
About Us

• The Reproductive Health Project is a grant-funded initiative of the Society 
for Maternal-Fetal Medicine that began in 2019

• Goal = Reduce the rate of maternal morbidity and mortality among high-
risk individuals in the U.S.

• Led by an interdisciplinary advisory group of clinicians and patient 
advocates

• Learn more at ReproForMFM.org



RHP Accomplishments
Publications
• SMFM Consult Series #54: Assessing the risk of maternal morbidity and mortality
• SMFM Consult Series #55: Counseling people at increased risk of maternal morbidity and mortality
• SMFM Special Statement: Maternal-fetal medicine subspecialist survey on abortion training and service provision 
• SMFM Consult Series #59: The use of analgesia and anesthesia for maternal-fetal procedures
• Endorsed Interim Clinical Recommendations from the Society of Family Planning on Self-Managed Abortion
• SMFM Consult Series #63: Cesarean scar ectopic pregnancy

External Engagement & Education
• SMFM Annual Meeting Course Offerings
• Partner Annual Meetings
• Webinars
• Coalition Participation

Advocacy & Communications
• State and Federal Legislative Advocacy 
• Judicial Advocacy (Amicus Briefs) 
• Blog Posts, Media Coverage, Social Media



Strategic Partnerships 

Clinical
o American Academy of Nursing
o American College of Nurse-Midwives
o American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
o Association of Women’s Health, Obstetric, and Neonatal Nurses
o American Society for Reproductive Medicine
o National Abortion Federation
o Nurse Practitioners in Women’s Health
o Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
o Ryan Residency Training Program
o Society of Family Planning
o Society of Ob/Gyn Hospitalists
o U.S. Association for the Study of Pain

Legal
o American Civil Liberties Union 
o Center for Reproductive Rights
o Democracy Forward
o National Women's Law Center

Advocacy
o Expanding Medication Abortion Access (EMAA) Project
o Guttmacher Institute
o Physicians for Reproductive Health



How Did We Get Here?

2018
Mississippi aims to ban all abortions in the state after 15 weeks gestation via enactment of HB1510, 
The Gestational Age Act. Mississippi’s only abortion clinic, Jackson’s Women’s Health, sues the state. A 
judge rules in favor of the clinic and the state appeals.

2019
The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals considers the case. SMFM files an amicus brief in support of the 
clinic. The court rules in favor of the clinic based on long-standing precedent set forth in Roe v Wade 
that a state may not restrict abortion prior to viability.

2020
Mississippi petitioned its appeal of the Fifth Circuit decision to the U.S. Supreme Court on the basis 
that SCOTUS should revisit the viability standard and the unscientific claim that fetuses can feel pain in 
early pregnancy. SCOTUS agreed to hear the case.

2021
SMFM convened experts in the fields of fetal development and pain to develop, “SMFM Consult 
Series #59: The Use of Analgesia and Anesthesia for Maternal-Fetal Procedures.” This document 
became the basis of an amicus brief led by SMFM and submitted to SCOTUS, which debunks 
Mississippi’s claim that fetuses can feel pain in early pregnancy.



How Did We Get Here?

2021
The Supreme Court hears the case. SMFM members travel from across the country to Washington DC     
and protest at the court. Later that day, they advocated for abortion access among Members of 
Congress.

2022
SMFM continues to advocate for federal protections for abortion through passage of the Women’s 
Health Protection Act. Individual MFMs speak to media outlets and others who may influence public 
opinion. 

2022
The Supreme Court leaks a draft decision in the case, ruling in favor of Mississippi. SMFM issues a 
public statement encouraging the Supreme Court to protect access to abortion care. 

2022
The Supreme Court overturns Roe v Wade, allowing Mississippi to uphold it’s 15-week abortion ban 
and states to further restrict access to abortion care. SMFM joins maternal health organizations in a 
public statement condemning the decision and urging state policy makers to protect access to care.



Looking to the Future

• There is still much uncertainty 

• SMFM’s support for reproductive rights and freedom is unwavering

• MFMs Speaking Out in the Media SMFM.org/press

• Future of Roe Workgroup resources available at SMFM.org/repro

• Increased Advocacy at the State Level

• Clinical Guidance Review Underway

• Enhanced Educational Offerings at SMFM’s 2023 Annual Meeting and in Online Formats

• Questions? Email RHProject@smfm.org
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