SYLLABUS

START ASL 1 ONLINE

Welcome to the Start ASL 1 Online Course! We're so happy you've decided to learn ASL and we can't
wait to help you along your journey.

This course is an online independent study course guided by an instructor. All of the lessons, activities,
quizzes, and assignments take place in the online classroom at https://www.startasl.com. In order to be
considered a student of this class and receive the benefits herein, you must sign up for our official course,
which can be found at http://online.startasl.com.

INSTRUCTOR EMAIL: instructor@startasl.com

COURSE OVERVIEW

This course aims to provide students with the ability to begin to acquire proficiency in American Sign
Language using a comprehensive, systematic approach. Students will be completing lessons covering
fingerspelling, numbers, the five sign parameters, word order, sentences types, pronouns and indexing,
verbs, and identifying people. Students will also be learning over 500 vocabulary words as well as
learning about Deaf culture and Deaf history.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Students should leave this class with a basic understanding of American Sign Language vocabulary and
grammar and be able to introduce and conduct themselves appropriately within the Deaf community.
Students should also be able to successfully discuss information about their family and friends, home,
hobbies, school, routine, career, feelings, and travel arrangements as well as time, weather, people, and
more.

TEXTS

1. Jay, Michelle. Don’t Just “Sign”... Communicate! A Student’s Guide to ASL and the Deaf
Community. 2011. [ASLDC]

2. Jay, Michelle. Don’t Just “Sign”... Communicate! A Student’s Guide to Mastering ASL Grammar.
2011. [MASLG]

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Your final course grade will be based on your average percentage grade for the course quizzes and
assignments.

READING ASSIGNMENTS: This course includes reading assignments and quizzes from the texts
listed above. The assignments can be found on the syllabus schedule below using the abbreviations
ASLDC and MASLG as noted above. We recommend starting the readings for each Reading Assignment
at the beginning of each week so you will be prepared to complete the quiz and move on when you reach
it at the end of the week.

QUIZZES: There are 36 quizzes throughout the course to practice what you have learned and test your
knowledge. You may take a quiz up to 5 times to improve your grade.

DEAF EVENTS: Attending Deaf events is a very important part of learning ASL. You will be attending at

least 3 Deaf events during the course of this class and writing one paper for each to share your
experiences.
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RESEARCH PAPER: You will be responsible for writing a research paper for this class. Papers must be
more than 500 words on an appropriate ASL or Deaf-related topic. Make sure to complete your Reading
Assignments so that you will know what would be an appropriate topic. For example, a topic about curing
deafness would be inappropriate. If you use any quotes or ideas from any resources, they must be cited
at the end of your paper. Papers will be checked for plagiarism and will result in a 0 grade if not cited

properly.

EXPRESSION VIDEO FINAL: At the end of the course, you will be tested on your signing ability by
submitting a Youtube link to a video of yourself signing the assignment or by submitting a written gloss of
your signs.

We reserve the right to make any changes to accommodate class progress.

EXPECTATIONS FROM STUDENT

Since this is an independent study course, self-discipline is crucial for success. To get the most out of this
class, we recommend taking the time to truly learn and internalize each lesson. Don’t rush through it. This
means that when you learn vocabulary, take advantage of our vocabulary study books to better retain
what you are learning. Try to get to the point where you can look at the list and know how to sign every
word without watching the videos before moving on. This also means that when you learn a certain
concept, strive to practice when away from your device. Find a study partner or someone with whom you
can regularly sign. Practice, practice, practice! That is the best way to truly learn this language and to
become proficient more quickly.

GENERAL POLICIES

COURSE DOWNLOADS
If you have any downloads included with your course enrollment, be sure to visit your My Account page to
download your files.

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION
Be sure to only submit full and complete assignments to the best of your ability or your points may be
revoked and you may not be able to earn them again.

QUESTIONS FOR THE INSTRUCTOR

If you are signed up for a course level that includes instructor support, the best way to contact the
instructor is to send an email to the instructor email shown above. Be sure to send your email from the
email address you used to sign up for the course. We're happy to help!

RESEARCH PAPER POSTING

Student research papers are often posted on the website to share with other students. If you do not wish
to have your name published with your paper, please submit your paper with ANONYMOUS typed clearly
at the top of your paper.

