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Blog Edition

Mirroring political struggles and

victories at home
Parashat Vayigash (Genesis 44:18-47:27)

By Rabbi Josh Weisman, Rab 18, MAJS 18
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Rabbi at Kavanah Cooperative in Seattle, WA

While talking with a couple of other dads from my community, we found ourselves commiserating about
how much more we wanted to be involved in work for social change. The reason we couldn’t do so, we
all agreed, was parenting. None of us complained about time spent with family — we were happily

gathered with our toddlers and spouses at a Hanukkah get together — but we wished we could do both.

The conversation struck a deep chord in me. How many times have | felt a fire in the belly to do
something about yet another injustice and instead had to take a deep breath and set it aside for
another round of dishes? Even for those of us who are fortunate enough to have jobs that allow us some
opportunity to pursue social change, there’s a desire to do more because the needs are so vast.

All our roles in the private sphere — not just parenting young children but all family obligations - can
feel like not only like obstacles to engaging in the public sphere, but so distant and irrelevant. Our
private lives are filled with the joys and challenges of relating to those in our inner circle, while public
action requires relating to people whom we usually don’t even know.

Annual Lecture on Jewish Genealogy with Rebecca Kobrin

"Credit to the Nation: East European Jewish Immigrant Bankers, Mass Migration and American Finance”
Co-sponsored by Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston and Hebrew College

Dec. 16 | 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. | Free

Hebrew College | Learn more

Early Registration for Eser 2019: 10 Millennial Updates to Jewish Living
Early registration ends December 10.
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Classes begin March 4, 5, 6 and 7, 2019 in

Brookline, Brighton, Downtown Boston, Jamaica Plain, Newton, Sharon, and Somerville
$65 (before Dec. 10) | $95 after Dec. 10

Register

Jewish Genealogy: Discover Your Family History

Sponsored by the Jewish Genealogical Society of Greater Boston
Eight Wednesdays, March 6- May 8, 2019

7-9:30 p.m.

Hebrew College

Register

00LE

Hebrew College | 160 Herrick Road | Newton Cent re, MA 02459
617.559.8600 | www.hebrewcollege.edu
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