
Beyond each honoree’s 
$2,000 prize, Council Chair 
Gretchen Tibbits (Col ’89) 
notes, “you have both the 
department chair and also 
a group of alumni saying we 
were impressed and recognize 
and appreciate the work that 
you’re doing.”

Oct. 16, 1934–Sept. 30, 2018



CARRY THE ONLY CARD THAT HELPS 
SUPPORT THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA!

NewCardOnline.com
and enter preferred card priority code: 

GAARZE (Rotunda) or GAARZF (V-Sabre)

APPLY TODAY

$150 Cash
Rewards
Bonus

If you make at least $500 in purchases 
in the first 90 days of account opening

For information about the rates, fees, other costs and benefits associated with the use of this Rewards card, or to apply, go to the website listed above or write to P.O. Box 15020, Wilmington, DE 
19850. By opening and/or using these products from Bank of America, you’ll be providing valuable financial support to the Alumni Association of the University of Virginia. This credit card program 
is issued and administered by Bank of America, N.A. Visa and Visa Signature are registered trademarks of Visa International Service Association, and are used by the issuer pursuant to license from 
Visa U.S.A. Inc. BankAmericard Cash Rewards is a trademark and Bank of America and the Bank of America logo are registered trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.

The Bank of America® Cash Rewards 
credit card helps you support the 

University of Virginia through student 
scholarships and programs and services 

for alumni. Since 2010, UVA has 
received more than $925,000 of 

support through cardholders’ purchases.

1%
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3%
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everywhere, 
every time

grocery stores and 
wholesale clubs

on gas

Cash Back



60    UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA  |  W I N T E R  2 0 1 8

Another Big Investment  
in Scholarships
The Board of Visitors in August approved using 
$100 million from the Strategic Investment 
Fund to support UVA’s Bicentennial Scholars 
Fund, the second such investment the board has 
made for matching scholarships from the fund. 

The first $100 million, approved in December 
2016, was fully matched by donors in 18 months, 
according to UVA Today. With the addition of 
gifts and matching funds, the initial investment 
resulted in $212 million for endowments, whose 
earnings will support more than 140 scholar-
ships annually for graduate and undergraduate 
students, as also noted by UVA Today. 

The additional funding will be used in the 
University’s campaign to provide matching 
funds for new merit-based scholarships and 
scholarship endowments at UVA and UVA’s 
College at Wise, which aim to increase access 
and affordability for undergraduate and grad-
uate students who demonstrate financial need.

Major Alderman 
Renovation Design
In September, the BOV voted unanimously to 
approve the Schematic Design for a renovated 
Alderman Library. Highlights of the renovation, 
slated to begin in 2020 (pending state approval), 

include new building infrastructure; improved 
safety and usability; redesign of the interior lay-
out and lighting; restoration and optimization of 
historic characteristics including masonry, win-
dows and wood cornices; and improved access 
through an expanded northern entryway and a 
revised southern entryway. Look for more cov-
erage of the Alderman renovation in the Spring 
2019 issue of Virginia Magazine.

$180M Athletics Plan
Also in September, the BOV approved a $180 
million Athletics Master Plan presented to 
the Board by UVA Athletics Director Carla 
Williams, which will be funded through pri-
vate gifts. The comprehensive plan, highlighted 
by a new football operations center and a new 
Olympic sports center, also includes: three nat-
ural grass football fields—two for football, one 
for multisport use; the renovation of the McCue 
Center; the demolition of University Hall, 
Onesty Hall and the Cage; new pedestrian path-
ways and additional parking options. The new 
football center will include a student develop-
ment center, sports medicine and nutrition 
areas, locker rooms, position rooms, coaches’ 
offices, a strength and conditioning center, and 
an indoor practice facility. ZGF Architects will 
lead the new facilities’ design. 

No Room at the Inn
There was no giant wrecking ball 
when UVA started tearing down the 
landmark five-story Cavalier Inn on 
Emmet Street in September. Since 
1965, the establishment has hosted 
countless students and alumni—
with its last guests checking out 
after Finals Weekend in the spring. 
A University task force is discuss-
ing possible plans for revamping the 
14.5-acre parcel that includes the 
land on which the inn sat.

BOARD OF VISITORS UPDATES

Diplomat 
Becomes 
Vice Provost
In August, Stephen D. 
Mull became UVA’s 
vice provost for global 
affairs. A career  
U.S. diplomat who 
served as the lead 
implementer of the 
Iran nuclear deal, Mull 
told UVA Today that 
he aims to raise the 
visibility of the global 
programming in all  
11 schools.
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CONSIDERING REAL ESTATE OPPORTUNITIES IN CHARLOTTESVILLE?

Let CORE help you. We are Charlottesville raised, locally focused, and perfectly positioned to help UVA grads return to  
Charlottesville for their next chapter. Call us today and let us work to find your perfect Central Virginia home.

www.COREcville.com    |    600 E Water Street, Suite H Charlottesville, VA 22902    |    434-422-5050

exclusively  listed  by

www.55owaterstreet.com

For UVA Alumni looking to return to Charlottesville, look no further than the recently completed 550 Water Street -  
a brand new, luxury mixed-use modern building on Charlottesville’s Downtown Mall. 

High-end, customizable, whole floor condominiums with breathtaking mountain views make for a truly unique experience,  
and provide residents unparalleled downtown living and convenience, unlike anything that’s ever existed in Charlottesville.

View Floor Plans and 3-D Renderings on our website, or call us today at 434-466-6566 to schedule a tour and learn more.

LUXuRY  LIVING  in  downtown  charlottesville



For a free copy of our catalog call us at  
434-243-4984 or 866-765-2646 or  
visit us online: alumni.virginia.edu/travel

Seek 
Explore
DISCOVER

TRAVEL
Alumni & Parent

WOLVES OF YELLOWSTONE                   
January 25 – 31, 2019
                               
SKI MEETUP - PARK CITY                       
March 11 – 15, 2019
                               
GALAPAGOS GETAWAY                         
April 27 – May 3, 2019 (SOLD OUT)
September 5–11, 2019 (NEW DEPARTURE)
                               
KENTUCKY DERBY                
May 2 – 5, 2019
                               
ISRAEL                      
May 9 – 20, 2019
                               
U.S. NATIONAL PARKS                           
June 5 – 14, 2019
                               
GEMS OF THE DANUBE                        
July 8 – 18, 2019
                               
DALMATIA                     
August 25 – September 9, 2019
                               
PORTRAIT OF ITALY                   
September 26 – October 11, 2019
                               
JAPAN                    
September 30 – October 12, 2019
                               
EGYPT                      
October 7 – 21, 2019
                               
BOTSWANA SAFARI                          
October 20 – 30, 2019
                               
MOROCCO                             
October 22 – November 4, 2019 (SOLD OUT)
April 7–20, 2020  (NEW DEPARTURE)
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lot has changed since I wrote 
my last letter to all of you this 
past summer.

Some of that change has been per-
sonal. In October, I was officially sworn in 
as the ninth president of UVA, which also 
happened to be the first time my birth 
family met my adoptive family. There’s a 
longer story there, but suffice it to say it 
was a meaningful day for many reasons. 
And after celebrating a birthday, I have 
also gone from a youthful 51 to a griz-
zled 52—a fact I am reminded of living 
in a Pavilion on the Lawn, surrounded 
by students.  

More broadly, and more seriously, the 
past few months have also been import-
ant ones for the University, with mile-
stones that speak to both our past and 
our future.  

In August, for example, the President’s 
Commission on Slavery released its final 
report examining the role and treat-
ment of slaves who built and sustained 
the University. In October, professor 
Jonathan Kipnis received the presti-
gious Director’s Pioneer Award from the 
National Institutes of Health for his work 
connecting the brain and immune system. 
And by the time you read this, we will be 
halfway through the academic year, with 
a first-year class that is the most diverse 
in UVA history.

It’s a fitting set of accomplishments as 
we look back at two centuries of UVA his-
tory and begin to think about our third.

In my inaugural address, I talked 
about how UVA is, in a sense, Mr. 
Jefferson’s university. But it is also—even 

more so—our university. And it is our 
responsibility to preserve what is best 
about this place and to shape its future 
with boldness and creativity.  

