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SYNOPSIS 
 
How can a split-second decision change your life? While investigating noises in his 
house one balmy Texas night in 1989, Richard Dane puts a bullet in the brain of a low-
life burglar, Freddy Russell. Although he’s hailed as a small-town hero, Dane soon finds 
himself fearing for his family’s safety when Freddy’s ex-con father, Ben, rolls into town; 
hell-bent on revenge. However, not all is as it seems. Shortly after Dane kills the home 
intruder, his life begins to unravel into a dark underworld of corruption and violence. 
Twists and turns continue to pile up as the film reaches its inevitable destination: a 
gore-soaked dead end. 
 
Michael C. Hall brings a shell-shocked vulnerability to his portrayal of Dane that 
contrasts perfectly with the grizzled "badasses" portrayed by Sam Shepard and Don 
Johnson.  Directed with an excellent eye for the visual poetry of noir, this pulpy, 
southern-fried mystery is a throwback to an older breed of action films; one where 
every punch and shotgun blast opens up both physical and spiritual wounds. Cold in 
July is hard to shake as an east Texas summer.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 

Eight years I got a used copy of Joe R. Lansdale’s COLD IN JULY. We had just finished 
sound mixing our first feature MULBERRY STREET, and I was burnt out on urban, city-
centric stories. The handful of genre scripts I was reading all felt the same. They 
declared what kind of movie they were going to be in the first 10 minutes and then 
went on to fit the mold exactly, going out of their way to make no surprises. I went in 
to reading COLD knowing nothing about it just looking for an easy escape. By the time I 
finished it, late that night, in a puddle of my own nervous sweat, I couldn’t shake it. 
 
Immediately I gave it to Linda Moran at Belladonna Productions and Nick Damici who 
had just written and starred in MULBERRY. They too fell in love with it and so began 
our seven year quest to bring it to the big screen. 
 
What made me obsess about it were the same things that made others balk at it. Its 
insistence on not playing by any recognizable narrative formula. The dark, violent 
undercurrent slapped against the undeniable humor. The heavier themes about 
manhood, fathers and sons, and a wavering moral compass. I loved that it couldn’t be 
defined by any one genre and I loved that it was content to set up a perfectly good 
tried-and-true genre set up, only to use that as a jumping off point for another story or 
two. Yet it all stemmed from Joe’s characters and what they were looking for, and 
never fell into trickery as a gimmick. 
 
In reality, we would make two other films while we waited for a green light, and it was 
those films that ultimately became a training ground for COLD. With STAKE LAND, we 
could explore the subverted Western and with WE ARE WHAT WE ARE, we could dive 
into Hitchcockian family drama. Those films and styles not only informed the making of 
COLD, but gave us the freedom and confidence to explore stylistically and to build a 
new world. With almost the exact same team from WAWWA, we set out to do the polar 
opposite of that film— to make a genre film that explored masculinity in all its rawness 
and to buck the timeless, classic rural feel in exchange for a look and sound set very 
specifically in East Texas in 1989. The result is a film that I don’t think we would have 
had the confidence to try making when we first optioned it. 
 
We couldn’t have asked for a more amazing cast, and for a more perfectly odd 
onscreen trio. Michael C. Hall (who I first met at a Sundance party last year) completely 
embraced the everyman role, bringing his own pre made mullet hair piece, and perfect 
half mustache. He became our emotional anchor throughout, catching each nuance and 
complicated moral dilemma so well, we were able to trim a lot of scenes that put into 
words what he was naturally conveying. Sam Shepard brought an uncompromising 
truth and a disdain for sentimentality onscreen and off that made a perfect fit for ex-
con Ben Russel as well as writing his own dialogue for the pivotal scene where he finally 
knows how to end things with his son.  
 



Jim Bob was really tough to cast. He’s a much beloved, recurring character in Joe’s 
work. We knew we’d need someone larger than life, bursting with charisma but not 
drowning in their own charm, but also someone who could be the engine to bridge 
things once we set up the second half of the film. Turns out Don Johnson IS Jim Bob 
and on top of being a fantastic actor, knows more than anyone about storytelling, 
production and postproduction, giving as much material for the editing process as 
possible, while also trusting us to make it all sing in the end. 
  
