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Orrick Adds 2 Ex-DLA Piper Attys To White Collar Team 

By Kurt Orzeck 

Law360, Los Angeles (January 23, 2015, 9:16 PM ET) -- Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP has added a 
reputed criminal defense lawyer and a cybersecurity expert who served together at DLA Piper as 
partners in its white collar and corporate investigations group in Seattle, Orrick told Law360 on Friday. 
 
John W. Wolfe and Aravind Swaminathan worked together over the last 18 months at DLA Piper 
focusing on white collar and cybersecurity cases, and also handled securities work, health care matters 
and environmental criminal defense, they told Law360 in an exclusive interview on Friday. Wolfe and 
Swaminathan, who started at Orrick on Thursday and Friday, respectively, said they do most of their 
work as a unit. 

    

               John Wolfe                            Aravind Swaminathan 

“John and I are a package deal — you get one, you get both,” Swaminathan said. 
 
Wolfe has more than 30 years of experience defending clients in white-collar criminal cases, according 
to his new firm. He has also handled litigation over some of the biggest industrial and environmental 
accidents in the Pacific Northwest. 
 
His teammate Swaminathan served as an assistant U.S. attorney from 2008 to 2013. He has handled 
high-profile data and national security cybersecurity breaches throughout the U.S. 
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“We have a wide-spectrum practice that has traditionally focused on white collar and government 
investigations, and we are carving out a niche in the cybersecurity space as well,” Wolfe added. 

That should prove a good fit for Orrick, which is currently representing eBay Inc. and Sony Corp. as they 
deal with privacy claims, data-breach disputes and other fallout from highly publicized hacks last year. 
 
Wolfe said he has long-standing professional and personal relationships with Orrick lawyers in Seattle 
and other cities, and is excited to join the firm’s “first-tier” government investigation and white collar 
defense team. 
 
Swaminathan added that Orrick “has demonstrated not only the ability to sophisticatedly manage 
complex litigation and white collar matters, but has shown an ability to be creative and use the law to 
serve its clients in the best possible way by thinking outside of the box.” 
 
Walter F. Brown Jr., who is managing director of Orrick’s Business Units and leader of its white collar 
practice group, said in a Friday statement that the firm is delighted to have the new partners. 
 
“[Wolfe and Swaminathan] bring a trial and investigative skill set of the highest quality,” Brown said. 
 
“We are excited to augment our deep bench with talent of their caliber,” said Rob McKenna, who is co-
head of Orrick’s public policy group. 
 
Wolfe, who is co-chair of the Federal Appointments Committee for the Federal Bar Association, ran his 
own boutique firm Wolfe Wrenn & Zariski before joining DLA Piper in February 2011. 
 
He has participated in more than 100 jury trials and has represented emerging and traditional business 
entities operating in the Northwest, along with senior corporate executives working in the financial, 
maritime, petro-chemical and health care industries, according to his DLA Piper biography. 
 
Wolfe acquired an undergraduate degree in political economy from Western Washington University in 
1974, after which he earned his law degree from the Seattle University School of Law in 1977. 
 
Swaminathan, while working as an assistant U.S. attorney in the Western District of Washington, served 
in the complex crimes unit and as a specially designated computer hacking and intellectual property 
section attorney, according to Orrick. He uses his private practice to counsel clients on privacy issues 
and data breach preparedness and response efforts. 
 
Swaminathan earned an undergraduate degree in biology and society from Cornell University in 1997, 
then received his law degree from the Boston University School of Law in 2002. 
 
Wolfe said they believe cybersecurity and white collar issues will merge over the next five to seven 
years. 
 
“For businesses that may be victimized by hacking, questions will be raised as to whether they engaged 
in any hack-back activities or whether companies simply didn’t have their guard up high enough to 
prevent the hacking from occurring,” he said. 
 
With the addition of the team of Wolfe and Swaminathan, Orrick has recruited five new attorneys to its 
white collar team over the past half-year. 



 

 

 
The firm added Jonathan E. Lopez, who was a former deputy chief of the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
money laundering and bank integrity unit, in June, followed by William B. Jacobson — a Foreign Corrupt 
Practices Act expert who served as top counsel at Weatherford International Ltd. — the following 
month. Meanwhile, Randy Luskey rejoined Orrick in October after serving as an assistant U.S. attorney. 
 
--Editing by Emily Kokoll.  
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