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U.S. businesses that wish to lower duties on
their imports have been given an opportu-
nity by Congress to do so. The House Ways
and Means Committee’s Subcommittee on
Trade’s Chairman Sander Levin (D-MI)
and Ranking Member Wally Herger
(R-CA) announced yesterday that the Trade
Subcommittee is asking that all Members
of Congress who wish to introduce tariff
reduction or suspension legislation, do so
before Friday, December 14, 2007 if the
members intend for their bills to be included

in omnibus miscellaneous tariff legislation.
IMPLICATIONS

The House Ways and Means Committee
generally has jurisdiction over revenue mea-
sures and the tariff schedule in particular.
The intent of miscellaneous tariff legislation
is “to help U.S. manufacturers compete at
home and abroad by temporarily suspend-
ing or reducing duties on intermediate
products or materials that are not made
domestically, or where there is no domestic
opposition.” Accordingly, U.S. companies
that import intermediate or other noncon-
troversial products can work with Members
of Congress to introduce legislation by
the Trade Subcommittee’s deadline that
will reduce costs and make U.S. products

more competitive in the global marketplace.
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DEADLINE

The Subcommittee has established the
December 14 deadline in part to evalu-
ate and consider these bills and issue a
request for public comment on the bills.
In addition, the Trade Subcommittee will
request a review and analysis of each bill
from the International Trade Commission,
the Department of Commerce, U.S.
and

Customs and Border Protection,

the United States Trade Representative.
CHANGING THE RULES

Each Congress, the House Ways and Means
Committee and Senate Finance Committee
typically report their own omnibus mis-
cellaneous tariff legislation which is then
conferenced and passed by both chambers.
For the first time, Members will be required
to provide a written disclosure statement to
the Ways and Means Committee Chairman
and Ranking Member for any bill that
contains a limited tariff benefit, which
is defined under the Rules of the House
of Representatives as a provision mod-
ifying the Harmonized Tariff Schedule
of the United States in a manner that
benefits ten or fewer entities. The new
House Rules changes require that the
Ways and Means Committee allow public

inspection of the written disclosures iden-
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tifying limited tariff provisions reported
by the Committee, voted on without
Committee consideration but referred
to the Committee, or included in a con-

ference report filed by the Committee.
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND CUSTOMS
PRACTICE

As one of the largest and most highly
regarded international trade and customs
practices in the United States, Kelley Drye
Collier Shannon’s International Trade and
Customs Practice Group assists clients with
a full range of importing and exporting
activities. We are experts in unfair trade
disputes, and in helping companies
overcome barriers to entry in foreign

markets.
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS AND PUBLIC
POLICY PRACTICE GROUP

Kelley Drye Collier Shannon’s Government
Relations and Public Policy Practice Group
helps clients interpret and shape governing
laws, enabling them to achieve and
maintain market leadership. The varied
backgrounds of its government relations
lawyers and lobbyists enable the team to
handle a variety of clients needs, including

representation and strategic planning.
FOR MORE INFORMATION

For additional information, please con-
tact Paul C. Rosenthal, Esq. or Dustin

Painter, Esq. at (202) 342-8400.
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