Vinessa Shaw took a tough character and made her fun and warmly alive, totally game 
for every pair of bad jeans that Liz Vastola our costume designer could throw her way. 
And Wyatt Russell, fresh off of being the sweetest small town deputy we could find in 
WAWWA, returns to be absolutely terrifying, further showing the amazing range he’s 
got at an early age. 
  
Jeff Grace’s score is something to behold I think. He’s done two previous films for me 
and is the master of beautiful, memorable piano hooks and swarming string melodies. 
This time I asked him to throw all of it out, and to get down to booming, staccato John 
Carpenter style synthesizers. The result is an astonishing nod to that exact sound while 
not falling into parody and still conveying everything we needed emotionally. It’s an 
amazing chameleon like turn by one of the most talented composers out there. 
  
We will be premiering COLD IN JULY a year to the day that WE ARE WHAT WE ARE 
premiered at Sundance last year. It’s been a wild year of celebrating one film while 
making the next. It’s an honor to return and to have a film recognized for bucking the 
status quo of mainstream genre storytelling. Last year they gave us the confidence to 
make this film and I hope to continue that tradition.



ABOUT THE CAST 
 

Michael C. Hall (Richard Dane)  
Moving from an uptight funeral director on “Six Feet Under,” to a serial killer on 
“Dexter,” to Beat Generation figure David Kammerer in KILL YOUR DARLINGS, Michael 
C. Hall continues to illuminate the humanity in transformative, complex characters. 
 
A formally trained stage actor, Hall first made an impression as younger brother David 
Fisher on “Six Feet Under.” During the series’ five year run, Hall received nominations 
for an Emmy and the AFI Male Television Actor of the Year Award.  
 
For his performance as the title character “Dexter,” Hall (who served as an executive 
producer) won Golden Globe and Screen Actors Guild awards in 2010 and the 2007 TCA 
Award for Individual Achievement in Drama. He also received five consecutive Emmy 
Award nominations.  Hall recently made his directorial debut with “Every Silver Lining,” 
the second episode of the eighth and final season.   
 
Hall will continue to work with Showtime to develop and executive produce “American 
Dream Machine,” a serial adaptation of Matthew Specktor’s acclaimed novel about two 
generations of Hollywood royalty.   Last year, he also traveled to Bangladesh to film an 
episode of the network’s  documentary series about climate change,  “Years of Living 
Dangerously” (April 13 premiere). 
 
Last fall, Hall appeared on the big screen as David Kammerer, the former professor 
obsessed with and later murdered by Lucien Carr (Dane DeHaan) in John Krokidas’s 
KILL YOUR DARLINGS (Sony Pictures Classics), the Beat Generation drama that also 
stars Daniel Radcliffe as Alan Ginsberg.  COLD IN JULY, Jim Mickle’s feature adaptation 
of the Joe Lansdale cult novel in which Hall stars with Sam Shepard and Don Johnson, 
recently premiered to acclaim in US Dramatic Competition at the 2014 Sundance Film 
Festival.  IFC will release the film May 23. 
 
A North Carolina native and graduate of NYU’s MFA program in acting, Hall made his 
Broadway debut as the Master of Ceremonies in Sam Mendes' 1999 revival of “Cabaret” 
and portrayed Billy Flynn in the 2002 revival of “Chicago.”  Off-Broadway, Hall's credits 
include the Roundabout Theatre Company's “Mr. Marmalade,” “Cymbeline,” “Macbeth,” 
“Timon of Athens” and “Henry V” at the Public Theater/New York Shakespeare Festival, 
“The English Teachers” for Manhattan Class Company, the Manhattan Theatre Club’s 
“Corpus Christi,” “Romeo and Juliet” at Center Stage, “R Shoman” at Williamstown and 
“Skylight” at the Mark Taper Forum.  
 
In mid-February, Hall began rehearsals for the Broadway production of Will Eno’s new 
dark comedy, “The Realistic Joneses,” co-starring Toni Collette, Tracy Letts and Marisa 
Tomei.  Directed by Sam Gold, the play about a two suburban couples who discover 



they have an unsettling amount in common, is currently in previews and opens Sunday, 
April 6. 
 
