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Billy Bush Taps Orrick Partner For NBC Trump Tape Fight 

By Suevon Lee 

Law360, Los Angeles (October 14, 2016, 8:43 PM EDT) -- A Los Angeles litigator from Orrick Herrington & 
Sutcliffe LLP confirmed Friday he is representing embattled "Today" show host Billy Bush as he 
negotiates his exit from NBC in the aftermath of his suspension over lewd recorded dialogue with 
Donald Trump that was leaked last week. 

Marshall Grossman, a partner at Orrick who has 
represented the likes of director Steven Spielberg, 
sportscaster Erin Andrews, author J.K. Rowling and 
television host Larry King, has been retained by the TV 
personality to work out his separation agreement with 
NBC in the wake of the leaked 2005 tape, in which the 
then-"Access Hollywood" host is heard actively engaging 
the now-Republican presidential nominee as he spews 
crude and predatory remarks about women and his 
sexual advances toward them. 
 
In a phone interview Friday, Grossman said the 
relationship between the network and Bush at the 
present moment is "challenging." He did not rule out 
pursuing claims against NBC should talks fail. 
 
"We are working with him as his counsel to discuss the 
resolution of whatever issues exist between him and 
NBC, and if necessary, to initiate litigation in order to protect his legal rights," Grossman told Law360. 
 
The lawyer elaborated that any possible claims against the network would be "diverse in nature, including 
most obviously the suspension of [Bush's] performance under the terms of his contract to do the 'Today' 
show." 
 
Bush was suspended from the network several days after the videotape of him laughing with Trump and 
escorting him to the "Access Hollywood" lot emerged last Friday. 
 
The tape has added turmoil to Trump's candidacy after it persuaded many prominent GOP members to 
distance themselves from him and caused women to reveal that Trump made unwanted sexual advances 
toward them. 

 
The relationship between NBC and Billy Bush, 

shown above at a 2007 event, at the present 

moment is "challenging," his lawyer said 

Friday. (AP) 
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Bush, who said in a statement shortly after the video's release that he was "embarrassed and ashamed" 
about his participation in the dialogue, assumed his role as a "Today" host only this summer, a coveted gig 
that pays about $3 million a year, according to media reports. Some outlets have reported that Bush told 
NBC colleagues about his 2005 taped conversation with Trump as early as this summer. 
 
Grossman said he could not comment on the veracity of that claim. He added that his client, whom he is 
representing alongside fellow Orrick partner Stacy Harrison and entertainment lawyer Bob Lange 
of Kleinberg Lange Cuddy & Carlo LLP, wants to emphasize he does not tolerate the kind of conduct being 
described on the tape. 
 
"Billy was clearly a minor actor and participant in the dialogue and he has already expressed remorse for 
playing even that bit role," Grossman said. "There's been a national spark that's been ignited here and he 
wants to be best equipped to help remedy a situation that’s all too rampant." 
 
"I believe that both Billy and NBC are making positive efforts to resolve their differences and my goal right 
now is to be optimistic about the outcome or any discussions between the parties,” he added. 
 
Grossman and Harrison, former partners at Bingham McCutchen LLP after their prior firm Alschuler 
Grossman Stein & Kahan LLP merged with Bingham in 2007, both joined Orrick in 2014. Combined, they 
have won cases for high-profile media companies such as Grupo Televisa SAB and Beats Electronics LLC, 
the makers of Beats by Dr. Dre products, as well as the Estée Lauder Cos. Inc. and the University of 
Southern California. 
 
Both have worked in high-stakes litigation, and Grossman's clientele has included a mix of entertainment 
personalities as well as major businesses and sports and tech entities. 
 
In this latest entanglement with NBC, Bush was referred to Grossman via the host's entertainment 
transaction lawyers at Kleinberg Lange, the Orrick partner said. 
 
He said the objectives of his representation of Bush in this matter were two-fold and "parallel." 
 
"One is strictly contractual in nature, and the other is common decency in its goal," he said. "The ideal 
outcome would be to put the dispute between himself and NBC behind them and to take advantage of 
the unintended position that he has found himself in to use that position to improve the dialogue among 
too many people in this country which is well past its time." 
 
--Editing by Katherine Rautenberg. 
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