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How are parties’ obligations in the federal district courts affected by COVID-19? 

California 

C.D. Cal: All jury trials scheduled to begin before June 1, 2020 are continued.  In civil cases, no hearings will go forward 

except for emergency time-sensitive matters, which will proceed telephonically only.  In criminal cases, criminal duty 

matters will go forward in the Edward R. Roybal Federal Building and United States Courthouse in Los Angeles 

only.  Telephonic hearings on other criminal matters may proceed as directed by the assigned judicial officer.  As of March 

29, 2020, the court authorized the use of video conferencing, or telephonic conferencing if video conferencing is not 

reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention hearings, 

initial appearances, and preliminary hearings.  In-person meetings of the grand juries shall remain suspended, and that 

period of suspension is extended through and including June 1, 2020.  All filing deadlines will remain in place unless 

otherwise ordered by the presiding Judge. 

https://www.cacd.uscourts.gov/news/covid-19-notice

E.D. Cal: All jury trials scheduled to begin before June 15, 2020 are continued.  All courtroom proceedings and filing 

deadlines in a case will remain in place unless otherwise ordered by the Judge presiding over that case.  All of the court’s 

civil matters will be decided on the papers, or if the assigned Judge believes a hearing is necessary, the hearing will be by 

telephone or videoconference.  This applies to all matters including motion hearings, case management conferences, 

pretrial conferences, and settlement conferences.  The court will not call in jurors for service in civil or criminal jury trials 

until further notice. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention 

hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

http://www.caed.uscourts.gov/caednew/

http://www.caed.uscourts.gov/caednew/index.cfm/news/covid-19-courthouse-closure-and-court-hearing-information/

N.D. Cal: No jury trial will be conducted before June 1, 2020. Any trial dates currently scheduled during that period will be 

postponed or vacated.  All civil hearings and most criminal hearings will be conducted either by teleconference or 

videoconference until at least June 1, 2020.  This period may be extended by further order. 

Initial appearances and other proceedings before the magistrate judges will continue and will be conducted by telephone 

or by videoconference.  Appearances before the district judges may be waived or postponed, or may be conducted by 

telephone or videoconference.    As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone 

conferencing if videoconference is not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in the CARES Act, including 

detention hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings. 
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All grand jury proceedings are suspended until June 1, 2020. 

Effective May 1, 2020, and until June 1, 2020, or a later date set by subsequent order of this court, only persons having 

official court business authorized by General Order No. 72, or by a presiding judge of this court, may enter any Northern 

District of California courthouse property  

https://cand.uscourts.gov/notices/information-regarding-covid-19/

S.D. Cal:  Beginning on May 15, 2020, Judges of this Court, in their discretion, may conduct proceedings except jury trials 

in all civil cases. The extension of deadlines in some civil cases previously approved by the Chief Judge remains in effect, 

and Judges should consider whether conducting proceedings in such cases is feasible and advisable.  Beginning June 1, 

2020, Judges of this Court, in their discretion, may conduct certain in-person proceedings in criminal cases where the 

defendant is out of custody.  Where the defendant in a criminal case is in custody, all these proceedings, except for non-

jury trials, may by conducted by video conferencing or by a combination of in-person proceedings and video conferencing.  

Starting on May 20, 2020, grand jury proceedings may be conducted subject to limitations imposed by the Court in 

consultation with the United States Attorney’s Office. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act.

https://www.casd.uscourts.gov/covid19.aspx

Delaware 

D. Del.: All jury trials scheduled to begin before May 31, 2020 are continued.  All currently scheduled change of please, 

sentencings, and supervised release violations are continued until April 30.  Individual judges retain the discretion to 

schedule and hold hearings and bench trials, but are encouraged to do so by telephone or videoconference where 

practical.  All other non-hearing deadlines remain in effect. 

As of April 1, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is not 

reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention hearings, 

initial appearances, and preliminary hearings.  

No new grand juries will be empaneled prior to May 22, and all grand jury sessions are suspended through May 22, 2020. 

https://www.ded.uscourts.gov/
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District of Columbia 

D.D.C.: All jury trials scheduled to begin before June 11, 2020, and grand jury sessions and empanelments scheduled 

before that date, are postponed and continued pending further order of the court.  All other civil, criminal and bankruptcy 

proceedings scheduled to occur before June 1, 2020, are postponed and will be scheduled for a later date, unless the 

presiding judge in an individual case issues an order after April 2, 2020, directing that a particular proceeding will be held 

by teleconference or videoconference on or before June 1, 2020. 