To that end, I’ve spent the past year 
since my selection as president listening 
to as many people as I can about their 
hopes for the future of UVA, both in 
person and through a website titled 
“Ours to Shape,” which invited members 
of our community to share their ideas 
online.  

These conversations have 
largely converged around three 
broad themes—community, 
discovery and service—that I 
believe form the core of who 
we are and hold the key to our 
future. And that future depends 
on our ability to answer some 
basic questions related to those 
themes: What kind of commu-
nity would we like to be? How 
can we best promote the discovery of 
new knowledge, whether in the lab or 
the classroom? How can we best serve 
the Commonwealth and beyond, and how 
can we best prepare our students for a 
life of service, regardless of their cho-
sen careers?

Your answers to these questions have 
left me bursting with ideas and great opti-
mism about what lies ahead. And while 
I don’t yet know exactly what the future 
will look like, I am beginning to see an 
outline of it, which rests on what I have 
learned from all of you.

I see, for example, a university that 
not only states its values but lives them, 

that is as vibrant as it is diverse, and 
that is known as one of the best, if not 
the best, for first-generation and low-in-
come students. I see a faculty commit-
ted to the highest standards of teaching 
and research, and able to work across tra-
ditional boundaries to tackle our most 
pressing challenges. I see a university 
that is a strong partner and good neigh-
bor with the surrounding communities, 
bound by a sense of fair treatment of 
all, including our lowest-paid workers. 
And I see a community of alumni whose 
connection with this place begins during 
their time on Grounds but continues to 
blossom over time.

More generally, I see a university that, 
in 2030, is considered not just Virginia’s 
flagship university, but the nation’s. And 

whether you see exactly the same picture, 
or only parts of it, I hope you share my 
faith in the future and my commitment 
to making this University what we know 
it can be. Because if we are able to realize 
all or part of the vision I have sketched, 
we will be an even stronger university 
than we are today.  

The future truly is ours to shape, and 
we can only do it together. Let’s get to 
work.

JAMES E. RYAN
President of the University of Virginia

President’s Letter

SHAPING THE  
FUTURE TOGETHER

A

Your answers to these 
questions have left me 
bursting with ideas and 
great optimism about 
what lies ahead. 
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ClassNotes
’60s
Don Slesnick II (Col ’65 L/M) was rec-
ognized for his philanthropic efforts and 
dedication to the Coral Gables, Florida, 
community with the 2018 Leadership 
Florida Distinguished Member Award. The 
award is presented to a Leadership Florida 
member whose character and leadership 
activities represent the highest standards 
of the organization and leave a lasting 
impact on Florida. Slesnick is serving his 
third term as mayor of Coral Gables.

Geoffrey N. Gordon (Col ’68 L/M) was 
named interim superintendent of schools 
in Riverdale, New Jersey. This will be his 
25th year as a superintendent of schools 
in the state.

’70s
Jack Copper (Engr ’72 L/M) launched 
NeuralStudio.ai, which offers neural 
network-based artificial intelligence. 
Hollie Coleman (Engr ’19) played an 
important role preparing for the launch 
as an intern during summer 2018 at the 
company’s headquarters in the Cayman 
Islands. Copper first learned about neural 
networks in one of his UVA engineering 
electives 50 years ago. 

Thomas Bachhuber (Educ ’73, ’76) pub-
lished a book, Transpirations: Guidance 
for the Head & Heart through Career and 
Beyond, in Feb. 2018. Bachhuber serves 
as executive director and president of the 
board for the Center for Life Transitions. 

Diane McCool Foos (Nurs ’74 L/M) 
retired from her career as a certified 
registered nurse anesthetist. She enjoys 

returning to Charlottesville to watch her 
niece, Meghan McCool (Col ’20), play on 
the UVA women’s soccer team. 

Tom Corrigan (Col ’75) retired as execu-
tive vice president and CFO of Christiana 
Care Health System in Wilmington, 
Delaware. He previously worked for 
Anheuser-Busch Companies and 
Automatic Data Processing.

Joe Porter (Col ’75 L/M) and his husband, 
Carter Elliott, moved to Jacksonville, 
Florida, from Atlanta, to be near family. 
Porter retired from banking several years 
ago. He recently served as chairman of the 
board of Enterprise Bank of Florida and 
before that was chief investment officer of 
a regional bank.

Bill McClain (Com ’76 L/M) published a 
new book, Strategic Planning in the Age of 
Disruption, which demonstrates how to 
envision the future and then plan back-
ward. The book encourages readers to 
look beyond new technologies to consider 
their ripple effects, as well as ethics and 
governance issues. 

David Williams (Engr ’76) self-published 
two e-books. Philly Math: A Teacher’s 
Daily Stress looks into the field of educa-
tion through the lens of one day in which 
Williams commuted from the suburbs 
to teach high school math to inner city 
kids in Philadelphia. A Liberal’s Search 
for Truth, Justice and the American Way 
details his political consciousness through 
book reviews, analysis and letters to  
the editor. 

Finn Pincus (Col ’77) was inducted 
into Roanoke College’s Hall of Fame in 
April 2018. In his 25 years as track and 
cross-country coach, his teams won 22 
conference titles, 40 individual All-
American honors, two individual national 

        This symbol at the end of a class note indicates a corresponding photograph or video online at uvamagazine.org/classnotes.           
L/M Indicates Life Member of the Alumni Association



68    UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA  |  W I N T E R  2 0 1 8

Send us your updates 
online or by email:

uvamagazine.org/classnotes
alumnews@virginia.edu

titles, and 10 national runner-up finishes 
for individuals and relays. Two athletes 
competed at the U.S. Olympic Trials. 
Honored 21 times as Old Dominion Athletic 
Conference Coach of the Year, Pincus had 
eight women’s team top-25 finishes at the 
NCAA track championships, with a best 
of fifth at the NCAA Division III Outdoor 
Championships in 2008.

’80s
Jacquie Beck Toner (Grad ’80, ’82) 
published her fifth children’s book in 
Nov. 2018. Yes I Can! A Girl and Her 
Wheelchair introduces young children to 
a peer with a physical disability. Written 
with her daughter, who is a pediatric 
physical therapist, and with a fellow 
psychologist, this story and its supple-

mental section for parents provide a 
bridge for understanding and accepting 
diversity. 

Melissa Drisko (Col ’81 L/M) retired 
as deputy director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency on Oct. 1, 2018, 
after 37 years in the intelligence com-
munity. She began her career as a Naval 
Intelligence officer and then served on 
assignments at the CIA and as the deputy 
director of Naval Intelligence.

Paul A. Lombardo (Grad ’82, Law ’85), 
the Bobby Lee Cook Professor of Law 
at Georgia State University College of 
Law, was a featured commentator in 
the Oct. 16, 2018, broadcast of the PBS 
program American Experience, “The 
Eugenics Crusade.” His work on the 
history of eugenic sterilization and the 
1927 Supreme Court case of Buck v. Bell 

was also highlighted in “Finding Carrie 
Buck,” a graphic article published online 
to accompany that program. Earlier this 
year he was the featured interviewee on 
the NPR program and podcast Hidden 
Brain: “Emma, Carrie, Vivian: How a 
Family Became a Test Case for Forced 
Sterilizations.” 

Mary Wayne Watson (Grad ’83 L/M) 
presented “The Sandhills: The Comfort 
of Tradition and Ritual” at the Scotland 
County Museum in Laurinburg, North 
Carolina, on Sept. 24, 2018. Watson is 
a Road Scholar with the North Carolina 
Humanities Council.

Kathleen O’Connor Edmunds (Col ’84, 
Med ’88 L/M) was awarded a U.S. patent 
for her tampon assembly design, which is 
trademarked the Menstrual Shield. 

ClassNotes

ALUMNI IN BUSINESS  A Special Advertising Section for Alumni

Stanley F. Birch, Jr. (Col '67) 
United States Circuit Judge (Ret.) 

Mediator, Arbitrator, 
Appellate Consultant 

JAMS Atlanta • 404.566.2157 
jamsadr.com/birch 

Tommy Brannock (com ’79)
Loring Woodriff real Estate associates

Phone 434-977-4005
mobile 434-981-1486

tbrannock@me.com
www.loringwoodriff.com

Serving the 
UVa community 
since 1981

Louise Phipps Senft
Relational Mediator with 25 years experience 
with thousands of families, their advisors, their 

next generations across the country.

