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"The energy that flows out of the screen is not only uncontrollable, it is 
contagious. Miss this flick at your own risk!”  - Monsters and Critics 
 
 
 
“This crowd-pleasing doc is a literally head-spinning tribute to hip-hop 
globalization!” - New York Magazine 
 

 
 

"No one ever told Europe and Asia that break dancing was over. Now they 
are at the forefront of a growing international art form. This new 
generation has invented a movement." -  The New York Times 
 
 
 
"Breakdancing makes its comeback as an international phenomenon... As 
the story unfolds, it becomes apparent that B-boying is more than a sport. 
It is a way of life and a culture within its own right."  - Reuters 



 
SYNOPSIS 

 
With compelling characters and vibrant dance sequences, PLANET B-BOY is set in the International 
world of B-boying – the urban dance more commonly known as “breakdancing.” 
 
Weaving between the vivid backdrops of Osaka, Paris, Seoul and Las Vegas, unforgettable images 
frame the intimate stories of dancers who struggle for their dreams despite being misunderstood by 
larger society and even their own families. 
 
An American dancer in Vegas looks for his big break; a Korean son seeks his father’s approval; a 
twelve-year-old boy in France confronts his family’s racism – all the b-boys’ lives collide in 
Germany where their skills are put to the ultimate test: the “Battle of the Year” finals, with crews 
from 18 nations vying for the title of World Champion. 
 
PLANET B-BOY features electrifying dance performances and astonishing displays of power and 
grace, showing how a street dance from New York has evolved into an inspiring art form for a new 
generation around the world. 
 



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
When I first witnessed breakdancing back in the mid-eighties, I was mesmerized by the dance. I 
had never seen anything like it before, and like most young kids back in the day, my first reaction 
was to break apart a piece of cardboard and do a backspin. The breakdance trend was enormous, 
and most people are unaware that the dance was what initially helped to spread hip-hop 
worldwide. Like other fads, breakdancing ultimately faded away in pop culture history, but my 
love and respect for the dance always remained. It wasn’t until fifteen years later when I saw a 
“Battle of the Year” video that I was shocked to discover the dance was not only still around, but 
thriving across the globe. 
 
Shattering the stereotype of kids just messing around on street corners, b-boys’ technical dance 
moves have become incredibly complex with acrobatic feats on par with Olympic gymnasts. I saw 
dancers from countries as far-reaching as Israel, South Africa, Taiwan and Latvia perform highly 
sophisticated and clever choreographies which were precise, well-structured and, above all, 
enormously entertaining. 
 
In the final “battle” round of the event, when the teams went head-to-head, the moves became 
more explosive with emotion and I could feel the stories behind the dance – the exhilaration, the 
frustration…I saw that they poured everything from their lives into the dance, and I wanted to 
uncover their stories and find out more. 
 
Everyone loved the idea for the movie, and with little time to prep before the next “Battle of the 
Year,” we raised just enough money to buy cameras and plane tickets to five countries in two 
months. We were a small crew of just three people racing around the world. Spending day in and 
day out with the b-boys, we gained deep insight into the sacrifices they made for the dance. Most of 
them were struggling to make ends meet, with some living below the poverty line, but they trained 
daily for the “Battle of the Year” with enthusiasm and dedication.  
 
B-boying represents the original essence of hip-hop culture, which is about making something out 
of nothing and expressing your own creativity. The struggle for individuality and self-expression is 
something that everyone can identify with, and as new generations continue to re-interpret the 
dance through their own lives, b-boying continues to evolve and celebrate the diversity of our 
experience. 
 
I have always been fascinated by the way a person expresses their individuality. At the same time, 
I'm equally fascinated by the similarities we share through culture and being identified with a 
group. I believe that most of us have that need to have a voice, but also be part of, or associated 
with like-minded people. B-boying is an art form that demands individuality and self-expression, 
allowing the dancer to celebrate who they are, what they believe in, and what brings joy to their 
life. B-boys form a global community connected through the dance. PLANET B-BOY is my homage 
to the dancers from the past, present and future who have passionately devoted their lives to what I 
consider the greatest dance form ever created by youth. 

