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Synopsis 
 

At odds with his family, friends, and himself, Gene Maxwell (BENJAMIN RATNER) 

has spent the past year living under a rock, drifting from one meaningless day job to 

the next, toiling away by night on a voluminous novel with which he hopes to win 

back the heart of his former fiancée, globe-hopping B-movie actress Liz Woodward 

(ELIZABETH BERKLEY). 

 

Then, out of the blue, Liz arrives on his doorstep telling Gene she’s off to Prague 

where she’s starring in a low-budget action flick. Liz asks Gene to help move her 

father, Malcolm (JOHN NEVILLE), out of his dingy basement suite into a sunny new 

apartment.  

 

Secretly seizing this as an opportunity to recapture Liz’s illusive love, Gene agrees to 

move Malcolm, despite the protests of his embarrassingly eccentric, yet loving family, 

and his lady-killer best friend, ballroom dancing instructor, Herbert (NICHOLAS LEA). 

 

As Gene and Malcolm prepare for the move, Gene’s plan seems to be working.  He 

and Liz appear to be falling in love again, albeit long distance. Gene has also found 

an unexpected comrade in Malcolm, a distinctly articulate, if occasionally foul-

mouthed Englishman with relationship issues of his own. 

 

Once the move is complete, however, things take a painful turn, as Liz once again 

breaks Gene’s hopeful heart. 

 

It is only through Malcolm’s inadvertent example that Gene is able to finally let go of 

‘the one that got away’, regain his self-respect, and re-open his heart to the people 

who know and love him best. 
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Cast 
 
LIZ WOODWARD     ELIZABETH BERKLEY 

GENE MAXWELL     BENJAMIN RATNER 

MALCOLM      JOHN NEVILLE 

GEORGE       JAY BRAZEAU 

GISHA       BABZ CHULA 

JOLEA      REBECCA HARKER 

HERBERT      NICHOLAS LEA 

RUBY      LINDA SORENSEN 

SALLY      MARNIE ROBINSON 

MOVER       TOM SCHOLTE 

 
 

Crew 
 
DIRECTOR/WRITER     BENJAMIN RATNER 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER   CRESCENT ENTERTAINMENT 

       CHRISTINE HAEBLER 

       JAYME PFAHL 

PRODUCERS      PAUL ARMSTRONG 

       BRIDGET HILL 

       BENJAMIN RATNER 

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER   RORY RICHARDS 

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY   GREGORY MIDDLETON, C.S.C. 

EDITOR      ROSS WEBER 

PRODUCTION DESIGNER    MICHAEL TIERNAN 

STORY EDITOR      JOHN B. FRIZZELL/IVANA CHUBBUCK 

CASTING       CORRINE CLARK 

COMPOSER     CHRIS AINSCOUGH 
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Production Notes 
 

Moving Malcolm tells the hilarious and poignant story of aspiring novelist, Gene 

Maxwell (BENJAMIN RATNER) and his hopeful obsession with a former fiancé – a B 

movie actress and veteran heart breaker, Liz Woodward (ELIZABETH BERKLEY). As 

Gene prepares a plan to win back the heart of this troubled vixen, his well-intentioned 

yet embarrassingly eccentric family vehemently protests and worried friends 

intervene. 

 

The story begins with Liz dumping Gene at the altar only to unexpectedly return on 

his doorstep over a year later with an unusual and audacious request – will he move 

her sick and elderly father, Malcolm (JOHN NEVILLE), to a new apartment, while she 

flies off to Prague to shoot a low budget sci-fi flick. Gene secretly seizes this 

opportunity to recapture Liz’s illusive love and agrees to move Malcolm – a distinctly 

articulate, if occasionally foul-mouthed Englishman with relationship issues of his 

own.      

 

As Gene and Malcolm make the big move a colourful and enlightening relationship 

develops between the two. Gene’s plan to win back Liz also seems to be working, 

albeit long distance. Things take a painful turn, however, as Liz once again breaks 

Gene’s hopeful heart. But this time, through Malcolm’s inadvertent example, Gene is 

able to re-gain his self-respect and re-open his heart to those who know and love him 

best. Themes of acceptance and self-realization emerge from this well written and 

tightly scripted story. 

 

Life itself proved to be the best writing partner for writer, actor and first time director 

Benjamin Ratner.  Moving Malcolm is a loosely autobiographical tale of love, fear 

and acceptance inspired by Ratner’s real life family and friends. The film presents the 

universal theme of acceptance – acceptance of lovers, family and friends – the 

people that drive us to the edge and back as we struggle to accept ourselves.  
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“The first few days of shooting felt like something I was going through. After that it 

became something I was doing. And I loved every minute of it,” says Benjamin 

Ratner of rising to the challenges of writing, starring in and directing his first feature 

film.  

