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Orrick Snags IP Partner From Covington For Silicon Valley 

By Michael Lipkin 

Law360, San Diego (February 10, 2015, 4:04 PM ET) -- Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP bolstered its 
intellectual property litigation team on Monday, making a formerCovington & Burling LLP attorney a 
partner in its Silicon Valley office. 
 
Amy K. Van Zant, formerly of counsel at Covington and partner at Heller Ehrman LLP, has 
represented Texas Instruments Inc. and Stanford University in patent infringement litigation, Qualcomm 
Inc. in a trade secret dispute and e-procurement company Ariba Inc. in an ongoing trade secret 
misappropriation suit against rival Coupa Software Inc. Van Zant will continue to represent Ariba at 
Orrick, she said. 
 
Van Zant, who grew up in Silicon Valley, told Law360 that she was drawn to Orrick in part because of its 
founding more than a century ago in San Francisco. 
 
“I always had been attracted to working at what I view as a California-based firm,” Van Zant said. “Orrick 
is known for having an incredible IP litigation practice, and lots of people with first chair experience.” 
 
She added that there are synergies between Orrick’s emerging companies practice and her work with 
pre-public companies. 
 
Van Zant joins a sizable group of former Heller Ehrman lawyers who after the firm’s dissolution moved 
to Orrick. 
 
Orrick’s Silicon Valley managing partner Denise M. Mingrone on Monday touted the firm’s “powerful 
team of women” in its IP practice, something Van Zant said was a significant factor in her decision. 
 
“You’d be hard pressed to have a firm as evenly balanced in the partnership range. It’s not lost upon 
me,” she said. “There’s also a tremendous amount of women in management, which is rare.” 
 
Van Zant started her career at Heller Ehrman, where she first represented Ariba. In 2008, she helped the 
company win a $6.6 million judgment over Emptoris Inc.’s infringement of two electronic auction 
patents, later affirmed by the Federal Circuit. 
 
Ariba sued Coupa in Santa Clara Superior Court in May 2014, claiming that after it sued Coupa for patent 
infringement in California federal court in 2012, it learned through discovery that Coupa possessed a 
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number of confidential and proprietary Ariba documents. Ariba claimed that the materials were brought 
to Coupa by at least two former Ariba employees, and were shared with other Coupa employees. 
 
--Additional reporting by Beth Winegarner. Editing by Stephen Berg. 
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