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Higher Things – Vacation Bible School

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Introduction
This curriculum is specifically designed to highlight the knowledge and enthusiasm of your church’s youth for 
God’s Word. We believe the talents of your church’s youth can play an important role in engaging an even younger 
generation and teaching them to recognize God’s gifts to us in His Word and Sacraments. We hope this curriculum 
will help both the young and the young at heart to bring the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ to the children of 
your congregation and community. In order that this focus might be made clear throughout the VBS week, we have 
the following objectives:

• teach the children how different Bible stories all point to the Christ, and that all Scripture is built on the 
foundation of Jesus’ suffering and death upon the cross for us.

• help the children understand our sinful condition and actions, which require a Savior if we are not to be 
lost forever.

• proclaim how God sent His Son to be our Savior, to suffer and die in our place that we might receive 
forgiveness of sins, eternal life, and salvation.

• show how this gift changes the lives of all how receive it, that those who believe in Jesus not only are saved 
but are also called into the body of Christ to live with and serve others and even to suffer in the name of 
Jesus in this world.

There are many points to balance in a successful, Christ-centered Vacation Bible School. We hope your congregation 
will give prayerful consideration to each of these aspects as you tailor these resources to fit your church and the 
needs of her smallest members.

The Three W’s of Higher Things: Work, Worship, and FUN!
An important part of Higher Things’ mission and success comes from the separation of work, worship and fun. 
Yet for children in preschool through fifth grade — developmentally — work is play. Setting apart work from play 
(as we do for teenagers) eliminates significant opportunities for learning and fun. For younger children, instead 
of separating work and play, we should attempt for the best balance of the two. The best way to balance VBS 
between “Vacation” and “School” is to keep “Bible” right in the center!

How to Use These Materials
Leaders’ Guides
The instructional materials each area needs are all found in their respective Leader Guide section. A copy of the 
corresponding section should be given to each station’s Leader/Coordinator. Each small group leader should also 
carry a printed copy of the final rotation schedule, and each station should have a schedule posted in the room as 
well. The Director should also provide the appropriate leaders with any additional materials from the VBS file for 
their class area (posters, card games, safety instruction cards, games, etc.).

Posters
Posters have been designed for printing on 11" x 17" (tabloid) paper. Feel free to have these images enlarged or 
even make your own versions.

Music
Music suggestions for learning from one to five hymns throughout the week are provided. Material to teach these 
hymns includes printable sheets with music, lyrics only, and and Powerpoint and PDFs suitable for printing or 
projecting, which can be incorporated into a printed handout or PowerPoint presentation.
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MP3 audio accompaniment files have also been included with this curriculum package. The files include the simple 
melodies as well as renditions using one or more stanzas as suggested by the Music Leader’s guides and the 
number of hymns being learned throughout the week. These MP3 files can be played using any standard iPod or 
digital music player, computer, or even burned to a CD to be used by staff and students.

Images
Print-ready images of the Te Deum VBS logo and each of the daily Bible themes are included as JPG and PDF 
files with the VBS curriculum. Feel free to use them for additional coloring pages, decorations, banner-making, 
promotional materials, etc.

Pastor and Teacher Overview
This section is an overview of the Te Deum VBS themes from the Bible and Catechism for each day. Read these 
pages to get an idea of how the themes fit together and what lessons the material is attempting to convey for all 
the participants. 

Goal
The Higher Things Vacation Bible School materials have two primary goals: The first is to tie in to the year’s Higher 
Things Conference Theme. This year, that is “Te Deum” which comes from “Te Deum Laudamus,” the ancient 
Matins hymn which sings of the persons and work of the Holy Trinity. “Te Deum Laudamus” means “We praise You, 
O God.” The title is taken from those Latin words in which the hymn first appeared.

The second goal is to incorporate one of the Chief Parts of the Catechism. The “Te Deum” VBS covers the Apostles’ 
Creed. This year’s material will teach the Lord’s Prayer, its Introduction, seven petitions, and Conclusion. The Bible 
stories were selected to teach and reinforce what is being learned in the Catechism for the week. 

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Theme: God’s Name 
Bible:   The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism: Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition1day

“Yahweh” is God’s name. It means “I AM.” God is not an impersonal “supreme being.” He has a name. The Persons 
of the Holy Trinity reveal themselves in order for us to recognize our Creator, see our redemption in Christ, and be 
sanctified (made holy) by the Holy Spirit. The story of the burning bush teaches us that God reveals Himself to us 
as He did to Moses, by telling us His Name, “I AM.” In the Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer, we then learn that God 
is our heavenly Father who gives us His Name and keeps that Name holy among us by His Word. He teaches us 
to honor, respect, and worship Him because of His name. Here is no impersonal, far-away God, but the Lord who 
is near to us to provide for us, save us, forgive us, and give us everlasting life. 

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism: Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions2day

Day 2 is centered on the Lord’s Kingdom and Will. In the Kingdom of God, God’s will is done. The Lord does what 
He does not arbitrarily, but to bring about our salvation through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. Abraham 
learned to obey Yahweh’s will even if it mean sacrificing his beloved son, Isaac. Of course, God did not make 
Abraham go through with that but rather provided him a ram to sacrifice instead, pointing to the sacrifice of His 
Son, Jesus, on the cross for the sins of the whole world. This teaches us that when it comes to God’s kingdom 
and will, it is the Lord who works everything out and takes care of everything. God’s kingdom comes to us by His 
Holy Spirit, through Baptism, absolution, the Gospel and the Supper. His will is done when He protects us from our 
enemies and does what we cannot: save us from our sins 

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible:  Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition3day

The theme of daily bread is one in which we learn to give thanks to our heavenly Father for all that He gives us. The 
Feeding of the 5,000 teaches us that God provides for His people what they need for their bodies, but even more 
necessary, what we need for forgiveness, life, and salvation.  The Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer teaches us 
that God gives daily bread to everyone, both His own people and those who are evil. So we learn to recognize that 
everything God gives us is our daily bread and we are taught to give thanks for it. 

Theme: The Forgiveness of Sins
Bible:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism: Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition4day

The story of Jesus praying in Gethsemane has a twofold purpose in the context of the VBS lessons. First, it is a 
good review, on Day 4, of why and how we pray, and ask God’s will to be done. It is also a reminder that by obeying 
the Father’s will, Jesus is bringing about the forgiveness of sins for us. He obeys the Father, suffers, dies, and rises, 
and we have forgiveness and new life. Because we have this forgiveness, we are also reminded that we forgive 
others, as the Fifth Petition teaches us 
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Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion5day

The Sixth and Seventh Petitions ask for our being kept from temptation and delivered from all evil. The Bible story 
conveys that Jesus defeats temptation for us and so delivers us from the Evil One by His Word. Students are 
reminded of the importance of knowing God’s Word as the thing that defeats Satan, even when he tries to use 
it against us. But more than simply fighting the devil ourselves, God’s answer to these petitions is Jesus, who 
overcomes the devil for us, and pays the price of our sins, rescuing us now and forever from those enemies that try 
to destroy us. Day 5 also covers the Conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, teaching what the word “Amen” means and 
reminding us that we pray because of God’s promise to hear us.

Grouping Partipants
Our Vacation Bible School resources are designed to teach Bible stories and Lutheran doctrine to children from 
many different environments. While some children may attend a Lutheran Day School, others may only attend 
services on Sunday. And while many children may attend services on Sunday, some children can only come to 
church during VBS week when they visit Grandma and Grandpa. Some children may be able to attend VBS all 
week, some children only for one day. It is our vocation – as VBS leaders – to reach out to each of them.

Each child is a unique creation given to us by God. As such, each child learns differently. We have created our 
resources to reflect the multitude of ways children learn: physical play, creating art, drama, discussion, Scripture 
reading, repetition, and song. With a little creativity on the part of the volunteers, these materials will be flexible 
enough to reach every kind of learner and lead each of them to the foot of the cross while still maintaining respect 
and reverence for our Father’s house.

We recommend that each small group follow a 6:1 ratio, with one adult or high school teenager as a leader, and 
six children. Groups be formed in one of two ways:

Traditional
Most often, VBS class groupings are age- or grade-based. Such groupings make the day easier on the leaders 
of each small group, but the various session leaders will have to adapt their teaching for a particular age group.

Family Style
Many churches have also had a lot of success forming small groups with a variety of ages. i.e., a child from 
each grade. Intentionally diversifying the ages within a small group helps to foster mentoring relationships 
between the older and younger participants.

Two to four small groups of 6 children and their guide may move together as a “class” around the rotation, but 
each church’s VBS enrollment and classroom sizes will determine how many small groups can move through the 
rotations together. 

Preschool Materials
We are pleased this year to offer material specific to Preschool-aged children. While the regular VBS material can 
certainly be adapted to the needs of younger children, we felt that some specific activities and guidance would 
be helpful to directors and teachers who will be leading preschool age children. The material included for the 
Preschool lessons is all grouped together and includes a simplified action-word retelling of the day’s Bible story, 
and some options for games and crafts suitable for Preschoolers. This material is all found in the Preschool section 
of this manual and the Preschool folder of the VBS package.
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Adult Bible Studies
The Te Deum VBS also includes pre-written Adult Bible Studies for each day. These Bible Studies (with Leader’s 
Guide and Participant Handout) allow older youth and adults to learn the Bible stories the children are hearing, as 
well as engage the parts of the Catechism they are learning. These studies will also help pastors and leaders see 
how the themes of each day are taken up by the Bible and Catechism material the the VBS program and how 
the material is connected. Suggested uses for these Bible Studies include an Adult Study during VBS while the 
children are completing their sessions, Sunday or Weekday Bible Classes in which these themes can be shared 
with members of the congregation, and/or Bible Study with the youth group and Volunteers in preparation for their 
assisting with the VBS program.