The criminal duty Magistrate Judge will continue to conduct proceedings, including initial appearances in this Court 

following arrest and detention hearings, as necessary, utilizing videoconference capabilities for detained defendants when 

feasible. 

As of March 29, 2020, the court authorized the use of video conferencing, or telephonic conferencing if video conferencing 

is not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention 

hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings.   

The 30-day time period for filing an indictment is tolled for the time period from March 17, 2020, through June 11, 2020. 

Video or audio access to judicial proceedings in civil, criminal, and miscellaneous matters will be provided to the public 

and the media, with the consent of the presiding judge, when the proceeding is conducted using video and/or audio 

teleconferencing, notwithstanding the general ban on broadcasting of proceedings in federal district court. 

https://www.dcd.uscourts.gov/sites/dcd/files/Court%20Operations%20Standing%20Order%2020-9.pdf

Massachusetts 

D. Mass.:  All jury trials scheduled to begin before May 29, 2020, are continued.  Individual judges may continue to hold 

hearings, conferences, and bench trials in the exercise of their discretion, by telephone or video conferencing where 

practicable.  All regularly scheduled grand jury proceedings are continued to May 29, 2020.  The U.S. Attorney may 

schedule grand jury proceedings for emergency or essential matters. 

Specific information regarding criminal proceedings:  The court will continue to hold criminal proceedings where personal 

liberty and/or public safety issues are immediately implicated.  All other criminal proceedings, subject to certain exceptions 

as set forth below, will be continued for 60 days. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in the CARES Act, including detention hearings, initial 

appearances, and preliminary hearings.   

All existing pretrial deadlines; hearings on criminal motions; proceedings on possible revocation of probation or 

supervised release; proceedings to change a plea; and sentencing hearings are extended 60 days, unless otherwise 

directed by the presiding judicial officer. 
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Access to teleconference and videoconference hearings will be made available to the public via teleconference through 

an automated sign-up tool. 

http://www.mad.uscourts.gov/

New York 

E.D.N.Y.: All jury trials scheduled to begin before June 15, 2020, are continued.  Compliance with all trial-specific 

deadlines in civil and criminal cases scheduled to begin before June 15, 2020, is at the discretion of the assigned judge.  

Jury trials that began prior to March 16, 2020, shall proceed as scheduled. 

Individual judges may continue to hold hearings, conferences, and bench trials in the exercise of their discretion, by 

telephone or video conferencing where practicable, and/or adjourn matters or deadlines, or stay litigation, where in-person 

meetings, interviews, depositions, or travel would be necessary to prepare for any such proceedings. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in the CARES Act, including detention hearings, initial 

appearances, and preliminary hearings.  The time for a Magistrate Judge to conduct a preliminary hearing is extended to 

60 days after the initial appearance. 

https://www.nyed.uscourts.gov/

N.D.N.Y.: All civil and criminal (grand and petit) jury selections and jury trials scheduled to commence now through June 

15, 2020 before any district or magistrate judge in any courthouse in the Northern District of New York are continued 

pending further Order of the Court.  Case-by-case exceptions to the postponements may be ordered at the discretion of 

the Court after consultation with counsel.  

As of April 3, 2020, the court authorized the use of video conferencing, or telephonic conferencing if video conferencing is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention 

hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

https://www.nynd.uscourts.gov/public-emergency

S.D.N.Y.:  All jury trials are suspended until June 1, 2020.  Compliance with all trial-specific deadlines in civil and criminal 

cases scheduled to begin before April 27, 2020, is at the discretion of the presiding judge.  Jury trials that began prior to 

March 16, 2020 shall proceed as scheduled. 

Existing grand juries will continue in operation. 

Civil Case Operations will proceed at the discretion of the individual Judge. In-court appearances will be limited strictly 

to Emergency Matters, and even these should be conducted by teleconference or (if the presence of witnesses is 

required) videoconference if possible.  Criminal Case Operations will proceed at the Daniel Patrick Moynihan (DPM)  
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Courthouse in Foley Square and the Charles L. Brieant (WP) Courthouse in White Plains, limited to the processing of New 

Arrests, Arraignments, Bail Appeals, and Emergency Matters.  As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of 

videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings 

listed in the CARES Act, including detention hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

https://nysd.uscourts.gov/covid-19-coronavirus 

W.D.N.Y.: All civil and criminal jury trials in are continued until June 15, 2020. All grand jury selections are continued until 

June 15, 2020. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention 

hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

https://www.nywd.uscourts.gov/

Oregon 

D. Or.: All jury trials and grand jury proceedings scheduled to begin before June 1, 2020 are continued. 

Unless otherwise ordered by the Presiding Judge, all other civil and criminal matters scheduled for an in-Court 

appearance before June 1, 2020, including any associated deadlines, are continued, unless all parties and the Presiding 

Judge agree to resolve the matters without oral argument, or via telephone or video teleconferencing where practical. 

