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LAN YU – Synopsis 
 
 
 

Beijing, 1988. On the cusp of middle-age, Chen Handong has known little but 
success all his life. The eldest son of a senior government bureaucrat, he heads a fast-
growing trading company and plays as hard as he works. Few know that Handong’s 
tastes run more to boys than girls.  

Lan Yu is a country boy, newly arrived in Beijing to study architecture. More than 
most students, he is short of money and willing to try anything to earn some. He has run 
into Liu Zheng, who pragmatically suggests that he could prostitute himself for one night 
to a gay pool-hall and bar owner. But Handong happens to be in the pool hall that 
evening, and he nixes the deal. He takes Lan Yu home himself and gives the young man 
what turns out to be a life-changing sexual initiation.  

Handong and Lan Yu meet often, and the boy is soon very secure in his love for 
the man. But Handong insists that he wants a play-mate, not a lifelong companion, and 
warns Lan Yu that they will eventually break up. Meanwhile, he showers expensive gifts 
on Lan Yu, expecting to deflect the boy’s love by turning it into gratitude or dependency. 
Lan Yu is undeterred, until the night he catches Handong with another boy.  

They meet again on the night of June 4th, 1989. Handong goes looking for Lan 
Yu, worried that he might have been caught up in the army’s murderous sweep through 
Tiananmen Square. Handong gives Lan Yu his most lavish gifts yet – a newly built villa 
on the outskirts of Beijing and a car – and they begin living together as a couple. But 
again, Handong shies away from his feelings for the boy. He enters a whirlwind romance 
with Jingping, a professional translator who has helped his company in trade negotiations 
with Russians, and marries her. Lan Yu moves out of the village and Handong loses 
contact with him. Before long, Handong is divorced. He runs into Lan Yu by chance at 
the airport one day, and an invitation to try Lan Yu’s home cooking leads to a resumption 
of their relationship. Now, at last, Handong is learns to feel and show commitment to his 
lover – just when his company comes under investigation for smuggling and illegal fund-
raising. Handong is facing long-term imprisonment, possibly worse, but to the delight of 
his sister Yonghong and her husband Daning, he is bailed out by Lan Yu. The boy sells 
the villa and the car and pools the proceeds with his own savings –yielding enough to get 
Handong out of trouble. Finally, Handong and Lan Yu can be happy together. 

But fate can play cruel tricks. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

LAN YU – Cast and Crew 
 

 
 

HU Jun   Chen Handong 
Liu Ye    Lan Yu 
SU Jin    Jingping 
LI Huatong   Liu Zheng 
LU Fang   Yongdong, Handong’s sister 
ZHANG Yongning  Daning, her husband 
LI Shuang   Weidong, Handong’s brother 
ZHAO Minfen   Mrs. Chen, Handong’s mother 
ZHANG Fan   Jian’er, the college athlete 
 
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

Director   Stanley KWAN 
Screenplay          Jimmy NGAI 
Executive Producer            JIAN Qin 
Producer        ZHANG Yongning 
Associate Producers           YI Feng 

      ZHOU Bin 
Production Designer        William CHANG 
Cinematographer  YANG Tao 
Original Music  ZHANG Yadong 
Editor               William CHANG 
Sound Design   WANG Xueyi 
Production Company   Yongning Creation Workshop 

 
 
Based on the internet novel Beijing Story by “Beijing Comrade” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

LAN YU – Director’s Bio 
 
 
 
 
 

Stanley KWAN (in Mandarin GUAN Jinpeng; in Cantonese KWAN Kam-Pang) 
was born in Hong Kong in 1957. After studying in the Department  of Communications 
in Baptist College, he joined the television station TVB as a trainee actor but soon moved 
to the production training division. He worked as an assistant to several young directors 
who went on to launch the ‘new wave’ in Hong Kong cinema – including Ann Hui, Yim 
Ho and Patrick Tam. He soon followed them in their paths and directed his own first 
feature in 1985. His second film Love Unto Waste was invited into competition at the 
Locarno Film Festival and his third, Rouge, won him a substantial international audience. 
His 1991 film Actress (a.k.a. Centre Stage) won the Best Actress prize at the Berlin Film 
Festival for Maggie Cheung, and in 1997 Hold You Tight won both the Alfred Bauer 
prize for innovation and the Teddy Award for best lesbian/gay feature, again in Berlin. In 
addition to the feature films that have won him a worldwide art-house following, he has 
directed shorts, documentaries and a short play which was staged in both Hong Kong and 
London. 
 

Filmography: 
 
Women (Nuren Xin) 1985 
Love Unto Waste (Dixia Qin) 1986 
Rouge (Yanzhi Kou) 1987 
Full Moon in New York (Ren Zai Niu-Yue) 1989 
Actress aka Centre Stage (Ruan Lingye) 1991 
Too Happy for Words (Liang ge Nuren) (short) 1991 
Two Sisters (Yi She Ren Liang Zimei) (short) 1993 
Siqin Gaowa (Siqin Gaowa Er-Dan Shi) (documentary) 1993 
Red Rose, White Rose (Hong Meigui, Bai Meigui) 1995 
Nan Sheng Nu Xiang (documentary) 1996 
Still Love You After All (Nian Ni Rushi) (documentary) 1997 
Hold You Tight (Yue Kuai Le, Yue Duoluo) 1997 
The Island Tales (You Shi Tiaowu) 1999 
Lan Yu (You Ren Xihuan Lan) 2001 
 
 
 



Lan Yu – Crew Bios 
 
ZHANg Yongning (producer) 
ZHANG Yongning emigrated from China to Britain in 1985, and later took British 
citizenship. He studied performing arts for a year in England, and later took a master’s 
degree in Arts Administration in London. Since 1990, he has been chiefly involved in 
news reporting and documentary production for television; he has contributed news 
reports and programmes to the BBC, the CBC and the Asian division of the American 
broadcaster, CBS. As an actor, he has been seen previously in Wang Xiaoshuai’s film 
Frozen and in the television series Mei Lanfang, Languyuan and Heilongjiang San Bu 
Qu. Lan Yu is his first feature film as a producer, in it, he also plays the role of Daning, 
Handong’s brother-in-law.  
 