Volunteers
Following is a basic list of volunteers needed to run a successful VBS week. Many of the rooms may require more 
helping hands, depending on the number of participants enrolled (snacks, games, and crafts in particular). Detailed 
information for each Leader is found in these materials as well as in separate files withing the corresponding folder 
of the VBS material. Detailed job descriptions are provided for each of the volunteer positions below:

• Opening/Closing Leader
• Music Leader
• Bible Breakaway Leader
• Catechism Study Leader
• Actors*
• Crafts Coordinator
• Games Leader*
• Snacks Coordinator
• Small Group Guides* (one per 6 children)

Any position marked with an * is well-suited to an experienced Higher Things conference youth. 
 
Opening/Closing Leader

This person will, in most cases, be the pastor of the congregation. He will lead the children though the Opening 
and Closing devotions, set the tone for the day, and introduce/wrap-up the main teaching points of each day.

Music Leader
Teaches the week’s hymns to the children. It would be helpful if this person could play the organ or piano, 
or at least be assisted by someone who can. We have provided music MP3 files (melody line and organ 
accompaniment of the entire hymn) for your convenience as well.

Bible Breakaway Leader
This person will organize the Bible Breakaways, may serve as an actor, and lead the discussion that follows. 

Catechism Study Leader
Leads the Catechism sessions teaching about Baptism; organizes the posters, props, and catechism activities 
each day. We recommend that your congregation’s pastor lead these sessions.

Actors*
The supporting characters in the optional Weaker Brother, Bible Breakaway, and Catechism illustrations.

Crafts
Gather and organize craft materials, set up the craft room, help the children to assemble their crafts and review 
the “What does this mean?” information for each day’s lesson.

Snacks Coordinator
Prepare snacks and organize their distribution through the small group leaders, and review the “What does this 
mean?” information with the students each day.
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Games Leader*
Prepare and lead the children in games and through the “What does this mean?” discussion after the games.

Small Group Guides*
Each small group of children will need a guide to lead them from one activity to another, to help maintain their 
group follow the leader’s instructions in the classroom and help each class leader facilitate discussion.

Daily Schedule Guidelines
The schedule for each day is designed to run in 15-20 minute time blocks with 5 minutes of transition time between 
sessions. Transitioning between classes can get chaotic at times. Using walkie-talkies, bells, horns, or some other 
noisemaker to indicate the beginning and end of a class period is often helpful. Reproducible schedules for three 
groups and four groups are provided in the Director’s Guide with space in the charts to write in specific times for 
each activity. 

• It is sometimes helpful, since classes will be rotating through the schedule together throughout the day, 
to seat them together during opening and closing service. Adhering to one seating arrangement will also 
expedite arrival and dismissal.

• Music will be practiced all together in the Opening and Closing devotions, but will be learned in small 
groups as each small group rotates through their Music session.

• Eating snacks all together will likely require a larger seating area, but it is often easier for the Snack Leader 
to coordinate, and safer for those trying to keep track of allergies. It also allows for additional time at the 
end of each day to clean up and prepare for the next day’s tasty lesson, making everyone’s day more fun.

Supply Donations
Lists of needed materials for crafts and snacks are provided at the beginning of each section. Use these lists to 
request donations of items from the congregation. Following is a complete list of supplies you will need (quantities 
will vary depending on registrants, groupings, etc.).

Advertising and Registration
Groups are encouraged to create posters, bulletin inserts, fliers, etc. as needed to advertise the dates and times 
of their Vacation Bible School using the image files provided. A reproducible registration form is available on page 
in this booklet and in the VBS files.

Contact Us!
If you have any questions or comments regarding the material or to let us know of any errors or omissions, please 
share by emailing us at vbs@higherthings.org.

Permissions
Purchase of the Higher Things VBS material provides gives you permission to duplicate any content herein for use 
in your Vacation Bible School program, promotional materials, and for the congregation. Redistribution or selling of 
any of the material or images contained in this download (or on the CD) is not allowed.
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This section is a resource for the devotions leader. In most cases, this will be your church’s pastor. 

Overview
The Opening and Closing offices of the “Te Deum” VBS serve as an introduction to Sunday morning’s Divine 
Service. Our services are created with the goal of nurturing, in young hearts and minds, a love for the Word of God 
in our liturgy and an understanding of and respect for our faith that will last a lifetime. As you plan your VBS, please 
take into careful consideration the balance between maintaining the sanctity of the sanctuary while bringing God’s 
children to an understanding of His gifts.

In an effort to help with this task, we would like to provide you with the following tools to be used at the discretion 
of your pastor and congregational leadership:

• an abbreviated Opening and Closing liturgy, adapted from the “Daily Prayers for Individuals and Family” 
from Lutheran Service Book (pages 294-298) to fit either a morning or evening Vacation Bible School.

• bullet points summarizing the daily Bible and catechism lessons to help your pastor prepare a homily, or 
another VBS leader to introduce the day’s lesson.

• a handout of the liturgy, and various media for the hymns taught during the week. Note that the handouts 
do not contain specific days’ readings and notes so they may be reused each day. The pages titled 
“Propers” have the specific readings, hymns and scriptures that should be used for opening and closing 
worship each day.

• a optional, brief opening dramatic illustration of the day’s theme, called “The Weaker Brother” is provided 
for each day. In the absence of the pastor, this scripted dialogue could be used in place of the homily (the 
worship leader should still review the summary points with the students). These brief introductions might also 
be used as a general activity with all the children before they are dismissed to their first session.

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Set Up
In order to teach a child the importance of how we worship, openings should take place in the sanctuary. All leaders 
should encourage appropriate behavior from the children while in the Lord’s house. There are art images for each 
day’s theme in the Artwork folder of the VBS materials. To help set the theme of the day, these images may be printed 
on 11″ x 17″ paper, but may be enlarged and/or traced onto newsprint, or even made into fabric banners by especially 
talented volunteers. Be creative!

Homilies
The Opening and Closing prayer offices are designed to contain a brief (5-10 minute) homily. We suggest that the 
homily be preached to the children by the pastor, from the pulpit—just like it would be done on Sunday. This way 
children will see that the “services” at VBS are not disconnected from Sunday morning’s Divine Service.

Handouts and Leaders’ Guides
Openings and Closings are provided both for morning and evening session Vacation Bible School programs. Use 
the one appropriate to your schedule. A single Opening and Closing sheet for participants is provided and may be 
reproduced for as many as needed. A set of “propers” for each day gives the worship leader instructions for the 
service’s readings, hymns, and homily/instructional material. It may be helpful if the worship leader prints these and 
places them in a binder to be easily referenced throughout the week.
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The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

L In the morning, O Lord, You hear my voice;
C	 In	the	morning	I	prepare	a	sacrifice	for	You	and	watch.

L	 My	mouth	is	filled	with	Your	praise,
C	 And	with	Your	glory	all	the	day.

L O Lord, open my lips,
C	 And	my	mouth	will	declare	Your	praise.

	 Glory	be	to	the	Father	and	to	the	Son	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit;
	 as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	and	will	be	forever.	Amen.

Hymn	of	the	Day

Scripture	Reading

Homily/Lesson	Introduction

Apostles’	Creed
C I	believe	in	God	the	Father	Almighty,	Maker	of	heaven	and	earth.

And	in	Jesus	Christ,	His	only	Son,	our	Lord;	who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	born	of	the	Virgin	
Mary;	suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried;	He	descended	into	hell;	the	
third	day	He	rose	again	from	the	dead;	He	ascended	into	heaven,	and	sits	at	the	right	hand	of	God	
the	Father	Almighty;	from	thence	He	will	come	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.

I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit;	the	holy	Christian	Church,	the	communion	of	saints;	the	forgiveness	of	
sins;	the	resurrection	of	the	body;	and	the	life	everlasting.	Amen.

Lord’s	Prayer
C Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	Thy	name,	Thy	kingdom	come,	Thy	will	be	done	on	earth	

as	it	is	in	heaven;	give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	forgive	us	our	trespasses	as	we	forgive	those	
who	trespass	against	us;	and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	For	Thine	is	the	
kingdom	and	the	power	and	the	glory	forever	and	ever.	Amen.

Concluding	Prayers
L	 Almighty	God,	merciful	Father,	who	created	and	completed	all	things,	on	this	day	when	the	work	of	our	calling	

begins	anew,	we	implore	You	to	create	its	beginning,	direct	its	continuance	and	bless	its	end,	that	our	doings	
may	be	preserved	from	sin,	our	life	sanctified,	and	our	work	this	day	be	well	pleasing	to	You	through	Jesus	
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

C	 I	thank	You,	my	heavenly	Father,	through	Jesus	Christ,	Your	dear	Son,	that	You	have	kept	me	this	
night	from	all	harm	and	danger;	and	I	pray	that	You	would	keep	me	this	day	also	from	sin	and	every	
evil,	that	all	my	doings	and	life	may	please	You.	For	into	Your	hands	I	commend	myself,	my	body	and	
soul,	and	all	things.	Let	Your	holy	angel	be	with	me,	that	the	evil	foe	may	have	no	power	over	me.		
Amen.

L Let us bless the Lord.
C	 Thanks	be	to	God.

Orders for Daily Prayer, Morning, Noon, Evening, and Close of the Day and 
the	Te	Deum	setting	of	Matins	(text	and	music)	from	Lutheran	Service	Book:	
©	2006	Concordia	Publishing	House.	Used	with	permission.	www.cph.org.	
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Evening Opening
Higher Things – Vacation Bible School

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

L Let my prayer rise before you as incense,
C	 The	lifting	up	of	my	hands	as	the	evening	sacrifice.

L Joyous light of glory:
C of the immortal Father;
 heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
 We have come to the setting of the sun,
 and we look to the evening light.
 We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
 You are worthy of being praised with pure voices forever.
 O Son of God, O Giver of life: the universe proclaims your glory.

