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Purpose

“Changing the 
narrative…”

• We want to do more than 
just add new footnotes 
onto the tour experience

• Inviting participants to be a 
part of constructing a 
living, breathing history and 
fuller story



Critical Pedagogy in 
Social Studies 

Instruction
“The place to teach students to ask questions about 
truth and evidence in our digital age is the history 
and social studies classroom, and we should not 
delay.” (Wineburg  & Martin, 2004)



Inquiry-Driven, Skills-Based

A shift away from rote 
memorization

Using content to teach 
skills, skills to teach 
content

Universal skills Discipline-Specific Skills



Virginia Studies SOL Alignment

• VS.1 – The student will demonstrate 
skills for historical thinking, 
geographical analysis, economic 
decision making, and responsible 
citizenship by 

• a) analyzing and interpreting 
artifacts and primary and 
secondary sources to understand 
events in Virginia History

• d) recognizing points of view and 
historical perspectives

• e) comparing and contrasting
ideas and cultural perspectives in 
Virginia History

• g) explaining connections across 
time and place



Beginning 
the 
Learning 
Experience



Driving Questions

• Cookhouse
• What are primary and secondary 

sources?

• Back Garden
• What predictions can you make 

about the inside of the mansion?

• Ladies’ Parlor
• Whose space is this?

• Foyer/Pocahontas Portraits
• Are both portraits of the same 

person?

• Walter Bradby Portrait
• Why is this so big?

• Dining Room and Service Hallway
• How much space do you need?

• Governor’s Office
• Who matters?





Caveats

• Physical Space

• Subject-Matter Expertise
• Artifact Box Procurement 

Document
• Content Knowledge
• Descendants Committee

• Docents vs. Tour Instructors
• Updated Training Guide and 

Requisite Training

• Length of Experience
• Recommendation for a longer 

tour to  solidify the value of the 
learning experiences



Prioritizing Antiracism 

• African Heritage and Culture
• Black history doesn’t begin in 

colonial or American slavery

• Afro-Centrism
• Agency
• Re-centering the narrative focus 

(Beginning the tour the garden, etc.)

• Resistance
• Joy as an act of resistance!

• Critical Lens – Decolonizing the 
Experience
• “Are students encouraged to examine 

materials, events, and institutions 
critically, attending to power, position, 
and bias?”

• “Will students understand human 
systems as the product of choices that 
can be made better?”

• “Will students construct their own 
knowledge about enduring concepts?” 
(Fairfax County Public Schools Design 
Principles of Cultural Responsiveness)



Questions and Discussion