 

Elizabeth Berkley was suitably impressed with Ratner’s directorial skills, drawing a 

strong parallel to writer, actor and director Woody Allen whom Berkley worked with 

on Curse of the Jade Scorpion. “Ben and Woody share a skill and talent for capturing 

humanity. There's an amazing observation of human behaviour at its most real and pure, 

whether it's reflecting humour or pain. It's just real, it's not playing for schtick. I'm blown 

away by Ben, I really am – as an actor, as a writer, as a filmmaker now." 

 

Benjamin Ratner could not have asked for a better co-star himself, “Elizabeth is 

totally prepared and emotionally committed to every moment in this film. She has put 

her heart and soul on the line and created a compelling and enigmatic character. The 

entire cast and crew was blown away by Elizabeth’s performance in this film.”   

 

No stranger to the independent film world, Benjamin Ratner has starred in some 

Canada’s most notable Indie films and called on his real life friends and fellow 

(Bruce) Sweeney veterans Babz Chula, Jay Brazeau and Rebecca Harker to play the 

roles of his on screen family.  

 

Babz Chula and Jay Brazeau play the loveably crazed parents of Gene Maxwell, who try 

desperately to dissuade Gene from his ill-fated reconciliation, while caught up in their 

own unusual and complicated family dynamic.  

 
"I could make a living being Ben's Father," quipped Brazeau on the Moving Malcolm 

set, referring to his previous role playing Ben’s father in Last Wedding. “Aside from my 

friendship with Ben, what attracted me to this project was the hilarity and overall quality 

of the script. Ben has a Christopher Guest / Robert Altman style of directing. He is very 

intuitive and very considerate to his actors and crew. He can stretch a nickel into a dime 

and make it look like a dollar. "  
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Nick Lea plays Gene’s most rational and forceful ally as Liz’s deceitful nature threatens 

to sabotage his best friend’s future once again. Audiences can expect to see some 

hilarious star cameos as Ratner’s real life friends and past co-stars pop up unexpectedly 

in various scenes – including Last Wedding cast mates Tom Scholte, Frida Betrani and 

Nancy Sivak. 

 

Moving Malcolm was written and directed by Benjamin Ratner and marks Ratner’s 

directorial debut. Executive Producers are Crescent Entertainment’s Jayme Pfahl 

and Christine Haebler. Producers are Paul Armstrong, Bridget Hill and Benjamin 

Ratner. Greg Middlelton is the award winning Director of Photography and the film is 

edited by Ross Weber.  

 

The production has been funded by Telefilm Canada, BC Film and the Canadian 

Western Independent Producers Fund in association with broadcasters TMN, Movie 

Central, CityTV/CHUM Network and the production’s distributor Mongrel Media. 
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Director’s Notes 
 

I wanted to make a funny, entertaining film with a resonant emotional core.  Moving 

Malcolm is about family, acceptance and the struggle for emotional maturity.  Serious 

themes, but as Oscar Wilde once said, “life is too important to be taken seriously.” 

 

The process of writing, and simultaneously directing and acting in this, my directorial 

debut, was definitely a challenge.  But I felt confident that I had a deep and personal 

understanding of the material, and I was thoroughly prepared in all departments.  I also 

had the good fortune of working with wise and experienced consultants, and was 

supported by a fantastic production team, cast and crew.   

 

Casting was easy. Babz Chula and Jay Brazeau were obvious choices for Mr. and Mrs. 

Maxwell, Gene’s parents.  They’re good pals of mine, and amazing actors whom I’ve 

worked with many times, most notably in Last Wedding, in which Babz played my 

mother-in-law and Jay played my father.  Rebecca Harker spent many hours with my 

real-life autistic sister, and skilfully incorporated much authenticity and detail into her 

portrayal of Jolea, while also bringing her own unique spin and humour to the part.  

Nicholas Lea is another good friend. The role of Herbert was written for him, and it’s a 

showcase for his little-seen comedic prowess. Elizabeth Berkley came onboard later in 

the process.  She was recommended to me by Jennifer Beals, who was originally cast in 

the role of Liz Woodward, but had to drop out due to scheduling conflicts.  After a long 

phone call with Elizabeth, in which we talked about the characters and the themes of the 

film, she enthusiastically agreed to do the role before she had even read the script.  She 

arrived in Vancouver completely prepared and delivered a sensitive, dynamic and totally 

committed performance.   