Jimmy NGAI (screenplay writer) 
Jimmy NGAI (NGAI Siu-Yan) was born in Hong Kong, 1955. His CV includes periods 
as a magazine editor, radio producer and advertising copywriter. He is now a freelance 
film critic, novelist and columnist. He has contributed to a book on Wong Kar-Wai 
(published by Dis-Voir, Paris) and published the novel I Love Turtle Doves.. His first 
filmed screenplay was Stanley Kwan’s Hold You Tight and he also wrote Kwan’s last 
film The Island Tales. 
 
YANG Tao (director of photography) 
YANG Tao entered the Chinese film industry in 1980 and worked as an assistant 
cameraman on more than 30 features. He established his own production company The 
Sixth Productions in 1985, and has since produced and shot more than 150 MTV shorts 
and commercials. His previous cinematography credits on feature films include Beijing 
Youth Film Studio’s China Man (1992), Wang Xiaoshuai’s So Close to Paradise (1996), 
the children’s film Do Re Mi (1998) and the Shanghai Film Studio production New 
Crossroads (2000). 
 
William CHANG (production designer/editor) 
William CHANG (CHANG Shu-Ping) was born in Shanghai and raised in Hong Kong. 
The single most influential production designer/art director in Hong Kong, he has worked 
on countless films, music videos and advertising campaigns. His many design credits 
include all of his friend Wong Kar-Wai’s films, Yim Ho’s Homecoming and Tsui Hark’s 
Zu: Warriors from the Magic Mountain and The Blade.. He has also edited Wong Kar-
Wai’s recent features, and served as a producer/mentor to several emerging Hong Kong 
talents, including the ex-disc jockeys Eric Kot and Jan Lamb. His previous collaborations 
with Stanley Kwan were on Women, Love Unto Waste and The Island Tales.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Lan Yu – Primary Cast Bios 
 
 
HU Jun (as Chen Handong) 
HU Jun is widely considered the most outstanding stage actor of his generation in China. 
A member of the Beijing People’s Art Theatre company, the country’s most prestigious 
modern-drama troupe, he played Vladimir in the company’s ground-breaking production 
of Beckett’s Waiting for Godot, staged in both China and Germany. His many other stage 
roles have included the policeman in the stage version of Zhang Yuan’s East Palace, 
West Palace, staged at the Edinburgh Festival and elsewhere in Europe and Latin 
America. His film credits include Xie Yuzhen’s Liehuo Enyuan (1990), Li Wenhua’s Hei 
Xue (1991), Li Ni’s Hei Huo (1992), Zhang Yuan’s Donggong, Xigong (East Palace, 
West Palace, 1996) and Wang Rui’s Zhongtian Feibao (1998). He has also been seen in 
numerous television plays and serials. His performance in the film East Palace, West 
Palace won him the Best Actor award at the 1997 Taormina Film Festival. 
 
 
LIU Ye (as Lan Yu) 
LIU Ye was born in 1978, and studied at the Central Drama Academy in Beijing from 
1996 to 2000. He is a member of the China Youth Arts Theatre company. He began 
acting in films while still a student, notably in the Beijing Film Studio production Na 
Shan, Na Ren, Na Gou (1998), which won him a Best Supporting Actor nomination in 
the 1999 Golden Rooster Awards. He was also seen in the epic historical drama Dream of 
the Century (1998) and the drama Female Officer, Male Private (1999). Lan Yu gives 
him his first lead role in a film. 
 
SU Jin (as Jingping) 
SU Jin made her screen debut in Zhang Nuanxin’s South China, 1994 (1993) and was 
recently seen in Wu Tiange’s Wo de Aiqing Riji (My Love Diary, 2000). Her starring 
role in Zhao Baogang’s television drama Dying with Open Eyes (1998) won her the Most 
Popular Actress award at that year’s Golden Eagle Festival. She has been seen in many 
other television dramas and advertising campaigns in recent years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Director’s Statement 
 
Although I’m gay, I’m not particularly eager to deal with ‘gay issues’ in the films I make. 
This film came about entirely by chance. Zhang Yongning (who plays Daning in the 
film) found the original, anonymously written novel on the internet and asked me if I 
would like to direct a film adaptation. I read it and found the passions in the central 
relationship interesting and so I agreed to make the film. In my last film The Island Tales, 
I made simple things too complicated. And so this time I’ve tried to make complicated 
things less complicated, or simple things even simpler. 

-Stanley KWAN 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Novel and its Author 
 
The novel upon which Lan Yu is based was published on the internet. The first of three 
installments appeared in 1996. Each installment was given a different title; the final, 
unifying title for the ten-chapter work was Beijing Gushi (Beijing Story). The author 
adopted the pseudonym “Beijing Tongzhi” – literally, “Beijing Comrade”, but the word 
tongzhi, the traditional form of greeting between communists, has since to come to be a 
slang term for “gay”. The novel was the first frank exploration of gay lives and loves to 
appear in mainland China, and it very quickly became hugely popular throughout the 
country’s vast underground gay community. Beijing Story pioneered the idea of 
publishing ‘illicit’ Chinese fiction on the internet, setting a precedent since copied by 
several other authors. 
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