           – Benson Lee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ABOUT THE DANCE 

 
While most people remember breakdancing as a pop culture fad from the eighties, it was originally 
known as “b-boying” and started on the streets of the South Bronx as a crucial element in the birth 
of hip-hop culture, along with graffiti, DJing and emceeing (also known as rapping). 
 
The dance exploded in the media in the early 80’s, with the help of movies like Flashdance, 
Beatstreet, and Breakin’. After a few years, the mainstream frenzy inevitably faded, but the culture 
never really disappeared. 
 
B-boying went back to its hip-hop roots underground, where the movement flourished and the 
dance spread around the world. In the early nineties, the dance re-emerged especially in the UK 
and Europe. Dance events and competitions like “B-Boy Summit,” “Freestyle Sessions” and “Battle 
of the Year” served as hubs for the community. 
 
B-boys and b-girls can now be found in almost every country imaginable, and the dance has 
continued to evolve in its artistry and athletics. B-boy moves include technical combinations of 
lightning-quick footwork, spins, and “freezes” in balance-intensive poses. But in addition to 
advanced techniques and astounding acrobatics, b-boys value originality and innovation above all, 
and the emphasis is on bringing your own style to the dance form. 
 
B-boying traditionally takes on the form of “battles” or showdowns between rival groups, where 
attitude and posturing are integral to the dance. In recent years, productions and events like “Battle 
of the Year” have encouraged b-boys to develop more theatrical performance pieces – carefully 
choreographed shows incorporating themes, costumes and of course music. 
 
”Battle of the Year” is just one of many b-boy competitions, but it remains the oldest and largest, 
with elimination rounds taking place in 23 countries with 50,000 live spectators. 
 



THE FILMMAKERS 
 

Benson Lee (Director/Producer/Editor) 
Benson Lee is an award-winning Korean-American filmmaker whose work has been theatrically 
distributed worldwide, and aired on HBO, Cinemax and the Sundance Channel. His first feature, 
Miss Monday, filmed in London and premiered in the feature competition at the Sundance Film 
Festival where it received the Special Jury Prize for Best Actor. Benson also co-produced the 
documentary Black Picket Fence which received the Jury Award at the Full Frame Film Festival and 
was released by Seventh Art Releasing. Planet B-boy is his first documentary as a director. 
 
Amy Lo (Producer)  
Amy Lo is a writer and producer based in New York. As Head of Development for Dorothy 
Berwin’s InFilm Productions, Amy associate produced On A Clear Day, which was acquired by 
Focus Features after premiering at the 2005 Sundance Film Festival. Recent production credits 
include coordinating shoots for Spike Lee’s Inside Man; Steven Spielberg’s Munich; Leon Ichaso’s El 
Cantante, starring Jennifer Lopez; and the ABC series Six Degrees, produced by JJ Abrams. Amy’s 
work as a writer has also aired on MTV and PBS. Prior to New York, she lived and worked in 
Beijing, China as a freelance 
journalist. Amy is a graduate of Stanford University. 
 
Vasco Lucas Nunes (Cinematographer) 
Vasco Lucas Nunes co-produced and filmed Ondi Timoner’s feature documentary DiG!, which 
won the Sundance Film Festival’s top honor, the Grand Jury Prize, and was released by Palm 
Pictures. Vasco returned to Sundance in 2005 with the short film Recycle, which also screened at 
Cannes and won the International Cinematographers Guild Showcase. Based in Los Angeles, Vasco 
has shot music videos for The Vines, Dave Koz, David Lee Roth, Vanessa Carlton, and The Dandy 
Warhols. His work is also part of the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art in New 
York City. He is a partner of Interloper Films and works independently as a cinematographer 
represented by New York Office. 
 
Jeff Marcello (Editor) 
Jeff Marcello has been editing in New York City for six years on feature films, documentaries and 
TV shows. Feature documentary work includes Return to Afghanistan and La Bruja: A Witch from the 
Bronx which premiered at the 2006 NY Int’l Latino Film Festival. Marcello also edited the narrative 
feature film Fire Dancer which premiered at the 2003 Tribeca Film Festival and was the first film 
from Afghanistan to be short-listed for the Academy Awards’ Best Foreign Film. Marcello has 
edited TV shows for Discovery, The Learning Channel, HGTV, and he most recently cut the entire 
first season of Joan Cusack’s Local Flavor for the Travel Channel. 
 
