As I indicated, I am new to blogging, but am excited to learn more so that we
can share our enthusiasm for horses. I hope you are too.
I have sent you the information on how to access the blog I made for you, and
the minimum requirements for blog entries. (These are also on the blogs,
and the Moodle page). However, I have not given much guidance in the “howto” department. For more help, read through this explanation and refer to the
“screenshots”.

How to start:
Use the username and password I sent you in my introductory email to access
blogs.
To start it would be a good idea to go to the “Kerpan’s Course Corral” Blog
site and check out the “about” tab and then the “module 1” tab that can be
found across the top of the home page.
You can access information on the “Kerpan’s Course Corral” blog, but do not
post there unless prompted to comment. For example, there is info and
instructions on each of the tabs across the top of the page, but make all posts
on your own blog.

You can add a post on your blog by clicking on the +New at the top left.

Posting for Self Assessment
You need to post at the beginning and end of each module as a form of self
assessment. You could title these posts clearly to differentiate them from
others you may choose to include (see rubric).
For example, “Pre Module 1 Self Assessment” “Post Module 1 Self Assessment”
This could be an example of a Pre Module Post.

For the post self-assessment you would want to take into consideration the
questions that are on the main page under the Module Tab.

Check out the rubric posted there as well.

Posting to Another Student’s Blog for Networking
In order to use this tool as a way to communicate with and
learn from each other you also need to comment on at least
one other student’s blog.
When you comment on their blog, you must also copy the url
of that comment and paste it as a post on your own blog so
that I have a record of it that I can access efficiently. It is
similar to citing your reference.
I will explain further.
Student blogs are listed down the right side of the class page.
In order to comment on another student’s post, click on their
blog, then click on the title of the post you want to comment
on (in the example that would be “About Me”)
A box will appear that says “Leave a Reply”. Type your
comment in (respectfully) and hit “Post Comment”. (The
student may need to approve your postings.)

Copying Your Comment Post to Your Own Blog
Go to the top of the web page you are commenting on and copy the url of your
comment and then go back to your own blog and paste the url as proof that
you did this.
http://sarai2015.edublogs.org/2015/02/02/about-me/#comment-2
You could title your post “Required comment for Module 1”

This way all of your work is in one place and I don’t have to search everyone’s
blog to see that you posted on someone’s. This will allow me a clear, organized
way to assess that you have met the minimum requirements for your blog.
It would also be a good idea to keep a list of the student blogs that you have
added a comment post to.
NOTE:
I did mention that you can personalize the “theme” or overall look of your
page and add pictures, links etc. You do not have to do this, so I won’t go into
detail about how to do this. You can use the support on the site or You Tube
information if you wish.

