
Interpretation
Seeking a Biblical Hermeneutic

Course Objective: To learn how to read the Bible as the Bible itself demands to be read.

Course Description:

Books and courses on interpreting the Bible abound in our day. What makes this course
unique?

Answer: Our instructor is the Scripture itself.

In this course, you will learn how to read the Bible as the Bible itself demands to be read.
In other words, this course will teach you to derive your hermeneutic of the Bible from
the Bible, discovering the interpretive principles that the Bible itself sets forth—all that we
might know God’s glory in Christ more as we allow the Word of God to be both our
teacher and our textbook.

Course Format:

Interpretation: Seeking a Biblical Hermeneutic is a live course. Each week, students will
read through one lesson, meet together in a virtual classroom via Zoom, and complete
an assignment. Students who enroll should expect to attend virtual classes and
complete each lesson and assignment on time.

During the live class time, a teacher will teach new content based on that week's lesson,
facilitate group discussions, and lead students through class projects that apply the skills
and knowledge taught by the lesson. Students will also be able to sign up for one-on-one
coaching times with the teacher.

The course requires about five hours per week from students. This includes reading the
lesson, participating in the live class time, and completing the assignment.

Course Requirements:

Weekly Requirements: The course requires students to complete three* tasks each
week:

1. Read the lesson content (about two hours)
2. Participate in the live class (about 1.5 hours)
3. Complete the assignment (about one hour)

*Some weeks also contain an optional resource for students to watch or listen



Assignments: Weekly assignments allow students to apply the interpretative principles
they learn. Each assignment involves two steps:

1. Interpretive Principles List: Throughout the course, students will compile and
organize a list of the interpretive principles taught in each lesson. The list should
define the principle(s) and cite Scripture texts that support the principle(s).
Students will submit this list each week in the weekly assignment.

2. Applying the Principles: Students will choose one text from the options below.
Each week students will apply the principles learned to interpret their chosen text.

a. Option 1: Deuteronomy 6:20–25
b. Option 2: Ruth 1:1–5
c. Option 3: Mark 4:35–41
d. Option 4: Colossians 3:5–11

Assessment: During the final week of the course, students will prepare for the
assessment The teacher will assign each student a specific Bible passage. During the
one hour assessment, students will answer questions that lead them to apply the
principles learned in the course to interpret that passage.

Certificate: Students who successfully complete the course and pass the assessment
will earn Biblearc’s Interpretation Certificate.

Course Schedule:

The course kicks off May 20th and 21st with live class times. Following this kick-off, the
weekly schedule will be as follows:

Sunday–Thursday // Read the lesson content (about two hours)

Thursday at 8pm ET or Friday at 1pm ET // Participate in the live class (about

1.5 hours)

Friday–Saturday // Complete the assignment (about one hour)

Students can sign up for one of the two class times upon enrollment. Assignments are
due by Saturday at 11:59 pm ET.

Dates Lesson Prep Work (to be
completed before
class)

Class Time (in
eastern time)

Assignment(s)

5/20–5/22 Course Kick-off (1) Read course
syllabus

(2) Answer the
following question in
one paragraph: How

Class A: May
20th at 8 pm

Class B: May
21st at 1 pm

Watch “Subtle
Ways to
Abandon the
Authority of
Scripture” by DA
Carson and

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdfZV0iNHGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdfZV0iNHGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdfZV0iNHGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdfZV0iNHGw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YdfZV0iNHGw


do we interpret the
Bible rightly?

answer
questions

5/23–5/29 Lesson 1:
Laying the
Foundation

Lesson 1 content and
questions

Class A: May
27th at 8 pm

Class B: May
28th at 1 pm

Assignment 1

5/30–6/5 Lesson 2:
Interpretation
is Moral

Lesson 2 content and
questions

Class A: June
3rd at 8 pm

Class B: June
4th at 1 pm

Assignment 2;

Listen* to “How
Do I Test My
Interpretation of
the Bible” by
John Piper

6/6–6/12 Lesson 3:
Seeking a
Biblical
Hermeneutic

Lesson 3 content and
questions

Class A: June
10th at 8 pm

Class B: June
11th at 1 pm

Assignment 3

6/13–6/19 Lesson 4:
Understanding
the Context

Lesson 4 content and
questions

Class A: June
17th at 8 pm

Class B: June
18th at 1 pm

Assignment 4;

Listen* to “The
Key to Proper
Bible
Interpretation” by
H.B. Charles, Jr.

6/20–6/26 Lesson 5:
Literary
Genres

Lesson 5 content and
questions

Class A: June
24th at 8 pm

Class B: June
25th at 1 pm

Assignment 5

6/27–7/3 Lesson 6:
Using the Four
Branches of
Theology

Lesson 6 content and
questions

Class A: July 1st
at 8 pm

Class B: July
2nd at 1 pm

Assignment 6

7/4–7/10 Lesson 7:
Christ as the
Key to
Interpretation

Lesson 7 content and
questions

Class A: July 8th
at 8 pm

Class B: July 9th
at 1 pm

Assignment 7

7/11–7/17 Lesson 8: The
Right Use of

Lesson 8 content and
questions

Class A: July
15th at 8 pm

Assignment 8

https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-test-my-interpretations-of-the-bible
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-test-my-interpretations-of-the-bible
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-test-my-interpretations-of-the-bible
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-test-my-interpretations-of-the-bible
https://hbcharlesjr.com/resource-library/podcast/024-the-key-to-proper-bible-interpretation/
https://hbcharlesjr.com/resource-library/podcast/024-the-key-to-proper-bible-interpretation/
https://hbcharlesjr.com/resource-library/podcast/024-the-key-to-proper-bible-interpretation/
https://hbcharlesjr.com/resource-library/podcast/024-the-key-to-proper-bible-interpretation/


Scripture
Class B: July
16th at 1 pm

7/18–7/24 Lesson 9: The
Heart of
Interpretation

Lesson 9 content and
questions

Class A: July
22nd at 8 pm

Class B: July
23rd at 1 pm

Assignment 9;

Listen* to the
interview “What
Africa and the
West Can Give
Each Other”
between Colin
Hansen and
Conrad Mbewe*

7/25–7/31 Lesson 10:
Tools for
Interpretation

Lesson 10 content
and questions

Class A: July
29th at 8 pm

Class B: July
30th at 1 pm

Assignment 10

8/1–8/7 Assessment Prepare for the
assessment

None Submit the
assessment by
August 7th at
11:59 pm

*Watching or listening to these resources is optional.

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/gospelbound/africa-west-each-other/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/gospelbound/africa-west-each-other/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/gospelbound/africa-west-each-other/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/podcasts/gospelbound/africa-west-each-other/