Sam Shepard (Ben Russell) 
Sam Shepard is an actor, screenwriter, director, and Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright 
for his 1979 three-act play Buried Child. Shepard’s numerous other plays have included 
Angel City, Curse of the Starving Class, Killer’s Head, The Mad Dog Blues, Cowboy 
Mouth, The Rock Garden, True West, The God of Hell, and Fool for Love. In 1970 
Shepard co-wrote Michelangelo Antonioni’s Zabriskie Point and later won critical acclaim 
for his original screenplay of Wim Wenders’ Paris, Texas. 
 
As an actor, Shepard made his film debut in Bob Dylan’s Renaldo and Clara and went 
on to impress critics that same year starring in Terrence Malick’s Days of Heaven 
alongside Richard Gere. A number of strong appearances followed, including 
Resurrection; Raggedy Man; Frances, opposite Jessica Lange; and most notably his role 
in Philip Kaufman’s The Right Stuff, which brought him an Academy Award® 
nomination. Shepard then re-teamed with Lange in Country and Crimes of the Heart, 
and played the lead in Robert Altman’s adaptation of his play Fool for Love.  
 
Shepard’s other notable film credits include Baby Boom, Steel Magnolias, Defenseless, 
Thunderheart, Bright Angel, Voyager, The Pelican Brief, Snow Falling on Cedars, 
Hamlet, All The Pretty Horses, The Pledge, Swordfish, Black Hawk Down, The 
Notebook, Stealth, Bandidas, Don’t Come Knocking, The Return, and Walker Payne. 
 
More recently Shepard was seen in Blackthorn directed by Mateo Gil opposite Eduardo 
Noriega and Stephen Rea, Fair Game with Sean Penn and Naomi Watts, directed by 
Doug Liman, Inhale with Dermot Mulroney and Diane Kruger, Brothers, opposite Jake 
Gyllenhaal, Tobey Maguire and Natalie Portman and directed by Jim Sheridan, Darling 
Companion with Diane Keaton directed by Lawrence Kasdan, Safe House with Denzel 
Washington directed by Daniel Espinosa and Cogan’s Trade with Brad Pitt directed by 
Andrew Dominik.  
 
Shepard also wrote and directed the features Far North and Silent Tongue. 
 
His notable television films and miniseries have included Larry McMurtry’s Streets of 
Laredo, Lily Dale, Purgatory, Dash and Lilly (which brought him both Golden Globe and 
Emmy nominations for his performance as writer Dashiell Hammett), One Kill, Wild 
Geese, and Ruffian.  
 
Shepard currently can be seen in Jeff Nichols’ Mud opposite Matthew McConaughey and 
Scott Cooper’s Out Of The Furnace, and will be seen in the soon to be released film 
August: Osage County. In addition, he just finished shooting Discovery Channel’s first 
scripted miniseries, Klondike and Jim Mickle’s Cold In July. 
 



 
Don Johnson (Jim Bob) 
Don Johnson, the award-winning actor probably best known as Det. Sonny Crockett on 
the hugely successful iconic TV series, Miami Vice is one of the stars who really defined 
the 1980’s.  The series was executive produced by the four-time Oscar nominated 
director Michael Mann. He earned an Emmy nomination for Outstanding Lead Actor in a 
Drama Series in 1985 and won a Golden Globe for Best Performance by an Actor in a 
TV Series in 1986 and was nominated in the same category the following year.  He has 
done seventy-five films and contributed to 500 hours of television content. 
 
Born in Flat Creek, Missouri he began acting in the early 70’s.  He studied at the 
American Conservatory Theatre in San Francisco where he made his professional debut 
in “Your Own Thing” a rock musical modeled after William Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth 
Night.” Later he made five pilots for NBC, which were all rejected.  Few know that he 
got his big break by starring in the controversial off-Broadway play “Fortune and Men’s 
Eyes” which was directed by and starred Sal Mineo. 
 
Also in the 70’s he co-wrote songs with Dickey Betts from the Allman Brothers Band 
several of which are on their albums.  
  
While shooting The Harrad Experiment he met a young Melanie Griffith, with whom he 
has a daughter, actress Dakota Johnson.  
 
