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When the stakes were high, the 20 law firms featured in this year’s special report 

delivered—winning big in federal and state appeals courts across the country. They won 

landmark U.S. Supreme Court decisions on closely watched cases including those over 

affirmative action, patent infringement and a labor dispute. They also represented some 

of the most well-known companies in the land, among them Bank of America Corp., 

Chevron Corp. and the National Football League. These are their stories.
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With six cases worth $1 billion 

each included on their dock-

et, appellate lawyers at Orrick, 

Herrington & Sutcliffe are at the 

forefront of the some of the biggest 

battles in their field. 

Since 2008, the firm’s appellate 

practice has seen explosive growth, 

going from just one lawyer to 

38 full-time appellate specialists, 

including five first-chair partners.

“We re-think cases from the 

ground up,” said practice head 

Joshua Rosenkranz, who said the 

growth has been “according to 

plan. The main driver has 

been winning a handful of 

really big cases that led cli-

ents to want to hire us more 

and more.”

One of the biggest—and 

most unexpected—wins 

this year was on behalf of 

Microsoft Corp. before the 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

Second Circuit. 

With co-counsel from Covington 

& Burling, an Orrick team led by 

Rosenkranz in July persuaded the 

panel to reverse the lower court 

and bar the U.S.  government from 

unilaterally searching private 

emails stored in foreign countries. 

As Brad Smith, Microsoft’s 

president and chief legal officer 

wrote in a company blog, the 

decision was “a major victory for 

the protection of people’s priva-

cy rights under their own laws 

rather than the reach of foreign 

governments.”

Rosenkranz had another big win 

on behalf of former Countrywide 

Financial Corp. executive Rebecca 

Mairone in May, foiling an attempt 

by the government to hold a bank 

official personally responsible for 

conduct leading up to the 2008 

financial crisis. 

The Second Circuit overturned a 

$1.27 billion penalty against Bank 

of America Corp.; its mortgage loan 

unit Countrywide; and Mairone. 

She personally faced a $1 million 

fine and civil penalty.

Another highlight came when 

Orrick partner Eric Shumsky suc-

cessfully argued for Facebook Inc. 

before the U.S. Court of Appeals 

for the Ninth Circuit in a close-

ly watched case against Power 

Ventures. 

The panel ’s  July  dec is ion 

strengthens legal protections for 

technology companies seeking to 

safeguard their users’ data. 

 —Jenna Greene
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