Mediation | Speaking | Workshops | Training

www.BaltimoreMediation.com | www.BeingRelational.com | 443-524-0833

(Col '83)

Steve Beams (Col ’81)
Broker/Owner
Beachfront & Golf Homes
From $300,000 to over $3,000,000
954-298-0029
SteveBeams@gmail.com

COASTAL LIVING REALTY
Covering Florida 
From Ft. Lauderdale to Vero Beach

Want to join a fun, affordable, 
well-run racing partnership?

We buy and race, primarily in the Mid-Atlantic,  
with leading trainer Graham Motion.

High Five Racing Stables
“World Class Excitement”

Jay & Susan (Steele) Sloan
COM '89 

 
    (703) 869-8742         

www.highfiveracing.com

Our practice is dedicated to helping growing 
businesses attain financial security

Jason E. Dodd

Luxury Home Specialist
Norfolk / Virginia Beach

757-472-8798
www.Jason E Dodd.com
Re/Max CentralCentral

, B.A., J.D.
Realtor (COL ‘89)

Liz Raney, REALTOR®
History ’06
c: (434) 242-3889
o: (434) 977-4005
liz@loringwoodriff.com
www.loringwoodriff.com

Serving sellers and buyers in 
Charlottesville and the surrounding area
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John W. Via III  (Engr ’84 L/M) was 
named to the Alumni Circle of Distinction 
at Drexel University’s College of 
Engineering. The award recognizes distin-
guished alumni for their contributions to 
the field of engineering and support  
for the college and university. Via also 
serves as a trustee for UVA’s School  
of Engineering.

Gary Wallace (Com ’85 L/M) has been 
named managing partner of the CPA firm 
Keiter, effective Jan. 1, 2019. In this role, 
Wallace, who has more than 30 years of 
experience, will oversee Keiter’s strate-
gic direction and continue to serve as a 
partner in the firm’s tax practice, which he 
most recently led. 

Scott Douglas Gerber (Law ’86, Grad 
’92) published his fourth legal thriller, The 
Art of the Law (Anaphora Literary Press), 
in October 2018. 

 

Frederick L. Daniels Jr. (Col ’87), a 
DeKalb County, Georgia, representative 
on the MARTA board of directors, was 
selected as the 2018 Outstanding Public 
Transportation Board Member, one of 
the American Public Transportation 
Association’s highest honors.

Karen Young Foley (Col ’87, Educ ’08) 
self-published Santa’s Sick of Cookies: An 
Eastern Shore Christmas Tale this fall. A 
free instructional resource to accompany 
the picture book will be available on  
teacherspayteachers.com. 

Timothy Kitt (Com ’88 L/M) was named 
senior vice president, head of pricing and 
execution in Freddie Mac’s single-fam-
ily business. For the last four years, Kitt 
has led the pricing and analytics team in 
single-family portfolio management. 

Tresa Chambers (Col ’89) is communi-
cations director at the American Heart 
Association national office in Dallas. In 
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this role, she identifies and supports stra-
tegic growth opportunities and business 
partnerships aligned with the organiza-
tion’s mission.

Gerri Finkelstein Mattson (Col ’89) is 
the new president of the North Carolina 
Medical Society Foundation Board of 
Trustees. Mattson has worked for 13 years 
as the pediatric medical consultant with 
the North Carolina Title V program in the 
Women’s and Children’s Health Section 
at the N.C. Division of Public Health. A 
longtime society member, Mattson is a 
2008-09 alumna of the foundation’s 
Leadership College, and has been part of 
the Leadership College faculty since her 
graduation. She currently serves as co-
chair of the program. 

Cassie Premo Steele (Col ’89) published 
a new novel, The ReSisters (All Things 
That Matter Press) on Sept. 24, 2018. The 
book is based on current events and 
reached No. 1 on Amazon’s best-seller list 

for new children’s book releases about 
prejudice and racism. 

’90s
Steve Heinrichs (Col ’90 L/M) joined 
Mueller Water Products as executive vice 
president, general counsel and secretary 
and will serve as the chief legal and com-
pliance officer. The company is a manufac-
turer of products and services used in the 
transmission, distribution and measure-
ment of water in North America. 

Charles Wolverton (Col ’91 L/M) was 
named a partner at BDO USA, a profes-
sional services firm. Wolverton will contin-
ue to lead the firm’s public sector practice, 
which he helped launch several years ago. 
The practice, which is based in McLean, 
Virginia, provides guidance to the federal 
government sector on many fronts. 

Randy Schill (Col ’92 L/M) married 
Courtney Gentleman on June 16, 2018, in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. Bud Schill (Law 
’71) officiated the ceremony. The couple 
lives in Chicago.

Sarah Beth Richardson Fahrendorf 
(Col ’93 L/M) served as the art grant 
event manager for the PTA of Hammond 
Elementary School in Laurel, Maryland. 
She was recognized by the PTA for secur-
ing a small grant from the Howard County 
Arts Council to bring in local mosaic artist 
Ali Mirsky as an artist-in-residence. The 
project engaged all of Hammond’s 656 
students and culminated in the installa-
tion of a 125-square-foot mosaic of the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

Chatón Turner (Col ’93) and her husband, 
Andre Smith, welcomed their third child 
on Jan. 7, 2018. Lucas joined his siblings, 
Roman, age 4, and Neema, age 8. 

 

PRICE REDUCED!  Here is a remarkable & private residence of bronze 

mirrored glass with broad and protected Blue Ridge Mountain views.  Designed 

by visionary architect Peter Sheeran as his personal residence, “Owlsview” has a 

first floor master suite, a first floor home office and an octagonal solarium sitting 

room with skylights.  There is a separate guest wing at the pool level that includes 

full kitchen & bath.  The gunnite pool is solar heated.  There is a large deck on 

the entry level  overlooking the Moormans River frontage, as well as a large deck 

area around the pool.  On 3 acres of forest  near Free Union in the Farmington 

Hunt 15 mins from Charlottesville.  W/ high speed internet up to 100 mbps!        

                                                         Great walking & biking on Ridge Rd $995,000

Here is a contemporary interpretation of arts & crafts architecture in Western 

Albemarle between Free Union and Earlysville.  Lustrous hickory is the dominant 

mellowed wood in floors, doors and exposed beams including in the Great Room 

with cathedral ceiling.  Complementing the hickory is custom designed solid cherry 

window and door frames, built-in cabinets, benches and shelves.  The kitchen 

features a 6 burner propane cooktop with granite counters and island open to the 

Great Room and Dining.  1st floor en-suite bedroom with adjoining office.  Master 

suite has cathedral ceiling with separate sitting area and private outdoor porch.  

Large workshop and 3 car garage.  Very private 7+ acres at the end of a cul-de-sac.  

High speed internet coming soon.  $895,000

Joe Samuels 
Principal Broker
434-981-3322

OwlsviewMockernut

Virginia

Over 100 Years Of Virginia Real Estate Service
Charlottesville u (434) 295-8540 u www.jtsamuels.com
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David Hartingh (Col ’95 L/M) was named 
president and CEO of International 
Executive Service Corps in Washington, 
D.C. David lives in Arlington, Virginia, with 
his wife, Erika, and their son. 

Edmund Potter (Arch ’95) traveled with 
his parents, Clifton W. Potter Jr. (Grad 
’64, ’70 L/M) and Dorothy Turner Potter 
(Grad ’66, ’00 L/M), and his son, Landon, 
to the grave of James McConnell at the 
Lafayette Escadrille Monument in Paris. 
Most famous for “The Aviator” sculpture 
created in his honor on Grounds, 
McConnell was shot down March 19, 
1917. The Potters were on a trip organized 
by the Virginia National Guard’s 116th 
Infantry Regiment Foundation to visit 
World War I sites in France and Belgium 
as part of the 100th anniversary of the 
end of the conflict. 

Kirsten Randall (Col ’95) earned her 
master     ’s degree in humanities from 
California State University, Dominguez 

Hills. She lives in Tacoma, Washington, 
and works at the Fort Nisqually Living 
History Museum.

Ellen Riegel Bisnath (Col ’96 L/M) and 
her husband, David, welcomed their 
second daughter, Elizabeth, on Dec. 30, 
2016. She joined her sister, Catherine. 
The family lives in Hertfordshire, UK. 