COURSE SUBSCRIPTION

If you are subscribed to our monthly course subscription, please keep in mind that your subscription will
persist even after you complete the course. When you have completed the course and wish to cancel
your subscription, you can do so by logging in and going to My Account > Subscriptions > View > Cancel.
If you are signed up for our year-access course, your subscription will automatically expire at the end of
the term and you will not be charged again.
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ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE

Below you will find our interactive course schedule and gradebook. Click on each lesson and assignment name to be
taken to those sections in the online classroom. The weeks that are shown are suggested in order to complete the
course within a college semester. To complete the course within a high school year, we recommend allotting two
weeks to complete each suggested week. You can also customize the weeks to suit your needs. Use the checkboxes
to keep track of what lessons you have completed and enter your percentage grades for your quizzes and
assignments to calculate your final grade at the bottom. (Note: Make sure to open this file in the Adobe Reader
program on your computer, not in your browser, for the calculation to work)

WK UNIT LESSON READING ASSIGNMENT % GRADE

1 Intro Introduction

2

To Do: Introduce Yourself
Unit 1 Unit 1 Vocabulary

Conversation
Fingerspelling
. . ASLDC pp. 15-39 . .
. gl
Reading Assignment 1.1 MASLG pp. 15-33 Reading 1.1 Quiz

2 Unit 2 Unit 2 Vocabulary
Conversation Practice

Numbers 1-10 Numbers 2.1 Quiz
Fingerspelling Fingerspelling 2.2 Quiz
Reading Assignment 1.2 '3?_']?2 pp. 41-63, Reading 1.2 Quiz

3 Unit 3 Unit 3 Vocabulary
Conversation
Comprehension Comprehension 3.1 Quiz

Five Sign Parameters

4 Unit 4 Unit 4 Vocabulary

Conversation Practice
Five Sign Parameters

Five Parameters 4.1 Quiz

Cont.
Deaf Event #1 Deaf Event #1 Paper
Reading Assignment 1.3 MASLG pp. 59-69 Reading 1.3 Quiz
5 Unit5 | Unit 5 Vocabulary
Conversation
Word Order Word Order 5.1 Quiz
Numbers 11-20 Numbers 5.2 Quiz
Fingerspelling Fingerspelling 5.3 Quiz
6 Vocabulary Quiz Vocab Quiz — Units 1-5

Reading Assignment 1.4 MASLG pp. 89-93 Reading 1.4 Quiz
7 Unit6 | Unit 6 Vocabulary
Conversation Practice

Sentence Types

Sentence Types:
Questions

Sentence Types: .
Declarative Sentences Statements 6.2 Quiz

8 Comprehension Comprehension 6.3 Quiz

Questions 6.1 Quiz

O O | OO oo o o o oo oy O O Oy OOy oy o o oy o O oo oy oy o oy oy oy oy
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Writing Assignment Research Paper ]

Reading Assignment 1.5 ASLDC pp. 65-73 Reading 1.5 Quiz ]

9 Unit 7 | Unit 7 Vocabulary ]
Conversation O

Pronouns and Indexing [l

Numbers 21-30 Numbers 7.1 Quiz |

Comprehension Comprehension 7.2 Quiz |

Deaf Event #2 Deaf Event #2 Paper ]

10 Unit 8 | Unit 8 Vocabulary ]
Conversation Practice ]

Directional Verbs ]

Gender Signs Pronouns and Gender 8.1 Quiz I:l

ggﬁﬂ;?ﬂ;&ur Non- Indexing 8.2 Quiz O

,\N/Iﬂmbgss c—)f21-g|glt1?nd Numbers 8.3 Quiz O

1 Comprehension Comprehension 8.4 Quiz ]
Reading Assignment 1.6 MASLG pp. 102-112 | Reading 1.6 Quiz [l

Unit9 | Unit 9 Vocabulary Ol
Conversation O

Verbs Verbs 9.1 Quiz O

Reading Assignment 1.7 MASLG pp. 78-80 Reading 1.7 Quiz ]

12 Unit 10 | Unit 10 Vocabulary ]
Conversation Practice ]

Negation ]

Fingerspelling Fingerspelling 10.1 Quiz ]

13 Vocabulary Quiz Vocab Quiz — Units 6-10 ]
Deaf Event #3 Deaf Event #3 Paper O

Reading Assignment 1.8 MASLG pp. 101 Reading 1.8 Quiz [l

Unit 11 | Conversation L]
Identifying People Identifying People 11.1 Quiz O

14 Numbers 100 and Above Numbers 11.2 Quiz ]
Comprehension Comprehension 11.3 Quiz ]

Unit 12 | Unit 12 Vocabulary ]
Conversation Practice ]

More Numbers O

Reading Assignment 1.9 Qilé?g FI)DFL; ;g'_ig Reading 1.9 Quiz O

15 Unit 13 | Vocabulary Final Quiz Vocab Cumulative Final ]
Numbers Final Quiz Numbers Final ]

Comprehension Final Quiz Comprehension Final ]

Expression Final Quiz Expression Final Video ]

Reading Assignment 1.10 ASLDC pp. 115-135 | Reading 1.10 Quiz [l

This schedule is tentative and is subject to change at any time.
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