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Yesterday,	the	United	States	and	the	European	Union	announced	a	reciprocity	agreement	that	will
allow	access	to	both	markets	for	products	certified	organic	in	either	market.	Beginning	June	1,	2012,
organic	products	that	meet	the	terms	of	the	arrangement	and	are	certified	USDA	organic	or	EU
organic	may	be	sold	and	labeled	as	organic	in	both	countries.

The	arrangement	applies	to	products	that	have	either	been	produced	within	the	United	States	or	the
European	Union,	or	whose	final	processing	or	packaging	occurs	in	the	United	States	or	European
Union.	Fish	and	shellfish	are	not	within	the	scope	of	the	arrangement.	The	two	countries	will	retain
differences	in	the	status	of	products	treated	with	antibiotics.	Organic	crops	of	the	United	States
(products	either	produced	in	the	United	States	or	where	final	processing	or	packing	occurs	in	the
United	States)	that	are	treated	with	antibiotics	must	not	be	shipped	to	the	European	Union,	and
agricultural	products	of	the	European	Union	(products	either	produced	in	the	European	Union	or
where	final	processing	or	packing	occurs	in	the	European	Union)	that	are	derived	from	animals
treated	with	antibiotics	shall	not	be	marketed	as	organic	in	the	United	States.

We	discussed	progress	on	organic	standard	harmonization	between	the	United	States	and	Canada	in
a	previous	post.

http://usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2012/02/0051.xml&navid=NEWS_RELEASE&navtype=RT&parentnav=LATEST_RELEASES&edeployment_action=retrievecontent
http://www.adlawaccess.com/2012/02/articles/food-and-drug/us-canada-reach-agreement-on-organic-ruminant-stocking-rates/

