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Rising Star: Orrick's Darren Teshima 

Law360, New York (August 7, 2017, 4:11 PM EDT) - Orrick 

Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP’s Darren Teshima has racked up 

an impressive array of wins for clients with his work at the 

cutting edge of finance, insurance and technology, helping 

Premera Blue Cross obtain coverage in the wake of one of 

the biggest medical data breaches of all time and resolving a 

gray area in California’s insurance law related to False Claims 

Act suits, earning him a spot among insurance attorneys 

under 40 honored by Law360 as Rising Stars. 

THE BIGGEST AND MOST CHALLENGING CASE OF HIS CAREER: 

Teshima represented medical device maker Braden Partners 

LP in its yearslong coverage dispute with Twin City Fire 

Insurance Co., in which Braden sought coverage for a 

government investigation into alleged FCA and California 

False Claims Act claims. 

 

Twin City said the policy it sold Braden never included a duty 

to defend, only to advance defense costs, and that because 

its duty to indemnify wouldn’t cover claims alleging 

intentional misconduct, the FCA and CFCA claims weren’t 

covered anyway. 

 

Teshima and his colleagues from Orrick prevailed on 

summary judgment, however, with a ruling that an insured 

has a reasonable expectation for the advance of defense 

costs for those types of claims, and that the duty to advance 

defense costs is as broad as the duty to defend, breaking 

new ground in California insurance law and winning Braden 

$5 million in the process. 

 

“That was a significant win for our client, and it was 
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interesting because Bradley was seeking coverage under a directors and officers policy, for allegations it 

violated the False Claims Act,” Teshima said. “In order to prevail on summary judgment, the court had to 

address unsettled legal issues, so we were very proud in the end to have Judge [Jon S.] Tigar recognize 

that insurers have a broad duty to advance defense costs in those types of policies.” 

 

PROUDEST MOMENT AS AN ATTORNEY: 

Teshima loves scoring client wins and putting notches on his belt as much as the next attorney, but he 

says it’s his pro bono work that really brings home how important his job as an attorney can be. 

 

He recently helped a 54-year-old woman who’d spent 34 of those years in prison make parole, after 

eight years representing her. She pled no contest to second-degree murder at the age of 19 in the death 

of her 4-year-old brother, who was killed while living with her and an abusive boyfriend. 

 

Teshima says she took responsibility for the events that landed her in jail but that she’d clearly served 

enough time to repay her debt to society — in an unusual move, the warden of the facility where she 

served most of her time wrote a letter recommending her for parole, the only time he’s ever done so. 

Given that, Teshima says it was a great honor to finally help her gain her freedom and rejoin the outside 

world. 

 

“Once the governor approved parole, that was a really emotional moment for me,” Teshima said. “Over 

those eight years, my team and I became very close with this woman, and intimately acquainted with 

the terrible life circumstances that led to her time in prison. 

 

“When you go into prison labeled a baby killer, it’s difficult to stay out of trouble, so she faced a lot of 

disciplinary issues that made it virtually impossible for her to get parole. Now she’s 54 years old and has 

completely changed, she’s got her GED and associate's degree, she’s been a mentor to countless other 

women in prison. 

 

“I think she’s going to be a very valuable member of society.” 

 

OTHER NOTABLE CASES: 

Teshima has handled a number of other high-profile assignments in the span of his career, from helping 

Credit Suisse face down a $250 million suit over residential mortgage backed securities to working with 

various companies to make sure they’re adequately covered in the event of data breaches and other 

cybercrimes. 

 

He says his work helping Premera Blue Cross fight for coverage after its massive data breach in 2015 

stands out, though, because the stakes in that case were so high and the legal issues so murky. He and 

his team recently helped Premera achieve a “great outcome” in its ongoing coverage dispute when the 

court denied Atlantic Specialty Insurance Co.’s summary judgment motion on the duty to defend, he 

said, but he wasn't able to go into specifics since the order was still under seal. 

 

“What was interesting and exciting about this case was that it was an issue of first impression for 



 

 

Washington state law,” Teshima said. “We had to look at whether data breach claims are covered under 

a general liability policy, and more specifically whether the disclosure of confidential information 

constitutes ‘publication’ of that information, thereby triggering coverage.” 

 

ADVICE TO YOUNG ATTORNEYS: 

“My advice is to get involved in your community, especially through nonprofits” like the Asian Law 

Caucus, where he serves on the board of directors of the Greater Bay Area, Teshima said. “I’ve found 

that experience to be deeply rewarding, and also a great opportunity to meet and work with mentors, 

which is incredibly valuable when you’re just starting off in your career.” 

 

— As told to Ryan Boysen 

 

Law360's Rising Stars are attorneys under 40 whose legal accomplishments belie their age. A team of 

Law360 editors selected the 2017 Rising Stars winners after reviewing more than 1,200 submissions. This 

interview has been edited and condensed. 
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