Jason F. Lovvorn (Grad ’96) was awarded 
tenure and promoted to associate pro-
fessor of English at Belmont University 
in Nashville, Tennessee. Formerly an as-
sistant director of the Belmont University 
Teaching Center, he currently serves  
as the department’s writing program 
director.

Pam Richardson-Greenfield (Col ’96) 
received her doctorate of business ad-
ministration from the University of Texas 
at Arlington. She previously obtained 
her M.B.A. degree from Clark Atlanta 
University and spent more than 10 years 
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in brand management at companies such 
as Unilever, Philip Morris and Glory Foods. 
She began her faculty position as an as-
sistant professor of marketing at Radford 
University this fall. She and her husband, 
Tommy, along with their daughter, Grale, 
live in Blacksburg, Virginia. 

Scott Cyphers (Arch ’97 L/M) was  
promoted from principal to design prin-
cipal at Booth Hansen, an architectural 
design firm. In this role, he will help the 
firm’s founder lead the design efforts and  
aesthetic quality of all projects in the  
firm and also focus on cultivating client 
relationships. 

Elisha King (Law ’97) was named general 
counsel of the law firm DLA Piper. King, 
a partner in the Washington, D.C., office, 
had served as the firm’s deputy general 
counsel since 2012. She joined the firm in 
1997 as an associate and in 2008, after 
her promotion to partner, began working 
with the office of general counsel. 

Nayna Agrawal (Col ’98) is a 2018 
Sesame Street Writer’s Room Fellow and 
was awarded a development deal. Her TV 
pilot, “American Pia,” was recognized at 
the New York TV Festival, and she had two 
play readings in New York. She received 
a full scholarship to attend the Kenyon 
Playwrights Conference. 

Steve Klepper (Grad ’98, Law ’01), chair 
of Kramon and Graham’s appellate prac-
tice, is co-editor of the recently released 
fifth edition of Appellate Practice for 
the Maryland Lawyer: State and Federal 
(Maryland Bar). He was also awarded 
the 2018 Tip the Scales of Justice 
Award from the Domestic Violence Legal 
Empowerment and Advocacy Project for 
his pro bono appellate advocacy on behalf 
of survivors of domestic violence in two 
cases before the District of Columbia 
Court of Appeals.  

Sam Riegel (Col ’99) won a 2018 Daytime 
Emmy Award for his work as voice director 
on the Amazon animated series Danger & 
Eggs. 

 

Jill Zimorski (Col ’99 L/M) passed the 
master sommelier exam on Sept. 5, 2018, 
successfully completing the four stages re-
quired for qualification. Of the 182 master 
sommeliers in the Americas chapter, 29 
are women. Zimorski lives in Chicago, 
where she works as a champagne special-
ist representing the Champagnes of the 
Moët Hennessy Champagne Portfolio.

’00s
Justin Humphreys (Col ’01) published 
a new book, The Dr. Phibes Companion 
(BearManor Media) this fall.

Yevonne Simms Chandler (Com ’02 L/M) 
and Cary Chandler (Col ’01 L/M) wel-
comed a daughter, Evelyn Virginia, on May 
19, 2018. She joins big brother, Bennett, 
age 3, and is the niece of Peyton Chandler 
(Col ’01), Kristy Thomas Chandler (Col 
’01) and Carter Chandler Clements (Col 
’99) and the granddaughter of Wanda 
Rooke Chandler (Educ ’02). The Chandler 
family resides in Richmond, Virginia. 

Laura Doolan (Educ ’03) of Westminster, 
Maryland, has joined McDaniel College as 
coordinator of the master of liberal arts 
program. In addition, she is coordinator 
of curriculum and instructional resources 
for secondary English language arts for 
Carroll County Public Schools. As a former 
English teacher and chair of the English 
department at Westminster High School, 
she was named the 2013 Carroll County 
Teacher of the Year. 

Alexander Cole (Col ’04) and Kate Jerde 
Cole (Col ’05) welcomed their second 
daughter, Isabel, on Aug. 30, 2018. Izzy 
joins big sister, Dylan, age 3, who is cau-
tiously optimistic about the new addition. 
The family lives in Brooklyn, New York, 
but will be relocating to Glen Ridge, New 
Jersey, in the spring.

Austen Givens (Col ’04) was named di-
rector of graduate cybersecurity programs 
at Utica College. He lives in Clinton, New 
York, with his wife, Rachel, and daughters, 
Serafina and Augusta.

“I, like other people…believe seriously 
there is no quarter of the globe so  

desireable as America, no state in america 
so desireable as Virginia, no county  in 

Virginia equal to Albemarle & no spot in 
Albemarle to compare to Monticello.”  

—Thomas Jefferson

Tours and ticket information:  
monticello.org 

or call (434) 984-9800

1st Place in the 52nd
Student Book Collecting Contest 

of The Bibliographical Society
of the University of Virginia

1st Place in the
National Collegiate 

Book Collecting Contest
For his collection

Biblioteca Genealogica:
Sicilian Printing, 1704-1893

Congratulations to

Samuel Vincent Lemley
UVA Ph.D. candidate in English

bsuva.org



UVAMAGAZINE.ORG     73

don’t just feel at home.

BE HOME.

This pastoral community offers luxurious 
custom homes on spacious parcels centered 

around the new Tasting Room & Taphouse 
at Mount Ida Reserve, a striking winery 
brewery combination serving tastings and 
a robust pairing menu seven days a week, 
and our two award-winning wedding and 

event venues at Mount Ida Farm. 
21 acre parcels beginning at $195,000. 

Homes beginning at $925,000.

weddings and events

info@mountidafarm.com

info@turkeyruncville.com
434-566-5562

info@mountidafarm.com
mountidafarm.com
434-566-5562

luxury real estate
mountidareserve.com

434-286-4282
info@turkeyruncville.com

turkeyruncville.com
434-566-5562
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Heather Amrhein Stamper (Col ’04 L/M) 
and Kyle Stamper (Engr ’05, ’10 L/M) wel-
comed their second daughter, Ivy Marie, 
on Sept. 15, 2018. She joins big sister, 
Elizabeth Meriwether, age 16 months, at 
the Stampers’ home in Charlottesville.

Michael Alden (Com ’05) was a recipient 
of the Worcester Business Journal 40 
Under Forty Award. Alden works in cor-
porate restructuring with Ascentria Care 
Alliance. 

Michael H. Jones (Engr ’05) was named 
partner at Rothwell, Figg, Ernst and 
Manbeck, an intellectual property law firm 
in Washington, D.C. Jones’ practice covers 
all aspects of patent law and a wide range 
of technologies. 

Erin Eaheart Liss (Col ’05, Educ ’06) and 
her husband, Casey, welcomed their daugh-
ter, Mikaela Charlotte, on Jan. 11, 2018. 
Mikaela joins big brother Declan, age 3. The 
family lives in Richmond, Virginia.

Matt Birckhead (Col ’06) and his wife, 
Caroline, welcomed their second child, 
Camille McRee, on Aug. 3, 2018. Camille 
shares a birthday with her big brother, 
Anderson Hart, age 3, who was born on 
the same day in 2015. The family lives in 
Raleigh, North Carolina.

Matt Ward (Com ’06) was inducted into 
Northwestern Mutual’s 2018 Forum  
Group, the company’s elite membership. 
Ward is affiliated with Northwestern 
Mutual–Chicago, and this is the first time 
he has received the honor. Only 5 percent 
of more than 6,000 financial advisers 
receive this recognition. 

T. Henry Clarke V (Col ’07 L/M) and 
Adeline “Addie” McKinney Clarke (Col 
’07) welcomed a son, Burwell Boykin, on 
July 18, 2018. Burwell joins his brother, 
Henry, age 2. The family lives in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, where Mr. Clarke serves as direc-
tor of development for Virginia Episcopal 
School. Burwell is the great-grandson  
of John B. McKinney Sr. (Col ’54 L/M)  
and the great-nephew of Clifford P. 
McKinney Jr. (Col ’52 L/M) and T. Hal 
Clarke (Med 1925). 
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William F. Crozer (Col ’07) was appoint-
ed as special assistant to the president 
and deputy director of intergovernmental 
affairs by President Donald Trump.

Rory Francisco (Col ’07 L/M) and his 
wife, Kristin, welcomed their second child, 
Gilbert Long, on July 15, 2018. Gilbert joins 
big brother Charles Theodore “Theo,” age 3. 
The family lives in Richmond, Virginia. 

