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Grounded in Uncertainty
Parashat Va'yeshev (Genesis 37:1-40:23)

By Rabbi Daniel Klein, Rab 10, MJEd " 10
Associate Dean of Admissions & Student Life
Rabbinical School of Hebrew College
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Last spring, a Federal Reserve survey reported that 47% of people living in the United States could not
come up with $400 in an emergency.

The striking thing about this statistic is not that some people would struggle to pay for unexpected
expenses like basic car or home repairs, but that nearly half of the country would.

The world we inhabit and the lives we lead could unravel at any moment, individually and collectively.
In the U.S. we have had to acknowledge that our civilized democracy is not a given, that a descent into
hatred, violence, and chaos is possible even here. The anxiety for many people about the 2016
Presidential election and subsequent years of turmoil is at least in part a result of the confrontation
with our personal and national vulnerability that we had not thought to be lurking so close to the
surface.

The world of instability is the world of the biblical Jacob. Perhaps no patriarch lived a more
consistently tumultuous life. His life leading up to this week’s parasha, Vayeshev, has been punctuated
with repeated experiences of the given world being turned upside down. From his and his mother’s
familial engineering to reverse the birth order so he could appropriately carry on the family legacy, to
his marrying Leah in the dark when he thinks he is marrying her sister Rachel, to his father-in-law
Lavan’s ongoing dissembling, to his fraught reunion with his twin Esau—one he is sure will be his end but
he instead proves triumphant—Jacob regularly experiences a topsy-turvy world in which the reality he
thought he was inhabiting keeps being overturned.

So when we encounter the opening words of this week’s parasha, “Jacob was settled in the land of his
father’s sojourning” (Genesis 37:1), it is a stunning and confusing moment.
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In Case You Missed it: Giving Tuesday Survey

On Giving Tuesday we asked you to give - your advice, that is!

Many of you responded to our anonymous survey with very helpful feedback. If you'd like to follow up
and speak with someone about your comments, please contact Sharon Katz at skatz@hebrewcollege.edu
or 617.559.8764. And if you haven't had a chance to answer our short survey, we would greatly
appreciate you taking a few minutes to complete it. As we embark this month on a planning process to
define our future vision and strategy, we are eager to hear your thoughts and your hopes for Hebrew
College.

Start the Survey
Thank you. The information you share will be invaluable.

B oy

Rabbi Sharon Cohen Anisfeld
President, Hebrew College
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Annual Lecture on Jewish Genealogy with Rebecca Kobrin

"Credit to the Nation: East European Jewish Immigrant Bankers, Mass Migration and American Finance"
Co-sponsored by Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston and Hebrew College

Dec. 16 | 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. | Free

Hebrew College | Learn more

Early Registration for Eser 2019: 10 Millennial Updates to Jewish Living

Early registration ends December 10.

Classes begin March 4, 5, 6 and 7, 2019 in

Brookline, Brighton, Downtown Boston, Jamaica Plain, Newton, Sharon, and Somerville
$65 (before Dec. 10) | $95 after Dec. 10

Register

00LE

Hebrew College | 160 Herrick Road | Newton Cent re, MA 02459
617.559.8600 | www.hebrewcollege.edu
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