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“Gone Fishin”
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  Lesson 2
  

Notes:

“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 
them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” 
So they went out and got into the boat, 
but that night they caught nothing.”

John 21:3

Individual Study Introduction

After listening to the audio segment, use the following questions as your 
time allows. You may want to record your answers or jot down thoughts 
and notes in a personal journal. You may also want to use your journal as 
a record of your prayer time with God. Write out your prayer or simply 
record your requests and the areas of your life you are releasing to God. This 
written record will help you to watch God’s movement in your life. You’ll 
see more clearly the ways God is giving you “strength for the journey”!

Getting Started:

Joe Stowell observes that aromas have a way of bringing back memories—
for example, recognizing that someone is wearing the perfume your mother 
wore when you used to hug her skirt.

 •  What are some memories that come back to you via your sense of  
                  smell? 

 •  Joe points out that the only other instance of a charcoal fire in the  
                 New Testament, besides this story, is in the courtyard where Peter  
                 warmed himself and denied the Lord. How is that significant to         
                 this story? 

Strength through Scripture:

Read John 21:1-17. 

1. Joe states that Peter and the other disciples were likely distracted by the 
fact that Judas had absconded with the treasury and they were flat broke. If 
they had decided to go back to their occupation as fishermen, how would 
they have felt after catching no fish on the first day of their new business 
venture?

2. If you had been one of these fishermen, how would you have felt when 
some guy on the shore yelled, “Throw your net on the other side of the 
boat”?
heaven?
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3. In what way was this miracle of a great catch of fish “déjà vu all over 
again” for Peter? How was Jesus reminding Peter of his calling and mission 
through it?

4. If you were Peter, how would you have felt about being asked those three 
questions?

5. How does it make you feel to know that Jesus said, in essence, “I know 
that you failed, Peter, but I desperately need you”?

Digging Deeper:

If you have enough time, answer one or more of these optional 
questions. But be sure to save time for the final two sections.

1. What does Joe mean when he says that if you bail on Jesus, going 
off mission and off calling because you think there’s something 
better out there, you will fish all night and in the end you will have 
caught nothing?

2. What does Joe mean when he says, “You’ve heard of the Last 
Supper. This is the Last Breakfast—and it’s almost as important”?
                                                                                    
3. Why does Joe doubt that when Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love Me 
more than these?” that He actually meant, “Do you love Me more 
than these other disciples love Me?”

Strength through Reflection:

1. Do you remember the time when Christ was so worthy and compelling to 
you? How much has that enthusiasm faded? Do you need to go back to the 
moment of your calling? 

2. What are the “fish” in your life that draw you off mission or keep you 
from getting on mission? 
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Strength through Prayer:

Spend a few moments in prayer. Thank God for this dramatic example of 
how Jesus will provide for us when we stay on mission.

You may want to begin your prayer with these words:

“Thank You, Lord, for showing up on the beach of Peter’s life and calling 
him back to You. Thank You for this illustration of how You not only provide 
for us, but provide for us so generously and abundantly. I want to love You 
more than the ‘fish’ in my life; I want to love You more than anything. I 
don’t want anything to keep me from my calling and mission. I will not bail 
on You, Jesus. I will follow You and, like You, invest myself in the eternal 
business of people.”

Closing Call to Action:

Jesus pushes aside our credentials and titles and goes right for our 
heart. Does He see a wide-open door with a heart that beats with a 
passion that’s His passion? Or is there a sign swinging on the door of 
your heart that says, “Gone fishin’”?

You need to hear Jesus asking you, “Do you love Me more than 
these?”

What are the “these” in your life? What are the “fish” in your life? 
What is it that takes you off mission? Do you love your dreams? Do 
you love some sin habit? Do you love an attitude? Do you love not 
forgiving someone who has hurt you? Do you love money?

Would you be willing, now that Jesus has shown up on the beach 
of your heart, to say to Jesus today, “I love You more than these. 
Whatever You call me to do, whatever You want me to do, I will 
do—not out of duty, but because I love You, because I love you more 
than these”?
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