
 PARAPHRASE 
 READING TOWARD A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 

 COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 The Biblearc Paraphrase course will help students improve their personal study of 
 Scripture by developing skills in careful reading, discerning the main point, creating an 
 outline, and writing a summary and paraphrase. The course will acquaint students with a 
 variety of tools and methods involved in each discipline and will provide guided practice 
 aimed at honing these skills. As paraphrasing is itself a tool for (and a test of) 
 understanding, the ultimate aim is that students grow in the sound handling of Scripture. 
 This means study rooted in prayerful meditation, leading to an accurate understanding, 
 which then stirs a heartfelt treasuring, which prompts an eager obedience to the Word of 
 God. 

 PREREQUISITES 
 None. As a course among the “first steps” of Biblearc’s Path Courses, the Paraphrase 
 Course will not require a prior knowledge of arcing/bracketing, although there may well 
 be students whose experience in arcing has stirred an interest in paraphrasing. Neither 
 will it require an in-depth knowledge of grammar terminology or rules. 

 WORKLOAD 
 This course is composed of ten lessons, with each lesson ending in an assignment. 
 Students are invited to progress at their own pace. Your coach will inquire as to your 
 intended pace shortly after you begin and help keep you accountable to stay on 
 schedule. 



 ASSESSMENT 
 Path courses all end with an assessment to determine your grasp of the skills learned 
 and material covered. Successfully passing an assessment requires a high degree of 
 understanding and is meant to serve as a motivation to take your study seriously as well 
 as a catalyst to improve the standard of Bible study in the Biblearc community. 

 Students who successfully complete the course and pass the assessment will earn 
 Biblearc’s Paraphrase Certificate  . 

 If you do not pass an assessment, you may retry after one week’s time. 

 COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 Time Estimates:  The course requires students to complete  two tasks for each lesson: 

 1.  Read the lesson content (about 1.5 hours) 
 2.  Complete the assignment(s) (about 1 hours) 

 The total amount of hours to finish Paraphrase, therefore, is 25 hours. 

 Assignments:  These allow students to apply the principles  they learn. 

 Assessment:  At the end of the course, students will  take a one-hour comprehensive 
 assessment. 

 COURSE OUTLINE 
 1.  A View to the Whole: Reading and Outlining 
 2.  Learning to Slow Down: Making Observations, Comparing Versions 
 3.  Pressing in Deeper: Author’s Tone, Probing Questions and Restating 
 4.  Links in a Chain: Connecting the Parts 
 5.  Don’t Miss It: Identifying the Main and Supporting Ideas 
 6.  Expansion and Contraction: The Art of Summarizing 
 7.  Avoiding the Pitfalls 
 8.  What about…? Dealing with Special Cases 
 9.  Takeaways: Discerning the Key Teaching Points 
 10.  Putting It All Together 


