Charli XCX vs. Taylor Swift

The Music Theory
Behind the Beef

Based on Hooktheory’s database of 650+ song analyses.
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® Charli XCX Taylor Swift
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This score measures how consistent (low score) or inconsistent (high
score) their songwriting is, in terms of complexity.

charlixcx: "Il zl! Taylor Swift: 18-51

®

Psst! See last slide for explanations of metrics »



Charli XCX

Taylor Swift

Df;;gn Mixolydian

Lydian /a
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Mixolydian
2.7%

Dorian
Minor 0.6%
13.0%

Songs in Specialty Modes Songs in Specialty Modes

Beg for You Mixolydian chorus Shake it Off Mixolydian whole song
Breaking Up Mixolydian verse gold rush Mixalydian verse
You're the One Mixolydian chorus seven Mixolydian verse
Gold Coins Mixolydian ~ chorus Come in with the Rain Mixolydian  chorus
The Prophecy Mixolydian chorus
Ruin the Friendship Mixolydian verse
Break the Rules  Dorian eharka The Life of a Showgirl  Mixolydian ~ wholesong
Christmas Tree Farm Mixolydian verse. charus, bridge
Girls Night Out Lydian pre-chorus - chorus Cowboy Like Me Dorian bridge
Sympathy is a knife Lydian chorus seven Dorian Ehereis
Vigilante Sh*t Dorian chorus
The Fate of Opehlia Dorian verse, pre-chorus
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Song Key Chord Progression
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Chord Complexity

Chord Complexity tracks when a song goes beyond simple three-
note chords—either by adding extra tones (like 7ths or add9s) or by
borrowing notes from outside the key—creating richer, more
sophisticated harmonies.

Melodic Complexity

Melodic Complexity reflects two factors: the use of notes outside
the key and rhythmic syncopation, together capturing how
intricate or surprising a melody feels.

Chord-Melody Tension

Chord-Melody Tension quantifies how often melody notes fall
outside the current chord, producing dissonance that creates a
sense of instability

Chord Progression Novelty

Chord Progression Novelty measures how uncommon a song'’s
chord changes are compared to others in the Hooktheory
database, highlighting progressions that deviate from typical
patterns.

Chord Bass Melody

Chord-Bass Melody evaluates how smoothly the bass moves
between chords, scoring higher when it travels step-wise,
ascending or descending, instead of jumping directly between root
position chords.
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