Hymn of the Day 

Scripture Reading

Homily/Lesson Introduction

C I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary;	suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	died,	and	was	buried;	He	descended	into	hell;	the	
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s	Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Concluding	Prayer
L Lord Jesus, stay with us, for the evening is at hand and the day is past. Be our constant companion on the way, 

kindle our hearts, and awaken hope among us, that we may recognize You as You are revealed in the  Scriptures 
and in the breaking of the bread. Grant this for Your name’s sake.

C Amen.

L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Orders for Daily Prayer, Morning, Noon, Evening, and Close of the Day and 
the Te Deum setting of Matins (text and music) from Lutheran Service Book: 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission. www.cph.org. 
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Worship

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Worship: Opening
God’s Name1day

Propers
Hymn of the Day “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God” LSB 941
  (or another hymn being learned this week) 

Scripture Reading Exodus 3:1-14

Homily/Lesson Introduction
• God commands us to pray to him, and pray without ceasing.  
• To come to the Father in prayer is a privilege earned for us by Christ on the cross.
• Those who believe in Jesus Christ may come to God in prayer.
• Because of Christ’s precious and innocent blood, shed for each of us, we can expect each and every one 

of our prayers to be heard.

The Weaker Brother 
(Optional)

Leader: Today we start our Te Deum Vacation Bible School with one of my favorite Bible verses about prayer. It 
comes from the book of Matthew: “Ask and it will be given to you. Seek and you will find. Knock and 
it will be opened to you…”

Brother: Hey, I know that verse! In fact, I’ve even tried that. One time I asked my mom to make me a triple 
decker ice cream sundae. It didn’t work. She told me to seek out my room and she would knock when 
the door would be opened to me.

Leader: I can see her point. No one needs that much ice cream. But this is a verse about asking God, our 
Heavenly Father, for things in prayer.

Brother: Oh, I don’t do that.

Leader: You don’t?

Brother: Oh no. He is, well, He is in charge of a lot of things. I would bet He is incredibly busy. He doesn’t want 
to be bothered by us.

Leader: What? That is not what Paul tells us in the Bible. Paul tells us that God wants us to pray. Not only does 
He want us to pray, He tells us to pray without stopping. Pray every minute of every day!  

Brother: Of course God tells Paul that! He was an Apostle. He wrote letters, started churches. He was very 
important. He’s in the Bible! I’m sure God loved to hear from Paul. I’m just not that guy.

Leader: Really? Are you a guy who loves Jesus?  

Brother: Of course. He died for me.  

Leader: Then you are that guy. Jesus died for your sins, making you God’s child, so that you have the privilege 
of coming to God in prayer.

Brother: So we can ask, seek and knock just because Jesus died for us?

Leader: Of course, that’s what God says…

Brother: And you are sure that God hears us?

Leader: He hears you loud and clear. (The Weaker Brother turns to leave.) Where are you going?

Brother: I’m off to ask God for a triple-decker ice cream cone!

Leader: Well, I guess we’ll work on that lesson later.

W-5



Higher Things

     
D A R E  T

O  B
E  L

U T H E R A N

PREVIEW
 ONLY

Higher Things

     
D A R E  T

O  B
E  L

U T H E R A N

Morning Closing
Higher Things – Vacation Bible School

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

L Listen to my prayer, O God, do not ignore my plea;
C Hear me and answer me.

L Evening, morning and noon
C I cry out in distress, and He hears my voice.

L Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you;
C He will never let the righteous fall.

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

Hymn of the Day 

Scripture Reading
Homily/Review
L O Lord, C Have mercy upon us.
L O Christ, C Have mercy upon us.
L O Lord, C Have mercy upon us.

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell; the 
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Prayers
L Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when the work of our calling 

begins anew, we implore You to create its beginning, direct its continuance and bless its end, that our doings 
may be preserved from sin, our life sanctified, and our work this day be well pleasing to You through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

L Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, at this hour You hung upon the cross, stretching out Your loving arms to embrace the 
world in Your death. Grant that all people of the earth may look to You and see their salvation; for Your mercy’s 
sake we pray.

C Amen.

L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God. Orders for Daily Prayer, Morning, Noon, Evening, and Close of the Day and 

the Te Deum setting of Matins (text and music) from Lutheran Service Book: 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission. www.cph.org. 
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Evening Closing
Higher Things – Vacation Bible School

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

The sign of the cross T may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

L In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

L The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.
C Amen.

L It is good to give thanks to the Lord,
C to sing praise to Your name, O Most High;

L To herald Your love in the morning,
C Your truth at the close of the day.

Hymn of the Day

Scripture Reading

Homily/Review

Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended into hell; the 
third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Concluding Prayers
L Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the 

love of Your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

C I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 
me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gra-
ciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. 
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Orders for Daily Prayer, Morning, Noon, Evening, and Close of the Day and 
the Te Deum setting of Matins (text and music) from Lutheran Service Book: 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used with permission. www.cph.org. 
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Worship

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Worship: Closing
God’s Name1day

Propers
Hymn of the Day “Our Father, Who from Heaven Above” LSB 766, stz. 1-2
  (or another hymn being learned this week) 

Scripture Reading Matthew 6:5-15

Homily/Review
• Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer and its meaning
• First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer and its meaning.
• Who God the Father is and why we pray to Him.
• Jesus taught us how to pray to the Father. 
• “Hallow” means to “make holy.” God makes His name holy among us. 
• “Solo Christo” — by Christ alone.
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Bible
Bible Breakaways

Higher Things – Vacation Bible School

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

The Bible Breakaway Leader’s Guide has all the daily lesson plans and materials that the Bible Breakaway Leader 
will need for the Te Deum Vacation Bible School.

Role of Bible Breakaway Leader
The Bible Breakaway Leader will teach children the daily Bible story using the provided lesson and discussion 
questions. The stories are chosen to highlight the Catechism themes.

Bible Breakaway Leader’s Guide
The Leader’s Guide has all the daily lesson plans and information the Bible Breakaway Leader will need. Please 
be sure to review each day’s lessons well in advance and print or re-create the appropriate posters and materials 
for the lesson. Class discussion of the Bible lesson is provided in a scripted format to make sure everything is 
addressed within the alloted time for ease of use and to encourage class participation. Leaders are free use it as 
more of an outline if they are comfortable doing so.

We have included review questions for each day’s lesson. If time permits use this simple question and answer 
format to review the materials within each small group. Use this as an opportunity for each small group leader to 
get to know the children in his or her group.

Scripts
Each day’s material also includes a scripted lesson that tells, in a live-action and (hopefully) amusing way, the Bible 
story for each day’s theme. Costume suggestions have been provided in each day’s Leader’s Guide. The lines can 
be read as written or ad-libbed, as long as they convey the general meaning and tone of the lesson. Actors should 
rehearse the skits prior to the day they will be used in Vacation Bible School.

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Bible Breakaway
God’s Name1day

Lesson Overview
Bible Story of the Day
Moses and the Burning Bush – Exodus 3:1-4:16

Lesson Objectives
The children will understand:

...what it means to hallow the Lord and His name.

...God’s name is holy because He is our Creator.

...that the Lord is Father to us all.

...why we call God “Father” and incorporate that into their prayer life.

Room Set Up
Skit Materials

• One burning bush
• Moses costume, with sandals that are easy to get on and off and a shepherd’s staff.
• Pharisee costume: This costume should be more colorful or lavish than that of Moses or the Publican 

and with sandals that are easy to get on and off.
• Publican costume, with sandals that are easy to get on and off.
• Microphone and speaker (for God’s voice) 

Activity Materials
• Many shoes/slippers (See activity explanation, below)

Many pairs of shoes specifically representing things we idolize, or place above God. For example: sports shoes 
(golf, baseball, soccer), beach shoes, ballet slippers, school shoes, flippers, hunting boots, hiking boots, etc. Feel 
free to get creative in finding shoes that represent various hobbies and even vices. For example: penny loafers can 
represent the love of money or a pair of Mario slippers can represent video games. 
Lay the shoes out in a place easily accessible the children. Make sure you have at least one pair of shoes per child.
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Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Bible
HT-VBS Bible Breakaways

Day 1: Lesson
Publican: (The Publican begins by introducing the children to the various pairs of shoes available at the front of 

the room.)

Publican: Step right up, everyone! Welcome to WorIdly Shoes! Shoes for everyone! We have a pair of shoes 
just for each of you. But which pair best fits you? How many of you play soccer? Raise your hands. 
Excellent, you, come up and take one pair of soccer shoes. 

 (Continue in this manner until every child has a pair of Worldly Shoes to wear.)

Publican: We all have different shoes to wear because God made each of His children unique. Yet there is a 
danger in our shoes. Each shoe represents something we, as sinners, sometimes see as being more 
important than God. Let’s watch and learn. (The Publican sits as the main skit begins and the burning 
bush is revealed.)

Pharisee: (Entering the room, and seeing the burning bush...) Stand back! Do you see that? It’s on fire! Wait a 
minute (moving closer). It’s not burning anything. That is amazing! Has anyone else seen this? Oooh, 
I totally saw it first. Maybe I can sell it to the circus, or win a Nobel Prize. Oh, this is going to make me 
so much money and make me so popular with the guys down at the Temple!

Publican: What are you talking about?

Pharisee: (Moving to quickly stand in front of the bush to hide it.) Nothing. Nothing to see here. Move along.

God: Pharisee!

 (The Pharisee looks all around.)

God: Pharisee!

Pharisee: It talks too!! I have GOT to get this on YouTube!

Publican: That is the voice of the LORD your God. You don’t just put that on YouTube.

Pharisee: What? How am I supposed to know it was God?

