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A Bound & Lettered Issue Celebrating Decorated Envelopes

Julie Gray, New Mexico.

Jane Shibata, California.

Lisa Kivland, Illinois.

At the international summer conferences held yearly in the United States,
there has long been a display of the
envelopes that participants use to mail
in their check payments. Attendees
often use calligraphy to address their
envelopes in Italic, Uncial, Blackletter,
Copperplate, and other hands, or they
may use their Italic or Spencerian handwriting. Some are simple addresses;
others are more exuberant calligraphic
expressions that might include elaborate illustrations. In the years before
online registration and payment, there
were hundreds of these envelopes on
display – you could not take them all
in at one viewing. Fortunately, the
envelopes were often displayed where
you passed by them each day on the
way to class or meals. Now, with online
registration required and the ease
of online payments, the number of
envelopes sent to the conference has
dwindled to a few dozen.
But calligraphers are still out there
creating wonderful works of calligraphy and lettering art on the small
canvas of an envelope. I know that to
be true because John Neal Books is the
lucky recipient of many such envelopes
each year. They come with Christmas
or New Year’s greetings inside, or with
payment for orders and subscriptions.
Visitors to our physical location get
to see and marvel at many of these
envelopes, mounted on boards and
displayed on our walls. To share this
joy with a wider audience, those same
boards have travelled to the summer
conferences for display in the John
Neal conference store.
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Susan Greenseth, Oregon. 6.0mm Pilot Parallel Pen with “Black Swan in Australian Roses” Noodler’s ink.

Jeanne Dittmann, Texas. Ecoline liquid watercolor, using a Luthis Dragonfly folded pen (Seattletters) and a Brause broad-edged nib (address).

Betty Locke, Canada. Speedball C-2 nib with watercolor (Seattletters).
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Lisa Leong-Tsang, Washington. Colored pencil, pigmented marker, embossing, collage.

Kathy Barker, Washington. Pastel dust for background, gouache and colored pencil for lettering.
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Mike Gold, Ohio. ZIG Calligraphy markers, gold and silver metallic markers.

Cheryl Jacobsen, Iowa. Gouache, watercolor pencil, and metallic marker.
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Karyn Jeffrey, Washington. Nikko G nib and brush with gouache and watercolor.

Cheryl Cochran, Ohio. Brush and Parker Quink fountain pen ink for Letter Arts Review, Pentel Sign Pen for address.
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Dianne Smith, Virginia. Brause nib and sumi ink, watercolor, Schmincke gold, Pigma Micron pen.

Wendy Hardy, Canada. 6.0mm Pilot Parallel Pen, Pigma Micron markers, Staedtler watercolor pencils.

Lissa Brand, Florida. Speedball C nib, Pigma Micron pen, Higgins Eternal black ink, Dr. Martin’s Iridescent ink (Copper), Kuretake gold ink.
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