During the run of “Miami Vice,” Johnson starred in the critically acclaimed TV film “The 
Long Hot Summer” in 1985 as well as starring opposite Susan Sarandon in the feature 
film Sweet Hearts Dance in 1988.  When Vice ended Johnson focused on his film career 
with Dead Band, The Hot Spot and Harley Davidson and the Marlboro Man.  His film 
work has given Johnson the opportunity to work with legendary filmmakers like John 
Frankenheimer, Sidney Lumet and Dennis Hopper.  Also during this time he had two 
Platinum selling albums for Epic Records, Heartbeat and Let it Roll. 
 
In 1995, Johnson co-conceived, with his neighbor Hunter S. Thompson, what would 
become his return to television in 1996 with the CBS cop show Nash Bridges as its star, 
creator, and producer.  It was that same year that he received a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame. 
 
In 2007 he appeared in the London production of “Guys and Dolls” at the Picadilly 
Theatre starring as Nathan Detroit. 
 
He also had a recurring role as Eduardo Sanchez in the HBO Will Ferrell/Adam McKay 
produced comedy  “Eastbound & Down” in season two and three.  Last year he was 
seen as “Big Daddy” in  “Django Unchained,“ director Quentin Tarantino’s highest 
grossing film.  
 



Recently, he reteamed with director Robert Rodriquez as a recurring character in the 
new series “From Dusk Til Dawn” for Rodriquez’ El Rey Network which will launch in 
2014.  The two previously worked together on “Machete” in 2010 and are planning to 
collaborate again on a new film in 2014. 
 
The multi-hyphenate continues to work in all mediums.  He co-stars opposite Sam 
Shepard and Michael C. Hall in the upcoming “Cold in July,” making its debut at the 
2014 Sundance Film Festival.  In the spring of 2014 he stars opposite Cameron Diaz in 
the 20th Century Fox film “The Other Woman.” 
 
Johnson has also created another television series, which has plans to launch in the red 
hot streaming market in the fall of 2014.  In addition, he has a yet untitled film that will 
premiere at the TriBeCa Film Festival this spring, which was produced by Jamie Patricof 
(Place Beyond the Pines and Blue Velvet) and directed by Chris Messina. 
 
Johnson is married to Kelley Phleger since 1999 and they have three children in addition 
to sons Jesse and Alexander and daughter Dakota. 
 
Vinessa Shaw (Ann Dane) 
A versatile performer, Vinessa Shaw has established herself in Hollywood, and has 
become one of the industry's breakthrough female talents.  With keen skill and stunning 
beauty, Shaw is more than prepared to take on any role. 
 
Shaw was recently seen in Puncture, opposite Chris Evans, as well as the upcoming Ken 
Kwapis directed feature Big Miracle, opposite Drew Barrymore, Kristen Bell, John 
Krasinski and Dermot Mulroney. Shaw starred in the romantic drama Two Lovers, 
alongside Gwyneth Paltrow, and Joaquin Phoenix which is released February 13, 2009.  
In 2008, Shaw also starred in the acclaimed indie drama, Garden Party. 
 
A working child actress for many years, Shaw's breakthrough role came under the 
direction of legendary director, Stanley Kubrick, when she played affable prostitute 
Domino' in Eyes Wide Shut.  Most notably, Shaw took a shining turn in the successful 
western drama 3:10 to Yuma, co-starring Christian Bale and Russell Crowe.  Shaw, 
Bale, Crowe and the rest of the cast was nominated for a Screen Actors Guild Award for 
Outstanding Performance by a Cast in a Motion Picture in 2007. 
 