Ashleigh DeFries Gallagher (Col ’07) 
was awarded the Maryland Daily Record 
VIP Award, naming her one of Maryland’s 
“Very Important Professionals Under 40.” 
Gallagher works as legislative director for 
state Sen. Bill Ferguson and as a dispenser 
of health tips and environmentally friendly 
advice on the online platform she founded 
in 2017: “Healthy Living with Ash.” She 
is a graduate student at Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

Doug Williams (Com ’07) and Libby 
Muldoon Williams (Nurs ’07) welcomed 

Alumni Faculty include: Dave Bruns (B.A., College), Stacey Bruns (M.T., Curry), Amy Buddington (B.A., 
College), Kira Cayo-Cotter (M.Ed., Curry), Coro Cope (M.T., Curry), Becky Dice (M.T., Curry), Jontel Evans 
(B.A., College), Mimi Fitzpatrick (M.T., Curry), Ataira Franklin (B.A., College), Jaime-Duke Hawkins (M.T., 
Curry), Katie Hickson (M.T., Curry), Kim Kotarski (B.S., Curry), Clare O’Brien (M.Ed., Curry), Shannon Rauth 
(M.T., Curry), Tiffany Stauffer (M.Ed., Curry), Katie Van Ess (M.Ed., Curry), and Sara Verhalen (M.Ed., Curry)

Wahoos inspiring Charlottesville kids 

In Memoriam
Marshall S. Carper Jr. (Col ’55)

Robert M. Hardy (Educ ’57)
                                Thomas O. Hunter (Col ’55)  

W. Bolling Izard (Col ’49)
                             Ralph F. Kneeland III (Eng ’58)  

John D. Munford II (Col ’50)
Joseph R. Newell Jr. (Com ’52) 

John M. Payne (Col ’57) 
                                Robert E. Pogue (Com ’56) 

James M. Shoemaker Jr. (Col ’54)
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their first child, Virginia Grace, on Aug. 
29, 2018. The family lives in Arlington, 
Virginia, and the baby’s aunts are Kathryn 
Muldoon Griffin (Com ’02) and Courtney 
Muldoon Nazareno (Col ’03). 

Katie Bray White (Col ’07, Grad ’14 L/M) 
and her husband, Mark White (Batten ’16 
L/M), welcomed their first son, William 
Charles, on Sept. 23, 2018. The family 
lives in Raleigh, North Carolina, where Ms. 
White is an editor for a test development 
company and Mr. White works in the 
nonpartisan budget office of the North 
Carolina General Assembly. 

Schafer Beatrice Bomstein (Col ’08, 
Batten ’09) married Alain Castella in 
Washington, D.C., on May 5, 2018. The 
couple currently lives in Kyiv, Ukraine. 
Bomstein is head of the ACCESS 
Consortium With People in Need, a Czech 
NGO, and Castella is a finance and ad-
ministration manager at the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

Megan K. Dhillon (Col ’08) joined Carlton 
Fields’ growing health care practice in 
Washington, D.C., as an adviser to health 
care providers. Her career in health care 
law includes experience in both the 
private and public sectors. Prior to joining 
Carlton Fields, Dhillon was an associate at 
Hancock, Daniel and Johnson in Richmond, 
Virginia. 

Frances Sorgini Lockwood (Nurs ’08 
L/M) and her husband, Jay, welcomed 
James Chappell on Aug. 16, 2018. James, 
Frances and Jay are doing well. 

Axel Cooper (Col ’09, Med ’14) and Devon 
Hawkins (Educ ’09, Med ’13 L/M) were 
married on Oct. 7, 2018, in Arlington, 
Virginia. The two are completing general 
surgery residency and will serve in the U.S. 
military after their training. 

Pat Cuadros (Col ’09) was promoted to 
the next program analyst level at the U.S. 
Geological Survey. She is also in her fourth 

THE UVA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  
IS PLEASED TO INTRODUCE ITS  
2018 LEGACY SCHOLARS

SUPPORT
Invest in UVA’s future alumni by supporting the  
Legacy Scholarship Program.
For more information: LEGACYSCHOLARSHIP.COM

LINDSEY REEVES (Col’ 22)

GARRETT HICKS (Col’ 22)

STEPHANIE MORTON (Col’ 22) 
Cynthia Darr Garver Legacy Scholar

The form is available online at
www.studenthealth.virginia.

edu/medical-records
Charges may apply.

ATTENTION 
2009

Alumni

Student medical records 
from the Elson Student 

Health Center 
are routinely destroyed 
10 years after the date 

of the last visit.

If you should need a copy 
of your records, please 

submit a Consent for the 
Release of Medical 
Information form.

v
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year as a writer and photographer with 
Blogcritics magazine. Highlights include 
interviewing Nelson Mandela’s grandson 
Ndaba Mandela, following U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor on the 
National Book Festival main stage and 
shooting concert photography in Canada 
for the popular rock band Gowan. 

Sarah Elizabeth Eskew Schmidt (Col ’09, 
Grad ’12) accepted the position of general 
manager at the Colonnade Club on UVA’s 
Grounds. She is thrilled to be in service to 
the University and back in the Academical 
Village, where she met and later married 
her husband, R. Brennan Schmidt (Col 
’06, Educ ’12). 

Carolina Ferrerosa Young (Col ’09 
L/M) and Daniel T. Young (Col ’07 L/M) 
welcomed their first child, Rafael Daniel, 
on Sept. 18, 2018. Ms. Young is a policy 
adviser for U.S. Sen. Mark Warner in 
Washington, D.C., and Mr. Young is an 
assistant U.S. attorney for the Eastern 

District of Virginia in Alexandria. The 
family lives in Reston, Virginia.

’10s
Chelsea Cullerot (Com ’10, ’11) was pro-
moted to manager in the audit practice of 
Baker Newman Noyes, an accounting and 
consulting firm. She joined the company 
in 2014 and specializes in internal 
control compliance, particularly detailed 
Sarbanes-Oxley testing.

Dorie C. Ellis (Nurs ’10) earned her doc-
torate in nursing practice in nurse anes-
thesia from the University of North Florida 
in December 2018. 

Lincoln Foran (Col ’10 L/M) is a McCourt 
Scholar at Georgetown University’s 
McCourt School of Public Policy, where 
he is a master’s student in the public 
policy program. He previously worked at 

J.P. Morgan, providing investment banking 
coverage to clients in the metals and 
mining sector.

Kristina Rowe (Col ’10) and Thomas 
Holland (Col ’10) were married on Oct. 14, 
2017, in Richmond, Virginia. Many UVA 
alumni attended and were part of the 
wedding. 

Beatrice Ionescu (Col ’11) married Phillip 
Glass (Col ’10 L/M) on May 12, 2018, in 
Rancho Palos Verdes, California, among 
family, friends and many UVA alumni. The 
couple lives in Los Angeles, where Phillip 
is a third-year medical student at St. 
George’s University. Beatrice is a patient 
recruitment specialist for clinical trials 
and an M.B.A. candidate at the University 
of Applied Sciences (IUBH) in Berlin. 

Ashley Hughes (Col ’13) married 
Eduardo Bustamante on Sept. 28, 2018, 
in Purcellville, Virginia, among family, 
friends and many UVA alumni. The 

Luxury
CharlottesvilleInternational

Ednam Hall • 1100 Dryden Lane   •   Charlottesville, VA 22903

(434) 951-5102
jim@jimbonner.com

Modern
Manor Home
Custom home featuring 
custom detailing throughout. 
First floor master, ample 
outdoor areas.
$899,000

Old Orchard
Farm
Historic equestrian residence, 
restored, privately situated 
largely on 74+/- acres,
located one mile from 
Scottsville. Charming old 
dependencies and gardens.
$695,000

Custom home featuring 
custom detailing throughout. 
First floor master, ample 
outdoor areas.
$899,000

Red
uc

ed
!

Southwind
Estates 
Heavenly plateau of 2.36 
acres, ready to build. Well 
drilled, soils perked, paved 
access. Albemarle, near 
Barboursville.
$249,500 

Jefferson
Lake Farm 
500 +/- acres with 3 rented 
cottages located within 
15-20 minutes of 
Charlottesville and UVA. 
$2,495,000
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couple lives in the Washington, D.C., 
suburbs. Eduardo is a project manager 
for Amazon Web Services, and Ashley 
is a user experience designer working in 
Reston Town Center. 