Case-by-case exceptions to the continuances provided herein may be ordered for non-jury matters by the Presiding 

Judge after consultation with counsel. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002 of the CARES Act. 

https://ord.uscourts.gov/ 

Texas 

E.D. Tex.: All jury trials scheduled to begin before May 31, 2020, are continued. Those continuances do not continue any 

pending deadlines other than the trial dates.  

Grand jury proceedings through May 31, 2020, are continued. All related deadlines are suspended and tolled for all 

purposes, including the statute of limitations through May 31, 2020.  
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Individual judges retain discretion to hold other in-court proceedings; counsel may request that such proceedings be 

conducted via telephone or videoconference, but the Court is not bound by party or counsel policies regarding travel 

restrictions.   

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in the CARES Act, including detention hearings, initial 

appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

http://www.txed.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/goFiles/GO%2020-03%20%20COVID-19_signed.pdf

N.D. Tex.: All bench and jury trials scheduled to begin before May 31, 2020, are continued.  Those continuances do not 

continue any pending deadlines other than the trial dates.  

Grand jury proceedings may resume under conditions directed by the Court.  Grand jury deadlines are suspended and 

tolled for all purposes, including the statute of limitations, from March 13, 2020, through May 1, 2020.  

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in the CARES Act, including detention hearings, initial 

appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

All hearings for the P.A.S.S. Re-entry Court, scheduled between now and May 1, 2020 are cancelled. 

http://www.txnd.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/documents/COVID19.pdf

S.D. Tex.: To the extent they can, courts will minimize the need to require their employees, the lawyers, or the litigants 

from deviating from the shelter-in-place orders.  Those steps will likely include deferring any non-essential in-court 

appearances or having them occur by telephone conference, Skype, or similar technology. 

All jury trials are suspended in the Corpus Christi, Laredo, McAllen, and Victoria divisions through May 31, 2020; 

Brownsville division through June 1, 2020; Houston and Galveston Divisions through July 6, 2020.  Other Deadlines and 

settings remain in place pending further order by each judge in specific cases or by standing order.   

The bankruptcy judges have agreed to conduct most hearings by telephone or video conference, rather than bring 

attorneys or their clients into the courthouses. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention 

hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

https://www.txs.uscourts.gov/
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W.D. Tex.: All civil and criminal bench and jury trials scheduled to begin on any date before June 30, 2020, are continued, 

to a date to be reset by each Presiding Judge.  Those continuances do not continue any pending deadlines other than the 

trial dates.  

All grand jury proceedings through June 30, 2020 are continued.  All deadlines are suspended and tolled for all purposes, 

including the statute of limitations, through June 30, 2020.  The U.S. Attorney may schedule grand jury for emergency or 

essential matters. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention 

hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

https://www.txwd.uscourts.gov/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance/

Washington 

E.D. Wash.: All hearings in civil and criminal cases scheduled for in-court appearance through May 15, 2020 are vacated.  

All associated case management deadlines related to those affected hearings are suspended.  Grand jury sessions 

through May 31, 2020 are vacated, and Magistrate Judge hearings and functions will be evaluated on a case-by-case 

basis. 

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention 

hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings. 

https://www.waed.uscourts.gov/

W.D. Wash.: All civil and criminal hearings and trial dates scheduled to occur before July 1, 2020, are continued.  The 

Court may proceed with video/telephonic conferences as appropriate and at the discretion of individual judges.  

Scheduling orders in cases may need to be amended as appropriate on a case-by-case basis  

All grand jury proceedings scheduled before July 1, 2020, are continued.  

As of March 30, 2020, the court authorized the use of videoconferencing, or telephone conferencing if videoconference is 

not reasonably available, for criminal proceedings listed in Section 15002(b) of the CARES Act, including detention 

hearings, initial appearances, and preliminary hearings.  Individual judges may continue to conduct emergency matters in 

the Seattle and Tacoma Courthouses if necessary.  

https://www.nywd.uscourts.gov/


