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Technology Group Of The Year: Orrick 

By Kurt Orzeck 

Law360, Los Angeles (January 22, 2015, 12:24 PM ET) --  

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP advised on some of the hottest technology deals last year — including 
client Nest Labs Inc.'s landmark $3.2 billion sale to Google Inc. — and scored a surprise 
appellate reversal for client Oracle Corp. in a massive $8 billion software copyright dispute, 
placing the firm among Law360's Technology Groups Of The Year. 
 
The Nest sale, which closed in March, invigorated its founders' efforts to revolutionize and 

modernize urban household products and marked the second-biggest deal in the history of Google. 
 
Two months later, the Federal Circuit overturned a ruling that thousands of lines of Oracle software that 
Google had allegedly copied into its Android operating system had no copyright protection, in what 
Orrick global Chairman and CEO Mitch Zuklie calls “the World Series of intellectual-property cases.” 
 
“The two biggest technology companies in terms of market value are battling in a case that has vast 
implications as to not only the money involved but with respect to what constitutes copyrightable 
software,” he told Law360 in a phone interview. “It's the most important case we're working on.” 
 
Zuklie says Orrick's technology practice, which consists of 250 attorneys and is active in its 25 offices 
worldwide, accounts for one-third of the firm's focus. Orrick's works with about 1,500 tech companies, 
helping young entrepreneurs raise tens of billions of dollars annually and representing major companies 
in cybersecurity matters and high-stakes court battles over technology after they have brought it to 
market. 
 
In 2014, Orrick completed more than 220 financings, raising $2.75 billion for tech industry startups, 
including question-and-answer website Quora.com and payment-processing company Stripe Inc. In May, 
Orrick client Pinterest Inc. closed a $200 million financing. The firm also advised Coatue Management 
LLC on five technology investments exceeding $277.5 million in fundraising over the course of the year. 
 
Zuklie says the Orrick technology practice's ability to innovate is exemplified by its advising of Upstart 
Network Inc. in the development and March implementation of a trust structure that hadn't previously 
been used in the peer-to-peer lending area arena. The program gives protection to backers by inserting 
a Delaware statutory trust between them and Upstart. 
 
“That deal was a cross between debt, equity and securitization, and required an intense knowledge of all 
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those disciplines,” the chairman and CEO says. “It's a great example of our firm's breadth.” 
 
Beyond raising capital and facilitating innovation for tech companies, Orrick's transactions team also 
advised IT consulting group Pactera Technology International Ltd. in its $625 million acquisition by a 
consortium led by Blackstone Group LP. That deal closed in March. 
 
John V. Bautista, an Orrick partner who heads up the firm's technology group, said its representation 
of Microsoft Inc. in the company's $1.5 billion buy of Nokia Corp.'s assets and operations in China 
required a coordinated team of attorneys working in China to win approval from that country's 
authorities. 
 
“[That deal] required expertise on the ground,” he told Law360 in a phone interview. “We had to work 
with antitrust authorities in Hong Kong, the U.S. and Beijing,” where Orrick has an office. 
 
On the litigation side, Orrick notched another major Federal Circuit victory when the court revived Apple 
Inc.'s smartphone battle with Motorola Mobility Inc., finding a lower federal court wrongly tossed both 
companies' damages experts. The decision led to Orrick's technology team saving one of Apple's most 
important patents and preserving its damages claim. 
 
Over the last year, Orrick filed numerous actions of first impression on behalf of Microsoft in an effort to 
stop the spread of botnets, or networks of malware that carry out online advertising and financial fraud. 
Zuklie says no other firm has dealt with the threat thus far. 
 
Meanwhile, the Orrick team secured a series of favorable decisions for Dish Network Co., as it prevailed 
on three preliminary injunction motions and two appeals in an ad-skipping DVR service dispute that 
could be the most important copyright case in decades. The Ninth Circuit in July affirmed the denial of a 
second injunction motion byFox Broadcasting Co. 
 
Just as the Dish dispute is still ongoing, so are a slew of other high-profile matters that Orrick worked on 
in 2014. In a case with global implications, the firm is representing Microsoft in its fight with federal 
prosecutors who demanded the content of a user's email account that was stored in a data center in 
Ireland. 
 
Tony Kim, who is co-chairman of Orrick's cybersecurity and data privacy practice, says the litigation “will 
go a long way in defining how American businesses conduct their operations and are able to serve 
business partners and customers overseas.” 
 
The firm is also representing eBay Inc. and Sony Corp. as they deal with privacy claims, data-breach 
disputes and other fallout from highly publicized hacks last year. 
 
Due to the increased attention on breaches, Zuklie expects Orrick to expand its data privacy and security 
team. He also noted that, in 2014, the firm opened an affiliate office in Abidjan and hired 
former Goodwin Procter LLP partner Christopher Austin to deepen the firm's IPO practice, which 
currently has six tech company IPOs in its U.S. pipeline. 
 
--Additional reporting by Benjamin Horney and Ryan Davis. Editing by Rebecca Flanagan. 
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