 

John Neville read an early draft of the script three years ago, and we stayed in touch 

through the development and financing process.  When we were finally ready to go, 

John was thrilled.  It was a great pleasure to work alongside such a skilled veteran.  He 

honoured us all always with his humility, generosity, and deft touch as Malcolm.   
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Cinematographer Gregory Middleton’s rock solid, confident presence on set was a great 

asset to the production.  The visual warmth and depth he was able to create on our tight 

budget and schedule is nothing short of remarkable.  Working with Production Designer 

Michael Tiernan, Gregory greatly supported and enhanced the realistic, yet ever-so-

slightly larger-than-life tone I was striving for with the actors’ performances.  It’s a real 

world, but a world seen uniquely and colourfully through the eyes of Gene Maxwell.  

 

Musically, Chris Ainscough’s compositions, along with original songs by Jim Boggia and 

Shael Wrinch and David Friend, among others, provide a soulful foundation for the film’s 

action, which careens unpredictably from rather absurd comedy to more sombre, subtle 

moments. 

 

Ultimately, I hope Moving Malcolm delivers an empowering message that will resonate 

with audiences long after the final credits roll. 
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Did you know? 
 
 

- Jennifer Beals was originally cast in the role of Liz.  When scheduling changed 
as a result of Jennifer’s new series The L Word, she recommended Elizabeth for 
the role. 

 
- Benjamin Ratner has a real life autistic sister that inspired the character of Jolea. 

 
- Babz Chula, Jay Brazeau, Rebecca Harker, Tommy Scholte are all Last wedding 

veterans. 
 

- John Neville and Elizabeth Berkley had worked together before in Control Factor 
(2003). 

 
- Benjamin Ratner and Elizabeth Berkley met for the first time at the Sundance 

Film Festival in 1998. 
 

- John Neville celebrated his 78th birthday on the Moving Malcolm set. 
 

- John Neville also flew to Paris in the middle of the Moving Malcolm shoot to 
perform a role in Norman Jewison’s new film, The Statement. 

 
- Nick Lea and Benjamin Ratner are pals in real life and the character of Herbert 

was written for Lea.  
 

- The Maxwell residence is also the Ratner residence. Benjamin used his parents 
home to shoot the Maxwell family scenes. 

 

 9



Cast and Crew 
 
 
ELIZABETH BERKLEY   

as Elizabeth Woodward 

 

"There are movies where people come and do their work and then there are movies like 

Moving Malcolm. When we're done for the day I don't really want to leave. I want to keep 
going. That I'm grateful for because that does not come along all the time." 

                                       Elizabeth Berkley 

Having worked with directors Oliver Stone, Woody Allen and Sir Peter Hall, as well as 

acting opposite Al Pacino, Goldie Hawn and Eddie Izzard, Elizabeth Berkley has proven 

her talent from comedy to drama in a variety of film, television and stage roles. 

  

In August, U.K. audiences will see Berkley, who received rave reviews for her 

performance, in the award winning Roger Dodger, opposite Campbell Scott.   The film, 

directed by Dylan Kidd, takes a comic, sophisticated look at the modern male ego at war 

in the singles scene.  In the U.S., Roger Dodger premiered at the 1st Annual Tribes Film 

Festival, where it received the award for Best Feature Narrative.  The film then went on 

to screen at the Toronto Film Festival and the Venice Film Festival where it won the Don 

Quixote, the FIPRESCI and the Luigi DeLaurentiis awards.   

 

In 2000, Berkley made a memorable debut on the London stage in the West End 

Theatre's critically acclaimed production of Lenny opposite Eddie Izzard for director Sir 

Peter Hall.  She received rave reviews for her portrayal of 'Honey Harlow' during their 

successful six-month run at the Queen’s Theater.   

 

Additional film credits include Woody Allen's Curse of the Jade Scorpion,  Oliver Stone's 

Any Given Sunday, The First Wives Club  opposite Goldie Hawn, Diane Keaton and 

Bette Midler, Paul Verhoeven's Showgirls  and The Real Blonde. In addition to her film 

work, Berkley is also known for her role as 'Jessie Spano' on the hit NBC series Saved 

by the Bell.  She had a recurring role on ABC's NYPD Blue and CSI. 
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Berkley is an accomplished singer and dancer (tap, jazz and ballet), having performed 

with principal dancers from The American Ballet Theatre and The New York City Ballet. 

Berkley currently divides her time between New York and Los Angeles.  

 
 

JOHN NEVILLE as Malcolm Woodward 

 

John Neville most recently appeared in David Cronenberg’s Spider and has just 

wrapped the Norman Jewison film The Statement, starring Michael Caine.  Neville’s past 

film and television credits include playing “The Well-Manicured Man” in The X-Files, the 

title role in Terry Gilliam’s The Adventures of Baron Von Munchhausen, The Fifth 

Element, High School High, Little Women, Baby’s Day Out, Alan Parker’s The Road to 

Wellville, Stark, Roland Joffe’s Goodbye Lover and currently CTV’s new television series 

The Eleventh Hour. 