Maggie Moriarty (Col ’13 L/M) and  
her husband, Jackson Cox, opened On 
Point Pupcakes, which makes gourmet 
treat mixes for dogs. Products are  
available online and at central North 
Carolina retailers. 

Kelley Buck (Col ’17) joined Teak Media 
and Communication, a public relations 
firm, as a junior account executive to 
help spread the missions and messages 
of nonprofits and socially responsible 
companies. Buck lives in South Hill, 
Massachusetts. 



80    UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA  |  W I N T E R  2 0 1 8

’30s
Charles A. Mangham Sr. 
(Col ’39, Med ’42 L/M) of 
Seattle died Aug. 17, 2018. 
At UVA, he was a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega fraternity 
and lived on the Lawn. After 
serving as a flight surgeon 
in the U.S. Air Force during 
World War II, he changed the 
course of his medical career 
and pursued psychiatry to 
be able to treat the mental 
anguish he saw on the battle-
field. Later, he developed an 
interest in psychoanalysis and 
took a sabbatical in London to 
study under Anna Freud. Dr. 
Mangham spent the majority 
of his career as a child psycho-
analyst before retiring at age 
90. Survivors include his wife, 
Aileen; two sons, Charles 
Mangham Jr. (Med ’70) and 
Joel Mangham (Darden ’87); 
a daughter; and six grand-
children, including Andreas 
Mangham (Col ’20).

 ’40s
Edward J. Conway (Col 
’46 L/M) of St. Augustine, 
Florida, died Jan. 21, 2018. 
At UVA, he was a member of 
the Navy ROTC. He served in 
the U.S. Navy in both World 
War II and the Korean War, 
and he retired from the active 
reserves as a lieutenant com-
mander. He worked for many 
years as a CPA after earn-
ing his M.B.A. degree from 
New York University, and 
he served as president of an 
electrical contracting firm in 

Manhattan until his retire-
ment. Survivors include his 
wife, Thirza; seven children; 
18 grandchildren; and many 
great-grandchildren.

’50s
Margaret Jean Brooks 
Fisher (Nurs ’50) of Boones 
Mill, Virginia, died Sept. 6, 
2018. After receiving her 
associate’s degree from Mars 
Hill College and her nursing 
degree from UVA, she served 
as an OR, pediatric and in-
tensive care nurse. Following 
retirement, she was a willing 
volunteer at many community 
agencies, and she especially 
enjoyed church, traveling, 
theater, playing cards and 
being stubborn. In addition to 
her family, she loved her nine 
foreign exchange “grandkids” 
from around the world. Sur-
vivors include her husband, 
George; two children; four 
grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren. 

Talmage Newman “T.” 
Cooley (Col ’51, Law ’60 L/M) 
of Waynesboro, Virginia, 
died Aug. 24, 2018. A native 
of Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
he was a direct descendent 
of Robert Newman, who in 
1609 arrived in Jamestown, 
Virginia. After his time at 
UVA, where he was a member 
of Kappa Sigma fraternity, Mr. 
Cooley attended the U.S. Naval 
Officer Candidate School in 
Newport, Rhode Island. He 
was stationed at U.S. Naval 
Air Station Port Lyautey on 
the coast of Morocco during 

the Korean conflict and also 
served at the Pentagon in 
Washington, D.C. After attend-
ing law school, Mr. Cooley and 
his wife, Martha, moved to 
Waynesboro, where he became 
an associate, then partner, of 
the law firm Edmunds, Freed 
and Cooley. He was later a 
partner of Cooley, Poindexter, 
Burns and Marks. In 1984, he 
was appointed district court 
judge for both Augusta County 
and the city of Staunton, 
Virginia, where he served until 
his retirement in 2001. Mr. 
Cooley and his wife studied 
painting for many years at the 
Beverly Street Studio School 
in Staunton. They participated 
in gallery shows and annual 
trips to Europe to paint with 
fellow students and friends. 
He was known for his warm 
and joyful spirit, as well as a 
great sense of civic duty. Loyal 
and caring, he and Martha had 
a remarkable band of cher-
ished friends who stayed in 
close contact for almost 60 
years, gathering often for cel-
ebrations and vacation adven-
tures. Survivors include two 
sons, including Talmage N. 
Cooley Jr. (Col ’82, Darden 
’88 L/M); one daughter; and 
seven grandchildren.

Daniel W. Myers II (Com ’52, 
Law ’57) of Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey, died Sept. 30, 2017. 
While at UVA, he was a mem-
ber of Kappa Sigma frater-
nity, Beta Gamma Sigma and 
ROTC. He served in the U.S. 
Army Transportation Corps 
from 1952 to 1954, spending 
time on a seagoing tugboat. He 
had a long career as a partner 

of and counsel to several law 
firms in South Jersey. He was 
a member of the American 
Arbitration Association as 
well as the Virginia and New 
Jersey bars. A gentleman 
in all respects, Mr. Myers 
was known for his honesty, 
integrity and responsibility. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Gretchen Christophel; three 
daughters, including Susan 
L. Myers (Col ’82 L/M) and 
Kathryn K. Myers (Col ’88 
L/M); and two grandchildren.

Pierce A. R. Baugh (Col ’53) 
of Grantham, New Hampshire, 
died Aug. 8, 2018. He served 
two tours in Korea with the 
U.S. Navy. At UVA, he was a 
member of Kappa Sigma fra-
ternity. His 30-year business 
career spanned wholesale 
lumber, nontechnical medi-
cine publicity and banking. He 
retired as executive vice pres-
ident and cashier of United 
National Bank in Bridgewater, 
New Jersey. Wherever he 
lived, he was active in the com-
munity and served with many 
organizations, including the 
American Heart Association, 
the YWCA, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Somerset 
County Council of Affordable 
Housing, and Faith, Bricks 
and Mortar, a nonprofit orga-
nization. Survivors include 
his long-term partner, Ann 
McKinlay; three children; 
eight grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild.

In Memoriam
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 Ernest J. “Pete” 
Kern (Com ’53 
L/M), formerly of 
Waynesboro, 
Virginia, died Aug. 

24, 2018. At UVA, he was a 
proud member of the football 
team, the Seven Society, the 
IMP Society and T.I.L.K.A. 
After graduation, he was an 
active alumnus in the Thomas 
Jefferson Society and a 
football season ticket holder. 
He founded Kern Realty and 
Appraising in Timonium, 
Maryland. As a proud Wahoo, 
he contributed to the McCue 
Center locker room renova-
tions and reflected fondly on 
his time at the University. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Lois; three sons; five grand-
children; and one sister. 

H. Lee Boatwright III (Col 
’55, Darden ’60) of Charleston, 
South Carolina, died on Aug. 
28, 2018. While at UVA, he 
was a member of Naval ROTC, 
Spanish Club, German Club, 
Trident Society, Skull and 
Keys and Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
fraternity. He was a manager 
of the tennis team and enjoyed 
playing table tennis in his 
spare time. Shortly after col-
lege, he was commissioned as 
an ensign in the U.S. Navy and 
assigned to a minesweeper in 
Charleston, where he met his 
wife, Joyce. After his release 
from active duty, they moved 
to Charlottesville, where Mr. 
Boatwright attended busi-
ness school. He was awarded 
the Samuel F. Hyde Memorial 
Fellowship, the top award 
at Darden, and was elected 
president of the school. He 
served on the University’s 
Honor Committee and was 
inducted into the Raven 
Society and T.I.L.K.A. He 
worked for several financial 
institutions throughout his 

career—including Wachovia, 
the Federal Reserve and 
Suburban Trust Co.—before 
retiring as chairman and pres-
ident of Central Savings Bank, 
which was acquired by what 
is now Bank of America. Mr. 
Boatwright was active in many 
civic and professional activ-
ities, and he led or served on 
the boards of many organiza-
tions, including the Maryland 
Economic Development Corp., 
Woodberry Forest School, the 
Baltimore Museum of Art, 
Union Memorial Hospital 
and Kaiser-Permanente Mid-
Atlantic. He and his wife 
moved to Charleston, South 
Carolina, in 2010, where he 
enjoyed golf and tennis and 
was an avid bridge player. 
Survivors include three 
children, including Mary 
Boatwright Mulvey (Col ’91 
L/M); six grandchildren; and 
two brothers.

