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The	year	2012	is	certain	to	reflect	U.S.	consumers’	continued	love	affair	with	sophisticated
smartphones	and	tablets.	One	of	the	driving	forces	in	the	popularity	of	these	devices	is	their	ability
to	run	mobile	apps	using	wireless	location-based	services	(LBS).	Among	other	benefits,	LBS	allow
access	to	real-time	and	historical	location	information	online	–	whether	to	facilitate	a	social
interaction	or	event,	play	games,	house-hunt	or	engage	in	many	other	activities.

However,	with	these	benefits	also	come	privacy	risks.	And	it	is	not	uncommon	for	some	popular	LBS-
enabled	tools	to	lack	clear	disclosure	about	personal	information	collection,	how	that	data	is	used,
and	the	process	for	consumer	consent.

Our	article	posted	recently	on	Mashable,	"5	Privacy	Tips	for	Location-Based	Services,"	discusses
several	privacy	"do's	and	don'ts"	for	designing	mobile	apps.

For	a	more	in-depth	discussion	of	these	issues,	plus	other	privacy	law	trends,	join	us	on	February	16
for	Kelley	Drye’s	seminar	and	teleconference,	“Privacy	in	2012:	What	to	Watch	Regarding	COPPA,
Mobile	Apps,	and	Evolving	Law	Enforcement	and	Public	Policy	Trends.”
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