 

Mr. Neville has been artistic director of two of Canada’s most prestigious theatres, The 

Citadel Theatre in Edmonton and the Stratford Festival Theatre in Stratford, Ontario. He 

also ran the Neptune Theatre, Halifax and the Young Company at Stratford. In England 

he was the artistic director of Nottingham Playhouse and The Fortune Theatre, London. 

His numerous directing credits include Hamlet for the Grand Theatre in London, Ontario, 

The Rivals for the National Arts Centre in Ottawa and, in England, Twelfth Night and 

Henry V for the Old Vic Theatre.  

 

Mr. Neville recently starred in the much-acclaimed London production of August 

Strindberg’s The Dance of Death and in The School for Scandal for the National 

Theatre. He has appeared on Broadway co-starring with Liv Ullman in Ghosts and in 

Tony Randall’s production of St. Joan as well as the lead in Sherlock Holmes for the 

Broadhurst Theatre, New York. Mr. Neville played Henry Higgins in the National 

American Tour of My Fair Lady. His performances at the Stratford Festival Theatre 

include Love’s Labour’s Lost, The Merchant of Venice and Separate Tables and, for The 

Grand Theatre London, Ontario, Arsenic and Old Lace and Dear Antoine. While living in 

England, Mr. Neville played the title character in Coriolanus and was co-director and star 

of The Importance of Being Earnest for the opening of the new Nottingham Playhouse, 

and created the role of Alfie for The Mermaid Theatre and The Duchess Theatre. Under 
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the direction of Sir Lawrence Olivier he played leading roles in the prestigious Chichester 

Festival’s opening season. 

 
 
BENJAMIN RATNER as Gene Maxwell  

Moving Malcolm DIRECTOR and WRITER  
 
Known as one of Canada’s busiest actors, Ben recently made his directorial debut with 

his self-penned feature film, Moving Malcolm. Ben also co-stars in this dramatic 

comedy alongside Elizabeth Berkley and John Neville. 

 

As an actor, Ben’s recent film work includes the lead role in the up-coming release 19 

Months.  He also has co-starring roles in up-coming feature releases A Problem with 

Fear, Good Boy and See Grace Fly.   

 

Having worked extensively in both Canada and Los Angeles, Ben’s past film work 

includes the lead role in director Bruce Sweeney’s Last Wedding, which premiered as 

the opening gala presentation at the prestigious 2001 Toronto International Film Festival.  

For his work in Last Wedding, Ben was awarded the 2001 Film Can Best Actor award, 

was nominated for a Leo award, a Canadian Comedy award, and was named Best 

Canadian Actor by The Vancouver Film Critics’ Circle. For his work in 2002’s Looking for 

Leonard, Ben was named “Best Supporting Actor” by the Vancouver Film Critics’ Circle. 

Other film highlights include leading roles in film festival hits Dirty, also by Bruce 

Sweeney, and Zachariah, directed by Michael Rohl.  Dirty premiered at The Sundance 

Film Festival in 1998, and garnered critical and audience raves at The Berlin and 

Toronto Film Festivals that same year.  For his work in Dirty, Ben was nominated for a 

1998 Leo Award for Best Actor in a Feature Film. Zachariah was shown at the 1998 

Vancouver, Telluride, and AFI Film Festivals, and won the Audience Award at the 1999 

Palm Springs Film Festival.  In addition to numerous other lead and supporting roles in 

both studio and independent features, Ben has co-starred opposite Leslie Nielsen and 

Richard Crenna in Warner Brothers’ Wrongfully Accused, and Lena Olin in Ignition. 

 

Ben is currently a series regular on the new ABC miniseries, Kingdom Hospital, written 

by Stephen King. His other recent television credits include guest starring roles on The 

Twilight Zone, the Dead Zone and Mysterious Ways, for which he received a Leo Award 
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Best Actor nomination.  He has appeared in over 25 television shows including DaVinci’s 

Inquest, Beggars and Choosers, Becker, and 7 Days. 

 

In made for television movies, Ben has co-starred opposite Brian Dennehy in 

Indefensible,  Stockard Channing in An Unexpected Life, and Barbara Hershey in The 

Stranger Beside Me.  He also appeared in Once a Thief, directed by John Woo.   