Jamal A. Sa’d (Grad ’55) 
of East Lansing, Michigan, 
died July 20, 2018. Born in 
Jerusalem to a Roman Catholic 
family, he grew up in Palestine 
during the British Mandate 
period. The family fled to 
Jordan during the Palestinian 
expulsion in 1948 and settled 
in Beirut, Lebanon, where 
Mr. Sa’d studied political sci-
ence and law at the American 
University of Beirut. After a 
professor arranged for him 
to apply for a scholarship at 
UVA, Mr. Sa’d earned a mas-
ter’s degree in the new foreign 
affairs program and served as 
a visiting instructor, offering 
a course on the history of the 
Arab Near East. He went on 
to earn a doctorate in inter-
national studies from Johns 
Hopkins University. Mr. Sa’d 
then spent 10 years at the 
Lebanese Embassy and the 
Arab Information Center of 

the League of Arab States in 
Washington, D.C., and at the 
United Nations. He was often 
invited by the media to com-
ment on world affairs and 
received invitations to attend 
formal occasions at the White 
House in honor of visiting 
Arab dignitaries. He later 
became executive director of 
the American Arab Association 
for Commerce and Industry 
in New York and then served 
as a consultant on behalf of 
major American companies 
pioneering new business in 
the Middle East. In 1983, Mr. 
Sa’d joined Mobil Oil to estab-
lish offices in the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar, where he 
was instrumental in negotiat-
ing Mobil’s license to develop 
Qatar’s previously untapped 
liquefied natural gas resources. 
After 11 years overseas, he and 
his wife, Carole, returned to 
Charlottesville, where they 
lived until Carole’s death in 
2004. He was a visiting pro-
fessor at UVA under the aus-
pices of Mobil and, over two 
years, helped establish the 
Arabian Peninsula and Gulf 
Studies program. He spent his 
final years in East Lansing, 
Michigan, close to a daughter 
and her family. Mr. Sa’d was 
proud to become a naturalized 
American citizen in 1969. He 
deeply loved the United States 
and the principles upon which 
it was founded, although the 
plight of the Palestinian peo-
ple and the loss of his home-
land were ever present in his 
thoughts. Beloved by many, 
he was known for his amazing 
intellect, incredible charm and 
a presence that filled the room. 
Survivors include three daugh-
ters, six grandchildren and one 
nephew.

W. Quinn Kelly (Col ’57 L/M) 
recently of Klinger Lake, 

Michigan, died April 23, 2018. 
He served in the U.S. Army. 
At UVA, he was a member of 
Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity. 
He spent most of his career 
in banking in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan. He worked for 
American National Bank for 
many years, staying through 
several mergers, and he retired 
from Greenleaf Trust in 2003. 
In the Kalamazoo community, 
he served on the boards of St. 
Augustine Cathedral School, 
the Constance Brown Hearing 
Center and the Kalamazoo 
Symphony. Outside work, 
he was devoted to his family. 
He loved reading; sailing his 
Flying Scott, the Dorothy IV, 
on Klinger Lake; and travel-
ing with his family. Having 
attended a Cubs 1945 World 
Series Game, Mr. Kelly was 
thrilled to attend a World 
Series game in 2016. He loved 
to learn, especially about his-
tory, and he could engage any-
one in conversation. He was 
a master of house projects, 
as long as plumbing wasn’t 
involved and the Cubs game 
was on the radio. He was pre-
deceased by his son, Michael 
R. Kelly (Col ’87). Survivors 
include his wife, Dorothy; 
two daughters; and eight 
grandchildren.

Arthur Austin (Com ’58) of 
Hinckley, Ohio, died June 25, 
2018. He served as a medic 
in the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War and received 
a Bronze Star Medal and 
a Purple Heart after being 
wounded on Pork Chop Hill. 
After graduation, he worked 
in New York City for two years 
before earning his law degree 
from Tulane University School 
of Law. He went on to become 
a professor at Case Western 
Reserve School of Law for 
43 years, retiring in 2011 as 
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the Edgar A. Hahn Professor 
of Jurisprudence. There, he 
taught many subjects, includ-
ing contracts, antitrust and 
intellectual property, and 
wrote three books and many 
articles. He spent a year with 
the policy planning section of 
the Department of Justice’s 
Antitrust Division. He was also 
“commissioner” of the law 
school’s Phlegm Snopes bas-
ketball tournament. Survivors 
include his wife, Irene; a son; 
and one niece.

 ’60s
Grant Howard Tankersley 
(Engr ’60) of Montgomery, 
Texas, died Aug. 8, 2018. At 
UVA, he was a member of 
Trigon Engineering Society, 
Glee Club and Air Force 
ROTC. He served in the U.S. 
Air Force during the Vietnam 
War and was stationed in 
Thailand and Japan before 
his discharge in 1968. He later 
attended graduate school at 
Texas A&M University and 
spent more than 40 years at 
Solvay Polymer Corp. before 
retiring as vice president of the 
technical division. He led the 
effort to develop a new campus 
for Texas State Technological 
College in Marshall, Texas, 
where he trained technicians 
for the polymer industry. 
Mr. Tankersley loved trav-
eling to Scotland, where he 
could trace his family his-
tory. When he and his wife 
moved to Marshall, they 
called their home in the Piney 
Woods “Glen Grant.” They 
hosted family and visitors 
from around the world and 
delighted in sharing their hos-
pitality. He cared for many 
rescue cats and dogs. Above 
all, his favorite hobby was 
watching any UVA ball sport. 

Survivors include his wife, 
Patricia; two daughters; three 
grandchildren; his mother; 
and his sister. 

Frederick W. “Fred” 
Kanner (Col ‘65 L/M) of 
Summit, New Jersey, died 
Aug. 3, 2018. At UVA, he was 
the president of Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity and later 
served on the organization’s 
alumni board of directors. 
He was also a member of the 
secret society, The Circle. He 
attended Georgetown Law 
School, where he worked on 
the Georgetown Law Journal 
and earned his law degree in 
1968. He had a long career at 
the law firm Dewey Ballantine 
in New York City before retir-
ing as partner in 2009. There, 
he served as the chair of the 
corporate finance group and 
was a recognized authority 
on capital markets financing, 
securities law and corporate 
governance. Later, he was a 
consultant at Covington and 
Burling law firm and recently 
served on the board of direc-
tors of E*Trade and Financial 
Guaranty Insurance Co. 
Besides his family, he loved 
golf, travel, the New York 
Giants and skiing. Survivors 
include his wife, Carol; three 
daughters; and a sister.

Charles Tracy Morse (Col 
’66 L/M) of Chandler, Arizona, 
died Sept. 24, 2017. He served 
eight years as an aircraft com-
mander in the U.S. Air Force, 
flying four tours to Vietnam. 
At UVA, he was a member of 
Delta Upsilon fraternity and 
was the nephew of Professor 
Emeritus Frederick Tracy 
Morse (Engr 1924), for-
mer chair of the mechani-
cal engineering department. 
Mr. Morse earned his M.B.A. 
degree from Pepperdine 

University and spent 40 years 
at what is now Amphenol 
Corp., as director of national 
marketing. He was an avid 
golfer and accomplished 
yachtsman, sailing the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans. Survivors 
include his wife, Sally; a daugh-
ter; a grandson; and two broth-
ers, including James William 
Morse (Engr ’68 L/M).

John Thomas “Tommy” 
Hutton (Engr ‘68 L/M) of 
Hampton, Virginia, died April 
27, 2018. Shortly after grad-
uating, he took over the fam-
ily business and ran his own 
plumbing company until 
retirement. He spent most 
of his life in Hampton and 
dearly loved the water and 
sailing. He shared his love of 
UVA with his daughter, and 
their last trip together was to 
Charlottesville with her family. 
Survivors include his daugh-
ter, Tami Hutton Garmany 
(Col ’95, Med ’00); two grand-
sons; and two brothers, Albert 
Hutton Jr. (Engr ’64) and 
Christopher Hutton (Col ’72).