In 1991, Shaw made her TV acting debut in the NBC TV-movie Long Road Home and 
hit the big screen the following year with a featured role in the comedy Ladybugs, co-
starring Rodney Dangerfield and Jonathan Brandis.  That same year, Shaw had a 
recurring role as the love interest of the title teen, played by Tobey Maguire, on Fox's 
acclaimed but short-lived comedy Great Scott! Shaw also starred alongside Bette Midler, 
Sarah Jessica Parker, and Thora Birch in the supernatural children's comedy Hocus 
Pocus.  Additional childhood credits include Coyote Summer, Wayward Son, and the 
quirky independent L.A. Without a Map.   After her breakout in Eyes Wide Shut, Shaw 



co-starred in the Kathryn Bigelow feature Weight of Water, alongside Sean Penn and 
Sarah Polley. In 2000, Shaw took a starring role in the NBC miniseries The '70s, playing 
a suburban girl who pursues a life of activism when she is done wrong by her 
conservative boyfriend and is turned on to the feminist movement. Starring opposite 
Amy Smart, Shaw reached her largest audience with her solid turn in the highly-rated 
miniseries. Shaw most recently starred in 40 Days and 40 Nights opposite Josh 
Hartnett, in Woody Allen's Melinda and Melinda with Will Ferrell, and in the horror 
spectacular The Hills Have Eyes.   
 
As a child, Shaw made her singing debut alongside musician, Peter Alsop, with whom 
she recorded and toured as a park of the Karamazoff Brothers Circus. Shaw has 
appeared on the covers of Seventeen and British Vogue. 
 
Wyatt Russell (Freddy Russell) 
Wyatt Russell most recently wrapped his starring role opposite Channing Tatum and 
Jonah Hill in the highly anticipated sequel, 22 JUMP STREET. Wyatt was also announced 
as the star of the new Allman Brothers biopic MIDNIGHT RIDER opposite Tyson Ritter 
of The All-American Rejects. Wyatt was recently featured in THIS IS 40 starring Paul 
Rudd and Leslie Mann for Universal Pictures. He can also be seen in COWBOYS AND 
ALIENS opposite Harrison Ford and Daniel Craig. In addition, he is featured in Danny 
Mooney's independent feature LOVE AND HONOR with Liam Hemsworth and just went 
to Sundance and Cannes with the indie WE ARE WHAT WE ARE directed by Jim Mickle, 
with whom he also just wrapped the indie COLD IN JULY opposite Michael C. Hall.   
 
Nick Damici (Ray Price/Writer) 
Nick's breakout role as an actor was as the co-lead opposite Mark Ruffalo and Meg 
Ryan in the Jane Campion feature, IN THE CUT.  He also played supporting roles in the 
feature films, WORLD TRADE CENTER and PREMIUM RUSH. In television, Nick is known 
for his recurring roles on both CSI: NY and THE BLACK DONNELLEYS. He has also 
Guest Starred on LIFE ON MARS and on LAW & ORDER. Nick also plays the starring role 
in the feature film, LATE PHASES, directed by Adrian Garcia Bogliano, which is soon to 
be released. 
 
Nick Damici wrote and starred in the feature films, STAKE LAND and MULBERRY 
STREET, which were both directed by collaborator, Jim Mickle and theatrically released.  
Damici's third feature film as a writer, WE ARE WHAT WE ARE, premiered to rave 
reviews at the Sundance Film Festival, 2013, and was bought by EOne. Most recently, 
Nick completed work on COLD IN JULY, which he wrote and stars in along side Michael 
C Hall and Sam Shepard.   
 
COLD IN JULY will mark Jim Mickle and Nick Damici’s FOURTH collaboration. 



ABOUT THE FILMMAKERS 
 
Jim Mickle (Director, Writer)  
Jim Mickle returns to Sundance for the second year in a row following his 2013 critical 
smash "We Are What We Are,” which also played at Cannes Director's Fortnight prior to 
its theatrical release this year by eOne.   This year he comes to Sundance once again as 
the writer / director of the film adaptation of Joe R. Lansdale's cult novel “Cold in July” 
starring Michael C. Hall, Sam Shepard, Don Johnson, Wyatt Russell, Nick Damici, and 
Vinessa Shaw.  
 
His previous film, dramatic thriller "Stake Land," won the 2010 Toronto International 
Film Festival's Midnight Madness award and was distributed by IFC Films.  Mickle first 
earned acclaim for his 2006 debut feature "Mulberry Street." 
 
He graduated from New York University. 



PRODUCTION COMPANIES 
 
About Belladonna Productions  
Belladonna Productions, run by René Bastian and Linda Moran, is one of the most 
prolific US independent production companies.  Linda and René are two-time 
Independent Spirit Award nominees with L.I.E. and TRANSAMERICA and won the 
Motorola Producer of the Year Award in 2002.  
 