 

An accomplished stage actor, some of Ben’s credits include his self-penned one man 

show Cherished and Forgotten, Frank Borg’s The Chalk Player, and David Mamet’s 

American Buffalo, for which Ben was nominated for a 1995 Jessie Richardson Award.   

 

As a writer, Ben co-wrote, co-produced and co-starred in the short films Table Manners, 

which was awarded a DGC Kickstart grant, and Rock, co-starring Blues legend Long 

John Baldry. He has also written and co-written numerous feature film scripts, including 

Spadina, which is currently in development with Associated Producers and will be 

directed by Emmy award-winning director Simcha Jacobovici. He is also a published 

writer of both fiction and non-fiction, and as a stand-up comedian was a finalist in Yuk 

Yuk’s Search For Canada’s Funniest New Comedian in 1991 and 1992. 

 
 
NICHOLAS LEA as Herbert 

 

Having worked extensively in film and television in the U.S., Canada and abroad, Nick 

was most recently seen in Ignition starring Bill Pullman.  He was also a lead player in the 

Sony Pictures’ summer blockbuster Vertical Limit, starring alongside Bill Paxton, Chris 

O'Donell and Robin Tunney.  

 

Nicholas is Internationally known for his seven-season portrayal of “Alex Krycek” on The 

X-Files, and his lead role on John Woo's Once A Thief.  There are currently over 20 web 

sites dedicated to his burgeoning career. 

 

Although a “USA Today” poll picked Nick as “The Next Hollywood Action Star”, he is 

equally at home with comedy, having recently been seen co-starring with Hong Kong 
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film star Sean Lau as well as Bif Naked in the Canadian independent feature Lunch With 

Charles. He recently filmed the pilot episode of NBC’s unitled Anne Rice project. 

 
 

JAY BRAZEAU as George Maxwell 

 

Brazeau most recently was seen in  A Guy Thing, starring Jason Lee and Julia Stiles. He 

also appeared in Steven Spielberg’s mini-series Taken and the feature film Insomnia 

starring Al Pacino and Robin Williams. 

 

Brazeau’s love affair with acting began when he was a child. “Every Saturday I’d be at 

the local movie theatre and I was constantly reading about film and film-making”. His 

credits are extensive and span almost every entertainment medium from acting on stage 

and in film, television and radio plays, animated features and series, to writing and 

directing. 

 

Brazeau completed three seasons with the CTV hit series Cold Squad as the coroner. 

He was nominated for a Gemini award for his work on the series Stargate SG-1, he has 

also received four Jessie Richardson Theatre awards, plus a Pittsburgh Press Critic’s 

Award for Best Actor of the Year in 1988. Recent work on stage includes Willy Loman in 

Death of a Salesman and the 1,000-year-old man in 999, A Saga. He has impressive 

feature film credits including Head Over Heels as the lead bad guy opposite Freddie 

Prinze Jr. and Monica Potter and Double Jeopardy in which he worked opposite Ashley 

Judd and Tommy Lee Jones. His most recent work has him play a studio head in Murder 

at the Cannes Film Festival. Other leading roles include the critically acclaimed feature 

Kissed, which was chosen for the Directors’ Fortnight at Cannes, The Prisoner of Zelda, 

the pilot for Dead Man’s Gun, as well as co-starring roles in the features Kitchen Party, 

We’re No Angels with Robert Deniro and Sean Penn, Snow Falling on Cedars with 

Ethan Hawke and Scott Hicks (Director of Shine), Middlemen, the award-winning Movie 

of the Week The Diary of Evelyn Lau, the feature Slam Dunk Ernest as well as roles in 

the features Gold Diggers, Little Women and Andre. Jay was recently seen in the 

MOW's The Stranger Beside, M, A Very Muppet Christmas and Saint Sinner, plus the 

pilot for NBC’s The Legend of Butch and Sundance. 
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Numerous television credits include guest starring roles on Dead Man's Gun, Young 

Person's Guide To Be A Rockstar, Mysterious Ways, DaVinci's Inquest, U.C. 

Undercover, Outer Limits, So Weird, 7 Days, Millenium, Outer Limits, Poltergeist, The 

Sentinel, The Adventures of Shirley Holmes, North of Sixty, Jake and the Kid, My Life as 

a Dog, The Marshall, The X-Files, The Odyssey and Lonesome Dove. Jay also voices 

animated projects such as The Playroom, The Big Snit and numerous radio dramas and 

commercials. 

 
 

BABZ CHULA as Gisha Maxwell 

 

Babz Chula is an enigmatic, charismatic woman, a celebrated actor, a sexy 

grandmother, and a mother of five. She earned the 2001 Gemini Award for Best Actress 

in a Continuing Series for CBC’s These Arms of Mine. Known as the West Coast’s “Indie 

Film Queen”, her collaborations with Director Bruce Sweeney in Dirty, Live Bait and Last 

Wedding earned her accolades from international film festivals, including the 2001 

Toronto International Film Festival, which opened with Last Wedding. 

