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CREDITS 
 
Director: Nina Davenport 
 
Producer: Nina Davenport 
 
Producer: David Schisgall of Swinging T Productions 
 
Director of Photography: Nina Davenport 
 
Film Editors: Nina Davenport, Aaron Kuhn 
 
Composer: Sheldon Mirowitz 
 
Sound Editor:  Dave Ellinwood 
 
Color Correction:  Will Cox at Final Frame 
 
Associate Editor:  Dan Cantagallo 
 
Assistant Editor/Associate Producer:  Tania James 
 
Additional Camera/Field Producer:  Kouross Esmaeli 
 
Executive Producer:  Sally Jo Fifer & Nick Fraser 
 
A co-production of ITVS, BBC "Storyville", TVOntario, SBS Australia & YLE Teema Finland 
 
 
TECHNICAL FEATURES 
 
Color, 92 minutes 
 
Original shooting format: miniDV 
 
Projection Format: Hi-Def 16 x 9 
 



SYNOPSIS 
 
Soon after the fall of Baghdad in 2003, a charismatic 25-year-old film student, Muthana Mohmed, 
stands in the rubble of the city's film school and explains to an American television audience that 
his dream of becoming a filmmaker has been destroyed—first by Saddam Hussein, then by 
American bombs. This brief, fortuitous appearance on MTV changes Muthana's life forever.  
Watching in the United States, actor Liev Schreiber stops channel surfing, utterly captivated. 
Feeling guilty about a war he opposed, Schreiber decides to extend to the unknown Iraqi a dream 
opportunity—to come to Prague to intern on an American movie (Everything is Illuminated). Once 
on set, however, frustrated expectations and cross-cultural misunderstandings complicate the 
relationship between Muthana and his American benefactors, and good intentions quickly devolve 
into bad vibes. Filmmaker Nina Davenport becomes increasingly entangled in the young Iraqi's 
life, as his visa nears expiration and the threat of returning to Baghdad looms. Operation 
Filmmaker addresses the power dynamic between an American filmmaker and her Iraqi subject, 
unfolding as an engaging political parable. 
 
 
  



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
“For any American with a conscience, the war in Iraq has been an all-consuming preoccupation.  
As a documentary filmmaker, I felt the need to comment on ‘Operation Iraqi Enduring Freedom,’ 
in part to assuage the helpless feeling I had watching it unfold on TV.  I was casting about for a 
topic when a unique story fell into my lap.  David Schisgall, a friend from college, had directed a 
piece for MTV about young people living in Iraq, focusing mainly on American soldiers. “True Life: 
I’m Living in Iraq” also featured seven minutes about a young Iraqi film student, Muthana 
Mohmed, who was desperate to go to Hollywood. After the show aired, the actor and director Liev 
Schreiber contacted David. Liev wanted to give Muthana an opportunity to come to the West, and 
he thought Muthana’s journey might also make for an interesting documentary. David thought I 
would be the ideal filmmaker to document this story, so I was hired.   
 
I went to Prague where Liev’s film Everything is Illuminated was shot to investigate what I thought 
would be a fairly straightforward subject–a young Iraqi’s experience as an intern on a Hollywood 
movie. I boarded that plane as myopically as America invaded Iraq, never imagining how 
complicated things would get or how personally involved in Muthana’s life I would become. My 
own guilt about the war made it impossible to remain an objective witness to his story over the 
two years that I filmed Muthana’s effort to realize his dream to be a filmmaker. For better or 
worse, I found myself filming a power struggle–between me, an American woman holding the 
reigns as director of the film, and my subject, an Iraqi man—in what felt at times like a microcosm 
of the endless conflict in Iraq.” 

- Nina Davenport 
 
 
BIO OF NINA DAVENPORT 
 
Operation Filmmaker is New York-based filmmaker Nina Davenport’s fourth feature documentary. 
After graduating from Harvard University in 1990, she completed her first film Hello Photo (1994), 
a travel documentary about India that premiered at the Rotterdam International Film Festival and 
won Best Documentary at the Melbourne International Film Festival. In 2000, her film Always a 
Bridesmaid (2000), an autobiographical exploration of marriage and commitment, aired on 
Cinemax and Channel Four in the U.K., and was described by the Hollywood Reporter as 
“dripping with artistic merit.”  Parallel Lines (2003), a lyrical road movie about the private stories 
and personal grief of Americans in the aftermath of September 11th, aired in 2006 on the BBC’s 
“Storyville,” after premiering at IDFA, The International Documentary Film Festival in Amsterdam.  
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