L.I.E., directed by Michael Cuesta, premiered in Competition at the 2001 Sundance Film 
Festival, screened at New Directors/New Films and received seven Independent Spirit 
award nominations, as well as a  “Best Picture” Gotham Award nomination.  Kevin 
Thomas of the LA Times called it the Best Film of 2001. 
 
TRANSAMERICA, directed by Duncan Tucker and starring Felicity Huffman, premiered at 
the Berlin International Film Festival in 2005.  Felicity Huffman’s leading performance 
has been recognized with a Golden Globe award and Screen Actors Guild and Academy 
Award nominations.  Dolly Parton’s song from the film “Travelin’ Thru,” also received a 
Golden Globe, an Academy Award and a Grammy nomination.  
 
Belladonna co-produced A GUIDE TO RECOGNIZING YOUR SAINTS, based on the 
bestselling book by Dito Montiel, who also directed.  The film, which stars Robert 
Downey Jr., Rosario Dawson, Chazz Palminteri, Dianne Wiest, Shia Labeouf and 
Channing Tatum premiered in competition at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival, where it 
won the Best Director and the Special Jury Price for Best Ensemble Cast.  It had its 
European premiere at the Venice Film Festival where it won both the Critic’s Week and 
the ISVEMA Award.  
 
In 2006 Belladonna produced Michael Haneke’s  FUNNY GAMES US distributed by 
Warner Independent starring Naomi Watts, Tim Roth, Michael Pitt and Brady Corbet. 
 
COLD IN JULY marks Belladonna’s fourth collaboration with director Jim Mickle after 
MULBERRY STREET (SXSW),  STAKE LAND (Audience Award Midnight Madness TIFF) 
and WE ARE WHAT WE ARE (Sundance Midnight and Cannes – Director’s Fortnight). 
 
About Memento Films International / Paradise City  
Created in 2013, PARADISE CITY develops and finances internationally relevant, 
director driven genre projects. The company’s first film was We Are What We Are, 
directed by Jim Mickle, the remake of the Mexican cult film Somos Lo Que Hay.  
Paradise City supervised the project from its development to its financing to its eventual 
positioning. The film sold throughout the world, opened the Midnight Madness section 
of Sundance 2013, and bowed internationally in Director’s Fortnight. Paradise City also 
provided financing for Jeremy Saulnier's Blue Ruin, which premiered Director's 
Fortnight, and has since been invited to Toronto 2013 and Sundance 2014 as a 
Spotlight film. The film will be released in the US later in 2014 via Radius - TWC with 



international dates to follow. Cold in July, by Jim Mickle, marks Paradise City's third 
project. Starring Michael C. Hall, Don Johnson, and Sam Shepard, he film has been 
invited to premiere in Dramatic Competition in Sundance 2014. 
 
Paradise City is a label of LA CINÉFACTURE, owned by Emilie Georges, and is run by 
Georges, Nicholas Shumaker and Nicholas Kaiser.  It works in close collaboration with 
MEMENTO FILMS INTERNATIONAL. The label has a number of English and non-English 
language projects currently in development. 
 
About BSM STUDIO 
BSM STUDIO is a new one-stop financing shop for international films created by Backup 
Media and Maje Production. 
 
Founded in 2002 by David Atlan-Jackson, Jean-Baptiste Babin and Joël Thibout, Backup 
Media is dedicated to the financing of ambitious cinema and TV productions and Maje 
Production is a production company founded in 2009 by Marie Savare de Laitre. 
The aim of BSM STUDIO is to merge the resources and skills of both partners to fully 
finance 3 to 5 international projects per year, with budgets ranging from 2 to $12 
million. 
 
Launched in 2013, BSM STUDIO has allready backed two projects: 
Jim Mickle's Cold in July starring Michael C. Hall, Sam Shepard and Don Johnson which 
premieres in Sundance 2014. 
 
Still Alice starring Julianne Moore in an adaptation of Lisa Genova’s novel to be directed 
by Richard Glatzer and Wash Westmoreland and which will start shooting in February 
2014. 
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