 

Babz won a Leo award for her performance in the short film Love Charm. Other feature 

films include The Date, North of Pittsburgh, Run, In Search of the Last Good Man, 

American Boyfriends, Immediate Family, Cousins, The Accused, Runaway and My 

American Cousin. She most recently guest starred on Exposed for Showcase Diva. She 

was a series regular on the television series Madison and The Commish and is the voice 

of many familiar cartoon characters. Babz was voted “Woman of the Year” by Women in 

Film and Video in 1996. 

 

She also has an extensive background in theatre, including directing A Coupla White 

Chicks Sitting Around Talking and will be directing a play with Acting Schmacting 

Productions. 
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REBECCA HARKER  as Jolea Maxwell 

 

Rebecca has recently been nominated for a Leo Award for Best Actor – Female 

for the award-winning short film Room. Other credits include Last Wedding, Dirty, 

The X-Files and the Chris Isaak Show. 

 

LINDA SORENSEN as Ruby 
 

Linda Sorensen is a two time Genie Award winner. She has appeared in theatres across 

Canada.  

 

Her film credits include Mordechai Richler’s Joshua Then And Now starring James 

Woods, for which she received a Genie Award for Best Supporting Actress; Adventures 

In Babysitting, The Paperback Hero, Breaking Point, Stone Cold Dead, Strauss In 3/4 

Time, Robert Altman’s McCabe and Mrs. Miller, and Draw! opposite James Coburn for 

which she received another Genie Award for Best Supporting Actress.  

 

Linda divides her time between her homes in Toronto and Vancouver. 

 

 

TOM SCHOLTE as The Mover 
 

A Graduate of the University of British Columbia’s BFA Acting program, Tom Scholte is 

best known for his work in Vancouver’s independent film scene. He was a four time Leo 

Award nominee for his performances in Live Bait, Babette’s Feet and What Else Have 

You Got? Last year he captured the Leo, as well as a Genie Award nomination for his 

work in Bruce Sweeney’s Last Wedding. Other film credits include, Snow Falling On 

Cedars and The Core. Tom’s television credits include a Leo nominated and a Gemini-

winning appearance on DaVinci’s Inquest, as well as roles on The X-Files, Dead Man’s 

Gun, The Dead Zone, Jeremiah and Stargate. On stage, Tom was more recently seen in 

the Arts Club Theatre’s world premiere of Morris Panych’s new play Girl in the Goldfish 

Bowl, and the Stanley Theatre’s production of Arsenic and Old Lace. Past theatre credits 
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include The Crackwalker (Theatreshop), A Live Bird in its Jaws (Pink Ink), and Haunted 

House Hamlet (Presentation House). Over the past six years, Tom has taught acting for 

the stage and screen at UBC, the Vancouver Film School, and the Lyric School of 

Acting. 

 
 

Christine Haebler, 
Executive Producer, Crescent Entertainment 
 

Christine Haebler spent the first 11 years of her professional life in various production 

positions working for American networks and studios. Feature productions she was 

associated with include The Navigator, Willow, Immediate Family, Jennifer 8, 

Intersection and Little Women. 

 

She moved into producing Canadian films and earned a Best Motion Picture Genie 

nomination for her first producing venture, Hard Core Logo, directed by Bruce 

McDonald. Following that, she produced Gary Burns’ highly acclaimed Kitchen Party, 

Malcolm Ingram's Tail Lights Fade and was executive producer on Reg Harkema’s 

feature A Girl Is A Girl and Laurie Baranyay's Walk Backwards. 

 

Christine has been with Crescent Entertainment since early 2000 and focuses on 

developing and producing feature films for Crescent, and also assists emerging 

producers by acting as executive producer on their projects. Christine is currently 

developing City of Birds, The Last Shot, The Attendant, Rwanda Mandate, Zackary's 

Goal, Spider In a Glass and Bleeding for Crescent. She is also executive producer on 

the feature film Moving Malcolm. 
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Jayme Pfahl, 
Executive Producer, Crescent Entertainment 
 

Jayme Pfahl has been involved with Crescent Entertainment since its inception.  A 

versatile and skillful manager of both people and money, Jayme handles the 

administration of Crescent.  He has worked in various executive capacities on all of 

Crescent's projects, including Showdown at Williams Creek, Kurt Vonnegut's Welcome 

to the Monkey House, Lightning Force and The Neverending Story II + Ill. 
 