Publican: It’s...fire. Um, Pentecost. Elijah and his chariot? Fire! The Israelites followed a whole pillar of it. Don’t 
Pharisees spend their whole lives studying God’s Word? You should know this stuff.

Pharisee: We are called Phari-sees. But, strangely enough, seeing is not always our strong suit. So...what you 
are saying is, God often appears in fire.

Publican:  Yes.

Pharisee: So, there probably aren’t a lot of smoke detectors in heaven...?

Publican: Now you’re getting it. Look! Here comes Moses. Watch him and learn. 

 (The Pharisee and Publican crouch down and hide. Moses enters the room.)

God: Moses! 

 (Moses walks over to the bush to examine it closely.)

God: Moses!
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Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Bible
HT-VBS Bible Breakaways

Moses: Here I am, Lord!

God: Do not come any closer. Take off your sandals, for you are on holy ground! (Moses stops in his tracks.) 
I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.

 (Moses cowers, hiding himself under his cloak.)

Pharisee: (Stands up, very excited.) Hey, God! I know you! I’ve been worshiping you my whole life! You probably 
noticed. I’m really, really, ahem...good at it…

Publican: (Pulling the Pharisee down next to him.) Put your head down, take off your sandals and be respectful! 
Watch what Moses does.

 (Moses removes his sandals and moves closer to the burning bush.)

God: Moses, I have seen the misery of My people in Egypt. I have heard their cries. I have come to rescue 
them. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring My people out of slavery and into the Promised Land.

Moses: You’re what? You’re who? Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring Your people out of Egypt?

Pharisee: (Waving his hand!) Ooh, ooh! God, I’ll go! I’ll be happy to talk to Pharoah for You. I’m a natural leader! 
I would be SO good at that job.

Publican: Sit down! Listen. There is something you AND Moses don’t understand. This job is not about what you 
can do. It’s about what God does through you. 

God: Moses, I will be with you. And this will be a sign to you that I have sent you: when you have brought 
the people out of Egypt, you will worship Me on this mountain.  

Moses: So, I just go up to the Israelites and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and 
they ask me, “Oh yeah? What’s His name?” Then what do I tell them?

God: Then this is what you say to the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.

Pharisee: I AM? I AM what? I am…not sure that kind of weird name is going to convince all of Israel to listen to 
a guy who talks to a plant out in the desert.

Publican: Not I AM what. I AM. He is life. He is the Creator. He is the start of everything in creation. Light, 
darkness, land, water, of you, of me, of everything and everyone! There is no IS, WAS, or WILL BE 
without Our Heavenly Father’s I AM.

Pharisee: Oh. I get it...I think.

Publican: But still, Moses does not understand God’s power or His plan.

Moses: O Lord, I have never been eloquent. This job calls for someone who is really a good speaker. That’s 
not me. Please send someone else.

God: Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? 
Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak, and give you the words to say.

Moses: Oh Lord, please send someone else to do it.
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Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Bible
HT-VBS Bible Breakaways

God: (Angrily) What about your brother Aaron, the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way 
to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees you. I’ll speak to you and you’ll speak to him, and 
put My words in his mouth. I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do. He will speak 
to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth. Take this staff in your hand so you can 
perform miraculous signs with it. 

	 (Moses	takes	his	staff	and	leaves	God’s	presence.)

Pharisee: So Moses got the job? Seriously? He didn’t even want it. That’s not fair.

Publican: No, he did not want to lead Israel. But he trusted God, like a children trust their good fathers. He went 
to Israel in God’s name, and kept it holy.  (Turning to the children...) Moses had every excuse not to 
trust God, our Father in heaven. But in the end, he trusted God’s promises and hallowed God’s Name 
among the people of Israel. God’s name is holy already, no matter what, but we hallow God’s name 
when we, like Moses and Aaron, speak and teach His true Word and live like we are His children. 
Everyone look at your shoes. Are video games more important to you than hearing God’s Word? Is 
going to the beach, or soccer practice more important than going to church on Sunday morning? How 
about sleeping in?  

Pharisee: Wow, there sure are a lot of different kinds of shoes that can keep me from hallowing God’s Name. 
But, well, mark my words, if God ever sends ME a burning bush, I am going to listen to it!

Publican: Unfortunately, God doesn’t use burning bushes anymore. He spoke in many and various ways in the 
Old Testament — bushes, thunder and lightning, prophets. But now, He has spoken to us by His Son, 
Jesus. Ask these kids, how does God speak to us today? (When our pastor, teachers, parents, friends 
teach us His Word in truth and purity.) In Baptism, God has adopted us as His own dear children. 
Because He’s done that, we can pray to him and ask anything we need, because He is our dear Father 
in heaven. We hallow God’s name, keeping it holy, when we live like we have God for our Father! We 
can even take off our shoes in His presence. Leave your shoes behind and we will join Moses on this 
sacred ground.

Pharisee: But we’re in church all of the time, and that is God’s house. If I took my shoes off here, people would 
drop like flies!

Publican: God asked Moses to take off his shoes as a sign of respect. Thankfully, we don’t have to take off our 
shoes when we come to church. 

Review Questions
1. How did the Lord appear to Moses? (In a burning bush)
2. What was strange about this way of appearing?	(The	bush	was	on	fire	but	didn’t	burn	up.)
3. What does the Lord tell Moses to do before He talks to him? (Take	his	shoes	off	because	 it	was	holy	

ground.)
4. What does the Lord say His Name is? (“I AM.”)
5. What does “I AM” want Moses to do? (Lead the Israelites out of Egypt.)
6. What promise does I AM make to Moses? (Moses didn’t want the job, but God promises to be with him 

and help him.)
7. What are some ways we show that we are worshiping the Lord? (Bowing, making the sign of the cross, 

listening, folding hands, etc.)

Closing Prayer
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen.
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Catechism

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

The Catechism Leader’s Guide has all the daily lesson plans and materials that the Catechism Leader will need for 
the Te Deum Vacation Bible School.

Role of Catechism Leader
The original purpose of Luther’s Small Catechism was to help parents to teach the young what the Bible says. This 
tradition continues today in many congregations where catechumens learn the catechism. The time set aside for 
each day’s Catechism Lesson will introduce the children to the Lord’s Prayer, its petitions, and their meanings.

The role of the Catechism Leader is to teach the children each petition of the Prayer, and to help them learn the 
words of the Catechism which explain what the Lord’s Prayer means. The goal of the catechism lesson is not 
necessarily memorization (ideally, it will start the children down that road) but if a little memory work sneaks in 
while they’re having fun, all the better. Whenever possible, we recommend that your church’s pastor serve as the 
Catechism Leader (“Captain”).

Catechism Lesson Plans
The Catechism section has all the lesson plans and information needed for each day of VBS, presented in the form 
of a scripted illustration. Please be sure to review each day’s lesson in advance and print the appropriate posters 
and prepare the materials for the lesson. Discussion questions about the catechism lesson are provided to reinforce 
the lesson and to encourage class participation. Leaders should feel free to use the scripts as an outline if they are 
comfortable doing so. Artistic license is encouraged. Doctrinal license is not. 

The posters mentioned in the illustration are provided as PDFs in the Catechism Poster folder of the VBS material. 
These poster pages may be printed on any size paper (we recommend 11" x 17") and attached to poster board or 
held by a volunteer on the appropriate side of the room. Younger children may need help reading the posters, but 
the older participants should use their Bibles to look up verses whenever possible.

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Name and Will 
Bible Story:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: The Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Catechism Passports
Students will receive a Passport for each day of Catechism Lessons. They will receive a “stamp” (sticker) in the 
passport for each day when they “visit” the various petitions. The passport stamps are Latin phrases which will help 
the students remember each day’s lesson. Each file will print two (2) passports. To make the passport, print the the 
file on two-sided (front and back) pages. Cut the pages between the two sets of passports, and then fold and staple 
the two sections into quarter-page booklets. The passport stamps can be printed on pages of 2-5/8" x 1" address 
labels (Avery #5160) to be easily peeled and placed into the passports
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God’s Name1day

Lesson Overview
The Lord's Prayer

Introduction: Our Father who art in heaven.
What does this mean? With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that 
we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their 
dear father.

The First Petition: Hallowed be Thy name.
What does this mean? God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we prayin this petition that it may be kept holy 
among us also.
How is this done? God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we as 
the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone 
who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, 
heavenly Father!

Lesson Objectives
The students will:

...receive an introduction to the Introduction and First Petition of the Lord’s prayer and their meanings.

...gain a clear idea of God as our Father and why we pray to Him.

...understand what it means to hallow God’s name and why God’s name is hallowed.

...learn the meaning of the phrase: “Solo Christo” or “By Christ Alone.”

Preparations
Materials

• Posters A, B, C, and D
• Passport (one per child)
• Several sets of Hallowed Be Thy Name Game cards (one set for every 4-6 students)
• Captain costume
• Flight attendant costume
• Customs agent costume
• Safety Instruction cards
• Manila or plastic file folders with sides taped or stapled closed to make a pocket 

Preparing the Room
1. If possible, arrange the chairs of the room in a number of rows of 2-3 chairs with a single center aisle.
2. Tape a file folder to the back of each of the chairs, and place a Safety Instruction Card in each one.
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Day 1: Lesson
Attendant: Ladies and gentlemen, My name is __________. I’ll be your Chief Flight attendant Today. On behalf 

of our Father, Who art in Heaven, welcome aboard Te Deum Airlines, where “Te Deum Laudamus” 
means, “We Praise You, O God!” Our flight time today will be about twenty minutes, but what we learn 
will save us eternally.

 Please note that our Father who art in heaven has turned on the Folded Hands sign. If you haven’t 
already done so, please stow any carry-on VBS materials under the seat in front of you. Please remain 
seated and secure in the waters of your baptism. And make sure your hearts and minds are in their 
fully upright and locked position in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

 Take a moment to review the Safety Instructions Card located in the seat pocket in front of you. If you 
do not wish to pray the petitions described here in the event of an emergency, please ask our Father 
in Heaven to forgive you!

