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BEFORE YOU BEGIN

1.

)

Thunderbolt™& USB

Congratulations on your purchase! We'd like to turn your attention to the following:

Since its release in 2015, Orion Studio has become one of the biggest stars in the Antelope
Audio line of Thunderbolt™ & USB audio interfaces. And now we made it even better. With
12 Class-A Mic Pres, it’s the one and only interface you'll need to record a full band. For
2017, Orion Studio got brand new AD converters, raising its dynamic range to an industry-
best 124 dB and features superior low latency performance. Now coming in a gorgeous
carbon grey faceplate, Orion Studio has a ton of new features inside its powerful Control
Panel application and FPGA FX engine.

Just like Orion Studio Rev. 2017 and Goliath, Orion Studio features the full array of real-
time FPGA powered effects. This best-selling interface is also powered by our very own,
world-renowned 4th-generation 64-bit Acoustically Focused Clocking (AFC) technology.

As with all Antelope Audio interfaces, the software Control Panel is the “mediator” between
the Orion Studio Rev. 2017 and your preferred DAW. To take complete advantage of the
unit’s capabilities, you are meant to handle tasks like gain adjustments, signal routing,
effects processing, initial mixing and metering from the Control Panel. The resulting audio
is routed into your DAW for recording in formats of your choice, such as multi-track, stem,
and two-channel stereo.

Depending on your experience, you might find this approach different from what you are
used to. Perhaps the most familiar workflow for the modern recordist involves treating the
audio interface like a box which brings audio in and out of your computer, with the rest of
the session taking place in your DAW. It is possible to use the Orion Studio Rev. 2017 in
this manner, relying on the front panel display and controls for monitoring, gain control and
setup while using the DAW for recording, mixing and mastering.

However, the only way to use FPGA effects as inserts (plug-ins) in your DAW is by
purchasing the Antelope Audio AFX2DAW plug-in. Think of it as a hardware-to-software
“bridge” that turns our hardware-processed, low-latency effects into typical software
plug-ins applied to your audio tracks. At the time of writing, AFX2DAW is only available for
Mac users over Thunderbolt™. AFX2DAW for Windows is currently in development. Click
here to learn more.

After the initial setup, it is also possible to use Orion Studio Rev. 2017 without a computer
connection. In this case, the unit functions as a digital mixer operated from the front panel
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controls. The last known signal routing configuration from the software Control Panel is
applied.

Regardless of your preference, we encourage you to familiarize yourself with the software
Control Panel, particularly the ‘Routing’ and ‘Effects’ tabs, before you begin working. This
way, you can overcome potential stumbling blocks for users new to Antelope Audio
products. For example, almost any issue concerning recording and playing back audio (on
the interface’s side) can be resolved with the correct signal routing.

Should you ever find yourself struggling, do not hesitate to contact our Customer
Support team over phone, live chat and our ticket system. You can also visit Antelope
Audio on YouTube and explore our video tutorials or join the Antelope Audio

Users Facebook group and ask for advice. The Knowledge Base is also a good source of
information.

Best wishes,

Team Antelope

MANDATORY ONLINE ACTIVATION

Please note that the mandatory device activation procedure requires an active Internet

connection on your computer. Activating an Antelope device offline is not possible.

SETTING UP

Once the unit is connected to a DC power source and your computer is switched on:

1. Connect a USB 2.0 Type-B or Thunderbolt™ cable to the corresponding ports on the
Orion Studio Rev. 2017 and your computer.

Notes:

f  The unit will automatically detect the connection type upon the initial startup, but
not on subsequent starts. Manually set the connection type from ‘Comms.
Interface’ in the System Menu every time you switch between Thunderbolt™ and
USB connections.

1 USB 2 connection supports up to 24 1/0 audio channels. Thunderbolt™ connection
supports up to 32 1/0 audio channels.

f  Thunderbolt™ 3 connections require a third-party TB3 to Legacy TB adapter and
corresponding cables.

2. Visit www.antelopeaudio.com and log-in or create a customer account (if you don't
have one).

3. Download and install the latest Antelope Audio Launcher and Driver for your operating

system (Windows 10 / macOS 10.11 or later) from the ‘Downloads’ section of the Orion
Studio Rev. 2017 website.
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Note: For Thunderbolt™ connection on Windows, download and install the latest Antelope
Audio Windows Thunderbolt™ driver.

4. Open Antelope Launcher and update your Orion Studio Rev. 2017 to the latest firmware
and Control Panel versions. If you are not sure how to do this, please read the 'Antelope
Launcher' chapter.

Note: If your device isn’t recognized by Antelope Launcher or the operating system, read
this.

5. Start the Orion Studio Rev. 2017 Control Panel from the Antelope Launcher and follow
the device activation procedure.

Note: Bypass any security prompts from your operating system, e.g. Windows Defender
Firewall and macOS alerts.

6. Connect your analog and digital equipment of choice to the Orion Studio Rev. 2017.
7. Launch your preferred DAW and:
. Choose the Orion Studio Rev. 2017 as your main input and output device.
 Make sure your DAW and operating system sample rates match the device sample
rate.

Need any help?

Visit the Antelope Audio Customer Support page, choose your device and go from there.
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Configuring for Windows 10

Windows 10 needs a few tweaks to get everything up and running:

1. Enter the ‘Sounds’ options window from the Control Panel or right-click the speaker icon

in the system tray and choose ‘Open Sound settings’.

2. Make sure the Orion Studio Rev. 2017 is chosen under 'Output’ and 'Input’.

Next, click 'Device Properties' under 'Output’. Then, click 'Additional Device Properties'.

3. Enter the ‘Supported Formats’ tab and place checkmarks next to all the available

sample rates.

4. Enter the ‘Enhancements’ tab and disable all enhancements.

5. Enter the ‘Advanced’ tab and choose any of the available “2 channel, 24-bit” modes

from the drop-down menu. Click ‘OK’ to close the window.
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