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SHORT SYNOPSIS 
Ang Lee’s timeless masterpiece, CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON returns to 
movie theaters everywhere in the U.S. and Canada in a stunning 4k restoration on 
February 17th. Named one of the 10 best movies of the millennium by Time 
Magazine, Ang Lee’s four-time Academy Award®-winning masterpiece is returning 
to the big screen. More than a breathtaking martial arts film, CROUCHING TIGER, 
HIDDEN DRAGON is a tragic romance and a touchstone of female empowerment. 

Two master warriors (Chow Yun Fat and Michelle Yeoh) are faced with their 
greatest challenge when the treasured Green Destiny sword is stolen. A young 
aristocrat (Zhang Ziyi) prepares for an arranged marriage, but soon reveals her 
superior fighting talents and her deeply romantic past. As each warrior battles for 
justice, they come face to face with their worst enemy- and the inescapable, 
enduring power of love. Set against 19th-century China’s breathtaking landscape, 
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON is the action-packed, box office smash from 
acclaimed director Ang Lee featuring stunning martial arts choreography by Yuen 
Wo Ping. 

LONG SYNOPSIS 
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon” is an epic love story set against the breathtaking 
landscapes of ancient China. 

The handsome and powerful Li Mu Bai (Chow Yun Fat), considered one of the 
greatest martial artists if his time, arrives at the Yuan Security Compound, run by 
his longtime friend Yu Shu Lien (Michelle Yeoh). The romantic sparks and history 
between the two are immediately evident. 

Li asks Shu Lien, who is on her way to Beijing, to give his sword (the legendary 
Green Destiny) to Sir Te (Lung Sihung), a respected leader who was a friend of Shu 
Lien’s father. Shu Lien is reluctant to take the sword until Li explains that he is 
giving away the Green Destiny because, after years of fighting he wants to follow a 
new path in life. 

Shu Lien tries to persuade Li to join her on her trip to Beijing and present the 
sword to Sir Te himself. But Li tells her that he is on his way to Wudan Mountain 
(the training ground for the most skilled warriors) to pay his respects to his late 
Master, who years ago was poisoned by a notorious female criminal, Jade Fox. He 
agrees to do his best to meet her later in Beijing. 

When Shu Lien presents the sword to Sir Te he is reluctant to take it, agreeing only 
to “act as the sword’s custodian” and says that Li can reclaim it anytime. 



At the home of Sir Te, Shu Lien meets Jen (Zhang Ziyi), the beautiful young 
daughter of Governor Yu (Li Fa Zeng), a prominent political figure. Jen, seemingly 
naïve and innocent, quickly endears herself to Shu Lien. Jen is apprehensive about 
her upcoming arranged 

marriage and speaks longingly of the freedom of being a fighter, probing Shu Lien 
with questions about Giang Hu (martial arts life). 

That night the Green Destiny is stolen by a masked thief. Sir Te’s chief security 
officer Bo (Gao Cian) and Shu Lien, both skilled fighters, try in vain to stop the 
thief. 

The news of the theft of the Green Destiny quickly spreads throughout the city and, 
as the investigation gets under way, suspicion is cast in many directions. Bo 
announces that he tracked the thief back to Governor Yu’s compound. Police 
Inspector Tsai (Wang De Ming) and his daughter May (Li Li), a team of skilled 
martial artists from the countryside, claim that the thief is none other than Jade 
Fox, who also killed Tsai’s wife. But Shu Lien has her own suspicions, which she is 
reluctant to share with the others until she can investigate further. 

Shu Lien goes to Governor Yu’s compound to visit Jen. Jen, who is still 
apprehensive about her impending marriage, tells Shu Lien that she wishes she 
could live the Giang Hu life and enjoy the freedom of Shu Lien and Li Mu Bai. Shu 
Lien tries to quell Jen’s schoolgirl fantasies by telling her the reality of her 
relationship with Li – Shu Lien was once engaged to another man, who was a 
brother by oath to Li Mu Bai. After her fiancé was killed defending Li in battle, Li 
and Shu Lien grew closer and wanted to be together, but they could not dishonor 
her fiancé’s memory. Shu Lien explains that, even though she lives the Giang Hu 
life, as a woman she still has to abide by tradition. As Shu Lien leaves the Yu 
compound, she is watched by Jen’s sinister governess. 

Later that day, Li Mu Bai arrives in Beijing and is quickly swept up in the search 
for the Green Destiny and his mission to avenge the death of his Master by killing 
Jade Fox. 

Jade Fox (Cheng Pei Pei) arranges a meeting with Tsai and May to settle their feud 
once and for all. Security officer Bo, who has developed a fondness for May, insists 
on accompanying them. At their meeting, Jade Fox reveals her true identity: since 
her murder of Li’s Master, she has taken cover as Jen Yu’s governess. 