Captain: (DING!) Greetings everyone and thank you for flying Te Deum Airlines. I’m your Captain, _______ and 
I’ll be flying us to our destination today. I would like first to introduce you to Our Father… If you look 
out of the left side of the plane, you will see we are passing by 1 John 3:1. Who can share this poster 
for us? (Poster A)

 “See what kind of love the Father has given to us that we should be called the children of 
God; and so we are.” (1 John 3:1)

Attendant: If we are children of God, then who is Our Father? (God) And where is God? (He is in heaven.)

Captain: (DING!) Flight attendant, we have been cleared for approach to Our Father. Please prepare the cabin 
for landing.

Attendant: Everyone, please remain seated. We have arrived at the first stop on our flight today; the Introduction 
to the Lord’s Prayer. You already have that part down. What is the first part of the prayer Jesus taught 
us to pray? (Our Father who Art in Heaven.)

 When Jesus taught us to pray, He did not teach us to pray to “My” Father. He taught us to pray to…? 
(Our Father). Paul tells us in Galatians that, through baptism, God has adopted us into His family as 
His children. We pray, “Our Father, who art in Heaven,” but what does that even mean? Please refer 
to the instructions on the card in the seat pocket in front of you. 

 
 With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true Father and that we 

are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear 
children ask their dear father. 

Attendant: How are we invited to approach our Father? (With boldness and confidence.) Ooh, here we go again!

Captain: (DING!) Once again, welcome aboard Te Deum Airlines, where “Te Deum Laudamus” means, “We 
Praise You, O God!” You may have noticed there are no Heavenly Father call buttons on our aircraft. 
We learn in this petition that we can with all _________ and _________ (Boldness and Confidence) pray 
directly to our dear Father be cause we are His dear children. Our heavenly Father can’t wait to hear 
our prayers. Now, if you will look over to the right hand side of the plane, you can see why God can 
answer our prayers in Acts 17:24. (Poster B)

 “The God who made the earth and everything in it is Lord of heaven and earth.” (Acts 17:24)

Attendant: There you have it. God is the Creator of heaven and earth, and is Lord of it all, so He has the power to 
give us all that we need and pray for, and more! That’s why the motto of Te Deum Airlines is “Te Deum 
Laudamus” which means, “We Praise You, O God!” Our next layover will be at Petition Number One. 
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Can anyone look at their Safety Instruction Card and tell me; what is the First Petition of the Lord’s 
Prayer?

 Hallowed be thy name.
 What does this mean?
 God’s name is certainly holy in itself but we pray in this petition that it may be kept holy 

among us also.

 Our Father who art in Heaven is holy. Even His name is holy. That means He is completely without sin. 
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that this is a completely non-sinning flight. Sinning 
is prohibited on the entire aircraft, including the lavatories. Tampering with, disabling or destroying the 
holiness of God’s Name is prohibited by the Law. How is God’s Name kept Holy? Please refer to your 
Safety Instruction Card for further details. (Read together.)

 God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we, 
as children of God also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this, dear Father 
in Heaven! But anyone who teaches contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God 
among us. Protect us from this heavenly Father.  

Captain: (DING!) Here, we are asking for two gifts from our Father. I fyou look to the left you will see the prophet 
Jeremiah’s book. Who can tell me the first gift we are asking for? (Poster C)

 “Let him who has My word speak My word faithfully.” (Jeremiah 23:28)

Attendant: Who, in our church, teaches God’s Word to us in truth and purity? (Our Pastor.) The Word our Pastor 
teachers us brings us the Holy Spirit and the second gift we ask for.

Captain: (DING!) If you quickly glance out the right side of the aircraft, you can see the book of Matthew, chapter 
5. Can someone help us learn about this second gift? (Poster D)

 “Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 
your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)

Attendant: God’s name is hallowed when His light the light of the World, Jesus Christ, shines through us and 
we lead holy lives. People see the good works of our lives and praise God. But sins interfere with the 
navigational and communication equipment on this aircraft. At this time, we request with the help of 
our Savior Jesus Christ, that your sinful nature be completely turned off, leaving it at the foot of the 
cross for the remaining duration of this flight. 

 And now, it is time for our inflight entertainment: the non-famous Hallowed be Thy Name Game. Our 
Father who art in Heaven has many names. Who can spot them first?

 Instructions: Distribute one Hallowed be Thy Name Game deck for every 4-6 participants. 
Print the cards in the Game Cards Folder (double-sided) and cut them out to form each decks. 
Divide the class into groups of four, giving each group one deck of cards. Divide the cards equally 
within the group. Each player paces the top card of their pile face up in the center of the table. 
When someone plays a card containing God’s Name, the first player to put their hand (palm down) 
on top of the center pile wins the entire center pile. The winner adds these cards (face down) to 
the bottom of their own pile. Play then continues, starting with the player to the left of the one who 
won the cards. If a player slaps a card that has a name other than God’s, then they must give the 
top card of their own pile to the person who played the card that was wrongly slapped.  If you run 
out of cards you are no longer in the game. When one player has all the cards, that player wins. 
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Captain: (DING!) We would like to thank you for joining us today on Te Deum Airlines, where “Te Deum Laudamus” 
means, “We Praise You, O God!” Please remember to have your passports stamped on the way out. 
If you have any questions about our flight today, please don’t hesitate to ask your Pastor or one of our 
Flight Attendants. 

Customs: Welcome to the Introduction and First Petition, your destination for today. Our agents will be stamping 
your passports with today’s Latin declaration: “Solo Christo.” Solo Christo means, “By Christ Alone.” It 
is “By Christ Alone” that we are able to pray, “Our Father who art in heaven.” (Place the “Solo Cristo” 
stamp (sticker) on the appropriate page of the students’ passports.)

 
Attendant: (As everyone walks past to leave...) Thank you for flying Te Deum Air. Buh-bye now!
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This section is for the Music Leader. There are from one to five hymns suggested for learning during the week as 
time and resources permit. We suggest that the Music Leader distribute the full music sheets (with notes) and 
indicate which verses will be learned that day.

Role of Music Leader
The primary role of the Music Leader is to help the children to learn and, if possible, learn “by heart” the hymns of 
the week. Music time is a fun and educational opportunity for the children. Through the music, the children will learn 
to sing hymns, have the theme and lessons for each day reinforced, and continue to hear of the Father’s Promises, 
Christ’s work, and the Spirit’s gifts. 

Teaching Hymns to Children
Children eagerly learn new songs, especially ones that they know they will sing in church with the grownups. Take 
time to explain the meaning of the hymn and its vocabulary. Discuss with the children how the hymn helps us 
remember and confess the Father’s promises, Christ’s work as Savior, and the Spirit’s gifts. 

Music Handouts
There are several resources provided for teaching the words of the hymns. In the following pages, there are hand-
outs both with and without musical notation. In the Music Folder of the VBS files, there are hymn slides (PowerPoint 
and PDF files ) of each stanza. These could be placed in a slide presentation, projected individually, or inserted into 
a document to print out and give to the children for the stanzas being taught that day.

Music Accompaniment Files
The Music folder of the VBS materials contains audio organ accompaniment files for the suggested hymns and 
stanzas. These can be used if an organist or musician is not available to play them. They can be played with any 
digital music player (iPod, etc.) you could also put them on a CD and distribute them to the students as resources 
permit. The content of each MP3 audio file is indicated in its file name. 

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Suggested Hymns
Because congregations have varying resources to teach music and time to do so, we have included two charts 
with suggestions for teaching one or more hymns during the week. The first chart shows suggestions for learning 
from one to all five hymns for the week. The second chart presents options for just learning one hymn for the 
entire week. Please note that in the included handouts, only those stanzas are included which are used in these 
suggestions (not necessarily the entire hymn). “We Praise You and Acknowledge You” (LSB 941) is the hymn 
chosen for the “Te Deum” conference theme and is the suggested hymn to be learned throughout the week if only 
one hymn is to be taught.

Hymn 774, “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy” is suggested as the Preschool Song for the week. All students 
can learn the hymn and use it as a meal blessing before Snack time each day.

Theme #1 Theme #2 1 Hymn 2 Hymns 3 Hymns 4 Hymns 5 Hymns

Monday Te Deum  
st. 1-2 941, st. 1 774, All 766, st. 1-2 725, st. 1 779, st. 1-2 680, st. 1

Tuesday Te Deum, 
st. 3-4 941, st. 2 774, All 766, st, 3-4 725, st. 2 779, st. 3 680, st. 2

Wednesday Te Deum, 
st. 5-6 941, st. 3 774, All 766, st. 5-6 725, st. 4 779, st. 4 680, st. 3

Thursday Te Deum, 
st. 7-8 941, st. 4 774, All 766, st. 7-8 725, st. 5 779, st. 5 680, st. 4

Friday Te Deum, 
st. 9 941, All 774, All 766, st. 9 725, All 779, st. 6 680, st. 5

If you’d like to only teach one hymn for the week of Vacation Bible School, here are some additional options to 
break up the stanzas for each of the hymns included above.

Te Deum  
(Matins) 941 680 725 766 774 779

Monday 1-2 1 1 1 1-2 All 1-2
Tuesday 3-4 2 2 2 3-4 All 3
Wednesday 5-6 3 3 3 5-6 All 4
Thursday 7-8 4 4 4 7-8 All 5
Friday 9, All All 5 All 9 All 6
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This section is for the Games Leader. Listed here are some suggested games that you might play with the children 
during VBS. Game time is a time for the children to have fun and expend some of their energy.

Role of the Games Leader
Here are some tips for your game leader:

1. Take time to insure the safety of the participants by marking or blocking any potential hazards (sprinkler 
heads, rocks, poison ivy, etc.). 