Force Theory (Sound Design)  
Ionic (Michael Furjanic) and Sanford Livingston of Force Theory sound designed and scored Jesus 
Camp, which was released theatrically by Magnolia Pictures and nominated for the 2007 Academy 
Award for Best Documentary. They also sound designed and composed music for the documentary 
Favela Rising, which won 24 international film festivals and was short-listed for the Academy 
Awards in 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CREDITS 

 
MONDO PARADISO PRODUCTIONS NYC presents 

in association with MENTAL PICTURES 
A Film by Benson Lee 

PLANET B-BOY 
Directed by BENSON LEE 

Produced by AMY LO and BENSON LEE 
Executive Producers JOHNNY LEE, CHRIS C. KIM, DANNY HUANG 

in association with SAMSUNG ELECTRONICS 
Director of Photography VASCO NUNES 

Editors JEFF MARCELLO and BENSON LEE 
Music Supervisor JIM BLACK 

Co-Producer THOMAS HERGENROTHER 
 

Featuring 
Gamblerz (Korea) 

HONG SUNG JIN / "POP" 
LEE GWANG SUN / "LASER" 

HONG SUNG SIK 
LEE JOON HAK / "SOUL SOY" 

JANG KYUNG HO / "DARKNESS" 
PARK JI HOON / "STILL" 

JUNG HYUNG SIK 
SHIN KYU SANG / "BRUCE LEE" 

KIM YUN SOO / "THE END" 
SO JAE HWAN / "SO" 

Ichigeki (Japan) 
TAKAHIKO FUKUI / "QUIK" 

SHINICHIRO NAKAMURA / "B-BOY SHIN" 
MOTONOBU ISHIGAKI / "NON-MAN" 

NAKAMURA SO / "CATCHER" 
KATSUNORI KAKIGUCHI 

KENJI UOZUM 
UEDA KOUSUKE 

TSUCHIYA YUISUKE / "PRINCE" 
Knucklehead Zoo (USA) 

JON CRUZ / "DO-KNOCK" 
BENITO GALLARDO / “STRESS” 
RICKY BARRAZA JR. / "FREAKY" 

LEONARDO HONRUBIA 
ABENAMAR HONRUBIA 

MIKE CARRASCO / "MIKE MURDA" 
CHRISTIAN ESCOBEDO 

ALFONSO ECHEVERRIA / "FONZIE" 
JUSTIN BUENAVENTURA / "YUST" 

STEVE CORRAL 
Last For One (Korea) 

BAE BYUNG YEOB / "BA BANG" 
LEE YOUNG JU / "STYLE M" 

CHO SUNG GOOK / "B-BOY JOE" 
LIN YOUNG SUK / "ZERO 9" 

CHUN HYO MIN / "AKA MIN" 
PARK KYUNG HUN / "FRESH" 

CHOI MIN SUG / "STONE" 
SEO JOO HYUN / "B-BOY TAIYO" 

Phase T (France) 
FRANZ CABRITTE 

LAURENT KONG A SIOU 
STEPHANE FIOSSONANGAYE 

ANNE NGUYEN 
JULIENNE FIOSSONANGAYE / "JUJU" 
JULIEN SAINT MAXIMIN / "BEE DEE" 

CLAUDE GABRIEL 
EMILIANO SOURES-TAURARES 

ADILSON HORTA DE SOUSA 
KEVIN STAINCQ / "LIL' KEV" 

 
 
 

ABOUT ELEPHANT EYE FILMS 
 
Elephant Eye Films is a New York City-based film studio that produces, sells and distributes 
high-quality feature films.  
 

# # # 


	Planet Bboy, Mongrelized cover page.pdf
	Distribution
	Publicity

	Planet Bboy, Mongrelized cover page.pdf
	Distribution
	Publicity