A fierce battle ensues between Jade Fox and her adversaries. Tsai, May and Bo fight 
skillfully but are only able to keep her at bay until Li Mu Bai arrives. Li is a bout to 
defeat Jade Fox when the masked thief appears to assist her, with the Green 
Destiny in hand. Jade Fox kills Tsai and escapes with her masked accomplice. 



The following day, Shu Lien asks Sir Te to invite Jen Yu and her mother to his home 
for tea, so she can investigate her suspicions about the identity of the masked 
thief. Shu Lien tells Jen and Madam Yu (Hai Yan) of Jade Fox’s villainous acts and 
hints that if the Green Destiny is returned the thief will not be persecuted, all the 
time watching Jen’s reactions. 

That night, the masked thief creeps into Te’s study to return the Green Destiny, but 
is intercepted by Li Mu Bai. They begin to fight. The masked thief is skilled but 
doesn’t have the training of Li Mu Bai. He offers to take the thief to Wudan 
Mountain to train as his protégé. The thief begins to imitate Li’s graceful style but 
rebuffs his offer. 

When the thief returns to Governor Yu’s compound, she removes her mask and we 
discover her true identity: the beautiful Jen Yu. The advice of Shu Lien and Li Mu 
Bai has affected Jen. She reprimands Jade Fox, who is still acting as her governess, 
for killing Tsai and tells her to leave. 

That night, a handsome stranger sneaks into Jen’s sleeping quarters. Jen is about to 
attack when she realizes it is Lo (Chang Chen), her long lost love. 

We go back in time to a scene in the desert. A younger Jen is riding in a carriage 
with her mother, with warriors surrounding the carriage for protection. Suddenly, 
the carriage is surrounded by bandits led by Lo. Lo reaches in through the window 
of the carriage and snatches Jen’s jade comb from her hand. Without hesitation, Jen 
races after him on horseback. 

When Jen catches up with Lo, they fight until she collapses from thirst and hunger. 
She wakes in his den. He is kind and gives her food and water. But again Jen’s 
temper still rages. She hits him on the head with a rock and runs off again. Hours 
later, lost and exhausted, she collapses again. When she wakes she finds herself 
weak and dehydrated in Lo’s bed. He nurses her back to health and, when she tries 
to fight him again they fall into an embrace. 

Lo and Jen begin a passionate love affair. They live happily and freely in the desert 
for awhile. But Governor Yu’s men are looking for Jen. Lo tells her she should 
return to her parents and he will earn their respect and come for her, so they can 
be married with her parents’ blessing. 

He tells her the legend of a boy who jumped from a mountain they gaze upon, so 
that his wish would be granted. His parents were ill and he jumped to save them. 
The boy didn’t die, and wasn’t even hurt. He just floated away on the clouds, never 
to return. He knew that his wish had come true. Lo assures Jen that they will be 
together someday with the Han saying “A faithful heart makes wishes come true.” 
Jen gives Lo her Jade comb and tells him to return it to her when they are together 
again. 



In Jen’s bedroom, Lo tells her that he tried and tried to become respectable but he 
was always recognized as the bandit Dark Cloud. He begs her not to marry, and to 
return with him to the desert. Jen tells Lo to leave and never come back. Lo returns 
the jade comb to Jen and leaves. 

At Jen’s bridal procession the next morning, with throngs of onlookers gathered 
around, Lo causes a commotion shouting “Come with me to the desert! No one 
marries you but me!” Governor Yu’s security men chase after Lo, but Shu Lien steps 
in and helps him escape. 

Lo tells his story to Shu Lien and Li Mu Bai. Hearing echoes of their own thwarted 
love, they are sympathetic to Lo’s plight and offer to help. Li sends Lo to Wudan 
Mountain with an introduction and tells him to wait there for news. 

After the bridal procession, Jen disappears. And, on top of it all, the Green Destiny 
is stolen again, and Sir Te commissions Li and Shu Lien to find Jen and the sword. 

Jen travels to a nearby town with the Green Destiny, masquerading as a man. 
Intrigued by the Green Destiny, local martial arts characters challenge Jen to fight. 
She swiftly defeats them one after another. After the fight, some of the men report 
the incident to Li Mu Bai and Shu Lien. 

When Shu Lien returns to her compound to prepare to search for Jen, Jen shows up 
on her doorstep calling Shu Lien her sister and begging for guidance. Shu Lien 
comforts her and advises her to return to her parents, then decide about Lo. When 
Jen learns that Shu Lien partnered with Li Mu Bai to track her down, she becomes 
suspicious and tries to leave. Shu Lien uses every weapon in her arsenal but the 
Green Destiny is too powerful. 

