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INTRODUCTION

PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLES
	Word Time™ boosts children’s vocabulary, thinking, and speaking skills in a way that elicits
joyful participation. The lessons make learning fun and accessible for all children.

Pre-K Children
Need Developmentally Appropriate Instruction
The Pre-K child is at the center of every lesson in Word Time. The multisensory lessons are
appealing to every child. Each lesson takes into consideration the attention span of the
Pre-K child and maximizes instructional time through quick, active, and hands-on lessons.
Learn by Doing
Pre-K children learn from what they are doing. They need opportunities to learn through play
situations, structured or unstructured, and by engaging in teacher-directed activities.
In Word Time, children learn about the relationship among words by acting out and describing
the words. The program provides you with the opportunity to participate with children, ask
questions, and point them toward discovery.
Use Their Senses
Pre-K children use their senses to discover the world around them naturally. In Word Time, a
multisensory approach allows children to see, hear, touch, and feel the meaning behind a word.
Need Quality Exposure to Vocabulary
Pre-K children need opportunities to engage in conversation, learn rich vocabulary words,
and hear language modeled appropriately. Children should be able to understand and
make connections with the words. Word Time contains words specifically selected to boost
vocabulary, conceptual understanding, and oral language skills.
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Pre-K Teachers
Use Strong Teacher Modeling
Pre-K teachers know that modeling is key to effective instruction. You are aware that children will
observe and imitate your words, phrases, intonation, and even your body language. Each lesson
in Word Time will allow you to physically demonstrate speaking, reading, and writing in the
classroom.
Teach Step by Step
Pre-K teachers teach every skill step by step. You guide the children to listen to new words, say
new words, and enjoy learning the relationship among words. Using Word Time, you will help
them make meaningful connections and learn the relationships among things to sort, categorize,
compare, order, and describe.
Provide Rich Content
Pre-K teachers provide a vast array of content to children who are innately curious. You broaden
children’s experiences in many areas. You engage them in different topics. Word Time lessons
expose children to a range of subjects: science, math, social studies, geography, art, music, oral
language, and literacy. These lessons will help you expand their worlds, sparking their curiosity
and creativity with new vocabulary and concepts.
Apply Structure and Flexibility
Pre-K teachers use both structure and flexibility to plan for their students. Structure allows you to
stay organized and accomplished. Flexibility allows you to focus on the part(s) of the lesson that
children need most or to move a block of lessons to another time of year if it fits your teaching
plans better. The lessons and blocks in Word Time allow you to apply structure and flexibility.
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WORD TIME
Word Time includes word cards, a parrot puppet named Squawker, and an Activity Booklet
which includes a lesson planner for the word cards.

Word Cards

The Word Cards boost vocabulary, conceptual understanding, and oral language skills.
Color illustrations on each card add a visual representation of each word to promote
comprehension. Children learn the words and their meanings, practice using them in
sentences, and using them in conversation.
The Word Cards were designed to be easy to read. An important skill for reading success is
the ability to identify letters in words. The Word Cards use letters that are easy to see from a
distance and can be used to promote left-to-right visual tracking. They are easy to display on
your classroom wall or table.
The Word Cards help you stay organized. They are numbered by lesson and labeled by
theme, so they are easy to find and file. Word Cards for each lesson always use the same
part of speech: Monday (verbs), Wednesday (adjectives), Friday (nouns).

march

kick
Theme
My Body

7M

Theme: My Body

We march.

Lesson Number
7M
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SQUAWKER, THE PARROT PUPPET
Squawker is a friendly parrot puppet who engages children in saying words and sentences.
He elicits conversation to help children gain meaningful context for their words. We recommend
using Squawker to introduce and help teach lessons. Below are some examples.

Opening

At the beginning of every lesson, engage children by asking them to look for Squawker. You
can place Squawker under a chair, behind a table, or beside a bookcase. You ask, Where is
Squawker? Children answer the questions in a complete sentence, Squawker is on the
chair. Start by having Squawker land on, behind, beside, under, or in front of a chair. Later, have
Squawker land in new places.

Teaching Words

Squawker can start a lesson by asking, What are today’s words? You or a student helper
can show each word to the class. Then you say the word, point to, and say the letters in each
word, and then repeat the word to the class. Squawker and the class repeat the words and
each letter in the words.

Encouraging Conversation

Use Squawker to ask questions to encourage children to talk about their personal experiences
with the words. He can prompt them to speak, especially as they become comfortable with
him. Squawker will become the children’s audience, a friend who waits to hear their thoughts.
Squawker can also be used at other times throughout the day to encourage conversation, such
as during circle time.
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THEMES
Word Time consists of 36 weeks of lessons. The lessons are organized in six-week blocks.
Each block has a theme. The themes are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Get Set for School
My Body
Community & Play
Earth
Machines
Animals

Lesson Planner

The Lesson Planner is a record of the words and sentences. There are 216 words used over 36
weeks. The lesson planner will tell you the words and the sentences suggested to use along with
the words. Use real props, pictures, and experiences to support the sentences and bring the
words to life for children.

Props

Props bring your lessons to life. They give meaning to the words and enable every child to
understand and participate in the lessons. We suggest using items you already have or can
easily get, and there is lots of room for creativity!
If the words are empty and full, use a basket or bin from the classroom. Model filling it with
toys, so it is full, then dumping them out so it is empty. Ask for volunteers to do the same,
while the class names if the basket is empty or full. If the words are sun and star, show students
pictures of the sun and the stars. Discuss how the sun is a star. If the words are scoop and dump,
have students take turns filling and dumping sand from a container.
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Enhancing Lessons with Multisensory Activities

Pre-K children use their senses to discover the world around them naturally. A multisensory
approach allows children to see, hear, touch, and feel the meaning behind a word.
Incorporating props or actions into Word Time lessons can help students gain a deeper
understanding of a word and to foster each child’s natural curiosity.

Word Helper

Use a word helper to assist you with finding Squawker’s location at the beginning of the lesson,
displaying the word cards and demonstrating the word meanings. Children love to rotate
through this special job.

WORD TIME LESSONS
Opening

At the beginning of the lessons, have children look for Squawker. Place him in different positions.
Ask children Where is Squawker? Have them answer the questions in complete sentences,
Squawker is under the chair. Start by having Squawker land on, behind, beside, under, or in
front of a chair.

Closing

Sing Letters, Words, and Sentences together (to the tune of "Hickory, Dickory, Dock").
Lyrics: Letters together make words. We learn new words each day. We put the words together
and have a new sentence to say.
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