Jayme was the associate producer on the Crescent/ABC Productions MOW, Other 

Women's Children, and of the CBC/Alliance MOW, Frostfire.  He has also completed 

work on four MOW's as co-producer on She Stood Alone: The Tailhook Scandal for 

ABC/Symphony Pictures, When the Vows Break for Crescent/Marian Rees & 

Associates/Lifetime and Victor Television, and Ebbie for Crescent/Lifetime and Victor 

Television, and as producer on Beauty's Revenge for NBC/Steve White Productions.  He 

was executive producer on Naked Frailties and was the supervising producer on the 

Discovery Channel documentary series Storm Warning for Great North Pacific Media 

Limited.  Jayme was co-producer on the feature film Marine Life and was post 

production supervisor on Shutterspeed.  

 

Jayme was supervising producer on several series and one hour specials such as Alpha 

Male, Derailed, On The Inside, Without Warning, When Fun Turns to Fear and Gizmos 

for The Discovery Channel and The Learning Channel.  Jayme was the executive 

producer on the documentaries K-9 Corrections and MockStars.   

 

Recently, Jayme produced the new reality television series No Boundaries for Global 

Television and The WB Network and is currently executive producing the feature film 

Moving Malcolm, written, starring and directed by Ben Ratner. 
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PAUL ARMSTRONG  
Producer 
 
After studying both History and Law at universities in BC, Alberta and later England, 

Paul returned to Vancouver to work in film, television and theatre.  

 

Beside Moving Malcolm, other recent credits include executive producer on the feature 

film See Grace Fly by Pete McCormack and co-producer on the feature Ill Fated by Mark 

Lewis. 

 

Last year he produced the 2003 Leo Award-nominated music video for Jessie Farrell, 

Don’t Even Try, directed by Tara Hungerford. He produced the much acclaimed short 

black & white 35 mm film Mon amour mon parapluie, directed by Giada Dobrzenska and 

starring Tara Hungerford, William Gibson and Douglas Coupland with music by Nick 

Lloyd Webber. Mon amour has played at numerous film festivals including opening night 

at RESFEST on its world tour and has received three 2002 LEO Awards, one 2002 

Golden Sheaf Award, Best Narrative and Best Overall Film in the CBC 120seconds.com 

Digital Film Festival and Best Short Film at the 2003 Crossroads Film Festival. He has 

executive produced two other short films last year, Method or Madness by Jason 

Schombing and The Woods directed by Rob Wenzek, and was supervising producer on 

the 2003 Leo and Golden Sheaf Award nominated short film Lily’s Crickets, directed by 

Francis Chan. 

 

Past credits include producer on daytime, a daily talk/variety television show, for which 

Paul received a 2000 LEO Award, and associate producer on the feature film Exiles in 

Paradise. He also secured music rights from the musician Beck for the feature film Maze 

directed by Rob Morrow starring Morrow and Laura Linney and represented the film at 

the 2000 Cannes Film Festival Market Place. He co-founded the production company 

Alter Entertainment for which he co-produced an on-line ad campaign for Nintendo as 

well as Co-Producing a video for the 2001 Molson Canadian Big Birthday which 

screened at 10 live concerts across Canada and featured Canadian musicians including 

Alanis Morrisette, Nelly Furtado and Bif Naked.  Paul is co-founder and co-producer of 

The Celluloid Social Club, a monthly screening series for independent short films hosted 

by Ken Hegan and now in its sixth season.  
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In the past three years he has produced nine plays, including most recently Of Diners 

and Busses by Sarah Deakins and directed by Tom Scholte and subUrbia directed by 

Michael P. Northey, a Pick of the 2002 Vancouver Fringe Festival and winner of The 

Westender Audience Choice Award Best Bring Your Own Venue. Also with the Young 

Offender Theatre Company, of which he is a founding member, he produced STUCK!, 

This Fringe Venue Is Now Being Held Hostage (a Pick of the 2001 Vancouver Fringe 

Festival) and Reservations For Two by Michael P. Northey. In 2000 he produced Speed-

the-Plow by David Mamet, Sensitive People and Cold Storage starring Len Lesser 

(‘Uncle Leo’ on Seinfeld), the last three directed by Jeff Seymour (The Eleventh Hour). 

Last year he produced Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing as one of three plays 

chosen for Presentation House’s On the House Season.  

 

 

BRIDGET HILL 
Producer 
 

Vancouver-based filmmaker Bridget Hill has a background in documentary production 

and has spent the last 10 years working as a line producer, production manager and 

post production supervisor in Vancouver’s busy independent film and television industry. 