As Jen is about to defeat her, Li rushes in and saves Shu Lien. As they fight, Li 
makes his offer to train Jen at Wudan again. Jen presents a challenge – if Li can 
take the sword from her in three moves, she will be his pupil. Li succeeds, but Jen 
reneges on their deal. Li throws the Green Destiny into the rushing rapids below 
and Jen dives after it. 

Jen is knocked unconscious and nearly drowns, but Jade Fox swoops in and rescues 
her. Jen awakes groggy and confused in an abandoned kiln. Jade Fox declares that 
she and Jen will stick together from now on and rule the Giang Hu world. She 
leaves Jen alone clutching the Green Destiny. When Jen wakes again she is flushed 
with fever. Li Mu Bai arrives and, realizing Jen’s been drugged, he expels the 
poison from her body. Shu Lien and Bo arrive, having tracked Jade Fox back to the 
abandoned kiln. At that moment, Li realizes they have been lured there by Jade 
Fox, who suddenly appears shooting a flurry of poison arrows. 

Li deflects most of the arrows, but one hits his neck. Li kills Jade Fox, but the 
damage has already been done. The poison is already in his bloodstream. Jen 



knows the antidote to the poison and offers to save Li as he saved her. She races to 
Shu Lien’s compound to obtain the antidote. 

Shu Lien and Li are left alone counting the minutes until Jen returns, hoping it will 
not be too late. As Li and Shut Lien wait for Jen, they are finally able to admit their 
true feelings to each other. But it is too late, and Li dies in Shu Lien’s arms. 

Jen travels to Wudan Mountain and reunites with Lo. But there is still one 
unexpected and sublime act to be played out in the epic tale of love and honor… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CAST 
 

CHOW YUN FAT as Li Mu Bai 
 

MICHELLE YEOH as Yu Shu Lien 
 

ZHANG ZIYI as Jen Yu 
 

CHANG CHEN as Lo 
 

LUNG SIHUNG as Sir Te 
 

CHENG PEI PEI as Jade Fox 
 

LI FA ZENG as Governor Yu 
GAO XIAN as Bo 

HAI YAN as Madam Yu 
WANG DEMING as Tsai 

LI LI as May 
HUANG SU YING as Auntie Wu 

ZHANG JIN TING as De Lu 
YANG RUI as Maid 

LI KAI as Gou Jun Pei 
FENG JIAN HUA as Gou Jun Sinung 

DU ZHEN XI as Shop Owner 
XU CHENG LIN & Lin Feng as Captains 

WANG WEN SHENG as Gangster A 
SONG DONG as Gangster B 

MA ZHONG XUAN as Mi Biao 
LI BAO CHENG as Fung Machete Chang 

YANG YONG DE as Monk Jing 
ZHANG SHAO JUN as Male Performer 

MA NING as Female Performer 
ZHU JIAN MIN as Waiter 

DON CHANG SHENG as Homeless Man 
SHIH YI as Waitress 
CHEN BIN as Servant 

CHANG SAO CHEN as Nightman 
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WANG DU LU 
 

Produced by  
BILL KONG and HSU LI KONG and ANG LEE 

 
Executive Producers  

JAMES SCHAMUS and DAVID LINDE 
 

Photographed by  
PETER PAU 

 
Action Choreographed by  

YUEN WO-PING 
 

Edited by  
TIM SQUYRES 

 
Production Design and Costume Design by  
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Music Composed by  
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End Title Song sung by 
 COCO LEE 
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DIRECTOR BIO 

Ang Lee was born in Pingtung County, Taiwan. The son of a high school principal 
with traditional ideas about education, Lee chose to study theater in America 
instead. He went on to get an 

M.F.A. in Film Production at NYU. In 1990, Lee made his first feature, Pushing 
Hands. His films include The Wedding Banquet (Golden Bear, Berlin Film Festival), 
Eat Drink Man Woman, Sense and Sensibility (Golden Bear), The Ice Storm, Ride 
with the Devil, Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (Oscar, Best Foreign Film), Hulk, 
Brokeback Mountain (Golden Lion, Venice Film Festival and Oscar, Best Director), 
Lust, Caution (Golden Lion), Taking Woodstock, Life of Pi (Oscar, Best Director), 
Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk, and Gemini Man. He is currently preparing Bruce 
Lee at Sony’s 3000 Pictures. He lives in New York with his wife. 