2.	 Keep	the	game	area	away	from	any	heavy	traffic	areas.		
3. Provide plenty of water, sunscreen and even a mist tent if VBS takes place on a particularly warm day.  
4. Have a contingency plan for those times when weather does not allow you to be outside.

Set-Up for Game Area
It is important that the Games Leader have space in which the children can be loud and have fun without disrupting 
the other VBS activities. Each game helps retell part of the day’s lesson from either the Bible Breakaway or Catechism 
session. Don’t forget the “What does this mean?” discussion at the end of each class!

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:		 The	Almost-Sacrifice	of	Isaac	(Genesis	22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Game 1: Busted
(Indoor/Outdoor)

Objective
Be	the	first	team	to	spell	out	“Our	Father”	using	the	marked	ping	pong	balls.

Materials
• Colored balloons for each team
• Ping pong balls
• Marker
• Tape or chalk

Preparation
1. Write	“OUR	FATHER”	one	letter	at	a	time	on	nine	ping	pong	balls	to	make	a	set.
2. Make	one	set	of	“OUR	FATHER”	ping	pong	balls	per	team.
3. Place the nine ping pong balls inside the balloons according to the team’s color.
4. Blow	up	twelve	balloons	per	team,	three	empty	and	nine	containing	the	“OUR	FATHER”	ping	pong	balls.
5. Place all the balloons randomly across the yard or room.
6. Draw a designated starting line across from the balloons with chalk or tape.

Instructions
1. Have teams line up on the starting line.
2. Only	one	team	member	at	a	time	can	run	and	grab	their	team’s	balloon.
3. Bring the balloon back the team and pop it. 
4. The next team member runs and grabs another balloon. 
5. The	team	members	waiting	in	line	start	spelling	out	“Our	Father”.	
6. The	first	team	to	spell	their		words	correctly...wins!	

What Does This Mean?
• Our	Father	in	heaven	goes	by	many	names.	Can	you	tell	me	some	of	His	names?	(God, Creator, Father, 

Yahweh…) But	this	week	we	say	Te	Deum	Laudamus,	which	means,	“We	Praise	You,	O	God!”	
• When God hallows His name, what is He doing? (Making His name holy among us.)
• Just like our letters today, we put our priorities in order. When our priorities are in the right place, who is 

the most important? I’ll give you a hint, it is the name we spelled out today. (Our Father who art in heaven.) 
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Game 2: Defend Your Socks
(Indoor/Outdoor)

Objective
Be the last player with at least one sock on their foot. 

Materials
• Tape
• Extra socks for any players missing socks 

Preparation
1. Create	an	arena	using	tape	and	a	large	open	floor	area.
2. Then	have	all	the	kids	take	off	their	shoes	so	only	their	socks	are	on	their	feet.
3. Give a pair of socks to those in sandals.

Instructions
1. Each player is to stay inside the arena and steal other kid’s socks.
2. There	is	absolutely	NO	STANDING	ALLOWED.
3. Once	both	socks	are	off,	a	player	is	out	of	the	game.
4. The last player with at least one of his socks still on wins.

What Does This Mean?
• Today	we	learned	about	someone	who	took	off	his	own	“socks”	or	sandals.	Can	you	tell	me	who	that	was?	

(Moses.)
• Why did he do that? (Because God told him he was on sacred ground and Moses knew to respect holy 

things and places.)
• Who else do we know that is holy? (God.)
• How do we show our respect for God? (By reading his Word, attending church, singing praises to him, loving 

our neighbor, honoring his commandments… etc.)
• And	what	do	we	say	to	show	that	respect?	Te	Deum	Laudamus,	“We	Praise	You,	O	God!”
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Game 3: Down, Down, Down
(Indoor/Outdoor)

Objective
Be	the	last	player	remaining	in	an	increasingly	difficult	game	of	catch.

Materials
• One	tennis	ball	

Instructions
1. Stand in a circle.
2. Toss a tennis ball back and forth until somebody drops it. 
3. When the ball is dropped the leader says “Down on one knee!” 
4. The person who dropped the ball must get down on one knee and continue playing catch.
5. The second time a person drops the ball, the leader calls out “Down on two knees” and he or she has to 

get down on two knees.
6. The third time the leader calls out “Two knees and one elbow”, the player plays from his or her two knees 

and with one elbow on the ground.
7. The fourth time the person is down on two knees and two elbows. 
8. The	final	position	after	a	drop	is	two	knees,	two	elbows	and	a	chin	on	the	ground.	
9. After that, if you drop the ball you are out. 

What Does This Mean?
• How low did you go?  How many of you ended up as low as Moses did today? Did you have your chin on 

the	floor?
• Moses was very respectful of our Father in heaven. But did He do as God asked right away? (No.)
• Why not? (Because he was afraid.)
• Moses made his fear more important than the job God asked him to do. Have you ever been really afraid?  
• What is the only thing you have to remember when you are afraid? Te Deum Laudamus, “We Praise You, 

O	God!”
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Snacks

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

This section will address the needs of the Snack Coordinator. In it are suggestions for setting up and operating a 
snack area during VBS, as well as instructions and recipes for themed snacks to go with each day’s lesson.

Role of the Snack Coordinator
Themed snack ideas have been provided to serve as an outgrowth of the theme and lessons for each day. Snack 
time is not meant to replace a meal. It functions as a time for the children to have fun and unwind. 

Preparing a snack for those with food allergies/sensitivities and diabetes special needs will be an important part 
of snack time. The VBS Director should have a list of all children with special dietary needs as identified on their 
Registration Forms. 

Snack Area Set-Up
Most of the activity in the snack area takes place before and after the children arrive. Below is a checklist of some 
of the things most congregations will need:

• List of special dietary needs, including allergies/sensitivities, diabetes, etc.
• A schedule of the time(s) when the children will be eating snacks
• List of supplies needed
• Number of children preregistered
• A count of the children during each day’s Opening devotion

We also suggest setting up water and/or lemonade stations outside of the snack preparation area so participants 
and leaders have constant access to water, particularly for a daytime program.  

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Snacks
God’s Name1day

Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Burning Bush Cookies (no bake)
Description
Today’s snack reminds us of the burning bush through which the Lord spoke to Moses, revealing His name and 
calling Moses to be His prophet.

Supplies
• 1/2 cup milk 
• 2 cups sugar
• 2 Tbsp butter or margarine
• 1/4 cup baking cocoa
• 1 tsp vanilla
• 1 bag chow mein noodles
• 2 cups candy corn (3 or 4 per bush)

Instructions (makes ~40 cookies)
1. Combine milk, sugar, butter and cocoa in medium 

sauce pan.
2. Cook on medium until mixture boils; stirring 

continually. 
3. Continue stirring while mixture boils for two minutes.
4. Remove from heat. Add vanilla.
5. Stir in chow mein noodles until completely covered with chocolate mixture. 
6. Drop tablespoons of the mixture onto large sheet of wax paper to form chocolate bushes.
7. Add candy corn “flames” before bushes dry. 
8. Refrigerate or let dry for one hour. 

What Does This Mean?
• Who found the burning bush in our story today? (Moses)
• Who spoke to Moses through the burning bush? (God.)
• What did God ask Moses to do? (Lead his people to the Promised Land.)
• Did Moses want to do what God asked of him? (Not at first.)
• Why did he obey God? I will give you a hint: “Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.” 
• What does “hallowed” mean? (Moses learned to trust that God would save him and the children of Israel 

and show that His name is holy.)
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Crafts

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

This section is for the Craft Coordinator. It lists suggestions for making crafts that reinforce the theme of each day’s 
Bible and Catechism lessons.

Role of the Craft Coordinator
Material lists and instructions have been provided each day for a simple and inexpensive craft idea. We also 
provide a list of suggested preparations to be completed before class. In some cases there are options within the 
instructions for groups of varying sizes. Younger children will probably need help with scissor work and taping, and 
you may want to have some extra volunteers on hand for that activity. 

Here are some helpful hints for setting up your craft area:

1. Pair older children or a volunteer with participants that may need help with cutting and taping.  
2.	 Pre-make	one	sample	craft	per	table	so	each	group	can	see	the	final	product	as	they	work.
3. Order extra supplies in case of mistakes.
4. Each craft relates to the day’s lesson. Don’t forget to ask, “What does this mean?”
5. Most importantly, have fun!

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:		 The	Almost-Sacrifice	of	Isaac	(Genesis	22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:		 Jesus	in	Gethsemane	(Matthew	26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Crafts
God’s Name1day

Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Burning Bush Luminary
Materials

• Clear glass jar or small vase
• Clear drying school glue or Modge Podge
• Black or dark brown acrylic paint
• Acrylic paint brushes
• Tea-light candle
• Yellow, red, orange, and green tissue paper
• Sponge brushes for the glue

Preparation
1. Tear tissue paper into small pieces.
2. If using recycled jars, remove all of the labeling and 

glue residue.

Directions
1. Paint “shadows” of branches on the inside of a clear 

glass jar.
2. Using school glue or Modge Podge, smooth tissue 

paper on the outside of the glass jar. You should not 
be able to see the the branches from the outside.

3. Add some pieces of green paper to remind us that the 
bush	was	never	burned	up	in	the	flames.

4. Place a lit tea light in the jar and watch the burning 
bush magically appear.

What Does This Mean?
• Who spoke to Moses through the burning bush? (God did.)
• What did Moses do when the burning bush called to him? (He answered.)
• What did the bush tell him about the ground he was standing on? (It was Holy, sacred, hallowed… etc.) 
• This	luminary	will	help	us	remember,	like	Moses,	that	God’s	name	is	holy.	It	is	so	important,	that	Jesus	puts	

it right in the beginning of the Lord’s Prayer. Can we say the Lord’s Prayer until we get to that part?  
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Preschool

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

With a high adult-to-preschooler ratio, many of the crafts, snacks and games provided in the Higher Things VBS 
curriculum will work very well for the 3- and 4-year-old crowd. Specific lesson modifications and alternatives for this 
age group are provided in this section.