As LP and PM her documentary credits include Ice Girls, The Orkney Lad, The 

Friendship Village, Leaving Bountiful, Hair and Surviving Death: Stories of Grief. As a 

post supervisor she has worked on numerous series for Canadian, American and 

International delivery, including No Boundaries, On the Inside, Without Warning and 

Storm Warning. 

 

A graduate of the Simon Fraser University film program, in 1992 Bridget was awarded a 

director apprenticeship from The National Academy of Canadian Cinema. As an 

apprentice, Bridget worked with director Paul Shapiro (The Lotus Eater) and director 

Peter Masterton (A Trip to Bountiful).  

 

Bridget later went on to receive a much coveted Professional Producer’s internship from 

British Columbia Film and worked for over a year in feature film development with 

Producer Sharon McGowan (Lotus Eaters, Better Than Chocolate, Saint Monica) 
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Bridget recently produced Instant Soup, a 35mm short film that she also wrote and 

directed. Instant Soup premiered at the 2001 Toronto International Film Festival, 

screened at the Vancouver International Film Festival, and is presently touring Canada 

with the Toronto-based Film Circuit.  

 

Her film Eerie Tale screened at the 1998 Vancouver International Film Festival, and One 

Step, Two Step, Waltz premiered at the Montreal World Film Festival 1992. Bridget also 

co-produced a series of seven short films collectively entitled Once Upon Our Times, 

which premiered at the Vancouver International Film Festival 1998. She has line 

produced numerous shorts, including Up the Wall, The Chain, Vancouver 37km and 

Bernice. 

 

Bridget is currently co-producing the feature film Moving Malcolm while continuing to 

develop her feature length screenplays Parasite and A Black Moment for Wanda 

Woman. 

 

 

GREGORY MIDDLETON, C.S.C.  
Director of Photography 
 

Gregory Middleton is widely regarded as one of Canada’s foremost cinematographers, 

having filmed many of Canada’s most celebrated films. These films include Kissed and 

Suspicious River by Lynne Stopkewich, The Five Senses by Jeremy Podeswa, Suddenly 

Naked and Better Than Chocolate by Anne Wheeler as well as filming aerial shots for 

The Sweet Hereafter by Atom Egoyan. He also filmed Between Strangers by Edoardo 

Ponti starring Sophia Loren, Gerard Depardieu and Mira Sorvino. He has been 

nominated for three Genie Awards for Achievement in Cinematography and received a 

Best Cinematography CSC Award for the short film Hate Mail. Greg filmed the black & 

white 35 mm short film Mon amour mon parapluie directed by Giada Dobrzenska. He 

was nominated for a 2002 LEO Award and a 2002 Golden Sheaf Award for Best 

Cinematography. 
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Ross Weber 
Editor 

 
 Ross Weber graduated with a Masters of Fine Arts in Film (UBC 1988) and has been 

part of Vancouver's independent film community for over 13 years.  He sound designed 

The Grocer's Wife, which went to the Cannes Film Festival, and won both the Georges 

Sadual and Claude Jutra awards.  Ross wrote the screenplay for The Michelle 

Apartments, which premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival. In 1998, Ross 

wrote and directed the feature film, No More Monkeys Jumpin’ on the Bed, winner of the 

Telefilm Canada Best Western Canadian Director Award at the 2000 Vancouver 

International Film Festival. 

 

Besides his writing and directing credits, Ross is also recognized as Bruce Sweeney's 

film editor and has cut all of Sweeney's films to date, including Last Wedding, Dirty and 

Live Bait. Live Bait won Best Canadian Feature at the Toronto International Film Festival 

and in 2001 Ross was nominated for a Genie award for Best Editing for Last Wedding. 

Last year, Ross edited Various Positions, winner of the Prix de Montreal at the Montreal 

International Film Festival. When not editing or writing, Ross works as a story editor for 

various writers in Vancouver. He recently taught editing workshops at the Canadian Film 

Centre in Toronto.  

 
 
Michael Tiernan  

Production Designer     
 

As the longtime art director for Vancouver design company, Art Motel, Michael Tiernan 

was up for the challenge when his good friend Benjamin Ratner asked him to be the 

production designer on his feature film.  

 

Michael Tiernan has an impressive educational background in design. He has attended 

some of the top Design and Art colleges in North America, including the National 

Academy of Design of New York, the Art Center College of Design of Los Angeles as 

well as the Art Students League in New York. 
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Michael recently enlisted the behind the scenes help of his friends during the filming of 

his short film Homeless, a project that he wrote, produced and directed. Homeless is 

currently airing on 11 stations across Canada and will screen in Cineplex Odeon 

cinemas in August and September of 2003. 
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