CAST BIOS 
 
 
Michelle Yeoh 
 
Michelle Yeoh is recognized as one of the greatest and most successful actresses 
from the East. Michelle has received critical acclaim for her portrayal of Evelyn 
Wang in A24’s Everything Everywhere All At Once, winning the Golden Globe for 
Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy. She has additionally 
been nominated for an Academy Award, Critics Choice Award, and SAG Award for 
Best Actress for her performance. She is currently in pre-production on Jon M. 
Chu’s WICKED as Madame Morrible for Universal Pictures and she recently 
wrapped production on Kenneth Branagh’s A Haunting in Venice. Upcoming in 
2023, she will star in Disney+’s American Born Chinese and Netflix’s The Brothers 
Sun. Recent credits include the Netflix series, The Witcher: Blood Origin, Paul 
Feig's The School For Good and Evil, CBS's Star Trek: Discovery, and Destin Daniel 
Cretton's Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings for Marvel. She is best known 
for her roles in Jon M. Chu's romantic comedy, Crazy Rich Asians, Ang 
Lee's Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 1 & 2, Rob Marshall's Memoirs of a Geisha, 
Roger Spottiswoode's Tomorrow Never Dies and Danny Boyle's Sunshine. Other 
notable performances include starring in Luc Besson's The Lady and voicing roles 
in Universal Pictures Minions: The Rise of Gru, and the Dreamworks animated 
hit, Kung Fu Panda 2. 
 
Chow Yun Fat 
 
When Chow Yun Fat was only 18 years old, he enrolled in an actor’s training course 
at TVB, Hong Kong’s most powerful television station. Within a couple of years, he 
starred in a 128 episode TV Series, “Hotel,” which made him a television star in his 



native Hong Kong. Several hit series later, he created another craze in 1981, with 
“The Bund,” a television series in which he played a gagster in 1930’s Shanghai. 
This role made him a household name in every Southeast Asian country, as well as 
China. 
 
Chow Yun Fat’s career began in 1977 but it was not until 1982, when he starred in 
Anne Hui’s “The Story of Woo Viet,” that he became recognized as a major actor 
and a movie star of the first magnitude. 
In 1985, Leung Po-Chih’s “Hong Kong 1941” won Chow Yun Fat the best actor 
award in the Asia Pacific Film Festival in Tokyo and the Golden Horse Award in 
Taiwan. In 1986 he made 12 pictures, a record for a leading actor. One of them, 
John Woo’s “A Better Tomorrow,” made cinema history when released. It broke box 
office records in every single South-East Asian country and Korea, and Chow Yun 
Fat became a superstar. This film garnered him his first Best Actor Award the Hong 
Kong Academy Awards, and more importantly, he created a phenomenon never 
seen before. 
 
“A Better Tomorrow” formed a perfect alliance between him and director John 
Woo, which resulted in subsequent hits “The Killer,” “Once A Thief,” and Ringo 
Lam’s “City on Fire,” are pinnacles of a Hong Kong movie renaissance, which 
eventually caught the eyes of Western film critics. 
In the early nineties, Chow Yun Fat Retrospectives were mounted all over the 
world, first at the Art Institute of Chicago and the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, 
then onwards to other major cities such as New York, London, and Paris. 
When “The Killer” was shown at the Sundance Film Festival in 1991 it caught the 
attention of Hollywood studios which started wooing Yun Fat. It was not until 1996 
that Yun Fat made his first American film, Antonie Fuqua’s “The Replacement 
Killer,” followed by “The Corruptors” directed by James Foley. 
 
Since CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON, Chow Yun Fat starred in 
BULLETPROOF MONK, Zhang Yimou’s CURSE OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER, and FROM 
VEGAS TO MACAU, including its sequels. 
 
Zhang Ziyi 
 
Zhang Ziyi (Jen Yu) was born in Beijing in December, 1979. She studied at the 
Beijing Dance Academy Middle School from 1990 to 1996. During the CROUCHING 
TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON era, she was student in the Acting Department of the 
Central Theatre College in Beijing. Zhang was awarded the Chinese Folk Dance 
Taoli Cup at the Fourth National Youth Dance Contest in 1994. Zhang’s first role in 
a feature film was in Zhang Yimou’s “the Road Home,” released in 2001 by Sony 
Pictures Classics.  
Zhang Ziyi has also appeared in Rush Hour 2 (2001), Hero (2002), and House of 
Flying Daggers (2004). Her most critically acclaimed works are Memoirs of a 
Geisha (2005), which earned her nominations for the Golden Globe Award for Best 
Actress – Motion Picture Drama, the BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Leading 
Role, and the Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female 
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Actor in a Leading Role; and The Grandmaster (2013). Zhang also starred in The 
Cloverfield Paradox (2018) and Godzilla: King of the Monsters (2019). 
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