General Helpful Hints
• Children at this age level respond well to patterns and parameters. Providing a regular daily schedule and 

a dedicated preschool space will structure the day and give more opportunity for free play.

• For reasons of size and social development, it is usually safer and more effective for learning to keep 
preschoolers in a group separate from the K-5 children – even if the other participants are in mixed-age 
groups.  

• Preschool programs are often billed as “Mommy and Me” programs, requiring one parent in attendance 
at all times. If this option is available to you, it is a good way to keep participants safe and happy, as well 
as recruit more parent volunteers. 

• Children at this age level are usually learning to play with one another for the first time. Some of them will 
play next to one another, but not with one another. Many of them will be just learning to share. 

• Often, preschoolers are not accustomed to three hours of constant programming. As such, they may need 
some additional free play during the day. If no play space is available, find grass, shade, and a plastic pool 
and fill it with sand or water and toys.

• The children will better remember the words of the hymns if there are accompanying motions to occupy 
their hands and remind them what comes next. Get creative!

• Repetition is key. If you have the opportunity to read the story in two or more different ways take it! Repeat 
the stories from the daily Bible lessons, using felt boards, puppets, etc.

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion
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Preschool Bible
God’s Name1day

Each day the children will add two new words to their action key vocabulary. But pay attention, sometimes action 
words will jump the page into a new story! Repeat the story using the Action Words below, or use an Arch Book or 
other age-appropriate storytelling methods (felt board, puppets, etc.).

Action Words
LOOK: Hold one hand over your eyes as if to shade them.
LORD: Jump and shout “Te Deum Laudamus – We Praise You, O God!”

Action Story
Moses was LOOKing after his flock of sheep. He led his flock into the wilderness. The LORD appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of the middle of a bush.

Moses LOOKed and said, “What do I see? Why is the bush not burning up?”

Then the LORD called to Moses from the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am, LORD” Then God said, 
“Moses, do not come near; take your sandals off your feet! LOOK around you! The place you are standing is holy 
ground.” And the LORD said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.”

Moses hid his face. He knew the LORD and he was afraid to LOOK at God.

Then the LORD said, “I LOOKed upon my people in Egypt and heard their cry. I know their sufferings. You will 
deliver them out of Egypt and bring them to the Promised Land. I will send you to Pharaoh to rescue my people, 
the children of Israel.”

But Moses LOOKed to the LORD and said, “Who am I to rescue Your people?” 

The LORD said, “I will be with you. They will LOOK to you and listen to your voice. You shall go to the king of Egypt 
and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says “Let my people go!” The king of Egypt will not let  my 
people go unless I make him. But LOOK to me, Moses. I, the LORD, will stretch out my hand and he will let you go.

Moses LOOKed to the LORD and rescued God’s people from Egypt.
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Preschool Games
God’s Name1day

Song: “I Love My Father in Heaven” 
(to the tune, “The Bear Went over The Mountain”)

I love my Father in Heaven. (Jump)
I love my Father in Heaven. (Jump)

I love my Father in Heaven…  (Jump)
Because He first loved me. (Hug your shoulders)

He sent His Son as my Savior. (Arms out to sides in a cross)
He sent His Son as my Savior. (Arms out to sides in a cross)

He sent His Son as my Savior… (Arms out to sides in a cross)
Because He first loved me. (Hug your shoulders)

Game 1: God’s Elevator to Heaven!
Materials

• One towel or carpet square per child

Directions
1. Place the carpet pieces in a circle around the room.
2. Explain that the carpet is our elevator. Instruct each child to step in.
3. “All of God’s creatures serve their Creator. We are off to visit a few. First we head out to the _____ floor!”
4. Move your arms from the center to the sides and back to simulate the opening and closing of elevator doors.
5. When  the elevator doors open, have the children pretend to be a different creature of God (Lions, birds, 

flamingos, snakes, bulls, turtles, cows, bees, dinosaurs, fish, etc.).
6. Return to the elevator and repeat.
7. Finally step out of the elevators as God’s children.
8. “As God’s children, we also listen to His word. God loves us, and He commands us to love Him and one 

another. So what do God’s children say? (“Te Deum Laudamus – We Praise You, O God!”) And what do 
God’s children do? (Big group hug in the center.)

What Does This Mean?
1. God made all things. This game reminds us that we give thanks for all of the wonderful things that God has 

made but most of all that he made us! What kind of creatures are we? (We are people. Human beings.) 
2. What way did God come to us? What sort of body did he have? (Jesus became Man, a human being, like us.) 
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Preschool Games
God’s Name1day

Game 2: Squiggly Wiggly Wobbly
Materials

• Burning bush (Either homemade or a picture will do.)
• Chalk or tape 

Preparation
With the chalk or tape, draw a squiggly line from one side of the room to the burning bush.

Directions
1. Line the children up at the top of the line.
2. Slowly lead the children along the line as if it were a balance beam.
3. When a child falls off of the line, instruct them to say “Help me Jesus!”
4. The closest child can grab their hand and everyone shouts “Jesus loves you, You are saved!”

What Does This Mean?
1. We all know that God loves us. It is because of His love that we say “Te-Deum – We Praise You, O God!” But 

sometimes, even though we hear God’s call, we wander off of God’s path. Whenever we fall off of God’s path, 
what do we do? (We call to Jesus for help.) 

2. Does Jesus just leave us there? (NO!) 
3. What does He do? (Jesus loves us. We are saved!)

Game 3: Tell Us Your Name
Materials
A small blanket

Directions
1. Have the children in a circle and then hold up a blanket. One child stands behind the blanket so that his 

classmates can no longer see him. 
2. The class then sings the following song to the tune of “Three Little Indians.” Who’s that hiding behind the 

blanket? Who’s that hiding behind the blanket? Who’s that hiding behind the blanket? Come out and tell 
us your name!” 

3. The child then pops out from behind the blanket and shouts his name.

What Does This Mean?
We pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed be Thy name.” God tells us to use His name for prayer, praise, and to give 
thanks. He also tells us to call Him by a special name: “Father.” Our Father who art in heaven gave us our names 
in our Baptisms! Names are very important things!

Additional Game/Song Suggestions
• The “Name Game” song, using each child’s name. (“Banana fana fo fana...”)
• Other name games known by your Preschool leaders.
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Preschool Crafts
God’s Name1day

Craft 1: Burning Bush Paper
Materials

• White cardstock
• Paintbrush
• Paper plate
• Red, orange, and yellow and green tissue paper
• Brown construction paper
• Crayons or markers
• Glue

Preparation
• Cut out small squares of red, yellow, and orange 

tissue paper. 
• Crumple the squares up into small balls. 
• Cut the brown construction paper into strips, about 

six strips per child.

Directions
1. Using the paintbrush and glue, glue the brown construction paper strips at the botton of the cardstock 

making the branches of the bush.
2. Using the tissue paper balls, glue a fire in the center of the cardstock using the green tissue paper for the 

leaves of the burning bush.  
3. Using a marker or crayon, write “Te Deum Laudamaus — We Praise You, O God!” at the top of the paper.

Craft 2: Cloud Painting
Materials

• Plain shaving gel
• Clear glue (Elmers)
• Disposable bowls
• Paint brushes
• Blue construction paper

Preparation
Mix equal parts shaving gel and glue in a large bowl. The glue 
will keep the foam from completely evaporating as the “cloud” 
dries. Divide into smaller bowls for each table.

Directions
Using the paintbrush, paint with clouds on the blue paper.
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Preschool Crafts
God’s Name1day

Craft 3: Burning Bush Painting
Materials

• Finger painting paper
• Finger paints (orange, red, yellow, brown, green)
• Large paintbrush
• Paper plates (Optional)
• Soap and water

Directions
1. Apply finger paint colors to the paper from darkest to 

lightest.
2. Cover the children’s hands with red finger paint using 

the brush or by having them dip their hands into a 
paper plate full of paint.

3. Help the child rub their hands from the top of the paper to the bottom several times.
4. Repeat the process with orange finger paint.
5. Repeat the process with yellow finger paint.
6. Use the green finger paint on each child’s finger tips.
7. Help the child tap leaves onto their fire with their fingers.
8. Finally, add brown to their fingertips.
9. Help the child make brown streaks through their burning bush.
10. Clean everything and everyone thoroughly.
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Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

The following Bible studies will provide Pastors with a ready-made way to engage adults and older youth in Bible 
Study relating to the topics and themes of the VBS material with a minimum of preparation. Participants should 
have a Bible and Catechism handy in order to reference the passages listed in the material. 

Theme and Scripture for Each Day
Theme: God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Theme: God’s Kingdom and Will 
Bible Story:  The Almost-Sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Second and Third Petitions

Theme: Daily Bread
Bible Story: Feeding of the 5,000 (John 6:1-15)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fourth Petition

Theme: Forgiveness of Sins
Bible Study:  Jesus in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-46)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Fifth Petition

Theme: Jesus Defeats Temptation and Evil
Bible Study:  The Temptation of Jesus (Matthew 4:1-11)
Catechism: The Lord’s Prayer: Sixth and Seventh Petitions and Conclusion

1
2
3
4
5

da
y

da
y

da
y

da
y

da
y

A-1



Higher Things

     
D A R E  T

O  B
E  L

U T H E R A N

PREVIEW
 ONLY

Higher Things

     
D A R E  T

O  B
E  L

U T H E R A N

Adults

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Adult Study: Leader’s Guide
God’s Name1day

Theme:  God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Introduction
This study will focus on how God reveals Himself to us and gives us His name to call upon in every 
trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. Our Father is not an impersonal God, but one who relates to us 
and teaches us how to call upon Him by teaching us His Name. His Name is holy, set apart, and we learn 
how He hallows (makes holy) His name among us as well.