Sue Howard Southall 
Lancaster (Educ ’69) of 
Louisa, Virginia, died Oct. 16, 
2018. She earned her master’s 
degree from UVA after attend-
ing Mary Washington College. 
She taught high school English 
before serving as a middle 
school counselor.  She was a 
member of the Louisa County 
Historical Society. She often 
delivered baked goods to 
her many friends. Survivors 
include two sons; four grand-
children; two great-grandchil-
dren; and a sister.

’70s
Christopher D. Wolfe (Col 
’71 L/M) of Kearney, New 

Jersey, died Aug. 28, 2018. 
After serving with Volunteers 
in Service to America, Mr. 
Wolfe earned his law degree 
from DePaul University 
College of Law in Chicago. He 
was known for his integrity, his 
passionate nature and a loving 
heart. He had a droll wit that 
delighted all who knew him 
and buoyed him through the 
years of his legal practice as he 
raised his sons and contrib-
uted to his communities. He 
had a deep interest in history, 
an encyclopedic knowledge 
of sports and a deep appre-
ciation for nature—from the 
early days of family outings in 
Potter County, Pennsylvania, 
to more recent trips to 
Yosemite National Park. 
Survivors include two sons, 
three sisters, a stepdaughter 
and four step-grandchildren. 

Daniel P. Card II (Law ’72) 
of O’Fallon, Missouri, died 
May 2, 2018. He was one of the 
founding attorneys of Paule, 
Camazine and Blumenthal. 
He co-wrote the second edi-
tion of Appellate Practice. He 
also served on the Missouri 
Governor’s Council on 
Disability. He loved sailing on 
Carlyle Lake, having a spirited 
debate and being with fam-
ily. Survivors include his wife, 
Lou Ann; one daughter; and 
eight siblings. 

Arthur L. “Butch” Wilson 
(Col ’72 L/M) of Lexington, 
Virginia, died May 10, 
2018. Mr. Wilson, a bass-
ist, was an early member of 
the Charlottesville Blues 
Allstars band, and he proudly 
recounted his opportunity 
to “sit in” with the legend-
ary Muddy Waters at the 
Mineshaft. He was also a mem-
ber of the Killer Bs, Broken 
English and Purple Valley. His 
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time as a student assistant in 
Alderman Library reinforced 
his passion for reading, and his 
work with youth in the 1970s 
led to a career focusing on 
adult education. After earn-
ing his master’s from Virginia 
Tech and his doctorate from 
the University of Georgia, he 
taught at Ball State University 
and North Carolina State 
University before joining the 
department of education at 
Cornell University, where he 
served as professor and chair. 
He was author, co-author or 
editor of five books, and he 
advised and mentored many 
graduate students. He had a 
wicked sense of humor, a keen 
eye for art and a passion to 
improve the world. Survivors 
include his wife, Barbara; his 
daughter; one granddaughter; 
three sisters; and a brother.

Harold “Bill” Sutton Jr. 
(Com ’74 L/M) of Forest Hill, 
Maryland, died Aug. 8, 2018. 
He served in the U.S. Navy 
for two years before begin-
ning his career as an engi-
neer at the Sperry Corp. in 
Charlottesville, then as an 
engineering executive in 
Massachusetts, Oklahoma, 
Alabama and New Mexico. He 
worked for many years at the 
Fairchild Space and Defense 
Corp. and at Martin Marietta. 
He retired in 2012 from 
Bowhead Support Services in 
Lexington Park, Maryland. 
For 16 years, he drove 220 
miles daily to Lexington Park 
out of love for his job and 
his commitment to having a 
rooted family life. Mr. Sutton 
was passionate about his 
work, which included working 
on the Lantirn defense system 
and the V-22 Osprey aircraft 
project. He was an avid run-
ner until his 50s and some-
times ran as many as 20 miles 

a day. He loved the Virginia 
countryside and  especially 
enjoyed running a mountain 
trail near the University in his 
younger days. He loved the 
simple pleasures of life: time 
with his family, time with his 
dog, good food, reading, keep-
ing well-informed of political 
and world events, and enjoy-
ing the Maryland outdoors. He 
often entertained his family 
and friends for hours with sto-
ries about past adventures. He 
was known as a devoted family 
man of wit, grit, wisdom and 
good humor. Survivors include 
his wife, Elizabeth Marquardt; 
two daughters; and two 
grandsons.

 ’80s
 

Eric E. Vickers (Law ’81) of St. 
Louis died April 13, 2018. After 
a short time at the firm Bryan 
Cave, he co-founded Vickers, 
Moore and Wiest in 1983. His 
caseload consisted primar-
ily of civil rights cases, and he 
helped shut down Interstate 
70 with the Rev. Al Sharpton 
to protest the lack of minority 
workers on highway projects 
in 1990. From 2000 to 2002, he 
served as founding president 
of the Coalition for North St. 
Louis Economic Development. 
In 2008, he was a founding 
partner of Eric E. Vickers and 
Associates. Survivors include 
his son, his daughter, three 
grandchildren, his father, his 
sister and his brother.

Nancy J. McGlynn (Col ’83 
L/M) of Oakton, Virginia, 
died May 2, 2018. At UVA, 
she served as senior resi-
dent assistant and chair of 
the RA appraisal board, and 
she was a member of Delta 
Delta Delta sorority. She 
worked for WUVA as a student 

newscaster and was an enthu-
siastic supporter of and fund-
raiser for the UVA Alumni 
Association. Ms. McGlynn 
went on to earn her law degree 
from George Washington 
University, where she was 
notes editor of the law review. 
She clerked for John H. Pratt 
and interned for the U.S. 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
as well as for Kenneth Starr. 
Although she worked for sev-
eral firms, she spent most 
of her career in corporate 
law in the Washington, D.C., 
offices of Skadden, Arps, Slate, 
Meagher and Flom. She rose 
to the position of counsel, spe-
cializing in complex transac-
tions in mergers and acquisi-
tion. She was passionate about 
the law and worked hard, but 
she also enjoyed being out-
doors and meeting new peo-
ple. She had many friends and 
a wonderful sense of humor. 
Survivors include her daugh-
ter, Erin C. Bennett (Col 
’17); her brother, William J. 
McGlynn, Jr. (Col ’76 L/M); 
and a sister, Marianne J. 
McGlynn (Col ’74).

 ’20s
Rouzbeh 
Rastgarkafshgarkolaei 
(Engr ’21) of Charlottesville 
died Sept. 23, 2018. Originally 
from Iran, he earned his bach-
elor’s  degree from Auburn 
University before coming to 
UVA for graduate school. He 
won the 2018 Mechanical 
and Aerospace Engineering 
Distinguished Fellowship and 
also helped found the Iranian 
Students Association at UVA. 
He was known as compas-
sionate, generous and caring. 
Survivors include his parents 
and other family members.

FACULTY AND 
FRIENDS
Bruce Phillips Hayden of 
Crozet, Virginia, died Sept. 10, 
2018. He was professor emeri-
tus of environmental sciences 
at UVA, where he was a gifted 
professor, a former chairman 
of the department and a pro-
moter of networks for sharing 
scientific research nation-
wide. He graduated from 
Pennsylvania State University 
and the University of Chicago 
and completed postdoctor-
ate work at the University of 
Wisconsin. He was smart, kind 
and funny. Survivors include 
his wife, Karen Morbeck 
Hayden (Educ ’87); a daugh-
ter; a son; and his brother. 

Roy Wagner of Charlottesville 
died Sept. 10, 2018. He joined 
UVA after time at Southern 
Illinois University and 
Northwestern University, 
where he taught after earn-
ing degrees from Harvard 
University and the University 
of Chicago. At UVA, he served 
as chair of the anthropology 
department and specialized 
in symbolic anthropology. 
Mr. Wagner taught popular 
undergraduate courses in fan-
tasy and social values and The 
Teachings of Don Juan as told 
by Carlos Castaneda. He was 
beloved by his students. His 
work, The Invention of Culture, 
was translated into eight lan-
guages and contributed  to 
the development of the con-
cept of cultural relativism. Mr. 
Wagner published seven other 
books on symbolism and eth-
nography. He was also a gifted 
poet and devoted lover of cats. 
Survivors include his daugh-
ter; his son, Jonathan R. 
Wagner (Col ’95); a grandson; 
a sister; and his former wife.
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In Memoriam
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for additional information.

255 FARMINGTON DRIVE
Designed by Milton Grigg, c. 1938   $5,950,000
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