Exodus 3:1-14
1. Where is Moses? What is he doing? What does he see? How does the Lord address him? 

Moses is tending his father-in-law’s sheep. Recall that Moses had been born in Egypt but when he had 
grown up, he had killed an Egyptian for beating a Hebrew and had to flee Egypt. He lived out near Mount  
Sinai (also called Mount Horeb). He sees a bush that is burning but is not consumed. The Lord calls Moses 
by name. He is not impersonal. He knows Moses. 

2. What does the Lord command Moses to do? What does “holy” mean? How does He identify 
Himself? 
Since He is about to speak His own Name, the Lord says the ground is holy and that Moses should honor 
it by taking his sandals off. “Holy” means special and set apart by God. The Name of God is not like any 
other name. So He reveals Himself to Moses in a burning bush unlike any other burning bush. He tells 
Moses that He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It was to those men that the Lord had made 
the promise of descendants as many as the stars of the heavens and that through their family all the earth 
would be blessed; that’s because through the family line of Abraham, the Savior would eventually be born. 

3. What is the Lord intending to do? How will He do it? What is Moses’ response? How does God 
respond? What does Moses ask? What name does God reveal to Moses?
The Lord also promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob that He would give them the land of Canaan. But 
the descendants of Jacob (the twelve sons and tribes of Israel) had been in Egypt for 400 years! The Lord 
tells Moses that He is about to fulfill that promise He made by taking them out of Egypt and leading them 
to the Promised Land. He will use Moses to do that. Moses doesn’t consider himself any sort of speaker 
or leader and he objects, but the Lord will not have it. He has chosen Moses to do this work. Moses asks 
what name he is supposed to tell the people that God has and that’s when the Lord tells Moses His name: 
“I AM.” The Hebrew is “Yahweh.”

4. Review how God’s Name is written, spoken, and used in the Old Testament.
The following information can be summarized for your audience:
• The Hebrew name God reveals to His people is YHWH. In Hebrew, there were originally no vowels, 

only consonants.
• These four letters mean “I AM WHO I AM.” 
• The pronunciation of YHWH would be something like YaHWeH. You may see this written as YHWH 

or Yahweh. 
• The Jews did not want to take God’s Name in vain, so when they say “YHWH” in the Bible, they 

instead would read out loud “ADN” or “Adonai” (Ah-doe-nie) which means “Lord.” 
• In English, when you see “LORD,” that is translating Yahweh. And when you see “Lord,” that is translating 

“Adonai.” And when you see LORD God” it is “Yahweh Elohim” which means, “Yahweh God.”
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HT-VBS Adult Study: Leader’s Guide

• Because the Jews used to see YHWH but instead read ADONAI, the name and title were mixed 
together into this: YAHOWAH or, when it came out into English, JEHOVAH. So, you can see that 
JEHOVAH is actually not a name or a title but a mixing of YHWH and ADONAI. 

• It is best to use the name Yahweh when talking about God or else to call Him “God” or Lord.” 
• Many Hebrew names have “YAH” as part of them. 
• The Name YAH-SHUA means “Yahweh (YAH) saves (SHUA).” Yahshua comes into English as “Joshua.” 

The Greek spelling of “Joshua” is “Jesus” whose name means “Yahweh saves” 

Matthew 1:18-23
5. What does the angel tell Joseph to name the child who will be born to Mary? Why? What other 

name is He given by the angel? What does this name mean? What does this tell us about Jesus? 
The angel instructs Joseph to name the Child Jesus (Joshua) because He will save His people from their 
sins. The name Jesus means “Yahweh saves.” This is also in fulfillment of the prophesy of Isaiah in which 
the Savior is called Immanuel which means (God with us). The fact that Jesus is both “Yahweh saves” and 
“God with us” teaches us that Jesus is the God who is with us who does the saving work of rescuing us 
from our sins. Jesus’ name isn’t just a reminder of who God is. It’s a reminder that HE is God and the One 
who will save us. 

Matthew 6:5-13 and Luke 11:1-13
6. How does Jesus teach us to call on God? How do we address Him? What sort of things does 

He tell us to ask of Him? What relationship is Jesus teaching us we have with God through Him? 
How does Jesus make this possible? 
Jesus teaches us to pray and call God our Father. He teaches us to ask for everything we need for body 
and soul, for our salvation and daily lives, for faith and for loving others, for protection and every good gift. 
(It’s all there in the Lord’s Prayer). Jesus teaches us that because He is the Son of the Father, in Him we 
are also sons of our heavenly Father. Apart from Jesus, we can’t call God our Father but in Christ, that’s 
exactly what He is. 

7. Why do we ask our Father for anything if He already knows we need it? 
As we will see in the Catechism, we ask so that we may know that God gives His gifts to us. We ask so 
that we will be reminded that all of these things are given to us by our heavenly Father and that we should 
be thankful for them. 

The Lord’s Prayer, Introduction and Meaning in the Small Catechism
8. How does God want us to address Him? What analogy is used to teach us how to pray to God? 

How is God different than our earthly Fathers? 
Since God is our Father, we should ask Him for what we need as children ask their fathers. The comparison 
is that of a little child asking his or her father for something they need. It is good to point out that Jesus is 
teaching us that we don’t come before God as a Mighty Judge or some generic “Supreme Being” but as 
a little one asks her parents for something, in a loving way that trusts they will be provided for. 

9. How do we answer the charge that there are many who don’t have earthly fathers or have 
fathers who are not faithful in providing for them? 
Here we have to keep in mind that because earthly fathers are sinners, they will never provide for their 
children perfectly. Insofar as they do, we have a picture of what God’s love is like and how He invites us to 
pray. But there is also a comfort in learning that God is heavenly Father even to those who's earthly fathers 
have abandoned or hurt them. 
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Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Adults
HT-VBS Adult Study: Leader’s Guide

The Lord’s Prayer, First Petition and Meaning in the Small Catechism
10. What are the two parts of God’s name being kept holy? How is this done? See 1 Timothy 4:14-16 

and Galatians 5:22-24. Who and what are we praying for here?  
God’s name is kept holy when His Word is taught purely. God’s name is kept holy when we live holy lives 
according to His Word. Point out that both of these things are our heavenly Father’s work in us through 
His Spirit. WE don’t make God’s name holy. It is already holy and we pray that it is holy to us. Therefore 
we are praying first of all for our pastors who teach and preach God’s Word, that they do so faithfully. Then 
we are praying for the Holy Spirit to work in us the fruits of faith by which we love and serve others. This is 
accomplished by the Spirit through Baptism, Absolution, preaching of the Word, and the Lord’s Supper. In 
other words, we don’t do something to make God’s name holy. His name, because it is holy, makes us holy!

11. How does knowing God’s name invite us to pray? What does His name teach us about how He 
will answer our prayers? 
God gives us His name so that we’ll call on it! He wants us to pray! How He has revealed Himself to us by 
His name is reminder that He is a personal God who acts and does things to save us and provide for us. 
We call upon His name in prayer because we know He is all about saving His people and giving us every 
good gift in Christ, just as He has always been revealing His name to His people for them to call upon and 
promising them His deliverance and blessing. 
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Adults

Te Deum — Vacation Bible School

Adult Study
God’s Name1day

Theme:  God’s Name
Bible Story: The Burning Bush (Exodus 3:1-14)
Catechism:  The Lord’s Prayer: Introduction and First Petition

Introduction
This study will focus on how God reveals Himself to us and gives us His name to call upon in every 
trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. Our Father is not an impersonal God, but one who relates to us 
and teaches us how to call upon Him by teaching us His Name. His Name is holy, set apart, and we learn 
how He hallows (makes holy) His name among us as well.

Exodus 3:1-14
1. Where is Moses? What is he doing? What does he see? How does the Lord address him? 

2. What does the Lord command Moses to do? What does “holy” mean? How does He identify Himself? 

3. What is the Lord intending to do? How will He do it? What is Moses’ response? How does God respond? 
What does Moses ask? What name does God reveal to Moses?

4. Review how God’s Name is written, spoken, and used in the Old Testament:

Matthew 1:18-23
5. What does the angel tell Joseph to name the child who will be born to Mary? Why? What other name is He 

given by the angel? What does this name mean? What does this tell us about Jesus? 

Matthew 6:5-13 and Luke 11:1-13
6. How does Jesus teach us to call on God? How do we address Him? What sort of things does He tell us 

to ask of Him? What relationship is Jesus teaching us we have with God through Him? How does Jesus 
make this possible? 

7. Why do we ask our Father for anything if He already knows we need it? 

The Lord’s Prayer, Introduction and Meaning in the Small Catechism
8. How does God want us to address Him? What analogy is used to teach us how to pray to God? How is 

God different than our earthly Fathers? 

9. How do we answer the charge that there are many who don’t have earthly fathers or have fathers who are 
not faithful in providing for them? 

The Lord’s Prayer, First Petition and Meaning in the Small Catechism
10. What are the two parts of God’s name being kept holy? How is this done? See 1 Timothy 4:14-16 and 

Galatians 5:22-24. Who and what are we praying for here?  

11. How does knowing God’s name invite us to pray? What does His name teach us about how He will answer 
our prayers?

A-5



Higher Things

     
D A R E  T

O  B
E  L

U T H E R A N

PREVIEW
 ONLY

Higher Things

     
D A R E  T

O  B
E  L

U T H E R A N

R-3


	Cover
	Director's Guide
	Worship
	Bible Breakaway
	Catechism
	Music
	Games
	Snacks
	Crafts
	Preschool
	Adults
	Reproducible Art

